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Note by thevSecretariat

1. The Preparatory Committee, at its 5th meeting, on 6 August 1981, requested the
Secretariat to prepare draft rules of procedure of the United Nations Ponference
for the Promotion of International Co-operation in the Peaceful Uses 3f Nuclear
Enerqy for consideration by the Committee at its second session, taking into
account similar rules of procedure adopted by other recent United Nations
conferences. ' o
2. Accordingly, the Secretariat has prepared the attached draft provisional rules
of procedure of the Conference for consideration by the Committee. The draft rules
are modelled on the provisional rules of procedure for the Second United Nations
Oonference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Cuter Space, as approved by its
Preparatory Committee at its third session (New York, 22 June to 2 July 1981)
(A/CONF.101/1). 'he proposed rules, which take into account recent relevant
decisions of the General Assembly, follow closely the rules of procedure of
numerous United Nations conferences convened during the past decade whose
procedures, which were generally based on those of the General Assembly and, tc
~ some extent, on those of the Economic and Social Council, have to a considerable
extent become standardized. 'This is reflected in the comprehen51veisdt $f draft
standard rules of procedure for United Nations conferences (A/37/163) prdpo§ed by
the Secretary-General, which will be considered by the General. Assembly at its:
thirty-seventh session. Account may need to be taken of the results ofl the
consideration by the General Assembly of this matter 'in finalizing the prov151onal
rules of the Conference.

e s 4
AR

R2-1A457 03Alh (E) A S



A/vour.los/Pc 5
Enalish .
Paqge 2

'3, It should be noted that the proposed draft rules of procedure contained in the
present document include a chapter with provisions on participation of participants
other than representatives of States and of observers. These standard provisions
have been included on ‘the assumption that the:invitation formula for.the Conference
will be similar 'to-that adopted by the General Assembly for conferences of the tvpe
here involved convened during the past several years. At its current session, the
Committee may wish to recommend such an invitation formula for adoptlon by the
Assembly at its thirty-seventh session, .

4. The Committee's attention is drawn also to draft rule &, which provides,
inter alia, for the election of a number of Vice-Presidents by the Conference and
to draft rule 43 relating to the Main Committees to be estahlished by the
Oonference. A recommendation of the Committee to the General Assembly will be’
required on the number of Vice~Presidents to bhe elected and on the number of Main
Cormittees to be established. ' Those numbers, in turn, will have a bearing on the
size of the General Committee of the Conference provided for in draft rule 9,
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1. FEPEESENTATICKN AXD. CFELENTI2LE

. Composition of delegations

Fule 1
Each State participating in‘the 0onferénce shall be represented by a head of
delegation and not more than five other accredited representatives and such
alternate representatives and advisers as may be required.

Alternates and advisers .

Rule 2

The head of delegation may designate an alternate representative or an adviser
to act as a representative. :

Submission of credentials
Rule 3

The credentials of representatives‘and the names of alternate represéentatives
and advisers shall be submitted to the Secretary-General of the Conference, if
possible not less than one week before the date fixed. for the opening of the
Conference. The credentials shall be issued elther by the head of the State or
Government or by the Minister for Foreign Affairs. o

Credentials Comnittee
Fule 4

A Credentials Committee of nine members shall be app01nted at the be01nn1na Of .
the Conference. Its composition shall he hased on that of the Credentials .
Cormittee of the General Assembly of the United Nations at its thirty-seventh
session. It shall examine the credentials of representatlves and report to the
Oonference without delay.

Provisional participation in the Conference
Fule 5

- Pending a decision of the Conference upon the1r credentials, representatlveg
shall be entitled to participate prov151onally in the Oonference.

Jooo
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Ixr.loEFICERshH
gleCtions 1/
i puié 6
The Cbnference shaillelect the follow1nq officers: a Pre51dent, f )
V1ce-Presidents and a Rapporteur-General, as well as a Chairman for the Main

Oommlttee(s) establ1shed in accordance with rule 43. [Each/The]l Main Committee
-shall: elect three V1ce-Cha1rmen and a. Rapporteur. :

Actinq‘ﬁresidént

‘Rule 7.

—————

1. If the Pre51dent f1nds it necessary to be absent from a meeting or any part
thereof, he shall de51qnate a Vlce-Pre51dent to take his place. ‘

2. : A Vlce-Pre51dent actlng as. Pres1dent shall have the same powers and dutles as
'the Pre51dent. ‘ :

-

‘k>t1nq rlghts of the President. 2/

Fule 8

The Pre51dent, or a V1ce-Pres1dent actlng as’ Pre51dent, shall not vote, but
may app01nt another memher of hls deleqatlon to vote in hls place.

III. : GENERAL COMMITTEE
Composition:
Rule 9

‘The: Pre51dent, the V1€e-Pres1dents, the . Rapporteur—General and the Chairman of
the Maln Oommlttee(s) shall constltute the General Committee. The Pre51dent, or in
his absence one of the Vice-Presidents designated by him, shall serve as Chairman
of the General Committee. 'The Chairman of the Credentials Committee may
part1c1pate, w1thout the rlght to vote, in the General Oommlttee.

1/ " For the electlon of offlcers of the Credent1als Pommlttee and of worklnq
groups, see’ rule 45 (a). : : :

2/ For the voting- r1qhts of the Chalrmen of the General Committee and the
Credentlals Oommlttee, see rule 45 (b).

feed
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Functions °
Rule ‘1‘0
" The General Cbmmlttee shall assist the President in the general conduct of the
business of the Oonference and, subject to the decisions of the Ponference, shall
_ensure the co-ordlnatlon of 1ts work. -
Iv. uSECPEﬁPFI?T CF'GEE CCFPffENCFﬂ

Duties of the Secretary-General

Rule ll

1. The Secretary-General of the Un1ted Natlons, or " in hlS absence the
Secretary—General of the.Conference, shall act in that capacity in all neetinds ‘of
‘the Conference and its subsidiary organs. The Secretary-General of the United
Nations or the Secretary-General of the Conference mdy deslqnate a member of the
secretar1at to act:in his place at these meetings. g :

2. The Secretary-General of the conference shall d1rect the qtaff requ1red by the
Conference. »

Duties.of the secretariat

Rﬁle.l?i - o
The secretariat;oflthe Conference enaili:in'acc0tdence wiﬁh'tnese féiész"*"’
(a) Interprec speeches nace at meecingslg |

(b) Receive, translate end_circulate:the;documente of chelConferencei

Ae) 'PubliSh,and circulateAthe'repéxt pf'ﬁhe Conference;

‘(d) Make and arrange for the'keeéing cfiSOUnd:fecordinas of meétinge;

(e) Arrange for the ‘custody of the documentq of the Ponference in thel
~archives of the United Nat1ons;-~ :

(f) Generally perform»all other work that the Conference may requireé.,’

'/-'.o
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Statements by the secretariat
Rule 13
Te Secretary-General of the United Nations or the Secretaty—General'of the
Conference, or any member of the secretariat designated by either for that purpose,

may, subject to rule 18, make statements concerning any question under
consideration. - ' ] .

V. CONCLUSIONS OF THE CONFERENCE
. Eggort
Rule 14

The Oonference shall adopt a reporﬁ, the draft of which shall be prepafed by
the Rapporteur-General. ‘ . , C
V1. CONLUCT OF BUSTNESE
Quorum 3/’
‘Rule 15
The President may declare a méeting opéﬁ'and permit the debate'to proceed when
at least one third of the representatives of the States participating in the

Conference are present. The presence of representatives of a majority of such
States shall be rgqui;ed for any decision to be taken,

General powers‘of'the President
Rule 16 .-

1.  In addition to exercising the powérs conferred upon him elsewhere by these
rules, the President shall preside at the plenary meetings of the Conferences he
shall declare the opening and closing of each meeting, direct the discussions,
ensure observance of these rules, accord the right to speak, put questions to the
vote and announce decisions. He shall rule on points of order. The President,
'subject to these rules, shall have complete control of the proceedings and over the
maintenance of order thereat. The President may propose to the Conference the
closing of the list of speakers, a limitation on the time to he allowed to speakers
and on the number of times the representative of each participant in the Conference
may speak on a question, the adjournment or the closure of the debhate and the
suspension or the adjournment of a meeting.

3/ For the guorum required 'at meetingé of committees, see rule 45 (c).

o
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2,  ‘he President, in the exercise of his functions, remains under the authority
of the Oonference. ‘ S ‘ '

Points of order

Rule 17

During. the discussion of any matter, a representative may at any time raise a
point of order,-which shall be immediately decided hy the President in accordance
with these rules. A representative may appeal against the ruling of the
President. The appeal shall be immediately put to the vote, and the President’' s’
ruling shall stand unless overruled by a majority of the _representatives present
and voting. A representative may not, in raising a p01nt of order, qpeak on the
substance of the matter under discussion. :

Sgeeches
Rule 18 -

1. No one.may addréss the Conference without having previously obtained the
permission of the President. Subject to rules 17, 19 and 21 to 24, the President
shall call upon speakers in the order in which they siqnify-their desire to.speakf

2. Debate shall be conflned to the questlon hefore the Ponference and the
President may call a speaker to order if h1s remarks are not relevant to the\
subject under d1scu551on. '

3. The Conference may limit the time allowed to speakets and the number of tlnes
participants may speak on a questlon. permission to speak on a motion to set such
limits shall be accorded only to two representatives in- favour of and to two
opposing such 11mits, after which the motion shall be 1mmed1ate1y put to the vote.
In any event, with the consent of the Conference, the President shall limit each
intervention on procedural matters to five m1nutes and on other matters to

15 minutes by representatlves of States and to 10 mlnutes hy other partlclpants.‘

Precedence’
Rule 19
The Chairman or Rapporteur of [a/the]‘Mainlvoﬁmittee may be accorded

precedence for the purpose of explalnlnq the conclus1ons arrived at by the.’
Committee.’ . . :

‘ /-oo
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Closing of the list of  speakers
Rule 20

buring the course. of a'debate, the -President may announce the list of speakers
and, with the consent of the Conference, declare the list closed. ‘When there are
no more speakers, the President shall, '‘with the consent of the Conference, declare
the debate closed. Such- closure shall have the -same effect as closure putsuant to
rule 23, . R . . . - . -

' Rignt of reply
. Rule 21

T 1, Notwlthstandlng rule 20, the Ptes1dent shall accozd the rlght of reply to a
representative of any State participating in the Conference who requests it. Any
otnet representatlve may be granted the opportun1ty to make a reply.

‘72 Statements made under this rule snall notmally only be permitted at the end of
the day whenever: two meetings bhave been scneduled that are’ devoted to the
:~con81deration of the same item,

3. The representatxves of a State may make no more than two statements under this

-rule at a given meeting on any item. The first’ snall be limited to five minutes
and the second to three mlnutes, representatlves shall in any event. attempt to be
.as brief ‘as, poss1ble.

Adjournment of debate

.- Rule 22

_ A representative.may at any time‘move'tne‘adjournment of the debate on the
-guestion under discussion. Permission to speak on the motion . shall be accorded
only to two representat1ves in favour and to two opposing the adjournment, after
whlch the motlon shall, subject to rule 25, be 1mmed1ately put to the vote..

Closure of debate
vﬁule 23

a representatlve may at any time move the closure of the debate on the
guestion under d1scuSS1on, ‘whether or not any other representatlve bas sxgnlfxed
‘his wish to speak. Permission to speak on the motion shall be accorded only to two
reptesentat1ves opp051ng the closure, after whlch the motion shall, subject to

/oo-
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Suspension. or adjdutnment of the meeting

Rule 24
Subject to rule 36, a representative may at any time move the suspension or

the adjournment of the meeting. No discussion on such motions shall be permltted
and they shall, subject to rule 25, be immediately put to the vote.

order of motions

Rule‘25

The motlons indicated below shall have precedence in the following ordet over-'
all proposals or other motions before the meet1ng. )

(a) To suspend the meeting;
(b) TO adjourn the meeting;
" (¢) To adjourn the debate on the question under discussion;

(d) To close the debate on the question under discussion,

Submission of proposals -and substantive amendments

Rule 26

Proposals and substantive amendments shall normally be submitted in writing to
the Secretary-General of the Conference, who shall circulate copies to all
delegations. Unless the Conference decides otherwise, substantive proposals shall
be discussed or put to the vote no earlier than 24 hours after copies have been
c1rculated in all languages of the Conference to all delegations,

Withdrawal of proposals and motions.
Rule 27
A proposal or a motion may be withdrawn by its sponsor at any time before

voting on it bhas commenced, provided that it has not been amended. A proposal or a
motion thus withdrawn may be reintroduced by any tepresentative. ' ‘

/oo
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Decisions on competence

_Rule 28

'Any motion. ealiing for a deoision on the competence of the Cbnference to adopt

a broposal submitted to it shall De put to the vote before a vote is taken on the

proposal in question,

'Reconsideration'of,prpposals

Rule‘29

When a proposal has been adopted or re]ected, it may not be reconsidered
unless the Conference, by a two-thirds majorlty ‘of tne representat1ves present and

voting, so decides. Permission to 'speak on a motion to reconsider shall be
‘accorded only to two speakers opposing recon51derat10n, after which the motlon

shall be 1mmed1ately put to tne ‘vote.

VII. - DECISION-MAKING

Generalragreement‘

Rule 30 -~ . ,"'

The Cbnference should make best endeavours to ensure that the work of the
COnference_anq the adoption of - its report are accomplished by general agreement.’

" Voting rights . .,

".gﬁ:; Co .f_.Rule.3I

Each State participating in the Conference shall have one vote,

Majorftyvreqnired 4/

RL\l'e 32

1.. Unless the Conference dec1des otnerw1se, and subject to rule 30, decisions of.

‘thé Conference on all matters. of substance snall be taken by ‘a two-thirds, majority.

of the representatlves present and votlng.

2, ‘_Unless the Conference deeides otnerwise,'and except as otherwise provided,

. 4/ " For the majorlty requlred for decxslons of commxttee31and workxng groups,
‘see rule 45 (d). :

/...
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decisions of the’ Conference on all matters of . procedure shall be taken by a 31mple
major1ty of the representatives present and votlng.

3. If the question arlses whether a matter is one of procedure or of substance,
it shall be decided by the Conference by a 51mple majority of the representat1ves
present and voting,

4, If a vote is equally divided, the proposal or motion: snall be regarded as
rejected. ‘

Meaning of the phrase "repreéentatives present and voting"
-Rule 33
For the purpose of these rules, the phrase “representatives present and

voting" means representatives casting an affirmative or negative vote,
Representatives who abstain from voting shall be regarded as not voting..

Method of voting
Rule 34.

Except as prov1ded in rule 41, the Conference shall normally vote by show of
hands, except that a representative may request a roll—call, which shall then be.

taken in the Engl1sh alphabetical order ‘of the names of the states participating in

the conference, beginning with the delegation whose name is drawn by lot by the
President. The name of each State shall be called in all roll-call votes, and 1ts

representatlve ‘shall reply "yes", "no" or "abstentlon"

t

Explanations of Vote
Rule 35

Representatlves may make brief statements consisting solely of an’ explanatxon
of their votes, before the vot1ng has commenced or after the voting has been
completed. The President may limit the time to be allowed for such explanations,
The representat1ve of a State Sponsor1ng a proposal or motion shall not speak in
explanation of vote thereon, except 1f_1t has been. amendeq

Conduct-during voting

Rule- 36
after the President has announced the commencement of votlng, no

representative shall 1nterrupt the votlng except on a polnt of order in. connexlon
with the process of voting.

/-o-
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Dlvxsxon of proposals
Rule 37

A representatlve may move that parts of a. proposal be voted on’ separately.. If

ar representatlve objects, ‘the motion for dlvxsxon shall be voted upon, - Permission

"to speak on the motion shall be accorded only to two representatlves in' favour of
‘and to, two Opp081ng the.division. If the: motion is. catried, thoseé parts.of the

proposal that ‘are: subsequently approved shall be put. to the vote as-a whole. If
all. Operatlve parts. of the proposal have been reJected, the - proposal shall be

-consxdered to have been reJected as a whole.__

'.:Jngmendments 17
"Lf'.“'ﬁ'v": f?fQ,ﬂ‘e V"iv, RUle 38

A proposal is consldered an amendment to. another proposal if 1t merely addS'

- to, deletes from or revises part ‘of that proposal.' Unless specifled otherwise, the

word "proposal" in these rules ‘shall be cons1dered as. includlng amendments,

‘order, of voting'onfamendments -

o Rule 39

When an- amendment is moved to a propos i; the amendment shall be voted on
flrst When two or more amendments are moved to a proposal, the Conference shall

"vote fxrst on- the amendment furthest removed in substance from the original .
‘,prOposal and then on’ the amendment next . furthest -removed . therefrom -and SO on, unt11

all the’ amendments haveé been .put’ to.the. vote.‘ Wheére, however, the -adoption of one’
amendment ™ cessarxly 1mp11es the reject1on of another amendment, the latter shall .
: :the voté, If one or more amendments are adOpted, the amended
proposal shall then be voted upon. T -

‘order of voting on:proposals
'Z‘Rule 40‘

,]'

"l; . IfS two or ‘more proposals, other than amendments, relate to the same questlon,

they 'shall, . unless the Conference decides otherw1se, bé voted on in the order in

~which they were submltted " the Oonference may, after each vote on a proposal
decxde whether to: vote on the next prOposal ' S

‘Zi_, Rev1sed proposals shall be voted on.in ‘the order in.which the. orlglnal

proposals were submitted, unless the revision substantially departs from the:

.orxg1na1 proposal ‘In that case the or1gxnal prOposal shall’ be cons1dered as -

w1thdrawn and:the rev1sed proposal shall be treated as a new proposal "

. 8
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3. A motion requiring that no decision be taken on a proposal shall be put to the
vote before a vote is taken on the proposal 1n guestion, : :

Rule 41

All electlons shall be held by secret ballot, unless the COnference dec1des
otherwise. .

Rule 42
1. when one or more elective places are to be filled at one time under the same
conditions, those candidates, 'in a number not exceeding the number of such places,.

obtaining- in the first ballot a majority of the votes cast and the largest number
of votes, shall be elected. :

2. If the number of cand1dates obta1n1ng such majorlty is less than the number of
places to be filled, additional ballots shall be held to fill the remaining places.

VIII. SUBSIDIARY ORGANS

Main Committee(s) and working groups

Rule 43

There shall be ____Main Committee(s); worklng groups may be established,
if necessary, by the Conterence and by the Ma1n COmmlttee(s) -

Representation on the Main Committee(s)

Rule 44 -
Each state participating in the Conference may be represented by'one
. representative on [each/the] Main Committee. It may assign to [these/that] .
Comm1ttee(s) such alternate representat1ves and advisers as may be required.

Officers«and-procedures

Rule- 45

The rules relating to officers (rules 6 to 8), the secretariat of the )
' Conference (rules ll to 13), the conduct of business of the Conference (rules 15

to 29) and decision-making (rules 30 to 42) shall be appl1cable, mutatis’ mutandls,
to the proceedings of committees and working groups, except that. ,
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(a) Unless otherwise decided, the Credentials Committee and anQ working group
shall elect a chairman and such other officers as it may require;

(b) The Chairmen of the General COmmitteegand the Credentials Committee and
the chairmen of working groups may exercise the right to vote;

(c) A majority of the representatives on the General Committee or the
Credentials Committee or on any working group shall constitute a guorum; the
Chairman of [a/the] Main Committee may declare a meeting open and permit. the debate
to proceed when at least one guarter of the representat1ves of the States
participating in the Conference are present;

(d) Subject to rule 30, decisions of committees and working groups shall be
taken by a majority of the representatives present and voting, except that the
reconsideration ofea'proposal shall require the majority established by rule 32,

IX. LANGUAGES AND REOORDS

Languages of the Conference

Rule 46

Arabic, Chinese, English, French Russian and Spanlsh shall be the languages
of the Conference. :

re

Interprétation

Rule 47

1. Speeches made' in a language of the Conference shall be interpreted into the
other such languages. » ' : :

2. A representative may speak in a. language other than a language of the
Conference if he provides for interpretation into one such language.

.Languages of resolutions and other formal decisions

Rule 48

All resolutions and other formal decisions of the Conference shall be
published in the languages of the Conference.

Languages of tepotts

Rule 49
Any reports submitted by the General Committee, the Credentials Committee or

/oo‘o
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the Main COmmlttee(s) establlshed 1n accordance w1th rule 43, as well as the- report :
- of the Conference referred to in. rule l4,kshall be publlshed in the languages of ’
the Conference.: ‘ S . .

Records of meetlngs

Rule 50 ';1"g‘,-ﬁ;‘

:

1, There snall be ne1ther verbatlm nor summary records of meetlngs...ﬁ:-

2, Sound recordxngs of - meetlngs of the Conference and of ‘the Maln Commlttee(s)
shall be .made and kept in ‘'accordance w1th ‘the - ‘practice of- the ‘United’ Nat1ons.!‘
Unless otherwise - decxded by the. Ma1n Committee (concerned), no such recordrngs
shall be made of the meetlngs of any work1ng group thereof .

X PUBLIC AND. PRIVATE MEETINGS :

: General prxnclples

1. The plenary meetlngs of the Conference and the meetlngs of the Maln
Commlttee(s) shall be held in publlc unless the body concerned decides otherw1se. a

2. Meetlngs of other organs of the Conference shall be beld in prlvate.

Communigués on private meetings.
. Rule 52 A ‘. ., ‘..-.'A ‘\.y'i‘,." g ot s N x| Rt it

-\ the close of a prxvate meetlng, the body concerned may 1ssue a communlqué
to the press through the Secretary—General of the COnference.' o .

XI. OTHER PARTICIPANTS AND OBSERVERS

Representatxves of the unlted Natxons Council for Namlbla

Rule*53.A

Representatxves desxgnated by the Unlted Natlons Councll for Namibia may
participate in the deliberations of the Conference, its Maln Committee (s) and any
working group, in- ‘accordance with the relevant resolutlons and dec151ons of the.
General Assembly. . . : S ;
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Representatives of organizations that have received a
standing invitation- from-the General aAssembly to
gpetticipate in the capacity-of observers in the
sessions and work of all international conferences
' convened under 1ts ausplces

_ Representatives designated by organizations that have received a standing

invitation from the General Assembly to participate in the sessions and work of all
international conferences convened under its auspices have the right to participate
as observers, without the right to vote, in the deliberations of the Conference,
its Main Oommlttee(s) and, as approprlate, any working group.

Representatives of national liberation movements
Rule 55

‘Representatives designated by national liberation movements invited to the
Conference may participate as observers, without the right to vote, in the
deliberations of the Conference, its Main Commlttee(s) and, as appropriate, any
workxng group on any matter of partlcular concern to those movements.

Representatives of the specialized agencies 5/
Rule- 56

Representatives designated,by'the~Specialized agencies may participate,
without the. right to vote, in the deliberations of the Conference, its Main

‘ Cbmmlttee(s) and, as appropriate, any working group on questions within the scope

of their. activities. :

. Representatives of other intergovernmental organizations
Rule 57

‘Representatives designated by other intergovernmental organizations invited to
- the Conference may participate as observers, without the right to vote, in the
deliberations of the Conference, its Main Committee(s) and, as appropriate, any
worklng group .on guestions within the scope of their activities,

5/ For the purpose of these rules, the term "specialized agencies" includes

the .International Atomlc Energy Agency and the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade..
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RepresentatiVes,of interestedyunited-Nations organs

Rule 58

Representatives designated by interested organs of the United Nations may
participate as observers, without the right to vote, in the deliberations of the
Conference, its Main Committee(s) and, asappropriate, any worklng group on
questlons within the Scope of their act1v1t1es.

Representatives of non-governmental organizations

Rule 59

1, = Non-governmental organizations invited to the Conference may designate
representatives to sit as .observers at publ1c meetings of the Conference and its
Main Committee(s).

2, Upon the invitation of the presiding officer of the Conference body concerned,

and subject to the approval of that body, such observers may make oral statements
on guestions in. which they have special competence.

Wwritten statements

Rule 60

Written statements submitted by the designated representatives referred to in
rules 53 to 59 shall be distributed by the secretariat to all delegations in the
quantities and in the languages in which the statements are made available to the

secretariat for distribution, provided that a statement submitted on behalf of a
non—governmental organization is on a subject in which it has a special competence

and is related to the work of the Conference.

XII. - AMENDMENT AND SUSPENSION OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE

Method of amendment

Rule- 61
These rules of procedure may be amended by a decision of the Conference taken

by a two-thirds majority of the representatives present and voting, after -the
General Committee has reported on the proposed amendment,

Ay
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