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QUESTION OF PALESTINE

Report of the Sec rela ry-Genera I

I. On l0 Decenber 1981, the ceneral Assenblyr at its thirty-sixth session,
adopted resolution 36/L2o E enEicred "euestion of palestine,', the operative part ofwhich reads as foLlons:

"The ceneral Assenbly.

measures and actions taken by Israel, the occupying power, vrhich have altered
or purport to alt.er lhe characler and status of the Holy City of Jerusalen,
and, in particular, the so-calted "Basic Lalrn on Jerusalen and the
procramation of Jerusalem as the capital of rsrael, are nulr and void and musL
be rescinded forthwiih i

Affilms that. such actions constit.ute a serious obstruction lo
achieving a conprehensive ' iusL and rasting peace in the Middre East, and athreat to internalional- peace and security;

ot.her actions by Israel that, as a result of this law. seek to a.Lt.er lhe
character and slatus of Jerusalem and cal1s upon all StaEes, specialized
agencres and olher international organizaEions to conpty with the present
resolution and other relevant resolutions and urges then not !o conduct any
business whi.ch is not' in confornity wifh the provisions of lhe present
resolution and the other relevant resolutions?
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of the United Nations relevant to the hi.stori.c character of the HoIy Ci-ty
of Jerusalen, in particular Security Council resolutions 4?6 (l9go) and
478 (I980) t

'5. Requests the Secr etary-ceneral to report on the implementation of
t.hose resolutions wilhi.n six nonths.tr

2, The present report is submitted in pursuance of paragraph 5 of the above
r e solut ion.

3. on 22 February 1982, the Secr etary-General addressed a note verbale to lhe
Permanent Representative of Israel. In it, the Secr elary-General drew the
attention of the Pernanent Representative to lhe operative paragraphs of General
Assenbly resolution 36/L2O E and, in viee of his reporting responsibility.
request.ed Che Permanent Representative to inform hirn, if possible by 15 May 1992,
of any action which the Goverrunent of Israel had taken or envisaged !o take in
regard to the j.nplementation of the resolution.

4. On 24 May 1982, the pernanent Representative of Iarael addressed a note
verbare to the secr etary-cenerar, the substan!ive part of which is reproduced below:

nThe Permanent Representative of Israel vrishes to dlaw !o lhe attention of the
Secr etary-General the posi!ion of the Goverrment of Israel on Jerusalem, as
set out by the Pernanent Representative of Israet in his statenent before lhe
ceneral Assenbly on 2 Decenber f9OI (A/36,/pV.gl), which, inter alia, reads as
follows:

o'United Jerusalen is and will renain the eternal capitat of Israel and
of the Jerrish people, I! epitomizes the restoralion of our national
soveteignty in our honeland, the Land of Israel. At the sane time, Ene
Goverrulent of Israel has ever been conscious of the fact that Jerusalen
i.s also of deep neaning and concern to other fai.!hs, to Chrislians and
Moslens, as well as Jews. Israel is deeply and reverently mindful of the
city's nanifold spiritual heritage, of i.ts Holy places, of its historical
lreasures and of iLs rich cullurat legacy. Israel has given ample
evidence of this profound regard for Jerusalem, as anyone who has visited
the united city since.L967 weJ.I knolrs.,,'

5. It will be recalled that, i.n lEragraph 4 of ceneral AssenbLy resolution
36/L20 E, reference was nade to Security Council resolu!ion 478 (1980) of
20 Auqust 1980. In that resolueion, the Securi.ty Council had. ineer alia, called
upon "those SEates that have established diplomatic nissions at Jerusalen ro
r,rithdraw such rnissions fron the Hory cityn. rn retters dated 17 t4ay 1992 (s/15r09)
and I June L982 lry'3'1/262), the charg6 d,Affaires of the pernanent Mission of cosla
Rica lransnitted t'o the secretary-General a nessage fron the Minister for Foreign
Affai.rs and Public Worship of Costa Rica inforning the Secreta ry-General of his
Governnentrs decision, on 9 tilay 1982, to transfer its Erlbassy to Jerusalen.
Connuni-cations regarding the decision of Ehe Governnen! of Costa Rica were
thereafter addressed to the Secretary-General and !o lhe president of the Security
Council by the Permanent Represeneative of Iraq, current Chairrnan of the Islanic
Conference (V37 /239-S/L5114 ) , and the pernanen! Representative of Jordan (S/f5O9f
and A/ 37 /23L-sl1s093) .




