
REPORT

OF THE

COMMITTEE ON INFORMATION

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

OFFICIAL RECORDS: THIRTY-SEVENTH SESSION

SUPPLEMENT No. 21 (A/37/21)

UNITED NATDONS

New York, 1982

E' a



..

NOTE
Symbols of United Nations documents are composed of capital letters combined with

figureS. Mention of such a symbol indicates a reference to a United Nations document.

J

I.

11.

UI

I



•
[Original: English/Spanish]

[2 AugU3t 1982]

CONTENTS

11. ORGANIZATIONAL SESSION •••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••••
1. IN'.L'l¥)DUCl'ION ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• .,a •• " •••••••

B. Consideration of items ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

h. Opening of the session ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

!!!:agraphs Page,

1 5 1

6 11 2

6 8 2

9 11 2

12 90 5

12 16 5

17 80 7

.....................................
B. Adoption of the agenda, organization and basic

programme of work •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

A. Organizstion of the session •••••••••••••••••••••••••
SUBSTAN'1'IVE SESSIONUI.

1. Promotion of the establishment of a new, more

just and more effective world information and

communication order intended to strengthen

peace and international understanding and

based on the free circulation and wider and

better balanced dissemination of information

and ~uestions regarding the public image of

the United Nations ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 17 - 27 7

United Nations publici information policies and

activities in the light of the evolution of

international relations, particularly during

the past two decades, and of the imperatives

of the establishment of the new international

economic order and of a new world information

and communication order •••••••••••••••••••••••• 28 - 67 10

3. Evaluation and follow-up of the efforts made

and the progress achieved by the United

Nations system in the field of information

and communic6tions ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 68 00 19

c. COnsideration of the report and recOl1Dllendations •• ' '. 81 90 22

IV. RB<XlIIImHDATIONS ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• c • ., ••••••••• 91 92 23

-11i-



OON'l'Et-."l'S (cont inued)

ANNEXES

I. Stat..nt by the Secretary-Genen1 at the opening meeting of the
aubatantlve s•••ion for 1982 •••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••• 8 •••••

11. State..nt by the Chairman ~f the Committee on Information ac the
opening ...ting of the substantive session tor 1982 •••••••••••••••••••

Page
1
C
e
0

3

30

34

a
t

2
w
a
t
i
t

3
w
a
1'1

t

4



'I!!III"------------------------.-------~- ..
!

I. INTRODUCTION

1. At its thirty-fourth session, the General Assembly decided to maintain the
Committee to Review United Nations Public Information Policies and Activities,
established under Assembly resolution ~3/ll5, which would be known as the Committee
on Information, and to increase its membe~ship from 41 to 66. In its resolution
34/182, the Assembly requested the Committee on Informations

"(~) Tb continue to examine United Nations public information policies
and activities, in the light of the evolution of international relations,
particularly during the past two decades, and of the imperatives of the
establishment of the new international economic order and of a new world
information and communication order)

'" (E.) Tb evaluate and follow up the efforts made and the progress achieved
by the United Nations system in the field of information and communications)

11 (£) Tb promote the establishment of a new, more just and more effective
world information and communication order intended to strengthen peace and
international understanding and based on the free circulation and wider and
better balanced dissemination of information and to make recommendations
thereon to the General Assembly)"

and requested the Committee on Information and the Secretary-General to report to
the Assembly at its thirty-fifth session.

2. At its thirty-fifth session, the General Assembly expressed its satisfaction
with the work of the COmmittee on Information, appi:oved the report of the Collllllittee
and the recommendations of its lid Hoc Working Group (A/3S/2l, annex), reaffil:med
the mandate given to the COmmittee in Assembly resolution 34/182, decided to
increase the membership of the Committee from 66 to 67, and requested the Committee
to report to the Assembly at its thirty-sixth session (,tt'lsolution 35/201).

3. At its thirty-sixth session, the General Assembly expressed its satisfaction
with the work of the COmmittee on Information, approved the report of the committee
and its recommendations (A/36/21), reaffirmed the mandate given to the COIlIQittee in
resolution 34/182 and requested the COlllUittee to report to the Assembly at its
thirty-seventh session (resolution 36/149 B).

4. 'lbe COmmittee is canposed of the following Member Statesl

Algeria
Argentina
Bangladesh
Belgium
Benin
Brazil
Bulgaria
Burundi
Chile
COlombia
Congo
COsta Rica
Cuba

Kenya
Lebanon
Mongolia
Morocco
Netherlands
Niger
Nigeria
Pakistan
Peru
Philippines
Poland
portugal
~manift
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CJp:us
Dem.rk
It:uador
8Jypt.
Bl salvador
Ethiopia
Pinland
Pranc:tr
Ger-.n o..ooratic Republic
Geruny, .-deral

Rapublio of
Ghana
Gr..ce
Guatemala
Guinea
Guyana
India
Indonesia
Italy
Ivory Coast
Japan
Jordan

Singapore
Solllllia
Spain
Sri lank.
SUdan
Byr illn Arab Republic
'lbgo
Trinidad ~nd ~bago

'l\misia
'1\u:key
utr~ini~ SOYiet Socialist Republic
thion of Soviet Sooialist Republics
united Kingdom of Great Britain and
North~rn Ireland

united Rapubl:l.c of Tanzania
united States of J.merica
Venezuela
Viet Nam
Yemen
'!Ug08lav!a
zaire

s. The Committee held its organizational session on 15 March 1982 and its
substantive ses8ion, the fourth session of the C0IIII11ttee, from 21 June to
9 July 1982.

11. ORGANIZATIONAL SESSION

A. Opening of the s.ssion

6. The COIIIIIitteo held its organhationa! session at the Ul'lted Nations
Headquarter8 on 15 Harem 1982. It held one meeting.

7. 'l'he Chairun of the COIlI1littee announced that the regional group of African
States had llClRlinated Mr. Rachid Iahlou (Morocco) a8 Vice-chairman of the Coanittee
to succeed Hr. Paa: ice Houngavou (Benin).

8. 'l'he officers of the committee for 1982 weret

Chairmana

Vice-Olairllena

RaPporteur a

Mr. Miguel A. Albornoz (B:uador)

Ma. Monique Frank (Netherlands)
Hr. Rachid lahlou (Morocco)
Mr. Willie ~legel (German Democra~ic Republic)

Mr. Vasant Vishnu Nevrekar (India)

B. Adoption of the a,onda, organi.ation and ba.ic prosr...e of work

The COIIIIittoe adopted the following agenda, as contained in document
C.198/41a

-2-



1. Opening of the session.

2. .Moption of the agenda.

3. organization and basic programme of work for 1982.

10. The Committee also approved the organization and basic programme of work
(A/AC.198i42~ for its substantive session for 1982, to be held from 21 June to
9 July at Ulited Nations Headquarters, with the understanding that the Committee
would work in accordance with its mandate, namely:

(a) Tb continue to examine Ulited Nations pUbliG information policies and
activities, in the light of the evolution of international relations,
particularly during the past two decades, and of the imperatives of the
establishment of the new international economic order and of a new world
information and communication order;

(b) TO evaluate and follow up the efforts made and the progress achieved by
the United Nations system in the field of information and communications)

(c) Tb promote the establishment of a new, more just and more effective world
information and communication order intended to streng~~en peace and
international understanding and based on the free circulation and wi.der
and better balanced dissemination of information.

11. It was also agreed that the work of the Committee would proceed along the
lines proposed by its officere and would be organized as follows:

A. 21 to 23 June

Consideration of items correponding to the third part of the mandate of
t:~e COmmittee:

t .

(a) Promotion of the establishment of a neWt more just and more
effective world information and communication order intended to
strengthen peace and international understanding and based on the
free cirCUlation and wider and better balanced disseminfition of
information.

(b) Questions regarding the public imag~ of the United Nations.

B. 24 to 29 June

1. COnsideration of items corresponding to the first part of the
mandate of the Committee:

Cb) Measures to strengthen the capacity and enhance the role of
united Nations Information Centres.

(a) Staff of the Department of Public Information in posts subject
to geographical distribution.

i

I

'
I (c) Balance in the use of official languages in the publi~ations

and programmes nf the Department of Public Information.

___1__...__..._~ ~ .-.3-.5~ "' ""
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(d) Review of the re9ional structuI:e of the Radio and Visual
Services Division of the Department of Public Information;

(i) Regionalization of the Radio and Visual Services Division)

(ii) Radio Service: proposals concerning the Caribbean Unit,
the African unit, the Middle EastiArabic unit and the
Asian l1nit.

(e) International short-wave broadcasts by the United Nations using
its own facilities and frequencies.

(f) Frequency modulation broadcasts by the Un i ted Na tions in the
Headquarters area.

(g) Acquisition by the United Nations of its own communications
satellite.

(h) satellite transmission of united Nations r~gional television
magazines.

(i) Proposals for developing systematic evaluation procedures for
activities of the Department of Public Information.

(j) Radio and visual means of transmission; advantages,
disadvantages and cost-effectiveness.

(k) Co~peration between the Department of Public Information and
international ~d regional news organizations, and in
particular with the non-aligned countr ies and regional and
national news agencies of developing countries.

2. Consideration of items corresponding to the second part of the
mandate of' the Comrnittee~

(a) Co~peration and active participation of all organizations of
the united Nations system, particularly the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural organization (UNESCO) in
the fulfilment of the Committee's man&lte.

(b) Co~rdination in the field of public information activities
among the members of the United Nations system;

(i) Report of the Joint Inspection UnitJ

(ii) Joint comments by the Administrative Committee on
Co-ordination.

(c) Review of the iinancial status of DevelOpment Fbrurn inclUding
the question of long-term financial support from the
organizations of the united Nations system.

(d) Progress report on the activities of the Joint united Nations
Information Committee.

-4-
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C. 30 ~une to 5 July

Drafting of the report by the Drafting Group of the Conunittee.

D. 8 July to 9 July

COnsideration and adoption of the draft report.

III. SUBSTANTIVE SESSION

A. Organization of the session

12. The substantive session, the fourth one held by the Committee on Information,
took place at united Nations Headquarters from 21 June to 9 July 1982. The
Committee held 17 meetings (2nd to 18th meetings). At its meeting of 9 July the
Conunittee adopted its report.

13. The following Member States took parl in the session as observers:

for
Angola
Australia
Austria

Bolivia
SWeden

:md

of

in

.ng

I

b

The EUropean ~onomic COnununity and the Holy SBe also took part in the session as
observers.

14. In addition, representatives of the following units, bodies and speci~lized

agencies of the united Nations system attended the session:

WOr Id Fbod Council (WFC)

United Nations Confereilce on Trade and Davelopnent (UNCTAD)

United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNlDO)

United Nations Centre for. Huma f)ettlements (Habitat) (UNCHS)

United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)

lmit'!)d Nations DeveloP\lent Progranune (UNDP)

Office of the united Nations High Conunissioner for Refugees (UNRCR)

UnitEid Nadons E\md for Population Activities (UNFPA)

U'lited Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East
(UNRWA)

International Labour OLganisation (ILO)

FOod and Agriculture Organization of the united Nations (FAO)

united Nations Educational, S~ientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)

World Health Organization (WHO)

w:>rld Bank

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)

~s-
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15. At the Committee's 2nd meeting, on 21 June, tlle Secretary-General, t.4le
Chairman of the Committee and the UOder-Secretary-General for Public Information
made opening s tatements. 11

16. At the same meeting, the COJ.wittee adopted the following agenda, as amended
(A/AC.198/43/Rev.2),

1. Opening of the session.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Adoption of the agenda.

Drafting Group of the Committee.

Organization of working meetings of;.' Committee.

lldo;tlt.ion of the draft report of the Committee.

-6-
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B. Consideration oi items

1. Promotion of the establishment of a new, more just and more
effective world information and communication order intended
to strengthen peace and international understandina and based
on the free circulation and wider and better balanced
dissemination of information and questions regarding the public
image of the united Nations

17. The Committee held a debate on these ..ms at the beginning of the substantive
session. Thirty-nine Member States took part. In their statemencs, members of the
Committee stated or cla~ified the positions of their Governments on a number of
issues pertaining to the mandate of the Committee, as expressed in General Assembly
resolution 34/182, section I, parag~aph 2. A brief survey of the main points
emerging from the debate follows.

18. The majority of delegations reiterated their strong support for the
establishment of a new, more just and more effective world information and
communication order, the ultimate goal of which was to strengthen peace and
international understanding based on the free circulation and wider and better
balanced dissemination of information. A number of delegations stressed the urgent
need to increase the struggle against information imperialism, the domination of
the Western information agencies in developing countries, and for the strengthening
of the sovereignty of these countries in the field of information. Many among them
stressed the urgent need to develop the infrastructure for information and
communication in developing countries in order to increase their capability in the
exchange of information with the developed countries. This was essential to
redress the current imbalance and to eliminate the dependent status of developing
countr i.es in this field. Many delegations stressed that. freedom of expression, of
thought, of information, and of the press were fundamental human rights, and that
diversity in ideas was essential to the free flow of information, a pr-inciple
which, in the view of a few delegations, was all too often violated at the expense
of individual liberties. In this regard, a number of delegations made references
to the Council of Europe and 'r:'\lloires Declarations. Several other delegations
emphasized that international relations in the field of information formed a part
of the over-all system of internaional relations. They should be based on respect
for the pr inciples of international law and of non-interference in the internal
affairs of other States, respect for national sovereignty, equality and
non-discrimination. In accordance with those principles, States and media bore
great responsibility for the shaping of information policies in the spirit of
improving the international climate. A proposal was made that, as part of the
programme for the World Disarmament Campaign, a world conference on the role of
mass media - press, radio, television - in promoting a climate of understanding,
confidence and co-operation among nations, conducive to peace, disarmament and
development, be organized under United Nations auspices. Some delegations s~id

that, in view of the work of the special session on disarmament, the participa~ion

of the Department of PUblic I"formation in the World Disarmament Campaign should be
determined by any resolutions and recommendations adopted by the second special
session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament. It was pointed out that
misuse of information or defamatory radio campaigns were contrary to the efforts
aimed at establishing the new world information order and damaged mutual relatio~s
among States. Other delegations maintained that any regUlation of the mass media
should be left to the province of those media themselves.

-7-
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19. In the context of a new international information order, the importance ofcontinued co-operation between the Committee on Information and UNESCO wasemphasized by a large number of delegations, who stressed that overlapping of theactivities of those two bodies should be avoided. They supported the InternationalProgramme for the Development of Communications (IPDC) of UNESCO, which aimed atredressing the imbalance of the flow of information a~ng nations by strengthenir-3the information capabilities of developing countries. At the same time, a numberof delegations s~es5ed that the Committee on Information should intensify itsefforts for the promotion of the establishment for a new world information andcommunication order.

22. Various delegations underlined the necessity for the information media tocontribute to the promotion of human rights and to the eradication of exploitation,racism and apartheid, as called for in the Berlin Declaration or through any othermeans. The promotion of economic, social and cultural development, especially ofthe developing countries, was equally emphasized and the Department of PublicInformation was urged to give high priority to all of these issues.

20. As part of the effort to ensure a better balanced flow of information, theimportance of the wide dissemination of information on the efforts of developingcountries in the economic, social and cultural fields was underlined by manydelegations, who emphasized that information itself was an essential eleme~t of thedevelopment process. In that regard, the paramount responsibility of informationto promote development was stressed. It was also stressed that the establishmentof a new world information and communication order was of great importance in theefforts to establish a new international economic order.

21. Several delegations emphasized the powerful potential of international massinformation in promoting peace, international security and understanding betweenpeoples and States. The need to give the highest priority to the dissemination ofobjective, factual and balanced information on the arms race, arms build-up,disarmament and on the dangers of nuclear war was stressed by a large number ofdelegations. It was emphasized by some delegations that, in connexion with thesecond special session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament, a particUlarresponsibility devolved on the Committee on Information and on the Department ofPublic Informaticn. The Committee took note of a paper circulated, upon request,by the Department outlining its activities in this regard.

23. The Committee recognized that there is an urgent need to project a realisticimage of the United Nations to international public opinion. The aim should beneither to aggrandize its achievements nor to minimize its failures but rather topresent a balanced and objective description of its activities and goals. Sincethe preponderance of the activities of the United Nations falls within the economicand social fields where concrete results have been achieved, gr.eater emphasisshould be placed on disseminating information about the widespread and substantiveinvolvement of the United Nations in the global development process. Theeffectiveness and relevance of the United Nations can be better understood and itsefforts better appreciated if its activities benefiting millions of people of theworld in the economic and social fields are adequately projected. It was alsopointed out that the public image of the Organization is to some extent affected bythe quality of the whole range of information activities of the United Nations.Several delegations asked that the report of the Joint United Nations InformationCommittee (JUNIC) on the pUblic perceptions of the United Nations be presented tothe Committee.

.8
-8-
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24. Several delegations proposed that the public information network of the united
Nations system should be developed towards the promotion of a new world information
and communication order by strengthening its decentralized units and enhancing the
two-way flow of information through its channels.

25. Many delegc..tions emphasized the importance of the co-operation between the
non-aligned countries in the field of information as a definite contribution
towards the implementation of a new world information and communication order. The
activities of the Pool of Non-Aligned News Agencies disseminating authentic
information about non-aligned countries was particularly stressed in that regard.
These delegations welcomed the continuing co-operation between the Department of
Public Infcl~ation and the Pool in dissemination of information about united
Nations activities and joint coverage of important events within the United Nations
system, and stressed that the Department should also receive news dispatches from
the Pool, thus ensuring a two-way flow of information. The importance of the
continuing co-operation of the Department with the regional news agencies of the
developing countries was also stressed. several delegations emphasized the need
for closer co-operation between the united Nations and regional organizations, such
as the Organization of African unity. The co-operation between the United Nations
and Africa should be based on the policies of the Intergovernmental Conference on
Communication Policies in Africa held at Yaounde. Some delegations stressed the
importance of the co-operation of the Department with all public and private news
organizations. Many other del~ations recalled the relevant provisions of the
Final Declaration of the Sixth Conference of Heads of State or Government of
Non-Aligned Countries, held at Havana in september 1979, of the Declaration of the
Conference of Ministers for Foreign Affairs of Non-Aligned Countries, held at New
Delhi in February 1981, and of the Fifth Meeting of the Inter-Governmental Council
of Ministers of Information of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Georgetown in
May 1981.

26. Many delegations expressed ~.eir appreciation for the efforts of the
Department of Public Information fulfilling its public information tasks, in
particular the timely documentation prepared for the Committee's consideration.
They noted the Departm~nt's efforts and intentions to take advantage of new
advances in communication technologies in its pUblic information activities within
the resou£ces at its disposal. some delegations urged the Department to follow a
policy of zero bUdget growth by making the most effective use of its resources.
While generally appreciating ~le Department'~ production and dissemination of
information materials, som~ delegations called for improvement to make them more
understandable to the pUblic, particularly ir the case of publications.

27. Noting that there is an urgent need for the intensification of the work on
promotion of a new world information and communication order, a number of
delegations proposed that an editor's round table on that subject be organiZed by
the Department as soon as possible. But slweral other delegations warned that
there should be no duplication in the work of the Department and UNESCO, since
UNESCO had already undertaken some programmes in this area. The Under-Secretary
General drew the attention of the Committe~ to the fact that this SUbject had
already been discussed to some extent in a series of round tables and journalists'
encounters organized by the Department and that L~ESCO had sent representatives to
thEtm. He added that the existing arrangements seemed realistic for both the
Department and UNESCO co-operating with each other on a case-by-case basis.

-9-



2. united Nations public information policies and activities
in the light of the evolution of international relations
particularly during the past two decades, and of the
imperatives of the establishment of the new international
economic order and of a new world information and
camnlunication order

(a) staff of the Department of Public Information in posts subject to
geographical di~tribution (A/AC.l98/44)

28. The item was introduced by the Under-secretarY-General for Public Information,
who informed the Committee of the additional changes in the geographical
composition of the staff of the Department that had occurred since the preparation
of the document. He pointed out that the Department's policies on personnel
matters were closely co-ordinated with those of the Office of Personnel Services
with the view of attaining the objectives established by the General Assembly in
that resPeCt. The Assistant secretary-General for Personnel Services stated that
the secretary-General was taking measures as expeditiously as possible to ensure
that the geographical imbalance in the staff of the Department of Public
Information was rectified. The secretary-General, she stated, was of the view
ti.at, while geographical distribution was to be applied on a Secretariat-wide
basis, care must be exercised to ensure that no one country or group of countries
had predominance in any organizational unit ot~er than in the regional commissions.

29. SOme delegations expressed the view that future reports should include
information on tile composition of staff by country and repreF~ntation of women, in
addition to the data currently provided by region. In this context, a view was
expressed that personnel questions were within the competence of the Fifth
Committee, rather than the Committee on Information. While the statistics provided
in the present report appeared to indicate that progress had been made to redress
imbalances in the composition of staff between developed and developing countries,
several delegations felt that they were unable to discern the actual progress made
because of the absence of statistics on staff composition'based on representation
of developed and developing countries. Noting that some regions were below the
regional midpoint, the question was raised in respect of some of those regions
whether this trend would continue, and some delegations stated that greater efforts
would need to be made to recruit staff from under represented countries and
regions. Questions were raised by some delegations regarding the criteria used for
determining the geographical regions indicated in the relevant document, .
specifically th~ linking of the Caribbean region with North America and not with
Latin America, and the establishment of the Asia and the Pacific region. other
delegations requested that that situation be rectified.

30. In response to the questions raised, the Under-Secretary-General for Public
Information explained that the geographical composition of staff was inherited from
the past when the membership of the Organi~ation was mainly from the developed
countries. Since many staff members had permanent contracts, improvements in the
geographical composition would unfortunately take time, since they depended on the
rate of attrition. With respect to representation of women, he stated that, while
improvement was required, almost half of the professional staff of the Division of
Economic and Social Information were women.
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(b) Measures to strengthen the capacity and enhance the role of United Nations

information centres <A/AC.198/45)

31. The it~m was introduced by the Under-Secretary-General for Public Information,

who pointed out that the Department had attempted to identify measures to respond

to the Committee's desire to strengtilen the capacity and enhance the role of United

Nations information centres by redeployment of resources as far as possible.

However, some measures would unavoidably require new resources and ~hey were

identified separately.

32. The important r0le of the centres in disseminating'1tal information about the

activities of the United Nations, and their consequent importance in improving the

public image of the United Nations, was stressed by a number of delegations.

Several delegations made the point that the centres should be required to follow

the priorities determined by the General Assembly in programming their activities

and should concentrate on the main issues before the organization, such as

disarmament, international security, decolonization, human rights, the struggle

against apartheid, and economic and social issues. Many delegations expressed

appreciation for the efforts to achieve a more effective use of resources through

redeployment. Some delegations expressed reservations regarding the measures

requiring new resources. several delegations noted that tile Committee had

indicated that it wished to see greater independence and functional flexibility in

the centres and hoped there would be improvement in that regard as well as in the

criteria for allocation of resources. Other delegations favoured the development

of centralized relations between tll~ Department of Public Information and the

centres. Some delegations felt that there should not be only a one-way flow of

information from Headquarters to the centres, but rather a two-way flow with

centres also becoming sources of information for Headquarters, and for each other.

33. The need for closer co-operation between the centres and field offices of the

United Nations Development programme (UNDP) was stressed. some delegations felt

that information activities should increasingly be undertaken by UNDP offices with

support from th€ Department of Public Information, while other delegations stressed

that information was a full-time task and should remain the responsibility of

independent United Nations information centres, which should act as the only

spokesmen of the secretary-General in the field. It was proposed that centres

should be authorized to publicize nation".l development projects which were

newsworthy and of possible benefit to other countries.

34. The need for adequate resources for an effective German-language Service in

Vienna, including the functions of the United Nations Information Centre for

Austria and the Federal Republic of Germany, was·stressed. The satisfactory

co-operation between the centre in Prague and the German Democratic Republic, and

the need to continue this co-operation within the existing structure, was

underlined.

35. The delegation of the Congo presented a request for the establishment of an

information centre in Brazzaville for which the Government would provide the

required support. The observer of Angola requested the establishment of a centre

in Luanda to serve Portuguese-speaking countries in the region.

36. A large number of delegations expressed strong support for the review and

upgrading of the levels of posts of centre directors so that they were commensurate

with the responsibilities involved and in order to ensure that senior and

-11-



---------------------------------~~--

experienced personnel could be assigned to the centres. Some delegations, however,
cautioned against the budgetary implications of such upgrading. several
delegations thought it was important, in order to reflect the international
charact~r of the United Nations, that a director should not be a national of the
country in which his centre was located or of the countries to which he was
accredited. Some delegations pointed to the imbalance existing where directors
from developed countries were appointed to posts in developing countries but not
vice versa, and wner~ ~~e posts of directors in the developed co~tries were
generally at a higher level than those of the developing countries. A list showing
the nationalities and grades of directors of all United Nations information centres
was requested and provided to the Committee (see A/AC.198/45/Add.l).

37. several delegations supported the establishment of the category of "National"
Information Officer in order to recruit more capable and experienced local
professionals in the Centres.

38. While several delegations supported closer co-operation with non-governmental
organizations (NGOS), including annual regional and national NGO conferences, some
delegationa were not in favour of provision of regular budget funds for regional
NGO conferences away from Headquarters.

39. The Under-Secretary-General for Public Information and other officials of the
Department of Public Information expressed satisfaction at the generally positive
evaluations by delegations of the work of United Nations information centres and
for the support for the review of levels of centre director posts. The Department
discussed the establishment of a category of National Information Officer with the
Office of Personnel Services, which was in favour of the proposlal, and with the
Budget Division, which was examining the question of salaries and other financial
implications. The Department would ensure that only highly qualified personnel
were recruited. The Committee was assured that there was full co-operation with
UNDP in the field, the form of co-operation depending on the nature of the
Department and UNDP offices in the country concerned. As regards the nationalities
of centre directors, while it was the policy of the Department not to post
directors to their own countries, in some cases there were exceptions because the
intimate knowledge of the culture and media the director brought outweighed any
conflict of interest that might be possible.

(c) Balance in the use of official languages in the pUblications and programmes of
the Department of Public Information (A/AC.l98/46)

40. While the Committee members expressed general appreciation of the efforts to
ensure:balance in the use of official languages in the programmes and pUblications
of the Department of Information, several delegations raised specific related
questions. It was stressed that the primary use of English placed
non-English-apeaking delegates at a disadvantage. some delegations asked why all
press relea~es could not be issued in French and in Spanish. Some delegations
canplained L\OOU,t the frequent inaccuracies in press releases and~ in some cases, in
the UN Chronicle. several delegations commanded the new format and approach of the
,UN Chronicle. other questions were raised regarding the criteria used for the
production of the Department's programmes in non-official languages. It was
observed that there was an imbalance in the approach of articles in Developnent
ft)rUlll because the periodical did not have enough staff from unde,rrepresented
regions ..
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41. The Under-secretary-General for Public Information and other representatives
of the Department, clarifying the points raised, stated that the Department made
every enneavour to achieve the desired balance, but the extent of success was
constrained by limited resources. EVery effort was also made to ensure accuracy
but occasional lapses did occur in press releases because of the speed with which
they were produced. It was clarified that the use of non-official languages was
determined primarily by the size of the populations using the language concerned.

(d) Review of the regional structure of the Radio and Visual services Division of
tIle Department of Public Information

(i) Regionalization of the R~dio and Visual service Division (A/AC.198/47)

42. In introducing the item, the under-secretary-General for Public Information
referred to the debate on the subject in the Committee last year and the
Committee's recommendations, which resulted in a request in General Assembly
resolution 36/149 B for a plan for the regionalization of the Radio and Visual
Services Division. Because of the far-reaching impact that regionalization could
have, a phase approach had been adopted for the plan being presented so that it
could be assessed as it was implemented. However, in view of the Committee's
relevant recommendation last year, the first phase of the plan had been tentatively
implemented pending the COmmittee's approval.

43. several delegations expressed their appreciation fnr the different reports
presented by the Department of Public Information on matters dealing with radio and
television transmission of the Department, contained in documents A/AC.198/47, 48,
49, 50, 51, 52 and 54. Some delegations also expressed strong reservations as to
the high financial implicationE of proposals contained therein which could not be
supported. In that regard, they also regretted that an agreement on a set of
priorities within the activities of the Department was not possible.

44. Several delegations questioned some of the reports submitted to the Committee
by the Department, pointing out that information contained in them was sometimes
tailored to justify the conclusions of the report and that delegations were often
unable to verify the accuracy of the information.

45. Several delegations stated that the plan did not respond to the request in
General Assembly resolution 36/149 and was similar to the plan presented by the
consultant last year which had not been accepted. Many delegat~ons questioned the
implementation by the Department of the plan without authorization. SOme
delegations stated that it was not conducive to co-operation between ~~s ~ittee

and the Department and recalled and supported the plan presented by the delegation
of Yemen last year. In their view, despite the differences between visual and
radio media, the current resources of the Visual service could be merged into the
regional units in the Radio Service to produce complete~y regionalized unitsJ they
asked why, on the contrary, it was proposed to move visual production functions
from the Arabic Radio unit. Regionalization was also required to improve the
geographical distribution of personnel in the Division. They also considered that
that approach would involve less expense than the high cost of the plan being
proposed. In that context, they noted that the zero-growth budget had no juridical
basis and should not be an obstacle to the regionalization being requested by the
Committee, which should then take a decision on the subject.
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46. Several other delegations pointed out that both General Assembly resolutions
35/201 and 36/149 had asked for regionalized plans and not for implementation, and
in neither plan h~d the Secretary-General given an opinion as to whether
regionalization was desirable. Before taking any decisions, the Committee should
be informed of the advantages and disadvantages of regionalization, what it would
achieve, and of how the requirements of audiences could be assessed. It was
pointed out that regionalization of production did not necessarily require
structural Eegionaltzation of the Divisif:}n or the addition of several new postE.
lIbr that reason, a cautious approach was desirable. They emIitasized that the
pdnciple of tmiversality of the United Nations was of fundamental importance and
it should be ensured that this was not diluted in any regionalization plan and that
the end product was suitable for many regions and not only one.

47. It was proposed by some delegations that a new plan, taking into account the
views expressed by various delegat~ons, should be prepared. It was stated in
relation to the new plan that the Committee should discuss in depth the
desirability of regionalization befo~e proceeding to consider any method for its
implementation. In that context, it was also proposed that an intergovernmental
group study the question and present a report to the Committee at its next session.

48. In clarifying the questions raised, the Director of the Radio and Visual
services Division explained that the· plan, prepared in response to the Committee's
request, proposed the regionalization of the Visual Service as a first step, in
keeping with the experience of national radio and television organizations
throughout the world where the two media functioned aeparately even though they
might belong to one organization. 'The Director also drew the attention of the
Committee to the fact that this report should be considered in conjunction with the
report in document A/AC.198/52. <:nce the Visual Service was regionalized, the
merging of its units with the parallel units in the Radio Service could be
considered at a later st~ge. He said that regionalization of production made it
possible to disseminate material to a larger number of countries. He clarified
that various methods, such as visits to regions, direct contact with broadcasters
by cable and telephone, and other means of feedback, were used to assess audience
requirements.

(H) Radio Service of the Department of Public Informatiom. establishment of
a Caribbean unit) expansion of the African unit) proposals concerning
the Middle East/Arabic thit and Asian thit (A/AC.198/48)

49. The item was introduced by the under-Secretary-General for Public Information,
- who highlighted Die illaiii points of tbe c-~u~nt. sc~ delegatio.~s welcomed the

establishment of a separate Caribbean unit in the Radio Service, and proposed that
the thit should produce programmes in French/Creole and Dutch. E1cp.msion in
programming of the Latin American/Iberian Unit was also suggested. several
delegations called for furth~r strengthening of the African thit, and there were
suggestions that programming should also be made avai.able in Amharic, Lingala and
portuguese. It was stressed that the African thit should be headed by a full-time
chief of unit. III that context, both support and opposition was expressed to the
proposal to redeploy the P-4 post in question from the European unit. It was
proposed that the th!ted Nations Information service in Geneva reinstate the
pl:oduction in Serbo-croat for. Yugoslavia. A question was raised by sane
delegations regarding the reasons leading to the conclusion in the document that
the Middle East/Arabic thit did not need to boe enlarged, and its expansion was
called for. It was pointed out that the reason given by the Department of Public

-14-



Information for not expanding the Arabic thlit was not adequate. other delegations,
however, welcomed the secretary-General's decision to focus on increasing the
productivity of the tb~t. several delegates called for programming by the Asian
unit in additional major regional languages, Bengali and Indonesian being
mentioned. other delegations agreed, provided that the new activities were
undertaken within existing bUdgetary resources. various delegations also wished to
see expanded programming in Arabic, Russian and Spanish. There were comments on
the irregularity and inconvenient timings of some regional radio programmes which
detracted from their efficacy.
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50. The under-secretary-General for Public Information, introducing the item,
referred to the previous report on the use of short-wave broadcasts that had been
presented but not implemented. The present report, while responding to the
Committeeis request for a study on a centralized United Nations short-wave
broadcasts system, also had proposed an alternative regional approach which the
Department considered would be more flexible and more responsive to the
requirements of various regions. Either alternative would require a considerable
outlay of funds.

51. several delegations supported the idea of a regionalized short-wave network
owned and operated by the united Nations, but some expressed concern over the costs
of the various alternatives. It was noted that, while the report was comprehensive
in many aspects, it did not contain enough information on audience impact and
response, or on the comparative advantages and disadvantages of the alternatives.
Some delegations requested furthei information for the next Committee session,
particularly a detailed plan of the proposed Latin American regional segment, and a
study of global frequency requirements. It was suggested that, as an immediate
measure, the current United Nations short-wave broadcasts be placed on a daily
schedule throughou t the year.

(f) Frequency modulation broadcasts by the united Nations in the Headquarters area
<!VAC.19B/50)

52. There was a brief discussion on the impediments to the establishment of a
united Nations FM station in New York City and the possibility in surmounting these
obstacles with assistance from the host country, which pointed ~ut, inter alia,
that the New York FM reception area was already saturated.

(g) Acquisition by the tbited Nations of its own communication satellite
<!VAC.. 19B/51)

53. several delegations strongly criticized tile report as not seriously examinin~

the issues involved and rejecting the proposal almost summarily by characterizing
the costs involVed as "prohibitive-. No details had been given of how the costs
had been calculated, nor was there any canparison with the present and projected
communications costs of the United Nations system. There also was no comparison of
advantages and disadvantages of the proposed system and the existing system. 'l'hey
stressed that a long-term view of the proposal should be taken and that the united
Nations should realize that the satellite age had arrived. It was through its own
satellite that the united Nations could achieve independence in its
communications. It was essential that the Committee on Information" realize the
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importance of the proposal, and that the united Nations lose no time in studying
the question seriously and considering sources of financing.

54. several other delegations supported the conclusions reacil~~ in the document,
observing that the acquisition of a satellite would not be cost-effective since the
united Nations would not be able to utilize its full capacity. They ~qought it
would be pteferable and less costly to use leased channels at the current stage.

55. A representative of the Office of General Services clarified that the
secretariat WaS fully aware of the various considerations favouring united Nations
communications by satellite. However, the initial stUdy had shown that, in order
to establish a comprehensive system, three satellites with the required ground
stations would be required, which would not be cost-effective as it would entail an
extremely high level of expenditure. It was therefore concluded that currently it
was preferable to pool the United Nations systems communications requirements and
to lease existing satellite facilitIes. The secretariat intended to continue
expl~ing the possibilities, which would be taken into consideration in the report
of the Joint Inspection unit on communications within the united Nations system.

(h) satellite transmission of united Nations regional television magazines
(A/AC.19B/52)

56. Ql the introduction of the document, it was pointed out to the Committee that
the report was closely linked to the report on regionalization of the Radio and
Visual services Division (A/AC.l98/47). several delegations expressed satisfaction
that the Department of Public Information had concluded that it was feasible to aim
to sta~t transmission by satellite of television magazines, to at least some
regions, by using the services of existing carriers at a cost lower than
anticipated for both the United Nations and the receiving organizations. A
question was raised regarding the transmissions of those magazines before a
decision was taken by the Committee both on their production (see A/AC.l98/47) and
their transmission.

(i) prOposals for developing systematic evaluation procedures for activities of the
Department of Public Information (AlAC.198/53)

57. Introducing the item, the Under-secretary-General for Public Information said
that, as suggested by the Committee, the Department had coneulted international
o~ganizations for mass communications research and had received positive
ind)lcations of co-operation in the elaboration of methods for the systematic
ev~luation of the Department's activities. He outlined the stages involved and the
ne~essity for defining target audiences. Several delegations stressed Lhe
iJ\lportance of evaluation procedur.;s in the work of the Department of Public
In~ormation, especially since such evaluation would assist the Committee on
Inforw.ation in assessing the work. Some suppo!"ted the proposal in the document and
suggelBted that a fourth phase should be added related to feedback from the
audien'ces reached. They emphasized the need for the Department to undertake an
evalua~ion with the editors in order to ascertain the information needs and the
manner o~ etCt'iieving proper utilization of the Department's services. A view was
expressed tha~ the document did not respond to the Corranittee's recommendations and
should have been more canprehensive, inclUding the required information on the
Department's activities in respect of each topic in its work programme, and the
costs of those activities, thus giving the Committee a clearer picture of the
Department's activities against ,*hich to discuss evalu!iltion procedures. Responding
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tc the points raiued, a representative of the Department pointed out that the
process of evaluation of the Department's activities had started rolatively
recenti.y. The report requested by the General Assembly last year was meant to
focus on evaluation procedures but, at the same time, a parallel attempt on actual
evaluation also was being made. Only after a systematic evaluation process with
defined stages had been established could concrete assessments be made of the
Department's information programmes.

(j) Radio and Visual means of tran~mission: advantages, disaavantags~ ~n~~

effectiveness (AlAC.198/54)

58. ~ne report was received by the Committee without s~bstantive comment.

(k) Co-operation between the Department of Public Information and international
and regional news organizations and in particul~r with the non-aligned
countries and region~l and national news agencies of developing countri~

59. The Under-Secretary-General for Public Information presented a verbal report
to the Committee on the item as outlined below in paragraphs 60 to 65 and
paragr aph 67.

60. In accordance with paragraph 16 of General Assembly resolution 36/149 B, the
Department of Public Information had continued and further strengthened its
co-operation with the non-aligned countries in the field of information, in
particular with the Pool of Non-Align~d News Agencies, as well as with regio~al

news agencies of developing countries. The practice was for the Department to
provide information on activities of the united Nations system to ~e Pool for
redissemination. Daily dispatches were telexed to t,"Ie Tanjug Jlgency in Belgrade
for further transmission to the more than 80 agencies belonging to the Pool. It
was expected that the Department would, within a few months, install word
processors connected to tha Tanjug telex line without charge. This would enable
Pool members to receive immediate information on eventJ in the united Nations,
inclUding direct coverage of united Nations meetings from conf~rence rooms.

61. In response to paragraph 17 of Assembly resolution 36/149 B, negotiations were
well advanced to fin~lize arrangements to receive dispatches from Pool members via
Tanjug. It was expected that the service would be operational by the end of 1982.

62. As regards co-operation with regional press agencies, the Department was
currently regularly sending by mail background material and features on United
Nations activities to the Pan African News Agencies (PANA). It was expected that
by the end of the current year, P;U';A would be equipped to rec-eive by telex daily
news dispatches similar to those being sent by the Department to the Pool of
Non-Aligned News Jlgencies. Discussions were continuing with regional news agencies
in Asia and Latin America f~r direct transmission of material from the Department
which they were currently receiving through the Pool.

63. In response to paragraph 18 of Assembly resolution 36/149 B, the Department
also had extended and strengthened its co-operation with national news agencies of
developing countries. Currently, 11 national agencies in Africa received by telex
from the Department summaries of statements by their respective delegates in the
Ulited Nations. '!'bat service would be ex~ended to other national agencies in
developing countries as resources permitted. The Department continues to stress
the value to developing countries of having their own correspondents at tlnited
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Nations Headquarters, when possible, but material received by them from the
Department through the Pool directly serves as a supplement to the news sent by
their own correspondents.

64. In an innovation, which had proved notably successful, the Pool co-operated
wi th the Department in the coverage and dissemination of news from the thited
Na tions Conference on New and Renewable Sources of Energy held at Na irobi in
August 1981. That arrangement enabled developing countries to receive wide
coverage of that important subject, and the Pool had offered to continue its
co-operation for further thited Nations conferenL~s and other events, such as
UNISPACE 1982, the WOrld Communications Year in 1983 and the International Youth
Year in 1985.

i
\

-
participants a
followed by vis
expansion.
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65. The Pool also co-operated with the Departn.~nt in selecting journalists and
broadcasters from the developing countries for tfie Department's training programme
at united Nations Headquarters. This co-operation will be continued.

66. Many delegations expressed their satisfaction at the increased co-operation
between the Depart.rnent of Public Information and the Non-Aligned Pool, which they
hoped would be further extended. They observed that the Pool provided an
appropriate mechanism fOL the united Nations to receive ob~ective and balanced
information on the social and economic endeavours of the non-aligned countries. It
was noted that the experiment of joint coverage, by the Department and the Pool, of
international conferences had been successful and should be extended to future
conferences. It was observed that, as far as co-operation with national news
agencies was concerned, this appeared to be directed mainly towards Africa, and
that news agencies in other regions which could not send correspondents to united
Nations Headquarters would benefit from ~uch co-operation. Several delegations
weloorned the future regular reception by the Department of dispatches from the
Pool. Some delegations urged that, in furthering that welcome co-operation with
the Pool~ co-operation by the Department with all international and regional news
organizations should be maintained. .

67. In compliance with General Assembly resolution 35/201, section Ill,
pa~agraph 9, information on the in-service Training Programme for BrOadcasters and
Journalists was provided to the Committee in outline, and is further elaborated.
The first training programme was held in September and October 1981, with
participatj~g broadcasters and journalists from Bangladesh, China, the Congo,
Democratic Yemen, Ecuador, Egypt, Jamaica, Kenya, Madagascar, Morocco, Nicaragua,.
Nigeria, Peru, Suriname, Syria, thited Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, '!iet Nam
and zimbabwe. The Programme consisted of work assignments in the Department of
Public Information and other thited Nations programmes, briefings and lectures by
officials of Permanent Missions, the secretariat, specialized agencies and other
tllited Nations bodies on issues of priority concern to the united Nations system,
and coverage of united Nations meetings, press conferences and activities by the
Programme participants serving as temporary United Nations oorrespondents for their
respective media org~~izations. Visits to the World Bank, th~ thited Nations
Developnent Progr amme, the Un i ted Na tions Children's li\lnd and the un i ted Na tions
FUnd for Population Activities were arranged, as were meetings and discussions
between participants and broadcasters and journalists from both developed and
developing countries, including members of the united Nations Correspondents'
Rssociation. The Programme, on similar lines, will be held again during September
and OCtober 1982. While it would h·:' highly desirable to increase the number of
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participants and to extend the Programme for the entire General Assembly session,
followed by visits to regional commissions, budgetary considerations preclude such
expansion.

3. Evaluation and follow-up of the efforts made and the prggres::
achieved by the United Nations system in the field of
information and communications

(a) Co-operation and active participation of all organizations of the United
Nations system, particularly the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization, in the fulfib~ent of the Committee's mandate

68. The item was introduced by the Under-Secretary-General for Public Information,
who cited several examples of co-operation between the Department of Public
Infc,rmation and UNESCO. He noted, in particular, the co-operation during the
United Nations conferences on least developed countr~es ~rz on sanctions against
South Africa, both held at UNESCO House in Paris the previous year. The
representative of UNESCO stated that his org~nization had undertaken a wide range
of activities organized since the thirty-sixth session of the General Assembly to
assist in the establishment of a new world information and communication order. He
invited the Committee to consider the last session of the General Conference, which
asked UNESCO to conduct studies concorning the right to communicate as well as to
examine the possibility of having that right recognized as one of the fundamental
human rights. He then elaborated on a number of UNESCO projects being implemented
to rectify the existing imbalance in the international flow of information. The
UNESCO representative reiterated that his organization had continued to co-operate
with the Department and information services of the other United Nations
specialized agencies.

69. Several delegations expressed appreciation for the major role played by UNESCO
in the establishment of a new world information and communication order, and
welcomed the fac~ that some progress had been made in that direction.

70. In that conn~xion, several delegations expressed a keen interest in
disarmament issues, especially in the light of the special session of the General
Assembly devoted to disarmament, and felt that the World Disarmament Campaign
should be carried out with the Department retaining its rola as .the focal point for
the co-ordination and implementation of the public information tasks of the United
Nations. In that regard~ some delegations stated that the Department, in
disseminating information on disarmament to the world public, should work in close
co-operation with the Centre for Disarmament. Several delegations emphasized the
linkage between disarmament and developmeht and the need to deal with the issue
within the framework of a new world information and communication order.

(b) eo-ordination in the field of public information activities among the members
of the United Nations system

(i) Rep<)rt of the Joint Inspection Unit (A/36/218)

(ii) Joint Comments by the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination (A/37/l74)

71. The item was introuu~0d by the Under-Secretary-General for Public
Information. Many del~~,ions expressed their support and appreciation of the
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report of the Joint Inspection Unit (JIU) and the Joint Comments by the
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination (ACC). Some delegations welcomed the JIU
report as being an objective presentation which could serve as a model for other
reports. Some othe~ delegations noted that the JIU report contained
~ecommendationgwhich would further enhance the effectiveness of the Joint United
Nations Information Committee in its function of co-ordination and oo-operation
among the men~ers of the United Nations system in the field of pUblic information.
Those delegations hoped that those ~ecommendations, on Which, according to them,
there was no divergence of views between JIU and ACC, would be implemented at an
early date. In that context, however, some delegations noted that much remained to
be done in terms of a greater degree of rationalization and harmonization in the
field of public information activities.

72. Introducing the item to the Committee, the Under-Secretary-General for Public
Information expressed the hope that more financial support would be extended for
the monthly publication from both Member States and from organizations of the
United Natioas system. He said that the future of Development Forum seemed bleak
because traditional donor countries, with the exception of Japan, had indicated
suspension of their voluntary cOlatributions after 1982. He added that many pledges
from United Nations agencies remained uncollected for 1982, and some even for 1981.

(c) Review of the financial status of Development Forum, including the question of
lOng-term financial support from the organizations of the United Nations system

73. Many delegations extended their full support for the continuation of
DevelOpment Forum as the single regUlar publication ~f the United Nations system in
the economic and social fields, and expressed the hope that the periodic~l,

reflecting the purposes of public information services of the whole United Nations
system, would be allowed to exist on a solid financial basis. In that connexion,
most of those delegations hoped that the General Assembly would continue to approve
an appropriation from the regular budget, calling on the Secretary-General to
continue his efforts to that end. Some delegations, however, said that they saw no
justification for an allocation from the regular budget, particularly for an
open-~r~ed one, a,~ some others proposed that a solid financial basis be secured by
contributions from all United Nations agencies. The representative of the
Netherlands annouaced that her country had decided to make voluntary contributions
of app~oximately $32,000 for the Swahili edition of Development Forum for 1982.

74. Questions were raised by some delegations as to the progress in the study of.
the feQ~ibility of relocating the editorial offices and printing services of
DevelOpment Forum in a developing country. Answering those questions, the
Under-Secretary-oGeneral for Public Information said that a preliminary study had
been conducted on the costs to be incurled in r&locating the publication offices to
a number of possible sites in developing countries. He said, however, that the
Joint United Nations Information Committee had felt that more time was needed
before definitive findings could be presented to the Committee. He explained that
certain savings might be achieved in some aspects, but additional costs would be
incurred in other areas, such as travel and postage. The Under-Secretary-General
for Public Information, however~ added that the Department taking into account the
cost advantages clearly perceived in the pUblication of the Spanish-language
edition of DevelOpment Forum, would not hesitate to s~t up other offices in
developing countries if a clear financial advantage could be demonstrated. Some
delegations supported the view expressed in the Joint Inspection Unit report that
the staff of Development Forum should also reflect the m~~rship of the United
Nations system.

_----------------------~'!E...~---,---I
I
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75. The contents of De',eloplr.ent Forum were commended by many delegations. Some of
them described it as extremely well-suited to bridge the gap between the North and
the South and enhance the free exchange of ideas between the developed and the
developing countries. Some others mentioned that the periodical, in a lecent
issue, had featured the r~lationship between disarmament and development. It was
stressed by some delegations that disarmament was not an end in itself but a means
to peace and the release of resources for other purposes and should be promoted in
such a way as to facilitate economic development, achieve social justice and
establish a new world information and communication order.

~~---------------__••I!IiI•.._I!!IIIlI__." ""_"' -..
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(d) Progress report on the activities of the Joint United Nations Information
Committee

76. The item was introduced by the Under-Secretary-General for Public Information,
who explained the main features of the report of the Joint United Nations
Information Committee. In the course of discussion, the Under-Secretary-General
also emphasized the fact that the Joint Committee had discussed disarmament issues
in the context of development. ~ He noted that several agencies of the United
Nations system had requested the Department to act as a "cl.aaring-house" for
disarmament materials to avoid duplication in public information activities.

77. Most delegations found the progress report of the Joint Committee useful.
Some delegations expressed the hope that such a report would be submitted to each
session of the Committee. It was, however, pointed out that part of the Joint
Committee's report concerning the public image of the United Nations was vague and
unclear, and the need for clarity on all points in view of the importance of the
report was stressed, especially because all United Nations information activities
must be impartial to maintain credibility. Many delegations showed a keen interest
in the public perception of the United Nations, on which the Joint Committee had
drafted a report. It was reported to the Committee that the Joint Committee's
report would soon be submitted to the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination.
Several delegations expressed the hope that it would be officially submitted to the
Committee as well for.its review and comments.

78. Strong support also came from certain delegations for the recommendacion in
the Joint Committee's report on the promotion of development education and
development support communication, as well as for the work of the non-governmental
liaison services in New York and Geneva. Development education and development
support communication were described as the two sides of a sing.le process aimed at
seeking wide pUblic support both in the North and the South to the common goals of
development adopted in the United Nations system. The need for more stable
financial support for non-governmental liaison services was stressed as a
collective responsibility of the United Nations system because, according to some
delegations, non-governmental liaison services were just serving the goals of the
whole system, in particular by trying to promote a better understanding of the
issues involved in international co-operation for social an~ economic development.
The need for continued assistance to non-governmental liaison services to encourage
the peace movement was stressed.

79. Many delegations commended the international television project undertaken by
the Department of Public Information to produce a series of films, entitled "Agenda
for a Small Planet", as a significant attempt to establish dialogue between the
North and the South. They wished continued success for the series.
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80. Concern was expressed on the precarious financial situation of the World
NewsPaper Supplement, with the hope that some arrangement would be found to keep
that useful project alive. The Under-Secretary-r~neral said that he shared that
hope and that the Department would continue to seek a solution to the problem.

C. Conideration of the report and recommendations

81. At its 16th and 17th maetings, the Committee adopted by consensus its report
and recOl1lllendations to the General Assembly (see section IV, recoJl1l1endations).

82. At the 17th meeting of the Committee the representative of the Netherlands, on
behalf of the group of Western European and other States, expressed reservations
concerning tbe financial implications and the order of priorities of the
recommendations.

83. At the 18th meeting, statements were made by the representative of Argentina
on behalf of the Latin American States, the representative of the German Democratic
Republic on behalf of the group of Eastern European States, the representative of
Morocco on behalf of the group of African States, and the representative of the
Netherlands on behalf of tl'ie group of Western European and other States.

84. At the same meeting, the Under-Secretary-General for Public Information made a
stat(!Jllent..

85. The Rapporteur also made a statement.

86. The representatives of France, the United Kingdom, the United States and the
Federal Republic of Germany made statements regarding a working paper presented by
Pola~d and circulated in the COmmittee.

87. The representative of Poland exercised the right of reply.

88. The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics also made a
statement in this regard.

89. The representative of Cuba made a statement.

90. The Chairman of the Committee announced the proposed dates for the session of
the Committee for 1983 11 and made a closing statement.
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IV. RECOMMENDATIONS

91. The Committee on Information submits the following recommendations to the
General Assembly

1. The 33 recommendations of the Committee on Information approved by the
General Assembly in resolution 36/149 of 16 December 1981, as well as all
provisions of that resolution, are reiterated. Those recommendations and
prOVisions pending implementation should be tmplemented in full, taking into
account the views expressed by delegation~ at tue lOOth plenary meeting of the
thirty-sixth session of the Assembly on 16 December 1981.

2. The mandate of the Committee on Information should be renewed as set
forth in General AEsembly resolution 34/182 of 18 December 1979 and reaffirmed
in Assembly resolutions 35/201 of 16 December 1980 and 36/149 of
16 December 1981.

Promotion of ~he establishment of a new more just and more
effective world information and communication order
intended to strengthen peace and international
understanding and based on the free cir~ulation and wider

and better balanced dissemination of information ~

3. The need should be noted for all to collaborate in the establishment of a
new world information and communication order based, inter alia, on the free
cirCUlation and wider and better balanced dissemination of information,
guaranteeing the diversity of the sources of information and free access to
information, and, in particular, the urgent need to change the dependent
status of the developing countries in the field of information and
communication, and intended also to st~engthen peace and international
understanding.

4. An appeal should be addressed to the international media to obtain their
support for the efforts of the international community towards global
oevelopment and, in particular, for the efforts of the developing countries
for their own economic, social and cultural progress.

5. An appeal should be addressed to the wh~le United Nations system to
co-operate in a concerted manner, through its information services, in
promoting the development activities of the United Nations and, in particular,
the improvement of the conditions of lives of the people of the developing
cduntties.

6. Such appeals should be aimed at achieving a more canprehensive and
r~alistic image of the activities and potential of the United Nations system,
in all'its purposes and endeavours, as laid down in the Charter of the United
Nations.

7. All the information activities of the Department of Public Information
should be guided by, and carried out in conformity with the principles of the
Charter and the aspirations for a new world information and communication
order, as well as conforming, to the consensus reached among States iu
resolutions 2lC/4/19, 21 and 22 as adopted at the twenty-first session of the
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General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO).

8. The activities of the Department of Public Information, as the focal
point o£ the public information tasks of the United Nations, should be
strengthened along the lines established in the pertinent resolutions of the
General Assembly and the recommendations of the Committee on Information to
ensure a more coherent coverage of, and a better knowledge about, the United
Nations and its work, especially in its priority areas such as those stated in
section Ill, paragraph 1, of Assembly resolution 35/201, namely, international
peace and security, disarmament, peace-keeping and peace-making operations,
decolonization, the promotion of human rights, the struggle against racial
discrimination, the integration of women in the struggle for peace and
development, the establishment of the new international economic order for the
establishment of a new world information ana communication order, activities
against apartheid, the work of the United Nations Council for Namibia and
programmes on women, due regard being given, at the same time, to economic and
social areas.

Evaluatior. and follow-up of the efforts made and the progress
achieved by the United Nations system in the field of

information and communications 21

9. The Committee on Information, noting the valuable effort of UNESCO in the
promotion of a new world information and communication order, recommends that
the Department of Public Information take steps to avoid any overlapping of
its activities on this subject with those of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization, while stressing at the same time the
ever-growing significance of the close working co-operation between the United
Nations and the latter organization.

10. The General Assembly should reiterate its full support for the
International Programme for the Development of communication.

11. The Department of Public Information and the United Nations Development
Programme, as important elements of the United Nations information and
development activities, should be requested to co-operate more closely, both
at Headquarters and in the field, in order to concentrate their resources,
avoid duplication and effectively foster the process of development.

12. The Joint United Nations Information Committee, as the esential
instrument for interagency co-ordination and co-operation in the field of
public information, should be strengthened and given more responsibility, thus
improving its co-ordination and cost-benefit efficiency on the public
information activities of the entire United Nations system. §(

13. The secretariat of the Joint Committee should be reinforced in order to
be able to elaborate new methods of work to help the Committee move towards
longer-term indicative planniJl9j and joint action, especially in the promotion
of a new world information and communication order.

14. The Joint Committee bhould continue and s~rengthen its activities in the
fields of development education and development-support communication.
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15. The Joint Committee report on the public perceptions of the United
Nations system should be presented to the eommittee on Information for its
review and comments.

16. The Joint Committee should continue to report on its programmes and
activities to the Committee on Information for guidance and support.
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17. The Joint Committee should examine the possibility of finding some
financial arrangements for the continuation of the World Newspaper sugplement
project.

18. The Department of Public Information should organize, in close
co-ope~ation with UNESCO, as soon as possible, a round table on a new world
information and communication order, with the wide participation of major news
media editors.

19. Since Development Forum is the only interagency publication of the United
Nations system and since it provides issue-oriented, well-edited information
on the actions and achievements of the various organs of the system and on
those of the developing countries, its publication should be continued. In
this regard, the Secretary-General should strongly appeal to all s);:ooialized
agencies and other organs of the United Nations for their voluntary
contributions to this system-wide pUblication and he should be invited to
contribute to securing the financial basis for the continuation of Development
~ through the United Nations regular budget, while intensifying his
efforts to ensure a sound and independent financial basis for the
publication. 1/

20. The Non-Governmental Liaison Services in Geneva and New York as permanent
joint projects within JUNIC promoting a wide support of public opinion for t~e

global development and for the development efforts of developing countries
should be strengthened and the continuation of their work secured by the JUNIC
members reserving the necessary funds for financing their work as well as
appealing to the Governments for voluntary extrabudgetary support.

EKamination of United Nations public information policies and
activities, in the light of th~ evolution of international
relations, particularly during the past two decades, and of
the imperatives of ~he establishment of the new international
economic order and of a new world information and

communication order !/

21. United Nations information centres should assist press and information
media in their respective countries and, inter alia, promote the concept and
ideas of a new world information and communication order.

22. It should note with appreciation the report on United Nations information
centres !I and request the Secretary-General to:

(a) Strengthen the capacity and enhance the role of United Nations
information centres by reallocating personnel and resources among different
centres, information serv~ces and headquarters,
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(b) Ensure that United Nations information centres orient their
activities to disseminate information on questions according to the mandates
and priorites of the Department of Public Information established by the
General Assembly,

(c) Implement fully the reommendation of Assembly resolution 36/149
requesting a thorough study on ways and means to enhance the role of
information centres within the structure of the Department of Public
Information. The objective of such a study would, inter alia, aim at measures
to increase their functional independence and flexibility to adjust their work
to the information needs and interests of the countries they serve and to
assess in concrete terms the essential financial, material and personnel needs
of the centres,

(d) Review the levels of posts of centre directors in ord~r to upgrade
them, where needed, to a level commensurable with their. responsibilities. The
appointment of direotors should be made on an equitable geographical basis in
acoordance with pertinent Assembly resolutions 35/210 of 17 December 1980 and
36/149 of 16 Deoember 1981 and should be based on Artiole 101, para~raph 3, of
the Charter of the United Nations,

(e) Establish a category of national information offioers,

(f) Establish new centres in Brazzaville and Luanda, as far as permitted
within existing resouroes and without reducing the capacity of existing
centres, and ensure that the Information Servioe at Vienna will give adequate
service in the German language in order to aot as an information centre for
Austria and the Federal Republic of Germany,

(g) Strengthen the role of the External Relations Division as the part
of the Department of Public Information, whioh is responsible for the
management, guidance, supervision and monitoring of the information oentres in
order to implement the proposed measures effeotively'and without delay.

23. The Department of Public Information should provide to the Committee on
Information a summary of the reports submitted by the United Nations
Information o~~~res on their aotivities in all countries within their
jurisdiotion in addition to the one in whioh they are located.

24. The Department of Publio Information should coninue and intensify its
efforts to redress the existing imbalance in its staff, particularly in the
Radio and Visual Servioes Division, and, until equitable geographical
distribution is achieved, the Seoretary-General should take urgent steps to
increase the representation of the group of developing countries, partiCUlarly
at senior and policy-making levels, by a polioy of reoruiting from among their
nationals, taking into acoount also the interests of other underrepresented
groups of countries, in acoordance with Article 101, paragraph 3, of the
Charter of the United Nations and General Assembly resolutions 33/143, 35/201
and 36/149, in this regard, the secretary-General is requested to submit a
report to the Committee o,n Information at its next session. 10/

25. The Department of Publi~ Information should further strengthen its
oo-operation with the Pool Of Non-Aligned News Agencies, as well as with
regional news agencies of developing countries, suoh as the newly established
Pan-African News Agency. In arldition to supplying the Pool of Non-Alignea
News Agencies with information on the aotivities of the United Nations syst~m
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that the Pool is redisseminating, the Department of Public Information should
ensure that it receives the daily dispatches of the Pool in the interest of
more balance in the sources of information used by the Department.

26. Having in mind the successful joint coverage by the Pool Agencies of the
United Nations Conference on New and Renewable Sources of Energy in
co-operation with the Department of Public Information, the practice of the
joint coverage of important conferences and other events within the United
Nations system should be continu~ and further stengthened.

27. The Secretary-General should submit a report to the next session of the
Committee on Information setting out all of the various aspects of
regionalization of the Radio and Visual Services Division of the Department of
Public Information, taking into account views expressed and suggestions made
in the Committee on Inform~tion in this regard and in consultation with
available experts, as far as possible within existing resources. The
Committee should then take a decision and submit a recommendation on this
matter to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth session. 11/

28. specific proposals, including estimates of costs and benefits, should be
submitted to the next session of the Committee for the purpose of enabling the
African Unit of the Radio Servica to undertake programming at a meaningful
level in English and French and in major languages of the region, other than
those already in use.

29. Immediate steps should be taken to strengthen the radio service of the
United Nations with special reference to the African Group and the use of
Lingala spoken in various Central African States, as far as possible within
the existing resources.

30. Bearing in mind General Assembly resolution 36/149 and taking note of
paragraph 23 of the Secretary-GeneralIs report~ on Radio Service of the
Department of Public Information, the Committee on Information recommends
inclusion of Bengali and Indonesian among the languages of the Asian Unit of
the Radio Service for the purpose of undertaking programming at a meaningful
level, as far as possible within existing resources.

31. Without prejudic~ to any future plan on regionalization of the Radio and
Visual Services Division, the Secretary-General should proceed to maintain and
enhance the functions of the Middle East and Arabic Unit in the Radio Service
as the produoer of television and radio programmes for the Arabic-speaking
countries and he should, similarly, enlarge it through redeplQyment of
existing resources.

32. The radio production in Serbo-Croat for Yugoslavia ~ the United Nations
Information Service in Geneva should be reinstated in view of the evaluation
made of the previous pilot project, as far as possible within existing
reoources.

33. The Spanish Radio Production Officer position in Geneva already budgeted
should be filled as soon as possible.

34. The Secretary-General should implement fUlly the request, in paragraph 14
of Assembly resolution 36/149 B, that present United Nations short-wave
broadcasts over rented transmitters be placed on a daily schedule throughout
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the year, to the extent that this can be accomplished through more effective

utilization of existing resources. ~

35. The c~operation between t;'e Department of Public Information and the

Union of National Radio and Television Organizations of Africa as well as with

radio st~tions, members of the Union, should be continued in order to

broadcast radio programmes of the United Nations on those radio stations. The

Department should c~perate with the nation~l radio broadcasting

organizations in Africa for the establishment of a pilot project for wider

broadcasting of United Nations radio programmes. To this end, the Department

should take measures with the aim of promoting the study of technical and

financial aspects and audience demands for the establishment of the pilot

project.

36. The Secretary-General should be requested to present, at the next session

of the Committee, a new extensive and detailed report on the acquisition of a

United Nations communications satellite. 14/ This report should stUdy the

different alternatives and analyse and evaluate the current administration

costs in relation with telephone, telex, radio, video, document processing,

the holding of conferences, travels of interpreters, and so on, and while

projecting seven-year operational goals, compare them with the cost of its own

satellite. The study should take into account all potential uses of such a

satellite by the United Nations system. It should also present feasible

tinancing and self-maintenance alternatives. In this regard, the Committee on

Information should, at its next session. also take into account the basic

report on communications to be produced by the Joint I~spection Unit.

37. It should take note with satisfaction of the work done by the Department

of Public Information in relation with the transmission by satellite of weekly

television programmes on the United Nations. 15/

38. Member States should make voluntary contributionp to the United Nations

Trust Fund for Economic and Social Information.

39. The World Disarmament Campaign should give full consideration to the role

of mass media as the most effective way to achieve wide access to the public

with a view to promoting a climate of understanding, confidence and

co--operation conducive to peace and disarmament, the enhancement of human

rights and development. Within the World Disarmament Campaign, the Department

of Public Information should fulfil the role assigned to it by the General

Assembly ~ utilizing its expertise and resources in public information to

ensure its maximum effectiveness.

40. The United Nations should aim at the provision of all possible support

and assistance to the developing countries, with due regard to their interests

and needs in the field of information and to actions already adopted within

the United Nations system, including, in particular:

(a) Assistance to develo~ing countries in training journalists and

technical personnel and in setting up appropriate educational institutions and

research facilities,

(b) The granting of favourable conditions to provide access to

developing countries to such communication technology as is requisite for the
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establishment of a national information and communication system and
correspondent with the specific situation of the country concerned;

(c) The creation of conditions that will gradually enable the developing
countries to produce the communication technology suited to their nati9nal
needs, as well as the necessary programme material, specifically for radio and
television broadcasting, by using their own resources;.

(d) Assistance in establishing telecommunication links at subregional,
regional and interregional levels, especially among developing countries, free
from any kind of conditioning.

41. The Committee, noting with appreciation the Secretary-Generalis report on
the proposals for developing systematic evaluation procedures for activities
of the Department of Public Informtion, 16/ encourages the Secretary-General
to continue his efforts to develop a system for monitoring and evaluating the
effectiveness of the activities of the Department. The process of permanent
evaluation of the activities of the Department to which the Secretary-General
should give high priority thus ensuring an effective use of resources, should
be continued and complemented by evaluation carried out by the Joint
Inspection unit. In this regard, the observations made by consumers of
materia15 and services should also be taken into account. This sytematic
evaluation process should be pursued and a progress report should be presented
to the Committee on Information at its next substantive session.

42. Future reports of the Department of Public Information to the Committee
on Information and to the General Assembly should contain:

(a) More adequate information on the output of the Department in respect
of each topic, included in its work programme, which forms the basis of its
programme budget;

(b) The costs of the activities undertaken in rp.spect of each topic;

(c) More adequate information on the end-use of the Department's
products;

(d) The Departm~nt's ~valuation of the effectiveness of its different
programmes and activities;

Ce) A statement detailing the priority level which the Secr~tary-General

attaches to current or future activities of the Department, in documents
dealing with such activities.

43. In this regard, the Committee on Information requests the Department of
Public Information to present, during its next substantive session, a
sufficiently broad sample of the various programmes and activitie~, including
journals, booklets, news items, eXhibits, films, radio and television
recordings produced by the Department for the purpose of stUdying and
analysing the quality and efficacy of the material produced, and, at the same
time, to undertake a better informed analysis of the future planning and
programming activities of the Department.

92. The above recommendations are submitted to the General Assembly by the
consensus of the Commi~tee on Information. Reservations were expressed by some
delegations concerning the possible financial implications of some of them.
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1. It is a pleasure for me to discuss with you a subject of growing interest and
concern, namely information which, through the spoken, written and visual media, so
directly affects every member of the human race, irrespective of his or her
standard educatiru. I believe that we are all consumers of information and that
our thoughts and actions are daily affected by the nature and q~ality of the
information directed to us.

ANNEX I

Statement by the Secretary-General at the opening meeting of the
substantive session for 1982

[Original: Spanish)
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2. In the case of this Organization, information is a crucial element; first,
because it colours our perceptions and interpretations of the political and
economic problems with which we deal and, secondly, because information affects the
group behavior of societies and States.

3. Debate on the subject of information has been in p~ogress over the last
decade, with particular emphasis ~n its North-South aspects. The importance of the
issues in that debate is reflected in its emotionally charged nature. The United
Nations, and more directly UNESCO, have been at the centre of a controversy when
information is discussed in this North-South context. In view of the fact that
some of the criticism of the United Nations sy~tem in recent years has been based
on differing perceptions of its interests and aims in the area of information, I
should like now to address myself to some of those issues.

4. We who serve this Organization have a deep and abiding interest in the
accurate perception of its activities by the world at large. Onu of our main
interests, solidly based on the Charter of the United Nations, is to help the world
~o understand that the Organization provides a ready and adaptable means which
Governments can and should use to settle disputes and to deal with common
problems. If this mechanism is perceived incorrectly, if it is seen as a failed
attempt at world government or as an ineffectual exercise in international
idealism, Governments will not have recourse to or make proper use of it.

5. Tt past. decade has seen a broadening of this basic interest in explaining our
activities to the public. This has been due, in the main, to two factors. One is
the increasing complexity and diversity of United Nations involvement in world
affairs. The United Nations is deeply involved with the gritty problems of keeping
the peace in difficult and often dangerous situations. A great part of its
resources are conunit',d to speeding economic growth and ensuring adequate social
development for dozens of Member States. United Nations action in the economic and
social areas is particularly significant. Population growth, excessively high
rates of death and disease, the safeguarding of the environment and the ecosystems,
the processes of industrialization, -food production and agricultural development 
all these ar~ subjects of its concern and its efforts. In addition, two months
ago, the first comprehensive Convel)tion on the Law of the Sea in human history was
adopted. Even as we meet, a special session of the General Assembly is focusing on
the most serious problem confront~hg the world today - the arms race - which is
~r~mendously expensive and poses so serious a threat not only to world peace but to
the very survival of the human race.

6. My reason for mentioning these efforts by the United Nations is to point out
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that their success will depend to a great e~tent on public understanding of the
nature of the problems at hand, which will have the effect of either helping
Governments to work effectIvely within the United Nations or bringing to bear on
them the necessary pressure to use the means afforded to them by the United Nations.

7. I need not emphasize to this distinguished audience the importance of some of
the problems I have mentioned. In almost every field of human endeavour, we are
caught in a process of such swift change that the experiences of history have
become somewhat muted in their validity. Politically, econolllically,
technologically and socially, we are dealing with forces which promise to strongly
reshape the nature of our planet's economic, social and political life in the
coming decades. In such a situation, it is of vital importance that international
communications should be of the highest quality.

Q. The second factor responsible for the broadened interest of the United Nations
in information matters is the appearance of new countries in Africa, Asia and Latin
America and the Caribbean. The realization of their political independence, the
reVOlution of their rising hopes and expectations and their attempts to set right
past imbalances are forces reshaping modern history~ The study of these questions
has brought out the compelling need for changes aimed at imprOVed conditions for
these emerging countries, which will benefit them directly and the developed
countries indirectly.

9. When we inquire into why this need for change is not understood by people in
developed co~ntries as well as it should be, we find that one of the principal
reasons is that they know little about the problems of the world's developing
countries. The nature of changes proposed at the United Nations are frequently not
reported to them in an intelligible manner. And if we investigate the reasons for
this, it becomes apparent that the structures of existing global communications
systems do not encourage such communications. We find, in fact, that there is
little communication, in the sense of exchange of information, between the world's
developing and de'"eloped countries.

10. For the United Nations, the improvement of communications among the peoples of
the world is essential. The structures of world peace are often built in the minds
of ordinary people, based on feelings of security and confidence in a just and
rational world. If people are insecure about their neighbours and do not know
their na~ure or intention8~ it is only too easy to generate fears, whether
justifi9d or unjustified.

11. From fear to violence is, unfortunately, an almost instinctive step. In the
modern world, such instinctive use of violence can, of course, be tragically
counterproductive, we could, with frightening ease, destT.oy not only each other but
most life on earth. At a lesser level, war inevitably derails development plans,
increases inflation to unprecedented levels, ruins economies and can create hunger,
disease and despair.

12. While emphasizing the need for a broad United Nations interest in matters of
information bec~use of current world trends, I do not want to leave the impression
that our concern with this is new. At its ve~ first session, the General Assembly
adopted a resolution on freedom of information which declared it to be -the
touchstone of all the freedoms to which the United Nations is consecrated- and
called for an international conference to formulate its views concerning -the
rights, obligations and practices which should be included in the concept of the
freedom of information- {General Assembly resolution 59 (I».
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13. Over the years, the interest of the international community in information
matters has never flagged. In other General Assembly resolutions, at UNESCO and in
a number of other United Nations agencies and organizations, a wide variety of
information-related matters have been discussed. We all now realize that
information is not merely a service function but is a matter of substantive policy
and programme effort. When the General Conference of UNESCO adopted the 1978 Mass
Media Declar3tion, it also set in motion the first comprehensive study of
information ever Imdertaken. And the report of UNESCO's McBride Commission
reflected the wide~ra'~ing implications raised in our dealing with these matters.

14. Unfortunately, influential sections of the ma.·/·s media in a numht=r of countries
seem to have been alarmed by the adoption of the Declaration and by the debates
which have subsequently occurred on this subject, and their presentation of it to
the public has reflected certain unfounded fears. The nature and intention of the
Mass Media Declaration has, in the process, been considerably misperceived. The
Declaration, though a formal and solemn instrument, is not in any way binding upon
States nor, of course, upon the media. Its articles, whether directed to the mass
media or to States, do not purport to be anything but advisory. What, then, is the
use of such a document, it might be asked. The answer is that its use lies in
stating a generally acceptable approach on a matter of critical importance to the
international community. The Declaration refers to the Universal Declaration of
Hun~n Rights and to the 1966 Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and thus, by
implication, to the legal obligations of States to assist the mass media to
implement its moral and professional obligations.

15. Critics of the Declaration who express concern that national public
authorities have been given an instrument to limit freedom of the press are
mistaken. Such a concept was not and could never be the intention of any United
Nations deliberative body, in which free and open debate always prevails.

16. A realistic and practical example of United Nations hopes for the future is
the International Programme for Development of Communicatiqns - the IPDC - which
aims at creating facilities and disseminating technical skills. It seeks to
establish communications networks - nationally: regiofially and interregionally - to
train journalists for press, radio and television, to give access to communications
tecanology and information stemming from communications satellites or from data
banka - and, generally, to assist developing countries to particpate fUlly in the
new technologies for communications.

17. The drive by developing countries to correct the existing imbalances in the
flow of information is understandable and legitimate and the United Nations system,
particularly UNESCO, is committed to help in this regard. Admittedly, there are
dangers of governmental excesses in the process of creating a new system that would
have to depend for the most part on public policy and funds. But these dangsL"s
must be faced and dealt with openly. We cannot avoid them by doing nothing, for we
are all caught in inexorable currents of change. The international standards we
have set, the ideals enunciated in United Nations instruments, embody the highest
aspirations of humanity in this field. They should be used to spur progress and to
take us on to a future - in technology, communications and information - in which
all the world, developed and devel0r"ing, can share.

18. In speaking to you so far, I ,nave used the word "information" loosely, in its
customary sense, to mean "news" provided by mass media, newspapers, television and
radio. But the term "information" in our day inclUdes many heterogenous goods and
services - electronic sensing, satellite communications, computer analyses and
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memories, magnetic tapes, video discs and recorders, to name a few. Information is
specialized in a variety of ways, scientifically, technologically, economically.

19. It is on the flow of such specialized information very often, that the
processes of economic and social development depend. And because of this, the
United Nations system is broadly involved in the effort to study and reorder, in
the common interest, existing systems of international information flow.
Informatiion about health, for instance, is vital to the functioning of the World
Health Organization, as is that on world food crops to the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations. In attemrlting to help reshape the existing
industrial map of the world, u~IDO is committed to creating new systems of
information f1.)\1. The Centre on Tr..'lsnational CLopc:":ltions, UNDP, the World Bank 
all have special Interests in this question.

20. In recent years, a whole new dimension has been added to the debate as
countries, both developed and developing, have discovered that information about
themselves - their resources, their economic plans, their urban areas - is stored
in computers halfway round the world. In many cases, countries discover that they
have to pay to get back information which they themselves collected. It is thus
becoming quite apparent that the free flow of news is very different from the free
flow of specialized information. Both types of information affect our lives in
many and profound ways, yet they are bought 3nd sold like any other commodity.
This multiple nature of the modern information process is what gives it its
particular importance in our work at the United Nations.

21. The creation of this Committee by the General Assembly was an acknowlegement
that information matters required a special focus and needed polic~ directives.
During its existence, the Committee has done valuable and difficult work. In
conclUding my remarks, I would like to comment on what has been and wh~t will
surely continue to be, one of the important items on your agenda, the public
perceptions ,~f the United Nations.

22. The international situation in which the United Nations exists today is an
ominous one. The pattern of world affairs has shifted in unexpected and dangerous
ways, creating fresh strains in international relations and tending to aggravate
many serious problems. One of the major functions of the United Nations system is
to provide the framework to identify the nature and implications of these stresses,
so that peaceful actions can be taken in concert in order to deal with them. This
will be possible, however, 'only if the systems of international co-oper~tion are
correctly perceived and properly used.

23. The task of informing a global public about the activities of the United
Nations system and educating people about its aims, concepts and realities, is
formidable. It is not just that the issues before the international organizations
are of global magnitude and complexity. There is the unavoidable fact that the
"art of the possiblew, as practised at the international level, is neither g~ipping

in procedure nor, in most cases, dramatic in reSUlt. How to convey to a broad mass
of people the importance of the often plodding but vital processes of multilateral
diplomacy or of development efforts? These are questions which we in the
Secretariat deal with on a daily basis and we are acquiring experience which allows
us to tackle them with increasing efficiency. I am confident that from your
deliberations in this Committee we will gain continuing encouragement. and guidance
in our work.
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ANNEX II

Statement by the Chairman of the Committee on Information at

the gpening meeting of the substantive session for 1982

[Original, Spanish]

1. I am very grateful that we have with us the Secretary-General, His Excellency

Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, whose pres~nce here is highly significant and

encouraging. He has proved to be a distinguished son of Latin America in the

performance of his noble task before the ~rld community. His statement today has

afford~d constructive guidelines that will contribute to the work of our Cvmmittee

in the fundamental area of economic, social and political development, and in

matters related to the uni~ersality of the United Nations and the need to bridge

the information gap between the rich and the poor, at a time when the focus is on

the true tmage of this peace Organi~ation a5 one providing services and affording

opportunities.

2. The United Nations Committee on Information is beginning its fourth year of

work at a time when millions of inhabitants of our planet are coming to the doors

of the world Organization with a clear and specific request: disarmament and

peace. They are raising the flag of all peopl~6, d6manding _ , many languages from

all corners of the earth - in Japan as well as in western Europe, Canada, New York

and Latin America - demanding that Governments fulfil the commitments of the San

Francisco Charter. And this historic movement - an encouraging devElopment in this

last quarter of a century that has been marked by two world wars and the imminence

of the nuclear destruction of our globe - is supported by millions of

non-governmental organizations, by hundreds of leading scientists and religious

figures, by political groupings of all tendencies, by the survivors of Hiroshima

and, primarily, by young people, who, in the full assurance of their right to a

world of peace, freedom, prosperity and justice, are turning to the United Nations

as a means of preserving the most precious human values which today's rulers must

pass on to these same young people when they begin to manage the world's affairs.

3. Thus it is clear that the United Nations, after 38 years of existence, has not

been working in vain. The strength of public opinion has reached this peace

Organization which, in turn, has at last reached public opinion. This vindicates

those who drafted the Preamble to the Charter 9ince today, more than ever before,

it represents a commitment on the part of the international community in terms of

doctrine and action, a commitment which is respectable, solid and permanent because

it begins with the words: "We, the peoples of the United Nations ••• H.

4. But ther,,, are othl';:. encourag iIly tl'.:"ends we must bear in mind as well, with

hope, precisely at this tragic and regrettable time of territorialist, doctrinaire,

imperialistic, religious or colonialist wars. The industrialized countries of the

West, at their summit meetings at Cancun and Versailles, accepted the need for

global negotiations. This means that they are beginning to hear the clamour of the

peoples and to heed the demand of the developing world that the North-South

dialogue should herald understanding rather than implacable, undesirable

confrontati.on and global dichotomy between rich and poor.

5. Meanwhile, the question of)the revitalization of the Economic and Social

Council is receiving in-depth consideration - and not before time. The Council has

been the main source of the grand designs and resolutions which extended and

streamlined the United Nations system so that it could achieve precisely the goals
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set forth in the Preamble to the Charter, "to promote social progress and better

standards of life in larger freedom".

6. Thus, everything falls into place within the general scheme of action in

relation to the major responsibilities of our era. Disarmament is of course such a

re~nsibility, but it is not the sole aim or the ultimate objective. Disarmament,

with its logical corollary, the peaceful Bettlement of disputes, is a prerequisite

for peace. But peace is not the sole aim or the ultimate objective either. Peace

serves a specific purpose, na.,'nely, development. Once again, in the Preamble, there

is the solemn undertaking to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights and to

establish conditions of justice and respect for social progress and better

standards of life.

7. Wllat does all this have to do with the mandate of this Committee and the

sociial information media? It is fully and absolutely relevant, because this was

the purpose for which we established t~is I~~~ttee in the General Assembly and

because the media are simply the voice of the conscience of the people. It is only

when the media do not so function that crowds take to the str.eets to make their

voices heard and write on the walls, or in the prisons of repression, their

messages ~f justice.

8. This is why we maintain that the promotion of development is a paramount

responsibility of information, as it is a paramount responsibility of disarmament,

peace and security, the prerequisites in a single process.

9. Accordingly, this Committee on Information will also have to consider this

subject and imbue its action with this philosophy, since the mandate of the

committee establishes a direct relationship between information and development,

the first paragraph of the mandate refers to the need to examine United Nations

public information policies in the light of the evolution of international

relations in the past two decades and the imperatives of the establishment of the

new international economic order and of a new world information and communication

order. This mandate thus encompasses the United Nations bodies dealing with

development and the transfer of technology in the preliminary stage.

10. The 33 action-oriented recommendations in the Committee's 1981 report, r6ached

~ consensus in the Working Group and adopted by the Special Political Committee of

the General Assembly, mark an historic and auspicious level of understanding

between the East and the West, the North and the South, with respect to the

modalities of inform~tion. In addition, since consensus, a desirable and

preferable system for reaching agreement, fortunately does not in any way mean a

veto, these recommendations were also &upported by the democratic voting system, in

plenary meeting at th'} most recent session of the Assembly, in an impressive show

of majority support, universal in its dimensions.

11. '!'hose recmmnendations constitute the greatest contribution our Committee has

made in its history. They represent a commitment to activities for the United

Nations system and an appeal to the sense of responsibility of the information

media in supporting the major issues of peace and intern3tional security, such as

disarmament. and peace-keeping operations, the promotion of human rights,

decolonization, the struggle against racial discrimination, the involvement of

women in the. struggle for peace and development, and the establishment of the new

international economic order and' the new world information and cOl1lllunicatioa order.

12. A significant and commendable degree of understanding and co-operation has
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prevailed in the work of the ca.itt('ie on Infomation, as well as a clear awareness
of the multitude of positions and approaches in cor.."1a:don with the information
function. Thum, with full respect for the opinions of sovereign countries on the
matter, there was a reaffirmation of the principle of freedOlll of infomation on the
basis of the free cireulation and the broadest and best balanced dissemination of
infol.'r,\tion, with the diversity of information sources and the freedom of access to
such sourC98 being guaranteed. There was a reaffirmation of the inspiring concept
of article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights on the right to freedom
of <:pinion and the right to reeehe and impart ideas through any media and
regardles8 of frontiers. In my country, Ecuador, which prides itself on its
8~rupulous reapect for freedom of the press, a conference on the relationship
between human rights and public information in Latin America is now in progress.

13. The inteneification of conflicts and the sowing of rese~tment by reporters and
commentators who are unscrupUlous, opinionated and ignorant of the situations,
characteristics and certainly the history and geography of other people.s are evils
which weaken p~rful information systems and convert them into instruments of
disinfo~~tionor premeditated silence, with which the developing countries are
forced to contend in the~r efforts to achieve their own economic, social and
cultural improvement. 1bese evils are as serious as the evils of systems of State
censorship or systems in which only the offici~l line of ir~ormation prevails, in
mocki~ defiance of freedom of thought and of information.

14. Significantly, th'!!!]e issues have begun to bP. andysed in the United Nattons
system and, particularly, in UNESCO, since they tend to stand in the way of peace,
development, uooerstanding and co-operation among peoples and the very preservation
of human freedoms. Stress has also begun to bP placed on the training of
journalists from the developing countries, on the development of their schools of
journalism and news agencies, and on the valuable exchanges of journalists batween
the North and the South, without which there would be no constructive dialogue or
hope for understanding between Governments a~d regions.

15. All these factors are involved in the over-all concept of development,
development being a Unit.ed Nations objective in the sphere of peace. Of course, on
our agenda, these factors reflect the direct, inescapable relationship between
information and development in the world today, in the very structure of the United
Nations system, in, the activities of the Department of Public Information, which
should become ever more closely linked to the activities of the United Nations
Development Programme, in the clear relationship between all these issues and the
need to improve the image of the world Organization, ~ better explaining to the
general public exactly what it is and what potential it holds, and in the need for
consistency and harmony, not to mention co-ordinat~,.n, among all the info111la~:l.on
services of the network of organizations within the system.

16. We will not, therefore, run the risk of creating division and losing ourselves
in minor matters. The three parag~aphs containing this Committee's mandate are
broad, clear and adec!pate. They are present in various aSPeCts of the agenda
&dOPted at the organizational meet.ing and they are reflected in the useful
document.s made available t.o us, with the usual efficiency and timeliness, by the
Un6,u-Seoretary-General for Information, NI. Akashi, to whom we express our
thanks. Perhaps we should group npre clearly the list of items under t.hree
heading., using the exact words Q.l. the paragraphs of the mandate, as was done last
year, without relegating them to: t.o a mere foot-note.

17. The ter.s of some agenda items will make it possible to deal in greater .detail
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with the relationship between ihformation and devela,pment. In addition to the
debate on the promotion of the new world information and communication order in
section A, we have, in section C, the two subsections on the active participation
of all organizations of the United Nations system in the fulfiL.ent of the
Committee's mandate and on co-ordination in the field of public information
activities among the Members of the United Nations system.

18. The correlation between information and development will give us an
opportunity to support the Secretary-General in his effort to bring closely
together, both at Headquarters and at field offices, the activities of the
Department of Public Information and those of the United Nations Development
Programme, particularly all the activities of the operational service programmes of
the United Nations throughout the system.

19. Only in this way will the installed capacity of the available international
machinery make it possible to meet the great popular demands for action from the
United Nations. When the world pUblic at large knows in greater detail about the
economic, social and cultural work which constitutes 80 per cent of the activities
of the United Nations system, the image of the United Nations is bound to improve
and the Organization will appear in its true light as an instrument of peace,
serving the development of peoples, in a genuine movement towards detente and the
maintenance of peace and in an atmosphere of international coexistenc~,

co-operation and justice.

~o. The services of the Department of Public Information are bringing themselves
up to date and adapting themselves to these new situations in which our Committee
on Information has been acting as a political forum for the co-ordination of
recommendations. Thus, we welcome the submission of reports on items relating to
the true universality of the work involved, which should in turn reflect the
growing universality of the Organization. I am referring to the geographical
distribution in the staffing of the Department of Public Information and the
balanced use of the official languages in the DepartMent's publications and
programmes.

21. For me, as a Latin American, aware of the significance of the close links
between the countries of Iberian origin, which now comprise some 300 million
Spanish-speaking and 150 million Portuguese-speaking people, the inclusion of these
items is encouraging and Bi~nifies a further contribution to the strengthening of
the world-wide dissemination of the work of the United Nations, as has already been
pointed out here by distinguished spokesmen for the peoples of Africa and Asia.

22. We hope to be able to count at this session on the valuable contributions of
the United Nations organizations which have worked so hard, particularly the
contributions of UNESCO and ITU, as well as those of non-gc)vernmental
o~ganizations, the Unit~d Nations Corres.pondents' Association and the many
information specialists of public and private organizatic~s.

23. I would like to express my gratitude to the members of the Bureau, with whom
we shall continue working enthusiastically and with dedication, as in ~ast years.
I would like to welcome the new representative of the African Group here, the
distinguished COunsellor of the Mission of Morocco, Mr. Rachid Lahlou. I would
also like to thank the Secretariat staff for their preparatory work, particularly
the Secretary, Mr. Iqbal Riza.

24. Two hundred years ago, the precursor of Ecuadorian jou~ne11sm, Eugenio Espejo,
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advocated the promotion of development, health, human rights and freedan. To do
all this, he had to be a medical doctor, a researcher, a scientist, a librarian, a
conspirator and, of course, a journalist. He succeeded in pUblishing seven issues
of his periodical First Manifestations of the CUlture of Quito. And, in the last
i ••ue! which appeared on 29 March 1192, he appealed for a new social order which he
called ·Concordia·, saying in his last line ·se continuaraw

- Mto be continued-.
For his anti-colonialist ideas and his love of freedan, Espejo went to prison,
where he died one MOnth later. But ~to ce continued- is the watch-word of
Ecuadorian journalillJl. In the perpetually-beginning process in which this
com.ittee, with its universal mission, is engaged, we are committed to the same end.

1/ For the statements of the Secretary-General and of the Chairman of the
oomaittee, se. annexes I and 11.

]I The Department of Public Information distributed supplementary
info~tion on this matter to the Committee.

1V The proposed dates for the meetings of the Committee on Information in
1983 are as follows.

28 and 29 March 1983. organizational s~ssion

29 June to 8 July 1983, substantive session

~ See the third part of the mandate of the Committee on Information
(General Assembly resolution 34/182, sect. I, para. 2 (c».

~ See the second part of the mandate of the Committee on Information
(General Assembly resolution 34/182, sect. I, para. 2 (b».

jf See AlAC.198/56.

11 See A/AC.198/55.

!I See the first part of the mandate of the Committee on Information
fGeneral Assembly resolution 35/182, sect. I, para. 2 (a».

y See A/AC.198/45 and Add. 1.

W See A/AC.198/44.

W See A/AC.198/41.

W See A/AC.198/48.

131 See A/AC.198/49.

W See A/AC.198/5l.

W See AlAC.198/52.

W See A/AC.19B/53.
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