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The meeting was c a l l e d to order at 10.20 a.m. 

THE RIGHT OP PEOPLES TO SELF-DETEHMINATIOH Affi) ITS APPLICATION TO PEOPLES UNDER 
COLONIAL OR ALIEN DOMINATION OR FOREIGN OCCUPATION (agenda item 9) (continued) 
(E/CN.4/1477 and Add.l; E/CN.4/148?; E/CN .4/149I; E/CN.4/1498; E/CN.4/1982/31 
E/cN.4/1982/6; E/CN .4/1982/7; E/CN.4/1982/9-145 E/CN.4/1982/L.2; E/CN .4/1982/L . I6; 
E/CN.4/1982/L.18; E/CN.4/1982/L.20; E/CN.4/1982/NGO/13) 

1. Mr. HOWADT (Obseiver f o r A u s t r i a ) s a i d t h a t , i n view of the s p e c i a l 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of h i s country's F e d e r a l M i n i s t e r f o r F o r e i g n A f f a i r s , Mr. Pahr, as 
Chairman of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Conference on Kampuchea, h e . f e l t he should comment 
on d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN .4/1982/L .2, submitted by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the 
P h i l i p p i n e s . H i s d e l e g a t i o n unreservedly supported that d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n and 
appealed once again f o r p r a c t i c a l a c t i o n to help the people of Kampuchea. S c a r c e l y 
any progress had been made i n that coiuitry towards.respect f o r human r i g h t s . The 
occupation by V i e t Nam was a f l a g r a n t and l a s t i n g v i o l a t i o n of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law and 
human r i g h t s . The previous régime had indeed been a c r i m i n a l n a t i o n a l d i c t a t o r s h i p ; 
but i t had been replaced by an i l l e g a l f oreign- domination and the s u f f e r i n g s of the 
people continued. H i s d e l e g a t i o n had expressed i t s views on the r e p r e s e n t a t i v i t y 
o f the two régimes to the C r e d e n t i a l s Committee of the General Assembly. The 
approach o u t l i n e d i n the D e c l a r a t i o n on Kampuchea should be pursued w i t h the 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n of a l l p a r t i e s i n order to remedy the s i t u a t i o n and make i t p o s s i b l e 
f o r f r e e e l e c t i o n s to be h e l d i n the country. 

2. Mr. TABIBI (Observer, World Muslim Congress) s a i d that item 9 was the most 
important one on the agenda; the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n w i t h which i t was 
concerned was a fundamental r i g h t proclaimed i n A r t i c l e 1, paragraph 2 , and ^ 
A r t i c l e 55 of the Charter of the U n i t e d N a t i o n s , The e x e r c i s e of that r i g h t over 
the past 50 years had brought about great changes i n the l i v e s of the n a t i o n s . 
The Charter had been a source of i n s p i r a t i o n f o r n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n movements which 
had e v e n t u a l l y achieved t h e i r aims, thereby i n c r e a s i n g t h r e e f o l d the number of 
States Members .of the United Nations. The s t r u g g l e f o r s e l f - d e t e r m i m t i o n s t i l l 
however encountered obstacles-, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the M d d l e East and southern A s i a , 
on account of - the; i n c r e a s i n g imbalance of power i n the world and the ambitions of 
v a r i o u s aggressive i d e o l o g i c a l f o r c e s . 

3 . The I s l a m i c peoples had r e c e n t l y been subjected to a l l k i n d s of pressures, i n 
P a l e s t i n e and A f g h a n i s t a n i n p a r t i c u l a r . I n P a l e s t i n e , zionism was a g g r e s s i v e l y 
purs-uLng i t s dream of a Greater I s r a e l , w h i l e Afghanistan's sovereignty had been 
b r u t a l l y v i o l a t e d by-the Soviet Union i n 1978, a f t e r a l o n g p e r i o d of n e u t r a l i t y 
d u r i n g which t r e a t i e s of f r i e n d s h i p had been signed w i t h a l l i t s rieighbourihg -
c o u n t r i e s , not l e a s t v/ith thé.; Soviet Union i t s e l f , d a t i n g back to. the time of L e n i n . 
The u n j u s t i f i a b l e aggression by the Soviet Union had f o r c e d between three-and-a-half 
and f o u r m i l l i o n people, twenty.per cent of the Afghan p o p u l a t i o n , to seek refuge i n 
Pakistan,. I r a n and ..other c o u n t r i e s which had.received them i n an a u t h e n t i c s p i r i t of 
I s l a m i c s o l i d a r i t y . A l l Muslims could be proud of the s a c r i f i c e s - o f the .Afghan 
people, which r e f l e c t e d the true image of a Muslim n a t i o n ready to confront the 
g r e a t e s t m i l i t a r y power to defend i t s f a i t h , f o l l o w i n g the example of the great 
heroes of Islam. 
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4 . The F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r s of the. I s l a m i c co-untriesj the Non-Aligned Movement, the 
Commonwealth c o u n t r i e s , the U n i t e d Nations General Assembly and the e n t i r e world 
community had condemned the Soviet i n t e r v e n t i o n i n Afghanistan and the v i o l a t i o n 
of the Afghan people's r i g h t s . The ink had h a r d l y d r i e d on the s o - c a l l e d "Treaty 
of f r i e n d s h i p , g-^od neighbourliness and co-operation" xrith the Soviet Union, 
imposed on. the f i r s t puppet P r e s i d e n t of Afghanistan i n December 1978, before 
100,000 Soviet s o l d i e r s equipped w i t h the most sopihisticated weaponiy had v i o l a t e d 
the sovereignty of a proud and peaceful n a t i o n and subjected i t s people to d a i l y 
a c t s of genocide. Since then the U n i t e d Nations, and more p a r t i c u l a r l y the 
Commission on Human R i g h t s , had condemned that i n t e r v e n t i o n and demanded the 
u n c o n d i t i o n a l withdrawal of the Soviet troops, but the Soviet Union had sent i n 
reinforcements and s t i l l more s o p h i s t i c a t e d squadrons of MIG a i r c r a f t . The 
Soviet Union a l l e g e d as i t s excuse that i t v/as p r o t e c t i n g Afghanistan against f o r e i g n 
aggression i n conformity w i t h the t r e a t y that had been signed; but i t vras 
questionable whether the d e v a s t a t i o n of Afghan t e r r i t o r y by vreapons of mass 
destruct.-ion, i n c l u d i n g b i o l o g i c a l and chemical vreapons, the massacre of tens of 
thousands of innocent people and the t e r r o r vrhich had d r i v e n m i l l i o n s to become 
refugees could be portra^'-ed as a c t s of f r i e n d s h i p . The Afghan people v;ould knovr 
how to r e s i s t S o v i e t aggression j u s t as i t had been able to r e s i s t the B r i t i s h f o r 
a century. The Koran r e f e r r e d to many t y r a n t s who had been st r u c k down by d i v i n e 
j u s t i c e , Pharaoh f o r instance. The modern Pharaohs l i k e v r i s e vrould have to face the 
anger of God. 

5. At i t s tvro preceding sessions, the Commission had condemned the aggression 
against A f g h a n i s t a n ; in. the i n t e r e s t s of peace, j u s t i c e and human r i g h t s , the time 
had come f o r i t to take s t i l l more f o r c e f u l measures. I t should seek an immediate 
p o l i t i c a l solut.ion based on the vrithdravral of f o r e i g n f o r c e s , the e x e r c i s e of the 
r i g h t of the Afghan people to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and respect f o r the sovereignty 
and t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y o f A f g h a n i s t a n . I f the sovereignty of Afghanistan vras 
not r e s t o r e d , the Commission's vrork f o r hviman r i g h t s viould be meaningless and become 
the o b j e c t of d e r i s i o n . Furthermore, the nevr Secretary-General should i n t e n s i f y h i s 
p o l i t i c a l contacts to r e s o l v e the Afghan c r i s i s , i n conformity vrith General Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n 36/10. A l l c o u n t r i e s should u n i t e against the f o r c e s of e v i l and 
aggression. 

6. Mr. MAKOTI (observer, P a n - A f r i c a n i s t Congress of Azania) r e f e r r e d to 
Commission r e s o l u t i o n I 4 (XXXVIII) concerning South A f r i c a , and s a i d t h a t , since 
the r e s o l u t i o n vras adopted, i n March 1981, the s i t u a t i o n i n South A f r i c a had 
d e t e r i o r a t e d s t i l l f u r t h e r . The régime i n povrer i n t h a t country had embarlœd upon 
a f l a g r a n t campaign to d e s t a b i l i z e the independent Black States of the r e g i o n 
(Angola, Mozambique, Se y c h e l l e s , Zambia and Zimbabwe) and continued to delay the 
independence of Namibia. The i m p e r i a l i s t supporters of the régime continued to give 
i t a l l the m a t e r i a l , moral and s p i r i t u a l backing i t needed. Imperialism wanted to 
maintain i t s monopoly of the s t r a t e g i c minerals i n the s o i l of South A f r i c a . 

7. In a statement made on the CBS t e l e v i s i o n ne tvrork on 3 March 1981, the 
P r e s i d e n t of the United S t a t e s of America asked vrhether the United States could 
abandon a country that had stood beside i t i n every war i t had fought, and added 
that i t possessed minerals that every country needed. In f a c t , however, the persons 
c u r r e n t l y i n povrer i n South A f r i c a had been i n t e r n e d during the Second V/orld V/ar on 
account of t h e i r pro-Nazi sympathies. The Chairman of PAC, Mr. P o k e l a , commenting on 
the P r e s i d e n t ' s speech, had s t r e s s e d that the r a c i s t South A f r i c a n Government 
maintained a c o l o n i a l régime i n Azania and Namibia and that the B r e t t o n V/oods 
agreements had ushered i n a t o t a l l y modern form of c o l o n i a l i s m devoted to the 
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expansion of commercial c o r p o r a t i o n s . R a c i s t South A f r i c a f i t t e d v r e l l i n t o that 
patterns i t had an i n f r a s t r u c t u r e and m a t e r i a l resources vjhich gave i t the 
appearance o f a stable s o c i e t y , but i t maintained that appearance through a 
machinery of l e g a l , p h y s i c a l , and p s y c h o l o g i c a l r e p r e s s i o n which v i o l a t e d a l l human 
r i g h t s and v i o l e n t l y denied to the bl a c k people of Azania and Namibia t h e i r r i g h t to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

8. In such a s i t u a t i o n , i n t e n i a t i o n a l s o l i d a r i t y i n the struggle was very important, 
f o r the enemy was a powerful one and he had the moral, m a t e r i a l a n d - m i l i t a r y support 
of a s i g n i f i c a n t s e c t i o n of the e x i s t i n g world order. The United Nations had 
proclaimed 1982 to be the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Year o f Mobiliz3.tion f o r Sanctions against 
-South A f r i c a . The P a r i s D e c l a r a t i o n on sanctions o f f e r e d a framework f o r e f f e c t i v e 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l a c t i o n . He asked the Commission r e s o l u t e l y to support such sanctions 
which, to date, had always been n u l l i f i e d by the veto o f c e r t a i n major Pov/ers, i n 
p a r t i c u l a r , as had r e c e n t l y occurred again, the U n i t e d States of America. I t was 
a well-knovm f a c t that the Un i t e d States of America had vetoed the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l 
r e s o l u t i o n concerning the i n v a s i o n o f Angola by South A f r i c a ; i t had acted i n the 
same way a f t e r the annexation by I s r a e l o f the occupied S y r i a n t e r r i t o r y o f the 
GoIan.Heights. 

9 . ' South A f r i c a i t s e l f d i d not, however, h e s i t a t e to apply severe sanctions against 
i t s p o l i t i c a l opponents whether i n s i d e o r outside the country. I t had r e c e n t l y cut 
o f f the supply o f petroleum products to Zimbabwe. W i t h i n i t s t e r r i t o r y , i t had 
adopted laws concerning banning and banishment orders, c u r t a i l i n g p o l i t i c a l p r o t e s t s 
and .on detention and i n t e r r o g a t i o n . The most b r u t a l p h y s i c a l and mental t o r t u r e s were 
i n f l i c t e d i n implementation o f those laws. The people of Azania had become a n a t i o n 
of p r i s o n e r s , as was i l l u s t r a t e d by the c o n v i c t i o n o f nine a c t i v i s t s o f the Bl a c k 
Consciousness Movement of Azania by J u s t i c e Boshoff at P r e t o r i a i n December 1976. 
That r a c i s t Judge, n o t i n g t h a t , according to the accused, grave i n j u s t i c e s had been 
committed by V/hites against B l a c k s , concluded that t h e i r language was of a nature to 
encourage h o s t i l i t y and. arouse p o l i t i c a l v i o l e n c e among B l a c k s . On that b a s i s he 
d e l i v e r e d h i s v e r d i c t , r e f e r r i n g to. the 1974 Riotous Assemblies Amendment A c t , the 
1927 Bantu Administrat.ion Act and the I967 Terrorism Act» v/hich a l l p r o h i b i t e d the 
promotion of r a c i a l h o s t i l i t y and the endangering o f lavr and order. 

10. The banning orders imposed on the p o l i t i c a l a d v e r s a r i e s of the r a c i s t régime 
stemmed from the 1950 Suppression o f Communism A c t . In a b i l l r e c e n t l y submitted 
to the r a c i s t South A f r i c a n P arliament, the d e f i n i t i o n of "Communism" v/as once again 
r e v i s e d . In a t e l e v i s i o n intervievr beamed to viev/ers i n the United. States o f America, 
the former Prime M i n i s t e r V o r s t e r had maintained that o n l y .individuals a c t i n g and 
speaking i n favour of Communism v/ere banned. One such banned person, 
Mr. David de Beer, a l a y member of a r e l i g i o u s body, r e c e i v e d , i n ansv/er to a 
" e t t e r he had v/ri t t e n a s k i n g v h j he had. been banned, the r e p l y t h a t , i f he bore 
i n mind the d e f i n i t i o n o f Communism set out i n the A c t , he should have no d i f f i c u l t y 
i n i d e n t i f y i n g those aspects of h i s a c t i v i t i e s v/hich had g.iven r i s e to the a c t i o n 
taken against him. 
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11. Those examples confirmod the case f o r the u n c o n d i t i o n a l r e l e a s e of a l l p o l i t i c a l 
p r i s o n e r s ahd the c a n c e l l a t i o n of a l l banning and banishment orders. The Commission 
shoüldífecus i t s a t t e n t i o n on the case of the hundreds of p o l i t i c a l opponents of the 
r a c i s t S o u t h A f r i c a n régime held' i n the Robben I s l a n d p r i s o n f o r having taken part 
i n the campaign f u r n a t i o n a l independence and f o r t h e i r o p p o s i t i o n to v i o l a t i o n s of 
the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and human r i g h t s . I t was the b r u t a l i t i e s of the 
r a c i s t régime and i t s contempt f o r human r i g h t s which had l e d the va r i o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
and l i b e r a t i o n movements to pursue- t h e i r s t r u g g l e , i n c l u d i n g the recourse to arms. 
Consequently,' a i l the measures imposed on the adve r s a r i e s of apartheid should be 
l i f t e d . 

12. On the occasion of the Day of S o l i d a r i t y with South A f r i c a n and Namibian 
P o l i t i c a l Pifisoners, 12 October I 9 8 1 , the Chairman of PAC, who had himself. long been 
dotairtecl 6n Robben I s l a n d , had c a l l e d f o r the rel e a s e of a l l p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s and, 
i n p a r t i c u l a r of the freedom f i g h t e r Zephania 'i'tothopeng. 

13. Mr. Mothopeng had been a r r e s t e d , convicted and imprisoned s e v e r a l times s i n c e 
i 9 6 0 . He had, with I 7 other persons, been t r i e d at B e t h a l , a small town i n 
East Transvaal, where the South A f r i c a n régime arranged a se c r e t t r i a l under the 
1977 Procédure Act. Foreign diplomats and j o u r n a l i s t s had very l i m i t a d acfcoss to 
the hearings, which were f o r the most part held i n camera. Mr. Mothopeng had been 
found g u i l t y of r e v i v i n g the banned PAC, of sending people abroad f o r m i l i t a r y 
t r a i n i n g w i t h the i n t e n t i o n of overthrowing the Government o f South A f r i c a and of 
incitement to r i o t . Four of the I 8 accused had been t o r t u r e d to death before the 
t r i a l began and the others, vihom he named, were a l l c o n v i c t e d . 

14. Many members of PAC, ANC, SVÍAPO and ВСМ were held i n South A f r i c a n prisons or 
had been executed. The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community should express i t s s o l i d a r i t y w i t h 
those martyrs and with t h e i i * armed s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t the r a c i s t régime. 

15. Human r i g h t s vjere a l s o v i o l a t e d i n other areas, w i t h rospect to the ownership 
of land, f o r i n s t a n c e . The r a c i s t régime maintained t h a t the l i h i t e s had i n i t i a l l y 
s e t t l e d on lands which were peopled only by small t r i b e s of Bushmen and Hottentots, 
and that the Blacirs' had a r r i v e d l a t e r f r o ; the north and h a i s e t t l e d i n what were 
c u r r e n t l y c a l l e d the "homelands". The people of South A f r i c a were unable to accept 
such c o l o n i a l sovereignty over land and r e j e c t e d the p o l i c y of e t h n i c autonomy. 
VJhile i t was encouraging to see that the e t h n i c States set up by the r a c i s t régime 
had not been recognized by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, the a c t i v i t i e s of i m p e r i a l i s t 
powers' iñ the regions s t i l l gave r i s e to apprehension. I t was to be feared t h a t , 
i n view of the co-operation of the Government of the United States of America with 
the r a c i s t South A f r i c a n régime, some c o u n t r i e s might recognize the p r i n c i p l e of 
ethnic autonomy. 

16. I m p e r i a l i s t co-operation with South A f r i c a and I s r a e l was based on White racism. 
Not long a f t e r h i s accession to power, the r a c i s t Prime M i n i s t e r Botha had i n v i t e d 
White notables to a s s i s t him i n s t i f l i n g the Black r e v o l u t i o n and ending the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s o l a t i o n of South A f r i c a . He had urged t h a t the Ma r x i s t d r i v e which 
aimed at c o n t r o l l i n g the sub-continent should be fought by a l l a v a i l a b l e means. He 
promised, i n r e t u r n , to introduce the reforms needed to adapt the whole s o c i a l 
system to the purposes of the war. The South A f r i c a n Government had begun by 
strengthening c o n t r o l over the press, imposing a code of conduct under which 
j o u r n a l i s t s could be d i s q u a l i f i e d from t h e i r p r o f e s s i o n . I t was obviously aimed a t 
the Black j o u r n a l i s t s . 
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17. The Prime M i n i s t e r had had s e v e r a l new Acts passed to r e s t r i c t human r i g h t s and 
fundamental freedoms, to place the country under m a r t i a l law and to supervise every 
aspect of economic and p o l i t i c a l l i f e . I t was i n t e r e s t i n g to note t h a t the i m p e r i a l i s t 
supporters of the r a c i s t South A f r i c a n régime had had no comments to make upon those 
new Act s , 

18. I t was the duty of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community to remove the ob s t a c l e s to the 
r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i n Azania and to a s s i s t i n e s t a b l i s h i n g the c o n d i t i o n s 
f o r i t s e x e r c i s e , i n accordance with the p r i n c i p l e s of s o l i d a r i t y , interdependence, 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l j u s t i c e and c o l l e c t i v e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , i . e . , the basic purposes of 
the Charter. 

19 . Mr. AL°QUTAISH (Observer f o r Democratic ïemen) s a i d that the question of human 
r i g h t s i n the occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s , i n c l u d i n g P a l e s t i n e , that of the v i o l a t i o n s 
of human r i g h t s i n South A f r i c a and the problem of Namibia had a common o r i g i n i n 
the d i s c r i m i n a t o r y and f a s c i s t p o l i c i e s of the P r e t o r i a r a c i s t s and the I s r a e l i 
Z i o n i s t s . The three peoples which were the v i c t i m s of those p o l i c i e s were s t r u g g l i n g 
f o r t h e i r freedom against a common enemy, supported by the same Western c o u n t r i e s . 
At i t s previous s e s s i o n , the Commission had r i g h t l y decided to give p r i o r i t y to 
those questions, s i n c e the r i g h t of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was a p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r the 
other human r i g h t s and f o r p o l i t i c a l independence. 

2 0 . I s r a e l could not i n d e f i n i t e l y h a l t the march of h i s t o r y and hope to e l i m i n a t e 
the P a l e s t i n i a n n a t i o n . The a l l i e s of I s r a e l should a l s o recognize t h a t the 
P a l e s t i n i a n people was f i g h t i n g f o r i t s n a t i o n a l r i g h t s . There would be no s o l u t i o n 
i n the Middle East u n t i l the P a l e s t i n i a n people was allowed to e x e r c i s e i t s r i g h t s , 
i n c l u d i n g the r i g h t to r e t u r n to i t s homeland and to create i t s own State i n 
P a l e s t i n e . That was p r e c i s e l y what had been pointed out by the Committee on the 
Exercise of the I n a l i e n a b l e Rights of the P a l e s t i n i a n People i n i t s r e p o r t 
(A/56/35, para. 5 0 ) . The Committee had a l s o observed that attempts had been made 
to proceed with n e g o t i a t i o n s which ran counter to the P a l e s t i n i a n people's r i g h t to 
a t t a i n s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and independence under the l e a d e r s h i p of i t s only a u t h e n t i c 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , the P a l e s t i n e L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n . In h i s view, such attempts 
could not b r i n g about a s o l u t i o n . They i n c l u d e d , i n p a r t i c u l a r , the Camp David 
agreements, which were intended to deprive the P a l e s t i n i a n people of the r i g h t s that 
had been recognized, as t h e i r s , p a r t i c u l a r l y by the General Assembly i n i t s 
r e s o l u t i o n 3256 (XXIX). 

2 1 . A l l those who had s u f f e r e d from c o l o n i a l i s m understood the a s p i r a t i o n of the 
peoples to freedom. That was the case with Democratic Yemen, v/hose people had not 
h e s i t a t e d to s a c r i f i c e themselves to o b t a i n i t s independence and freedom. I t was 
necessary to make a c l e a r d i s t i n c t i o n between t e r r o r i s m and the l e g i t i m a t e s t r u g g l e 
f o r n a t i o n a l s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and freedom. General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 1514 (XV) 
should be implemented and the c o l o n i a l States should be prevented from c o n t i n u i n g to 
deprive peoples of t h e i r independence. 

2 2 . The c o n t i n u i n g occupation of Namibia by South A f r i c a showed th a t c o l o n i a l i s m 
was being perpetuated i n that area, with the a s s i s t a n c e of c e r t a i n major Powers 
which placed t h e i r economic and s t r a t e g i c i n t e r e s t s above the s u f f e r i n g s of the 
po p u l a t i o n . The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community could no longer content i t s e l f with 
condemning the i l l e g a l occupation of Namibia, the e x p l o i t a t i o n of i t s labour and i t s 
resources, the murder of Namibian p a t r i o t s and the inhuman i n t i m i d a t i o n of i t s 
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p o p u l a t i o n . I t could no longer content i t s e l f with s t a t i n g i t s concern about a c t s 
of r a c i s t aggression against independent f r o n t - l i n e S t a t e s . I t should oppose any 
co-operation which might encourage South A f r i c a i n i t s p o l i c y . 

23. The United Nations would continue to be resp o n s i b l e f o r Namibia so long as that 
country was not independent. I t was c l e a r that P r e t o r i a wanted to t r a n s f e r pov/er 
to c e r t a i n puppet groups so as to continue to dominate Namibia with the support of 
the t r a n s n a t i o n a l economic i n t e r e s t s which were e x p l o i t i n g t h a t country i n s p i t e 
of the r e s o l u t i o n s of the United Nations. I t v;as j u s t as c l e a r that the United States 
Government was opposed to the peoples which were s t r u g g l i n g f o r t h e i r independence 
and f o r that reason was r e f u s i n g to recognize the l i b e r a t i o n movements. The t r u t h 
was that South A f r i c a was j u s t a bridgehead of i m p e r i a l i s t e x p l o i t a t i o n , i n which 
the m u l t i n a t i o n a l and t r a n s n a t i o n a l e n t e r p r i s e s were p a r t i c i p a t i n g . For th a t 
reason, the member States of the s o - c a l l e d V/estern Contact Group were r e l u c t a n t to 
bri n g pressure to bear on South A f r i c a . The Namibian people was there f o r e faced 
with an i m p e r i a l i s t p l o t aimed at imposing upon i t a c o l o n i a l i s t s o l u t i o n and 
preserving the p o l i t i c a l , economic and m i l i t a r y i n t e r e s t s of c e r t a i n c o u n t r i e s . 

24. His d e l e g a t i o n proclaimed i t s s o l i d a r i t y with the South A f r i c a n and Namibian 
peoples which v/ere s t r u g g l i n g f o r t h e i r freedom. The only s o l u t i o n was t o impose on 
South A f r i c a - the sanctions provided f o r i n Chapter V I I of the Charter. 

2 5 . His country a l s o proclaimed i t s s o l i d a r i t y with the s t r u g g l e of the Puerto Rican 
people. 

2 6 . The people of Western Sahara had a l s o been s t r u g g l i n g f o r years under the 
lead e r s h i p of i t s l i b e r a t i o n movement, the P o l i s a r i o Front, to v i n d i c a t e i t s r i g h t s 
over the former t e r r i t o r y of Spanish Sahara. I t enjoyed the unreserved support of 
the united Nations, the Organization of A f r i c a n Unity, non-aligned States and the 
e n t i r e i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, as t e s t i f i e d by the numerous r e s o l u t i o n s adopted 
since 1975. Democratic Yemen had welcomed with s a t i s f a c t i o n the proposals made 
at the eighteenth A f r i c a n Summit Meeting a t N a i r o b i v/ith regard to the r i g h t of the 
Saharan people to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , as w e l l as the d e c i s i o n by OAU to hold a 
referendum i n Western Sahara. Unfortunately, the proposed settlements had bean 
f r u s t r a t e d by a la c k of p o l i t i c a l v / i l l and by d i f f e r e n c e s of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . I t v/as 
c e r t a i n that the manoeuvres c a r r i e d out by the United States w i t h a view to a c q u i r i n g 
new base f a c i l i t i e s f o r combating n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n movements everywhere were not 
making the s o l u t i o n to the problem any e a s i e r . I t was e s s e n t i a l t h a t the r i g h t of 
the Saharan people to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n should be acknov/ledged so that peace could 
be r e s t o r e d to th a t r e g i o n . 

27. Mr. VO ANH TUAN (Observer f o r V i e t Nam) s a i d t h a t , since the end of the 
Second World War, c o l o n i a l empires had c o l l a p s e d one a f t e r the other and dozens of 
independent c o u n t r i e s had made t h e i r appearance i n a l l parts of the world. I t was 
r e g r e t t a b l e , however, that the ve s t i g e s of c o l o n i a l i s m continued to p e r s i s t i n many 
areas and that more and more c r a f t y manoeuvres were being made to subjugate once again 
the peoples which had r e c e n t l y been freed from the c o l o n i a l yoke. 
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2 8 . The c o l o n i a l i s t and i m p e r i a l i s t f o r c e s , l e d by the united States, d i d not 
h e s i t a t e to use any means to regain t h e i r l o s t p o s i t i o n s . They were a l l i e d w i t h 
the hegemonist ex p a n s i o n i s t s and were p r o v i d i n g support to the r a c i s t régimes, 
e s p e c i a l l y the Z i o n i s t régime and the apartheid régime, t o repress the l i b e r a t i o n 
s t r u g g l e of the peoples of Namibia, South A f r i c a , P a l e s t i n e , Western Sahara, 
E l Salvador, e t c . According to some sources, the United States Government was 
preparing a massive i n t e r v e n t i o n - i n E l Salvador and more g e n e r a l l y i n 
Ce n t r a l Aisierica - the f i r s t t a r g e t s of v/hich would be Cuba, Nicaragua and Grenada. 
According to the Washington Post of 14 February 1982, there was a s e c r e t American 
plan to create a " p o l i t i c a l o p p o s i t i o n " to the Nicaraguan Government, to strengthen 
the economic blockade of Cuba and to supply a d d i t i o n a l a i d to tho d i c t a t o r s h i p s of 
Ce n t r a l Ai-nerica and the Caribbean, Mr. Stoesser, the American Under-Secretary of 
Stat e , had revealed that m i l i t a r y i n t e r v e n t i o n i n E l Salvador was not r u l e d out. 
I t was indeed already under way, as t e s t i f i e d by the p i c t u r e s r e c e n t l y shown on 
American t e l e v i s i o n of Ainerican m i l i t a r y " a d v i s e r s " armed with M-l6 r i f l e s , l i k e 
those v/hich had been used i n V i e t Nam. 

29- The United States Government has plunged i n t o the most u n b r i d l e d arms race and 
had 500,000 s o l d i e r s s t a t i o n e d i n i t s 2,5CC m i l i t a r y bases and i n s t a l l a t i o n s 
throughout the world, Washin,5ton was a l s o t r y i n g to enlarge i t s e x i s t i n g bases, 
f i n d new ones and reopen bases that had been c l o s e d . According to the Thai d a i l y 
newspaper La Nation of 26 December 198I , a i r c r a f t of the Seventh jimerican F l e e t had 
been authorized to resume using the Utapao a i r base i n Thailand. In North A f r i c a , 
tho United States was demanding the use of two m i l i t a r y bases i n Morocco i n exchange 
f o r a i d to that country. 

50. The Vietnamese people, which had gained f o r i t s e l f i t s r i g h t to s e l f -
determination i n a desperate s t r u g g l e a t the Cost of m i l l i o n s of v i c t i m s , supported 
the war of the peoples f o r n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n and f r e e development. At the same 
time, V i e t Nam denounced every i m p e r i a l i s t , hegemonist, r a c i s t , Z i o n i s t and other 
manoeuvre aimed at opposing that i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t o f the peoples, a t sowing 
confusion i n p u b l i c opinion and a t keeping peoples under domination. 

31. V i e t Nam warmly supported the he r o i c s t r u g g l e of the people of Western Sahara 
f o r i t s independence under the le a d e r s h i p of the P o l i s a r i o Front. I t hoped t h a t the 
Commission would adopt a r e s o l u t i o n t h a t would c o n t r i b u t e to the implementation of 
General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 56/46, a s k i n g Morocco' and the P o l i s a r i o Front to 
negotiate with a view to e s t a b l i s h i n g a c e a s e - f i r e and concluding a peace agreement 
so that a referendum could be held i n VJestern Sahara. 

32. With regard to the a l l e g e d " s i t u a t i o n i n Afghanistan", h i s d e l e g a t i o n thanked 
the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan f o r having s u p p l i e d 
some valuable i n f o r m a t i o n and having c l e a r l y described h i s Government's p o s i t i o n 
designed to put an end to the undeclared war against h i s country and to normalize 
i t s r e l a t i o n s w i t h the neighbouring c o u n t r i e s . V i e t Nam v i g o r o u s l y condemned the 
p o l i c y of i n t e r v e n t i o n and aggression of the United S t a t e s , which was being c a r r i e d 
out i n c o l l u s i o n w i t h China and with the c o m p l i c i t y of t h e i r a l l i e s , i n c l u d i n g 
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Pakistan, against tho Democratic Republic of Afghanistan. The Afghan Government's 
D e c l a r a t i o n of 24 August I 9 8 I contained some d e t a i l e d proposals f o r a p o l i t i c a l 
settlement. I t v/as necessary, f i r s t , to normalize Afghanistan's r e l a t i o n s v/ith 
the neighbouring c o u n t r i e s and then to make any armed i n t e r v e n t i o n or other 
i n t e r f e r e n c e i n Afghanistan's a f f a i r s i u p o s s i b l e , thereby e l i m i n a t i n g the reason 
f o r the presence of the l i m i t e d contingent of Soviet troops i n that country. No 
one could doubt the s i n c e r i t y and g o o d w i l l of the Afghan Government, or i t s d e s i r e 
to reach a r e a l i s t i c s o l u t i o n , 

53. VJith regard t o the s o - c a l l e d question of the " r i g h t of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n " 
of the Kampuchean people, h i s d e l e g a t i o n f u l l y supported the Government of the 
People's Republic of Kampuchea, which was opposed to any c o n s i d e r a t i o n by the 
Commission of matters r e l a t e d to i t s sovereignty. I t would consider any such 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n an i n t o l e r a b l e i n t e r f e r e n c e i n i t s i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s , and v/ould regard 
any other r e s o l u t i o n which might be adopted concerning i t s country as i l l e g a l and 
without e f f e c t , 

34. For the i n f o r m a t i o n of tho members of the Commission v/ho were anxious to 
defend the Kampuchean people's r i g h t of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , h i s d e l e g a t i o n wished 
to describe the a c t u a l s i t u a t i o n i n that country. C e r t a i n d e l e g a t i o n s , which 
proclaimed themselves champions of that r i g h t , had d i s t o r t e d the f a c t s and i n so 
doing had f a l s e l y described the r e l a t i o n s between V i e t Nar.i and Kampuchea, 

35- For n e a r l y 40 years, V i e t Nam, Kampuchea and Laos had bean the v i c t i m s of 
the p o l i c y Of aggression and domination of the i m p e r i a l i s t s and of the Chinese 
e x p a n s i o n i s t s , v/bo had always regarded the whole of Indo-China as a b a t t l e f i e l d , 
w hile t r y i n g to d i v i d e the three c o u n t r i e s i n order to r u l o them. In the face 
of the m i l i t a r y s u p e r i o r i t y of t h e i r aggressors, the three peoples had had no 
othor recourse but to u n i t e and to search f o r genuine a l l i e s . That m i l i t a n t 
s o l i d a r i t y between the peoples of V i e t Nam, Laos and Kampuchea had enabled them 
to break the chains of c o l o n i a l i s m , to f o i l the i r a p o r i a l i s t aggressors, to oppose 
tho hegemonist and e x p a n s i o n i s t aims of the groat Powers and to recover t h e i r 
independence and s o v e r e i g n t y . The presence of Vietnamese troops i n Kampuchea had 
to be considered from t h a t point of view. As on two preceding occasions, those 
troops had responded to the appeal of Kampuchean p a t r i o t s . Moreover, everyone 
knew t h a t , s t r i c t l y r e s p e c t i n g the r i g h t s of the Kampuchean people, the Vietnameso 
troops had withdrawn froûi the country i n 1954 and 1975-

36, I t was obvious t h a t , f o r the United States and China, tho f i g h t i n g s o l i d a r i t y 
of the three Indo-Chinese peoples and t h a i r m i l i t a r y co-operation c o n s t i t u t e d a 
major o b s t a c l e to t h e i r aggressive aims. For i t s p a r t , China had always regarded 
South-East A s i a as i t s own zone of i n f l u e n c e and n a t u r a l expansion toviard the south 
and v/ould never regard the three States as indepondent and sovereign. I t had 
concealed i t s e x p a n s i o n i s t aims during the United States' war of aggression, but 
had l e t them appear i n the l i g h t of day a f t e r the united S t a t e s ' d e f e a t . 
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37. In 1975, the Kampuchean people had come under the thumb of the P o l Pot régime, 
a régime a t the se r v i c e o f Peking. With 20,000 Chinese a d v i s e r s and China's 
f i n a n c i a l and m i l i t a r y a i d , that régime had m o b i l i z e d 23 d i v i s i o n s which, i n l e s s 
than f o u r years, had massacred three m i l l i o n persons, i n c l u d i n g 500,000'Moslems| 
at the same time, i t had s t a r t e d a war of aggression against V i e t Nam i n 1976, wi":h 
a view to occupying the e n t i r e Vietnamese Mekong D e l t a , thus f a c i l i t a t i n g Chinese 
aggression.against V i e t Nam from the nor t h . 

38. The popular r i s i n g which had taken place i n 1975 against the bloody P o l Pot 
régime had, by the end o f 1978, brought about the establishment o f the N a t i o n a l 
Union Front f o r the s t a t u s of Kampuchea, which had l e d the Kampuchean people to 
v i c t o r y i n January 1979. In 1978, while thousands of innocent persons ггеre being 
k i l l e d d a i l y i n a v e r i t a b l e genocide, the Vietnamese armed forces,; responding to 
the appeal o f the N a t i o n a l Union F r o n t , had f o r the t h i r d time made i t t h e i r duty 
to go to the a s s i s t a n c e o f that people when i t v/as threatened w i t h e x t i n c t i o n . 

39. In that connection, he quoted an a r t i c l e from Le Monde diplomatique o f 
December, 1981 v/hich s t a t e d that the v/orld had been r e l i e v e d to see the overthrow 
of a hated régime and that the Vietnamese had c a r r i e d out a duty v/hich nobody had 
wanted to assume but t h a t , by p l a y i n g the Chinese card, the West had prevented a 
speedy s o l u t i o n of the Kampuchean problem. 

4 0 . The three c o u n t r i e s of Indo-China v/ere c u r r e n t l y confronted v/ith a s e r i o u s 
menace. In the north , China v a s t h r e a t e n i n g V i e t Nam w i t h a second war of aggression. 
I t was occupying the Hoang Sa Archipelago (Paracel I s l a n d s ) , and i t had massed near 
the border an army of 400,000 men who v/ere carr^ring out a c t s o f provocation and r a i d s . 
In a d d i t i o n , i t v/as r e c r u i t i n g mercenaries from among the refugees to s t i r up trouble 
i n V i e t Nam and i n Laos. 

41 . The Chinese a u t h o r i t i e s had r e j e c t e d the Vietnamese proposal - v/hich .had been 
approved by the Secretary-General o f the U n i t e d Nations - to cease h o s t i l i t i e s at 
the border on the occasion of the t r a d i t i o n a l Nev/ Year's Day (25 January), a f a c t 
v/hich once again shovred the h o s t i l i t y of the Chinese a u t h o r i t i e s to V i e t Nam. 

4 2 . In the south-v/est, the armed bands o f P o l Pot and other Kampuchean r e a c t i o n a r i e s , 
who were being equipped by the Chinese and by the d i v e r s i o n of a large p a r t of the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l humanitarian a i d to refugees, were engaging i n subversive a c t i v i t i e s 
and a c t s of sabotage against the Kampuchean people from t h e i r " s a n c t u a r i e s " i n 
Thailan d . 

43• In a d d i t i o n , there vras the secret a c t i v i t y of the United States, which, 
according to the B r i t i s h j o u r n a l , War Monthly of September I 9 8 I , had organized 
the Kampuchean Emergency Group, l e d by Colonel Michael A l l e n , under the auspices 
of the U n i t e d States Ambassador at- Bangkok. That group, composed of former s e n i o r 
U n i t e d States o f f i c e r s who had fought i n Indo-China, v/as r e s p o n s i b l e , i n c o - o r d i n a t i o n 
w i t h the Thai Task Force 80, f o r d i r e c t i n g the c r i m i n a l a c t i v i t i e s o f the P o l Pot 
bands along the border betvreen Kampuchea and Thailand. I t should not be f o r g o t t e n 
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e i t h e r that there were two American m i l i t a r y bases i n the P h i l i p p i n e s and that 
the Seventh F l e e t , vihose a i r c r a f t were aut h o r i z e d to resume t h e i r use of the 
former American base at Utapao i n Thailand, was i n the South China Sea. 

44. A l l those elements c o n s t i t u t e d a permanent danger f o r the peoples of 
Kampuchea, V i e t Nam and Laos, which viere thus prevented from f r e e l y e x e r c i s i n g ' 
t h e i r r i g h t to decide t h e i r ovm d e s t i n y without f o r e i g n i n t e r f e r e n c e . I t v/as 
therefore u r g e n t l y necessary to put an end to the vrar of aggression and the 
p o l i c i e s of i n t e r v e n t i o n and subvers.ion of Peking vrliich, i n c o l l u s i o n vrith 
Washington, vras threatening the independence, sovereignty and t e r r i t o r i a l 
i n t e g r i t y of those three c o u n t r i e s . 

45 ' Concerning the current presence of Vietna,mese troops i n Kampuchea, he quoted 
the communiqué of the F i f t h Conference o f M i n i s t e r s f o r F o r e i g n A f f a i r s of the 
three Indo-Chinese c o u n t r i e s , h e l d on 16 and 17 February at V i e n t i a n e , according 
to vrhich that presence vras the r e s u l t of a.n agreement reached betvreen the 
Government of the People's Republic of Kampuchea and the Government of the 
S o c i a l i s t R e p u b l i c of V i e t Nam vrith a vievr to f a c i n g up to the hegemonism of 
China. The. vrithdravral of those troops vras to be decided upon by the two Governments 
v/hen that t h r e a t had disappeared. 

46. The Vietnamese troops i n Kampuchea vrere i n no vray threatening the s e c u r i t y 
o f Thailand and. the three c o u n t r i e s of Indo-China vrere prepared-to study a.ny 
proposal aimed at s t a b i l i z i n g the situat.lon along the border betvreen Kampuchea 
and Thailand on the b a s i s of mutual respect f o r the independence, sovereignty and 
t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y of each country. They vrere also v / i l l i n g to consider any 
question-of common i n t e r e s t v/ith Thailand, d i r e c t l y o r i n d i r e c t l y , v/ithout those 
contacts being linked, to any mutual r e c o g n i t i o n , v/hether de_facto or de jure of 
the s i t u a t i o n . A p a r t i a l v/ithdrav/al of the Vietnamese troops from Kampuchea could 
be decided upon i n the l i g h t o f such contacts. L a s t l y , the three c o u n t r i e s of 
Indo-China once more approved the proposa.! of the People's Republic of Kampuchea 
concerning the establishment of a d e m i l i t a r i z e d zone und-er i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n t r o l 
betv/een Kampuchea and Thailand. 

47. To demand the immediate v/ithdrav/al of the Vietnamese troops from Kampuchea 
v/ould be tantamount to i g n o r i n g the s i t u a t i o n and l e a v i n g the f i e l d open to China 
and the United S t a t e s , vrhich, v/ith the c o m p l i c i t y of c e r t a i n ASiCAN c o u n t r i e s , 
vranted to reimpose the genocidal P o l Pot régi-me v/hile preventing the Kampuchean 
people from defending themselves. That v/ould also amount to r e c o g n i z i n g that 
China vras e n t i t l e d to engage i n aggression and i n t e r v e n t i o n against the c o u n t r i e s 
of Indo-China. Accord.ing to an a r t i c l e p u b l i s h e d on I3 February I98I i n the F a r East 
Economic Review, vihich'could h a r d l y be accused o f pro-Vietnamese sympathies, the 
Kampucheans themselves hoped that the Vietnamese vrould remain i n Kampiichea as long 
as there vras s t i l l a r e a l danger" of a r e t u r n of the bloody régime of the Red IChmers.. 
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4 8 . Since January 1979» the Kampuchean people had regained c o n t r o l over i t s 
d e s t i n y , and that people, having emerged from the h e l l of genocide, was e x p e r i e n c i n g 
a renascence. In that connection, he r e f e r r e d the members of the Commission to the 
telegram addressed t o the Secretary-General by the V i c e - P r e s i d e n t of the C o u n c i l of 
M i n i s t e r s and M i n i s t e r f o r F o r e i g n A f f a i r s o f the People's Republic of Kampuchea 
(E/CN.4/1982/13) on the subject of the economic and s o c i a l progress made i n 
Kampuchea during the past three years. Those spec t a c u l a r improvements were 
corroborated by a j o i n t communiqué of UNICEF and ICRC of December 1980. The 
democratic general e l e c t i o n s of May 1981 showed the people's confidence i n populax 
power and i t s determination to r e j e c t once and f o r a l l P o l Pot and those who had 
preceded him. The r a p i d renascence of the Kampuchean people and the c o n s o l i d a t i o n 
o f the People's Republic were undeniable f a c t s , which put paid to a l l the a l l e g a t i o n s 
of h o s t i l e propaganda. 

49- His d e l e g a t i o n supported the p o s i t i o n of the People's Republic of Kampuchea 
concerning that country's r e p r e s e n t a t i o n i n the work of the Commission on Human 
R i g h t s , as st a t e d i n the message of the V i c e - P r e s i d e n t of the C o u n c i l of M i n i s t e r s 
and the M i n i s t e r f o r Foreign A f f a i r s dated 27 January. According to that message, 
i t was an i n s u l t to i n t e r n a t i o n a l p u b l i c o p i n i o n and a dishonour to the United Nations 
and the Commission on H-uman Rig h t s to admit to the current session the c r i m i n a l 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s - who had been convicted by the People's Court of Phnom Penh - of a 
Government which had s y s t e m a t i c a l l y v i o l a t e d the most elementary htiman r i g h t s . 
Since "Democratic Kampuchea" had n e i t h e r t e r r i t o r y nor p o p u l a t i o n , i t represented 
only a gang of c r i m i n a l s manipulated by e x p a n s i o n i s t s and i m p e r i a l i s t s to reimpose 
the genocidal régime on the Kampuchean people. 

5 0 . In that connection, h i s d e l e g a t i o n c a t e g o r i c a l l y r e j e c t e d the slanderous 
a l l e g a t i o n s on the matter by the delegations of China, the United S t a t e s , the 
P h i l i p p i n e s , Canada, P a k i s t a n , Japan, A u s t r a l i a and A u s t r i a and, as an example, 
concerning the use of chemical weapons i n Kampuchea. I t was as r i d i c u l o u s as i t 
was s i n i s t e r to see those who had massacred one m i l l i o n Kampucheans under the 
régime of Long N o l , or were r e s p o n s i b l e f o r three m i l l i o n deaths i n the time of 
P o l Pot, shedding t e a r s at the current l o t of the Kampucheans who had escaped the 
carnage. There.was no way that the machinations of the United States and China 
could be whitewashed. One would be e n t i t l e d to ask a l l these c o u n t r i e s on whose 
side they had been during the war of aggression of the United States i n V i e t Nam, 
i n Laos and i n Cambodiai' to ask them whether they had supported the r e s i s t a n c e 
movements i n those c o u n t r i e s when they were s t r u g g l i n g f o r t h e i r independence and 
whether they had even once r a i s e d t h e i r v oices against the b a r b a r i t y of the 
aggression of the United States i n Indo-China. 

51 . In c o n c l u s i o n , h i s d e l e g a t i o n hoped that the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of those 
Member States which were anxious to defend law and j u s t i c e would encourage the 
renascence of the Kampuchean people and would vote against d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n 
E/CN.4/1982/L.2, introduced by the P h i l i p p i n e s , which, under the pretext of 
r e s p e c t i n g the Kampuchean people's r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , was designed to 
oppose i t . 
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52. The CH&IRM&ÏÏ gave the f l o o r to the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the German Democratic 
Republic under r u l e 69 of the Commission's Rules of Procedure. 

53. Mr. FRAMEAGH (German Democratic Republic) s a i d t h a t , on a number of occasions 
h i s country-had already described i t s p o s i t i o n w i t h regard, t o the r i g h t to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n of a l l peoples. Since peace and detente were the most 
favourable c o n d i t i o n s f o r the l i b e r a t i o n of oppressed peoples, h i s Government 
was working a c t i v e l y t o ' c o n s o l i d a t e the foundations of a peaceful co-operation 
among peoples and'States. The f i r s t o b j e c t i v e of i t s f o r e i g n p o l i c y was to 
supply a s s i s t a n c e to the peoples s t r u g g l i n g f o r t h e i r l i b e r a t i o n , since tha.t 
s o l i d a r i t y was a question r o t of t a c t i c s but of p r i n c i p l e . F a i t h f u l to.-.the 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y t r a d i t i o n s ' o f the working c l a s s moveme-t, h i s country respected 
the p r i n c i p l e o f the sovereignty of peoples a.rd supported t h e i r s t r u g g l e s f o r 
independence and ' s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . The negotiatio-:'s which i t had ca.rried out 
over the years i n L i b y a , Angola, Zambia, Mozambique and E t h i o p i a , as w e l l as the 
d i s c u s s i o n s i n which i t had participa.ted at OAïï hea.dquarters t e s t i f i e d to the f i r m 
bonds v/hich a s s o c i a t e d i t v/ith the s t r u g g l e o f the A f r i c a n peoples. The trea.ties 
of f r i e n d s h i p and co-operation which i t ha,d concluded v/ith Angola., Mozambique, 
Ethiopia, and the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen provided that the 
s i g n a t o r i e s undertook to do everything i n t h e i r power to ensure respect f o r the 
Decla.ration on the Granting of Independence to C o l o n i a l Countries and Peoples and 
r e a f f i r m e d the support given by the Germa.n Democratic Republic t o a l l peoples 
s t r u g g l i n g f o r t h e i r freedom, independence and sovereignty and f o r s o c i a l progress. 

54. H i s Government had already s t a t e d i t s p o s i t i o n on the question of Afghanistan 
on 17 November I98I d u r i n g the t h i r t y - s i x t h session of the Genei-al Assembly. . I t 
v/as based on the f o l l o v / i n g p r i n c i p l e s ; every proposal f o r a c o n s t r u c t i v e settlement 
had to be c o n s i s t e n t w i t h the purposes and p r i n c i p l e s , o f the United Nations C h a r t e r ; 
the Afghan people v/a.s e n t i t l e d t o f r e e I t s e l f from the cha.ins of imperia.lism and 
c o l o n i a l oppression a.nd to tjry to achieve i t s independence; the Democratic Republic 
of Afghanista.n, v/hich was based on the implementation of 'the r i g h t of the Afghan 
people to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , wa.s e n t i t l e d to have i t s sovereignty recognized and 
respected; Afghanistan, l i k e a.-ny other Sta'te, had the r i g h t to defend i t s 
democratic achievements and i t s sta,tus as a non-aligned country and to r e c e i v e the 
support of other States i n i t s s t r u g g l e against i m p e r i a l i s t subversion, aggression 
a.rd domination. The undeclared v/ar being waged against the Dem.ocratic Republic 
of Afghanista,r, as v / e l l as a , l l other forms of i n t e r v e n t i o n i n i t s i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s , 
v/ere contrary to i n t e r n a t i o n a . l lav/ and should be stopped.. 

55» The Afghan s i t u a t i o n ca.lled f o r negotia.tions betv/een the Democratic Republic 
of Afghanistan and the neighbouring Sta.tes, on the vu-^derstanding that the 
Government of the Democra.tic Republic of Afghanista.n v/as 'the l e g i t i m a t e 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the country's i-'-^teregts. 
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56. Tho German Democratic Republic had s t a t e d i t s p o s i t i o n viith regard to the 
question of Kampuchea at some length on 28 October I 9 8 1 , during the t h i r t y - s i x t h 
s e s s i o n of the General Assembly. His d e l e g a t i o n wished to r e a f f i r m t h a t nobody had 
the r i g h t to i n t e r f e r e i n the i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s of the sovereign,State of Kampuchea 
f o r the purpose o f reimposing a hated régime on i t s people. I t t h e r e f o r e r e j e c t e d 
any attempt made under the pretext of n e u t r a l i z a t i o n or the withdrawal of f o r e i g n 
troops to d i s t u r b the t r a d i t i o n a l f r i e n d s h i p and co-operation p r e v a i l i n g among the 
three c o u n t r i e s of Indo-China, 

57 ' A f t e r decades of s t r u g g l e against i m p e r i a l i s m and hegemonism, and then a.gainst 
the régime propped up by f o r e i g n Pov/ers, i t - w o u l d be unthinkable t h a t the Pol Pot 
régime, which was g u i l t y of d e t e s t a b l e a c t s of genocide, should bo allowed to r e t u r n . 
Any d e c i s i o n which might be adopted by any o r g a n i z a t i o n whatsoever concerning the 
i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s of the People's Republic of Kampuchea was to be regarded as n u l l 
and v o i d . 

58. C e r t a i n Powers were t r y i n g to make the r e s t o r a t i o n of the hated régime a 
p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r peace and s e c u r i t y i n South-East A s i a , but i t would be a complete 
waste of time and a dangerous i l l u s i o n to t h i n k that the v i c t o r y of the i m p e r i a l i s t 
and hegemonist f o r c e s would represent any progress towards peace, s e c u r i t y and 
s t a b i l i t y i n the r e g i o n . The n o r m a l i z a t i o n of p o l i t i c a l , economic and c u l t u r a l 
l i f e , which had been evident i n the People's Republic of Kampuchea f o r three years, 
posed no t h r e a t to the peace, s t a b i l i t y and s e c u r i t y of Indo-China. 

59- Concerning the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n of the German people mentioned at 
the previous meeting by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the Federal Republic of Germany, h i s 
own d e l e g a t i o n d i d not intend to comment as to whether or not the people of the 
Federal Republic of Germany had e x e r c i s e d that r i g h t . As f a r as the people of the 
German Democratic Republic was concerned, i t had e x e r c i s e d t h a t r i g h t by i r r e v o c a b l y 
opting f o r s o c i a l i s m . In that connection, he r e c a p i t u l a t e d what the M i n i s t e r f o r 
Foreign A f f a i r s of the German Democratic Republic had s t a t e d to the General Assembly 
on 25 September 1981 : s e c u r i t y i n Europe c a l l e d f o r a reasonable r e l a t i o n s h i p between 
the two German Stat e s ; peaceful co-existence alone could provide the b a s i s t h e r e f o r ; 
ideas that were u n r e a l i s t i c and incompatible w i t h i n t e r n a t i . - n a l law were not h e l p f u l 
to a good-neighbour r e l a t i o n s h i p ; on the c o n t r a r y , they v/ere bound to encourage the 
p a r t i s a n s of revenge and r i g h t - w i n g e x t r e m i s t s to poison the atmosphere and to put 
o b s t a c l e s i n the way of the normal r e l a t i o n s h i p that v/as needed. 

6 0 . Mr. KIS (Observer f o r Hungary) s a i d t h a t , i n h i s delegation's view, the r i g h t 
of peoples to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i n c l u d e d the r i g h t of peoples not only to f i g h t f o r 
t h e i r freedom but a l s o to choose t h e i r s o c i a l system and v/here to o b t a i n help and 
a s s i s t a n c e . I t was on the b a s i s of t h a t p r i n c i p l e and under a v a l i d b i l a t e r a l 
t r e a t y concluded with the Soviet Union t h a t the Government of Afghanistan had asked 
f o r m i l i t a r y and economic a s s i s t a n c e from the USSR to defend the achievements of 
the Afghan r e v o l u t i o n and the independence of the country. 
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61 . In h i s Government's opi n i o n j the People's Republic of Kampuchea vras the s o l e 
and l e g i t i m a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the people of Ka..ipuchea= Under the l e a d e r s h i p 
of i t s l a v i f u l Government and thanks to the m i l i t a n t s o l i d a r i t y of the S o c i a l i s t 
Republic of V i e t Nara, the Kampuchean people was endeavouring to remove the t r a c e s 
l e f t by the h o r r i b l e crimes of the Pol Pot régime and to r e v i v e the s o c i a l , 
p o l i t i c a l and economic l i f e of the country. The Hungarian People's Republic, 
which maintained c l o s e r e l a t i o n s with th3 People's Republic of Kampuchea, was 
doing i t s utmost to help the Kampuchean people to e s t a b l i s h a p e a c e f u l , independent 
and democratic S t a t e , embarked upon the road to s o c i a l i s m . I t vrould do everything 
i n i t s pov/er to ensure that the People's Republic of Kampuchea was able to occupy 
i t s r i g h t f u l seat i n the United Hâtions, 

6 2 . Mr. TË SUN HOA (Observer f o r Democratic Kampuchea) s a i d that the r i g h t of 
peoples to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n v/as being v i o l a t e d i n an i n c r e a s i n g number of c o u n t r i 
more p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the small c o u n t r i e s . That was undoubtedly one of the reasons 
why the Commission, over the years, had been devoting more and more of i t s 
a t t e n t i o n and means to that problem. 

6 3 . In Kampuchea, the S o c i a l i s t ñüpublic of V i e t Nan was v i o l a t i n g the r i g h t of 
the Kampuchean people to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , thus threa t e n i n g i t s w e l l - b e i n g , i t s 
economic and c u l t u r a l development and i t s very s u r v i v a l . The i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community - p a r t i c u l a r l y the Commission, tho Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l and the 
General Assembly - had not f a i l e d to condemn t h j Vietnamese p o l i c y of aggression 
and expansion which was s e r v i n g the s t r a t e g i c ambitions of the Soviet Union i n 
South'i-East A s i a and to c a l l f o r i t s immediate c e s s a t i o n . I t vra.s a f a c t that 
Viet;Nam, through i t s occupation army of 250,000 men, v/as engaging i n a c t s of 
genocide i n Kampuchea, was plundering thvi Khmer economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l 
resources, v/as s t a r v i n g the population and, v/orsc s t i l l , was using banned chemical 
woapons against i t . By r e s o r t i n g to low machinations, i t v/as even going so f a r 
as to t r y to usurp the seat of Democratic Kampuchea i n the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, 

64. I t v/as important that the Couimission should examine the d a i l y p r a c t i c e s by 
which the aggressor v/as opposing the w i l l to independence of the Kampuchean people. 
In that connection, he drew the Counission's a t t e n t i o n to s i x documents which h i s 
de l e g a t i o n had submitted to the Commission (E/CN.4/14/7 and Add.l, 1487, 1498; 
E/CN,4/1982/3 and 6 ) , three of which d e a l t with the use of chemical \/ааропз. 

6 5 . Those chemical v/eapons were produced and supplied by the Government of the 
Soviet UniijH to V i e t Nam, which v/as using them i n three ways: f i r i n g heavy 
a r t i l l e r y s h e l l s c o n t a i n i n g poison gases; s c a t t e r i n g chemicals from the a i r ; an "I 
poisoning water sources. Between 1979 and 19o0, the t a r g e t areas had been areas 
s i t u a t e d i n o u t l y i n g parts of the country f a r froii i populated centres ; but c h o a i c a l 
warfare v/as c u r r e n t l y i n c r e a s i n g i n scope and the Vietnamese aruy was a t t a c k i n g 
b u i l t - u p areas themselves. Moreover, new methods v/are being used: VietnamesQ 
agents, operating i n markets and r u r a l c e n t r e s , wore spreading deadly substances 
over f o o d s t u f f s ; another method c o n s i s t e d of g i v i n g f a l s e medicines to h o s p i t a l 
p a t i e n t s , As a r e s u l t , i n the f i r s t 10 months of I 9 8 I , 942 persons had died and 
157 had been s e r i o u s l y poisoned. The number of v i c t i m s f o r the l a s t two months 
of 1981 had not yet been d e f i n i t e l y detorminod. 
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66. I f the Vietnamese army vras u s i n g those harharous and expensive vreapons i n 
Kampuchea, although i t possessed an impressive a r s e n a l of conventional Soviet 
vreapons, i t .was because, i t v a s h o p e l e s s l y short of resources i n the face o f the 
determination of the Kampuchean people to defend i t s f a t h e r l a n d and i t s s u r v i v a l . 
Since the end of the r a i n y season i n 1981, the Vietnamese army had l o s t the f i g h t i n g 
i n i t i a t i v e i n the f i e l d and had been unable to c a r r y out any l a r g e - s c a l e o f f e n s i v e . 
I t had been s t r a t e g i c a l l y defeated, vrhile the n a t i o n a l army and the g u e r r i l l a f i g h t e r s 
of Democratic Kampuchea vrere i n c r e a s i n g i n numbers and i n e f f i c i e n c y . At the p o l i t i c a l 
l e v e l , the Vietnamese occupying f o r c e s had never been able to vr.in over the Kampuchean 
po p u l a t i o n , , L a s t l y , at the i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l , the vrorld, i n f u l l awareness of the 
s i t u a t i o n , vras g i v i n g a c t i v e and i n c r e a s i n g support to the struggle f o r n a t i o n a l 
s u r v i v a l vraged by the people and the Government of Democratic Kampuchea and vras 
e x e r t i n g i n c r e a s i n g l y strong and concerted pressure against V i e t Nam to withdrav-r 
a l l i t s troops from Kampuchea, i n conformity w i t h the r e l e v a n t r e s o l u t i o n s of the . 
General Assembly and the D e c l a r a t i o n of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Conference on Kampuchea, 

67. H i s d e l e g a t i o n vrished to dravr the Commission's a t t e n t i o n to another aspect of . 
the problem. I t vras being s a i d that a i d should be given to V i e t Nam i n order to 
l u r e i t away from Soviet i n f l u e n c e and b r i n g i t back to the r i g h t t r a c k . That 
o p i n i o n was not o n l y mistaken but even dangerous, V i e t Nam had already r e c e i v e d 
considerable a s s i s t a n c e from the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community and, i f i t s t i l l had an 
urgent need f o r a i d , that vras because, i n s t e a d of using i t s a v a i l a b l e resources to 
r e b u i l d the country, i t had m o b i l i z e d them f o r the purpose of b u i l d i n g an army able 
to c a r r y out i t s . p o l i c y o f expansion throughout the vrhole o f South East A s i a , 
beginning Viith Kampuchea and Laos. Every d o l l a r given to the Vietnamese a u t h o r i t i e s 
vrould make them more arrogant, vrould f u r t h e r prolong the s u f f e r i n g s of the people 
under t h e i r occupation and vrould do nothing at a l l to make them respect the r i g h t 
of peoples to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

68. Under the l e a d e r s h i p of the Government o f Democratic Kampuchea, the people of 
Kampuchea vras determined to ca,rry on the struggle f o r i t s n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n to the 
b i t t e r end. The Commission should s t r o n g l y support i t s j u s t cause and solemnly 
r e a f f i r m that the . Kampu che an people,,- l i k e a l l the peoples of the vrorld, should 
e x e r c i s e i t s i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t to l i v e i n freedom and independence, i n t e r r i t o r i a l 
i n t e g r i t y and safe from a l l e x t e r n a l i n t e r f e r e n c e - i n other vrords, to e x e r c i s e i t s 
r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . I t should condemn V i e t Nam f o r continuing i t s vrar of 
aggression and f o r using chemical vreapons, as vrell a.s f o r i t s r e f u s a l to implement 
the r e l e v a n t r e s o l u t i o n s of the General Assembly. I t should r e i t e r a t e i t s appeal 
f o r the immediate vrithdravral of a l l Vietnamese f o r c e s from Kampuchea. 

69. Mr. GUNA-KASEM (Observer f o r Thailand) s a i d that he vras deeply concerned at 
the v i o l a t i o n of human r i g h t s i n Kampuchea, i n c l u d i n g the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 
The c o n t i n u a t i o n of the i l l e g a l f o r e i g n occupation i n Kampuchea and the employment 
of chemical vireapons vrere s e r i o u s l y threatening i n t e i - n a t i o n a l peace and s e c u r i t y , the 
more so because the- occupying f o r c e s vrere engaging i n d e l i b e r a t e a c t s of aggression 
and i n t i m i d a t i o n against neighbouring c o u n t r i e s , i n c l u d i n g Thailand. Moreover, the 
s i t u a t i o n was g i v i n g r i s e to an outflow of j?efugees, unprecedented i n the h i s t o r y 
of South-East A s i a , thus p l a c i n g an a d d i t i o n a l burden on the c o u n t r i e s of f i r s t 
asylum a,nd on the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community as a vrhole. The aggressors had even gone 
so faz^ as to d i v e r t i n t e r n a t i o n a l food a i d intended f o r the s t a r v i n g c i t i z e n s of 
Kampuchea and to commit s a c r i l e g i o u s a c t s against the c u l t u r a l t r e a s u r e s of 
Kampuchea, such as the temple of Angkor Vat. 

70. In the face of that s i t u a t i o n , h i s Government had adopted a c o n s i s t e n t p o l i c y 
based on humanitarian c o n s i d e r a t i o n s and on the need to safeguard the country's 
n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y and l e g i t i m a t e n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t s . The c o u n t r i e s members of the 
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A s s o c i a t i o n o f South East A s i a n Nations (ASEAN) hoped that peace would be r e s t o r e d 
i n an independent and n e u t r a l Kampuchea f r e e d from f o r e i g n domination. Consequently, 
they were g r a t i f i e d by the hol d i n g of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Conference on Kampuchea, 
vjhich represented a s i g n i f i c a n t step forv/ard i n the search f o r an o v e r - a l l p o l i t i c a l 
s o l u t i o n to the Kampuchea problem which irould encourage peace and s t a b i l i t y i n 
South-East A s i a . A l l f o r e i g n f o r c e s should immediatelj'- be withdrawn from Kampuchea 
so that the Kampucheans could e x e r c i s e t h e i r r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i n free 
e l e c t i o n s under the s u p e r v i s i o n of the United Nations. Eor that reason, h i s 
del e g a t i o n had become a sponsor of d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E / C N . 4 / 1 9 3 2 / L . 2 . 

71. The s i t u a t i o n i n Afghanistan, which vras t h r e a t e n i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and 
s e c u r i t y , vras another example of the v i o l a t i o n of the fundamental r i g h t to s e l f -
determination. The m i l i t a r y inva.sion of that country by a super-Power vras a c l e a r 
v i o l a t i o n of the b a s i c p r i n c i p l e s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l lavr, p a r t i c u l a r l y those of 
non-interference i n a State's i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s and o f the p r o h i b i t i o n of the use 
o f for c e i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s . I t vras deplorable that the USSR, in s t e a d of 
heeding the appeals made to i t by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community to vrithdravr i t s troops 
from Afghanistan and allow the Afghan people to determine i t s future f r e e from 
f o r e i g n i n t e r v e n t i o n o r coercion of any k i n d , had increased the numbers of i t s 
occupation f o r c e s . I t was i n response to that s i t u a t i o n that h i s delegation had 
become a sponsor o f d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN . 4/1982/L.I6. 

The meeting rose at 1.5 p.m. 




