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INTRODUCTION

This document provides information relating to the Forum on New Trends in Competition Law and

their Implications for Business in Central and Eastern Europe on the following:

1. Background and Aims

2. Forum Programme

3. Working Groups

4. Meeting of the Working Party on International Commercial and Legal Practice (WP.5)

5. Other Details

This Information Bulletin supplements information contained in Information Bulletin Number 1.

1. BACKGROUND AND AIMS

An effective competition law and policy is a key component of a properly functioning market economy

and is an essential prerequisite for the development of a strong private sector.  Competition brings

benefits to the consumer in higher quality, lower priced goods, and greater choice.  It provides the

private sector with new opportunities to grow and prosper, which boosts the economy in terms of

trade and employment.  In addition, competition at home allows companies to compete more

successfully abroad.

These facts are becoming increasingly recognized in most transition economies of central and eastern

Europe and the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS).  Formerly, in the early stages of

transition, competition policy was not a priority.  The privatization of State-owned enterprises and the

attraction of foreign direct investment (FDI) overshadowed other concerns and indeed, were

sometimes implemented by anti-competitive policies such as granting monopoly rights or tariff

protection.

Now, in the post-privatization phase of transition, the competition authorities in central and eastern

Europe are having to consider the effects of these policies from the competition perspective.  In

addition, the competition authorities in those countries which are acceding to the European Union

(EU) must harmonize their competition legislation with that of the EU.  At the same time, they must

deal with an increasing number of mergers and acquisitions that are taking place as part of a

restructuring process.  In the CIS countries, by contrast, many anti-monopoly authorities still must deal

with the anti-competitive effects of large State-owned enterprises. 
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Accordingly, the actions of anti-monopoly and competition authorities in these regards will strongly

affect how business operates.  It is important that these actions take into account the need to develop

the private sector, which still remains weak in many of the transition economies, as well as the need

to promote economic growth and development.

In view of the importance of these issues, the Working Party on International Commercial and Legal

Practice at its last session agreed to consider the new trends in competition law and policy and their

implications for business.  It agreed to hold an international Forum on this topic in a central European

economy. Brno, the hometown of the Office for the Protection of Competition of the Czech Republic,

has been selected. Furthermore, this Office has participated in the initial stages of the preparations for

the Forum.

The aim of the Forum is to bring together representatives of competition authorities, the business

community, the legal profession, international organizations and the academic community, to identify

those areas where improvements in the implementation of competition rules can promote economic

development.  The Forum will formulate (for the approval of the Working Party) a set of practical

principles for best practices related to the implementation of new approaches to competition in order

to assist policy makers in the region.

2. FORUM PROGRAMME

Monday, 29 November

08:00 Registration and Coffee

08:30 Welcoming Remarks

Speakers:

• Mr. Petr Duchon, Mayor of Brno 

• Mr. Yves Berthelot, Executive Secretary, UN/ECE

• Mr. Josef Bednar, Chairman, Office for the Protection of Competition  

• Mr. Pavel Mertlik, Deputy Prime Minister, Ministry of Finance, (to be confirmed)



09:00 OPENING SESSION AND DISCUSSION: The Main Challenges facing
Competition Policy Makers in Central and Eastern Europe and the CIS

Chair:

• Mr. David Winter OBE, Chairman, UN/ECE Working Party on International Legal and

Commercial Practice; Deputy Chairman, Russo-British Chamber of Commerce

Presentations:

• View from a central European competition authority. Mr. Josef Bednar, Chairman, Office for the

Protection of Competition

• View from the EU. Mr. Alexander Schaub, Director-General, EC Directorate General (DGIV),

Competition Policy (to be confirmed)

• Review of international experience. M. Philippe Brusick, Director, United Nations Conference on

Trade and Development (UNCTAD), Competition Policy

• View from an anti–monopoly authority of the CIS.

• View from the private sector.

• View from the UN/ECE. Mr. Geoffrey Hamilton, Regional Adviser, UN/ECE

Issues:

• Economic development and competition : what is the role and responsibility of the State ?

• Approximation and harmonization of competition legislation 

• Should competition legislation be sensitive to the interests of the new emerging private sector –

if so, how could this be done?

• How have competition policies worldwide contributed to economic development? Specifically,

what is the role of competition legislation?

• How can anti-monopoly legislation and authorities in CIS countries deal with large State and

privately owned conglomerates which threaten competition?

10:30 Coffee Break

11.00 SESSION 1: State Aids

Chair:

• To be announced



TRADE/WP.5/1999/14
page 5 

Presentations:

• View from an EU newcomer. Mr. Kurt Graf, Office of the Federal Chancellor, Austria

• View from the Czech Republic Ministry of Finance.
• View from the EU. Mr. Roland Kobia, EC DGIV

• View from private business.

• View from a high representative of Poland.

Issues:

• Legal regulation

• State aids are anti-competitive, but in what cases is it appropriate to use them?

• How should a competition authority investigate the use of State aids ?

• What obligations do Governments have in removing State aids ?

11:40 SESSION 2:   Mergers and Acquisitions: the Role of Anti-Monopoly and
Competition Legislation and Authorities in Approving Mergers and Acquisitions

Chair:

• To be announced

Presentations:

• View from a foreign investor

• View from the EU

• View from a CEE/CIS competition authority

Issues:

• The relationship of business policy to competition legislation

• Mega-mergers – a new challenge for antitrust law

12:20 SESSION 3:  Public Procurement

Chair:

• To be announced

Presentations:

• Professor Velià Leone, Partner in Berwin, Leighton, Law Firm, Brussels (to be confirmed)
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Issues:

• Legal regulations

• Practical experience of applicants

• Administrative monopolies

13:00 Lunch

14:00 Working Groups
(Coffee Break in the meantime)

17:30 SESSION 4:  Harmonization of Competition Legislation with that of the EU

Chair:

• To be announced

Presentations:

• View from a Phare Programme Competition Expert. M. Francesco Apruzzi, Legal Consultant to

the Anti-Monopoly Office of the Slovak Republic, Attorney at Law, Brussels

• View from a central European competition authority. Mr. Peter Niznansky, Chairman, Anti-

Monopoly Office of the Slovak Republic

• View from the private sector of EU Accession’s impact upon competition. Mr. Richard Eccles,

Cameron McKenna, Brussels

• View from a new EU member. Dr. Peter Matousek, Head of Competition Department, Vienna

Issues:

• What are the arrangements by which competition authorities are able to secure their

independence from political and business pressures?

• To what extent have EU accession countries succeeded in applying new competition laws to their

jurisdictions?

• What is the experience of new EU members, e.g. Austria, in applying EU norms to their national

competition legislation?

20:00 Cocktail Party
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Tuesday, 30 November

08:30 SESSION 5:   Implementation of Competition Legislation

Chair:

• To be announced

Presentations:

• Dr. Alexandr Cesar, Baker & McKenzie, Prague

• Professor Denis Philippe, Professor at the Université Catholique de Louvain, Belgium; Attorney

at Law, Brussels and Luxembourg

• “The Responsibility of the Judiciary in the Implementation of Competition Laws”

Issues:

• What role does the judiciary play in the enforcement of competition legislation?

• How can competition authorities investigate cartel agreements amongst enterprises in order to

ensure effective implementation of competition legislation?

• What rights of appeal are available to the parties in a competition case?

09.30 Working Groups

10.30 Coffee Break

11.00 CLOSING SESSION AND DISCUSSION: Reports of the Working Groups

Issues:

• Can cooperation between competition authorities help implement the recommendations of the

Forum?

12:30 Close and Lunch

14:30 48th Session of the Working Party on International Commercial and Legal
Practice  which will continue during the full day of 1 December 1999.



3.   WORKING GROUPS

Working group discussions will take place at the times indicated in the programme. The purpose of

these working groups is to provide an opportunity for more detailed expert discussion involving

representatives from competition authorities, the judiciary, academia and individual enterprises.

In addition to these groups, there will also be three specialized working groups established to discuss

the following topics and issues:

State Aids
• Legal regulations

• Collaboration among monitoring institutions

• Investment incentives

• Recovery of unlawful aids

• State aid in sensitive sectors

Public Procurement
• Legal regulations

• Natural monopolies

• Training programmes for contracting authorities and applicants

Mergers and Acquisitions
• Criteria for the approval of mergers and acquisitions

• Co-operation between national competition authorities

• Splitting-up enterprises in the case of serious threats to competition

 (general problems of  de-monopolization will be covered in this Working Group, too)

These working groups will each elect chairmen who will present the report of their groups’

deliberations at the end of the Session.

4. MEETING OF THE WORKING PARTY ON INTERNATIONAL LEGAL AND
COMMERCIAL PRACTICE

The Working Party on International Legal and Commercial Practice shall convene its forty-eighth

session on the afternoon of Tuesday, 30 November and all of Wednesday, 1 December 1999. 
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Delegates to the Forum are encouraged to attend this meeting.  Experts at the Working Party will

review a document containing the reports and recommendations of the Forum.

5. OTHER DETAILS

Documentation and recommendations of the Forum

Written submissions by speakers and delegates to the Forum are welcome.  The Working Party will

review these submissions with a view to their eventual publication by the United Nations.  In

addition, the Final Document of the Forum will be approved by the Working Party on International

Legal and Commercial Practice (WP.5), and will be available to the participants after the Forum.

This document will be officially published by the UN.

Conference Venue and Hotel Arrangements

The Forum and WP.5 Session will take place in Brno, Czech Republic.  Brno is the Czech Republic’s

second largest city with almost 400,000 inhabitants.  The city is situated 200 km east of Prague and

100 km north of Vienna.  In the 18  and 19  centuries, Brno was one of the largest centres for theth th

textile and machine industries in the Habsburg Empire.  Today, the Supreme Court and

Constitutional Court are based in Brno.  The Office for the Protection of Competition of the Czech

Republic is to be found in the same building.

The Forum will take place in the Rotunda, part of the world-famous Brno Exhibition Centre.

In close proximity to this venue are several leading hotels.  The conference organizer has reserved

a number of rooms at the Hotel Voronez at a special conference price.  Those seeking reservations

should contact the Forum’s local organizers, the BIP Group, at the contact details given below.

Travel

If you are flying to the Czech Republic, Czech Airlines (CSA) is the Forum’s Official Airline, and

has kindly offered a 25% discount on Economy Class tickets, and a 50% discount on Business Class

tickets.

Brno can be accessed by train and by bus both from Vienna and Prague. If you are using a car, there

is a highway from Prague to Brno and about 2 hours are needed (max 130 km/hour), from



Vienna you need to use a normal road from Vienna to the frontier and about 20 km after the frontier

then a high-speed road (130 km/hour) is available; the whole roughly 120 km travel needs about 1

hour 40 minutes.

Of course, the local organizer will prepare special cars and (mini)buses for those who come to the

Prague or Vienna airports and would prefer some prepared arrangement instead of individual travel

to Brno. The exact arrangement will be prepared depending on interests of the participants and the

time schedules of their landing and departures in Prague and in Vienna. If there are a sufficient

number of participants who are interested, the official airline, CSA, can arrange charter flights from

Prague to Brno. You are recommended to contact Mr.Dymacek at the BIP group, whose contact

information is given below, as soon as possible, in order to ensure that your travel can be made as

easy and comfortable.

Participation Fee
 There is no registration or participation fee for this Forum.

Languages
Simultaneous interpretation will be provided in Czech, English, French and Russian during the

plenary sessions.

Cocktail Reception
The UN/ECE is pleased to announce that a cocktail reception will be provided after the last Working

Group session on Monday, 29 November 1999.

Registration and Further Information
Interested parties are invited to fill out the attached Registration Form (see Annex) and return it to

Mr. Geoffrey Hamilton at the contact details given below:

Mr. Geoffrey Hamilton

Regional Advisor

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UN/ECE) 

Room 433, Palais des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland

Fax: (+41 22) 917 0037

E-mail: tips@unece.org (for registrations)

geoffrey.hamilton@unece.org

Tel: (+41 22) 917 2838
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If you should require any further information regarding the logistical aspects of this Forum, please

contact the Forum’s local organizers, the BIP Group at the contact details given below:

Mr. Michael Dymacek

Chairman of the Board and CEO

Business and Investment Promotion (BIP) Group

Behounska 20

602 00 Brno, Czech Republic

Fax: (+420 5) 4221 8256

E-mail: mdymacek@iol.cz

bip.group@iol.cz

Tel: (+420 5) 4221 8255
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Annex

REGISTRATION FORM

FORUM ON NEW TRENDS IN COMPETITION LAW AND THEIR IMPLICATIONS
FOR BUSINESS IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE

Organized by the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UN/ECE)
with the participation of 

the Ministry of Industry and Trade and the Office for the Protection of Competition 
of the Czech Republic

To be held in Brno, Czech Republic, 29 November - 1 December 1999

Mr. Geoffrey Hamilton

Regional Adviser

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe

Room 433, Palais des Nations

CH–1211 Geneva 10,  Switzerland

Fax: (+41 22) 917 0037

Tel: (+41 22) 917 2838 or 917 1711 or 917 1286

E-mail: tips@unece.org

Name: Mr./Ms./Mrs................................................ First Name:.................................................

Nationality: .................................................................................................................................

Official position (in own country): ..............................................................................................

Organization/Company: .........................…........................................................................

Permanent Office Address: .........................…........................................................................
........................….................................................................…...................................................
............…....................................................................................................................................

Telephone No. (please indicate country and city codes): ......................................................
Telefax No. (please indicate country and city codes):  .......................................................
E-mail address: ...........................................................................................................................
Internet Address:  .......................................................................................................................

____________


