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INTERNATIONAL COVENANIE ON NNiAN RIGIfTS

Report of the Secretarv-General

l. ?he General AsBembly by lt6 reaolution 2200 A (xXI) of 15 Decenbcr 1956
adopted and opened for signature, ratification or rcceasion the Internrtional
Covenant on Econmlc, social and Cultural Rights, the Internatlonal Covcnent on
Clvll and Political RightE and the Optional Protocol to the International Coven.nt
on Civll and Political Ri9ht6, and cxpreaaed the hope that the Covenants and thc
Optional Protocol would be slgned, ratlfled or acceded to yitho|it dclay .nd roulil
ccdE lnto force at an early tlate. The Ase€mbly also regueEted the S€cretlry-
General to subnit to it at it6 future sessions reporta conccrnlng th€ atatus of,
ratiflcattons of the Covenants and of the Optional Protocol. ln rcsponse to that
reque3t, reports on the gtatus of the Internatlonal Covenanta anal the O,ptlonal
Protocol have been submltted annually to the Asscmbly sirrca its tuenty-rccond
aeaalon, in 1967.

2. Both Covenanta and the Optlonal Protocol were opened for slgnrture at l|ew lolk
otr 19 Dccedrer 1955. In accordance rith thelr reEp€ctive provisionel _l/ the
fnternational Covenant on Econc[nlc, Social and Cultural Rlght6 entered lnto forcc
on 3 itanuary 19?6, the InternationaL Covenant on Civll and Poutlcel Rlghts enteraal
into force on 23 l,larch 1975, and the qrtlonal Protocol to the lhternational
Covenant on Clvll and Folitical nights, having received the requ ir.d nu&er of
ratiflcations or accesaiona, entered into force alnultanGously Fith tbrt Covenant
on 23 March 19 75.
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3. By its resolution 35,/58 of 25 Novenber 1981, the General Assenbly again
invited all states nhich had not yet done so to becotrE partles to both covenants
and to consider acceding to the Optional Protocol to the Internatlonal covenant on
Civil and Political Rights and invited the states parties to the International
Covenant on Civll and Political Righta to conglder r0ak 1n9 th€ declaratlon provided
for in article ttl of that Covenant. the Asse6ly also requested the secretary-
General to submit to it at it6 thirty-seventh sesBion a report on the status of the
covenants and the Optional Protocol.

4. As at I Septenber 1982, the Internationel Covenant on Econdnlcr Social and
Culturaf Rights had been ratlfied or acceded to by 7{ states, the International
Covenant on Clvil anal Polltical Rlghts had been ratifieal or acceded to by 7l StateE
and the optional Protocol to tbe International covenant on clvil and Folitical
Rights had been ratified or acceded to by 28 Statea. In additlon, l0 states had
slgned the International Covenant on Econonic, Soclal and Cultur.l Rights'
1l States had signed the fnternational covenant on Civil and Political Rights and
7 states had signed the Optional Protocol. fihe IiBt of States which have signed,
ratified or acceded to the Covenant6 and the Optional Protoc'ol rnd the dates of
their sj.gnaturesl ratiflcatlons or accessiona al,!)rlr in annexe€ I to IfI of the
present report.

5. tlPon ratlficatlon of the InternationaL Covenaht on Clvll and Political Rights,
or sub6equently, the Governnents of Aus.trir, Canadar De [ark, Finlandr Gertarqr,
Federal Republic of, Iceland, Italy, the Netherlands, ldew Zealand, l{ortray, Senegal,
srl Lanka, Sweden and the Unlted Kingdon of Great Brltaln and Northern Ireland have
made the declaration provided for in artlcle {l of the Covenant, recognizing the
conpetence of the Eunan Rights Corunlttee eEtabli6hed under article 28 of the
covenant to receive ahd cohsider comunlcatlons to the effect that a State party
claims that another State party ls not fulfllllng its obligatione under the
covenant. The provlsions of article {l entered lnto force on 28 uarch 1979 ln
accordance nith paragraph 2 of that article.

5. As regards the inplanentation of the Internrtiona!. Covenant on Econonic,
soclal and cultural Rlghts, the sessional working Group of @vernmental &.perts on
the inplenentation of that Covenant, establlshed ln accordance slth Econqlic and
soclal council decislon L978/1O of 3 usy 1978, held its fourth session at United
Nations Headquarters fron 5 to 23 Npril 1982. The Group was cotlposed of the
fouowing nemlcer s of the council which uere algo states parties to the covenant:
Bulgaria, Byelorua€lan Soviet Socialtst lGpubllc, France, cernany, lbdera] nepublic
of, alapan, Kenya, Llbyan Arab atarnahlriya, Uexico, Norsay, Peru, Tunisiar Union of
Eoviet Socialist ltepubllcs and Venezuela.

7. At its fourth sessLon, the sesgional Working Group consldered reporta
subrnitted by Stat€s partle6 under the fir6t, aecond and third stages of the
Programme establlshed by Econordc and Soclal Counc 1l resolution 1988 (Lx) of
1I l.lay 1975 concerning rights covered by articles 6 to 9, 10 to 12 and 13 to 15 of,
the @venant. It also congidered the que€tion of the revlevr of lts future
cottrposition, organizatlon anil adlinistretlve errangenenta and Eubnitted a report to
the Economlc and soclal councll at tts firat regular Eession of 1982 (E/L982/56 and
Cor!.1) .
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8. By its resolution 1982,/33 of 6 Uay I98?, the Economic and Social Council took
measures to review the conposition, organizatlon and aaunlnlstrative arrangements of
the Sessional Worklng Group and decided, inter alia, that the Worklng Group should
henceforth be knqrn as nseseional liorklng croup of covermEntal E*perts on the
Inplen€ntatlon of the International Covenant on Econonic, Social and Cultural
Rightstr, to be referred to as the iGroup of D(pertsit that the 15 nenber s of the
Group of S.pert€ should be elected by the Councll fron anong the States parties to
the Covenant, in accordance nith the geographical dlstrlbutlon establlBhed by the
council in paragraph (a) of its decision f97e/].0i that the rEnbers of the croup of
b(perts should be elected for a tem of three yearst and that one nember from each
legional group ahould be renereed each year. In the sane resolution, the CounclL
decided that the firEt elections for the rnernbershlp of the Group of S<perts rroulal
take place at the resunEd second regular session of the Council ln 1982 and
subsequent elections $ould take place each year during the firEt regular session of
the Counc il.

9. fn the same resolution, it was also decided that each enber State elected to
the Group of E(perts should designate, in consuLtation uith the secretary-Ceneral
and subject to conflrnation by the Council, a qualified person to represent that
Menber State in the Group of hpertEt that the personE so deslgnated should be
experts with recognlzed competence in the field of hunan rlghtsl and that the
confirnation of the experts so designated should take place at the organlzatlonal
seesion for 1983 of the councll.

10. The Group of E perts is to neet annually for a period of three weeks,
beginning two weeks b€fore the fir€t regular session of the council, and the
duration of each session nay be extended by the Council at its orEanizational
session, if reguired, taking into account the nuEber of reportE to be examined by
the Group of E(perts in the course of its follorring session. The croup of D.perts
will rnake suggestlons and recodnendati.onE of a general nature based on its
conslderation of reports submitted by States lrartleE to the Covenant and by the
specialized agencies, in order to assist the Council to fulflt, ln particular, its
respons ibil ities under articles 2.L anal 22 of the Covenant.

11. The Council is to review the conposition. organization and admlnistrative
arrangenents of the Group of E(perts at lts fir6t regular aession of L985, and
subsequently every three years, takl.ng lnto account the prlnciple of equltable
geographical dlstrtbution and the increase in the nurber of States parties to the
Covenant. ?he procedures anal nEthods of work egtabllshed blr Council resolutions
I9eB (Lx) and 1979/43, and decisions 1978/].0 and 1981,/158, wlll renain in force ln
so far a€ they are not rpdifled by resolutlon 1982/33.

L2. AE regards the furpl€mentation of the Internatlonal Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, the Hunan Rights Cornmittee h€ld its fourteenth session in Bonn at
the invitatlon of the Governrnent of the Federal Republic of cerrnany from L9 to
30 October 1981, tts fifteenth session at United Nations Headguarters fron 22 March
to 9 April 1982 anil ita sixteenth session at the United Nations Office at ceneva
fron 12 to 30 ,tuly 1982. In accordance with article 45 of the Covenant and
article 6 of the Optional Protocol, the Cormlttee has subnltted lts annual report,
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through the Econ6lc and 8oci.l Coutrtlr to the GanGrrl Allcnbty rt lta
thirty-Eeventh aeasion, 3/ drfch coeer. th€ .cttvltlr! of thG Coultta. at lt!
fourtecnth, fifteenth rnd llrtecnth !ct!ion!.

!btc!

L/ Article 2? of the Int.rnatlonrl Coven nt on EconoDtc, soclal .nd culturrl
RightE, altlcle 49 of th€ Int.rnltlot|.l ConGnlnt on Clell lttd Pollttcll Rtght! and
artlcle 9 of th€ Optionrl Protocol.

Ur
suErrlenent No. {0 lv!1llor.



9tate

Algerle
Asgcntln.
Austnlh
Auatrlr
B.rbrfug
B€ltlu!
Bo l lvte
BulgaEh
EyclorusaLn sovl.t Soclal lrt

R.Pubuc

Cenrd!

CeDtrd, lfrlc.n n pubUc

Ch1le

Chlnr y
colabla
Coatr &lca
qtprus

Ctecholloerk lr
Demcntlc lanpuchta
DanDr k

Damcr.tic Paot lGra Rapubl ic
oG f,orea

Doolntc.n n publlc
Ecuador

Egypt

Et 8.lv.dos

tNtlEx r

Drte of alqneture

l0 Decembcr 1958

19 Fcbrurry 1958

l8 ltecelnber 1972

l0 Decenber l9?3

l0 Decer$er 1968

E Octobes 1958

19 tlerch 1958

16 s.ptenb€r 1969

2l Dec€rbrr 1965

19 Decet$er 1966

9 ilanuary 1957

7 Gtober l95E

17 October 1980

20 t'hrch 1968

29 s€ptcder 196?

I August 1957

2l Sept€r$er 1967
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Drte of receipt of
the inBtrunent of
rrtlficetlon or

acceaaion

10 Decenber 1975

I0 septenber 1978

5 Jrnuary 1973 !/

12 August L982 gl
2l Septemb€r 1970

12 Nov€mber 19 73

19 lrry 1976 g/
8 ttay 1981 g,/

I0 February 1972

29 october 1959

29 Noveeber 1968

2 A1lr tl 1969

23 Decenber 1975

6 Janue ry 1972

l4 Septenb€r I98L Z/

{ January L978 g/
5 !{a rch 196 9

1l January 1982

30 lbvenber 1979
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State

Finland
France

canbia

Gernan Derpcratic Republic

Germany, trlederal Republic of
cuinea
Guyana

Ilonduras
Hungary

Iceland
India
Iran
rraq
Ireland
fsrael
Italy
Janaica

ilapan

Jordan

Kenya

I€ banon

Liberi a

libyan Arab(lamahlrlya
Luxernbourg

Madagascar

ual i
Ualta

Meuritius
llexico

Date of glqnature

l1 Gtober 19 67

27 tiarch 1973

9 October 1968

28 February 195 7

22 August 1968

19 Decenber 1966

25 lla rch 1969

30 Decenber 196 8

4 April 1968

I8 February 1969

I october 19 73

19 Decenber 1965

18 .fanuary 1957

19 December 1966

30 May I97I
30 ilune 1972

18 April 196 7

26 Novenber 1974

14 April 1970

22 Oc tober 1958

Date of receipt of
the inatrunEnt of
ratification or

accessl0n

19 August 1975

4 Novernber 1980 a,/

29 December 1978 2l
8 NoveDber 19 73

l? Decenber 1973

2{ ,fanuary 1978

15 February 19 77

17 February L98L a'/

17 January 19 74

22 August 197 9

10 April f979 a/
24 June 1975

25 January l97l

15 Septenber 1978

3 October 1975

21 ilune 1979

28 May 1975

L May L972 a/
3 November L972 a/

15 litay 19 70 a/

22 september I97I
16 July L97 4 a,/

12 December L973 e/
23 Ma rch f981 y'



State

tlongolla
l,brocco
Netherlands

New Zealand

Nicaragua

Noruay

Prnana

Eer u

PhtlipplneE
Poland

Portugal
Romania

R$and!

St. Vincent and the crenadlnes
SeneEal

Solotmn Islands
Spe 1n

sri Lanka

Sur lname

Sweden

Syrian Arab Republlc
|Prlnidad and Tobago

Tuntsla

Ukralnian govlet socialist
Eepubllc

Un lon of Sovlet sociallst
Republics

Unr.ted Kl ngdolr of creat Britain
and Northern Ireland

United nepubllc of tanzanla

Date of slqnature

5 June 1968

19 January 1977

25 June 1969

12 lloveaber 1968

20 l{arch 1968

27 July 1976

11 August 197?

19 Decenber 1966

2 Uarch 196?

? october 1976

27 ,Iune 1968

6 JuIy 1970

28 Septenber 1976

29 Septenber 195 7

30 lprll 1968

20 arch 1968

18 r,ta rch 19 68

16 Septenber 1958
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Date of receipt of
the instrurnent of

accesslon

l8 November 19 ?4

3 llay 1979

11 December 1978

28 Decenber 1978

12 March f980 y'
13 septeder 1972

8 March 1977

28 Aprtl 1978

7 ilune 1974

18 March L97 7

31 JuIy 1978

9 Decenber 1974

16 April L975 a/
9 tibvenber L98I g/

13 FebEuary I9?8

17 March L982 c/
27 ler iL 1977

ll June l9a0 a/
28 December L975 il
6 Decenber 19 7l

21 April L969 g/
8 Decenber I97I Z/

18 ua rch 1969

12 November 1973

16 oc tober 19 73

20 May 19 i6

ll ilune L976 gl

ratlflcatlon or
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State

unlted states of America

('tuguay

venezuela

Yugoslavla

zrlre

Date of signature

5 october 1977

21 February 1967

2{ itune 1969

I August 1957

Date of rece lpt of
the instrunent of
ratlficatlon or

acceEalon

I April 1970

10 liay 1978

2 June l97l
Mvember 1976 gl

{ Acceaal.on.

V Folloning on the adoption t'y the General Asa€$bly of reaolutlon
2?58 (xxvll of 25 october 19?1 on the lauful rightE of the P€oPIe's RePubllc of
Chlna ln the United lihtions, the Mintster for Forelgn Affaira of the People'a
Republic of china, by a note adAreEsed to the secretary-General ' recelved on
29 Septeaber l9?2' statedr

"1. t{ith regard to the nultilateral treaties aigned, ratlfled or accedGd
to by the defunct chlne6e governnent before the establlabuent of the PeoPle I s
Bepubllc of China, ny @nerru|ent r,ilt exanine all their contents before naking
a decialon ln the llght of the clrcunatancea aB to Yhether or not they should
be recognlzed.

12. As fron t Gtober l9{9, the day of the founding of the People'a
Republlc of Chlna, the chiang Xai-shek clique has no right at all to rePr.aent
Chlna. fta aiEnature anat ratification of, or accession to, any nultllateral
treatl.es b,]' usurplng the name of rChlnat are all illegal and null and vold.
y covernment ulU study theae nultilateral treatleg before maklng a declsion

ln the tlght of the circunEtances aa to whether or not they should be accedeal
to. r

The ltsts in annet(ea I to IIr therefore do not include the slgnature of the
tso covenanta ard the oPtlonal Protocol on behatf of the "Republic of Chlnli on
5 october 1967.

il Date of reception of notlflcation of successlon.
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c!s!g
Alg.r1.
Atg.ntlnr
Aultsrllr
Au.tllr !/
Berbrdo!

Bclg lue
EoIlvl|
Bulg.rt.
Byalorultl.n govl.t soclali.t

Fpubltc
crnrdr g/
C.ntral Atrlcrn bPubltc
chlle
chtil g/
Colilbtr
Co;tr Rlc.
Clprrs

crachollovak I a

D.mcrltlc irrpuclrea

llcDcr.tlc Dro9lc'i DPubl'lc
of lbr.r

rbnlrrh y
t oolnlcm n Pubtlc
Eu.abr
89t?t

TNNBI II

PlEgrie@E!'
10 Dece$ber 1958

19 Pebruary 1968

18 Decrnbe! 1972

l0 DecedeE 1973

l0 Dc€cde! 1968

I octobcr 1968

19 l{arch 1958

15 sept€Dber 1969

21 D€c.mber L966

19 Dece*er 1965

19 Decenber 1955

? October 1968

1? October 1980

20 r.{! rch 195E

{ rpriL 1968

I August 1967

Date of receiPt of
6; fiErument o-
ratlfication or

acceggion

13 August 1980

10 sePtenber 1978

5 January 1973 V

12 August L982 V
21 Septenber 1970

12 Nov€mber l9?3

19 uay 1976 b,/

8 !4ay 1981 V
l0 February l9?2

29 october L969

29 l,lovember 1968

2 Aprit 1959

23 December I9?5

14 Septenber f981 !/

6 January 1972

4 ,ranua rY L978 b/

6 March 1969

l{ January 1982
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State

EI Salvador

Finland g/
Brarce

Ganbla

Gernan Dernocratlc Republlc
Gernany, Federal R€publlc of a,/

Guinea

Guyana

lfonduras

Eungary

Iceland g,/

India
f ran

fraq
Ireland
I srael
rtaly y'
Janaica

,tapan

Jordan

Kenya

Lebanon

Liberia
libyan Arab Jarnahlrlya
Luxernbourg

Madagascar

uali
Iilauritlus

Date of alqnature

2l S€ptenber 196 7

U October 1967

27 ltr rch 1973

9 0c tober 1968

28 February 1967

22 August 1968

19 Decerdber 1966

25 lGrch 1969

30 December 1968

4 Aprll 1.968

I8 February 1969

I Qtober 1973

19 Decenber 196 5

l8 January 1967

19 Decetnber 1966

30 May 19 78

30 June 19 72

18 Aprtl 195?

26 November 19 74

l? septenber 1.96 9

Date of recelpt of

30 l,lov€mber 1979

19 August 1975

4 November L9e0 V
22 l{arch L97 9 E/
8 November 1973

17 Decenber 19?3

24 January 1978

15 February 1977

1? ilanua ry 19711

22 August 1979

I0 Aprll L979 b/
24 June 1975

25 alanuary l97l

15 Septetnber l9?8
3 October 1975

2l .tune 1979

28 Uay 1975

1 t'ay 1972 pl
3 Novernbet L972 b./

15 May 1970 b/

2l June 19 71

16 jruly L974 V
12 Decenber 1973 E/

lgtltlcation or
accesaion



state

Mexico

l.longof ia
llo rocco

Netherlands g/
t{ew zealand !/
Nlcaragua

tlorway y'
Panama

Peru

Phllippines
Poland

Fortugal
Ronran ia
Rnanda

salnt vincent and the Grenadinca

Senegal g/
spain

Sri Lanka al
Surinane

Sreden a,/

Syrian Arab l€Publlc
Tr inialad and Tobago

Tuniaia

ukrainlan soviet soclallst
Republic

un ion of sovlet soclallst
Republlcs

Unlted Kingatom of Great Etitaln
and Northern Iteland y'

Uni ted RePubllc of Tanzanla

Date of slqnlturc

5 ilunc l96E

19 ilanuary 1977

25 atune 1969

12 lloveuber 1968

20 Harch 1968

27 July 1975

11 August 19?7

19 Dec.Der 1956

2 lbrch 1967

? oc tober 1976

27 Junc 1968

6 atuly 19?0

28 Septenber 1976

29 s€pterber 1957

30 April 1.968

20 l!|rch 1968

18 t{.rch 1968

16 septenber 1958

M37/106
Engltsh
Annex II
Page 3

Diat. of receiPt 9f
thc ln5trunent ot
ratlflcation or

accegalon

23 March r98r E/
t8 Novetrber l97tl

3 May 1979

11 Decenber 1978

28 Decenber 1978

12 uarch 1980 !,/
13 septenb€r 1972

8 Uarch l9??

28 April !.978

18 uarch 1977

15.tune 1978

9 Decenb€r 1974

l5 April L973 V
9 l{ovenber 1981 !/

13 February 19?8

27 April 197?

1l June f980 !,/
28 December L976 V
6 Decel$er 197I

21 Aprtl L969 b/
21 Decer$er 197I b/
l8 l6rch 1969

12 Noveeber 1973

16 OctobeE 19 73

20 Mqy 19 75

1l June 1976 Y/
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State

United State6
Uruguay

Venezuela

Yugoslavia

zalte

of l0erlcr

l.lade the dcclarltlon und€r

Acceselon.

See annex I, foot-not€ V.

Dltc of slqnrtura

5 etober 19??

2l Fcbruary 1967

2l ltunc 1969

I August 1967

I tblrc.bcr L976 V

.rt. lI ol thc Covcnant.

Dat. of racelpt of
gbq lnatrunent of
ratlflcatlon or

tcceaaion

I Aprtl 1970

l0 l|y 1978

2 itune l9?I

il
v
9/
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I tat€

Aurtrla
8.rb.alog

Bolivir
Canada

central Alrlcan ltEpubllc

chin !/
Co1dlb la
colta lttca
Cyprug

Dcnner k

Donlnican &publlc
Ecuador

El Salv.dor
llnllnd
Gu lnta
Eondu!aa

lccl.nd
Itrly
alara lca
ll!al,ig asce E

ruritius
etherlanda

Nlcaragua

llorury
Prn&a

Par u

Drte of .lqmtur.

l0 D.ccabcr 1973

2l Dcc€nb.r 1966

19 Dcccdqr 1965

19 DccGnbcr 1955

20 llarch 1968

I tprll 1968

21 6.pt nbGs 1957

ll Dcccdcr 195?

19 tL rch 1975

19 DGc.tGr 1956

30 Aprll 1976

19 Dcceabcr 1966

17 SeptGS€r 1969

25 ilune 1959

20 tttrrch 1958

27 July 1975

Il tugurt 1977

Date of rece ipt of
the inatrunent of
rltlflcation or

accesslon

5 atanuary L973 g/
12 August L982 gl
19 r4ay L97 6 Z/
8 l,laY 198r q/

29 Octob€r 1969

29 tlovenber 1968

5 itanuary 1972

,f itanuary ]978 ?/
6 Uarch 1969

19 AuEust 1975

ll Augu6t L9?9 gl
15 septeober 1978

3 October 1975

21 June l97l
12 Decernber L973 Z/
1l Decenber 19?8

l2 March f980 3/
13 Septenber 1972

I ltarch 19 77

3 October 1980
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State

Portugal
Philipplnes
Saint Vlncent rnd tha Grcnadlnae

Senegal

Surinane

sPeden

Trinidad and lobago

Uruguay

Venezuela

zaire

DEte of alonaturG

I August 1978

19 D€csoer 1956

6 July 1970

29 SepteDer 1967

2l FebruaEy 1967

15 Novcnbcr 1976

Date of receipt of
the inatrument of
ratlficatlon or

accegsion

9 libvenber f981 g/
13 February 1978

28 December L9?6 a/
5 Decenber 1971

l4 Novenber L98O gl
I April 1970

10 May 1978

I Novenber 1976 
=4/

t/
v

Acceaa ion.

See lnnex f, foot-note b/.


