UNITED NATIC

N
ECONOMIC
AND

JE/L.LT /7 /96

ranen

%1 December 1901

S{\ EA!., C AN, U ?g ” i § ' Originals T“T*é LTS

o

COMIMESSTION ON HUMAW RIGHITS
Thirty-eighth session
Item 11 of the provisional agenda

TURTHER PROMOTTON AWD EHCOURACEMENT OF HUMAN RICHTS AID
FUNDAMERTAT, FREEDCHMS, THCLUDINC MHE GUESTICN OF ﬂr
PROGRAIIE AND METHODS OF WORK OF THE COMMISSION;
ATERVATIVE APPROACIES AND WAYS AMD MEATIS WITHTN THE
UNTTED WATIONS SYSTTH FOR TMPROVING THE EFFTCTIVE
ENJOYMENT OF ITUMAY RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAT, FREEDOMS

Development of public information activities in

the
field of humen rights

Report of the Secretary-CGeneral

-COMTINDS

Paragraphs

itelasltel o b s

IN‘:DRODUCTIOIT T 8 4406 B e SR E 08D O80T BFE0 O6CEAETENNECH IS IRCT LSS S —’.““ 4—

Chanters

I. TMPTEMBIFTATTON Ol'f LA TSTTIG PRCGRAIGIES weerccoccsivcoon 5 - 17
L.  Department of Public Information +eeeecssscseancs 6~ 14
1. Publications Prograifie eeccooecsrassosesccsnss 5- 8
2. Radio and Viewal Activities sescsncecocosssss 9 -~ 12
3. Special Briefings_and DProgrammes. seeevosassas 13 ~ 14
B. TDivieion of Human Rights ceveessssscvesnoorenoree 15 ~ 17
1T, STIMUTATION OF PUBLIC INYEREST IN THE PROMOTION AID
PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS cooseeescevsarsosrcsscsvonses 16 ~ 25

IIL. DISSEMIVATICH PROGRAMME COVERING INTERNATTONAL
INSTRUMENTS ON HUMAL BIGHIS ceeeeeseoserssccacnsenssc 26 - 29

. GE.02~10080,



B/CI. 4/1.496

page 2
INTRODUCTION
1. In paragraph 2 of its resolution 24 (XXXVII) of 10 March 1981, the Commission

on Human Rights requested the Secretary-General to keep the CommLss¢on 1n£ormed on
the implementation of the programmes decigned to enhance blic information :
activities in the field of human rights contained in hig earlier reports. ;/

2. In paragraph 3 of the same regolution, the Commisesion invited the

Secretary-General to 'consider ways and means of facilitating the stimulation of
public interest in the promoticn and protection of human rights and to report
thereon to the Commiscion at its thirly-eighth session®.

3. inally, in paragraph 5, the Commisszion requested him to report each year on

the implementation of the digsemination programme covering intermational instruments
on human rights.

4., The three chapters of the present report have been prepared pursuant to the
requests mentioned above. '

I. ‘IMPLSMENTATION or JAISTING PROGRAMMES
5. This chapter containg a régumé of the act1v1tle underuq ten in implementation
of existing programmes designed to onmange public information activities in the

field of human rights.

A. Departmnent of Public Information

1. Publications programme

6. Press releases igsued by the Department of Public Information (DPI) gave
coverage to the meetings of the Commission on Human Rights and its subsidiary bodies,
as well as to debates on human rights in the General Assembly and other ‘
United Nations organs. At the same time, resolutions and other documents on the
subject vere made available to information media and attention vas drawn to
developments in the field of human yights at DFI press briefings. In Geneva, eiforts
made to disseminate information on human rights activities repregented 450,000 copies
of press releases isgued to the news media during the year, while special briefings
were organized on human rights activitieg for the 200 journalists accredited to the
United Hationgs Office at Geneva.

7. Human rights topics were also covered in the Yearbook of the United Nations,
Bagic Facts about the United Hationg and the UM Chronicle and the magazine

Objectives Justice carried materizcl on wracial discrimination. In addition,
Development Forum featured the folloving six articles in 1981 relating to human
rights and development: 'Displaced peonle — A development asset" (January);
"International conferences on assistance to refugees in Africa' (four-page supplement )
(January) s "Absorbing.minoriclesf.(igne); "Mevelopment as a right" (June);

"ho was there first?" (Aupust); '"World hunger,; ethics and the right to eat"
(August).

8, Fipally,; three langua pe editions of The Interrational Bill of Human Rights

and one edition of the Convention on the Elimination of All TForms of Discrimination

against Women were reprinted and three new language editions of Human Rights

50 guestions and answvers about human rizshts and United Nationg activities to promote
them, as well as a booklet and a leaflet on the sitvation of women under apartheid,

were published in 1981.

1/ B/CH.4/1368 and B/CH.4/143C.
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2. Radio and Vigual Serviceg
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10. The gubject of human rights was alsc
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hour anti-aparthei
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In Geneva, the Radio Ua;t m“qthOWtPG actively to mublicizing human rights issues
through radio intexviews in I'rench, ung_;uq and Arabic for the Ceneva programie
"ouxr d'Hoxrdizon' whi gerved ag an input to othexr human rights radio programmes
produced at Headquartersy

in o number of radio programmes
zes, such as the dailly quarter-
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11. Human Rights issues were algo included in the following documentary film
Programmes

"You have struck a rock', a 20-uinute film on the Scuth African women's

campalg aow_nut the Government's pass lawsy; '"Refuge', a half-hour film on the
plight of the refugees in Africa; '"Refuge in Somalia'l (4'18"); "The Survivors"
(6156") s  "After 30 Yeors'" (3'35"); "Save the Children' (51),

At the same time, vignettes on the refuges situation in Somalia, Kampuchea,
Palestine and Uganda, as well as mlltV”beCOJQ spots on the olimination of racial
discrimination and on Hemibia's strugple for independence, were produced in English,
Irench, Spanish and Arabic, and released for world-wide distribution on the special
cotmenorative days.

12, Tour programnes of the vision series "World Chronicle! were devoted o
various aspects of human vights, and interviews were conducted vith the Chairman of
the Speciel Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Indepencdence to Co?cniaL Countries and Peoplos, the
President of the General lfgsembly, the airaon of th al COVUL tee Against
Apartheid, and the Director of the Division of Human

U

e Special Briefinge and Prograimmes

o

172, 4 nmumber of gpecial briefings and programmesn conducted during 1981 focused
on human rights questions. Thege ;nc]udes the 2lagt fellowshin Programme for
Bducators held in Addis Ababa frou 19 October to 6 Hoveuwber, in which

19 specialists from 1% countries participated; the DPI Graduate Student Intern
Programme, which included 100 students from 55 Othww g3  The Gencva Graduate
study programme, a high-level seminer of informa t or post~graduate university
students and diplomats from all parits of the v which deveted several lectures

and round-tebles Lo the subject of hnmanArights; a special brieling held in April

cn Human Rights Toeday" by the Director of ' aion of Humen Rights and a

special meeting held on 26 Maxrch to mark the week of solidarity with people struggling
against racism and racial discrimination, on the theme "Women and Labour under
Apartheid”,

[._.
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14, The United Hations Information Centres also played an active role in the
dissemination of information on human rights, both as a resular part of thelr
activities, and in the implementation of special progrommes or commemorations. Thus,

the bookleb Unlted Hationg Today - 1981 (uugxostions for SﬂeQKers); widely

distributed threugh the Information Cenives on United Hations Day, contains
substantial information about humon rights. And in 1981 uvrector“ of Information

Cuntres were. lnstructed to undewtake special vrogrammes emphasizing the evelution

€ the liberation struggle in Namibia and South Africe, in comnccotion with the
Week of Dolidarity with Colonlal ~e097“3 of Southern Africa Mighting for Freedou,
Independence and BEqual Rizhis \ 5-31 Har). The directors' attention was also drawn
to the observance of the Inlerns u¢on11 19 of Solidariuv with the Struggling People
of Scuth Africa (16 Jun@) and the fntefnﬂFlnnu; Day-of Solidarity with the otfuucle‘
of Women of South Africa and Hamibia (9 Aupgust ). piec al gulde~lines vere also sent

to the United Hations I nformation Centres to cobtaln internaticnal community
participation in United Ha tlonm Day, Iuman Rights Day and the Day for the

Elimination of Ra01w, Digecrinination.

h) 3

B. Division of Human Righto

15, In regard to the Yearbook on Human Rights, work has continued to proceed
satisfactorily in dbringing that publication vp to date. The Yearbook for 1975~]97o
was issued in the coursc of 1981, The Yearbook for 1977-1978 has already been
subuitted for printing and will be pUbliSﬂGd in the first guarter of 1982, Though
the Yearbook is now, again, an anmual publication, it has been found more efficient
to submit two yearbooks for printing at the same time. The Yearboolk for 1979 and
the Yearbook for 1980 will thus be submitted together during the first half of this
year.

16, Considerable progress has also been made in regard to the quarterly Bulletin of
Human Rights. 4 mo:e'prompt production of the Bulletin has been achieved and the.
publication is now up to date. Requests for additions to the Bulletin's mailing
list also continue to grow,

17, Turther, in 1981 the information publication lotice, »roduced by the Division. of
Human Rights in co-operation with the information service, was issued monthly in
English and Trench and provided the media and non-governmental organizations with
information on human rights meetings and on human rigbts publications and studies.
1T, SITMULATTION oF LU LIC IIITREST TN THE PROMCTION
AND PROTECTTON O HUIIAIT RICHYS

18. In paragraph 3 of its resolution 24 (UXXVIT) the Comission on Human Rights
invites the Secretary-General to vevort on the ways and means which could fmciWitate
the stimulation of public interest in the promotion and protection of human rights,
The present chapter lists the @CulVltlQS planned and undertalken jolntly by the
Division of Human Ripghts and the Department of Public Information, which it is-felt
can best achieve that goal. :

19, All the iteus of the existing programmes, described in chapter I of this report,
are .intended not only to respond to public-interest in human rights, but also to
stimlate it, BSowme of them, however, are more directly concerned w1th the
stimulation of public interect, Thls ig varticularly true of the programmes relating
to non-govermmental organizations, to visitors to the United Hations and to
commemorative days like Human Rights Day (10 December).
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20.  United Mations human rights activities being centred at Geneva, close and fegvlar
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22. A oomnlomeltarv role in this regard is also T

50 y by the Visitors Service, which
in 1981 welcomed over 120,000 persons to the Palals de

D
U} jor]
[on

[

23, The main commemorative event focused on human vights 1g, of course, Human Rights
Day, which is observed on 10 December, In 1981, from 10 December to 30 December,
three major exhibitions of tho sets of 30 woodcuts depicting the articles of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rizhte created by Brazilian artist, Oftavio Roth, were
exhibited to celebrate human rights simultanecusly at United Hations Headquarters in
Hew York, the United MNations Office at Geneva and the Tnteruational Centre at Vienna.
Complete sets of colour itransparencies of the 30 articleg of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights will be reproduced and ﬁistributeg to all Uz'*@d Wations Information
Centres for use on television, print media or as projected sebs for Epecisl events,
while black and white nrinte of the art worlr will digtributed througn the

United Nations Photo Libroxry for interested users.

24. Other dates of special 3 . man rights, such as International Day of
volidarity with Peovle in South Africa and the International Day of Palestinian
Peoples, as well ag the anniversaries cof the adoption of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, are regularly celebrated in Nev Yorl: and at Geneva.

25. As regards the anniversaries of the adontion of the Universal Declaration, the
General Asgembly on 16 December 1981 adopted resolution 3v/169 which, inter alia,
recommends the following measures to be taken in regard to the celebration of the
thirty-fifth anniversary of the Universal Declaration:

2t United Fealguarters
Vienna International uenure on or

(@) Organization of commencrat
at the United Hations Office at Gene\~
around 10 Deceunber 1983

(E) Organization in.1983 at Geneva of a gpecial internatbtional seminar to
discuss fthe expericnces of different countries in the implemnentation of
international sihandards on human rlgﬁﬁs;

\ ~ . . N P, . B . .
(0) Diggenination by the Denartment of Public Information of the Secretariat
of appropriate public information, brosdcasting and audio-vigual material designed to
draw attention to and ewmphasize the inportance of the Unlvorﬂa] Declaration of
Human Rights and the role ployed and worik done by the United Hations o ensure the

o,

effective enjoyment of human rvights and fundancntal frecd oms;
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(d) Issuance of updated versions in all official lenguages £ the United Iations
of the publications Human Righ tk; A Commilation of Inuornnuimqal Laﬁtrument £ the
United Hationg 2/ and United llations iActlicn in the Field of Human Rights. 3/

(g) The degign and distribution ol an approwriate Ur’ted Ilations poster
to commenorate the thirty-fifth amniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human

ights,

IT. DISSBTT AT _E,f‘*f o COVERIIG IITEREATTONAL

VIT), the Commission on luman Rights

o

25, In nar%gr»pb 5 of its resolution 24 (L0
requested the oecrnuavv~u Tal %o renort each vear to the Commission on the
implementation of the 4i u ] ion programie covering international instruments
human rights, as proposed in *“o report gubwmitted to the Commiscion at its

tblrtj—uoven+h 331on. 1/

27. Since this programme is being ﬁthementpd in two stages, each of two years,
bepginning with the 1982-1983 bieunnium, the precent chapter can reflect 1ittle more
than the preliminary measures taken late in 1901" These refer orimarily to the
collation of documents for the publication in Arabic of the volume Human Rights:

A Compilation of Tnternational Instrunents. 1t isg recalled that this exists in
Inglish, French, Spanish, Russien and Chinese,

28, Pirst steps are alsc due to be taken in the near future towards the
publication of wore language versions of TLe International Bill of Human Righits.

29. inally, preparations are alrveady under way for the publication of a more
detailed edition of the booklet entitled: Human Rights —~ International Ingtruments:
Signatures, Ratifications, Accessions, etc. Q/ Throughout 1981, the Division of
Human Rights received not only numerous requests for this booklet, but also a
considerable number of inguiries related to aspects of inuﬁrnatlonal ingtruments on
human rights which the present v“?swoﬂ of the booklet does not cover. This itproved
version of the booklet should bhe issued Hy wmid-1982,

ions publication, Sales Ho, 78.IIV.2.
23/ Unived llations publication, Sales Yo, 79,XIV.6
4/ L/CW.4/1436,
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