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Implementation of the outcome of the United Nations Conference on
Human Settlements (Habitat II)

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 51/177 of 16 December 1996, in which it endorsed the
Istanbul Declaration on Human Settlements1 and the Habitat Agenda,2 adopted by the
United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II) at Istanbul on 14 June
1996,

Further recalling its resolutions 52/190 of 18 December 1997 and 52/192 of 18
December 1997 on the follow-up to decisions of Habitat II and the future role of the
Commission on Human Settlements,

Also recalling its resolution 53/242 of 28 July 1999 on environment and human
settlements,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on environment and human
settlements,3

Having also considered the report of the Commission on Human Settlements on
the work of its seventeenth session,4
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1. Takes notes with appreciation of the report of the Commission on Human
Settlements on the work of its seventeenth session;4

2. Welcomes the steps taken by the Acting Executive Director of the United
Nations Centre for Human Settlements to strengthen the normative and operational
activities of the Centre so as to enable it to effectively exercise its vital role as focal point
for the implementation of the Habitat Agenda;

3. Welcomes the progress made by the Acting Executive Director in the
revitalization of the Centre, and further welcomes the decision of the Commission on
Human Settlements mandating the Executive Director to implement the Centre's new
strategic vision comprehensively through the launching of the Global Campaign for
Secure Tenure and the Global Campaign on Urban Governance;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that the staffing of the new
organizational structure is completed as a matter of urgency in accordance with the
principle of equitable geographical representation and gender balance, in accordance with
the relevant United Nations rules and regulations;

5. Also requests the Secretary-General as a matter of urgency to appoint a full-
time Executive Director for the Centre in accordance with General Assembly resolution
53/242;

6. Takes note of the increased cooperation and collaboration between the United
Nations Centre for Human Settlements and the United Nations Environment Programme
within the framework of their respective mandates and separate programmatic, budgetary
and organizational identities;

7. Calls upon Governments to ensure the provision of sufficient financial support
to the Centre;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to provide additional resources from the
regular budget to the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements in accordance with
current budgetary practices and procedures;

9. Welcomes the decision by the Economic and Social Council to devote its
coordination segment in the year 2000 to human settlements issues and the
implementation of the Habitat Agenda, and requests the Secretary-General to ensure that
the report submitted to the Council under the segment along with its recommendations
be made available to the General Assembly for its consideration under the sub-item
entitled “Implementation of the outcome of the United Nations Conference on Human
Settlements (Habitat II)”;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at its
fifty-fifth session a report on the implementation of the present resolution;

11. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-fifth session the
sub-item entitled “Implementation of the outcome of the United Nations Conference on
Human Settlements (Habitat II)”.


