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Th irty-seventh session

REQUEST FOR THE II\ICIUSION OF AN ADDITIONAL ITEM IN TEE
AGANDA OF THE THIRTY-SEVSITH SESSION

IMPLEI{ENTATION OF THE CI]LLECTIVE SECURTTY PROI/ISIOITS OF
TI{E CIIAR?ER OF THE TJNITED NATIOI,IS FOR THE MAINTn{ANCE

OF IN?ERNATIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY

The Government of sierra Leone proposes the incrusion in the agenda of the
th irty-seventh segsion of the Generar Assembry of an important and urgent itenentitled " rmplenentation of the collective security provisions of the charter ofthe l)nlted Nations for the maintenance of international peace and security'.

_ A: may be recalled, Article 1, paragraph I of the Charter expressly states thetask of the organization to be ,,to rnlintiin- international peace aid secirity, andto that end: to take effective corrective neasures for the prevention and renovarof lhreats to the peace, and for the suppression of acts of aggression ...n. Infurtherance of this task, and in ttre eveit of a threac to the'feace, 
-t'reaches 

ofthe peace and acts of aggresslon, the charter lays down a frarnewor k for prohibitiveor remedial action with a view to naintaining or restoring the peace.

However ' and not$ri thstanding the foregoing and the nurnerous occasl.ons in which
there has been an actual br each of the peace, slnce the inception of theorganizatlon no successfur effor.t has ulen made at impreroenting the colrective
security provisions of the Charter. As is well known, underlying these provlsions
Idas the idea that' vrhenever the peace is threatened or breached or has actuallybroken down in any part of the rrorld, the organlzatlon was to take measures Eoreslore or maintain it.

In consequence of this lack of successful effort on the part of the
Organization, some States have all too often resorted to the unilateral use of
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force with dangerous consequences atEendant upon such action for international
peace and security and the effectiveness of the organlzation. The inabillty of the
6rganization to enforce the relevant provisions of the Charter in this regard has

resulted in its authority being increasingly challenged and seriously undermined '

It is, therefore, the view of the sierra Leone covernnenL that' if this state
of affairs is atroweal to continue, not only will the caPacity of the organization
to act as the effective instrulpnt of world peace be irretrlevably danaged, but
wor lal stabillty Houlal be seriously funper ille-. In order to avert thls drift
towards worlal calamity, the sierra Leone Governnent considers it essential and

necessary that the relevant provisions of the Charter be imPlemen ted and that
practicai steps be taken to in"intultr international securtty and reslore the peace

where it has actually bEoken donn.

As a concrete first step and in accordance $ith the relevant provisions of the
charter, the sierra Leone Governtnent believeg that Member states could contribute
to this successful effort by ileclarlng, in advance of the special agreement or
agreements called for in lrlicte 43, fhat they rdiU nake availabLe Co the security
Council armed forces, assistance and facilities, including rights of passage,

necessary for the Purpoae of maintaining internatlonal peace and-seeurity' prior to
the signing of a slecial agreement or atreements. such a nove, in the view of the

sierra Leone covernnent, would encourage and inspire the security council to carry
out its responsib i.I ity.

As nay be recalled, during the early years of the Organization, considerable
efforts were made to formutate "general principtes governing the organization of
the armed forces made available io the Security Councit by l'lenber nations of the
Irni ted Nations". DesPite the exertions of Ehe Military staff conmittee ' it $as not
possible to reach an agreement on these Principles. Since the report of the
Llilitary staff comnittee of 30 Apr tl f947 on this matter (5,/336), no agreements
under Article 43 have been negotiated or signed. In June and July 1947, the
security Councit discussed an agenda iten entitled "speciat agreements under
Article 43 of the Charter and oiganization of the lrnited Nations armed force'.
However, no definitive declsion nas reached on the natter by the security council '
on numerous occasions durlng dlscussions in the General Assembly references have
been made to the provisions of Article 43 of the charter'

In proposing the inclusion of an iten on the j.nplementation of the collective
security pr;visions of the Charter, full cognizance is taken of the fact that the

initiative in negotiating the agreenents for armed forces Provided for in
Article 43 of the chartei betongs to the security council. The u.rgency and
relevance of the matter, howevei, arises fron the fact tha!, in the present
circumstances, the effectiveness of the Organization as the nain instrument for the
maintenance of international peace and security has been seriously undermined and

its capacity at peace-keeping has been called lnto question in the light of recent
events. It is, therefor., of tft" utnbst importance that the General Assen sly give
full consideration to the natler r*ith a view to reconEnending ways and means to
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implernent fuuy the collective security provlsions of the Charter and, inparticular, Article 43.

The Sierra Leone Government requests your Excellency to regard this letter as
the explanatory nennrandum required under rule 20 of the rules of procedure of the
General Assenbly and to have lt circulated as an official docufilent of the General
Assenlcly.

(Ei.rcg) Abdul c. KoRol|A
Anbassador Bxtraordlnary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of the Retrxrblic of

Sierra Leone to the United Nations




