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I. IIfTRODUETION

1. On 9 December 1981, the General Assernbly'adopted resolution 361180 on
co-operation between the United Nations and the Organization of African Unity
(OAU), part of which reads as follows:

"The General Assembb,

t...

"Notitg tith satisfa the useful decisions and proposaLs which
emerged fron the Geneva meeting for enhancing co-operation between the United
Nations and the Organization of African Unity,
tr

"5. APproves the decisions, reconmendations, proposals and arrangements
contained in the conclusions of the &neva rneeting of representatives of the
General Secretariat of the organization of Afrtcan Unity and the secretariats
of the United Nations and other organizations within the United Nations systemt

'6. Calls upon the competent organizations and bodies in the United Nations
system to give urgent consideration to the various recommendations and
proposals contained in the conclusions of the Geneva neeting with the
objective of enhancing co-operation between the United Nations system and the
Organization of African Unity;
tl

o9. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with the Secretary-
General of the Organization of African Unityl to arrange for the next meetlng
between representatives of the General Secretariat of that organization and
the secretariats of the United Nations and other organizations in the United
Nations system to be held at Rome in April L982, as called for in the
conclusions of the neeting held at Nairobi in ilune I9BO. "

2. The present document gives a brief account of Ehe Meeting between
rePresentatives of the General Secretariat of OAU and the secretariats of the
United Nations and other organizations within the United Nations system, as called
for in paragraph 9 of resolution 35/80.

3. Information regarding the implementation of other aspects of resolution 36/80,
as called for in paragraph 22 of the resolution, will appear as an adderrdum to thie
document.

II. PREPARATORY ARRAI|GE!{ENTS FOR THE T{ESTTNG

4. The Secretary-Ceneralr in consultation with the Secretary-General of OAu,
convened the Meeting between representatives of the OAU General Secretariat and the
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secretariats of organizations within the United Nations system from 6 to
g April 1gg2 at the palais des Nations at Geneva. It was not possible to hold the
Meeting at Rone as the dates suggested in General Assenbly resolution 36'180

subseguently proved inconvenient for the oAU delegation.

5. The United Nations participants comprised representatives fron various
departnents and offices of the United Nations Secretariat and frorn the specialized
agencies and other organizations and bodies within the United Nations system:

Office of the Director-General for DeveloPment and International
Economic Co-oPeration

office for SpeciaL Political Questions

Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Nanibia

Department of Political Affairs, Trusteeship and Decolonization

Division of Human Rights

Economic Commission for Africa (ECA)

Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator (UNDRO)

World Food Councit (WFC)

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)

united Nations Industrial Development Organization (uNIDo)

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

united Nations centre for Human settlements (Ilabitat)

United Nations Childrenr s Fund (UNICEF)

United Nations Development Progranme (UNDP)

World Food Programme (WFP)

Office of the United Nations High Comnissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)

united Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR)

International Labour Organisation (ILO)

Food and Agriculture organization of the united Nations (FAO)

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cu1tural Organization (U![ES@)
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World Health Organization (WHO)

World Bank

International Monetary Fund (IMF)

UniversaL Postal Union (UPU)

International Telecommunication Union (ITU)

world lvleteorological Organization (WMO)

International Maritime Organization (MO)

World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)

Inlernational Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD)

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT)

6. The General Secretariat, of oAU was represented by the Assistant
Secretaries-General for Political Affairs and for Econornic Development and
Co-operation, as well has by senior officials fron the General Secretariat and
regional bureaux. Representatives of the African CiviI Aviation Conmission, the
African Union of Railways2 the Pan African Fostal Union and the Pan African
Telecomrnunications Union also attended.

7. The documentation for the Meeting consisted of a paper giving extracts of
information provided by various components of the United Nations syst,em on the
action taken by them in pursuance of the conclusions and recomrnendations of the
Meeting that took place at Geneva from 13 to 16 April 1981 between representatives
of OAU and the United Nations (A/36/3L7, sect. IV). Introductory papers to certain
of the nain agenda items were also circulated to S.articipants beforehand. These
included a paper by ECA on the Pan-African Documentation and Information System
(PADIS), a paper on the implementation of the Lagos PIan of Action for the
Implementation of the l,lonrovia Strategy for the Economic Development of Africa
(contained in document A,/S-LL/LA. annex I) subnitted by OAU, a paper on the food
situation in Africa subrnitted by FAO, papers on environmental progranmes submitted
by UNEP and a paper on development assistance to deal with the refugee problem in
Africa submitted by OAU. Other docunents were made available at the Meeting.

III. ORGANIZATION OF WORK

8. It was agreed that, as in past years, the meetings would be chaired
alternately by a representative of the United Nations system and a representative
of the General Secretariat of OAU.
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g. The agenda covered a broad range of iterns incLucling information and

communications, a Progress report on the inplementation of the Lagos PIan of
Action, the food "ituition 

in Africa, the IndustriaL Development Decade for Africa'
environmental prograrunes relating to desertification and the regional seas

progranme, and d;;;i;;;.nt assisfance to deal with the refugee problem in Africa'

I0. on the basis of those discussions, views were exchanged on a number of draft
conclusions and reconmendations. proposals for future neetings were also
considered.

11. The l{eeting vtas addressed by the SecreLary-General of the Unit'ed Nations' the

Secretary-General of OAU, the piiector-General for Developnent and International
Economic Co-operation, the Executive Director of the World Food Council and the

E<ecutive Director of UNITAR.

L2. In his statement, the secretary-General of t,he united NaEionsr

t{r. p6rez de Cr.r5llar, said that theie could be no guestion about the value and

;;";;;;"-In"i-ane co-operation between the united Nations and oAU had for the

developrnent of Africa and, more generally, in the field of international
relations. A very close relationship had developed between the two organizations
in matters relati-ng to international peace and understanding, particularly in
situations directly affecting Africa. Referring to increasing co-operation in the

field of social and economic development, the secretary-General recognized that
much more needed to be done in efriia to raise living standards and to ensure for
its people a more hopeful future. He considered the tagos PLan of Action a great

challenge, reguiring total effort between OAU and its nember States and a maximum

input by the international conununity'

13. Referring to the rich resources of Africa, the secretary-General said that it'
was a tragedy that nany of its people shoutd have to depend so extensively on

outside food assistance in order to stave off hunger or avoid the threat of
starvation. Ire called for every effort to be made to increase food production,
protect the envirorunent, combat desertification, and build the necessary defences

to mininize the adverse effects which drought continued to wreak on the economies

of many African countries.

14. On the subject of the African refugee situation, the Secretary-General said

that much more needed Eo be done to impiove the coldition of the refugees and to
provide them with prospects for a more helpful and secure future.

15. The Secretary-General expressed his appreciation for the role which the

Secretary-General of OAU and his staff w"rl-ptaying in furthering co-operation

between OAU and the United Nations system. Ile was confident that the excellent
relationship between the tvro organizitions would be further strengthened, and t'hat

they would continue to collaborite cLosely towards the achievenent of comnon

objectives.

16. rn his address, the secretary-GeneraL of oAU, Mr. Eclem Kodjo, said that the

oAU council of Ministers, at its meeting at Nairobi in 1981r had expressed

satisfaction with the degree of co-opetation between OAU and the components of the

United Nations system.
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L7. Referring to his appeal for the support and co-operation of the international
community in the irnplementation of the tagos PIan of Action, Mr. Kodjo said that he
was satisfied with the cqunitnent to integrate the Plan into the International
Developrnent Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade. He had also
been glad to receive from organizations in the United Nations system observations
on how best to improve the quality and execution of the PIan.

18. Mr. Kodjo said that recent consultations between OAU and ECA had led to a
better understanding of their respecEive roles. A memorandum of understanding'
setting out the modalities that would guide their two secretariats in the
implementation of the Lagos Pl,an of Action and Final Act of Lagos had been agreed
uPon.

19. Speaking of the economic problems facing Africa, Mr. Kodjo was of the view
that there should be a comprehensive strategy that would take into account the
needs of all developing States - rich or poor. The Lagos PIan of AcEion, he said,
had been conceived in that spirit. It envisaged a progralnme consisting of specific
projects vital for Africar s development and capable of attracting international
financing.

20. On a specific aspect of co-operation between OAU and the United Nations
systen, Mr. Kodjo suggested that arrangements for periodical neelings of the OAU

ard United Nations secretariats should be reviewed to ensure that they were better
prepared and their objectives more clearly defined. He suggested the setting-uP of
a small joint United Nations/OAu comnittee to study ways and means of reinforcing
the efficacy of those meetings, define the framework for United Nations/OAU cornmon
actions in order to give added substarrce bo the meetings, and to clarify aspects
that were as yet vagtue. In illustration, [4r. Kodjo referred to the need to define
the role of developnent agencies in dealing with refugee problems. He pointed out
that solutions to such problens involved developmental as well as social and
humanitarian assistance.

2L. Ooncluding his statenent, the Secretary-General of OAU said thal the question
of the allocation of developmental resources by international institutions and
agencies to the African continent should be dealt with in a more equitable manner
tha-n was eurrently the case, so that Africa did not continue to be treated as "the
poor relation".

IV. @NCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

22. The foLlowing conclusions and recommendations emerged from the discussion of
the agenda items:

A. Pan-African Documentat,ion and Infornation Svst,em

1. The representatives to the Meeting welcomed the establishment of the
Pan-African lrocumentation and Information System (PADIS). They recognized
that the success of the syscem required prompt technical co-ordination to
ensure the rapid supply of accurate and up-to-date information and
documentation to its users.
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2. Regarding the use of the Systenr the representatives took note of the
propo""l by the Ecnomic Comrission for Rfrica (ECA) of the need to update
information and co-ordinate information and documentation activities' both
within the United Nations system and between the United Nations and the
Organization of African Unity (OAU), through the active and regular
p.iticipation of all organizltions concerned in the meetings of the Systen and

through the secondnent of technical advisers to the Central Co-ordination
Office of PADIS.

3. At the national level, the representatives took note of a proPosal by ECA

that all national institutions interested in lnfomnation and documentation on

deveJ.opment should co-ordinate their activities and subsequently become

associated with the Systen and lts data base. In this connexion' note vtas

taken of the efforts of tte United Nat,ions Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization (t NES@) to develop co-ordinated national systems
through the formulation of inforrnation policies, norms and standards' the
building of infornation infrastructures and the training of specialists and

ugers.

4. It was also noted that, concePtua1ly, there was a similarity between the
general information progralnme of tNES@ and PADIS and that discussions had

Laken place between ttNES@ arut ECA to hannonize and co-ordinate their
activities.

5. It was noted that an interagency consultative conmittee had been

egtablished at ECA headquarters to co-ordinate and hannonize all
telecomnunications activities in Africa and it was suggested that agencies
that had developed data bases sbould supply the Systen wit'h copies of their
records, thus permitting easy retrieval for the benefit of development in
Africa.

6. It nas noted that the lforld Heatth Organization (VIHO) had an extensive
inforrnation systen prograryle which collatedr stored and diffused specific
information on healt,tr situationa, country profiles' country projects, regional
progratgnes and global programnes, and that this Progranme had been

decentralized to the regions, includlng the Regional Office for Africa.

7. It was also noted that the United Nations Industrlal Development
Organization (UNIDO) had, over tlre years, developed an extensive Industrial
.rd t 

"hrrological 
Infornation Bank (INTIB). The work of TNIDO in this field

could be hannonized wittr that of EICA related to PADIS. It was therefore
suggested that the two secretariats should meet to discuss and agree on
practicat neasures for harmonizing their .relevant activities.

g. It was further noted that the International Labour Organisation (ILO) had

already established co-operation with PADIS, and transferred out of its
informat,ion data 40'OOO recorde relating to labour relations and emplolment
for the use of PADIS. ILO could contlnue to co-oPeration especially through
the International Research and Training System (IRTIS) after its establishnentr
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B. Matters relating to the enviro

Desertification

9. The following constraints impeding implementaEion of the PIan of Action
to Conbat Desertification (A/@NF.74/36, chap. I) were noted:

(a) Failure of countries facing desertification to assign high priority
to desertification prevention and control;

(b) Need to strengt,hen co-operation within the United Nations system;

(c) Need to fill gaps in the knowledge of technigues of desertification
controli

(d) Insufficiency of financial resources available for
ant i-desertif ication activities.

10. It lras felt that the following measures would accelerate the
implementation of the PIan of Action to Combat Desertification:

(a) The OAU and ECA secretariats should urger as appropriate, States
faced wit,h desertification to assign high priority to their development plans
ard progranmes, and should suggest to Governments that had not yet done so
that they should prepare, with the assistance of the United Nations
Environment Programme (tNEP) and other United Nations organizations, national
plans of action to combat desertification.

(b) Pertinent United Nations organizations should, through the
appropriate machinery, seek ways and means of strengthening co-operation
within the United Nations system to ensure an effective multidisiplinary
approach to projects and arrange for the effective pooling of the efforts and
resources of various agencies and bodies, with a view to t,heir nost efficient
utilization in Africa.

(c) OAU and ECA should encourage research institutions in Africa to play
their rol-e in filling the gap in knowledge in the techniques of
desertification control, particularly in regard to integrated
interdisciplinary approaches, and the United Nations bodies concerned should
assist these research institutions in that respect.

(at) OAU, ECA and pertinent United Nations organizations should seek aII
possible ways and means to mobil-ize additional financial resources for the
implementation of the Plan of Actionr and Governments should be urged to
contribute to the Special Account for combating desertification established by
the General Assembly at the initiative of the African States.
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Reqional seas Progranme

1I. Currently, 37 African coastal' and island States Ytere co-operating either

in tlre implementation or the development of action plans sponsored by UNEP for
the prote-tion aia ae,refopment of rl"outces in marine and coastal areas'

L2. The Meeting noted that financial resources were reguied to support ttre

irnplernentation of activities called for by the actlon plans and-to strengthen

and develop national eapabilities for undertaking those regional co-operative
actlvities. It was suggested that OAU' ECA and ['NEP ard otber organizations

concerned should initiate, at the earliest date possibler consultations on

ways and means to mobillze the regtrired financial resources and strengthen

national capabitities for the proiection and development of the marine

environment and the resources of coastal areas'

C. Lagos Flan of Action

13. A consensus was reached on the forlowing propoears concerning the Lagos

PIan of Action for the Implementation of the Monrovia Strategy for the

Economic Development of lirica (A/S-LL/L4, annex I) s

(a) rn suPPort of efforts bryr African States to Prqoote a greater

avrareness of the Lagos Plan of aciion and of its inportance and implications
at the national level, United Nations specialized agencies and other
organizations within itre United nationJ system should help in their respective

fieLds in Publicizing the PIan'

(b) oAU should be kept regularly inforned by united Nations agencies and

organizations of the progres" oi their Programmes for or related to the

inrplementation of the Lagos Plan of Action'

(c) united Nations agencies and organizations should increase their
assistance to the General Secretariat of OAU to strengthen its capacity to
cope with its role in monitoring the irnplenentation of the Lagos Plan of

Action at the regional level.

(d) An inst,itutionaL framework of co-operation between- oAU and each of

the United Nations agencies and organizationi should be established or defined

to ensure the harnonization and co-ordination of their respective activities
in the inplementation of the Lagos PIan of Action'

(e)Appropriatefocalpointsshouldbeagreedup.onfortheover-alland
sectoral monitoring and co-ordj'nation of the inplernentation of the Lagos Plan

of Action and to which the inpLet"ntitg organizitions and agencies would

submit periodic reports on ttreir "orr.nt 
and plantted activities relating to

the implementation of the Plan. In that connexion, the reactivation. of tr 
.

Joint oAur/ECA Cornmittee was noted and it nas recorutrended that it be brought to

the attention of all concerned'
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(f) OAU should play a role in the identification of specific activilies,
programmes or projects in the major sectors of the Lagos Plan of Action
through Joint programrning sessions with ECA and the United Nations body or
bodies concerned.

(S) In the light of the work carried out on the fndustrial Developnent
Decade for Africa (General Assenbly resolution 351165 B) and of the conclusions
reached at the United Nations Inter-Agency Meetlng held at t,he headquarters of
UNIDO in t{arch 1982 on the subject, aII United,--Nations agencies should, within
their respective mandates, intensify their efforts in support of the
inplementation of the progranme for the Decade, which was formulated within
the framework of the Lagos Plan of Action. In order to ninimize the number of
interagency meetings, it was proposed that subsequent interagency meetings on
the Industrial Developrnent Decade for Africa should be held within the
framework of the annual meetings on co-operation between the OAU and the
organizations of the United Nations system.

(h) Attention should be drawn to the importance of African leaders
addressing meetings of the legislative bodies of United Nations agencies and
organizations on issues of specific interest to Africa.

(i) United Nations agencies and organizations should consider expanding
the scope of their assistance to the General Secretariat of OAU either by
financing or facilitating the participation of the relevant staff members of
oAU in policy and technical meetings and other appropriate activities of those
organizations. Such a measure would help to improve the capacity of the
General Secretariat for the inplementation of the Lagos PIan of Action.

(j) Consideration should be given by OAU to the strengthening of its
regional offices in Geneva, Brussels, New York and elsewhere to ensure prompt
attention and closer liaison with the United Nations agencies and
organizations on matters relating to the Lagos Plan of Action.

D. Food situation in Africa

14. After hearing statements and views on the critical food situation in
Africa, *the representatives suggested the following proposals and measures for
urgent consideration by the conpetent authorities:

(a) African countries should be fully informed as to the nature and
extent of assistance' whether financial, specialized, technical or material,
that they were eligible to receive fron individual specialized agencies and
other organization within the United Nations system, either in times of
emergency or in support of their development efforts. Such information should
be conrnunicated to Member States by OAU.

(b) With regard to food development, an interagency co-ordination
conmittee should be established to harmonize the relevant work of the agencies
and organizations with the work of OAU and ECA. The food situation in Africa
should also become a permanent item on the agenda of the Committeers neetings.
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(c) The African Inler-lltinisteriaL conunittee on Food might wish to
consider the guestion of food aid co-ordination in addition to its existing
concern with harnonizing infornation on food production, processing' storage

and supply.

(d) countries which were the subject of General Assembly resolutions on

special economic assistance, but which were not included in the list of least
developed countries should be accorded by the lforld Foocl Programme similar
privileges to those granted to the least developed countries in the provision

of a contribution to the internal cost of transport, storage and handling of
food aid

(e)ItnightbedesirableforoAUandEcAtosponsorameeting
consisting of all donors and other relevant agencies and Organizations to
discuss the Lagos Plan of Act,ion with a view to establishing a common

co-ordinated approach towards the implementation of the Plan.

(f) oAU should consider participating in the intercountry consultations
organized by the Food and Agriculture organization of the united Nations (FAo)

and the united Nat.ions Development Programne (tNDP) to Prqrote technical
co-operation among developing countries in agricultural extension training'
the second such consultation was schedul,ed to take place in october or
November L982.

(s) oAU staff would be welcone to Participate in a staff orientation
ProgranmeonruraldevelopmentwhichwasbeingorganizedbyFAO.

E. Developnent assist?nce-t9 deal with the
refugee situation in Africa

t 5. The representatives vrere concerned by the continuing plight of refugees

in Africa. Following statenents bY OAU, tfre Ofeice of the United Nations High

Comnissioner for nefugees (tNHCR) and other relevant specialized agencies and

other organizations within the united Nations system' _it was-suggested that
the conpetent aevelopmental or funding agencies should be called upon to
inform the steering conunittee of the International Conference on Assistance to
Refugees in Africa, as soon as possible and not later than JuIy L982' of their
prograrnmes, current or Planned, to provide assistance to countries of asylum

to enable them to "tr"tgth"n 
their social and economic infrastructure to coPe

with the caring and resettlenent of refugees in those countries'

16. Recognizing that emergencies can disrupt the development Process' taking

into account the long-term nature of tbe African refugee situation and its
gr.rr. adverse inpact on the fragile economies of the countries of asylum' OAU

proposedl and the rePresentatives noted thats

{a) The list of additional needs subnitted to the International
conference on Assistance to Refugees in Africa should be studied by UNHCR to
ascertain which projects feLl within its area of competencet
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(b) The remainder should be included in a new tist which could form the
basis for subnission to the international conununity, including the United
Nations developnent financing agencies, for possible funding;

(c) The additlonal asslstance reguested for refugee-related projects
should not be at the expense of the host countryrs own development needst

(d) The conpetent United Natlons agencies and organizations should
assist the countries concerned in preparing credible and pertinent project
documents to facilitate consideration by funding agencies;

(e) Every support should be given to the sponsors in the organization of
a second international conferetre, should that be approved by the General
Assenbly.

L7. Some of the funding agencies pointed out that, although t.hey were
cognizant of the adverse effect of refugee probl.ems on the national
developnent plans of host countries, their ability to provide developmental
assistance for such purposes depended on the initiative of the host country.

V. FUTI'RE MEEAINGS AND ARRANGEMENTS

23. It was agreed that the next lteetirE of the General Secretariat of OAU and the
secretariats of the United Nations system should take place a few days before the
spring neeting of the Mministrative Conrmittee on Co-ordination in 1983. The
meetings would be held in Paris to make it easier for those also involved in the
work of the Mministrative connlttee on co-ordination to be present.

24. Regarding future meetings, sone views were expressed concerning their
frequencyr nature and structure. fheEe included suggestions that consideration
should be given to holding meetings biennially and to excluding fron the agenda
matters that could best be discuesed on a bilateral basis between the OAU
secretariat and the United Nations body or specialized agency directly concerned.
It was generally agreed that the agenda should focus on matters of broad concern
and that itens selected should be kept to a mininum to allow sufficient in-depth
examination in the time available. Discussion papers on each item should be
prepared well in advance of the neeting to permit prior study by a}l participants.

25. At the end of the Meeting, the Chairman announced the following provisional
draft agenda for the 1983 Meeting together with the agencies and organizations that
would be approached to prepare discussion paperg on the various itens:

1. Status report on the lrpleraentation of programrnes of assistance to
national liberation ncrvenents (OAU) .

2. Progress report on irnplenentation of the Lagos PIan of Action (OAU/ECA).

3. Role of the media and furrctional liEeracy in development ([NES@).
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4. Co-operation in dealing with the conservation, development and

utilization of water resources in Af,rica (PAOI.

5. Co-operation and co-ordinati.on activities and programmes in the fiel'd of
human resources developnent (ILO) .

6. Development of a concerted approach ln dealing'with the African refugee
situation and natural disasters (OAU).

7. progress report on the contrlbution of United Nations organizations to
the programrne for the Industrial De\relopment Decade for Africa (UNIDO).




