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| NTRODUCTI ON
1. The Joint Meeting held its second session on 6 July 1999.
2. The session was attended by members of the bureaux of the Conmittee on

Environnental Policy and the Inland Transport Committee, by lead actors, and
by national focal points, representing the follow ng countries and

i nternational organizations: Austria, Belarus, Belgium Croatia, Czech
Republic, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, G eece, Hungary, ltaly,

Net her | ands, Russian Federation, Slovenia, Sweden, Swtzerland, Turkey,

Eur opean Community (EC), European Environnent Agency (EEA). The United

Nat i ons Envi ronnent Programre (UNEP), Wbrld Health Organization (WHO) ,
Organi sation for Econom c Cooperation and Devel opnent (OECD) and European
Conference of Mnisters of Transport (ECMI) were al so represented.

l. ADOPTI ON OF THE AGENDA

3. The Joint Meeting adopted its agenda (JMIE/ 1999/1).

. ELECTI ON OF OFFI CERS

4, The Joint Meeting elected as Co-Chairnen M. H. Courtois (Belgiunm,
Chai rman of the Inland Transport Conmttee, and M. U. Svidén (Sweden),

Chairman of the Committee on Environnental Policy.
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I11. ANALYSIS OF SELECTED KEY | SSUES IN THE FI ELD OF TRANSPORT AND THE
ENVI RONVENT

5. M. Peter W ederkehr (OECD Environnent Directorate) presented the OECD
project “Environnmentally Sustainable Transport (EST): scenarios for 2030”

This project ainms at characterizing and defining criteria for EST, devel oping
| ong-term scenari os using a backcasting nmethod, and identifying various policy
i nstruments and nmeasures to achieve EST. It exam nes the possibilities for
reduci ng the environnmental effects of transport by nodelling three different
EST scenari os based on technol ogi cal inprovenents, transport demand managenent
and a conbi nati on of both. The study will conclude with recomrendati ons for
strategi es and policy guidelines for achieving environnental |y sustainabl e
transport. Through the support of UNEP and the Austrian Governnent, the EST
study has recently been extended to countries participating in the Centra
European Initiative (CEl). A workshop was held in Slovenia at the end of My
1999 to discuss specific case studies. The report "Towards Sustai nable
Transport in the CElI countries” is now avail abl e.

6. M. Ginter Hormandi nger (EC) presented the PHARE project “Transport and
the Environment: A Miulti-Country Approach”, which covers all the Phare partner
countries. The final objective of the project is to reduce environnenta
pollution resulting fromthe growh of the transport sector. This presentation
did not constitute a policy statenment by the EC, since a new Comm ssion had
not yet been appointed at the tinme of the neeting and work was still in
progress. It was stressed that the project had to be seen in the |ight of
efforts within the EC to integrate environmental concerns into transport
policy. A conference to discuss the priority setting for strategies devel oped
in this project was held in Budapest, 12-14 Septenber 1999.

7. Ms. Ann Dom (EEA), presented the EC/ EEA project “Transport and

Envi ronment Reporting Mechanismfor the EU (TERM. One of the main TERM
outputs will be an annual indicator report on transport and the environnment in
the EU. It will include a set of the npost relevant indicators for EU policy
needs and deci sion-making. The aimis to develop an indicator set that wll
make it possible to nmeasure the degree of environnental integration in the
transport sector and the effectiveness of the various policy nmeasures. A “zero
version” of the transport and environment indicator report will be published
in Autum 1999, and serve as input to the Helsinki Sumrmit (Decenber 1999)
under the Finnish presidency of the EU. This indicator report will be

conpl emrented by focus reports on specific technical or policy issues which
require more in-depth investigation. 1In 2000, a feasibility study on
extending TERMto the countries seeking accession to the EU will be exam ned.
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8. The Joint Meeting noted that the presentations provided a good exanpl e
for devel oping | ong-term objectives in transport and the environnent, for
drawi ng up regional and subregional strategies for policies towards these
objectives and for preparing the statistical tools to assess progress. It
realized that besides ECE itself, other organizations were devel opi ng

i mportant activities which had to be consi dered when inplenmenting the
Programe of Joint Action. The projects presented should be extended to cover
all ECE nmenber States, with the aim of constructing a pan-European approach
This was further discussed under agenda item4 (c).

9. M. Robert Thaler, Chairman of the Preparatory Comrittee that drafted the
Charter on Transport, Environnment and Health, and M. Carlos Dora (WHO
presented the outcone of the Third M nisterial Conference on Environment and
Heal th, (London, 16-18 June 1999). They sunmarized the nost inportant el enents
of the Charter, including its provisions for foll owup. They also highlighted
the request nade by Mnisters to the ECE and WHO to prepare an overvi ew of

rel evant existing agreenents and |egal instruments on transport, environment
and health and a report containing reconmmendati ons covering the possibility of
new non-|legally binding actions and the feasibility, necessity and content of
a new legally binding instrunent. Finally, they informed the Meeting that the
steering group established for the inplenmentation of the Charter had used the
occasion of the London Conference to hold its first neeting. It ained to

col | aborate closely with the Joint Meeting.

10. The secretariat stressed that the Charter built on the Vienna Declaration
and the Programre of Joint Action, covering in particular the health inpacts

of transport. This m ght open the way for close cooperation between the three
sectors concerned. Concerning the request made in the mnisterial declaration
to WHO and ECE, the secretariat highlighted that ECE was a forum speci ali zi ng
in the establishment and admini stration of |egal instrunents covering

transport and the environnment. ECE is cooperating closely with WHO by
establishing, in the framework of the Convention on Long-range Transboundary
Air Pollution, a joint Task Force on the health inpacts of air pollution that
spent its first year preparing a report on the inpacts of particulate matter

11. The Joint Meeting:
(a) Noted with interest the outcome of the London Conference regarding
transport, environnent and health, and expressed its readi ness to cooperate

with WHO in the follow up process;

(b) Uged its menmbers to informall relevant national authorities within
their countries about the decisions taken at the London Conference;
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(c) Agreed to study the inplications of the decisions taken at the London
Conference for its work and decided that the two Bureaux, coordinated by their
Chai rnen, should, by the end of November 1999, decide on the nodalities of
their involvenment in this follow up process;

(d) Requested the secretariat to contribute to the study of agreenents and
| egal instruments by establishing an inventory of relevant provisions in ECE
| egal instrunents.

V. | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE PROGRAMVE OF JO NT ACTI ON

(a) National focal points and international |ead actors

12. The secretariat presented the status of nom nations for national foca
points and international |ead actors up to 21 June 1999 (JMIE/ 1999/2) and

i nformed the neeting of the nom nation of the national focal point of Cyprus.
The del egations of the Czech Republic and France inforned the Joint Meeting of
the nom nation of their national focal points. Wth these nom nati ons,

40 UN ECE nmenber States have now one or several focal points for transport and
t he environment.

(b) Review of the national reports

13. The secretariat introduced docunment JMIE/ 1999/3, summarizing the nationa
reports, and JMIE/ 1999/ 3/ Add. 1, containing the general guidelines provided by
the secretariat to all the national focal points to assist themin structuring
their 1999 national reports. The secretariat inforned the Joint Meeting that
Germany and Turkneni stan had al so submitted their reports and that all the
nati onal reports could be downl oaded fromthe Programe of Joint Action’s
webpage.

14. The del egation of the Czech Republic announced that its Mnistry of
Transport and Conmuni cati ons had recently published a docunent on “transport
and the environment in Czech Republic”, which contained relevant infornmation
on the followup to the Programe of Joint Action and could be considered as
t he Czech national report.

15. The del egation of Slovenia inforned the Joint Meeting that their nationa
report was being prepared and briefly presented information on its nationa
activities.

16. The Joint Meeting took note of the report (JMIE/1999/3) and the
addi tional information provided by national focal points. It wel coned the
progress in inplenenting the national activities in the Programe of Joint
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Action. Finally, the Joint Meeting urged those national focal points that had
not yet submitted their national reports to do so as soon as possible.

(c) Review of international activities in the Programme of Joint Action

17. The secretariat presented document JMIE/ 1999/4, and informed the Joint
Meeting that additional information had been received fromthe Swedish
Maritime Organization

18. The secretariat also reported on progress in the negotiations of a new
protocol to the Convention on Long-range Transbounday Air Pollution to abate
acidification, eutrophication and tropospheric ozone. This new protocol, to be
adopted at a mnisterial conference in Gothenburg (Sweden) in Novenber 1999,
woul d, inter alia, set national em ssion ceilings for four pollutants and
establish Iimt values for em ssions fromnew nobile sources. It could be
considered as a contribution to the inplenentation of the Programme of Joint
Action, in particular itens Il (a) and (h) and IV (a). The secretariat al so

i nformed the Joint Meeting about its activities in transport and environnent
statistics as indicators of sustainable transport, to be considered as a
contribution to the inplenentation of elenent I (d) of the Progranme. In
addition, the Joint Meeting was informed about the ECE initiative to extend
the TERM project (see para. 7 above) to ECE countries in transition, and of
the organi zation of a workshop in Spring 2000 for this purpose. Finally, the
secretariat reported that the third road safety week in ECE regi on woul d take
place from1l to 7 May 2000

19. The representative of Switzerland indicated that docunent JMIE/1999/4 did
not correctly contain the information on civil aviation provided by
Switzerland (chapter VII of the Programme), and highlighted the reasons for

the lack of international activities concerning element (k) of chapter I11I.

20. A nunber of |ead actors reported on their activities:

(a) FI NLAND: Two wor kshops, one on fuel quality standards and one on
strategi cal environnmental inpact assessnent, were announced as part of
programe el enents Il (h) and Il (h), respectively;

(b) NETHERLANDS: A wor kshop on cycling woul d be organi zed in June 2000, as
part of programe element V (d);

(c) AUSTRI A: The COECD Conference on Environnmental |y Sustainable Transport is
tentatively scheduled for the end of April or the beginning of May 2000. It
will be held in Vienna and finalize phase 4 of the OECD EST project, as part
of Programme elenent | (k). ECE countries were invited to participate and
contribute to this Conference;
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(d) CECD: The work on transport demand, part of Programe element | (b), was
i n progress.

21. Additional initiatives to inplenment international activities in the
Programe of Joint Action were announced:

(a) CECD: A workshop on innovation for EST - new nobility services and
| ogi stics for passenger and freight transport - would be held in Berlin
27-28 Septenber 1999;

(b) ECMI: One of the nmajor thenmes of the annual ECMI M nisterial neeting in
2000, to be held in Prague 30-31 May, will be the topic of sustainable
transport.

22. The representative of UNEP expressed its interest in cooperating in the

i mpl enentati on of the Programme of Joint Action. He suggested establishing

i nks between the relevant international activities and the Sustainable Cities
Net wor k created by UNEP and HABI TAT.

23. Concerning chapter IV “Protection of sensitive areas”, the del egation of
Italy informed the Joint Meeting that it expected to be able to withdraw its
reservation after a bilateral nmeeting that its Mnistry for the Environnment
and the Bol zan authorities were organizing in early 2000 in Meran, to provide
for a technical forumto deal with the problens related to the definition and
i dentification of sensitive areas. Italy had invited Austria to participate
actively and had sent it a prelimnary work programe. Austria, which was now
consi dering ways of cooperating with Italy, planned to hold a kick-off

wor kshop, possibly in early Cctober 1999, and has conmm ssioned a study on the
definition of sensitive areas to be ready for this workshop. Turkey infornmed
the Joint Meeting that it nmaintained its reservation with regard to this
chapter.

24, The Joint Meeting took note of the report (JMIE/1999/4) and of the

addi tional information provided and wel coned the efforts to inplenent the
international activities in the Programe of Joint Action. The Joint Meeting
recogni zed priority setting as the main question to be solved regarding the
Programe of Joint Action and urged nenber States to find new internationa

| ead actors for the elenents not yet covered. It also recognized the

i nportance of the extension of the TERM project to countries in transition
under the unbrella of the Programre of Joint Action.

d) Reporting nmechanism and electronic informati on system

25. The secretariat presented the Programme of Joint Action’s website
(www. unece. org/poja) highlighting that its structure corresponded to that of
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the Programre and gave access to all the relevant docunents and information
concerning the Programe, its inplenmentation and foll ow up.

26. The Joint Meeting expressed its satisfaction with the website. It
requested the secretariat to remove the password to reach details of the foca
points. Aware of the inportance of sharing information, it also requested the
secretariat to post the list of meetings, events and activities linked with
the Progranmme, and to establish hyper links with the related websites.

27. The Joint Meeting also stressed the need for priority setting for the
nati onal reports, as well as the inportance of harnoni zing the tools by
providing an efficient reporting nmechanism

V. DRAFT TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR AN AD HOC EXPERT GROUP

28. The Joint Meeting discussed the draft terns of reference for an ECE j oint
ad hoc expert group on transport and the environment (JMIE/ 1999/5) prepared by
the secretariat. It noted that all nenber States should have an opportunity,
beyond the reporting nmechanism regularly to contribute their expertise and
voice their concerns, and that there was an equally inportant need for expert
assessnents, anal yses and proposals so that the Joint Meeting could fulfil its
tasks. It also recognized that the outcome of the London Conference added a
new di mension to this process.

29. The nmenbers of the Inland Transport Committee’s Bureau stressed that, on
the one hand, nore tinme was needed to study the outcome of the London
Conference and that, on the other, only partial information was currently
avai | abl e concerning national and international activities, as not all the
nati onal focal points and international |ead actors had sent in their reports.
They suggested that, prior to the creation of an ECE joint ad hoc expert group
on transport and the environnent, an inventory of the current situation be
made.

30. The nmenbers of the Commttee on Environnental Policy’ s Bureau stressed
that a group of experts was needed to pronote the inplementation of the
Programme. It al so underlined that such an open group would be a platformfor
all ECE nenber States, particularly for countries in transition. They al so
noted that priority setting, done under an expert assessment, would facilitate
the work of the Joint Meeting and the inplenmentation of the Programe, both at
the national and international |evel.

31. The Joint Meeting requested the secretariat to organi ze a neeting of

nati onal focal points, |ead actors and other experts in January 2000 to assi st
the Joint Meeting in the tasks set out in itens (a)-(d) of the draft mandate
for an ad hoc expert group (JMIE/ 1999/5). The possibility of creating an
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ad hoc expert group on transport and the environment woul d be re-exam ned at
the third session of the Joint Meeting in the light of the outcone of that
nmeeti ng.

VI . REPORT

34. The present report was prepared by the secretariat in consultation with
t he Co-Chairmen of the Joint Meeting.



