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The meeting was c a l l e d t o order at 1 0 . 2 5 a.m. 

THE RIGHT OF PEOPLES TO SELP-DETEïïCCÏÏATIOH MD ITS APPLICATIOH TO PEOPLES ШШЕН 
COLOÏÏIAL OR ALIEN DOfflNACION OR FOREIGN OCCUPATION (agenda item .9) (continued) 
(E/CN.4/1477 and Add.l, I 4 8 7 , 1491, 1 4 9 8 ; E/CN .4/1982/3, 6 , 7, 9-I45 
E/CN.4/1982/L.2, L . I 6 5 E/CN.4/1982/NGO/15) 

1 . I'lr, HAIŒZII'IANA (Rv/anda) s a i d that the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n vras the b a s i c 
p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r the e x e r c i s e of other human r i g h t s . So l o n g as f o r e i g n occupation, 
c o l o n i a l i s m , a p a r t h e i d and r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n e x i s t e d the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community 
must condemn them and help the v i c t i m i z e d peoples t o r e g a i n t h e i r freedom. 

2 . His country had repeatedly expressed i t s support f o r the j u s t cause of the 
Sahravji people, vrhich v/as f i g h t i n g f o r i t s s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and independence i n 
accordance w i t h the Charter of the United Nations, the Charter of OAU and the 
o b j e c t i v e s o f General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 1514 (XV). : N e g o t i a t i o n vras the o n l y v-ray 
t o j u s t and l a s t i n g peace i n that part of A f r i c a . Respect f o r a c e a s e - f i r e betvreen 
the p a r t i e s concerned and the o r g a n i z a t i o n of a referendum i n Western Sahaxa vrere 
the e s s e n t i a l p r e r e q u i s i t e s t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n f o r the Sahravri people. His 
country vrould continue t o support the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, and i n p a r t i c u l a r 
OAU and i t s Implementation'Committee on Western Sallara, i n t h e i r e f f o r t s t o enable 
the Sahrav-ri people t o r e g a i n i t s independence. 

3 . The r i g h t of the peoples of s o u t h e r n 'A f r i c a and Namibia tû... s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
and independence s t i l l h e l d the a t t e n t i o n of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, but a l l 
the e f f o r t s made so f a r to secure respect f o r t h a t r i g h t had been f r u i t l e s s . 

4. I t was di s c o u r a g i n g t o f i n d that the many r e p o r t s on the s i t u a t i o n i n 
southern A f r i c a , the I s r a e l i - o c c u p i e d Arab t e r r i t o r i e s and many other regions 
described extremely harsh v i o l a t i o n s of human'rights, i n c l u d i n g the r i g h t t o ' ' 
l i f e , the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n aiid the r i g h t t o development. Some people 
found p r e t e x t s f o r c l a i m i n g pre-eminence f o r t h e i r race o r opinio n s , vrhich o f t e n 
l e d t o the systematic e l i m i n a t i o n of t h e i r l i k e . Such vras the case under the 
apartheid regime i n southern A f r i c a and the Z i o n i s t regime of I s r a e l i n the 
occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s . 

5. Although the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community sought u n c e a s i n g l y t o put an end t o 
v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s throughout the víorld, i t had t o be acknovrledged that 
the steps taken d i d not alvrays produce the expected impact. The apa r t h e i d p o l i c y 
went on i n southern A f r i c a d e s p i t e the r e s o l u t i o n s of the S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , and 
•Israel- -ref-used-t-0- -v/itl'ida?aw••-fî'Gffi-t-he• oocupied-Arab- •territo - r i e ' & - . - The-Director-.of. 
the D i v i s i o n of Ĥ uman R i g h t s , i n h i s i n t r o d u c t o r y statement, had r e f e r r e d t o the 
human r i g h t s s i t u a t i o n i n southern A f r i c a and.in.other coun'fcries as alarming. The 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of SV/APO too had spoken of. a t r o ' c i t i e s committed i n southern A f r i c a 
and Namibia and thé Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts.had described i n i t s report' 
(E/CN .4/1485) the i n j u s t i c e s infli^cted.'on ;the'.black pop-Ulation of the r e g i o n , and 
i n p a r t i c u l a r on vromen and children.-- • A- revealing- invento-ry- of-acts--;-:pf .-barbarism 
committed by the r a c i s t a p a r t h e i d régime had alr e a d y been made and the repor-fes on 
the subject w e r e • a v a i l a b l e - t o ^ a l l . I t should be made c l e a r that -the r a c i s t P r e t o r i a 



E/CN.4/1982/SR .26 
page 3 

régime intended-, i t s "B.antu homelands" p o l i c y t o be t a l r e h a s k n i n d i c a t i o n of i t s 
respect f o r the, r i g h t of peoples t o self-determination', whereas' everyone knew-' 
p e r f e c t l y well: that the a l l e g e d l y independent pop-ulations were s a t e l l i t e s of the' 
apartheid régime and could not s'urvive without i t s assista,nce, 

6. The South A f r i c a n régime d i d riot, h e s i t a t e t o attack' ,neighbouring independent 
States such as Angola. I t s murderous? a t t a c k s against'refugee cajnps needed no'' 
.comment. The r a c i s t a p a r theid regime" was condemned by the whole i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community. I t s u r v i v e d s o l e l y because of the co-operation of c e r t a i n States Members 
of the 'United Nations which acted through t r a n s n a t i o n a l corporations and i n contempt 
of United. Nations d e c i s i o n s , concerned f o r nothing bxA t h e i r s t r a t e g i c or economic 
i n t e r e s t s , .'Without t h e i r ,a.ssistance the r a c i s t régime could not pursue i t s p o l i c y 
of oppression. A l l Stat es. Members should comply v i i t h the measures adop-ted'by'the 
United Nations, i n c l u d i n g economic sanc t i o n s , so as t o b r i n g the c r i s i s of • 
southern A f r i c a t o a f i n a l s o l u t i o n . His country hoped that the Second World 
Conference t o Combat Racism and Racia,l D i s c r i m i n a t i o n v/ould mark a s i g n i f i c a n t ' 
adviin.ce i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n , 

7. The s i t u a t i o n i n t h e I s r a e l i - o c c u . p i e d Arab t e r r i t o r i e s c l o s e l y resembled the 
p r a c t i c e s of the apartheid régime i n southern A f r i c a , The a c t i v i t i e s of the Z i o n i s t 
e n t i t y in,those t e r r i t o r i e s vrere f a r from conforming t o t h e ^ r i g h t s l a i d dov/n i n the 
Charter and inherent ,,In i n t e r n a t i o n a l m o r a l i t y . His d e l e g a t i o n condemned I s r a e l ' s 
Z i o n i s t p o l i c y i n the occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s , incl.uding P a l e s t i n e , and the 
f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s perpetrated t h e r e . 

8. His-country, i n the U n i t e d Nations, OAU and other i n t e r n a t i o n a l , bodies, had 
never . f a i l e d t o support the cause of peoples s t i l l subjected to злу k i n d of 
domination. As the P r e s i d e n t of the Rv/andese Republic had s a i d t o the 
United Nations Secretary-General i n September 1980, Rv/anda supported unreservedly 
any i n i t i a t i v e by the U n i t e d Nations t o secure the u n i v e r s a l e x e r c i s e of human 
r i g h t s , i n the quest f o r peace and good r e l a t i o n s betv/een n a t i o n s . 

9. A j u s t and e q u i t a b l e s o l u t i o n must be found t o the problem of the Middle E a s t , 
That e n t a i l e d th;; u n c o n d i t i o n a l v/ithdravfa.l of Z i o n i s t troops from the Arab 
t e r r i t o r i e s occupieô. s i n c e 19б7 and. f u l l respect f o r the i n a l i e n a b l e nàtiona.l 
r i g h t s of the P a l e s t i n i a n people, i n c l u d i n g i t s r i g h t to ha.ve i t s ov/n S t a t e . I n 
Rv/anda's o p i n i o n the Palestip.e L i b e r a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n should be c l o s e l y a s s o c i a t e d 
v/ith the search f o r a s o l u t i o n . U n t i l the Midd-le East problem v/as s e t t l e d , h i s 
country v/ould continue t o do a l l i t cou.ld to help the P a l e s t i n i a n people r e g a i n 
i t s l e g i t i m a t e , r i g h t t o independence and self-d.etermination. I t t h e r e f o r e supported 
d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n s E/CN.4/198.2/L.3, L.4 and L.6; t h e i r adoption v/ould c o n t r i b u t e t o 
a. j u s t a.nd equita.ble s o l u t i o n . As one r e p r e s e n t a t i v e had s a i d , the mere existence 
of the P a l e s t i n i a n people j u s t i f i e d i t s r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and i t s r i g h t 
to have i t s ov.n sovereign S t a t e . 

10. I l r . FURSLAND (United. Kingdom) s a i d that he had already r e f e r r e d t o the problems 
of southern A f r i c a i n the d i s c u s s i o n on agenda items 6, 7, l6,and 18, but he welcomed 
the opportunity t o s t a t e tha.t the p a r t i c i p a , t i o n of Zimbabv/e i n the vrork of the 
Commission vras encouraging f o r the f u t u r e . 
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11 . The occupation of Afghanistan continued to be of deep concern to the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. The immediate withdrawal of f o r e i g n troops from 
Afghanistan had been c a l l e d f o r not only by the Comraission and the General Assembly 
but r e c e n t l y by the I s l a m i c Heads of State and the M i n i s t e r s f o r Foreign A f f a i r s of 
the non-aligned c o u n t r i e s as well.The i n v a s i o n of Afghanistan was a naked 
v i o l a t i o n of that country's sovereignty and t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y , of the Charter . 
of the United Nations, of a r t i c l e 1 of the two I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenants on Human 
Rights and of the p r i n c i p l e s of c o e x i s t e n c e . F i r s t and foremost i t was a v i o l a t i o n 
of the r i g h t s of the Afghans, who were f l e e i n g t h e i r country i n hundreds of thousands. 
The i n v a s i o n of Afghanistan had g r a v e l y damaged the c l i m a t e of i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r u s t . 

12. I t was r e g r e t t a b l e t h a t the proposals made i n 1 9 8 I by the 10 members of the 
European Community towards a p o l i t i c a l settlement of the Afghan problem had not been 
taken up. I t was to be hoped t h a t a l l p a r t i e s concerned would look at them again i n 
the i n t e r e s t of r e s t o r i n g to the Afghan people i t s r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . His 
d e l e g a t i o n supported d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN.4/1982/L.16. 

13. The Cambodian people too was being denied i t s r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n by 
occupying f o r c e s . His country held no b r i e f f o r the previous régime, whose record, 
i t had revealed to the Commission i n 1978 and 1979- The f a c t that the Cambodian 
people had s u f f e r e d under one régime d i d not however mean th a t i t should be l e f t to 
s u f f e r under the next. The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community had repeatedly demanded the 
withdrawal of f o r e i g n troops from Kampuchea, i n p a r t i c u l a r i n the D e c l a r a t i o n of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Conference on Kampuchea, held i n New York i n J u l y I 9 8 I . The Cambodian 
people, l i k e a l l other peoples, had the r i g h t to determine i t s own p o l i t i c a l s t a t u s 
and f u t u r e development, i n accordance w i t h a r t i c l e 1 of the two I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Covenants. In 1981 the Commission had pointed out that the presence of f o r e i g n 
troops i n Cambodia was a primary v i o l a t i o n of t h a t r i g h t . His delegation.supported 
d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CN.4/1982/L.2. 

14. I t was e s s e n t i a l too to b r i n g peace to the Middle East by s e t t l i n g the 
P a l e s t i n i a n i s s u e . In the Venice D e c l a r a t i o n of 15 June I98O the members of the 
European. Community had set out two fundamental p r i n c i p l e s f o r a peaceful 
settlement: the r i g h t to existence and s e c u r i t y of a l l States i n the r e g i o n , 
i n c l u d i n g I s r a e l , and j u s t i c e f o r a l l the peoples of the area. That i m p l i e d 
r e c o g n i t i o n of the l e g i t i m a t e r i g h t s of the P a l e s t i n i a n people. As h i s country's 
Prime M i n i s t e r had s t r e s s e d , i f r i g h t s were demanded f o r one country and people they 
must be accorded to other c o u n t r i e s and peoples. The Venice D e c l a r a t i o n made i t 
c l e a r that the P a l e s t i n i a n people must be enabled t o e x e r c i s e i t s r i g h t to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and that I s r a e l must withdraw from the t e r r i t o r i e s occupied 
s i n c e 1967. The 10 members of the European Community r e g r e t t e d t h a t the s i t u a t i o n 
had been aggravated by I s r a e l ' s i l l e g a l settlement p o l i c y i n thg occupied 
t e r r i t o r i e s and the extension of i t s j u r i s d i c t i o n to occupied t e r r i t o r i e s i n the 
Golan Heights. 

15. I t was f o r a l l the p a r t i e s concerned to negotiate a settlement themselves, bpt 
the c o u n t r i e s of the European Community would continue t h e i r endeavour to c o n t r i b u t e 
to i t . In i t s report t o the General Assembly, the Committee on the E x e r c i s e of 
the I n a l i e n a b l e Rights of the P a l e s t i n i a n People had noted the Community's e f f o r t s 
w i t h a p p r e c i a t i o n . 
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16. L a s t l y , with regard to h i s country's few remaining dependent T e r r i t o r i e s , 
i t must be understood t h a t while encouragement and support víere due to peoples 
seeking t h e i r independence, the wishes of the population were paramount. That was 
the r e a l meaning of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

17. • Refusal to recognize the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n aggravated i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
tension and so threatened the s e c u r i t y of a l l . A l l c o u n t r i e s had a strong i n t e r e s t 
i n maintaining t h e i r n a t i o n a l i n t e g r i t y against f o r e i g n m i l i t a r y i n t e r v e n t i o n and 
occupation. I f the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community allowed the r i g h t t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
to be f l o u t e d , i t would f i n d i t more d i f f i c u l t to r e s i s t such v i o l a t i o n s i n the 
future." There were major d i f f e r e n c e s i n the h i s t o r i c a l circumstances which had l e d 
to the s i t u a t i o n s i n Afghanistan, Cambodia, P a l e s t i n e and southern A f r i c a , but 
peoples i n a l l those areas were being deprived of t h e i r fundamental r i g h t s . The 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l community had an o b l i g a t i o n to do i t s utmost to enable them to 
determine t h e i r own f u t u r e . His country would work r e s o l u t e l y to achieve t h a t . 

18. Mrs. GU Y i j i e (China) s a i d that the r i g h t of peoples to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was 
the p r e r e q u i s i t e of and guarantee f o r a l l other human r i g h t s . I t was the essence 
of contemporary i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s , and a l l peoples should be able to determine 
t h e i r p o l i t i c a l , economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l f u t u r e . That u n i v e r s a l l y recognized 
r i g h t was f r e q u e n t l y v i o l a t e d , however, and the c o u n t r i e s and peoples t h a t had 
s t i l l not won t h e i r independence faced an arduous task. Some independent c o u n t r i e s 
were a l s o i n danger of l o s i n g t h e i r sovereignty because of e x t e r n a l aggression and 
i n t e r f e r e n c e . That was why the Commission must continue to consider the question.' 

19. In southern A f r i c a the South A f r i c a n r a c i s t régime was b r u t a l l y oppressing the • 
peoples of Namibia and South A f r i c a . In defiance of S e c u r i t y Council 
r e s o l u t i o n 435 (1978), and notwithstanding unequivocal o p p o s i t i o n and condemnation 
by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l comraupity, the South A f r i c a n a u t h o r i t i e s were s t i l l occupying 
Namibia and d e l a y i n g i t s independence. 

2 0 . For more than 30 years I s r a e l had deprived over one m i l l i o n P a l e s t i n i a n people 
of t h e i r r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and t h e i r r i g h t to r e t u r n to t h e i r homeland. 
I s r a e l was attempting to perpetuate i t s occupation of the Arab t e r r i t o r i e s by a l l 
s o r t s of means, i n c l u d i n g the annexation of Jerusalem and the Golan Heights. The 
reason f o r the l a c k of settlement of the Middle East c o n f l i c t l a y i n the r i v a l r y 
f o r hegemony between the two Superpowers: one of them sided with I s r a e l a l l along, 
while the other sowed d i s c o r d among the Arab peoples and thus damaged \;he cause 
of thé P a l e s t i n i a n people. The S o v i e t Union had occupied Afghanistan f o r two years 
and deprived the Afghan people of i t s r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , i t s fundamental 
human r i g h t s and even i t s r i g h t to l i f e . S o v iet troops had used a l l kinds of 
conventional weapons i n Afghanistan. According to m a t e r i a l d i s t r i b u t e d by the 
" A s s o c i a t i o n of Afghans", an o r g a n i z a t i o n of Afghan p a t r i o t s , they had even used 
poison gas. The occupying f o r c e s had a l s o c a r r i e d out various encirclement and 
"mopping up" operations i n some areas. 



E/CN .4/19S2/SR .26 
page б 

21. A l l Afghans who had r e s i s t e d the Soviet m i l i t a r y occupation, i n c l u d i n g r e l i g i o u s 
l e a d e r s , had heen k i l l e d . More than 5 m i l l i o n people, o n e , t h i r d of the p o p u l a t i o n , 
had been forced "to f l e e t h e i r country. The occupation of Afghanistan was a massive 
v i o l a t i o n of human r i g h t s and of the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . The i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
commmity must a i d the Afghan people i n i t s h e r o i c s t r u g g l e against the aggressor. 
The United Nations General Assembly, t h e Summit Conference of the I s l a m i c c o u n t r i e s 
and the Commission on Human Rights had adopted nu~ierous r e s o l u t i o n s condemning the 
Soviet i n v a s i o n of Afghanistan and c a l l i n g f o r . t h e withdrawal of the Soviet f o r c e s . 
The Soviet Union had refused to implement then, however, and had f a b r i c a t e d a l l 
kinds of p r e t e x t s to have i t s occupation of Afghanistan accepted as. a f a i t accompli. 
That was t o t a l l y unacceptable to everybody. 

2 2 . Three years had elapsed since V i e t Ham had invaded Democratic Kampuchea and the 
i s s u e had s t i l l not been s e t t l e d , even though the.General Assembly and the Commission 
had condemned the invasion'and had c a l l e d f o r the im-conditional e.nd immediate 
withdrawal of the Vietnamese f o r c e s . The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Conference on Kampuchea, h e l d 
i n J u l y 1981, had adopted a D e c l a r a t i o n and r e s o l u t i o n to that e f f e c t as w e l l . But 
the Vietnamese a u t h o r i t i e s refused to implement them and maintained t h e i r hegemonist' 
stand. Vietnamese troops used va,rious means, i n c l u d i n g poison gas, to s l a u g h t e r tho 
p a t r i o t i c array and people of Kampuchea. They- destroyed v i l l a g e s and crops and. 
i n t e r c e p t e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l food a i d so' as to s t a r v e the people. T h e i r v i c t i m s could 
be numbered i n m i l l i o n s , and hundreds of thousands of Kampucheans had been, compelled 
to f l e e t h e i r homeland. The Karipuchean people had thus l o s t not only i t s r i g h t to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n but a l s o a l l other fundamental human r i g h t s . 

2 3 . V i e t Nam's i n v a s i o n of Kampuchea was part of a plan to e s t a b l i s h an "Indochina 
F e d e r a t i o n " whereby V i e t Nam sought to extend i t s hegemony i n South-East A s i a . 
Those .aggressive ambitions would never be r e a l i z e d , however, f o r the army and people 
of Kampuchea, u n i t i n g i n s t r u g g l e w i t h v a r i o u s p a , t r i o t i c anti-Vietnamese f o r c e s , 
were making incre.asing progress i n t h e i r o p p o s i t i o n to Vietnamese aggression and 
were exploding the myth spread by the Vietnamese a u t h o r i t i e s that the s i t u a t i o n i n 
Kampuchea was i r r e v e r s i b l e . The war of aggression and the continued outrages by 
Vietnamese a u t h o r i t i e s i n Kampuchea were c l o s e l y l i n k e d to the support f u r n i s h e d by' 
the Sovie't Union, which pursued i t s hegemonist stra,tegy i n South A s i a by f i n a n c i n g 
the war of aggression that the Vietnamese were \raglng on i t s b e h a l f . 

2 4 . The Kampuchean question could be s e t t l e d only i f General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n s 3 4 / 2 2 , 
3 5 / 6 and 3 6 / 6 , as w e l l as the D e c l a r a t i o n of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Conference on Kaanpuchea, 
h e l d i n J u l y 1981, were f u l l y implemented. Such a settlement i n v o l v e d the 
i m c o n d i t i o n a l withdrawal of a l l f o r e i g n aggressor troops and the r e s t o r a t i o n of the 
r i g h t of the Kampuchean people to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , which; would enable hundreds of' 
thousands of refugees to r e t u r n to t h e i r country and r e g a i n t h e i r r i g h t s to l i f e and 
freedom i n Kampuchea. 

2 5 . In Afghanistan as i n Kampuchea, the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , independence and 
n a t i o n a l sovereignty had been trampled underfoot; human r i g h t s , the United Nations 
Charter and the norms of i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s had bean v i o l a t e d , and the peace 
and s e c u r i t y of the world severely threatened. The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community should 
do everything i n i t s power to stop the aggression of the hegenonists, both b i g and 
s m a l l , f a i l i n g which other nations would s u f f e r the same f a t e . 

file:///raglng
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2 6 . Her d e l e g a t i o n supported the d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n s on Afghanistan (E/CH . 4 / 1 9 8 2 /L.16) 
and Kampuchea ( E / C H , 4 / l 9 8 2 / L . 2 ) - a n d hoped that the Comaission would pursue i t s . 
e f f o r t s .to make the Soviet Union-and V i e t Nam implement the r e s o l u t i o n s of the 
General,Assembly and withdraw t h e i r troops from Afghanistan and Kampuchea, . 

27. . . Mr. -ZQBIN (Union of S o v i e t S o c i a l i s t Republics) s a i d that the D e c l a r a t i o n on the 
Granting of Independence to C o l o n i a l Countries and Peoples had been adopted by the 
General Assembly 22 years p r e v i o u s l y , on the i n i t i a t i v e of the Soviet Union i n 
p a r t i c u l a r . I t was one of the United Nations major achievements, i n , t h a t i t made 
the e l i m i n a t i o n of c o l o n i a l i s m a primary duty of world p o l i c y and pointed.the way 
c l e a r l y f o r n a t i o n a l l i b e r a t i o n movements. The nine countries that had abstained 
from voting.when i t had been adopted had subsequently continued t o oppose the 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , independence and freedom o f the c o l o n i z e d c o u n t r i e s , but the 
prolonged' s t r u g g l e waged by many peoples had now enabled two out of three States 
to break t h e i r chains of bondage and become f u l l members of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. 
None the l e s s there remained pockets of c o l o n i a l i s m , and the Commission must pursue 
i t s e f f o r t s to r e s o l v e the s p e c i f i c problems that s t i l l stood i n the way of a 
complete e r a d i c a t i o n of that phenomenon, 

28. .The most f l a g r a n t c o l o n i a l i s t system that c u r r e n t l y e x i s t e d was the apartheid 
p r a c t i s e d by the South A f r i c a n Government i n defiance of the r i g h t s of the peoples 
of South A f r i c a , and i n p a r t i c u l a r of Nainibia, a country that i t continued to occupy 
i l l e g a l l y by suppressing the Namibian people's s t r u g g l e f o r independence. At the 
same time the South A f r i c a n Government was i n t e n s i f y i n g i t s attacks on Angola and 
surrounding c o u n t r i e s , which c o n s t i t u t e d a t h r e a t to i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace. South A f r i c a ' s 
strength and aggressiveness'had an e x p l a n a t i o n i n the support i t received from NATO 
members, and above a l l from the United S t a t e s . By r e s o l u t i o n 56/9 the United Nations 
had condemned the p o l i c y of some NATO co u n t r i e s which rendered a i d to the 
South A f r i c a n r a c i s t régime; that had not, however, prevented that régime from 
r e s o r t i n g to a l l kinds of manoeuvres to s a t i s f y i t s ambitions and prevent Namibia 
from a t t a i n i n g independence. The deserving s t r u g g l e waged by peoples against that 
l a s t b a s t i o n of c o l o n i a l i s m had found constant support i n the Soviet Union and 
Mr. Brezhnev had r e a f f i r m e d that support, i n h i s message of 25 May I 9 8 I , 

2 9 . The Commission on Human Rights should spare no e f f o r t to b r i n g an end to the 
occupation of Namibia and a t r a n s f e r of power to SV/APO, the only l e g i t i m a t e 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the Namibian people. 

5 0 . There were 'other v e s t i g e s of c o l o n i a l i s m s c a t t e r e d around the Indian, P a c i f i c 
and A t l a n t i c Oceans, In those areas c e r t a i n Powers perpetuated t h e i r domination, on 
various p r e t e x t s , and set up networks of m i l i t a r y bases i n v i o l a t i o n of the 
U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human Rights and the D e c l a r a t i o n on D e c o l o n i z a t i o n . That 
a p p l i e d not only to Micronesia-, which the United States was always seeking to annex 
by -unilatera,! measures i n defiance of the r i g h t , t o s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and 
independence, but a l s o to Puerto Rico and the i s l a n d of Diego G a r c i a , an Americaji 
m i l i t a r y basé f o r r a p i d deployment f o r c e s which d i r e c t l y threatened the c o u n t r i e s of 
A f r i c a and A s i a . The United Nations and the bodies forming part of i t must t h e r e f o r e 
step up t h e i r e f f o r t s to ensure the implementation of the D e c l a r a t i o n on the Granting 
of Independence to C o l o n i a l Countries and Peoples. 
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51. Many delegations had denounced the v i o l a t i o n of the r i g h t of the 
P a l e s t i n i a n people to create áts own independent State and of i t s r i g h t to s e l f -
determination, caused by the p o l i c y of aggression which I s r a e l pursued with the 
b l e s s i n g of i t s p r o t e c t o r s on the other side of the A t l a n t i c . In th a t connection 
the Soviet M i n i s t e r f o r Foreign A f f a i r s had declared t h a t , i n t h e i r s t r u g g l e f o r 
the o v e r - a l l settlement of the Middle East question, the Arab c o u n t r i e s could count 
on the Soviet Union's f i r m support. 

52. Recently c e r t a i n c o u n t r i e s had decided to heighten tension f u r t h e r by 
attempting to stand i n the way of progressive reforms a l l over the world and to 
d i c t a t e once again the f a t e of peoples. For i n s t a n c e , the United States and 
China were a c t i n g i n concert to undermine i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s and d i s t o r t the 
f a c t s , and i n p a r t i c u l a r to t e l l Afghanistan and Democratic Kampuchea how to 
s e t t l e t h e i r i n t e r n a l problems and defend t h e i r sovereignty. That was simply 
dishonest manoeuvring designed to mislead peoples and prevent them from e x e r c i s i n g 
t h e i r r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . The a t t i t u d e of the United States and China 
towards Afghanistan and Democratic Kampuchea had been strengthened by that of 
Canada, already known as a defender of I s r a e l . The only e f f e c t of a l l the fuss 
that was being made over the Afghanistan question was to underline the f a c t that 
Afghanistan was waging a r e a l war against American i m p e r i a l i s m , Chinese hegemonism 
and o t h e n - h o s t i l e i n t e r n a t i o n a l f o r c e s . He reminded the Commission of the a i d 
rendered to Afghanistan as e a r l y as 1919 on the i n i t i a t i v e of Lenin. More r e c e n t l y 
the Soviet Union had simply acted i n accordance with the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n o f 
Human Rights and i n t e r n a t i o n a l law i n g i v i n g the Afghan Government the a s s i s t a n c e 
i t needed to p r o t e c t i t s independence against e x t e r n a l i n t e r f e r e n c e . The 
statements made the previous day by the Pakistan d e l e g a t i o n were contrary to the 
f a c t s . I t was w e l l known that organized groups armed, maintained and t r a i n e d 
at United States expense i n about 30 camps i n Pakistan had centres of support i n 
that country, from which they were sent i n t o Afghan t e r r i t o r y to commit murder, 
i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y destroy e n t e r p r i s e s and schools, and do a l l kinds of i n d e s c r i b a b l e 
acts of b a n d i t r y . Those bands o f t e r r o r i s t s , as one of them had even confessed, 
were simply packs of r a b i d dogs and should be t r e a t e d as such. Pakistan had t r i e d 
to cast r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r those a c t s of t e r r o r i s m on to the Afghan a u t h o r i t i e s , 
but nobody was taken i n by that manoeuvre. ' The undeclared war against Afghanistan, 
against the r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s and progressive forces of 1978, was contrary to the 
country's i n t e r e s t s and i t s r i g h t to govern i t s e l f . There again could be seen 
the r o l e played by the United S t a t e s , which along with China stood i n the way 
of progressive elements everywhere. For example, the United States had announced 
that i t had a l l o c a t e d $100 m i l l i o n to equip t e r r o r i s t bands i n P a k i s t a n . Such 
armed i n t e r f e r e n c e i n Afghan a f f a i r s was now an open occurrence, a t t e s t i n g to 
Washington's c y n i c a l a t t i t u d e when the f a t e of peoples was at stake. The 
United States would have p r e f e r r e d Afghanistan, i n s t e a d of being a non-aligned 
democratic S t a t e , to be a country s i m i l a r to the Shah's I r a n , i n other words a bastion 
of i m p e r i a l i s m against neighbouring S t a t e s , The United States described those 
who waged a l e g i t i m a t e s t r u g g l e f o r r e c o g n i t i o n of t h e i r r i g h t s i n P a l e s t i n e as 
t e r r o r i s t s , but those from Pakistan who murdered women and c h i l d r e n i t c a l l e d 
freedom f i g h t e r s . 
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33• Attacks against the people sought to undermine t h e i r w i l l and development 
e f f o r t f o r the economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l renewal of the country. Regarded 
as one of the most backward c o u n t r i e s p r i o r to the 1978 r e v o l u t i o n Afghanistan 
had developed r a p i d l y as a r e s u l t o f a g r a r i a n reform and a l i t e r a c y programme. 
S o c i a l p o l i c y was one o f the cornerstones o f the régime and the n a t i o n a l 
p a t r i o t i c f r o n t i n c l u d e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s from a l l c l a s s e s of s o c i e t y . The 
p r a c t i c e of'Islam was free and the sacred places and mosques were maintained. 

5 4 . Tens of thousands of Afghans had already returned to the country to take 
part i n b u i l d i n g i t up. He mentioned the example of a former deputy prime m i n i s t e r 
of the Government overthrown i n 1 9 7 3 , who had t o l d The Los Angeles Times that 
he was r e t u r n i n g t o h i s country a f t e r seven years because he was convinced that 
American p o l i c y was now to a n n i h i l a t e the Afghan people and that Washington wanted 
to maintain the armed c o n f l i c t so as to wage an undeclared war of i n d e f i n i t e 
d u ration i n Afghanistan even i f the l a s t Afghan were to lose h i s l i f e i n i t . 

35. His d e l e g a t i o n r e f u t e d the statements made by the d e l e g a t i o n of Pakistan about 
Afghan refugees; seasonal migrations had always taken place across the f r o n t i e r 
between Afghanistan and P a k i s t a n . In any case, whenever the s o c i a l and economic 
s i t u a t i o n of a State changed, some people adopted' the new régime and others d i d 
not; such had been the case i n many c o u n t r i e s represented i n the Commission on 
Human Rights . Many Afghans had l e f t t h e i r country because they had not' understood 
the changes t a k i n g place and because they had been misled by anti-Afghan propaganda. 
The Government, f a r from wishing to punish them, was encouraging them to r e t u r n 
by guaranteeing them a peaceful l i f e and freedom to choose t h e i r d w e l l i n g place 
and p a r t i c i p a t e i n p o l i t i c a l l i f e . However c e r t a i n f o r c e s , the United States i n 
p a r t i c u l a r , were opposed to the r e t u r n of Afghans to t h e i r country. A p o l i t i c a l 
settlement of the s i t u a t i o n i n Afghanistan required an end to armed and other 
i n t e r f e r e n c e i n the i n t e s n a l a f f a i r s of the Afghan S t a t e ; the Soviet Union 
welcomed the proposal made on 24 August 1980 i n that respect and deplored the 
Pakistan Government's a t t i t u d e , which boded i l l f o r progress towards a re t u r n of 
the s i t u a t i o n to normal. Countries l i k e the United States and China which denounced 
the presence of Soviet troops i n Afghanistan were the main obstacle to progress 
towards a s o l u t i o n and a withdrawal of the Soviet contingent. What they wanted 
was not the Afghan people's w e l l - b e i n g but the maintenance of a centre of operations 
i n Afghanistan f o r the promotion of t h e i r own i n t e r e s t s . The Soviet Union could 
only c a l l upon them to cease such conduct. 

3 6 . The Soviet d e l e g a t i o n denounced the slanders which c e r t a i n speakers f e l t i t 
t h e i r duty to u t t e r about the s i t u a t i o n i n Kampuchea. No one, however, could overlook 
the f a c t that the huge tragedy which the Kampuchean people had endured - r e s u l t i n g 
i n m i l l i o n s k i l l e d , hundreds of thousands orphaned and the economy destroyed, as 
w e l l as famine and epidemics - vras i n f a c t the d i r e c t consequence of the aggressive 
and h o s t i l e p o l i c y of the United States of America and China. Kampuchea was now 
r i s i n g again; l o c a l and n a t i o n a l a u t h o r i t i e s had been e l e c t e d ; a C o n s t i t u t i o n had 
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been adopted which made the State r e s p o n s i b l e f o r p r o t e c t i n g workers and r a i s i n g 
the population's m a t e r i a l and c u l t u r a l standards and which provided f o r a f o r e i g n 
p o l i c y based on peace. Production.had been resumed; t r a n s p o r t , the currency 
system; and h e a l t h s e r v i c e s had been r e s t o r e d ; schools had been reopened; there 
was a r e b i r t h of n a t i o n a l c u l t u r e ; and the temples wore open.. L i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s 
f o r a l l Kampucheans without exception were improving. The task of r e c o n s t r u c t i o n 
and a r e t u r n t o normal, acknowledged at i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l , had been c a r r i e d 
out by the vali.ant Kampuchean people, helped by V i e t Nam, the Soviet Union and 
other s o c i a l i s t c o u n t r i e s . The United States of America and. China p e r s i s t e d i n 
i g n o r i n g that f a c t because i t d i d not serve t h e i r s i n i s t e r designs i n Kampuchea. 
They sought to use the United Nations as a means of hampering the development 
o f Kampuchea and the f l o w e r i n g of i t s people, thus hazarding peace .and s t a b i l i t y 
throughout South-East A s i a . I t was time to speak out against such manoeuvres and 
to accord the People's Republic of Kampuchea i t s l e g i t i m a t e place i n the 
Organization at present usurped by o t h e r s . 

37. His d e l e g a t i o n c a l l e d upon a l l members of the Commission to s t r i v e against 
r e a l v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s , such as those perpetrated by I s r a e l , the r a c i s t 
régime of South A f r i c a and i m p e r i a l i s t and c o l o n i a l i s t f o r c e s . . 

38. - His d e l e g a t i o n c a t e g o r i c a l l y r e j e c t e d d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n s E/CN.4/1982/L.2 
and L.16 as u t t e r l y unacceptable. Those d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n s , f a r from p r o v i d i n g 
f o r a j u s t s o l u t i o n , viere aimed s o l e l y at poisoning the s i t u a t i o n i n Kampuchea, 
and. Afghanistan and s e r v i n g the i m p e r i a l i s t aims of the United S t a t e s , the 
hegemonist -designs of China and the r e a c t i o n a r y f o r c e s i n the r e g i o n . The. 
Soviet d e l e g a t i o n would vote against them and c a l l e d upon a l l other delegations 
to do l i k e w i s e . 

39- Mr-. JAHN (Federal Republic of Germany) s a i d that the r i g h t , to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
was a fundamental one; i t was set f o r t h i n a r t i c l e 1 of the two I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Covenants on Human Rights - r i g h t l y so, since i t governed the implementation of 
a l l other human r i g h t s . 

4 0 . ' The r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n could not be e x e r c i s e d i n one s i n g l e a c t ; 
i t must be the culmination of constant r e f l e c t i o n , and where necessary of 
r e v i s i o n , and must be accompanied by freedom of expression, assembly and 
a s s o c i a t i o n . 

41 . The r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was v i o l a t e d i n very many parts of the 
world, but h i s d e l e g a t i o n would mention only a few examples, i n order to 
i l l u s t r a t e the c o n t i n u i n g need f o r urgent measures to e l i m i n a t e a l l v e s t i g e s 
of c o l o n i a l i s m and n e o - c o l o n i a l i s m . 

4 2 . Namibia should f i n a l l y accede to independence i n 1982, by means of f r e e 
e l e c t i o n s pursuant to S e c u r i t y Council r e s o l u t i o n 435 (1978). 

4 3 . His d e l e g a t i o n was deeply d i s t u r b e d by the continued occupation of 
Afghanistan - a f l a g r a n t example of the v i o l a t i o n of human r i g h t s and a s t r a i n on 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s . The Federal Republic j o i n e d the non-aligned and I s l a m i c 
c o u n t r i e s i n c a l l i n g f o r an immediate end to the Soviet Union's i n t e r v e n t i o n i n 
Afghanistan, i n order that the Afghan people might have complete freedom to 
e x e r c i s e i t s r i g h t to independence and s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 
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4 4 . In Kampuchea f l a g r a n t anrl p e r s i s t e n t v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s continued, as 
evidenced i n Mr. Eide's r e p o r t (E/CÏÏ.4/Sub.2/L.78O). His delegation supported a l l 
the present e f f o r t s , and p a r t i c u l a r l y those of the members of the A s s o c i a t i o n of 
South-East Asi a n Nations (ASEiul), to r e s t o r e Kampuchea's p o l i t i c a l independence and 
t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y . 

4 5 . In Europe too the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n was not implemented everyv/here. 
The German people i t s e l f was a f f e c t e d by that s i t u a t i o n . The F e d e r a l Republic of 
Germany remained f a i t h f u l to i t s p o l i t i c a l o b j e c t i v e of s t r i v i n g towards a peaceful 
s i t u a t i o n i n Europe i n which the German people would r e g a i n i t s u n i t y by self--
determination. 

4 6 . The F e d e r a l Republic was a l s o d i s t u r b e d by the infringement of the r i g h t to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i n another country of C e n t r a l Europe. In that country m a r t i a l 
law had been imposed; thousands of persons, i n c l u d i n g trade u n i o n i s t s , were i n 
p r i s o n , some having been there foi- more than ti/o months; I ' e s t r i c t i o n s hampered the 
e x e r c i s e of r i g h t s and freedoms; and i.uif or i n n a t e l y there wore no i n d i c a t i o n s that 
the s i t u a t i o n would end c i u i c k l y . In those circimistances the r i g h t to s e l f -
determination could not be e x e r c i s e d . 

4 7 . Respect f o r huinan r i g h t s knew no f r o n t i e r s and the Conmission must s t r i v e to 
uphold i t throughout the world. 

4 8 . Mr. SALAH-BEY ( A l g e r i a ) s a i d that there were s t i l l peoples i n the world who'had 
not e x e r c i s e d t h e i r r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . In P a l e s t i n e , southern A f r i c a and 
Western Sahara peoples were s t i l l f i g h t i n g to have a f r e e and sovereign S t a t e . 

49- In the d i s c v i s s i o n of agenda item 4 the A l g e r i a n d e l e g a t i o n had spoken about 
hujïian r i g h t s v i o l a t i o n s of which I s r a e l was g u i l t y i n P a l e s t i n e and other occupied 
Arab t e r r i t o r i e s , and i t had r e i t e r a t e d i t s support f o r the P a l e s t i n i a n people's 
r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . At the present meeting A l g e r i a wished to draw the 
Commission''s a t t e n t i o n to a recent and f u r t h e r event - the c l o s u r e , the second i n 
s e v e r a l months, of the U n i v e r s i t y of B i r - Z e i t , which was bound to a f f e c t the normal 
progress of the. academic year. 

5 0 . In South A f r i c a the P r e t o r i a régime had begun s o - c a l l e d reforms aimed i n f a c t a t 
c o n s o l i d a t i n g i t s p o l i c y of ap)_ar_theid and at i n t e n s i f y i n g the r a c i s t Bantu homelands 
p o l i c y , i n order to deprive b l a c k s of t h e i r fundamental r i g h t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y as 
c i t i z e n s . The Coram-ission must s t r o n g l y donouncc the sham independence of the 
impoverished enclaves known as T r a n s k e i , Bophuthatswana, 'Venda and C i s k e i , as being 
a v i o l a t i o n of the r i g h t of peoples to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and independence. 

5 1 . The i l l e g a l occupation of Namibia continued, although the General Assembly i n 
I 9 6 6 had declared anj'- South A f r i c a n presence i n the t e r r i t o r y i l l e g a l . The 
S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l , i n r e s o l u t i o n s 435 ( l 9 7 8 ) and 459 ( 1 9 7 8 ) , had opened a way towards 
a peaceful settlement of the Najiiibian problem and i d e n t i f i e d the process v;hersby 
Namibia should become independent through f r e e e l e c t i o n s conducted under 
United Nations s u p e r v i s i o n and c o n t r o l . Any other e l e c t o r a l system favourable to 
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formations and o r g a n i z a t i o n s e s t a b l i s h e d by the P r e t o r i a régime, and simply intended 
to weaken Sv'/APO, the Namibian people's sole a u t h e n t i c and l e g i t i i a a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , 
would c o n f l i c t w i t h those S e c u r i t y Council r e s o l u t i o n s . I t was deplorable that 
P r e t o r i a ' s i n t r a n s i g e n c e and the defence by c e r t a i n c o u n t r i e s of t h e i r p r i v i l e g e s i n 
Namibia and South A f r i c a had ensured the breakdown of the Geneva conference on 
Namibian independence. The United Kingdom d e l e g a t i o n , i n a statement made i n the 
Comraission on the subject of Namibia and other problems r e l a t i n g to southern A f r i c a , 
had s a i d that i t was aware of the A f r i c a n c o i m t r i e s ' impatience a t the slow progress 
made by the contact group i n i t s d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h the P r e t o r i a régirœ. Patience -
which was l e g i t i m a t e while n e g o t i a t i o n s between the p a r t i e s were i n progress - should 
not be confused w i t h the d i l a t o r y t a c t i c s employed by South A f r i c a and by the 
c o a l i t i o n i t had set up. 

5 2 . The P r e t o r i a regiiae, i n order to defend i t s presence i n Namibia and i n t i m i d a t e 
the States i n the r e g i o n that supported the South A f r i c a n people's j u s t s t r u g g l e , was 
stepping up a c t s of aggression a g a i n s t neighboiuring S t a t e s ; m i l i t a r y operations 
a g a i n s t Angola, systematic a t t a c k s against Mozambique, acts of sabotage i n Zimbabwe, 
r a i d s on the Luanda o i l r e f i n e r y , f r o n t i e r i n c i d e n t s i n Botswana, an attempted 
i n v a s i o n of the S e y c h e l l e s , the k i l l i n g of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the A f r i c a n N a t i o n a l 
Congress i n Swaziland, Mozambique and Zimbabwe and the bombing of refugee camps were 
the South A f r i c a n regime's most recent misdeeds. 

5 3 ' There was another A f r i c a n people which had not y e t e x e r c i s e d i t s r i g h t to s e l f -
determination and independence - the Sahrawis. The d e c i s i o n taken by OAU i n 
Jume I 9 8 I to organize a referendui-л on s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i n Western Sahara was indeed 
welcome, and the A l g e r i a n Head of State had taken note of the K i n g of Morocco's 
d e c i s i o n to j o i n i n the A f r i c a n consensus. The framework w i t h i n which the Sahrawi 
people should e x e r c i s e i t s r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n f r e e l y and p r o p e r l y had been 
o u t l i n e d ; the p r e l i m i n a r y c o n d i t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g the c e a s e - f i r e between Morocco and 
the P o l i s a r i o Front c a l l e d f o r by the General Assembly, had' been l a i d down; and the 
procedures to l e a d up to i t had been d e f i n e d . But events had occurred which seemed 
l i k e l y to h a l t the process, namely statements and expressions of a t t i t u d e on the 
p a r t of the supreme a u t h o r i t i e s of Morocco which gave r i s e to f e a r s that Morocco's 
acceptance, of the p r i n c i p l e of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n f o r the people of Western Sahara, 
and of the c o n d i t i o n s f o r i t s e x e r c i s e , were again i n doubt; above a l l there were 
threat s that a d e c o l o n i s a t i o n s t r u g g l e would be i n t e r n a t i o n a l i z e d through the 
i n t e r v e n t i o n of a Superpower which a short while ago was a c t i v e i n V i e t Nam and was 
a t jjresent t h r e a t e n i n g to intervene i n E l Salvador and other C e n t r a l American 
c o u n t r i e s . . F o r . t h a t reason OAU had i s s u e d a warning i n November I 9 8 I a g a i n s t the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l i z i n g of the Western Sahara c o n f l i c t , d e s c r i b i n g the presence i n Rabat 
of a United States m i l i t a r y d e l e g a t i o n as a prelude to the i n t r o d u c t i o n i n t o the 
c o n f l i c t of s o p h i s t i c a t e d weapons which could only b r i n g about an e s c a l a t i o n of the 
c o n f l i c t and hamper the procedures l e a d i n g to an honourable c e a s e - f i r e . The A f r i c a n 
c o u n t r i e s , and A l g e r i a i n p a r t i c u l a r , which had l o n g wished to see a c o n f l i c t on i t s 
f r o n t i e r ended through s t r i c t implementation of the OAU and United Nations 
d e c i s i o n s , were j u s t i f i a b l y alarmed. His d e l e g a t i o n s i n c e r e l y hoped that the -feiio 
p a r t i e s i n v o l v e d would r e s o l u t e l y commit themselves to the path of peace which had 
been o u t l i n e d and r e j e c t any manoeuvre which would delay the settlement. 
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5 4 . Mr. HEREDIA PEREZ (Cuba) sa,id that the accession of. c o l o n i a l peoples to 
independence under General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 1514 (XV) had g r e a t l y changed 
the i n t e r n a t i o n a l scene, yet c o l o n i a l i s t s , n e o - c o l o n i a l i s t s , i m p e r i a l i s t s and 
r a c i s t s were s t i l l seeking to maintain t h e i r p r i v i l e g e s i n the countries under 
t h e i r subjugation. Thus the P a l e s t i n i a n people vas s t i l l being prevented from 
e x e r c i s i n g i t s r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n although that was the b a s i c f a c t o r 
i n a just'peace i n the M d d l e East. In southern A f r i c a the P r e t o r i a i'égime was 
d e p r i v i n g the South A f r i c a n and ïïajaibian peoples of t h e i r r i g h t s and even u s i n g 
m.ercenaries i n p u r s u i t of i t s p o l i c y of oppression. In Western S.aliara too the 
Sahrawi people was s t r a g g l i n g to e x e r c i s e i t s r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ; he 
r e f e r r e d to the appeals launched by the General Assemhly, the Movement of 
Ïïon-Aligned Countries and OAII f o r the necessary contacts to be made w i t h the 
Sahra.wi Arab Republic with a view to independence. And the Tvampuchean people, 
a f t e r the bloody tyranny of P o l Pot, was waging a hard b a t t l e f o r s e l f -
determination w i t h the h e r o i c a s s i s t a n c e of V i e t ITam and other c o u n t r i e s which 
p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the n a t i o n a l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n e f f o r t d i r e c t e d by the. People's 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y C o u n c i l , 

55- In the United States of America, Indians, b l a c k s , L a t i n s and "chicaned'were 
unable to e x e r c i s e the r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . The Uorth American Indians, 
as t h e i r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s had j u s t reminded the Commission again, were deprived 
of t h e i r r i g h t s to l a n d , work and r e s i s t a n c e (which the FBI savagely repressed). 
The Commission was bound to be concerned at the r a c i s t p o l i c y p r a c t i s e d against 
that people and at'the v i o l a t i o n s of i t s human r i g h t s which the Government of 
the United States of America continued to be g u i l t y o f . That Government kept 
Puerto Rico i n a c o l o n i a l s i t u a t i o n which prevented the p o p u l a t i o n from 
e x e r c i s i n g s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

5 6 . The Cuban Revolutionary P a r t y , since i t s foundation by José Martí, the hero 
of Cuban independence, had had to combat the i m p e r i a l i s m of the United States 
of America, a country which s t i l l maintained m i l i t a r y enclaves i n Cuba. The 
Government of the United Sta.tes of America h e l d the base at Guantánamo against 
the viishes of the Cuban p o p u l a t i o n . At the same time i t imposed an economic 
blockade on Cuba that v/as c o n t r a r y to a l l humanitarian r u l e s , s i n c e the blockade 
prevented medicines and f o o d s t u f f s from being obtained. Likev/ise i t overflev/ 
and spied on Cuban t e r r i t o r y . Such acts of aggression agaánst Cuba v/ere 
committed under p r e t e x t s invented by the CIA and by t r a n s n a t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n 
media, and brought to mind the way i n v/hich the United States of America had 
intervened i n Cuba i n 1898 on the p r e t e x t of the blov/ing-up of the Maine. 
The United States continued to threaten Cuba i n order to i n t i m i d a t e i t s people 
and other peoples s t r u g g l i n g f o r t h e i r n a t i o n a l independence, but the Cuban 
people d i d not f e a r i m p e r i a l i s t t h r e a t s and would r e s i s t any aggression as i n 
the past. 

5 7 . The i n t e r v e n t i o n by the United States of America i n E l Salvador, Guatemala 
and other C e n t r a l American co u n t r i e s v/as a gross v i o l a t i o n of the r i g h t to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n of the peoples of that r e g i o n , Tlie United States Government 
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sought to j u s t i f y i t s c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h the murderous j u n t a i n E l Salvador 
by c l a i m i n g that Cuba vras g i v i n g m i l i t a r y a s s i s t a n c e to the Salvadorian 
people. I t was an e s t a b l i s h e d f a c t , however, that i t was the United States 
of America which was engaging i n m i l i t a r y i n t e r v e n t i o n i n E l Salvador; 
United States t e l e v i s i o n had r e c e n t l y shown United States s o l d i e r s p a r t i c i p a t i n g 
i n the r e p r e s s i o n being c a r r i e d out against the Salvadorian people i n order to 
prevent i t . f r o m e x e r c i s i n g i t s r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . I t v;as a l s o a f a c t 
that the United States of America was sending arms and h e l i c o p t e r s to E l Salvador 
and was t r a i n i n g hundreds of the junta's s o l d i e r s on i t s own t e r r i t o r y . The 
reasons invoked to j u s t i f y United States i n t e r v e n t i o n i n E l Salvador d i d not 
stand up to the s l i g h t e s t s c r u t i n y , e i t h e r from the l e g a l standpoint or from • 
that of human r i g h t s . 

5 8 . In order to i l l u s t r a t e the t r a d i t i o n behind the United States i n t e r v e n t i o n , 
he mentioned a statement made by General of the Marines Smedley B u t l e r to the • 
United States Congress many years before. In that statement, made i n 
November 1935} w e l l before the triumph of the Cuban r e v o l u t i o n . General B u t l e r 
had s a i d that i n 3O yea.rs of s e r v i c e he had been a "bandit" i n the s e r v i c e of 
Wall S t r e e t ; taken p a r t i n an i n t e r v e n t i o n i n Mexico i n 1914 to p r o t e c t 
United States o i l i n t e r e s t s ; l a t e r helped to transform Cuba i n t o a country 
where the N a t i o n a l C i t y Bank could reap i t s p r o f i t s i n peace; taken p a r t , 
from 1 9 0 9 to 1 9 1 2 , i n the " c l e a n i n g up" of Nicaragua on behalf of the Brown 
Brothers banlc; c o n t r i b u t e d i n 1919 to b r i n g i n g to the Dominican Republic the 
c i v i l i z a t i o n of the United States of America i n t h e ' i n t e r e s t s of that country's 
sugar companies ; helped i n I 9 1 3 to s e t t l e the problems of the United States 
banana companies i n Honduras; and i n 1927 served the i n t e r e s t s o f Esse Standard 
O i l i n China. To sum up. General B u t l e r ' s d e s c r i p t i o n of h i m s e l f went one b e t t e r 
than AL Capone si n c e the General had operated on three c o n t i n e n t s . 

5 9 . Mr. BETTINI ( I t a l y ) s a i d he deplored the f a c t that i n recent years, and 
even q u i t e a short vrhile ago, the world had witnessed a number of grave events 
which deeply a f f e c t e d the fundamental p r i n c i p l e s of the r i g h t of States to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and to independence ana t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y . On that 
t o p i c the I t a l i a n d e l e g a t i o n shared the view expressed by the D i r e c t o r of 
the D i v i s i o n of Human Rights and associated i t s e l f w i t h h i s appeal f o r an 
end to - the unacceptable misdeeds which adversely a f f e c t e d the enjoyment of 
human r i g h t s . 

60. In Afghanistan the Soviet Government continued, more than two years a f t e r 
i t s i n t e r v e n t i o n , to r e j e c t the appeals addressed to i t by the United Nations, 
the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, the I s l a m i c Conference and the 
European Communities to withdraw i t s troops. I t was to be hoped that the 
Commission might f i n a l l y talce the proper i n i t i a t i v e s to enable that t r a g i c 
episode i n the h i s t o r y of the Afghan people to be ended once and f o r a l l . 



E/CU . 4 / 1 9S2 /SR . 2 6 
page 15 

6 1 . The m i l i t a r y occupation of Cambodia was a most serious v i o l a t i o n of the Charter 
and very d e t r i m e n t a l to human r i g h t s . I t had caused an exodus which was s t i l l going 
on. at the r a t e of some 5 , 0 0 0 persons per month. S p e c i f i c and urgent a c t i o n by the 
Commission was c a l l e d f o r i n that situa,tion too. 

6 2 . The I t a l i a n Government had giready made i t s p o s i t i o n quite c l e a r vrith regard to 
a p a r t h e i d , vrhich vras a f l a g r a n t v i o l a t i o n of a people's r i g h t to express i t s e l f 
f r e e l y and enjoy i t s fundamental freedoms f u l l y . I t had also spoken out c l e a r l y on 
the P a l e s t i n i a n people's r i g h t to s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and vrould p e r s i s t i n i t s e f f o r t s 
i n the appropriate i n t e r n a t i o n a l forums to have that r i g h t recognized. But a f i n a l 
peaceful settlement and a g l o b a l s o l u t i o n to the problem would not be possible unless 
axij n e g o t i a t i o n s betvreen the p a r t i e s concerned were based on the fundamental 
p r i n c i p l e s recognized i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y , i n c l u d i n g the p r i n c i p l e of r e c o g n i t i o n of the 
r i g h t of the State of I s r a e l and of a l l other c o u n t r i e s i n the r e g i o n to l i v e i n 
peaxe and s e c u r i t y v r i t h i n f i x e d and recognized f r o n t i e r s . 

6 5 . Some co u n t r i e s vrere r e s o r t i n g i n c r e a s i n g l y to a p o l i c y of d i r e c t or i n d i r e c t 
i n t e r f e r e n c e i n other c o u n t r i e s ' i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s i that deeply d i s q u i e t e d the 
I t a l i a n Government. The p r o t e c t i o n of g e o p o l i t i c a l balance was o f t e n invoked i n 
order to j u s t i f y such a p o l i c y , but that stemmed from a d o c t r i n e wMch c o n f l i c t e d 
w i t h the r i g h t of peoples to independence and s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . The I t a l i a n 
Government e a r n e s t l y hoped that the c o u n t r i e s which were v i c t i m s of that, p o l i c y would 
have the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community's support f o r an end to outside i n t e r f e r e n c e . 

6 4 . Mr. SOFPER (observer f o r I s r a e l ) , speaking i n e x e r c i s e of the r i g h t of r e p l y , 
s a i d he r e g r e t t e d that the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of Arab c o u n t r i e s and t h e i r supporters were 
c o n t i n u i n g t h e i r d i a t r i b e s against I s r a e l by m i s l e a d i n g l y i n v o k i n g s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
i n the " P a l e s t i n i a n " context. The r e s u l t , b e a r i n g i n mind the Commission's important 
t a s k s , vr-as vrasted time and inexcusable d i g r e s s i o n s . He had p r e v i o u s l y demonstrated 
that the P a l e s t i n i a n Arabs had already a,chieved s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i n the P a l e s t i n i a n 
/irab State of Jordan. Jordan was the P a l e s t i n i a n Arab State i n terms of geography, 
demography, c u l t u r e , r e l i g i o n , language and h i s t o r y . 

6 5 . Ш, №i)I (Jordan), speaking on a point of order, objected that the s i t u a t i o n i n 
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan was not the subject of the Commission's d e l i b e r a t i o n s . 

6 6 . The CH/iIRMẑ JT requested the observer f o r I s r a e l to bear that point of order i n 
mind, 

6 7 . Mr. SOFFER (observer f o r I s r a e l ) s a i d that some speakers had sought to create 
the impression that the Jevrs had "invaded" vihat had formerly been c a l l e d " P a l e s t i n e " , 
I n f a c t , Jews had o l d e r roots i n that land tha,n any other people and had been a 
continuous presence there, even a^fter the Babylonian and Roman e x i l e s . The Romans 
had imposed the name of " P a l e s t i n e " a f t e r having e x i l e d the Jews, i n order to 
obscure the l a t t e r s ' h i s t o r i c l i n k w i t h the land of I s r a e l . 

6 8 . Some members of the Commission sought to deny the Jevrish people the r i g h t to 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , thus demonstrating f l a g r a n t anti-Semitism, The Comraission should 
however be g i v i n g a t t e n t i o n to peoples vrMch had not yet achieved s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , 
such as the Kurds, and peoples whose r i g h t s had been abused by e x t e r n a l f o r c e s , as i n 
Afghanistan and Kampuchea, He s t r e s s e d the need to t r a n s l a t e i n t o p r a c t i c e the 
p r i n c i p l e of u n i v e r s a l i t y , v-rhich was a fundamental p r i n c i p l e of the Charter. 



E/CN.4/1982/SR.26 
page 1 б 

6 9 . y¡T. KHÉRtJ) (Observer f o r A f g h a n i s t a n ) , speal-cing i n exorcise of the r i g h t of 
r e p l y , s a i d he r e j e c t e d the slanderous a,llegations of c e r t a i n r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s vrith 
regard to r e v o l u t i o n a r y , sov e r e i g i i and .independent Afghanistan. Afghanistan had 
requested f r a t e r a a l a s s i s t a n c e from the Soviet Union under a r t i c l e 4 of the tre?.ty of 
f r i e n d s h i p concluded between the two cou n t r i e s i n 1 9 7 8 . That vras an i n t e r n a l and 
b i l a t e r a l inatter as f a r as A r t i c l e 51 of the Charter vras concerned and i n no way 
c o n s t i t u t e d a threat to i n t e r n a t i o n a l peace and. s e c u r i t y . The d i s p a t c h of the Soviet 
contingent had been intended f o r /Afghanistan's p r o t e c t i o n a.gainst an undecla.red war 
and a,gainst a.bominahle i n t e r f e r e n c e from Paicistan aimed at desta.bilizing^ the A p r i l 
R e v o l u t i o n . The f r i e n d s h i p betvreen the Afghan and So v i e t peoples wcs of l o n g standing 
and the Soviet Union had given Afghanistan considerable economic, s c i e n t i f i c and 
technica,l a s s i s t a n c e . 

70. The e f f o r t s to i n i t i a t e a debate on questions f a l l i n g w i t h i n the e x c l u s i v e 
j u r i s d i c t i o n of the iifghan people end Ck^vernment threatened to undermine the 
Commission's p r e s t i g e and a u t h o r i t y , i n y such debate c o n s t i t u t e d i n t e r f e r e n c e under 
/ a r t i c l e 2 , paragraph 7 of the Charter. Furthermore, the .ilfghan delega.tion opposed 
d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n E/CW.4/1982/L .I6, whose t e x t vras meaningless and at variance w i t h the 
true f a c t s , 

7 1 . I-îr. SIJjiJÎ~BEÏ ( A l g e r i a ) , speaking i n e x e r c i s e of the r i g h t o f r e p l y , protested 
at the attempt by the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the Z i o n i s t State to censure delega.tions 
wliich ЬаЛ spoken on the Pa . l e s t i n i a n people's r i g h t to self-determina.tion d u r i n g the 
d i s c u s s i o n of agenda item 9 . The Commission had shovm great patience i n a l l o w i n g 
tha.t observer to speak; on a. number of occasions, but h i s statements had added no t h i n g 
nevr and had merely confirmed an a t t i t u d e of deficnce ajad arrogance. His ovm 
d e l e g a t i o n reserved the r i g h t to speak under item 9 a,nd other agenda, items about thje 
s i t u a t i o n created by Isra,el i n P a l e s t i n e a.nd the occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s . 

The meeting rose a.t I . 0 5 p.m. 




