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The meeting was c a l l e a to order at 4»45 Р»ш. 

HÜMM EIGHTS. АЮ) SCIENTIFIC МШ TECb]NOLCGICAL DEVELOPMEIWS (agenda item 1 5 ) 
(continued) 

Ic I-Ir. NOVAK (United States o f America) said he intended to discuss food, economic 
organization, disarmament and chemical warfare, freedom from terrorism and the abuse 
o f s c i e n t i f i c psychiatric methods - subjects which concerned f i v e human rights of 
importance to everyone. The human person, who was the subject of human r i g h t s , was 
also the master of science a,nd technology which existed to serve human beings as t h e i r 
instrument. Science and technology must not be allowed to violate the right to l i f e . 

2 , Only democratic procedures allowed a l l people to participate i n the control of 
science and technology. In the hands of t o t a l i t a r i a n r u l e r s , p r i o r i t i e s were 
distorted i n ways that infringed the right to l i f e , the only sure defence of which 
was the right to l i b e r t y and the right to pursue happiness. Those three were 
Inalienable, God-given rights. 

3 , The great leap forward over the past 200 years which had made i t possible f o r the 
earth to support a vastly increased population had been due to the invention of a 
productive system which rewarded inventiveness and labour, and to the application of 
p r a c t i c a l i n t e l l i g e n c e to s c i e n t i f i c agriculture. Yet mill i o n s were s t i l l going 
hu,ngry because of inadequate p o l i t i c a l and economic systems which did not encourage 
s c i e n t i f i c agriculture. Some systems of p o l i t i c a l economy created an abundance of 
food both f o r themselves and f o r others, whereas other systems were not able to feed 
even themselves even though not long before the land had proved extremely f e r t i l e . 
Such systems abused the right to l i f e , because they preferred old-fashioned ideology to 
the d a i l y welfare of t h e i r people. 

4., Some countries, such as the Soviet Union, violated the right to l i f e by providing 
inadequate diets f o r the i r people while devoting a substantial proportion ( l 3 to 
14 per cent i n the case o f the Soviet,Union) of t h e i r entire economic output to 
3,rmaments. His delegation wished whole-heartedly to associate i t s e l f with the new 
plea f o r disarma~,ent which had been made at the previous meeting by the Soviet 
representative. I t was indeed that saiae representative who i n I 9 6 I liad negotiated the 
McCloy-Zorin agreement which v;as regarded by some as stating the fundamental prin c i p l e s 
for disarmament negotiations. At that time, there had been high hopes of progress 
towards world disarmament and peace, and for many years the United States, acting i n 
accordance with i t s words 'about detente, had steadily reduced i t s spending on arms, 
vihile multiplying s o c i a l spending. However, during that same period, beliind the 
words of detente, the USSR had increased i t s nuclear and conventional arms budget by 
an average of 4 per cent a year, thus undertaking the most massive arms build-up i n 
history. Since his country regretted the need to spend any of i t s resources on arms, 
i t looked eagerly to Moscow for evidence of a major change i n d i r e c t i o n towards a 
reduction of armaments. The desire of the United States to disarm was attested to by 
the fact that i t had gladly assisted i n the reconstruction of two nations which 
37 years before had been i t s enemies and whose economies now competed with i t s own.. 
The United States sought such peaceful, co-operative and mutually b e n e f i c i a l competition 
with a l l nations and hoped that those who today regarded i t as their e n e n y would j o i n 
i t i n t i e ways of peace and universal development. 
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5 . An appalling example o f human rights abuse r e l a t i n g to s c i e n t i f i c and 
technological developments was the use of mycotoxins and other l e t h a l chemical agents 
upon helpless people who resisted the im p e r i a l i s t ambitions of the Soviet Union and 
i t s s a t e l l i t e s . Many times since September 1981? the world had been presented with 
s c i e n t i f i c .evidence that such chemical weapons were being used i n Afghanistan, Laos 
and Kampuchea, i n spite o f the body o f customary law and international agreements láiich 
prohibited the use - o r indeed the possession - o f those weapons. The CoiTinission must 
do i t s utmost to bring those a t r o c i t i e s to an end, for ot.her'/àse i t woi;ld have helped 
the Soviet Union to deprive the victims not only of th e i r freedom but also-ef the i r 
l i v e s . 

6 . The right to l i f e also implied the right to freedom from fear. One abuse o f 
that freedom was international terrorism, whose aim was to s t r i k e fear into entire 
peoples by shooting dovm eminent figures, s u c h as the Pope, The international roots 
o f terrorism had often been exposed but i t was frequently the weapon of l o c a l persons, 
i n régimes widely scattered round the earth, who coldly murdered t h e i r p o l i t i c a l 
opponents. His delegation condemned terrorism root and branch whether i t was 
committed by those o f the right o r o f the l e f t , by foes, o r by those who considered 
themselves friends of the United States. His delegation condeinned the terrorism on 
a l l sides in' E l Salvador and a l l such acts supported o r committed by Cuba, Libya, the 
PLO, the IRA, the Red Brigades, death squads, right-wing v i g i l a n t e s , Governments o r 
private brigands, who acted as i f terror was a legit.tmate politi-ca,l method. I t was 
not p o l i t i c s at a l l ; i t was savagery. Aided by the sophisticated means placed at 
i t s disposal by science and technology, terrorism now threatened régimes of every sort 
and indeed c i v i l i z a t i o n i t s e l f . Terrorism vras not a legitimate method of attaining 
human rights i n any circumstances5 i t generated opponents a n o n g the families of i t s 
victims. The new-style terrorism required a new response from t h e Commission. 

7. A p a r t i c u l a r l y serious and s i n i s t e r abuse of s c i e n t i f i c knowledge and medical 
technology was psychiatric mistreatment. At i t s sixth congress, the World 
•Psychiatric Association had adopted a resolution condemning the abuse of psychia,try f o r 
p o l i t i c a l pujrposes with p a r t i c u l a r reference to the Soviet Union. Over the previous 
20 years, thousands of sane persons had been committed to Soviet i n s t i t u t i o n s f o r the 
insane as a pxmis'Tment f o r peaceful dissent, including simple advocacy of Ьгяпап r i g h t s , 
national minority rights and r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f . The h iE ian rights of such people were 
violated i n numerous ways; they were unjustly deprived of t h e i r l i b e r t y ; they were 
placed among people who were suffering from serious mental disturbance; they were 
mistreated by the guards; and althoiigh p e r f e c t l y healthy, they were, as a f o r a of 
punishtaent, given drugs which had a wide range of serious physical side-effects. 
Such practices dated from post-Stalin days, when the leadershij) had i n s t i t u t e d 
" s o c i a l i s t l e g a l i t y " , which was c a l l e d i n other countries "diie process of law". The 
Soviet secret police apparently used incarceration i n mental i n s t i t u t i o n s as•a way 
round s o c i a l i s t l e g a l i t y i n order to deal with a c t i v i t i e s of which they disapproved. 
He read out the text of a l e t t e r from a Soviet p s y c h i a t r i s t , Ът. Koryagin, who had 
been imprisoned i n a Soviet labour camp because he had published abroad the results of 
his investigation into the horrible misuse of psychiatry agalnet hundreds of dissidents. 
The l e t t e r concluded with an appeal not to forget the fate of people struggJijig against 
torturers armed with di-ugs. He urgo.l the (.!(чл1.)1яя1оп to give prompt attention to such . 
sickening v i o l a t i o n s of huriau i-ifihts. 
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8 . Great s c i e n t i s t s belonged not only to th e i r own nation but to a l l mankind. 
Everyone had an obligation to preserve and protect s c i e n t i f i c and technological 
genius. For that reason i t was sad that the Commission was discussing agenda 
item 15 on the anniversary of the arrest or exil e of eminent Soviet s c i e n t i s t s , 
including the peerless physicist Andrei S?k:harov. 

9 . , Mr. OGURTSOV (Byelorussian Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republic) said that s c i e n t i f i c and 
technical developments affected a l l aspects of society and helped to create suitable 
conditions for the exercise of human rig h t s . Under socialism, they were applied 
for the benefit of the indiv i d u a l and of society i n general i n order to strengthen 
economic, p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l and cu l t u r a l r i g h t s . Man, as the prime mover of 
s c i e n t i f i c and technological progress, should make the utmost use of that progress. 

1 0 . The F i r s t Secretary of'the Central Committee of the Byelorussian Communist Party, 
spealcing at the Party's twenty-ninth session, had said that the aim of applying 
advances i n science and technology throughout the national economy was to s a t i s f y 
society's need for high-quality goods and services - an aim reflected i n a r t i c l e I 5 
of the Constitution of the Byelorussian SSR. In that Constitution and elsewhere 
i n national l e g i s l a t i o n , there were provisions which gave effect to General Assembly 
resolution 3 3 8 4 ( ж ) . 

1 1 . In the Byelorussian SSR, a l l possible measures were taken to promote peace 
and human v/elfare by means of science and technology. _ For over 50 years, under 
the planned s o c i a l i s t system, ci t i z e n s had had the right to vrork and to choose 
jobs and professions i n accordance with t h e i r c a l l i n g , talents and tra i n i n g . The 
State, pursuant to the relevant constitutional provisions, sought to improve and 
safeguard conditions of work and to reduce heavy manual labour, on the basis of 
s c i e n t i f i c and technological advances. The country had over 1 7 6 , 0 0 0 persons i n 
s c i e n t i f i c posts, of vAom 3 6 , 0 0 0 were i n teaching. There were some 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 volunteers 
active i n s c i e n t i f i c and technological work, as vrell as 3 5 ^ , 0 0 0 persons, including 
over 1 7 0 , 0 0 0 workers, associated with voluntary work concerning inventions and 
improvements. 

1 2 . In a s o c i a l i t i t society, the development of moral p r i n c i p l e s vras an increasingly 
important factor i n s c i e n t i f i c and technological advances and their influence on 
the promotion of a balanced, s p i r i t u a l l y r i c h and moral i n d i v i d u a l ; that v/as 
reflected i n education, the right to which was guaranteed by the Constitution. 

1 3 . The Declaration contained i n General Assembly resolution 3 3 8 4 (XXX) was timely, 
and i t s provisions were especially relevant to countries where s c i e n t i f i c and 
technological advances were applied to surveillance and int r u s i o n into privacy. 
In the Byelorussian SSR, the citizens were protected by law against any interference 
with t h e i r l i f e , health, personal freedom and property. The privacy of telephone and 
other communications was guaranteed under a r t i c l e 54 of the Constitution. 

1 4 . S c i e n t i f i c and technological progress fostered international co-operation on 
the basis of equality. The Byelorussian SSR, through i t s relations vrith many 
countries, trained thousands of nationals of developing countries, pursuant to the 
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provisions of the above-i-montioned Declaration, One of the Commission's foremost . 
t a s k s , should be to,;implement.,the provisions of that Declaration. However, that 
task was being hindered: by a number of secondary questions intended.to delay 
matters, although-its implementation everyx^rhere vrould be one of the best guarantees 
of peace, security and protection of huma- rig h t s . His delegation had sponsored 
Commission resolution 33 ( J Z ^ N I I ) ; the study.undertaken pursuant to paragraph 3 
of that resolution would assist developing arid developed countries alike i n 
implementing the Declaration, His delegation, welcomed the submission by the 
Secretary-General of a report (A/ 3 6 / 4 2 9 ) on implementation of the Declaration by 
Member States, pursuant to General Assembly resolution 3 5 / 1 3 0 v/hich his 
delegation had also sponsored. 

1 5 - Although s c i e n t i f i c and technological progress could bring benefits to a l l 
mankind, i t could also pose a threat to ind i v i d u a l rights ала freedoms. The 
most frightening aspect of such progress v;as the continued .arms race, vrhich was .. 
grovàng not only i n pace and scale but i n the number of States involved, thus ' . 
increasingly threatening the most sacred of human rights - the r i g h t to l i f e . 
During the Second" World War more than 50 m i l l i o n l i v e s had been l o s t and thousands 
of towns and c i t i e s razed; the t o t a l amount of ex;plosives used had been equivalent 
to some f i v e megatons. The stocks contained i n present-day arsenals, hovrever, 
represented a force 1 0 , 0 0 0 times greater. -The build-up vrent on, and vieapons of an. 
even more deadly nature, such as neutron bombs, v/ere being developed. Further 
rocket bases were being i n s t a l l e d i n Western Europe, and Washington was doing i t s • 
utmost to advocate the a d m i s s i b i l i t y of nuclear v/eapons. The s o c i a l i s t States, 
on the other hand, vrere s t r i v i n g to ban such vreapons; Mr. Brezhnev, i n a statement 
reported recently in.Pravda, had stressed that i t would be s u i c i d a l f o r anyone to 
i n i t i a t e . a nuclear c o n f l i c t . The harnessing of nuclear energy had been a victory 
for.science, creating hitherto unimaginéd prospects f o r energy, medicine and many 
other f i e l d s of science and technology. But the lesson of Hiroshima should not be 
overlooked, especially since certain Western Powers remained ready, to admit and even 
plan the use of nuclear vreapons as an instrument of p o l i c y . As noted i n the, 
address by the USSR Supreme Soviet to the vrorld's parliaments and peoples i n 
June 1 9 8 1 , the major task of a l l States should be to free peoples from the threat of 
nuclear war and sci'eguard the right to pec :;eful existence. 

1 6 . Peace vras an essential part of socialism; no s o c i a l i s t Poxver advocated 
warfare. One i n every four inhabitants of the Byelorussian SSR had been k i l l e d 
during the Second World V/ar. His country was accordingly prepared to take any 
measures aimed at protecting the inalienable'right to l i f e . 

1 7 . S c i e n t i f i c and technological progress knevr no frontiers;' to xxse i t s benefits 
i n the interests of human r i g h t s , including the right to l i f e , vras man's pr i n c i p a l 
task and duty. His delegation vras f i r m l y convinced of the need to disseminate 
those benefits f o r the purposes of strengthening peace, international secvirity, 
peaceful coexi:;tenco and détente, assisting i n the struggle to achieve national 
independence and overthrovr i m p e r i a l i s t aggression, and establishing international 
economic relations based on justice and equality. 
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18. He noted that the united States representative had attempted to аЪггзе the 
discussion of the item i n order to mal-ce slanderous attacks on members of the Commission. 
In that connection, i t might be useful for,members to hear about an instance of 
inhuman perversion of medicine to serve the purposes of the m i l i t a r y - i n d u s t r i a l 
complex i n the United States. According to the September-October 1981 issue of 
the United States publication Ilother Jones, nearly 90 people had been used during 
the period 1 9 6 0 - 1 9 7 4 as guinea,-pigs i n criminal experiments aimed at, determining 
the parameters of the radiation siclmess syndrome. The experiments had sought to 
determine v/hat dosage of radiation vrould cause people to lose t h e i r appetite and 
provoke the onset of nausea. The patients had been systematically administered 
substantial doses of radiation i n two spe c i a l l y equipped chambers i n a " c l i n i c " 
i n the Institute f o r ITuclear Piesearch at Oak Ridge, Tennessee. Apparently, the 
information obtained had ultimately been used i n space research. It had not been 
possible to obtain the names of most of the patients but one i n ps^rticular was 
Imown, Dwayne Sa:con, a six-year-old boy, who had died one month after h i s l a s t 
radiation session at the c l i n i c . I t was clear that the massive doses of radiation 
administered i n those criminal experiments had hastened the death of the c h i l d . 
It vrauld be interesting to hear the response of the representative of the 
United States to that report. 

1 9 . Mr. KOOIJIIAITS (Hetherlands) said that, although his delegation was f u l l y aware 
of the dangers resulting from the continuing arms race and the urgency of the 
problems r e l a t i n g to disarmament, i t derived some comfort i n the fact tha.t such 
issues v/ere being and would be thoroughly discussed i n other competent bodies of 
the United Ilations, i n p a r t i c u l a r at the coming special session of the General Assembly 
devoted to disarmament. In connection vrith the item nov/ xmder consideration, h i s 
delegation was especially interested i n tvro reports prepared by Special Rapporteurs 
of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minor i t i e s , 
namely, the preliminary report by l i r s . Daes on the protection of persons detained 
on the grounds of mental i l l - h e a l t h or suffering from mental disorder 
(E/C]J.4/Sub,2/474), and the study by Mrs. Questiairc on relevant guidelines i n the 
f i e l d of computerized personal f i l e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y v/here they affected the privacy 
of the individuaJ. 

2 0 . I t Vías the task of the Commission and other international bodies to provide 
the international conmunity v;ith p r i n c i p l e s , guidelines and gua.rantees f o r the 
protection of such vtilnerable groups of persons as those detained on grounds of 
mental i l l - h e a l t h . Involuntary a.dmission to, and detention and treatment i n , 
mental hospitals should be subject to s t r i c t l e g a l , humanitarian and medical 
conditions and guarantees. Roughly speaking, the mentally i l l v/ere characterized 
by a state of mind that society f e l t v/as abnormal, although i t could not be said 
that deviation from normalcy covild ali/ays be defined as mental i l l - h e a l t h . 
I t v/as most unfortunate that dissent v/as sometimes construed a.s a siclaaess 3.nd 
that persons vrho expressed t h e i r opinions v?ere taicen av/ay and put i n psychia.tric 
i n s t i t u t i o n s i n order to be "cured"., 

2 1 . In connection v/ith Mrs. Daes' report, his delegation had been pleased to 
see the document prepared by the International Association of Penal Lav/ and the 
International Commission of J u r i s t s (E/ClI.4/Su.b.2/HG0/35), v/hich contained an 
extremely viseful proposal for guidelines f o r the protection of persons suffering 
from mental disorders. I t had been noted i n the Sub-Commission du.ring the 
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discussion of l i r s . Daes' report tha,t i n a l l cases of involuntary h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n , 
j u d i c i a l procedures, including the right of appeal, should be applied before 
f i n a l decisions uere talcen and that provisions should be formulated f o r periodic 
re-examination of cases. P a r t i c u l a r a.ttention had also been recommended for the 
question of the authority of persons who had the right to give consent to the 
detention of a mentally i l l person and for the decision process concerning the 
type of treatment to be given to patients, as v e i l as for the question of the 
abuse of the c i v i l элd s o c i a l rights of persons considered to be suffering from 
mental i l l - h e a l t h . The abuse of involunttiry h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n , especially i n 
respect of persons who were exercising t h e i r right to freedom of expression, was 
an unacceptable form of v i o l a t i o n of human rig h t s . 

2 2 . The right to privacy \ras an important human right and a l l e f f o r t s should be 
made to protect i t against v i o l a t i o n s resulting from the apiolication of nev; data 
c o l l e c t i o n systems, i . e . computers. Great attention should be paid to the objective 
f o r vihich a computer f i l e v/as established, as \rell as to i t s acc"ara.cy and security. 
Every c i t i z e n should, i n p r i n c i p l e , have the i-ight of artcess to the information 
collected by government authorities about himself. The Hetherlands Government vras 
very concerned about the problem and was nov; preparing several important b i l l s 
comprising general rules f o r the protection of privacy and guarantees of privacy 
i n connection v/ith the recording of personal da.ta by g'overnment i n s t i t i i t i o n s , 
including the police and the internal secuority service. It was important that 
mankind should control and master the developments of modem technology, especiavlly 
i n order to protect human r i g h t s . 

QUESTION OF THE VIOUTION OP НШШТ RIGHTS Ш THE OCCUPIED ШЛ №RRITORIES, HTCLUDDIG 
PAIESTEíE (agenda item 4) (continued) ( E / G H . 4 / 1 S 8 2 / L . 5 and L . 6 ) 

THE RIGHT OP PEOPLES TO SELF-DETERMIIIATIOÎI А1Ш ITS APPLICATION TO PEOPLES ТОШЕН 
COLONIAL OR ALIEN DOIiDTATION OR FOREIGN OCCUPATION (agenda item 9) (continued) 
( E / C N . 4 / 1 9 8 2 / L , 2 and L . 4 ) 

2 3 . Mr. S O I u i VILA (Cuba), speaking on behalf of the sponsors, introduced draft 
resolution E/CN .4/I982/L .6 r e l a t i n g to the question of the v i o l a t i o n of human rights 
i n the occupied Ara.b t e r r i t o r i e s , including Palestine. Tlie draft resolution vras 
based on the principles and purposes of the Charter and the fundamental principles 
of international lav;. After summarizing i t s provisions, he dreví attention to an 
amendment vrhich should be made i n operative paragraph 3 . After the vrords 
"United Nations" the follovring vrords should be inserteds "and the systematic 
v i o l a t i o n of human rights i n the occupied Arab t e r r i t o r i e s , including Palestine, 
constitute". He commended the draft resolution to the Commission for considera/tion 
and adoption. 

The meeting rose at 6 . 0 5 Р'Щ» 
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