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In accordance with articles 16 and 17 of the Covenant and with the procedure 
set forth in Economic and Social Council resolution 1988 (LX), the Socialist 
Republic of Romania, in the reports which it submitted in 1979 and 1980, presented 
information on the implementation in Romania of the rights defined in articles 6 
to 9 (E/1978/8/Add.20) and 10 to 12 (E/1980/6/Md.l) of the Covenant.

The present report deals with the implementation of articles 13 to 15 of the 
Covenant and relates to the implementation in Romania of the right to education, 
the principle of compulsory and free education for all citizens, the right to 
participate in cultural life and to enjoy the benefits of scientific progress and 
the protection of the interests of authors.

ARTICLE 13. RIGHT TO EDUCATION

The Socialist Republic of Romania accords the greatest attention to the full 
and effective guaranteeing of the right of every citizen to education, as a 
fundamental human right.

The right to education is ensured and guaranteed by the following provisions 
of the Constitutiont

"Article 13. In the Socialist Republic of Romania, all State activity 
shall have as its purpose the development of the socialist system and the 
prosperity of the socialist nation, a continuous increase in the people'r
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material and cultural well-being, the preservation of human freedorc and 
dignity and the nany-sided affirmation of the hux&an persoriality.

For this purpose, the Romanian Socialist State shall ... develop 
education at all levels, secure the necessary conditions for the development 
of science, the arts and culture, and protect public health”;

"Article 21. Citizens of the Socialist Republic of Romania shall have 
M the right to education.I

The right to education shall be secured by co^>ulsory general education, 
by the provision of education at all levels free of charge and by the system 

t of State suholarsiiipe*.

Furthermore, urtder the Education Act, No. 28 of 1968, "Citizens of t*ie Socialist 
Republic of Rooania shall have the right to education, whatever their nationality, 
race, sex or religion and without any other restriction which might constitute 
discrimination. Every citizen shall be ensured access to all levels and all forms 
of education, in accordance with the needs cf the country's economic and social 
advanceaent and his preferences and aptitudes* (article 2).

Under the sane Act, "All education is free of charge. All forms of education 
are free of school taxes. The State shall bear the necessary expenses for ensuring 
the teaching staff and material base necessary for the development of the 
educational process."

The education system is organized in Romania according to a unitary concept 
comprising pre-school education (nursery schools), primary education, gynasiums, 
secondary schools (first and second levels) and vocational training. The education 
system also includes on-the-job training courses, mass agro-zootechnical education 
organized for citizens engaged in agriculture and forms of training for working 
personnel, which practically ensures the uninterrupted participation of all 
citizens in the process of education and vocational training.
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I In the case of primary education, gynasiums, secondary schools and vocational
schools, the State provides free textbooks, and, under the provisions of article 6 

!; of the Education Act, pupils and students receive scholarships offered by the 
‘ State, as well as other forms of material support.

Free access to education at all levels of the education system derives also 
, from its open character; upon leaving a school, every citizen has the opportunity 
ii to continue his studies in advanced forms. Education, the purpose of which, is to 
a contribute tr tlie development of the human personality and dignity, is conceived so 
|| as to ensure a solid training for young people in the basic exact sciences 
~ (mathematics, physics, chemistry and biology) and assimilation of the scientific 
lI concept of the world and a knowledge of history and of national and universal 
^ culture, the formation of positive behavioural traits and education in the spirit 
^ of friendship, understanding among peoples and humanise.



With a view to the training of the young people of Roiaania for active 
participation in econonic and social life, the Education Act lays down that 
•education shall be based on the principle of its integration with production, 
scientific research and the preparation of studies. Pupils, students and teaching 
staff shall participate in the activity of production, researcli and the preparation 
of studies and scientific and cultural and artistic creation and in the 
iAplenentation cf the objectives of the economic and social develc^aaent of the 
country*.

In the Socialist Republic of Rosuinia, all children and young people, whatever 
their nationality, are ensured equal conditions of education and instruction. As 
provided in the Education Act (articles 105 and 106), young people from the 
cc-inhabiting nationalities are ensured equal conditions, so that they may prepare 
themselves for any foro of education. WitJ. regard to the administrative-territoria) 
units inhabited by a population of nationality other than the Romanian nationality, 
education units, sections, classes or groups where education is provided in the 
languages of the req;>ective nationalities are organized in accordance with unitary 
norms of structure.

Of more than 29,500 nursery schools, general schools, secondary schooJs and 
vocational schools operating ir. Romania during the academic year 1980/81, 3,278 
(11 per cent) are units or sections where courses are given in the Magyar language, 
679 where courses are given in the German language and 97 where courses are given 
in the Serbian, Slovak, Ukrainian, Czech and Bulgarian languages. From the 
viewpoint of categories of teaching units, the distribution is as follows:
1,429 nursery schools, 1,685 schools comprising classes 1 to IV and I to VIII (X), 
160 secondary schools and 4 vocational schools.

The more than 485,000 cdiildren and young people of the co-inhabiting 
nationalities %fho, during the academic year 1980/81, are attending day school in 
the education units represent 9.6 per cent of the total school population of the 
country. By their own choice or that of their parents, 68 f>er cent of the total 
number of these children and pupils are studyl.,g in units or sections where courses 
are given in their mother tongue, while 32 per cent of them are being educated in 
schools where instruction is given in Romanian.

Pupils of the co-inhabiting nationalities who, by choice, attend schools where 
instruction is given in Romanian, have the possibility of studying their mother 
tongue on an optional basis.

During the academic year 1980/81, institutes of higher education are being 
attended by 13,614 young people of the co-inhabiting nationalities, of whom 
69.4 per cent have Magyar nationality, 20.8 per cent German nationality and
9.8 per cent Serbian, Slovak, Ukrainian and other nationalities.

During the academic year 1980/81, the pre-school, primary, gymnasium, 
secondary and vocational units and sections where instruction is given in the 
languages of the co-inhabiting nationalities have on their staff 
16,151 instructors, primary school teadters and senior teachers belonging to 
those nationalities. In addition, 7,651 primary school teachers and secondary
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school teachers belonging to the co-inhabiting nationalities are employed in school 
units which provide courses in the Romanian language.

Right to pre-school education

Under the Education Act, pre-school education forms an integral part of the 
education system.

As is stated in the above-mentioned Act, pre-school education has the role of 
contributing "to stimulation of children's thought and intelligence, to their 
harmonious physical development, to the assimilation of knowledge necessary for 
preparation for school, to the aoc[uisition of habits of work, order and discipline 
end to the formation of future character and behavioural traits".

In implementation of these provisions, since 1980, new educational programmes 
have been prepared and implemented in nursery schools.

These activities are complemented by activities carried out on the initiative 
of the children's organization "Eaglets of the Oountry", which cofq^rises children 
and pupils aged from 4 to 7 years.

Under the Act, the pre-school education plan forms an integral part of the 
country's single socio-economic developoent plan.

The developoent of the number of children of pre-school age enrolled in 
nursery schools, expressed in percentages:

In relatic^ to the academic year 1938/39;

1948/49, an increase of 74 per cent)
1950/51, an increase of 119 per cent)
1970/71, an increase of 393 per cent)
1980/81, an increase of 930.7 per cent.

Right to primary education and the qyianasium

Primary education and the gymnasium are free and compulsory) education is
given in schools organized on the territorial principle, ensuring, both in urban 
areas and in rural areas, the necessary conditions for including in this form of 
education all cliildren between 6 and 14 years of age.

In order to cultivate and develop special aptitudes and talents, the
elementary schools and gymnasiums organize classes or groups of pupils whose 
programmes include supplementary courses in music, the plastic arts and 
choreography.

Concern for the training of the young generation and for ensuring access to 
education for all young people is also illustrated by the fact that for children 
deprived of appropriate conditions and for children with physical, sensory and
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schedule of activities and specialized teaching and health personnel to ensure an 
education process suited to the conditions of such units.

Upon leaving the eighth class, all pupils are obliged to follow the day 
courses of the first level of secondary school.

Development of the school population enrolled in these teaching cyclesi

In relation to the academic year 1938/39:

1948/49, an increase of 13.7 per cent)

1950/51, an increase of 12.9 per cent)

1970/71, an increase of 86.7 per cent (this massive in'arease was caused by the
increase in the birth rate and, most particularly, by the generalization of seven 
and eight years' compulsory schooling))

1980/81, an increase of 110 per cent.

Right to secondary education

In accordance with the Education Act, secondary school (day courses) comprises 
two levels.

*1he first level of secondary school is an integral part of the ten^year 
cospulsory education and Js intended to co^lement the general knowledge 
acquired in the gymnasium and to prepare all young pe<^le to take up an 
occupation to which they ure accep.ed as beginners, to follow the courses of a 
vocational school o i to cosplete their studies at the second level of 
secondary school."

All pupils leaving the gynnapium are included in this form of education.

The content of e< -cati'n a. ti... first level of secondary school has, for basic 
and general culture subjects, <i unitary character, whatever the tyr«s and profiles 
of the secondary scf.oc^s) differentiation according to tyne and profile takes place 
primarily with regard to the subjects connected with the occupation for which 
pupils are b<-ing trained and practical activities.

Admission to the second level of secondary school is by competitive 
examination. The enrolment plan, at both the first and the secot.d levels of the 
secondary school, is drawn up in accordance with the manpower requirement in all 
sectors of economic and social life and approved annually by presidential decree.

Increasingly broad access to secondary school education is ensured by 
continued extension of the network of night schools, which are opened to any person 
who carries on a useful activity and meets the conditions for school enrolamnt laid 
down by the law. '
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Upon conq^letion of the ten-year compulsory education, pupils who do not intend 
to continue their studies at the second level of secondary school may complete 
their education in the vocational schools, which train qualified workers in 
accordance with the needs of the national economy.

The extension in recent years of the network of secondary schools and 
vocational schools is illustrated by the development of the school peculation 
enrolled at this level of education. This devel<c*oent is as follows:

In relation to the academic year 1938/39:

1948/49, an increase of 193.3 per cent;
1950/51, an increase of 282.7 per cent)
1970/71, an increase of 926.4 per cent)
1980/81, an increase of 1,887.8 per cent.

Right to higher education

In accordance with the provisions of the Education Act, hi^er education is 
provided in the polytechnics, the universities, the institutes, the conservatories 
and the academies, organized in faculties and sections and with a study term of 
three to six years.

Admission to higher education is by coopetitive examination.

Any person who has completed the second level of secondary school, without any 
discrimination, may take the competitive examination for admission. In order to 
broaden access to higher education, higher education institutions organize evening 
classes, in accordance with the law, without compulsory attendance.

In order to illustrate the broad access to higher education, we show below the 
increase in the percentage of the population enrolled at this level of the 
education system:

In relation to the academic year 1938/39:

1948/49, an increase of 83.8 per cent)
1950/51, an increase of 100.1 per cent)
1970/71, an irMsrease of 473.4 per cent)
1980/81, an increase of 627.7 per cent.

As may be seen from the above data, all young pec^le, without distinction as 
to sex or nationality, are ensured free access to all levels of Romanian education.

Statistically, the situation of the school population during the year 1980/81 
was as follows:

I
I
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Type of school unit Total

TOTAL POPULATION ENROLLED IN SOCOLS 5 584 821

Comprising: Children in nursery schools 
Pupils 
Students

4
935 711 
456 341 
192 769

Elementary education and gymnasium 
Secondary schools 
Vocational schools 
Special vocational schools

3 308 462 
979 741 
139 758 
28 380

Right to fundamental education

In the Socialist Republic of Romania, illiteracy has been eliminated. As a 
result of the measures adopted with a view to developing the material base and 
providing schools with the necessary teaching staff, increasing progressively the 
duration of conpulsory schooling and enrolling and keeping children of school age 
in school and also because education is free of charge, all young persons have an 
opportunity to ccaiplete at least the 10 years of ooopulsory schooling.

Develt^ent of the school network

The development of the material base of education is provided for in the 
country's five-year socio-economic development plans, adopted by the Grand National 
AsLoably, the country's supreme legislative organ, and approved by the annual State 
plans.

The financial and material resources necessary for the construction of the 
respective school units and their requirements of furniture, equipment, plant and 
other teaching materials are provided to meet the education objectives approved and 
contained in the national plan.

The extension of the school network at all levels and the development of the 
material base of education have developed remarkably during the past 15 years, as 
may be seen from the following tablet

A .
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I. Pre-Bchc»l education

Number of 
nursery schools

Ttotal in 1980 13 467

Established during the last 15 years 62.2%

Number of 
places

935 711

XX. Elementary education and gymnasiums

Classrooms Laboratories
Number of 
schools

Total in 1981 14 381

Established during the last 15 years

87 030 8 999

41.3%

Workshops 

7 009

XXX. Secondary schools and vocational std^ools

Number of 
schools

Total in 1980 1 874

Established during the last 15 years

Classrooms 

20 361

41.3%

Laboratories 

8 688

Workshops 

5 341

IV. Units for the care of orphans and special scdiools for 
children with physical and intellectual deficiencies

Total in 1980

Established during the last 15 years

Number of 
units

172

41.6%

Number of 
places

54 625

V. Higher education

Seminar and 
Number of Amphitheatres practical
institutions ar>d classrooms work rooms

Total in 1980 44 962

Established during the last 15 ysars

2 373

39.0%

I.abor stories Workshops'

4 216 258

/...



VI. Boarding schools, student hostels and cafeterias

Number of Number of Number of pupils
boarding cafeterias In boarding
schools and for pupils schools and
hostels and students students in hostels

Itotal in 1980 1 443 1 178 369 954

Adoption of an adequate system of scholarships

The award of scholarships and other forms of material support to pupils and
students is sanctioned by Council of State Decree Mo. 198A980, which lays down
that pupils mnd students enrolled in day-time education shall receive scholarships
paid for by the State or by the socialist units and other forms of material 
support. Primary school, gymnasium and secondary school pupils receive school 
scholarships, consisting of a food grant and exemption from State taxes for lodging 
and canteen.

In addition, scholarship pupils of secondary schools with special social 
situations receive monthly a certain amount of money for personal expenses.

Students receive integral or partial scholarships, as well as republican 
scholarships, which are awarded for exceptional merit.

IXiring the academic year 1980/81, the total number of recipients of 
scholarships was 388,550, cxsq>ared with 140,443 in 1948/49.

Improvement of the material conditions of teaching staff

Under the Bduc:ation Act, instruction and education in the educaticxi units are 
provided by the teaching staff, consisting oft

Instructors, in the case of pre-school education}

Teachers, in the case of primary education}

Senior teachers, in the case of vcxational education}

Desonstrators, assistant lecturers, lecturers and university professors, in 
the case of higher education.

In pre-schcx>l and primary educhtion and in the gymnasiums, secondary schcx>ls 
and vocational schools, teaching posts are occupied by rotatlch or by competitive 
examination, and in higher education solely by competitive examination.

the ocsq>etitlve examinations for posts are open. Any person who has acquired 
adequate vocational training and who meets the study and seniority recpjirements 
laid down by the Teaching Staff Statute may participate in these examinations.

E/1982/3/Add.l3
English
Page 9

/...



The rights and obligations of teaching staff are set forth in the Teaching 
Staff Statute and the Education Act.

Like all workers, the teaching body enjoys, without any restriction, the 
rights set forth in the Constitution of the country, the Labour Code and other 
normative instruments relating to the rights to work, to social assistance, paid 
leave, etc. For details, we refer the reader to the report of Romania on the 
implementation of articles 6 to 9 of the Covenant.

Among the principal rights is the right, defined by the law, to occupy, 
according to vocational training and specialty, teaching posts with remuneration 
according to the level of the post in question.

Educational srainars, refresher courses and other forms of training are 
organized for all members of the teaching body, with a view to the improvement of 
teaching methods and the educational process as a whole.

Teaching staff participate directly in the analysis and solution of problems 
relating to the development and improvement of educational activity and in the 
preparation of textbooks and other teaching siaterials. They siay p>ublish 
specialized studies and develop the results of scientific research activity and 
literary and artistic creation.

ARTICLE 14. THE PRINCIPLE OF COMPULSORY EDUCATION FREE OF 
CUAPGE FOR ALL

Pupils and students have the right to follow, free of charge, without any 
obligation to pay school taxes, any form of education, acxrording to the needs of 
the country's economic and social development and their attitudes.

Acx:ordingly, pupils engaged in the ten-year compulsory education in secondary 
sch<X)ls and vocational schools receive, as we have just indicated, free schcxal 
text-bc»ks. In addition, pupils and students may be granted study scholarships, 
Icxiglng in hostels, meals in cafeterias, free medical assistance, vacations in the 
camps organized for them, etc.

In Romania, where education is established and maintained by the State, the 
schcx>l is separate from the Church. Religious dencninations, cx>ngregations or 
ccxnmunities may, on the terms laid down by the law, organize schools to train the 
staff necessary for their worship.

Young people belonging to the co-inhabiting nationalities are ensured equal 
conditions of study in any form of education and an opportunity to erxrol in a 
teaching unit where education is provided in their language and to be assigned to 
any place of work in acxrordance with economic and social needs and with their level 
of training and their aptitudes.
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Parents or young people belonging to the co-inhabiting nationalities have an 
opportunity to choose between the education unite where courses are given in the 
language of the nationality in question and those providing education in RcxLanian.

In order that young people belonging to the co-inhabiting nationalities may 
participate actively in the political, economic and socio-cultural life of the 
country, they are afforded all necessary conditions for learning the Romanian 
language, which constitutes a subject in the curriculum) similarly, other subjects 
are taught in Romanian.

ARTICLE 15. RIGHT TO TAKE PART DJ CDLTORAL LIFE AND TO ENJOY THE 
BENEFITS OP SCIENTIFIC IROO^ESS AND THE PROTECTION 
OF THE INTERESTS OF AUTHORS

In the Socialist Republic of Romania, the State ensures for all citizens broad 
access to the cultural life of the country and the r i ^ t  to enjoy, effectively, 
without obstacle or discrimination, the achievements of modern science and 
technology and to contribute to their advancement, while enjoying protection of the 
moral and material interests deriving from the act of cultural and scientific 
creation.

Under article 27 of the Constitution, "Citizens of the Socialist Republic of 
Romania shall have the right to associate in ... social and cultural organizations, 
unions of creative artists, scientific, technical ... associations*.

The State supports the activity of mass and civic organizations and creates 
the necessary conditions for development of the material base of these 
organizations, while protecting their heritage.

In the Socialist Republic of Romania, activity in the fields of culture 
and art is co-ordinated by the Gbuncil for Socialist Culture and Education, the 
organization and functioning of whicdi are approved by Oouncil of State 
Decree No. 442/1972.

Under article 1 of this Decree, the Oouncil for Socialist Culture and 
Education has tlte task of directing and guiding, in a unitary manner, all cultural 
and educational activity which takes place in the country. It also organizes 
measures to stimulate creation in the fields of literature and the arts, paying 
particular attention to the-prrasption of literary.^ cinematographic, theatrical jand 
musical, plastic and journalistic works) organises, in co-c^ration with other 
central organs and institutions, the staging of the "Hymn to Romania" National 
Festival of Socialist Education and Culture, a large-scale educational, cultural 
and artistic event of creation and interpretation, intended to enrich and diversify 
the spiritual life of the country) promotes the active participation of Romania in 
international, cultural and artistic life) ensures the dissemination and knowledge 
in the country of the cultural and artistic achievements of other peoples) and 
guides the activity of supervision over the assets which form part of the cultural 
neritage.
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Activities in the fields of culture and art are supported by funds allocated 
from the State budget, the budgets of local organs of State power and the incooe of 
cultural and educational institutions theoselves.

In 1979 and 1980, funds in the amount of 1,171.1 billion lei and
1,268.8 billion lei, respectively, were allocated from the State budget for 
cultural and artistic activities.

In order to provide the appropriate institutional framework for the 
development of cultural and artistic life and to engage as many participants as 
possible in the cultural activity, the Romanian State has created and develcqped a 
vast network of cultural centres, theatres, cinemas, museums, libraries, creative 
workshops and other facilities. Thus, in 1979 there were 147 theatres in 
operation, including 45 dramatic theatres, 125 puppet and marionette theatres,
5 op>era houses, 14 musical and operetta theatres, 7 song and dance troupes and 
36 folkloric orchestras. There were also 21,261 public libraries, housing a total 
of 154,784,000 volumes.

For the same year, the number of shows and concerts may be broken down 
statistically as foUowsi

Shows and concerts

Total 34,566

Dramatic theatres 12,386
Pui^t and marionette theatres 6,554
Operas 997
Musical and operetta theatres 3,298
Song and dance troupes 1,850
Circus 912
Symphony orchestras 1,940
Folkloric orchestras 6,220
Romanian Agency of Artistic Impressarios 409

Spectators and audiences

Total (thousands) 13,387

Dramatic theatres 4_,401
Puppets and marionette theatres 1,796
Operas 502
Musical and operetta theatres 1,575
Song and dance troupes 672
Circus 1,461
Symphony orchestras 773
Folkloric orchestras 1,920
Romanian Agency of Artistic Impressarios 287

E/1982/3/Add.l3
English
Page 12

/.



Cinema auditoriuits and installations

Total 6,275

Mobile cinemas 5
Seats in auditoriums 216,064
Cinema shows (thousands) 1,931
Spectators (total in thousands) 198,739

The training of the necessary personnel for Romania's cultural and artistic 
activities was ensured in 1980 through six secondary schools for art, with 
4,279 pupils) three plastic and decoratic arts faculties, with 1,235 students; a 
theatrical and cinema arts institute, with 246 students; and five conservatories 
with 1,373 students.

By the nature of its socialist r^ime, Romania ensures all citizens of the 
country, whatever their nationality, broad and free access to culture and the arts. 
To this effect, article 22 of the Constitution provides that:

"In the Socialist Republic of Romania, the co-inhabiting nationalities shall 
be guaranteed the free use of their mother tongue and books, newspapers, 
magazines, theatres and education at all levels in their own language. In 
districts inhabited also by a population of other than Romanian nationality, 
all organs and institutions shall also use the language of that nationality in 
speech and in writing and shall appoint officials from among that population 
or from -aong other citizens conversant with the language and way of life of 
the loca.. population.”

In this connexion, it should be mentioned also that a service for cultural and 
educational activities among the co-inhabiting nationalities operates within the 
Council for Socialist Culture and Education.

In 1979, the following were published in the languages of the co-inhabiting 
nationalities; out of a total of 53 general information newspap>ers, with an annual 
circulation of 1,285,863,000, 14 newspapers, with an annual circulation of 
120,886,000; out of a total of 431 reviews and other periodicals, with an annual 
circulation of 220,434,000, 36 reviews and periodicals, with an annual circulation 
of 9,716,000; out of a total of 3,542 books and booklets published in State 
editions, with a total printing in 1979 of 60,255,000, 569 books and booklets, with 
a printing of 4,639,000. A specialized publishing house, "Kriterion”, publishes 
books in the languages of the co-inhabiting nationalities.

Writers belonging to the co-inhabiting nationalities are an active presence in 
the Writers* Union and the writers' associations of Bucharest, Cluj-Napoca, Tirgu 
Mure|, Timisoara and Bra|ov. The literary circles and clubs of the co-inhabiting 
nationalities play an important role in the training and orientation of young 
talent. The Magyar, German, Serbian, Ukrainian and Yiddish languages have been 
honoured by prizes from the Writers' Union.
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For the co-inhabiting nationalities, Ronumian television transmits weekly 
programmes in the Magyar and German languages, and the radio stations broadcast, 
through the Bucharest, Cluj-Mapoca and Tirgu Mure| studios, for approximately 
40 hours per week, programmes in the Magyar language and, through the Bucharest and 
Timi|oaras studios, programmes in the German language.

A total of nine draaiatic theatres, one opera house and four p>upi>et theatres in 
the Magyar, German and Yiddish languages form the framework for the develc^ent of 
cultural activities in the languages of the co-inhabiting nationalities.

In Romania, the information and communication media are designed and organized 
so as to contribute to the promotion and flowering of cultural values and to 
stimulate the participation of all citizens in the cultural and artistic life of the 
country.

The technical and material base serving this objective is constituted in 
Romania of the following: 83 radio stations (2 television net%#orks with
294 technical stations), 59 general information ttewspapers and 431 reviews and other 
periodical publications.

In RcMsania, culture and art have a mass character. The framework for the 
broad participation of the citizens of the country in cultural and artistic activity 
is provided by the "Bymn to Romania* National Festival tdiich is in its third year.

It is indicative of the mass character of the Festival that its current 
version has so far seen the participation of some 175,000 amateur artistic groups 
and clubs, with more than 3,800,000 members. There have been 3,155 choirs (as 
against 2,342 tlie second year), 9,810 theatre tro<^ (as against 8,949 the second 
year) and 11,032 amateur artistic troupes (as against 10,667 the second year).

Amateur clubs, totalling 45,466, comprised 919,938 actors, or 521,428 sx>re 
th:ui in the preceding version of the festival.

The right to enjoy the benefits of scientific progress 
and its applications

Starting from the concept of the fundamental role which science and technology 
should play in the organization and development of modern society and in ensuring 
the conditions required for the economic aiKi social progress of nations, Romania 
accords special attention to the developstent of its technical and scientific 
capacity and to the creation of the conditions for broad access, without 
discrimination, for all citizens to the attainments of science and technology and 
the finest achievements of human thought.

In Romai'ia, science and technology are placed in the service of the general 
progress of the country, improvement of the material and spiritual standard of 
living and the enhancement of the level of civilization of the people as a %#hole.
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The organization and advancement of scientific research, integrated with 
production, constitutes a constant concern of the Romanian State.

The activity of scientific research and technical development and of the 
application of technical progress to production is subordinated to the ongoing 
broadening and perfecting of the technical and material base of the country and the 
building of a multilaterally developed modern economy.

Under Qouncil of State Decrt^e No. 60/1980, guidance and control of the 
activity of scientific and technical creation and the co-ordination of all activity 
in that field are the task of the National Oouncil for Science and Technology.
Under article 4 of this Decree, the National Council for Science and Technology 
organizes and is fully responsible for research activity, technological development 
and the practical implementation of technical progress through the application of 
the attainments of science and technology to all fields and branches of economic 
activity. In addition, the Oouncil ensures broad participation by Romanian 
scientists in efforts made at the world level for the advancement of science and 
technology and the incessant broadening of the exchange of values and accords 
attention to the promotion of technical and scientific co-operation with other 
countries; it works on the utilization of the results of scientific research and 
original technological development and the increase of the contribution of Romanian 
science and teclinology to the enrichment of the universal scientific and technical 
treasury.

The guaranteeing of the integration of education, research and production 
creates favourable conditions for the prompt application of the results of research 
in productive economic activity, because they are, from a practical viewpoint, 
beneficial to tlje whole population of the country. The increase of the potential of 
scientific research and technological development is directly linked with the ever 
more intensive participation of research in the raising of the quality and 
effectiveness of material production and social life as a whole.

In the Socialist Republic of Romania, scientific and technical creation is 
stimulated and protected by the law. Under the provisions of Act No. 62/1974, the 
Romanian State ensures the ongoing development of scientific and technical creation 
carried out by scientists, researchers, technicians and workers and by other staff 
engaged in research, study, education and production units devoted to the production 
of significant inventions and innovations, under the provisions of the same Act and 
of Decree No. 321/1956 on the interests of authors, adequate measures for the 
protection of moral and material lights and of the interests of authors of cultural, 
scientific and technical works are laid down.

Owing to the importance of science and technology in the general development 
of society and in harmony with the new conditions and orientations affecting 
Romania's econoraic and social advancement during the current decade and in a longer 
perspective, the indicative programme for scientific research, technological 
development and the application of technical progress during the period 1961-1990, 
with the main guidelines for the period 1981-2000 and the indicative programme for 
research and development in the field of energy for the period 1981-1990, with the 
main orientations for the period 1981-2000 have been drawn up.
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The aultilateral developoent at a sustained rhythm of the Roaanian national 
econaay and the results obtained in the fields of technology and science have made 
it necessary and possible to expand continuously scientific and technological 
co-operation relations with other countries and to enbark on increasingly intensive 
participation in the international exchange of values.

International technical and scientific co-<qperation between Roaania and other 
States is based on policy progrannes which conbine technical and scientific 
objectives and econoeiic objectives.

The National Oouncll for Science and Technology has proposed and signed with 
sisiilar organs of various socialist countries documents envisaging the solution, 
through co-operation, of a total of more than 200 scientific research and 
technological development objectives.

A large number of projects for co-operation between Romania and the other 
socialist countries are being carried out in accordance with the provisions of the 
protocols adopted by the mixed coaBisslons or subcoonissions on te<±nical and 
scientific co-operation.

Romania is also concerned to promote broad technical and scientific 
co-operation with the developing countries; at present, it has agreements concluded 
at the governmental level with nearly 50 States. These agreements provide for the 
granting of scientific and technological assistance or for joint research in areas 
of mutual interest.

Sci^tific and technological co-operation with non-socialist countries Is 
carried out on the basis of governmental agreements. By the end of 1980, Romania 
had established relations in this field with 15 European countries, the Dnited 
States of America and Japan, and conditions exist for proposing, expanding and 
developing relations of scientific and technological co-operation with many 
economically developed States.

Romania's technical and scientific co-operation with other countries is 
expanding and developing not only in a bilateral framework but also in a 
aultilateral framework, through its active participation in the Oouncll for Mutual 
Economic Assistance (CMEA) and the United Nations and within the framework of the 
governmental organizations forming part of the United Nations system or within 
non-governmental organisations.
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