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I NFORVATI ON NOTI CE NO. 1

1. This Information Notice contains details concerning the

organi zation of, and participation in, the International Conference on
“Technol ogy Transfer for Econom c Devel opnent: Experience for Countries
in Transition” to be held in Zagreb-Kunrovec (Croatia) on 19-20 June
2000. It is organized jointly by the United Nati ons Econon ¢ Conmi ssion
for Europe (Coordinating Unit for Operational Activities), the Mnistry
of Science and Technol ogy of the Republic of Croatia and the Centre of
Technol ogy Transfer (Zagreb).

Scope and Purpose of the Conference

2. During the last ten years, countries in transition have been using
di fferent technology transfer nethods in order to inprove their
technol ogy standards and reduce the technol ogy gap between their
econoni es and the econom es of the nore devel oped countries. Technol ogy
transfer in both directions is inperative for successful economc

devel opnent, especially in the energi ng know edge- based economi es.
Technol ogy transfer is a powerful tool which may assist countries in
transition to catch up with the technol ogy | eaders. However, a range of
different conditions, skills and know edge have to be net by the
countries in transition in order to attract, transfer and apply the
foreign technol ogi es.

3. The Conference has been designed to give an insight into the best
technol ogy transfer practices and related issues with a viewto their
further devel opnent and inplenentation for the benefit of both

devel oped countries and economes in transition. The Conference wll
al l ow representatives of Governments, higher education institutions,
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technol ogy support and diffusion organi zations, and industry in the
econonmies in transition as well as in developed countries to share their
experiences and to establish new contacts with officials and experts in
ot her countri es.

Venue

4. The Conference will take place at the Scientific and Educati ona
Centre-Kunrovec in Kunrovec, near Zagreb. The |ocal organizer wll
provide bus transfer fromthe hotel Espl anade-Zagreb to Kunrovec and
back.

Thenes of the Conference

5. It is proposed that the follow ng i ssues be considered at the
Conference in plenary sessions:

(a) Strategi c aspects of technol ogy transfer

Technol ogy devel opment of a nation generally requires strategic

pl anning to understand the strengths and weaknesses of the country
and to design a nodel for economn c devel opnent through technol ogy.
Different nodels and nethods are used in different countries with
varyi ng success. The conparative advantages and di sadvant ages of
these nodels as well as other strategic technol ogy transfer issues
will be presented, like the role of foreign direct investnent,;
stock of national human capital; technol ogy and industri al
infrastructure; and even ethical issues.

(b) Best practices in the transfer of technol ogy

Country reports and/ or case studies on best practices in technol ogy
transfer will be presented under this theme with special enphasis
on such issues as the pronotion of technol ogi cal innovations and
the creation of new conpani es based on new and generic

t echnol ogi es.

(c) Key factors for technol ogy transfer

Among the key issues which are of inportance for transition
econom es in the catching up process, the following will be
addressed: role of networking and international cooperation
technol ogy needs identification;, venture capital financing with
enphasi s on seed and start-up capital; support for SMES that |ack
the internal capacity to make effective and conti nued use of

t echnol ogi cal innovations for sustainable conpetitivenes.

(d) Technol ogy transfer between hi gher education and industry

The hi gher education sector is perceived as a source of new

t echnol ogi es and of human capital needed for technol ogy

devel opnent. In recent years, “scientification” of the econony and
growi ng needs for the comercialization of R and D results have
brought about a whol e range of new challenges for this sector -
fromlicensing and patenting, through education for technol ogy
managenent and forecasting, to academ c entrepreneurship. These

i ssues as well as best practices in technology transfer from
universities to industry will be addressed under this thene.



OPA/ AC. 15/ 1

page 3
6. The final programre of the Conference will be determined in the
I ight of responses received frompotential participants and will be
mailed to all registered participants in May-June 2000. It is expected

t hat concl usi ons and recommendati ons will be adopted on the final day of
t he Conference.

7. On Sunday, 18 June 2000, a guided tour in Zagreb will be organized

for participants. Those persons who wish to take part in this tour
should so indicate in the attached registration form

Partici pation

8. Participation in the Conference is open to all interested persons
fromcountries nenbers of the ECE and, under the relevant articles of the
ternms of reference of ECE, to representatives of other States Menbers of
the United Nations as well as to representatives of specialized agencies,
and i ntergovernnmental and non-governnental international organizations
normal Iy participating in the activities of the ECE. Representatives of
universities and rel evant societies, and i ndependent experts can al so
participate at the invitation of the host authorities.

9. The Conference is expected to attract participation of governnent
officials and policy-nakers at national, regional and |local |evels
dealing with technol ogy transfer, industrial and educational policy;
managers of technol ogy centres, science parks, business incubators and

i nnovation centres; and representatives of higher education institutions,
R and D organi zati ons and innovative industrial firns.

10. Travel expenses and the cost of accommpdation, etc. should be
covered by the participants thenselves. Participants will be
accommodated in the hotel Esplanade-Zagreb. The indicative price for a
singl e room (including breakfast) is around DEM 130.

11. Al participants should be in possession of a valid passport or
national identity card, with, if necessary, an entry visa which nay be
obtai ned fromthe diplomatic representation of Croatia in the
participant's hone country. It is advisable that visa applications, if
requi red, be nmade at the earliest possible date.

Pr oceedi ngs and docunent ati on

12. The Conference will be held in English. The discussion on each
theme of the Conference will be handl ed by a di scussion | eader who wil|
i ntroduce the thene, animate the discussion and sunmari ze t he

del i berations on the thene.

13. Interested persons are invited to transmit to the secretariat and
to the National Oganizing Cormittee (for addresses and fax numbers

pl ease see paragraph 17 of the present Information Notice) as soon as
possi bl e, but not later than 1 March 2000, a one-page abstract of papers
to be presented at the Conference. The abstract should contain the ful
title of the paper, the nanme(s) and affiliation of its author(s), and a
short description of the paper’s contents.

14. The full text of the paper (not exceeding 10 typed pages in A4
format)in English should be transmtted to the ECE secretariat (for
addresses and fax nunbers pl ease see paragraph 17 of the present



OPA/ AC. 15/ 1
page 4

Information Notice) not later than 15 April 2000. The secretariat wll
review the papers and return themto the authors, together with an
official cover page (carrying the docunent symbol, the United Nations
enblem etc.) for retyping (if necessary) and reproduction in 100 copies.
After reproduction, these copies should be sent by mail to the Nationa
Organi zing Comrittee in Zagreb (see address in para.17 below), or the
authors may wish to bring themto the Conference thensel ves. Copies of
all papers to be presented at the Conference will be distributed to al
participants during registration in Zagreb

15. Partici pants who wi sh to make use of audio-visual aids (films,
transparencies, slides, etc.) are invited to informthe Nationa
Organi zing Comrittee accordingly.

Reqgi stration

16. Each participant is requested to conplete the attached registration
formand send it as soon as possible, but not later than 1 March 2000 to
t he addresses indicated thereon (preferably by tel efax).

17. For further details or information, please contact:

Econom ¢ Conmi ssion for Europe
M. A Mevski

Pal ai s des Nati ons

8- 14 Avenue de | a Pai X

1211 GENEVA 10 Phone Nos. : +(4122) 917 3296 or 3666
Switzerl and Tel efax No.: +(4122) 917 0178

E-mail: andr ei . maevski @inece. org
or

Nati onal Organizing Committee

Ms. Jadranka Svarc

Head of Depart nent

M nistry for Science and Technol ogy
Trg. J.J. Strossnmayera, 4

10000 Zagreb Phone Nos.: +(3851) 459 4443
Croatia +(3851) 459 4444
Tel efax No.: +(3851) 459 4469
E-mail : j adranka. svarc@ci ence. hr

18. Further information, including the provisional technical programe,
a list of papers, authors and other information will be provided in
Informati on Notice No.2 which will be issued in April 2000.
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REG STRATI ON FORM
I nternati onal Conference on
“Technol ogy Transfer for Econom ¢ Devel opnent:
Experi ence for Countries in Transition”

Zagreb (Croatia), 19-20 June 2000

Each participant in the Conference is requested to conplete this

form (typewitten or in handwitten block letters, please) and to send it
by mail or preferably by telefax as soon as possible, but not later than
1 March 2000 to both of the addresses given bel ow

Econom ¢ Conmmi ssi on for Europe Nati onal Organizing Committee
M. Andrei Maevski Ms. Jadranka Svarc

Pal ai s des Nati ons Head of Departnent, MOST

8-14 Avenue de | a Pai x Trg. J.J. Strossmayera, 4
1211 GENEVA 10 10000 Zagreb

Switzerl and Croatia

Tel efax No.: +(4122) 917 0178 Tel efax No,: +(3851) 459 4469

Famly name (M. /Ms.): . . . . . . . . . . First nane:

Titl e/ function:

Country and organi zati on:

Addr ess:

Phone No.: . . . . . . . . . . . . Fax No.:

E- Mui | :

intend to present a paper under thene (a), (b), (c), or (d) entitled:

wish to take part in a guided tour in Zagreb on Sunday, 18 June 2000:

(yes) (no)

Date: . . . . . . . . . . . .. Si gnat ur e:



