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The j n e ^ t i r i ^ t e s ^ o a l l e d _ t o order at ̂ 11.^' á ^ . 

OPEFING OF THE SESSION 

1. The TEMPORARY CHAIRMIT declared open the t h i r t y - e i g h t h session of the Gommisaion 
on Human R i g h t s . 

OPENBTG STATEMENT BY THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OP THE TMITED NATIONS OFFICE AT GENEVA 

2. Mr. COTTAFAVI ( D i r e c t o r General of the United Nations O f f i c e a t Geneva) 
s a i d that the Commission on Hiiman Rights was one of the most e s s e n t i a l organs of 
the United Nations and t h a t . i t had.played a . r o l e . o f prime-Importance ever since 
i t s establishment. The present"''sitúation i n the sphere of hioman r i g h t s was 
p a r t i c u l a r l y acute; Aotion i n a humanitarian s p i r i t . w a s therefore r e q u i r e d eo as 
not to di s a p p o i n t the thousatíds of persons f o r whom the Commission represented the 
r e s o r t of u l t i m a t e hope. ' I t was l a r g e l y i n the l i g h t of i t s performance i n the 
f i e l d of hxm&n r i g h t s that the e f f e c t i v e n e s s of the United Nations would be judged 
i n the years to come. 

5. The opening of the session of the Commission c o i n c i d e d w i t h the appointment 
of the new Secretary-General-of the United' Nations, Mr. -Javier Pérez de Cuéllar, who 
al s o attached enormous importance to h-umanitarian questions and to respect f o r human 
r i g h t s throughout the world. 

4 . The Commission had a very arduous task, c o n s i s t i n g of seminal s t u d i e s , 
f a c t - f i n d i n g i n connection w i t h c e r t a i n s i t u a t i o n s and st a n d a r d - s e t t i n g on c r u c i a l 
questions. I t was concerned not only w i t h the way i n which. Governmerits t r e a t e d ; 
t h e i r s u b j e c t s , but a l s o w i t h n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l s t r u c t u r a l c o n d i t i o n s and 
the humanitarian norms on which the d i g n i t y , freedom and e q u a l i t y of the peoples 
of the world depended. 

5 . He assured the Commission that he would do h i s utmost to a s s i s t i n making the 
session a f r u i t f u l one. 

ADDRESS BY THE DIRECTOR OP THE DIVISION OP HUIRAN RIGHTS 

6. y t c . Van BOVEN ( D i r e c t o r o f the D i v i s i o n of Human R i g h t s ) s a i d that the 
United Nations human r i g h t s programme had broadened while human r i g h t s concept 
had been enriched. However, the debates of the Commission tended to be somewhat 
a b s t r a c t at times. 

7 . The r i g h t to l i f e , proclaimed i n the U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human Rights and 
i n the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Covenant on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l R i g t h s , was without doubt the 
most fmdamental of a . l l human r i g h t s . Respect f o r that r i g h t should therefore be 
one of the most b a s i c concerns of the Commission. The r i g h t to l i f e i n v o l v e d not 
onl y the p r o t e c t i o n of the human person but a l s o the r i g h t of everyone to freedom • 
from want and f e a r . P r o t e c t i o n against want and f e a r were preoccupations of the 
s p e c i a l i z e d organs of the United Nations such as,PAO, the Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l , 
and various disarmament bodies. The Commission's r o l e was e s s e n t i a l l y to i d e n t i f y 
the human' r i g h t s dimensions of those i s s u e s and to c a l l upon the sp e c i a l i z e d . o r g a n s 
concerned to take account of them. The recommendations of the "Seminar on the 
r e l a t i o n s that e x i s t between human r i g h t s , peace and developmen-t", h e l d i n 1981, 
were i n keeping w i t h that p e r s p e c t i v e . 
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The .role of the ConnÙGCion v i t h respect to tho r i ^ h t to l i f e V'C.G per excellence 
to p r o t e c t the hoxic.n percoon and to prex-ent deliher^-te k i l l i n c c perpetrated b y 
organized рог/ег. J e l i h e r a t o a.cpaults on l i f e took v a r i o u s ferras. In 'order to 
express i t s concern about that phenonenon, the General Aooembly ha-d r e c e n t l y adopted 
reconinendations condemnin'^', f o r exai;]plo, the p r a c t i c e of сииис.гу and a r b i t r a r y 
executions, and the bub-CorariisEiion on Trevention of J i c c r i m i n . t i o n and P r o t e c t i o n 
of H i n o r i t i e c had decided to üra\j the a t t e n t i o n of the ConD\"&ion to the i n c r e a s i n g 
number of p o l i t i c a l l y - m o t i v a t e d executions i.'ith a vie\; t o ending then. 

9 . The d e l i b e r a t e k i l l i n g of huinan being? ranlœd among the mo£:t severe and 
shocking v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s i n the v'orld today. Sicamples v;ere u n f o r t u n a t e l y 
only too numerous, p a r t i c u l a . r l y i n Democratic liampuchea, i.diere the k i l l i n g s v.'hich 
had taken т)1асе under the P o l Pot regime, according to the S p e c i a l Púipporteur 
entrusted: by the Sub-Commission v<ith f a c t f i n d i n g on the s i t u a t i o n i n that country, 
c o n s t i t u t e d nothing l e s s than auto-genocide. 

10. Other r e p o r t s submitted to the Gcmmicsion or the General Assembly had r e l a t e d 
s i m i l a r h o r r o r s t o r i e s i n humorous counti-ies and d i f f e r e n t parte of the \юх1й.', i t 
emerged that thousands of persons had been made to disappear i n v o l u n t a r i l y or had 
been k i l l e d , v/hile the number of deaths r e s u l t i n g from t o r t u r e continued to be 
a l a r m i n g l y h i g h . liass k i l l i n g s and massacres continued i n southern A f r i c a ; 
thousands of persons wei-e reported k i l l e d or missing i n C h i l e ; i n Uganda, over 
2 5 0 , 0 0 0 persons vjere reported, to have been k i l l e d under tho róg.lme of P r e s i d e n t Anin; 
a t r o c i o u s k i l l i n g s v.'eie reported to have taken place i n E q u a t o r i a l Guinea under the 
previous régime; i n I9OO, С,0б2 p o l i t i c a l murders v.iere reported to have beon 
cocmitted i n E l Salvador and 5,000 i n Guatemala; s i m i l a r l y , the mass executions 
i n I r a n gave r i s e to serious concern. In i t s most recent annual r e p o r t , the 
Inter-American Commission on iliraan Plights had a l s o reported i n I9OO-I9SI, i n the 
climate of g e n e r a l i s e d v i o l e n c e prevalent i n some c o u n t r i e s , an alarming number of 
3umi:iary, i l l e g a l and e x t r a j u d i c i a l executions. • In mor;t cases such executions had 
been d i r e c t l y comm.itted by s e c u r i t y groups \,'hich .acted \ j i t h impunity outside the 
lav/, and by pa^ramilitary groups V7hich operated v/ith the acquiescence 01- t a c i t 
consent of the Government. As a general r u l e ouch consent had i n d i c a t e d that 
government a u t h o r i t i e s had f a i l e d i n t h e i r o b l i g a t i o n to сагх'у out adequate and 
e f f e c t i v e i n v e s t i g a t i o n s to determine those responsible f o r the cr.imes. 

11. The Cora-iiission v;as duty bound to address i t s e l f to those i s s u e s as urgent 
p r i o r i t y concerns, bearing i n mind tuo c r u c i a l p i r i n c i p l e s embodied i n the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments on human r i g h t s and humanitarian lav;: Governments had 
a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to prevent k i l l i n g s i n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e countries and should not 
themselves engage i n or condone such k i l l i n g r . ; . The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Court of J u s t i c e 
had h e l d i n one case that "the o b l i g a t i o n s of a. State towards the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community as a ^.'hole ... ai-e the concern of a l l S t a t e s . . . In view of the 
importance of the r i g l i t s i n v o l v e d , a l l States can be hold to have a l e g a l i n t e r e s t 
i n t h e i r p r o t e c t i o n ; .they are o b l i g a t i o n s erga omnes The Court had c i t e d 
as ejcamplec o b l i g a t i o n s d e r i v i n g ' "from the p z l n c i p l e o and r u l e s concerning the 
ba.oic r i g h t s of the î̂ ûjaan person''. 
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1 2 , I t was a f a c t that the v i c t i m s of gross v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s and fimdamental 
freedoms 'placed t h e i r hope i n the United Nations and regarded the OrgSJiization as 
t h e i r l i f e l i n e . I t was d i f f i c u l t to conceive that the United Nations could shut i t s 
eyes to such p l e a s . I t should analyse a l l s i t u a t i o n s where there were v i o l a t i o n s of 
human r i g h t s . I t s a u t h o r i t y derived from a p o l i t i c a l choice on the part of Member 
St a t e s ; when they f e l t that v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s were t a k i n g p l a c e , i t was 
f o r them to b r i n g such s i t u a t i o n s before the appropriate fогтжз and to propose that 
appropriate a c t i o n be taken. There was room f o r improvement i n the s e l e c t i o n of 
such cases; i n the i n t e r i m , however, i t was -onaccepta.ble that a s i t u a t i o n of gross 
v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s i n any country should not be discussed or a c t i o n not taken 
thereon simply because other s i t u a t i o n s had not been taken up as w e l l . The 
United- Nations could not wait to condemn a l l c o u n t r i e s g u i l t y of human r i g h t s 
v i o l a t i o n s before i t focused on v i o l a t i o n s i n some c o u n t r i e s . I t would have great 
d i f f i c u l t y i n e x p l a i n i n g to v i c t i m s that i t could not act to r e l i e v e t h e i r s u f f e r i n g 
because other s i t u a t i o n s had not been given a t t e n t i o n ; i t could not j u s t i f y i t s 
i n a c t i o n on specious grounds of i n j u s t i c e or d i s c r i m i n a t i o n vis-à-vis other S t a t e s . 
I f i t was to r e t a i n i t s c r e d i b i l i t y i n the f i e l d of human r i g h t s , i t must u r g e n t l y 
deal v i i t h the p r o t e c t i o n of huraan l i f e and address the probleas of genocide or p o l i t i c a l 
l i q u i d a t i o n , mass k i l l i n g s , a r b i t r a r y or summary executions, disappearances, t o r t u r e s , 
the k i l l i n g of refugees, or the i n d i s c r i m i n a t e k i l l i n g s of c i v i l i a n s d u r i n g armed 
c o n f l i c t s . 

13» Although a c t i o n was a matter f o r the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of States members of the 
Commission entrusted w i t h the powers of d e c i s i o n , he wished to i n d i c a t e some of the 
options which appeared to be a v a i l a b l e . The p r o t e c t i o n of human l i f e and the 
prevention of k i l l i n g s could become a p r i o r i t y theme of the Commission i n i t s f u t u r e 
programme and i n the c o n s i d e r a t i o n of s p e c i f i c s i t u a t i o n s i n v o l v i n g gross and 
con s i s t e n t v i o l a t i o n s of hui'.ian r i g h t s . That theme could a l s o be the focus of the 
di s c u s s i o n s to be h e l d i n 1985 i n the context of the t h i r t y - f i f t h a n niversary of the 
U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n of Human R i g h t s . The Cor/miission could designate a s p e c i a l 
rapporteur to examine the question and s i t u a t i o n s of d e l i b e r a t e k i l l i n g s and 
t a k i n g of human l i v e s by organized power, зла submit a report to the Commission at one 
of i t s f u t u r e s e s s i o n s , A h i g h - l e v e l meeting of experts could a l s o be convened to 
discuss those questions and s i t u a t i o n s and to rep o r t to the Commission, 

14• Unless the Commission considered those questions u r g e n t l y and took appropriate 
and meaningful a c t i o n , i t would h a r d l y be deserving of i t s name and the anguish of 
people on the edge of s u r v i v a l would weigh upon everyone's conscience. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS (item 1 of the p r o v i s i o n a l agenda) 

1 5 . Mr. MAE5IM0V.(Byelorussian Soviet S o c i a l i s t Republic) nominated Mr, Garvalov 
(Bu l g a r i a ) f o r the o f f i c e of Chairman, 

1 6 . Mr, SALiffl-BEY ( A l g e r i a ) , № . BEÁULNE (Canada), Mr. POUYOUROS (Cyprus) and 
Mrs. ODIO BENITO (Costa Rica) supported the nomination, . ̂  

1 7 . Mr. Garvalov (B u l g a r i a ) yjas e l e c t e d Chg.irman by accla.mation. 
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18. №?. Ga.rvalov ( B u l g a r i a ) took the Chair. 

1 9 . The СНАХНИМ thanked the Commission and s a i d that h i s e l e c t i o n c o n s t i t u t e d an 
honour f o r the People's Republic of B u l g a r i a f o r i t s c o n t r i b u t i o n to the a c t i v i t i e s 
of the United Nations and to those of the Coimnission i n p a r t i c u l a r . Ever since the 
Commission had been e s t a b l i s h e d , i t had unceasingly concerned i t s e l f w i t h the most 
important i s s u e s i n the f i e l d of human r i g h t s ; the ways and means i t had proposed 
to that end and i t s work on the c o d i f i c a t i o n of norms had c o n t r i b u t e d to the 
furthera-nce of i n t e r n a t i o n a l co-operation i n that f i e l d . He was sure that the 
Coiîimission would continue to play an important r o l e i n achie v i n g the o b j e c t i v e 
enunciated i n A r t i c l e 1 , paragraph 3 , of the Charter of the u n i t e d Nations, 
which he quoted, 

2 0 . He d i d not wish to undertake an e v a l u a t i o n of the work of the Commission, but 
rath e r to give a synopsis of the views which he had already a i r e d before the 
Commission and elsewhere on a number of occasions. Rarely i f ever had the 
Commission met at a more demanding time than the present. While i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
co-operation was the p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r respect f o r human r i g h t s , i t could be seen that 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s had taken a t u r n f o r the worse and there was even t a l k 
of nuclear war, which threatened the i n v i o l a b l e r i g h t of a l l nations to l i v e i n 
peace and s e c i x r i t y . A l l human r i g h t s depended on that p r i m o r d i a l r i g h t . The peoples 
of the world were vmanimous i n demanding the r i g h t to l i v e i n a world at peace, 
f r e e of the threat of war; the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community should t h e r e f o r e i n t e n s i f y 
i t s e f f o r t s to promote peace and disarmament, f o r which i n t e r n a t i o n a l détente provided 
a framework. Détente must be pronioted, since the peoples of the world wished to 
devote t h e i r resources to improving t h e i r l i v i n g c o n ditions r a t h e r than spending them 
on arms, and were c e r t a i n l y not i n d i f f e r e n t to the approach of a nuc l e a r catastrophe 
which would wipe out c i v i l i z a t i o n . 

2 1 . In d i s c h a r g i n g i t s mandate, the Commission must help States and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
community to ensure the i n v i o l a b i l i t y of the r i g h t to l i f e , and to a,chieve 
internatiопэ,1 detente and disarmament. At the same time i t should take account of the 
priraary importance which many developing States attached to the promotion of economic, 
s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s . In that r e s p e c t , the r i g h t to development merited 
p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n and the c o d i f i c a t i o n of that r i g h t was one of the main taskp 
of the Commission, The d r a f t i n g of i n t e r n a t i o n a l instruments would be another 
important task. The Coira-nission should a l s o continue to pay due a t t e n t i o n to cases 
of f l a g r a n t and systematic v i o l a t i o n s of huinan r i g h t s . I t had a crowded agenda, 
i n which a l l the items were iraportant; the Chairman intended, w i t h the co-operation 
of the members of the Commission, to ensure the c o n s i d e r a t i o n of each item under 
normal c o n d i t i o n s . 

2 2 . The success of the session depended to a great extent upon colla-boration 
betvreen the members of the Gcm-aission. For h i s part he would very much appreciate 
such co-operation and assiired members that he would be i n constant touch w i t h them. 
He would seek general agreement whenever p o s s i b l e , and would not h e s i t a t e to give 
a r u l i n g whenever a s i t u a t i o n so warranted or to r u l e out of order n a t t e r s outside 
the agenda. When the r u l e s of procedure l e n t themselves to d i f f e r e n t i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s , 
common sense should p r e v a i l . He concluded by welcoming the new members of the 
Commission (China, Gambia, I t a l y , Japan, Rwanda, Togo, Zimbabwe) and congratulated 
those members which had been r e - e l e c t e d at the f i r s t r e g u l a r s e s s i o n of the 
Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l i n I 9 8 I . 
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2 3 . Иг... BEAïïLME (Canada) naninated îtr, Kooijmans (Netherlands) for the office oí' 
Vice-Chai-xffian. 

Mr,.„_1Ш1АЬ'У (:?ak:i3tan.) seconded the nomination. 

Mr, m m (Senega.!) nardnatsd ïîr. S a l a h ^ e y ( A l g e r i a ) f o r the office of 
Vioe-Chairman. He congratulated Gasibia, a new member coxmtxy of i i i e Cocmission 
wMch had formed a new co n f e d e r a t i o n w i t h Senegal, Senegambia, the b i r t h of which 
had been proolaimed t i m t day. 

2 6 . i-fe. ВАЙАКА'Г (Jordan) nocxinated î'ir, Pouyouros (Cyprus) f o r the office of 
Vice-Chaiiraan. 

2 7 . te, PIARTIHBZ (Argentina) supported t h a t ncBîination and the two which had 
preceded i t . 

28» Mr. SÍMH-.BEY ( A l g e r i a ) s\xpporteá the ncanination of íír. Pouyouros for the 
o f f i c e of Vice-Chaisraan, 

2 9 . Мг8> ppIO 3EHIT0 (Costa Fdca) stipporteu the Шгее nominations which had been 
made. 

3 0 , Hr^ 1СооУ}а8Л8...(УеШ^^ I'Ir« Salah. ^ y . C A l ^ ^ e r^ a ) l i i " ^ Pcuyouros (Cyprus) 
were e l e c t e d Vice~ChaixTda,a by^ ac 

51. Mrs., 01)10 BENITO (Costa R i c a ) nominated lîr. Daverede (Argentina) for the office 
of Rapporte-uT'. 

3 2 . Ул^, SALAH-BBY (A ..geria) seconded the n.<^i:,aation, 

3 3 . Mr..paverede..(Дг^':екti.^^ fe;lGçted Ra,ï>portetir by acclamation. 

JffiOPTION OP THE А:-Шк (item 2 of the p r o v i s i o n a l agenda), (E/GH ,4/14ÔO) 

3 4 . The p r o v i s i o n a l ai--;enáa уаз a^lopted. 




