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Iurther o my letter of & March 1982 communicating to you the statement
of my delegation on +the cituation of human “iﬁhts in &1 Salvador and in the interest
of continuing to save the time of the Commigsion I wigh to infomm you that my
delegation hag decided not to deliver the statement on Soviet Jeowry for which
it was inscribed.

I would therefore be gratveful if the statement uﬂno ced to thie letter which
wes to have been delivered by lixr. Jacob Stein, adviser the United Liates
representative to the Commisgsion on Humen ights, is circulated to the Commission
as an official document in connection with its consideration on item 12,

- Michael Hovalk
(8igned) . ol e e
- - Representative of the United States
£

of America on the Commisscion on
Human ights

CE.82~1595%
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AWNEX
STATEMEITY 8Y JACOD STLIN, UNITED STATES ADVISER

TO THE THIRTY-BEICGHTE SESSION, UNITED UATIONS
COIRISSION Cif BUMAN RIGHTS, TITEM 12, SOVIDT JEURY

9 HADCH, 1982

Mr, Chairman, my delegation comes from o nation composed of peoples from
some 160 cultures of this world. In the United States, r. Chairmen, all of
us are minorities. Ve comprise the third largest Slaviec culture of the world,
the second largest black culture, the second largest Irish culiure, the second

largest Italian culture, the third or fourth largest Hisy alic culture, and so on.
Perhaps for this reason, Ilr, Chairman, our neople have a sensitivity to the b11mht
of minorities elsewhere on the planet,

Among these minorities, Ilr. Chairmen, there ig often much suffering. In one
short speech, we cannot deal with all the minorities of the world vho need the
attention of this Commission, Yet we ax e attUChPO to many of them by ties of
family and shared history. Ve muet epeak today about a few ol them,

Some of our colleagues heve gpoken eloquently about the plight of the 3ahail,
two generations of whose leadership have already been assassinated, while the third
generation is under threat. Lost year, we gpoke briefly about the plight of
Lithuanian Cathclics, the Latviens, Dstonians and others in the Baltic States

whoge culture, language, religion, and very identity have long been under grevious
threat. Ve spoke earlier in this session about the plight of the black population
in South Africa, a population of 'remendous talenu, potentisl, and high aspiration.
Ve would like to have spoken longer - had time permitted - of the poor imong

people of Ieoo, gentle and solid mountain folk, againgt vhom chemical warfare
has bheen launched. We did speal briefly earlier sbout the embattled Miskito and

Suma. Indians of Hicaragua. Cur concern also extende to the Indians and ladinos
in Cuatemalsa, ermmeshed in deily violence which descends upen both.

Mr. Chairman, sometimes 1t seems ag i1f the world is still very far removed,
in the just and Tair treatment of minorities, from the ideals of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

o

One example may sorve as an illustration of this general vottern around the
world, the plight of the Jews of the Soviet Union.

a5

Three indices of mistreatment stend out: first, the right of emigration and

reunification with families; second, cultural and 1;n~ul stie rightss third,
flagrant discrimination and, in this case, anti-semitic provagands and practise.

Emigration rights are o cornerastone of human rights. The documents of the
great revolution of modern society vigorously articulate this right. The right to
leave a countyry ig precedent for all other rights. Tor a racial community, facing

discrimination and persecution, an is the case of the Jewish community within
the Soviet Union, denial of the rwhht vo leave, may he tantamount te the total
deprivation of lloerty, if not of 1ife itgelf.
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And yet the Soviet Union does not regard itsclf bound by tho solemn

undertakings to vhich it has committed itself, Article l)(g) £ the
Universal JQC]&TublOQ of Human Dights stipuwlates that everyone has the vight to
leave his country and return to hig country. The legally-binding Internatvional

v

Porms of Dacial Digcrimination sets forth in
article 5, poragraph D, subscction 2, the same formwlation, and thig Convention was
adopted unanimously by the Ceneral Assembly on 21 December 19(5. The International
Covenant on Civil and Political Righte in article 12, »eragraph 2, reads: 'everyone
shﬂll be free to leave any country including his own'. Iir, Chairman, this

cgsolution was adoofo@ unanimously by the Ceneral Lssembly on 16 December 1966,
horc~reoently signed by the Soviet Union was the Helsinki UPinal fet in August 1975.
This Aet stressou in the provisions included in basgket 3 that the nartics are to
“expﬂdvte” and “Tfacilitate’ the "reunion of ?ﬂm71¢c”“ and that those applying fO;
exit visas sghould not be deprived of their righ:

Convention ocn the ﬂlﬁmlnuun on or Al

1
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Hr. Chaimman, the interﬂaﬁiomal vommunity should be able to wresume that the
boviet Union which undertool: the pledges conteined in these various documents,
would honour them. Bub, ilr. anlg man, it is & trogic . reality that Jews in the
Soviet Union, gome two and a half to chroc m*]lion in number, are today virtually
denied the right fto leave. The monthly emigration rate for this minority has been
out by 90 per cent sincce 1979. Thousands of Jews have been refuged their exit

oa
visag, and live in & kind of twilishs exigtence. Tany have been denrived of Jjobs
and facing goclal osirascism,

And yet, Ilr. Chairmon, ingtead of I ng its obligation under international
law the Soviet Union engages in greogsg violations of human rights provisions
concerning the Tig’* to emipgrate and the reunicn of familics. Soviet spokesmen
at the Me‘r ¢ Conference have punlicly hinted that the rizht of the Jews desiring
to emigrate iz being held hostage to the detente »rocess. Thic is a cruel and
barbcrous linkage.

Fr., Cheirman, the second measvremont of mincrity humsn rights is the vight
cultural and¢ linguistic freedoms. Here apgein international law is crystal clear.
The International Covenent on Civil and Political Dighte ctates in article 27,
"In those States in which e hﬂlp, religious, or linguistic minorities exist, mersons
belonging wo such mincrities shall not bHe denied the vipht in community vith other
members of thelr groun, to enjoy thelr owm culture, To vprofess their own religion,
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or to use their own longusge.” Yet for the Jevish minority in the Soviet Union,
these obligations, cultural, linpuistic, ecducational, are all oboerved in the
breach. Virtually 21l Jewigh institutiohd7 115@ has been elimincted and Yiddish
language schoolo liguidated. The hag no official staius, and, as

e ha
for the privave teachins of Hebrew, teachers aﬁ@ th“eatened with nossivle arrest

and trial,

Ir. Chairman, tl third measure of of rights is anti-scmiticm and
anti-Jevich discrimingtion, Compounding Sovietv essault on the integrity of
its Jewigh community, on their culture, is the messive anti-gemitic promaganda,
campaign of the Boviet Government in the press end in the cinema. Heve too, the
Soviet Union gtands nalked before the. internationsl community in bieach of its
golemn international undertolkings. The Conventiocn on the Elimination of Al

of ©Wacial Diserimination stipulates in article (4) that contracting parties arc to


http://emigr3.ti.0n
http://mes.su.re
http://assau.lt

B/CH.4/1982/27
Annex
page

eradicate incitement to racial digcrimination.,  Iurther, lir. Chairman, the
International Covenant on Civil and Dolitical Rights in article 20 (2) states

"Any advocacy of national, rascial, or religious hatred that constitutes incitement
to discrimination, hostility or violence shall be prohibited by law'. The

Soviet Union callously violates these obligations through a massive nropaganda
campnaign masked ag anti-Jionism, but which in fact ig directed against Judaism,
Jewigh ftradition and Jewry itself. Stereotypes desipgned to incite to hatred appeoar
in the Soviet press. Jewigh religious worke are violently criticized as refllecting
the basest of human qualities.

Mr, Chairman, with the exit gates virtually closed to Jews, with the pronaganda
of hatred being increasingly disseminated in the Soviet Union, with their right to
enjoy their culture denied, their schoolsg cloged, is it any wonder that the Jews

i L]

of the Boviet Union fear for their fubture and perhaps face a national catastrophe-

Mr, Chaimman, my delegation pleads for this minority, and also for all others
elsevhere in the world, that states everyvhere might begin to meet their obligations
to religious, national, ethnic and other minorities within their own boundaries.

The human race is like a symphony, in vhich each culture plays its proper part.

To damage any one culture is %o damage the harmony and beauty of the vhole,

Mr, Chairman, states are sovereign., But they, too, are under the law,
International law protecting individuals and minorities is the concern of every one
of us. For in this world, we are all minorities. To defend those among us most
in need today is, for each of ug, our own best defence tomorrov.



