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I. INTROD(rcTION

1. The Econqnic and Social Council, by resolution 2097 (LXIII) of 29 July 1977'
recormrended that the General Assedcly should proclaim a Transport and
Comnunications Decade in Africa during the years 1978 and 1987 and that
consideration should be given to the celebration during the Decade of a World
Comnunications Year. The Assembly accepted this reconmendation and adopted
resolution 32/L60 on 19 December L977, in paragraph 5 of which it requested the
Secretary-General, in consultation with the International Telecommunication Union
and other specialized agencies concerned, to propose one year during the Decade as
l{orld Conununications Year and to submit a report to the Council containing a
detailed programne of activities to be carried out during such a Year.

2. In its decision L978/48 of I August 1978, the Econonic and Social Courrcil took
note of the note by the Secretary-Genera1 of the United Nations on t{orld
Comunications Year (E/L978/95), and of the indication that preliminary
consultations anpng the organizations concerned had identified 1983 as the npst
rypropriate year for designation as l{orld Communieations Year.

3. In 1979, the Secretary-General, as requesbed by the General Assembly in
paragraph 5 of its resolution 32/L50, subrnitted a report to the Economic and Social
Council containing a progranure of activities for the celebration of Vlorld
Comrunications Year (E/L979/87'). Thb Courrcil, by decision L979/63 of
3 August L979, deferred action on the Secretary-Generalrs reconmendations and
requested hin to consult with Member States on the scope, proposed programne of
activities and organizational structure for the Year and to report thereon to the
Council at its second regular session of 1980.

4. The Secretary-Genera1 accordingly consulted ltenber Staies and submitted a
report containing a sunmary of their views (E/L}8O/65 and Md.l and 2) to the
Council at its second regular session of 1980. At that session, the Council, by
resolution 1980r/69, recolmended that the Secretary-General should continue
consultations with Governments and submit revised proposals for a progranme for the
Year. By the same resolution the Council designated the International
Teleconmunication Union as the lead agency for the Year and requested that the
rePort of the Secretary-General should also be submitted to the Mministrative
Council of ITU for consideration.

5. In conpliance with that resolution, the Secretary-General transmitted the
connents of tlenber States, together with a tevised provisional programme of
activities for the Year (E/L98L/70), to the Administrative Council of ITU at its
thirty-sixth sesslon (1-19 June I98I) and to the Economic and Social Council of
l98I at its second regular session. The cqnnents of the Administrative Council
lE/L98L/70rlMd.t) and a report by the Secretary-General of ITU on the state of
preparations for the Year (F,/L98L/70,/Ma.2) were also before that session of the
Council, which recomrnended, in its resolution 1981,/60, that the General Assembly
should proclaim 1983 as World Conmunications Year.' Development of Communications
Infrastructures, provided all the preliminary arrangements for its financing fron
voluntary contributions were finalized before adopting a final decision.

6. The Secretary-General of ITU reported to the General Assembly at its
thirty-sixth session (A/36/585) on the preliminary arrangements concerning
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voluntary contributions towards financing d,ire Year. At that session, the Assenbly
adopted resolution 36/40 on tr9 Novenber 1981 proclaining 1983 World Comnunications
Years Developnent of Conununications Infrastructures and reguested the
Secretary-General of ITU to report to the Assembly at its thirty-seventh session,
through the Economic and Social Council, on the state of preparations for the Year.

7. The present report is therefore submitted to the Econonic and Social Council
at its second regular session of 1982 for consideration and transmission to the
GeneraL Assenbly.

II. INTER-AGENCY COII{MITTEE FOR I|ORLD COMMI'NICATIONS YEAR

8. Following the General Aseembly's proclamation of L983 as world Communications
Year: Developnent of Cormrunications Infrastructures, and its designation of ITU as
the lead agency for the Year, with responsibility for co-ordinating the
interorganizational aspects of the prograrmes and activities of other agencies, the
Secretary-General of ITU, as Co-ordinator for the year, convened a meeting of the
Inter-Agency Comnittee for the Year A on 3 December 1981 at the Unionrs
headguarters at Geneva.

9. At that neeting, the Conurittee:

(a) Mopted a plan of action for L982 (see annex I) I
(b) Approved the principle of the early establishnent in each country of a

WCY committee co-ordinating at the national level the preparations and
implementation of the progranune for the year;

(c) Mopted treasures deeigned to nake the nationa]. conmitteeE as widely
representative as possibte;

(d) Prepared a guide containing inforrnation on the general guidelines, the
organization and the financing of the Year. The Guide also provides practical
details aimed at facilitating the establishnent of national cqnmittees;

(e) Approved the presentation of the WCY Register of Activities;

(f) Reviewed the list of proposed pilot projects for the Year.

10. The Inter-Agency Ccnmittee expressed the view that, in order to achieve the
objectives of llCY as defined by the General Assembly, namely, to enable all

y The meeting vras attended by the United Nations, the Economic Comnission
for Africa (ECA) ' the Economic Commission for Europe (ECE), the United Nations
Development Progranme (ttNDP), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO), the United Nations Educationalr Scientific and Cultural Organization
(tNESCO), the World Hea1th Organization (WHO), the World Bank, the Universal Postal
Union (UPU), the Wor1d Meterological Organization (mlO) and the International
Maritime Organization (I!,1O) .

/..-
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countries to undertake an in-depth review and analysis of their policies on
ccnununications developnent and stimuLate the accelerated developnent of
cornnunications infrastructures as an essential part of econornic and social
developnent, the action taken during the first half of 1982 was to be designed
primarily to pronote the establisbment of a national comnittee for World
Comnunications Year in each country.

11. The Committee also emphasized how important it was for the national committees
to conprise representatives of all sectors of activity concerned with the
development of cqnmunications infrastructures, whether they are responsible for
them or whether their activities depend on themr // with a view to drawing up a
plan of action for achieving the objectives of the World Conununications Year, based
on collective reflection and concerted action at the national level. The
activities conducted as part of the Year should constttute a starting point for new
national policies for the developnent of corununications inf,rastructures based on a
global. view of requirements and on co-ordlnation among all the sectors concerned.

L2. The key role of the national connittees for the success of I{CY pronpted the
Inter-Agency Conunittee to ask the Co-ordlnator for the Year to invite the executive
head of each United Nations agency to launch an appeal to the governmental
authorities and non-goverrunentaL organizations whose activities fall within their
field of corq)etence. The purpose of this appeal was to seek their support for the
establishment of a National Comnittee in each country and their active
participation in the national, regional and international efforts deployed for the
Year, in particular by securing the effective participation of their own sector of
activity in the work of the National Comnittee.

13. In addition, an official letter was sent to the Ministers for Foreign Affairs
of the Mernber countries of the Union, either through their permanent nission in
Geneva or directly in the event there is no misslon. This letter inforned them of
the proclarnation of lfCY by the General Assembly, and stressed the necessity of
establishing national cmmittees to co-ordinate the preparations and inplenentation
of this prograrune. It also expressed the wish that their Governments would take
the appropriate steps to facilitate the establishment of such committes.

14. Of capital inportance in this respect is the national political will to
develop specific action for the promotion of economic and social developnent
through the establishment of communications infrastructures. This political will
was demonstrated on 19 November 1981 b!, the adoption by the General Assembly of
resolution 35/40 and could find expression in the participation of not only
sectoral governnent bocliesr but also intersectoraL and multidiEciplinary miniEtries
(e.9. national planningr €conony, financel development and co-operation) in the
national conmittees.

A Governmental authorities and non-governmental bodies dealing with cornnon
carrier teleconmunications, radio, television, press, aviation, tranBportt
educationl agricuLture' health, posts, industry and conmerce, meteorology, publlc
services and other ugers.
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15. In accordance with the plan of action adopted, the Co-ordinator for the year,
on behalf of the Inter-Agency Comittee, also nade arrangements for a general
infornation campaign ained at involving bodies concerned with the deveiopment of
conmunications infrastructurea in the activities of the Year. The regional
organizations working with the agencies represented on the Cqnrnittee have been
contacted in this connexion, together with scientific and industrial organizationsl
recognized private operating agencies, donors, radio amateurs and other
organizations interested in t{CY activities.
15. Several regional broadcasting organizations !../ have also been provided with
informatlon and invited to call on their mernber organizationa to lend fuII support
to !{CY, in particular by naklng circuits available for reporting on t}re. activities
of the Year rthrough existing neans of information, lneluding radio and television
broadcastsr, as caLled for in paragraph 6 of General Assembly resolution 36/40.

17. In addition, the secretariat for the Year has disseninated the Guide to lfCy
and published the first two issues of 99CY Bulletin. This infornation bulletin is
designed to support and encourage the national comnlttees in the preparation of
their prograrune . of' activities.

18. As agreed at its nreeting in Decenber 198I, the Inter-Agency Cqmittee met
again at Geneva on 15 ApriJ. 1982 to take stock cif thp progress made ln the
preparatory work and to review the progratnmes and activities pioposed byr the
agencies concerned. It also agreed on the general outline of the preaent report
for'subrnission to the rTU Adninistrative Council at its thirty-seventh session in
1982 and, subsequently to the Econonic and Social Council at its second regular
session of 1982.

III. PROGRAMIT{E IOR THE YE.AR

19. The programrc for the Year bas been fornulated in collaboration with the
organizations of the United Nations system during interagency tneetings on t{orld
Conununications Year. The guidelines concerning the criteria and rpdalities
applicable to internatlonal years have been duly taken into account when preparing
this progranne.

20. Although the prograrnme for the Year is organized on three levels (national,
regional and international), the over-all activities witl be directed towards
specific achievements at the national level. Projects for inclusion in ttre
progratrure for the Year nust neet the following criteria:

(a) Each project must contribute specifically to the co-ordinated
establishnent of communications infrastructurest

y European Broadcasting Union (EBU), Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union, Arab
States Broadcasting Union (ASBU), Caribbean Broadcasting Unlon (CBU) r
Inter-American Association of Broadcasters (IAAB), lilorth American National
Broadcasters Association (NN[BA), Ibero-Anerican Television Organization (Ol'I),
International Radio and Televigion Organlzation (OIRT) and the Unlon of Natlonal
Radio and Television Organizations of Africa (URINA).

/...
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(b) Each proJect must foster endogenous economic and social development in
the country or countries concerned?

(c) Each project nust be designed to generate productive ideas for the
ratlonal establishment of communications structuresr either through the
implernentation of the projects or through the analysis of the results achievedl

(d) Taking into account the fact that the Year will take place in the middle
of the United Nations Transport and Cmnunicatione Decade in Africa, projects
carried out in Africa nust help to achieve the targets of the Decade which now form
part of the Iagos Plan of Actioni 4,/

(e) Finally, the projects taken together must constitute a consistent
progranune of definite value, in line with national priorities.

2L. The financial resources for the Year are entirely dependent on voluntary
contributions. The VlCy Fund, nrade up of contributions in cash or in kind' wiII be
used:

(a) So finance the irnplenentation of specific projects, known as pilot
projectsl

(b) To send short-term consul.tants to assist countriesr on request, in
fornrulating and irplementing their progratnmest

(c) To cover the operating expenses of the Year secretariatt

(d) To produce basic documentation designed to help the national connittees
in their work.

A. National progranmes

22. It will be for each country, through its National Comnitteer to draw up the
pragranune of activities best suited to its needs. It will also have to arrange f,or
the financing of those activities, with the exception of the activities mentioned
in paragraph 21. Activities developed at the country level will be published in
the IWCY Register of Activities', which will be updated periodically to take
account of progranme developments. National programnes nay include pilot projectsl
conferences, selrinars and infornation activities.

1. Pilot Projects

23. Pilot projects have been formulated by the agencies which take part in the
Inter-Agency Conmittee in collaboration with their Member States, or propoeed
directly by goverrunental authorities or industrial groups.

!/ lhe lagos Plan of Action has been adopted with a view to implenenting the
Monrovia Strategy aimd at fostering the economic developrnent of Africa.

/...
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24- Pilot projects forn lnrt of the eff,orts deployed by the United Nations systen
to further a balanced econonic and social developnent. The irnplementation of suchprojects' the'impact of which wiII be felt far beyond 1983, is of vital importance
for a nunber of countries and regions and should foster the accelerated development
of cmrnunications infrastructures, thus meeting the expectations of thq
internatlonal community, aa expreased by the General Aisembly. Such projects are
called uPon to act as a catalyst, stimulating the development of sirnilar proJects
in the future on the basis of experience acguired. A list containing essential
infornation on these projects hal been published by the year secretariat, at the
request of the !{enber StateE. Several proposals for project implenentation afr/or
financing have been put forward and are being studied. Supplenents wil.l be issued
to include pilot projects subnitted after the publicatlon of the list so as to have
regular updates.

2. ConferenceVseminsrs

25. Conferences or seminars night
subject areas of the Years

(a) Consideration of develotrment problensi

(b) Review and analysis of national cornmunications policy, in coltraboration
with users,

(c) Study of the role of hrman resources in the developnent of communicationel

(d) Evaluation of the social and economic irnpact of a modern comnunication
networkt

(e) Improvement of the prograrnming of technical assistance projects.

26. Such conferences or serninars might be attended by the representatives of
governmental bodies, infrastructure users, and scientific and university
researchers.

3. public ,infornation
27. Fulll precise and up-to-date infornation on the cqnmunications of tonorrow and
the vital role tbey will play in the nodern world is necessary in order to bring
the Yearrs obJectives to the public notice, enhance national, regional and world
comunications and create an inpact that will last well beyond 1983. Such
information should provide an opportunity to attract public attention and rnake
people aware of the inportance of communications for social and economic
develolnent.

28. The aim must be to inforn the public of the Yearrs objectives, in particular
by rneans of:

(a) Press campaigns

(b) Production and broadcasting of radio and television progranmesi

be organized at the national level on the main
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(c) Production and dissemination of doculnentationr posters and other naterial
aimed at the general public.

29. In this connexion, the t{CY secretariat will take fulI advantage of the
world-wide network of United Nations inforrnation centres to diseeninate informatlon
in the countriesr/regions where they operate.

B. Regional and international progra,rmee

30. The nain purpoae of the regional and internatlonal Programmeg is to aseist
national comitteea in their activitiee and provlde then with loglstic support.
The programe will corprise the inplenentation of pilot projects at the reglonal or
international levell organization of conferences or seminars and lnfornation
activitiesl it will conplement the programmes undertaken in a purely national
franework. Regional activities already enjoy the support and collaboration of the
United Nations econmic cmmissions and other regional organizations (see
annex III).

31. Sone regional and international pilot projects have been included in the list
of t{CY projects (see parag. 23 and 24 above).

32. Irtultlsectorial conferences and seminars on the development of cmmunieatione
intraE€ifrirEEiiliiJ@ also be organized. Their purpoEe will ber

(a) lto review the results obtained with regard to the developnent of the
regional networkt

(b) So analyse the obetacles to the development of cmmunications
lnfraetructures for all services (naritilrer 8€toDiutical' publlc
telecoununications, postal Eervices etc.) I

(c) lto proPose solutions for eliminating those obstacles,

(d) To propose objectives for the short-, medium- and long-term developnent
of the regional networkt

(e) To enphasize the close link between the developnent of connunications
infrastructures and social and economic deveLoPnentt

(f) To strengthen regional structures (intergovernnental and non-governmental
regional organizatione) .

Inf orrnation activities

33. In the area of publlc information, the Inter-Agency Cmlttee will assist in
the dieeemination of information on the objectives and programmes of the Year
through the regional botlies. The secretariat of lfCY will publish baeic
docunentation for the benefit of the national cormitteesr including the followlngr
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(a) An infornation bulletin which the national cmmittees can use to
diseeninate information on the Year (four issues in 1982 and six in 1983) and whichie also design6d to perrnit the international exchange of infornation on proposale,
plana, activities and projects carried out within the framework of the year at thenationalr regional and international levels;

(b) The register of activities of the progrannp for the year, which will beregularly brought uP to date as the progranne develops, to facilitate the
co-ordlnatlon of national, regional and international activities and assist
organizations which so desire to establish contacts where activities are of conmoninterestt

(c) A leaflet, a Sroster and an enblen, which rnay be reproduced and circulatedby the national conmittees or regional bodiesl

(d) A guide intended to facilitate the establishnent of worrd Cmunications
Year national connittees and assist thern in fornulating progranunes of activlties insuPPort of the Yearrs objectiveE, carrying out those prograrmes and assessing theresults achieved. The finat version of the Gqide to !LL83 wilt be published atthe end of 1982 to take into account the cq,n@

(e) The eecretariat of wcY also intends to make available audio-vieualuaterial: films, sound and television recordings specially produced for the year,
and photographs.

***

34. Thanks to the close co-operation of the specialized agencies and bodies of theUnited Nations, as well as other international organizations participating in thework of the Inter-Agency Connitteer ind their detirnination to contribute to the
auccess of the Year, the plan of action for 1982 has so far been inplenented
according to sched.ule.

35. This co-operation has also rnade it possible t,o co-ordinate and harmonizeprograrres so as to avoid overlapping between wCY activities and the regularactivities of sqne organizations.

36. The ITU Mrninistrative Council, which net at ceneva from 19 April to
1 u"V 1982' studied both a report by the secretary-General of rTU on the
develo;nents that had taken place in respect of tforld Conmunications year since itslast session' and the present report. It welcomed the progress nade in thepreParatory work for the Year' particularly those activities designed to producepractical results in the field of corununications infrastructures, and reguested the
Plenipotentiary Conference, the supreme organ of ITU, which is to meet from
28 Septenber to 5 November L982, to schedule a forrnal meeting devoted to world
Cmunications Year at the end of the Conference. l{ith a view to ernphasizing thel4nrtance it attaches to World Conmunications year, the Councit adoptedresolution 872, the text of which is reproduced in annex v.
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PIan of action for 1982

1. lst quirter of l9g2

(a) Distribution of the Guide to t{Cy . ... ..... . .......
(b) officiar letters announcing the procLamation of tGy to: ....

(i) Adninistrations

(ii) I{inistries of Foreign Affairs, through permanent
. Missions

(c) General information action3 . .. ....:
(i) Regional organizationsl

(ii) Organizations such as EBU, URINA etc.,
(iii) Scientific organizations and RpOAs;

(iv) Donorsl

(v) tlniversitiesl

(vi) Railiol

(vii) pressp

(viii1 Other non-governnental organizations.

(d) Vtorld comnunications year BurLetin, pubrished by the v€y
secretariat on the basis of four issues in l9g2 and six
issues in 1983

l{orld Connunications year Bulletin (tilr. l)
(e) Preparation of report to Economic and sociar council

2. 2nd quarter of 1982

(a) Meeting of the r{cy rnter-Agency comnittee . . ... ..... o.......
(b) world oonununications Year Bulletin (No.2) .....ooiro..o....
(c) First edition of oRegister of Activitiesrt ....o.............
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Ilate

end ilanuary

end January

end March

end March

end March

15 April

ilune

.Iune
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3. 3rd quarter of 1982

(a) Relrort of the Secretary-General of ITU before the
Ebonomic and Social Oouncil . o.... . o...... ............ o. ... iluly

(b) tforld ComnunicPtions lear Bulletin (llo. 3) . ... ............ September

4. 4th quarter of 1982

(a) t{eeting of national officials responsible for the Year (durir€ the
(in Nairobi) ITU Pleni-

potentiary
(b) Global meeting in Nairobi for the opening of the Year Conference)

(c) Meeting of Inter-Agency Connittee ..... ............... end November

(d) Final edition of the Guide to l€I, ... ..... o............ o ... end 1992

'ear Bullecin (tilc December(e) world go (!1o. 4) . ... .. o....

-
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ANNEX II

A. Intgrnational Telecomrnunication Union

As the lead agency of the year, ITU has, inter alia:
(a) Prepared reports for submission to various conferences and senlnars where

lfY was to be discussedt

(b) Presented the aims and objectives of t{CY to various regional and
international boclies ;

(c) Published basic documentation, includirg the Guide to t{Cy 83 and the
t Y Bulletini

(d) Prepared, planned and followed up inter-agency meetings to ensure the
harmonization and co-ordination of progratnmes throughout the United lsations system.

2. As a member of the Inter-Agency Connittee, ITU has drawn up the following
progranne of activities:

(a) TELE@M 83, one of the outstanding tel.ecomnunication events of t{Cy 83,
the nany aspects of which coincide with the objectives of the year3

(i) World exhibition: directed towards the excharqe of infornation and
transfer of technology in teleconrmunications and el,ectronics;

(ii) FORTM 83 consistirg of two parts:

(a) An economic symposium on nEconomic and financial aspects of
telecommunicqtionsn I

(b) A technical symposium on trIntegration of the rorld teLecomnunication' network';

(iii) Book Fair 833 an opportunity to exchange ldeas and information Uy means
of the publications exhibitedl these wil.l incLude textbooks for secondary
school-s and vocational training schools dealing with all aspects of
telecommunications and electronics I

(iv) Golden Antenna 83: festival of films and audievisual productions
covering all aspects of teleconmunications and eLectronics, including
thei.r applications and their role in economic and social developtnent
throughout the worlilt
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(v) Youth in the Electronic Age 83: world-wide photo and drawing comPetition
to help young people learn about the ever-growing use of
teleconununications in the world and the role of teLecomnunications
technigues in economic and social devel,opment;

(vi) Public relationsr

(a) A neeting has been scheduled in 1983 for public relations officials
to enable then to discuss ways of pronoting telecommunications' development at the national and international levels and to take stock of
the activities.undertaken in connexion with t€Yl

(b) Publication of a directory of public relations services in the field
of telecommunications ained at facilitating the exchange of know-how in
this area of activity.

3. Every month the Telecornmunication Journal, the Unionrs official publication,
devotes a section to vrcY 83.

4. In 1983, the theme of World Telecommunication Day, celebrated on 17 May every
year, will focus on the promotion of teleconmunications infrastructures.

B. United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

5. Itre 21st General Conference of UNESCO approved the following activities, to be
undertaken in 1983. lltrese activities form part of the l{CY Progralnme of activities:

(a) Publication of a series of ITUIUNESCO studies undertaken in the Menber
countries so as to adopt telecommunications tariffs policies that would reduce the
tariffs applicable to the exchange of infornationl

(b) Pr.rblication of various studies dealing with the establishment of a new

tforld Information and Communicaeion Order; these studies will include regional and
international conununications systems used for the exchange of informationi

(c) In addition t,o its participation to the World Book Fair 1983, organized
by ITU, TNESCO may organize an exhibition at its headquarters in Paris. Tttis
exhibition would present a retrospective of the literature published by the
Oommunication sector of UNESCOI

(d) UNBSCO publication information office has agreed to make a series of
information broadcasts and to issue press releases on l€I. ArEicles wilL aLso be
published in the Courrier, the official publication of UNESCO.

6. TNESCO has undertaken, in collaboration with the Economic Conmission for
Africa, to develop a lovrcost audio unit, that is, a mixing console, a low-powered
VIIF Flrt transmitter, which could perhaps be fed by solar (Photovoltaic) cells' and
an Fll receiver powered by a solar battery. This community-radio sound-broadcasting
production and transmission unit, which is intended nainly for

/...



P{371232
English
Annex II
Page 3

rural areas, could be conbined with earth sPace receivers belonging to a domestic
or regional comrnunication saEeLlite network. UNESCO and ECA envisage that, in an

inltiat trfiase, this piLot equipnent will be operated in a developing African
country, and then in other regions of the world, so that its technical performance
and socio-economlc inrplications for the development of each region can be analysed.

C. International Civil Aviation orqanization

7. It is envisaged that an eminent personality in the field of aeronautical
teleconmunications will be invited to address the ICAO Assembly which will take
place in 1983.

8. An exhibition on aeronautical teLeconurnunications may be organized at ICAO

Ileadguarters during the Assenbly to celebrate the t{orld Comnunications Year.

9. ICAO plans to devote an issue of its Bulletin in 1983 to aeronautical
corununications.

10. The attention of States and financial institutions wiII be drawn to the
recorunendations set out in the studies on aeronautical telecommunications in
Africar Central Arnerica and South-Eiast Asia which were completed in 1981. The

recommendations made in other sinilar studies that ICAO is to conduct during its
next three-year progranme will al.so be brought to the attention of its Member

countries and of financial institutions.

1I. ICAO wiII hold an international meeting of experts on aeronautical
conrnunications. Organized by ICAOTs Cwnunications/Meteorology Division the
neetirg wilk

(a) Review the basic concepts of the global aeronautical telecommunications
networkt

(b) Seek ways to improve it, taking advantage of the latest technological
breakthroughs (computer and satellite technologyr €tc.)l special consideration will
be given to the exchange of meteorological inforrnation and other vital air
navigation data transnitted to pilots and ground personneL over the aeronautical
f ixed telecormunications network.

D. Universal Postal Union

12. National activities nornally to be financed by the postal administrat'ions
concerned:

(a) Issue of postage stamps (69 gostal administraLions have indicated their
intention of issuing such stamps), first day covers, sPecial date-stamPs or slogan
postnarksr sPecial'ly designed for WCYi
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(b) Use of special inscription with

(c) Radio and television prograrunes,
press conferences enphasizing the role of
development, and other public infornation
of usersr associations) ;

the WCY emblen on all PTT stationery,

publication of articles and holding of
conmunications on the economic and social
activities (fiLms, creation/strengthening

(d) Exenption from cost of postage for certain mail dispatched on one day of
World Oommunicat,ion.s Year ;

(e) organization of philatelic exhibitions, participation
internatiorral exhibitions', organization of a postal week and of
day, especially in schools and universities;

(f) Organization of literary, drawing and poster contests
creation of post offices and formal openingr etc.t

(g) Organization of conferencesl colloguia and seninarst organization of a
roun&table discussion with postal officials and officials from the Ministries of
Planning, Finance and Economy.

13. InternationaL and,/or regional activities which could be financed in part by
UPU:

(a) Organization of a world philatetic exhibition;
(b) Assistance to postal administrations in the production of posters or

prospectuses by provision of models;

(c) Provision, in the languages
mernorandun on the role of the post as
developmentl

(d) 9 october 1983: UPU Day for the promotion of postal connunications
i nfrastructure s.

E. World t,leteoroLogical Orqanization

L4. The thene on r'The lleather observer'r, chosen by WMo for world Meteorological
Day 1983, will provide an opportunity to highlight the inportance of t{orld
Communications Year.

15. v{l'to is considering issuing appropriate press releases in connexion with l{orld
oommunications Year and to include suitable articles in the quarterllr editions of
the WFo Bulletin_duling 1983, embracing the possibility of ahessage by the
Secretary-General of ITU on this occasion,

in national and
a comnunications

for young peoplel

16. Special attention might be focused on
Year during the ninth session of the VforLd
in 1983.

of the periodical nUnion postalel of the
a factor in economic, social and cultural

the inportance of t{orld Cornnunications
Meteorological. Congress, to be held
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Internatioqal !4aritime Orqanizatign

L7. The IMO nright consider choosing a theme for "tforld Dtaritime Dayr to focus
attention on nariEime radiocommunications.

lg. a special edition of IMO News might be issued in 1983 on the contributions of
naritime fadiocormrunicatioiEE safety of shipping and pollutlon prevention.

19. A special exhibition might be held at the thirteenth session of the Assembly

displaying a reconatruction of a shiprs radio station with rnodern eguipnentl
i""irai-"g i ship's satellite terminal. Subject to the co-oPeration of the
appropriate tlnited Kingdom authorities' arrangenents rnlght be made for the radio
slltton to communicate with ships at sea at pre-arranged tines.

G. Ecgnornic @nrnission for Africa

ZO. A number of activities designed to promote teleconuhunications are contemplated
by ECA. Ttris prograrune of activities has been submitted to the governing bodies of
tire Corunission, but the resources required for its implementation couLd not as yet
be secured. The programme is divided into two broad categories: (a) information
activities, and (b) study and research activities'

2L- Infonnation activities

(a) production of a colour filn of about 30 rninutesr duration for general

distribution in the region, possibly with the assistance of national broadcasting
authorities and televilion organizalions and Ministries of Inforrnation. fhe
following topi."-aie proPoseai

(i) RoIe of communications in a developin! societyl

(ii) Planning, organization and operation of cotmunication services and

possibte role of users in this effortl

(ili) Fosslble future developments and trends in conrmunication servicest

(b) organization of exhibitions as part of EcArs 25th anniversary
demongtrating the endogenous eapacities of the eoufttr*es eoneerrrcd rith res6rcct to-
teleconmunications and, in particularr PAIiIAFTEL and the production of
telecotmrunication and electronic equipment.

22. Study and research activities. Study and research activities have been

eormuimp1enentationofwhichwi1lenab1ethedesired
reEults to be achieved.

tfCy-ECA;l Dtodernization qnd tradition in broadcastirg, the objectives of which are:

(a) To collect and analyse information about the effect of life Patterns of
irdividuals and groups by broldcasting itlported and traditional culturesl
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(b) !o offer sol.utions to developing countries for the problems of
domesticating sound and television broadcast media.

I{CY-ECA-2 App.opriate rural comnunicatiors technoloor, the objectives of which are:
(a) To undertake a fuII study of the feasibility of designing and producing

lopcost radio broadcast equipnent suitable for the clrcunstances ana needs ofAfrical

(b) 'lo explore the potent,ial for a greater
comnunications systems in national developnent.

role for rural comnunity

23. Given the importance of the development of comrnunications infrastructureg forthe Af,rican continent and considering the contribution of the year to attaining the
objectives of the United Nations Decade for Transport and Conmunications, which nowforn part of ttre ragos Plan of Action, ECA hopes to find extra-budgetary sources offinancing to enable it to carry out its proposed programne of activit,ies.
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ANNEX III

Action taken by the various agencies and organs of the United Nations
gvsten to promote the establishnent of national committees

A. International. Telecommunication Union

L. As the lead agency, ITU has sent an official letter through diplornatic
channels to lttinisters of Eroreign Affairs, enrphasizing the inportance of national
committees and expressirg the hope that their governments would conternplate takirlg
suitable steps to facilitate their establishment.

2. As a United Nations agency' ITU has sent the text of General Assembly
resolution 36/40 to the governmental bodies and non-governmental organizations
whose activities falL within its sphere of competence, requesting their support for
the establishment of national committees and stressing the need for those
committees to be as representative as possibl.e. It has also suggested that the
role of the Eelecomunication adrninistration at the national level is sinilar to
that of ITU at the international level1 i.e. an institution responsible for
progranne co-ordination. This appeal was also sent to:

(a) Regional broadcasting organizations collaborating with ITU [European
Broadcasting Ilnion (EtsU) 1 Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Unionr Arab States Broadcasting
Union (ASBU), Caribbean Broadcasting Union (CBU), Inter-American Association of
Broadcasters (IAAB) , tibrth Anerican t{ational Broadcasters Association (NANBA) ,
Ibero-Anerican Television Organization (OII), International Radio and Television
Organizat,ion (OIRT) and the tlnion of llationaL Radio and lelevision Organizations of
af rica (UMNA) I ;

(b) Recognized private operating agenciesg

(c) bnorst

(d) Radio anateurs.

B. United Nations Development Programme

3. UNDP has drawn the attention of its Resident Representatives to General
Assembly resolution 36/4O, an extract of which has been published in a LNDP
infornagion bu1letin.

4. uoreover, the directors of the four regional bureaux and the European office
have been informed of the appeal to be launched to governmental authorities with a
view to ensuring that all sectors which depend upon conmunications infrastructures
are represented on the natioal committees. In this respect, the list of
correspondents appointed by teleconmunications administrations has been sent to all
the field offices for further action at the country level.
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'5. Ttre UNDP office at Nouakchott (Mauritania) has approached the Ministry of
lbreign Affairs and Co-operation with a request that representations be nade to the
authorities concerned to set up a national conmittee, and has asked to be notified
of the comnitteers establishnent so that it can collaborate more closely with the

. responsible national authorities.

6. ltre UNDP office at New Delhi (India) has sent the text of resolution 36,/40 to
, the tlrder-Secretary of the Finance t{inistry (Ibpartnent of Economic Affairs) asking
that its contents be brought to the attention of the appropriate governnental
authorities, for follow-up action. Oopies of both the letter and resolution 36/4O
have been sent to the Assistant Counsellor for Teleconununications at the l4inistry
of Comnunications.

7. Ttre UNDP office in Santo Doningo (Doninican Republic) undertook similar action'
and f,orwarded to the 1bchnical Secretary of the Presidency the appeal made by the
UNIF Administrator. Copy of this correspondence was sent to the Dlrectorate
General of Teleconmunications.

8. LastLy, the UNDP office at Athens (Greece) has requested the co-operation of
the Director-General of P & T, Ministry of Cornmunications, to whom copies of the
General Assembly resolution, the letter sent by the Co-ordinator for the Year to
the Adninistrator of UNDP and the tist of correspondents for the Year harie been
sent.

C. Food and Agriculture organization

9. ltre Director-General of FAO has taken the necessary steps to bring the matter
to the attention of both the governmental authorities responsible for agriculture
in its Menber States and to the non-governmental organizations having consultative
statuE with FAO. He has stressed the irnportance of tiCY for agricultural
development and hence the need to support the national comnittees.

D. United Eilucational scientific and Cultural Organization

I0. A circular letter has been sent to all UNESCO national commissions asking then
to contact the auEhorities of the various ministries concerned with comnunication
which participate in the work of UN&SCO and to seek their supPort for the Year. A
letter was also sent to all intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations
concerned with communication and information, asking them to get in touch with
their respective l{CY national cornmittee with a view to taking an active part in
preparations of the Year.

E. InFernational Civil Aviation Orqanizatign

11. The Secretary-General of ICAO has informed the civil aviation adninistration
of l,lember countries of the importance attache.d by his organization to the Year as a
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means for promoting the improvement of aeronautical teleconununications. He has
suggested that all civil aviation authorities should participate actively in the
work of such national committees as may be set up by thei.r goverrunents, a task
which more often than not will devolve upon the Minister responsible for
teleconnunications. Ee also invited the nongovernmental organizations having
ionsurtat,ive status with rcAo to participate, as appropriate, in worrd
Cormtunications Year and particularly by playing a part in the activities of the
World Conrmunications Year National Comnittees.

./' F. I{orld Meteorological Organization

L2. WMO has sent a circular letter (PR-3389) to the meteorological and
hydrometeorological services of all its l.tenber States, requesting them to contact
the competent authorities in their country with a view to setting up a national
committee or Preparing and inplenenting a progranme for the Year. To this endr l{}tO
has made available the list of correspondents appointed by teleconmunication
administrations' together with the text of resolution 36/40. The text of the
resolution has also been brought to the attention of non-governnental organizations
having consultative status with 9{140. T}reir assistance and close co-operation in
the action taken at the national and international levels in support of the Year
has been sought and' in that connexion, they were informed that a guide providing
guidance for the setting up of WCY National Committees, entitled Guide to WCY 83
was available for those who are or wiII be participating in the World Year.

G. International Maritime Organization

13. MO is to present the text of General Assenbly resolution 36/40 to the
June 1982 session of its Council. The request by the Inter-Agerrcy Conrmittee
concerning the support reguired at the country level for the establishment of
national committees wilL also be transmitted to the Council for information andr if
necessary, follonup. The neasures taken by the Council wiII be comrnunicated to
the Co-ordinator for the Year as soon as they are known.

H. Universal Postal Union

14. Before the official proclamation of the World Corununications Year by the
General Assembly, UPU had already asked its Mernber administrations to designate an
official who would represent the postal sector in National WCY Committees to be set
up in conjunction with the Year (Congress Doc. S,/Add.l of 1978 and circular
Ietter 1252.1(I) 972 of 1980).

15. The attention of Postal administrations of UPU was drawn again to this
reguest, in circular letter L252.1(I) 940 of August 1981. As of 20 February L982,
nine Posta1 representatives had been designated and wiII presumably contact the WCY

correspondent in their respective country to join their efforts in accelerating the
setting up of their national committees.
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16. In it,s circular letter 1252.I(I) 360 of 25 I'tarch Lg82, UPU again invited the
Foqtal administrations of its member countries to designate their representatives
to the WCY National Conmit,tees.

I. Eqononic,9onunission for Latin America

17. ECLA has sent a note verbale to the Foreign tllnisEers of its menher Statesr
reguesting their support for the establishment of a liEY llational Connittee in each
country. .To this endr the text of resolution 36rltt0 has been eent to each l,tinister.

J. Economic oommission for Africa

18. ECA has reguested all its African member States to support the establishment
of national connittees for the preparation and inplementation of, national
prograrnmes for the Year.

K. Econonic Comission for tfestern Asia

19. The Cornnission has sent the text of resolution 361140 and the list of official
correspondents to the governnental authorities of its menber States.
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United States dollars
Cash Kind

I 300 000

100 000

5 000

ll 737

Ibnors
cermany, Federal Republic of
Belgiun
Bolivla
Fulgaria
India
Indonesia
Japan

Kurait
Liechtenstein
Iuxembourg

llalawl

tlalaysia
llali
l€therlands
(Xlan

Pakistan
Sreden

thlted &public of, Caneroon

United States of America

Venezuela

20 000

10 000

r00 000

100 000

I 000

10 000

3 700

? 000

I 8I8

18 248

25 000

5 000

3 635

350 450

l0 000

324 000

I 0I4 000

2 749 737

2 749 737
681 022

-

3 430 7s9

Individual contribution s

!lr. B. C. CuIIen, Belglum

680 852

170

68L 022

GNAND IOTAL
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ANNEX V

RESOLUTION 872 OF THE ADIr{INISTRATM @UNCIL OF
THE INTERNATIONAT TELE@UMUNICATION UNION

World Communications Year: Developnent of
Conmunications Inf rastruc tures e/

The Mninistrative Oouncil of the International lelecommunication Union,

Considering resolution 35/40, adopted on 19 November 1981 by the United
t€tions Ccneral A.ssembly, whichr in paragraph 1, 'Endorses the proposal made by the
Economic and Social Council in paragraph I of its resolution 1981r/60 and proclaims
the year 1983 World Oornnunications Yearr Development of Communications
Infrastructures, with the International Telecommunication Union serving as the lead
agency for the Year and having responsibility for co-ordinating the
interorganizational aspects of the progranmes and activities of other agencies",

Recalling resolution No. 820 adopted by the Administrative Oouncil of the
International Telecommunicabion Union at iEs thirty-third session in 1978 and
entr*tasizing the importance of such a year for the International Telecommunication
Union and its Dlember countries and for the harmonious development of
telecommunications of all kinds throughout the world,

Having taken note of t,he report by the Secretary-General of the International
Telecomnunication Union contained in docunent 5798(Rev. Ll/CA37,

Also convinced thaE a World Comnunications Year will provide an opportunity
for all countries to undertake an indepth review and analysis of their policies on
communications development and will stimulate the accelerated development of
cornmunicat ions i nfras tructu res,

Decides to invite the Menbers of the International Teleconmunication Union in
accordance with resolution 36/4O of the United Nations General Assembly:

I. To take an active part in achieving the objectives of World
Corirmunications Year t

2. To contribute voluntarily to the special Fund for World Conmunications
Year administered by the International Telecommunication Union in order to increase
the resources available for national, regional and world-wide projectsp

g/ Documenr 5798(Rev.1) /CL37 (r9S2).
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3. lto ensure that circuits are available to report on the activities of
tforld Oonnunications Year through existlng means of infornation, including radio
and television broadcastsl

D,ecides also to invite the ttenbers of the Unionr in accordance with their
reaources, to establish t€tional Comltteea for the Iear repreeenting all sectors
interested in connunicationsl

Requests the Plenipotentiaries of the Nalrobi Conference (Septenber-
November 1982) to foresee, towards the end of the Confer€DC€r a formal plenary
meeting devoted to the World Cormrunicatlons learl

Iq€!5gg!_s the Secretary-General of the International lblecomunication Unions

1. !o bring this resolution to the attention of tlenber countries of the
Unionl

2. So subnit a report on Ehe subject at the Mninlgtrative @uncil session
in 1983.




