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We have the honour to request, on behalf of the Governments of Derulark'
FinLandr l,ltrway and sneden, tlie inclusion in the provislonal agenda--of the
thirty-seventh session of the General Assendoly of an iten entitled istate of
sigrnaiures and ratifications of the Protocols M6itional to the Geneva Conventl'ons
of 1949 and relating to the protection of victins of international armed conflicts
(Protoco!. I) and the protection of victims of non-inter national armed conflicts
(Protocol II) '.

Thirty-seventh session

P.EQUEST FOR TIE IIICLUSION OF AN ITEM IN TIIE MOVISIONAL
AGENDA OF TITE THIRTY-SEVENTE SESSION
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In submitting this itern for considetation by the General Assembly, $e would
request l,ou to circulate the attached explanatory memorandum as an official
document of the Assembly under rule 20 of the rules of procedure.

(Siqned) IYilh. UIiRICIISEN
Ambassador, Permanent

Representative of Denmark
to the Unlted Nations

(Siqned) Ilkka PASTINEN
Ambassador, Pernanent

Representat ive of FinLand
to the united Nations

(Signeal) Tom \IRAALSEN
Anbassador, Permanent

Representative of Norway
to the Uniteal Nations

(Siqneal) Analers TSUNBORG
Albassador, Permanent

Representative of Sneden
to the United Nations
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ANNEX

Explanatorv memorandum

1. At its thirty-fourth session, the General AssenbLy aaloPted resolution 34/5I of
23 November 1979 entitled "state of signatures ancl ratificatlons of the Protocols
Additional to the Geneva conventions of 12 August 1949 concerning the respect for
huran rights in armed conflicts". The G€neral AssenbLy was convinced of the
continuing value of established hulanitarian rules relating to armed conf]-lct and
the need to secure the fuII observance of hrmlan rights in armed conflicts pending
the earllest posslble ternination of such conflicts. At the sane tirne the Assembly
noted that thus far only a limited number of states had rabified or acceded to the
t$ro Protocols, concluded at Geneva Ln L977. a/ In the operative part of the
resolution the General AssembLy called on alt States to consider without delay the
rnatter of ratifying or acceding to the t\.ro Protocols Mtlitional to the Geneva
Conventions of L949, and requested the Secretary-General to inform the Assembly
annually of the state of ratifications of and accessions to the cwo Protocols rrith
a view to enabling the Assernbly to consider the matler at a later stage.

2. In its resolution VII, the twenty-fourth International Conference of the Red

Cross, held at Manila fron 7 to 14 November 1981' noted the fact that l8 states had
ratified or acceded to Protocol I andl 16 states to Protocol II. The Conference
reaffirmed its nill to do everything in its power so that the two additional
Protocols should be as universally accepted as the Geneva Conventions / and
invj.ted the states which had not yet done so to ratify or accede to the two
additional Protocols.

3. According to information suppi. ied by the depositary of the t\do Protocols, the
swiss Government, a small number of States ratified the Protoc$ls at the end of
1981 and at the beginning of 1982. Thus far it is stilL correct to say that only a
lini.ted nujrtrer of states have ratified or acceded to the Protocols' It is
therefore appropriate for the General Assembly to call anevt on states to ratify or
accede to these important instruments of international hunanitarlan 1aw apPlicable
in arned conflict. It i.s requested that an iten entitled "State of signatures and
ratiflcations of the Protoc€ls Adatiliona1 to the Geneva conventions of 1949 antl
reLating to the protection of victims of international armed conflicts (Protocol I)
and the protection of victims of non-international armed conflicts (Protocol I1)'
be included in tjre provisional agenda of the thirfy-seventh session of the General
Assenbly.
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