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|. Introduction unparalleled opportunity for discussion and an excellent
framework for expanding development strategies and trade
1.  The General Assembly, on 25 November 199Between the two continents, as relations between them

adopted resolution 53/34 entitled “Zone of peace affOW increasingly close, active and dynamic.

cooperation of the South Atlantic”, in which it took not@. At the conclusion of the fifth meeting, the States
of the report of the Secretary-General (A/53/488) amdembers of the zone adopted by consensus a final
requested the relevant organizations, organs and bodieggflaration and a plan of action. The declaration
the United Nations system to render all appropriatéderscores the determination to increase cooperation in
assistance that States members of the zone may seek&as of mutual interest, such as the conservation of marine
their joint efforts to implement the declaration of the zorfgh stocks, the promotion of trade and investment, the
of peace and cooperation of the South Atlantic. Tlhomotion of technical cooperation, the struggle against
Assembly also requested the Secretary-General to keepdhgy trafficking, the conservation of freshwater resources
implementation of resolution 41/11 of 27 October 1986 aa@éd the appropriate regulation of maritime transport of
subsequent resolutions on the matter under review andddioactive wastes.

submit a report to the Genersdsembly at its fifty-fourth
session, taking into accouiriter alia, the views expressed
by Member States.

3. Theplanofactionisthe first such document adopted
in the framework of the ministerial meetings of States

members of the zone, and its purpose is to putinto practice
2. Pursuant to resolution 53/34, the Secretary-Genetlaé measures agreed upon in the declaration. The
addressed a note verbale dated 24 May 1999 to #gentine Republic, as coordinator of the standing

Governments of the States Members of the United Natias@mmittee for the zone, proposed several courses of action
requesting their views on the implementation of thes a follow-up to the plan of action, and they have been
declaration of the zone of peace and cooperation of #ébmitted for the consideration of the other members ofthe
South Atlantic. On 18 May 1999, letters were alsgone.
dispatched to the relevant organizations and bodies ofH1e

United Nations requesting them to submit thei The Argentine Republic reaffirms its conviction that
o q 9 the objectives of peace and cooperation that inspired the
contributions for the preparation of the report of the

Secretary-General by 30 July estaplishmgnt of the zone can pe achieved only insofar as
' the institutions of representative democracy and total

3. As at 30 September, two Governments had repliggspect for human rights and fundamental freedoms come

and communications had beezceived from five of the into full force in the countries of the region.

organizations and Uniteddtions bodies addressed. Thos

. . . . With regard to stronger trade ties in the zone, as
replies are reflected in sections Il and Il of the present . :
. . - advocated in paragraph 3 of the Buenos Aires plan of
report respectively. Any further replies receiveil Wwe

. : action, the Argentine Republic has invited member
incorporated in an addendum to the report. . - . ) o

countriesto publicize trade fairs and commercial missions
by way of national publications on the gt to be

I. Replies received from Governments distributed among the States members of the zone.

6. Members of the zone again urged ratification of or
Argentina accession to the New York Agreement for the
o _ Implementation of the Provisions of the United Nations
[Original: Spanish] convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 Decentg82
[30 July 1999] relating to the Conservation and Management of
atraddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks

1. The Argentine Republic is gratified by the outcom h oul T fth
of the fifth ministerial meeting of the States members 995) and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the

the zone of peace and cooperation of the South AtlantliJc{1iteOI Nations_, (FAO) Agreement to Promote compliance
held in Buenos Aires on 21 and 22 October 199\é/|’ch International Conservation and Management

Argentina’s offer to host a meeting of this importance w easures by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas (1993). In
prompted byits interestin strengthening peace in the zdhE&

light of the latter instrument and with a view to
and promoting cooperative relations among the memi{0lding cases of fishing vessels’ flying dual flags,

countries. Argentina believes that the zone provides %mbers of the Zone undertook to cooperate with each
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other in providing information regarding the registratiomvhich an exchange of information would be useful, and
of fishing vessels flying their flags. eventually creating a database centred in New York.

7. As part of the cooperation in the prevention of druy3. Argentina is interested in having all the countries
abuse and the struggle againstdrug trafficking and relatindt form part of the zone of peace and cooperation of the
crimes (para. 7 of the Buenos Aires plan of actionfouth Atlantic establish a national coordination centre
Argentina has proposed exchanging information on suwlith a view to facilitating links among themselves and
subjects as thallicit traffic in narcotic drugs and communicating more easily.

psychotropic substalncesd, prevendtlor? a_ndl assistance Itisimportant to point out that in the South Atlantic,
programmes, money-launderingand chemicalprecursQfigs cojonial status of the Malvinas, South Georgia and

8. Regardingsecurityissues, the Argentine Republich@suth Sandwich Islands still persists, affecting the
begunto circulate various intextional instruments among territorial integrity of the Argentine Republic. Argentina
the countries of the zone in the hope of strengthenimxpresses its satisfaction over the greater understanding
regional consensus on security issues and giving impetusd degree of reconciliation achieved by the Governments
to the international conviction that the zone of peace amfl the Argentine Republic and the United Kingdom of
cooperation of the South Atlantic must be a regioGreatBritain and Northern Ireland. Despite the efforts that
untouched by the arms race and free of nuclear weapoAsgentina has made to promote dialogue and a peaceful
ﬁmd definitive solution to the question of the Malvinas

9. Argentinainvitesthe international communityto sig ) ) .
and ratify the Convention on the Prohibition of the USA,SIand.S’ its commitment to respect the way of life of the
habitants of the Malvinas and the many calls by the

Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti—personné[1 . . . . .
Mines and on Their Destruction (1997). international community for a negotiated solution, it has

. _ ~ notproved possible torestart negotiations towards ending
10. It is to be hoped that the conflicts whichhe sovereignty dispute. The Argentine Republic believes
unfortunately still affect States members of the zone m@yat solving this serious problem would make it possible

be settled with the speed that the humanitarian emergeRgyonsolidate once and for all stability and cooperation in
requires. In the interim, the Argentine Republic considefge South Atlantic.

thatthe zone provides afavourable context for offering any

nation that requires it its willing collaboration in the

peaceful settlement of conflicts in the region. Argentina Brazil
is, in fact, taking an active part in United Nations peace-

keeping operations and stands ready to go on contributing

to the consolidation of peace, security, justice and the

growth of the States members of the zone. 1. The zone of peace and cooperation of the South

11. On the question of international humanitariafitlantic has been recognized by the international
assistance, attention is drawn to the progress of the Whg@&mmunity as a valuable mechanism that provides the 24
Helmets initiative, presented to the internationagountries from the two shores of the South Atlantic with
community and adopted unanimously by the Generah important framework for concerted efforts in the pursuit
Assemblyin 1994 (resolution 49/139 B). Within the zon&f the common goals of peace, social and economic
the White Helmets have provided assistance in countridégvelopment and protection of the environment. The
as diverse as Angola, Argentina, Brazil, Equatorigiupport eceived by the General Assembly through its
Guinea, Rwandaand Sierra Leone. In order to bolster thgggolutions on this matter is indicative of the fact that the
efforts, Argentina has asked the States members of the zéfkgvance of the zone of peace and cooperation of the South
to establish their own national coordination centre focéjtlantic is by no means limited to its Member States but
points for the White Helmets initiative, in accordance wit@lso has a significant impact on the promotion of the
paragraph 11 of the plan of action issued at the latedijectives of the United Nations.

ministerial meeting of the States members of the zone®f The Government of Brazil believes that there are
peace and cooperation of the South Atlantic. three priority areas in which the zone’s potential can be
12. Concerning statistics, the Argentine Republic #§0st fruitfully put to use: denuclearization of the region,
currently preparing a register of the specialized offices Rfotection of the marine environment and cooperation in
each country, with a view to identifying thematic areas i€ fight against drug trafficking.

[Original: English]
[29 July 1999]
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3. There can be no doubt that the goal of compldt. Replies received from

denuclearization ofthe South Atlantic regionis achievable. ; ; ;
The Tlatelolco and Pelindaba treaties already provide a organizations and bodies of the

basic frame of reference for this endeavour. With Brazil’s United Nations system
accession tothe Treaty onthe Non-Proliferation of Nuclear

Weapons, all States in the zone are now parties to thid. Department of Disarmament Affairs
treaty. Furthermore, the integration of a denuclearized
South Pacific with the Rarotonga and Bangkok treatitis

would make possible the prospect of a Southern The Department of Disarmament Affairs has
: P prosp supported and encouraged the efforts of States of the South
Hemisphere free of nuclear weapons.

Atlantic region to consolidate the regime established by the
4. With respect to the protection of the maringreaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin
environment, Brazil understands that the creation of nexynerica and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco) and to
mechanisms on the issue, within the framework of theccelerate the ratification of the African Nuclear-Weapon-
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, wouldree Zone Treaty (Treaty of Pelindaba) by all States
bring a positive contribution to prevent accidents and ncerned, so that they would enter into force as soon as
promote the exchange of information and cooperation.possible.

5. Thefightagainstdrugtraffickingis another objective.  The Department has held two seminars on the illicit
tobe actively pursued. Tothatend, Brazil is convinced thfibw of arms under the auspices of its revitalized regional
coordination of efforts within the zone of peace andentres for peace and disarmament in Africa and in Latin
cooperation ofthe South Atlantic can be decisive. Bilateralmerica and the Caribbean. Participants at the meetings
agreements between South Atlantic States, as well iagluded representatives of the region’s ministries of
multilateral activties such as the anti-drug initiativeforeign affairs, military and police institutions,
launched in the Fourth Ministerial Meeting of the zone dhternational experts and representatives of regional
peace and cooperation of the South Atlantic (Somerssiganizations. The purpose of these workshops, in
West, South Africa), are instrumental in fostering thaccordance with General Assembly resolution 53/77 T of
effectiveness of actions undertaken against this form #fDecemberl998, was to address the human suffering
organized crime. caused by illicit trafficking in small arms, to enable

6.  Inordertofully achieve its goals, the zone needs tffzovernments to better understand the issue and to develop

continuing support ofthe Unitediidons system, including More effective means of addressing the problem. They

the United Nations Development Programme arfk@mined the magnitude of the phenomenon and the
international financial institutions. exploration of possible measures to combéicit

) o . ) ) _circulation and trafficking as well as the United Nations
7. ThefFifth Ministerial Meeting, held in Buenos AiréSgle in combating the problem. Participants called for a

in October 1998, once again renewed the commitment Qftinuation of that role in regional disarmament matters
Member States to the jtives of the zone. Its final 544 commended the Organization for its establishment of

declaration and the innovative plan of action adopted Q. manent forums for arms and security information and
that occasion have set out various modalities of cooperatigipate.

for the common purpose of ensuring peace, security and o i
development. 3. After the Government of Liberia decided to destroy

] ) .some 31,000 decommissioned weapons collected at the end
8.  Brazilattaches greatimportance tothe strengthenipgiis seven-year civil war, the Department participated in

of the zone of peace and cooperation of the South Atlanfig s itations leading to the actual destruction of those
and will continue to work actively with other Southyeapons in late July 1999. The Regional Centre for Peace
Atlantic countries and with the United Nations;ng pisarmament in Africa served as certifier of the

membership at large for the full implementation Ofjestryction process at the request of the Government of
resolution 41/11. Liberia.

B. Department of Public Information
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1. The adoption of General Assembly resolution 53/3dresidential statement following the meeting. It also
on 25 November 1998 was highlighted by Department afranged press conferences for various United Nations
Public Information radio news programmes in Englishofficials concerned with the situation in Africa. Other
French, Russian, Dutch and Kiswahili, produced fanformation centres and information services publicized
broadcasting organizations worldwide. The jesabwas the System-wide Special Initiative on Africa, the Secretary-
emphasized by the press release services at HeadquarGeseral's article on “An Africa that Africa Deserves”,

in New York and Geneva (English and French) and lemining and nuclear disarmament, the special session of
United Nations information centres and serviceshe General Assembly on the world drug problem and the
particularlythose locatedin the region covered bythe zorfdtieth anniversaries of the Universal Declaration of

2. The Radio and Central News Service, in its ne\/\}éuman Rights and of United Nations peacekeeping.

bulletins, extensively coveredthe situationsin Angola,tte  The Dag Hammarskjold Library continued to collect
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Liberia and Sierrand index in its UNBIS/Horizon database all United
Leone. Other topics covered that were relevant to thidations documents and publications and some non-United
region included: massacres of women, children and eldeNytions materials on the zone of peace and cooperation of
persons in the eastern part of the Democratic Republictble South Atlantic.

the Congo, the United Nations Observer Mission in Sier@ The Department's publicatiofearbook of the Uted

Leone, a new wave of internally displaced persons Il(]ationsprinted the text of General Assembly resolution

Angola, humanitarian assistance in Sierra Leone, thg;3, o5 el as a brief text on the report of the Secretary-
adoption in Buenos Aires of a plan of action toreduce t eneral on the subject (A/58)

risk of global climate change, the non-proliferation o ) _ )
nuclear weapons, multinational investment an@  Africa Recovery a quarterly journal, published
democratization in Latin America and drug trafficking irs€veral articles highlighting issues of importance to the

the South Atlantic States of Africa and South America.Affican countries in the South Atlantic region. The
. i subjects ranged from peacemaking and reitiation to
3. In addition, the Department produced e'ghtfeatu'éenvironmental and economic matters:

programmes, in English, French, Portuguese, Russian,

Spanish and other languages. The topics covered were: (&) The June 1999 issue examined the impact on
Southern African countries of the wide-ranging trade pact

between South Africa and the European Union;
(b) Eight fallen peacekeepers in Angola; (b)

(a) Former child soldiers in Liberia;

The April 1999 issue published a cover story
(c) Increase of temperature — climate change; examining the impact of the euro on the countries of the
CFA franc zone, a country profile of Namibia examining
its socio-economic development, the progress made in
(e) Angola; peacemaking and democratization in the Central African
(f) Disarmament: non-nuclear pro”ferationRepUb”C,therehab”itation of war ¥imsin Sierra Leone,

including an interview with Paulo Cordeiro de Andrad@ report on the second session of the Conference of the

Pinto, Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Brazil to thBarties to the United Nations conventions to combat

United Nations: desertification and appeals by Sierra Leone for
I - .. international intervention to end the conflict in that

(g) Missiles and their impact on global Secu”tywuntry'
including an interview with Emundo Fujita, Special '

Adviser, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Brazil; (c) TheDecember998issue reported on Nigeria's
privatization programme, which promises to be one of the

largest in Africa, the opening up of new markets for
€African countries through the Internet and land
distribution in Zimbabwe and Namibia;

4.. The United Nationslr]formation Service in Ge'rlevg (d) The November 1998 issue highlighted the
briefed the press on t_he .dlsastrous effects of El I\.lmo. arch foranegotiated peacein Angola and the Democratic
Paraguay; the humanitarian and peace processesin S'?{éﬁublic of the Congo;

Leone and Angola; and the Security Council ministerial '

meeting on Africa on 25 September 1998 as well as the (€) The August 1998 issue reported on the efforts
by the Secretary-General to seek solutions to African

(d) United Nations efforts in the Congo;

(h) Global security, including an interview with
Anténio Patriota, Minister Plenipotentiary of th
Permanent Mission of Brazil to the United Nations.
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crises, particularly in Nigeria, the efforts of Africanin a given country and provides a framework for joint
countries in fighting international drug trafficking inprogramming, common prioritization and joint resource
cooperation with the United Nations International Drugobilization.

Control Programme, the main findings of the report of thg Strategic frameworks have been developed in

Secreta}ry—GeneraI on the causes O_f conflict and tP,Sun'[riesin crisis with the aim of defining a coherent and
promotion of durable peace and sustainable developmegi e multi-sectoral United Nations response. The
in Africa (A/52/871-5/1998/318), the problem of th&yce for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs is

prollferatlor_l of smgll arms in Africa, th_g pqst-confhpt urrently working on the development of a strategic
reconstruction of Liberia and the rehabilitation of chil ramework for Sierra Leone.

victims in war-torn Sierra Leone. _ o o

8 The | diti f th blicatidasic F 5. The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian

io ﬁ aLtJegtg :Ilon_ Oht. EI'pL;\ Icatl S'Cf ;cts Affairs has also responded to natural disasters by
about the Unite ationsighlights issues of direct establishing a disaster response system in Geneva,

concern kt_o tr]lfe S.ou/}'\?_ Atlﬁn?ch region, l'nc(;Ud.'n%perational 24 hours a day, seven days a week, which
peacemaking eflortsin Africa, thefightagainstlandmineg, o ,isqrs field situations to identify natural disasters. It

responding to emergencies and coordinating reI|_ rso issues situation reports as soon as it is alerted to a

assistance, and environmental initiatives, espeC|aIvay| isaster. Situation reports provide detailed information on
regard to the oceans and effortstocombatglobalwarmwme evolving disaster, including damage caused, actions
. . . taken, assistance needed and international aid provided.

C. Office for the Coordination of In this context, during 1999 situation reports have been
Humanitarian Affairs issued for the earthquakes in Colombia (January) and

1. The work of the Office for the Coordination of€Xico (June).

Humanitarian Affairs in support of the zone of peace ad  In addition, during the period under review, United
cooperation of the South Atlantic includes coordinatingations disaster assessment and coordination teams, which
humanitarian operations in countries of the zone affectpibvide assistance in damage and needs assessment and the
by conflict, such as Angola, the Democratic Republic of ti@ordination of relief activities during the initial phase of
Congo, the Republic of the Congo and Sierra Leone. adisaster, were sentto Brazil (forest fires, April 1998), the

2. The integrated regional information network®ominican Republic and Haiti (Hurricane Georges,
(IRINs), based in the field, provide information ang€Ptémber/October 1998), Honduras and Nicaragua
analyses from a regional perspective to a variety gfurricane Mitch, November 1998) and Colombia
audiences. Since 1995, the Central and East Africa IRf§2rthquake, February 1999).

based in Nairobi, has analysed and synthesized information ) . _ o

on developments in the Great Lakes region. IRIN expande@- United Nations Educational, Scientific and

its geographical coverage to include West Africa and Cultural Organization

Southern Africa by establishing offices in Abidjan and The Intergovernmental Oceanographia@ission

Joh?(?nesburg.fTogetherr,] IRINogglceE |s§tL)|e dac|)ly a%fthe United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Wweekly reports for more than 4, SUDSCIIDETS. LVerayqanization promotes international cooperation in all

it is estimated that they rea_lch at least 10,000 read %ts of the world oceans and within the South Atlantic,
around the world. By fostering greater awareness a garticular'

understanding of regional issues and events, IRIN seek _ o _ o
to contribute to better-informed and more effective (&) Among the 35 Atlantic shipping lines in its
humanitarian action, including emergency preparedne3gip-of-Opportunity Programme, 20 are totally within the
and advocacy. South Atlantic;

3. The 1999 consolidated appeals, a joint inter-agency (b) Its global sea-level observing system
planning tool that aims to raise the resources neede®fgompasses, among its almost 300 core tide gauge
ensure timely humanitarian assistance, were launched¥g#ions, some 30 around the South Atlantic and on various
Angola, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Sieriglands;

Leone. The consolidated appeal process is an overall (c) |ts Data Buoy Cooperation Panel has as one of

strategy that enables the United Nations system to set cigafaction groups the International South Atlantic Buoy
goals and define priorities for the hunit@nian programme
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Programme, which maintains some 60 drifting buoys
currently at sea;

(d) ThePilotResearch Moored Arrayinthetropical
Atlantic can be considered as a cooperative activity of
interest to countries bordering the South Atlantic.

E. United Nations Office for Drug Control
and Crime Prevention

In the context of its drug control projects, both in
South America, mainly Brazil, and in Southern Africa, the
United Nations Office for Drug Control and Crime
Prevention is creating substantive linkages andatparal
synergies to promote cooperation in two specific fields:

(a) Interdiction of drugs from Brazil to Africa;

(b) Drugabuse and HIV/AIDS prevention targeting
injecting drug users. South Atlantic cooperation could start
in 2000.



