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The meeting was called to order j i t 1 0 . 2 3 a._in. 

ШШ EIGHCS MD SCIENTIFIC Ш TECMOLOGICAL DEVELOPI-IEKTS (agenda item 1 5 ) ' 
(E/C1T.4/Sub. 2/474) 

1 . Ш. МОИРОПга? (chief, Research, Studies and Prevention of Discrimination Section, 
D i v i s i o n of Ншпап Eights) said that the subject under consideration had Ьфсп given 
increasing attention b y the international community, especially since the adoption 
i n 1975 by the General Assembly of the Declaration on the Use of S c i e n t i f i c and 
Technological Progress i n the Interests of Peace and for the Benefit of Manlcind. 

2 . S c i e n t i f i c and technical progress was generally considered a determining factor 
i n the development of human societies. The General Assembly and the Commission on 
Human Rights had frequently emphasized that himan resources and s c i e n t i f i c vrork 
should contribute to the peaceful development of a l l countries i n the economic, 
so c i a l and cu l t u r a l f i e l d s aiid to the r a i s i n g of standards of l i v i n g f o r manltind. 
In i t s resolution 36/56 of 25 November 1981 the General Assembly had stressed the 
importance of the implementation by a l l States of the provisions and pr i n c i p l e s 
contained i n the Declaration and had requested the Commission to give special 
attention to the question of such implementation. In the same resolution, the 
General Assembly had requested the Commission to continue i t s consideration of 
the question of the protection of those detained on grounds of mental i l l - h e a l t h , 
i n the l i g h t of the action being taken by the Sub-Commission on Prevention of 
Discrimination and Protection of Min o r i t i e s , x^th a view to submitting a report 
to the General Assembly. 

3 . At i t s t h i r t y - f o u r t h session i n the preceding year, the Sub-Commission had 
had before i t a preliminary report (E/CÏÏ.4/Siib.2/474) prepared by Mrs. Daes, 
Special Rapporteur, containing guidelines f o r the protection of persons detained 
on grounds of mental i l l - h e a l t h and princ i p l e s for the protection of persons 
suffering from mental disorder. The Special Rapporteur had informed the 
Sub-Commission that her f i n a l report, ííhich would be submitted to the Commission 
at i t s next session, would be based on replies to a questionnaire circulated to 
governments and organizations and on data from other sources. 

4 . At i t s most recent session the Commission had taken up another aspect of the 
subject i n i t s resolution 38 (XXXVIl), vrhen i t had i n v i t e d the Sub-Commission to 
undertake a study on the use of the results of s c i e n t i f i c and technological 
progress for the realiza.tion of the right to work and development. The 
Siib-Commission had not yet, however, acted- on that request. 

5 . I n response to Commission resolution 10 В (xiCKIIl) and following studies 
carried out at the request of the General Assembly, the Chairman of the' 
Sub-Commission had appointed îh-e, Questiaux as Special Rapporteur for the study 
of guidelines on the uses of electronics vrhich might affect the rights of the 

: person and the l i m i t s xíhich should be placed on such uses i n a democratic society. 
The study vrould be submitted to the Sub-Commission at i t s пезгЬ session. 
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6. At i t s most recent session, the General Assembly ЬэЛ requested the 
Secretsxy-General to ask the Department of Public Information to prepare a booklet 
o u t l i n i n g the main points from the studies conducted b j the Secretary-General on 
the protection of the privacy of individuals and the sovereignty-and i n t e g r i t y of 
'nations i n the l i g h t of technological advances i n roc6r6.ing a,nd other practices, 
on the protection of the individual and his physical ciid i n t e l l e c t u a l i n t e g r i t y 
i n the l i g h t of advances i n biology, medicine and biochemistry, the uses of 
electronics which might affect individual rights and the balance'which should 1эо 
sought between s c i e n t i f i c and technological developments and the i n t e l l e c t i i a l , 
s p i r i t u a l , c u l t u r a l and raoral u p l i f t i n g of manliind. 

7 . îî̂ _̂ZOPJÏÏ (Union of Soviet S o c i a l i s t Hepublics) said that the r e l a t i o n 
between s c i e n t i f i c and technological developments ana human rights had long been 
under investigation i n the United Nations and elsewhere. Many studies had been 
devoted to d.ifferent aspects of the question. I t v/as mainly on the basis of the 
conclusions of-those studies that the General Assembly, i n 1 9 7 5 , haxl adopted the 
Declar'ation on the Use of S c i e n t i f i c and Technological Progress i n the Interests 
of Peace and for the Benefit of Manlcind. 

8. l/hile science and technology could be synonymous with progress, they.also 
brought the tirroat, and even the p o s s i b i l i t y , of destruction of the planet. More 
than 20 years before the explosion of the f i r s t atomic bomb, a Soviet s c i e n t i s t , 
Verhadski, had pointed out that v/hile progress i n that f i e l d gave man the 
opportunity to plan the course of Ьгшап existence, i t was not certain vihether 
manlcind would know how to control that force or v/as s u f f i c i e n t l y mature to use 
i t viisely. 

9 . That view of the future v a s not without foundation. The two atomic bombs 
dropped by the United States of America i n 1945 had caused more than 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 deaths 
and an incalculable nujnber of disabled.. According to m i l i t a r y experts, the 
diestructive power of the nuclear devices currently i n existence was 1 0 , 0 0 0 times 
greater than that of a l l the explosive devices used dtiring the Second I b r l d War. 
There were now 1 0 , 0 0 0 tons of TÎIT for every one of the earth's inhabitants. • 
Nuclear 'weapons had continued to develop from the qua l i t a t i v e sta-ndpoint also. 
After the development of the hjrdrogen bomb, the neutron bomb, which could destroy 
a l l l i f e on the planet, had been brought into being. 

1 0 . The expansion of nuclear ai-senals was only one aspect of the problem. Por 
several d-ecades b i l l i o n s of dolle^rs had been spent on the dievelopment of nev; 
weapons. According to United Nations reports, 60 m i l l i o n l i i g h l y - s k i l l e d persons 
throughout the vrorld. were working i n armaments-related, occupa.tions. At the same 
time, however, the problem of anemployrflent had not been solved i n the vrestern 
countries. I t was estimated that by investing 1 b i l l i o n dollars i n the armaments 
sector, the opportiinity was l o s t of creating 1 4 , 0 0 0 jobs i n industry or 
3 0 , 0 0 0 ' c i v i l service posts, ' The armaments race therefore constitxited an enormous 
waste. An e d i t o r i a l i n the Interna.tlonal Herald Tribune of Я Pebru.ary had stated 
that there were at present 25 m i l l i o n unemplojred i n western Europe and 9 m i l l i o n 
i n the United. States of America. That social- scourge W8-S a nightmare for vrestern 
leaders, v/ho remembered the great economic c r i s i s vjhich had led to nazism i n 
Germany, fascism i n I t a l y and hegemonism i n Japan before the Second World War, 
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11, In a declaration adopted i n Paris i n December 1981 at a world trade union 
conference on the s o c i a l and economic aspects of disarmament, the consequences of the 
arms race fo r millions,of individuals continiiing to suffer hunger and poverty had 
been highlighted. It had also been pointed out that the arms race was preventing the 
developing countries from overcoming t h e i r economic backwardness and was an obstacle 
to the establishment of the new international economic order, 

12. The arms race could have even more serious consequences oviing to the fact that 
some leaders sought to create a climate of mistrust betvreen countries and to 
interfere i n the domestic a f f a i r s of others i n order to dictate t h e i r p o l i c y , impose 
on them harmful doctrines and provoke " l o c a l " wars, which gave them an opporttmity 
to t r y out new xfeapons. Such leaders wished to prevent the conclusion of international 
agreements on the l i m i t a t i o n or prohibition of nuclear or chemical weapons, the 
reduction of m i l i t a r y forces i n Europe and other meastires. 

1 5 . A l l that was a cause of great concern to peace-loving peoples. I t was 
s i g n i f i c a n t that the main decisions taken by the General Assembly at i t s most recent 
session were on the question of arms l i m i t a t i o n and reduction. The relevant draft 
resolutions, which \Jere consistent with the p r i n c i p l e s of the foreign p o l i c y of his 
country, had been submitted by i t or had had i t s active support. As Mr, Brezhnev 
had stated at the Twenty-,3ixth Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, 
i t was vain and dangerous for each side to seek to overcome the other through the 
arms race or to hope to become the v i c t o r by triggering a nuclear war. In his 
country's view, the only viay to guarantee the primary human r i g h t , the right to l i f e , 
was not to prepare f o r war but to strengthen peace. The Supreme Soviet of his 
country, i n a declaration to the peoples of the world i n June 1981, had stated that 
a l l those who encouraged the arms race were pushing mankind towards the abyss, 

1 4 . I t was essential for the Commission on Human Rights to help to guarantee the 
right to l i f e by elaborating a draft resolution incorporating the ideas set out i n 
the Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenants 
on'Human Eights and various other declarations and resolutions adopted i n recent 
years. That resolution must emphasize the need to take measures to guarantee the 
rig h t of man to l i v e in.peace. In view of the increasingly grave threats, there 
could be no doubt that.action by the international community i n the f i e l d of human 
rights would be meaningless i f . i t could not guarantee the right to l i v e i n peace. 
M i l i t a r y preparations hampered the r e a l i z a t i o n of economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l 
rights and the enormous sums wasted on the arms race prevented the carrying out of 
s o c i a l programmes, which i n turn hampered the achievement of c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l 
r i g h t s . Leaders of countries which favoured greater m i l i t a r y spending exaggerated 
foreign threats so as to increase the population's dis t r u s t of other countries and 
sought to manipulate public opinion. 

1 5 . His country was sure that the Commission would adopt a resolution on defence of 
the ri g h t to l i v e i n peace which would be a decisive contribution to the solution of 
one of the fundamental problems of the contemporary world. As Mr. Brezhnev had 
stated at the Twenty-Sixth Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
there was no more l o f t y i d e a l than that of guaranteeing the right of peoples to l i v e 
i n peace. His delegation hoped that there would be wide support i n the Commission 
for such a draft resolution. 

file:///Jere
http://if.it
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16. VisGOimt COLVILLE OF CÜLROSS . (United Kingdom of Great B r i t a i n and NortKërn^ 
Ireland) observed that i n M s introductory statement, the Director of the Division 
of Нглпап Rights had stressed the importance of.the most fundamental r i g h t , the 
right to l i f e . S c i e n t i f i c and technological process i n such fie l d s : a s medicine 
and agriculture had helped enormously to protect the peoples of a l l countries, 
against disease and hunger, but the simultaneous developments i n weaponry threatened 
the l i v e s of everyone on earth. On that point, he supported the observations made 
by the representative of the USSR. The Government of the United Kingdom considered 
reduction of the resources devoted to arms to be the international.community's. jnost' 
important task. His country had i n i t i a t e d the 1972 B i o l o g i c a l Weapons Convention" 
and i t had played a prominent part i n the negotiation .of the P a r t i a l Test Ban and 
Non-Proliferation Treaties. I t vras also p a r t i c i p a t i n g a c t i v e l y i n the negotiations 
i n the Committee on Disarmament. Unfortunately, despite those e f f o r t s , the results 
of the f i r s t disarmament decade had been disappointing and the world was a more' 
dangerous place than i t had ever been. The increases i n expenditure on armaments 
had also reduced the rescurces available for tackling s o c i a l and economic problems, 
especially i n the poorest countries. In his o\m country there was a keen awareness 
of the current serious problems for world peace, and of the need for co-operation 
to solve them. 

1 7 . Psychiatry was another area i n which science could be p r e j u d i c i a l to human 
ri g h t s . Detention i n hospitals and psychiatric i n s t i t u t i o n s was sometimes 
necessary, but i t was essential that only persons genuinely i n need of treatment 
should be taken into psychiatric i n s t i t u t i o n s and that, during t h e i r detention, 
they should be treated vdth due regard f o r t h e i r dignity as human beings and that 
they should be allowed t'o'leave as soon as they were no danger to themselves or^ to 
society.- I t was an abuse of psychiatry and of the i n t e g r i t y of the. medical 
profession and of human rights vihen authorities imprisoned i n psychiatric 
i n s t i t u t i o n s normal people v.rhom they wished to remove from society and when drugs 
v e r e administered t i ; them with the objective of reducing the i r capacity for 
independent thought and action. Such practices were not only abominable from the 
standpoint of the ind i v i d u a l but created, an atmosphere of fear i n society as a 
whole. •. 

18. Pour years e a r l i e r the Commission had requested the Sub-Commission on 
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities to study the question of 
protection of persons detained on grounds of mental i l l - h e a l t h against treatment 
that might adversely affect the human personality and i t s physical and i n t e l l e c t u a l 
i n t e g r i t y . The Sub-Commission had appointed a Rapporteur, Mrs. Daes, to prepare 
guidelines on the subject arid, at the Rapporteur's request, the Secretary-General 
had transmitted a questionnaire to governments and various other bodies. Some 
replies had been received during I 9 8 I . In a report contained i n , 
document É/CK.4/Sub.2/474, îfrs. Daes had set out some preliminary considerations 
but had concluded that she needed more responses from governments and other 
organizations before she would be i n a position to submit draft, guidelines to the . 
Sub-Commission. At i t s most recent session, the Sub-Commission had asked that a 
f i n a l report should be submitted, to i t at i t s t h i r t y - f i f t h session. By i t s 
resolution Зб/5бВ> the General Assembly had,requested the Commission to. continue i t s 
consideration of the question, in.the light,of• .the work of the Sub-Commission and to 
submit a réport to the General Assembly at -its thirty-eighth session. His•delegation 
appreciated the w o r k already done i n the Sub-Commission and hoped i t wouldbe 
completed viithin the time^limit l a i d down by the General Assembly. I t therefore "•• 
urged those governments and organizations vrhich had not yet replied to the 
questionnaire to do so as a matter of urgency. At the present session, the 
Commission should take note of the Sub-Commission's work. His delegation would 
shortly be submitting a draft resolution to that effect which i t hoped would be 
adopted by consensus. 
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1 9 . He wished to stress his country's interest i n the study on the .importa.nce f o r 
individual privacy of a.dva.nces i n the f i e l d of electronics, which was releva.nt to 
a r t i c l e 12 of the Universal Declara.tion of Human Rights, concerning a r b i t r a r y 
interference i n individual privacy. The Sub-Commission's study would provide an 
opportunity f o r further consideration of the subject by the United Nations, and 
i t wa.s to be hoped tha.t i t woiild be completed and submitted to the Sub-Commission 
i n the nea.r ' future. 

20. Mr.'de SOUZA (Ргалсе) recalled that i n I 9 6 8 the International Conference on 
Huma.n Rights ha.d, i n the Procla.ma.tion of Teheran, warned tha.t s c i e n t i f i c a.nd 
technologica.l progress might enda.nger hxman rights a.nd ha.d consequently dra.wn 
a.ttentioñ to the need f o r increa.sed vigila.ncej i t ha.d a.lso • stressed the a.dva.nta.ges 
offered by such progress from the sta.ndpoint of development. The United Nations 
had thus oriented i t s work i n tha.t f i e l d along those two l i n e s . 

21. In the f i r s t pla.ce, with rega.rd to the potentia.lly nega.tive a.spects of s c i e n t i f i c 
a.nd technologica.l developments, the General Assembly, by i t s resolution 2450 (XXIIl), 
had i n v i t e d the Secretary-General to undertake a. study, which was currently suspended. 
The Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimina.tion and Protection of Mi n o r i t i e s , 
f o r i t s part, had ca.rried out two studies, one dealing with guidelines to ensure 
that persons were deta.ined i n psychiatric i n s t i t u t i o n s solely on grounds of mental 
il l - h e a . l t h , a.nd the other with guidelines to govern the use of computerized personal 
f i l e s . His delegation wholehea.rtedly a.pproved tha.t work, which shoi£Ld provide the 
Commission with a.mple material f o r consideration. I t was i n tha.t s p i r i t that Fra.nce 
ha.d ta.ken the i n i t i a t i v e of submitting to the General Assembly, at i t s most recent 
session, a dra.ft resolution which the Assembly had a.dopted and by which i t ha.d 
instructed the Depa.rtment of Public Informa.tion to prepa.re a. booklet o u t l i n i n g the 
ma.in points of the studies prepa.red by the Secreta.ry-Genera.l on the subject of 
huma.n rights and s c i e n t i f i c a.nd technologica.l developments. 

22. However, s c i e n t i f i c a.nd technological developments- a.lso had a positive impact 
on development. S c i e n t i f i c a.nd technologica.l progress was good i n i t s e l f , a.nd i t 
wa.s merely a. question of denouncing the improper use ma.de of i t . For exa.mple, ' 
electronics might well be applied f o r the i l l e g a l e xploitation of persona.l da.ta 
before i t was applied f o r such uses as the ma.nagement of co-operatives. That dange'r 
existed f o r both the i n d u s t r i a l i z e d a.nd the developing countries. However, i t wa.s 
neoessa.ry to bea.r i n mind a.lso that, i n the la.tter countries, the ina.dequa,te l e v e l 
of s c i e n t i f i c and technological development l i m i t e d the effective enjoyment of 
huma,n rights i n some respecte. I t was importan,t, therefore, f o r measures to be 
taken at the- interna.tiona.l l e v e l to accelerate such progress i n a.ll countries, which 
mea.nt not only ensuring a. more equita.ble d i s t r i b u t i o n of the a.dva.nces a.lready ma.de 
i n that f i e l d but also, a.nd prima.rily, ena.bling a.ll countries to ma.ke a. contribution 
to s c i e n t i f i c a.nd technological development, 

2 3 . Therefore, I t was i n the l i g h t of the provisions of the Decla.ra.tion on the 
Use of S c i e n t i f i c a,nd Technologica.l Progress i n the Interests of Pea.ce a.nd f o r the 
Benefit of Ma.nkind» • a.nd pa.rticularly i t s pa.ra.gra.phs 5 , б a,nd 8, that the Commission 
had a. duty to formula.te a. body of sta.nda.rds which would prohibit the use of s c i e n t i f i c 
and technologica,l achievements to the detriment of human ri g h t s , and to encourage 
the work of Ъоа1ее entrusted with the ta.sk of defining a new interna.tlonal economic 
order tha.t would ensure the equita.ble pa.rticipa.tion of a.ll countries i n s c i e n t i f i c 
and technologica.l developments. 

http://ma.de
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2 4 . Mr. MAETIMJZ (Argentina.) sa.id tha.t his delegation, too, was a.ware of the 
positive and negative aspects f o r huma.n rights of s c i e n t i f i c and technological 
developments. As the delegation of the USSR ha.d just observed, the arms race 
enda.ngered a.n espe c i a l l y funda.mental right - the right to l i f e - a.nd disa.rma.ment 
contributed to the economic and socia.l development of a.ll countries, i n pa.rticula.r 
the least advanced a.mong them. He hoped that that delegation's suggestion would 
be favourably received. Simila.rly, l i k e the United Kingdom delegation, his 
delega.tion was looking forwa.rd to the fina.l report on guidelines a.nd principles 
f o r the protection of the mentally i l l , which Mrs. Daes, the Specia.l Rapporteur of 
the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimina.tion a.nd Protection of, M n o r i t i e s , . 
wa,s to submit. 

2 5 . While endea.vouring to correct or neutra.lize some nega.tive consequences of 
certa.in s c i e n t i f i c a.nd technologica.l developments, the Commission should seek to 
promote effective and e f f i c i e n t interna.tiona.l co-opera.tion which would .ma.ke. i t 
possible to^ derive benefit from, such progress with a, view to meeting ^the ma.teria.1. 
a.nd s p i r i t u a l needs.of. the peoples of the world, i n a.ccorda.nce with the. 
Decla.ra.tion on the Use of S c i e n t i f i c a.nd Technologica.l Progress i n the Interests of 
Pea.oe. a,nd f o r the Benefit of Ma.nkind. 

2 6 . Mr. . YOUSEF (Observer f o r Ira.q) sa.fd tha.t the l i n k s between huma.n rights and 
s c i e n t i f i c and technologica.l developments had a,spects which were both positive a,nd 
nega.tive. The Decla.ra.tion on the Use of S c i e n t i f i c and Technologica.l Progress i n 
the Interests of Peace a.nd f o r the Benefit of Mankind, a.dopted by the Genera.l Assembly 
on 10 November 1975 (resolution 5584 (XXX)),of which he quoted operative paragraphs 1 
a.nd 2 , wa.s a. most usefiiL text f o r envisaging those reciproca.!.effects,. He then 
referred to resolution 58 (XXXVIl) of. the Commission on Huma.n Rights, which called.. . 
f o r the f u l l e s t use to be made of the results of s c i e n t i f i c a.nd technologica.l 
progress i n order to ensure the greatest possible sa.tisfaction of human material. 
a.nà spiritua.l needs. Recently, the Genera.l Assembly ha.d once a.ga.in, i n 
resolution 5 6 / 5 6 , of which he quoted operative paragraph 1 , stressed the importa,nce. 
of applying the principles of i t s 1975 Decla.ra.tion. 

2 7 . In the rela.tionship between s c i e n t i f i c developments a.nd huma.n rig h t s , the use 
of nuclear energy f o r pea.ceful purposes occupied a special pla.ce. Several conferences 
ha.d been devoted to tha.t question, including one a.t Geneva, from 6 to 16 September 1971 
imder the a.uspices of the United Nations and IAEA. The conference ha.d given a.n 
understa,nding of the extensive role nuclea.r energy could pla.y i n the fulfilment of 
the development plans of countries of the th i r d world. He l i s t e d severa,l iraporta,nt 
a.spects of tha.t roles u t i l i z a . t i o n of nuclea.r energy to reduce the sa.linity of s o i l s 
a.nd improve a.gricultura.1 la.nds, nuclea.r medicine, e l e c t r i c i t y production, crea.tion . 
of alterna.tive sources of energy, a.ll a c t i v i t i e s which enta.iled the t r a i n i n g of 
s c i e n t i f i c a.nd technica.l personnel. He then referred to the princ i p l e s which should 
govern internâ,tional co-operation i n the use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes 
a.nd which were' set out i n Genera.l Assembly resolution 52/5OS f i r s t , such use was 
of grea.t impofta.nce f o r economic a.nd socia.l development; secondly, a.ll Sta.tes ha.d 
the right to develop t h e i r progra,mrae f o r the pea.ceful use of nuclear technology 
f o r such development 5 t h i r d l y , a.ll Sta.tes should ha.ve a.ccess to the technology a.nd 
ma.teria.ls needed f o r the pea.cef-ul use of nuclea.r energy. 

http://disa.rma.ment
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2 8 . Iraq, as a producer of petroleum, was aware that that resource would one day, 
be exhausted. I t s leaders had therefore sought to use i t s revenue from petroleum 
to ensure the country.'s t e c h n i c a l and s c i e n t i f i c progress. . At present,. Iraq was 
making use of nuclear energy to accelerate i t s development, generate e l e c t r i c i t y 
and improve and desalt the s o i l . It was also making progress In the f i e l d of 
nuclear medicine. 

2 9 . Iraq's nuclear f a c i l i t i e s had been constructed f o r peaceful purposes, under 
the control of IAEA. The I s r a e l i r a i d against those i n s t a l l a t i o n s , which had 
taken place i n June 1 9 8 1, had been an act of aggression, strongly condemned by the 
Security Council i n r e s o l u t i o n 487 ( 1 9 8 l ) and by the General Assembly i n 
r e s o l u t i o n 3 6 / 2 7 . That Z i o n i s t aggression had constituted a v i o l a t i o n of human 
ri g h t s i n that i t had i n f r i n g e d the r i g h t to use science and technology for the 
benefit of mankind. I t was the expression of a r a c i s t ideology aimed at hampering 
the exercise of the r i g h t of peoples to development. Furthermore, i t was c e r t a i n 
that I s r a e l i t s e l f possessed nuclear weapons; that had been stressed i n the report 
of the experts appointed i n that connection by the Secretary-General (A / 3 6 / 4 3 I ) . 

In that regard, i t was necessary to draw attention also to the close co-operation 
between South A f r i c a and I s r a e l i n the nuclear f i e l d , a co-operation which sought 
to enable the l a t t e r country to play more e f f e c t i v e l y the role of guardian of 
i m p e r i a l i s t i n t e r e s t s i n the Arab world. In that connection, he r e f e r r e d to 
General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 32/13О) the preamble of which recognized that aggression 
and : threats against national sovereignty constituted s i t u a t i o n s which i n themselves 

. were .and generated mass and flagrant v i o l a t i o n s of a l l human r i g h t s and fundamental 
freedoms; he also quoted operative paragraph 1 (e) of the r e s o l u t i o n . In 
conclusion, he, said that the Commission should strongly condemn the I s r a e l i 
aggression as a v i o l a t i o n of human r i g h t s and adopt appropriate resolutions to.put 
an end to Z i o n i s t acts of aggression against the Arab nation, which was f i g h t i n g 
against under-development. 

3 0 . Mr. BATIOUK (Observer f o r the Ukrainian Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republic) said that 
s c i e n t i f i c and technological progress symbolized the hope of mankind for a better 
future. I t was regrettable, i n those circumstances, that i t was sometimes diverted 
from i t s purpose - f o r example, by the m i l i t a r i s t forces which engaged i n an unbridled 
arms and even nuclear race - and was used i n such a way that i t might r e s u l t i n the 
annihila^tion of mankind. 

3 1 . Only through co-operation by a l l States would i t be possible to reduce that 
m i l i t a r y threat by g i v i n g p r i o r i t y to the r i g h t to l i f e and the triumph of reason 
over d i s t r u s t . I t was i n that s p i r i t that the General Assembly had adopted 
re s o l u t i o n 3 6 / 8 1 В at i t s most recent session. 

5 2 . , The b i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s spent on armaments could be u s e f u l l y employed f o r 
the benefit of the underprivileged. The Commission therefore had a duty to ensure 
that, through inter- S t a t e agreements, the benefits of science and technology were 
employed e x c l u s i v e l y i n the i n t e r e s t of i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and f o r the benefit 
of mankind and, to that end, immediately to undertake the preparation of a study 
on the r i g h t to l i f e . . 

3 3 . Mr. FRAMBACH (Observer for the German Democratic Republic) r e c a l l e d that i n 
his statement at the opening of the session, the Director of the D i v i s i o n of Human 
Rights had observed that, without l e g a l and s o c i a l protection of human l i f e , the 
very f a b r i c of our s o c i e t i e s would be destroyed. One of the important aspects of 
protection of the r i g h t to l i f e was the use of s c i e n t i f i c and technological progress 
in the i n t e r e s t of peace and for the benefit of mankind. In r e s o l u t i o n 36/56 A, 
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the General Assembly had stressed that the resources of mankind and the a c t i v i t i e s 
of s c i e n t i s t s should be used only for peaceful economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l 
development. He also referred to the Declaration on the Use of S c i e n t i f i c and 
Technological Progress, adopted by the General Assembly i n r e s o l u t i o n 5304 (XXX), 
and said that his country favoured the f u l l a p p l i c a t i o n of the p r i n c i p l e s set f o r t h 
in that Declaration, p r i n c i p l e s which had, moreover, become everyday pra c t i c e i n 
the German Democratic Republic, A r t i c l e 17 of that country's Constitution 
prohibited any misuse of science directed against peace, i n t e r n a t i o n a l understanding, 
or human l i f e and d i g n i t y , and i t s national p o l i c y had always been aimed at 
promoting the humanistic nature of science, 

54. In the f i e l d of i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s , the p o s i t i o n of the German Democratic 
Republic was that the a c t i v i t i e s of the United Nations, and i n p a r t i c u l a r of the 
Commission, related to science and technology should seek to prevent any abuse of 
s c i e n t i f i c and technological achievements that would favour imperialism, the 
development of weapons of mass destruction and the n e o - c o l o n i a l i s t e x p l o i t a t i o n 
of developing countries. In that connection, he drew attention to the p o s i t i v e 
impact of disarmament on development, 

35• The strengthening of peace through arms l i m i t a t i o n was of the f i r s t p r i o r i t y . 
Such was the purpose of the actions taken i n that f i e l d by h i s Government, i n 
concert with the USSR and the other f r a t e r n a l s o c i a l i s t countries. The s o c i a l i s t 
countries were seeking peace, since the construction of socialism required peace 
and at the same time strengthened i t . In pursuing that goal, the s o c i a l i s t countries 
hoped that current i n t e r n a t i o n a l tensions would be decreased, that the arms race 
would be halted and that détente would be encouraged. In t h e i r opinion, there 
was no other way. At the Tenth Congress of the S o c i a l i s t Unity Party of the 
German Democratic Republic, Mr. Honecker, the General Secretary of the 
Central Committee, had s a i d : "The peoples should not have to go about t h e i r d a i l y 
business under the threat of war, but i n a secure atmosphere of peace, which 
should f i n a l l y become t h e i r normal way of l i f e " . 

The meeting rose at 1 2 . 1 0 p,m. 


