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THE SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE SAST

Letter dated I June i-982 fron the Charq6 drAffaires a,i.

Secre tary-General

On express instructions from the Minister for Foreign Affairs and Public
worship, Don Fernando volio Jin6nez, I have the honour co refer to the note verbale
dated 2l l4ay 1982 from t.he Perrnanent Representative of the Republic of fraq,
current chairrnan of the fslanic Conference, in which he brought to your attention
the decision taken by the Government of Costa Rica on 9 May 198e lo transfer its
Bnbassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalen lA/37 /239-S/L5II4I .

In this connexion, I have lhe honour to actach to lhe present note the
conrnuniqu6 issued by Mr. Volio Jindnez on 14 May 1982 on behalf of the Governrnent
of Costa Rica.

I should be grateful if you would arrange for bhis noEe and Che altached
communiqud to be circulated as a document of lhe General Assenbly under item 34 of
lhe preliminary l ist.

(E!-Cned) Ambassador Emilia C. de BARISH
Deputy Perroament Representative

char96 d rAffaires a. i.

t A,/37/Sj/xev.I.

I ?-15408 0220u (E)
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ANNEX

Cornnun i.,rud of the Goverrulent of costa Rica

On 14 May, on behalf of the Government of Costa Rica, the Fbreign Minister
Mr. volio .Tim6nez issued lhe following corununiqu6 of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Public wor ship:

(I) The Presiatent of the Republic, Don Luis Alberto l,longe, authorized the Minister
for Foreign Affairs and PubLic worship to make known on 9 May the Costa Rican
Governmentrs decision to establish the seat of its diplonati.c representation at
Jerusaleml the seat of the Israeli Governnent. The President's decision was
cdrununicated by the Minisferrs note dated 9 !'lay to the Israeli Ambassador to Costa
Rica, Mr. Hagay Dikan' and by the chargd d'Affaires of Cos ta Rica in Israel,
Mr. Fernando Guardia Moria' to the uinister for Foreign Affairs of that countryt
Mr. Yitzhak Shamir.

{2', The transfer of the Costa Rican Ellbassy to Jerusatem is based on the lar't
applicable to relations between two sovereign States and on the respect accorded by
the costa Rican Government to the decision of any state to establish the seat of
its or,rn Government where it chooses. Moreover, this case concerns two countries
which have maintained cordial, close aliplonatic relations for many year5, relations
based prirnarily on their conmon cornnitment. to the values of representative
democr acy as an appropr iate frarnework for efforts to prornote the fundarnental
dignity of the huran person.

(3) Itle transfer of the diplonatlc seat of costa Rica frcrn TeI Aviv to Jerusalem
does not impl-y, nor shou.Ld it b€ interpreted as, an unfriendly act towards the Arab
states, witb which costa Rica wishes !o intensify and improve existing relationsi
its decision has no other significance than the exercise of a right inherent in
naEional sovereignty,

(4) The Goverrunent of costa Ri.ca regrets that, for the abovernentioned reasons, it
cannot conply rdith the Security Councilrs request contained in paragraph 5 (b) of
resolution 478 of 20 August L980. lloreover, the Goverrment of costa Rica cannot
interpret the said request as a linitation of its sovereignty and, consequentlyr of
the law applicable to bilateral relations between indePendent states' Any such
Iimitatlon nould be unacceptable to th€ Governnent of costa Rica' in accordance
with its Polit.icaL constitution and wlth the charter of the Unitecl Nations.

(5) Furthermore, the Government of Costa Rica wishes to Point out that, in
establishing its diplornatic seat in the eestern sector of Jerusalem, it is
motivated by the truest and nost authentic desire for peace. This assertion is
supported by the history of Costa nicats relations with all States in the connunity
of nations and by its conduct in international organizations. In parbicular, Costa
Rica' a small, democratic, peacefuL and unarned state, has scrupuLously resPected
its obligations under the charter as a t'lember of the thited ltbtions and has made

constructive contributions to the fulfilnent of the PurPoses andl princiPles of the
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organization. This fact is particurarly werl knovn in connexion with the strugqlefor hrlllan rights.

(6) rastly, the @vernnent of costa Rica wishes to state that, before deciaring totransfer its aliplomatic seat to the western sector of Jerusar.em, it reguested
assurances fron the rsraeli Goverrment that the holy places of the cathoric and
other chrislian religions as well as of rslan would be duly protected at arl tines,that the freedom of worship of all religions would be respected, that pilgrims
would have free access to the holy praces of alr religions and that they wourd
e_njoy due protection. The GovernmenE of rsrael gave the covernnent of @sta Rieathe assurances requested, orarry and in lrrrting, in a crear ana citegoricar manner.




