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Report of the Secretary-Gener aI

t. In paragragh 10 of its resoLution 35/78 of 5 Decenber 1980 on the effeclive
nobitizalion and integration of etonen in developnen!' the General Assenbly
requested the secr etary-Gener a1 to prepare a comprehensive and detailed outline for
an interd iscipl inary and nultisectoral lrorld survey on the role of wornen in
over-aIl developnent, taking into account the relevant recomnendations of the world
Conference of the United walions Decade for Wornen, as vtel1 as the results of the
relevant United Nations conferences on development issues, and to report thereon to
the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth session.

2. Pursuant to resolution 35,278 the secretary-General subnitted to the General
Assembly at its thirty-sixth session his report on a comprehensive outline of a

world survey on the role of wonen in development (A/36/590\ '

3. In its resolution 36/74 of 4 Decenber 1981 entitted nconPrehensive outline of
a world survey on the role of wonen in development", the Generat Assenbly, taking
note of the secr etary-General I s relnrt on this matter' enphasized the need for a

multisectoral and interd iscipl, inary survey on the rol"e of wonen in development. It
ieconnenaea that the survey ihoutd-analyse the role of women in relation to key

developnental issues as envisaged in the Internacional Devetopnent strategy for the
Third Uniteal Nations DeveloPnent Decade, focusing in Particular on trade,
agriculture, industry, energy, noney and financer and science and technoloq'y' It
further recomrnended that, the survey, in its analysis, should cover the present
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rore of wonen as active agents of deveropnent in each sectori an assessnent of the
benefits.accruing to. r.romen as a resurt of their participation in developrnent,nanery, rncome, conditions of work, and deci.sion_mak ing, ways and means of
improving wornen I s role as agents and benefici.aries of developnent at the national,
regional and internatior.al levers; and the potentiar inpact of such inprovements onthe ach ievement of over-all developnent goals. fhe ass-rnbly invited the
secr etary-cenerar, in preparing the survey, to give due attention to the problens
and requirenents of wonen in every region and to the contribution of r!'onen to theachievenent of goats of self-rer.iance and to economic and technicar co-op€ration
anong developing countries. It caUed upon him to include in the survey an
overview analysing i.nter r elat ionsh ips arnong key developnental issues with regaxd to
wornen I s curren! and future rores in deveLoprnent with a view to providing a basisfor future action for wonenrs effective nobilization and integrition in
developnent. rt also requesced the secretary-ceneral to prepare the survey inclose collaboration and co-operation witl appropriate agencies of the united
Nations systern and with contributions from al1 organs and organizations concernedof the United Nations system. including the regional corunissions and the
rnternationar Research and Training rnstitute for the Advancenent of women, as wellas nalional institutions having expertise on this subject. Finally, the
Secretary-cener al l'as requested to submiC a progress reporC on the preparation ofthe survey to the Assenbly at its tlr irty-sev-nth session and to submit the surveyin its final form to the Assenbly at its thirty-ninth session.

4. In its resolution 36/L27 of 14 December 1981 entitled nconsideration vrithin
the united Nations of questions concerning the rore of wonen in developmentn, the
General Assembly taking note of the report of the Secr etary_cener at, which
contained the conprehensive outline of a wor Id survey on the roJ-e of women in
development (A/36/5901, expressed the desire that the Third conmittee shoutd be
seized of the survey and requested the Secretary-Gener al to ensure that theconnission on the status of women was consurted in the preparation of the survey.

5. Pursuant to ceneral Assembty resolution 36/127. the conmissioh on the statusof wonen, at its twenty-ninth session, considered the matter of the world survey
under its agenda item I on the progranme for future work, including the drafcprovisional agenda for the thirtieth session (E/L\B2/L4 (E/CN.6 /I,BZ/ I4,) .chap. VII, para. 187).

6' I4)on a recomnendation of the connission, the Econonic and social councir, atits first regular session of 1982. approved in its decision rg|z/L23 of 4 l4ay r9B2the provisional agenda and docunentation for the thirtieth session of the
connission on tie status of women which included, in the docunentation for agendaiten 3, entitled "Revievr and appraisar of progress achieved in the inprenentationof the vior rd Plan of Action for t})e second Earf of the lJnitecl Nations Decade for
wonen during the period 19g2-1983", a report of the Secretary-cener al on progress
made in the preparation of a world survey on the role of wonren in developnenr
(E/I982/INE .7.) .

7 - Following discussions in the commission on the status of wohen at its
twenty-ninth session, a revised annotated outline of the survey vras prepared. The
proposed structure and content of the survey set out in that outline followed verv
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closely the leconmendations contained in General Asserdlly resolution 36/74, and in
particular those set out in paragraphs 2 to 5 of that resoluCion. It is inlended
that, foll"owing an overview prepared in accordance with paragraph 5, six chapters
will exanine the role of wonen in agricutture, industry, tradei the use,
conservation and developnent of energy resourcesi noney and financei and the
development and application of science and technology. Within each of these six
chapters a sequence of four subsections will set out an examination of the present
role of rromen i benefits accruing to r.ronen i ways and neans of inproving r.vonenrs
role; and the potential inpact of inprovement upon achievement of over-al1
developmen! goals. In prepar ing the survey, the Secr etary-ceneral will bear in
mind its underlying purpose, which is to provide a thorough but concise review of
the most significant aspects of the situation. The survey riill not atternpt an
encyclopaedic treatnent of the issues, but rather will be concerned specifically
with the situation at the national level, and wil-l include an examination of the
situation in bo th developed and developing countries.

8. In order to ensure the nost effective collaboration and co-operation within
the United Nations system in the preparation of the survey, the secretary-Gener al,
in response to paragraph 6 of ceneral Assenbly resolution 36/74, ti.as reguested all
appropr iate specialized agencies and other United Nations organizations concerned
to consider the proposed annotated outline of the survey and to provide suggestions
on specific issues to be dealt with in each of the chapters and on the nature of
their collaboration. Further interagency consuLtations on the above matters are
being held in the preparation of the survey.


