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The General Assembly, at its fifty-third session, adopted resolution 53/53 entitled “Work
of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the
Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories”, in which, among other
matters, it requested the Special Committee

“... pending complete termination of the Israeli occupation, to continue to investigate
Israeli policies and practices in the occupied Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem,
and other Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967, especially Israeli lack of
compliance with the provisions of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 Augu$849, and to consult, as appropriate,

with the International Committee of the Red Cr@sxording to its regulations in order

to ensure that the welfare and human rights of the peoples of the occupied territories
are safeguarded and to report to the Secretary-General as soon as possible and whenever
the need arises thereafter;

“... to submit regularly to the Secretary-General periodic reports on the current situation
in the occupied Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem;

“... to continue to investigate the treatment of prisoners in the occupied Palestinian

territory, including Jerusalem, and other Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967.”

The Special Committee, as in previous years, reports to the General Assembly through
the Secretary-General.

The attached periodic report of the Special Committee covers the period February
through Augusti999.
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|. Situation of human rights of the about peace, while not alienating right-wingers with a
Palestinian people inthe Occupied territorial component.Ha'aretz, 25 February)

territories: Gaza. the West Bankand 4 ©n28 February, Prime Minister Netanyahu stated at a
) ' press conference following a meeting with King Abdullah of

East Jerusalem Jordan, “We have a simple proposal for the Palestinians and

] . all those who want to test us and that is: test us. Have the

A. Generalintroductory observations Palestinians complete all or part of the Wye accords and we
will either, in the case of full compliance, do our part, which

B. Conditions that are restrictive with is to hand over the additional 5 per cent or we can find other

respect to Palestinians in Gaza, the areas of cooperating and implementation short of complete
West Bank and East Jerusalem Palestinian implementation ...". The Palestinian Authority

rejected Prime Minister Netanyahu’s invitation to hold talks
on partial implementation of the Wye accords, saying that it
would not accept anything less than further Israeli troop
Land redeployment, as specified in the packe(usalem Postl

1.  On3February 1999, it was reported that a Magistratdtarch,Jerusalem Pos2 March)
Court had released on bail a Kiryat Arba settlement residest,  on 22 March, IDF troops fired rubber-coated metal

Reovin Ben Blak. Blak was accused of trespassing apgllets at Palestinians during a land dispute. The clashes
planting trees, on a private plot of Palestinian land near Kiryatypted after dozens of soldiers uprooted 170 olive tree
Arba during the Tu Bishvat festival. Blak had aIIegedI)éap”ngS from a plot near the village of Beit-Dajan, 16 km

dismissed and threatened the lot's ownefafaretz 3 gast of Nablus. Two weeks before, the Israeli Army uprooted
February) 500 fully grown trees from the plot, stating that the area was

2. On17 February, an Israeli army bulldozer vandalizediate land. In response, farmers and peace activists from the
40 dunums of tomato fields in the Jiftlik area of Jerichdsraeli Committee Against House Demolition planted the 170
district. The land is considered by the Israeli authorities to s@plings that were later uprooted by IDF troopsalaretz,
under the jurisdiction of Israel. Palestinian landowners sdgrusalem Pos23 March)

they have the documents that prove they are the lawful owngys  on 7 April, Palestinian Authority President Yasser
of the property. In a separate development, Israeli bulldozesgafat told Japan’s Foreign Minister that a decision will be
levelled land belonging to the Arab villages of Shofeh anghade on whether to declare statehood by about 27 April, a
Kufr Labad in the Tulkarem district, near the Jewishapanese Government official stated. Prime Minister
settlement of Avni Hifetz. The Jerusalem Times Netanyahu threatened to annex parts of the West Bank and
19 February) Gaza Strip if Arafat makes the declaratiodefusalem Post

3. On 24 February, it was revealed that Prime Ministét April)
Binyamin Netanyahu had offered to the Palestinians, through  on 13 April, nearly 2,220 dunums of land were

third parties, “partial measures” to revive certain aspects @nfiscated at Bethlehem and Beit Sahour to build a 6.5 km-
the Wye accord. Sources close to the negotiations stated ol bypass road. The road serves as a belt circling the city
Netanyahu offered to release petty criminals and openp Bethlehem and prevents its expansion. More than

southern route for safe passage between the West Bank 8@dper cent of the land surrounding Bethlehem has been
Gaza. The Palestinians rejected the offezsduse they failed geclared a closed military area to be used for training. Water

to include any further territorial withdrawals from the Wes§gyrces from this district are also under the control of Israel.
Bank, as called for under the Wye agreement. Netanyahlg‘ﬁhe Jerusalem Times6 April)

spokesperson stated that “The intention is partial steps, that . i . -
" palestiniart:  ©ON 16 April, it was reported that a confidential opinion

don't involve handing over territories ...". X -
mé’;\d been prepared by Foreign Ministry Legal Counsel Alan

negotiator Saeb Erekat refused to confirm or deny t Ker i on he d hich interi
existence of the offers, emphasizing that “We don't acceBla er in preparation for 4 May (the date on which interim

partial measures. To exclude a territorial component is §8If-rule grrangements expire). According to thig opinion, the
make the peace process meaningless.” Erekat said thaffgexation of W?St Bank land gnder Israeli cpptrol, In
suspected any election-period offer from Netanyahu wouf§SPONSe to a unilateral declaration of a Palestinian State,

be an attempt to persuade the electorate that he is seri%’é‘ld raise “serious doubts concerning the Ieggl!ty” of such
annexation. Baker stated that even if Palestinians do not

1. Restrictions relating to land, housing and water
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declare a state on 4 May, Israel will be forced to take a stand comparison, has about 355,000 residents). It was to be
on the validity of its agreements with them, since both Israelis carried out on land that was expropriated from nearby
and Palestinians who oppose the Oslo Accords are likelyto Palestinian villages of Issawiyah, Anata, A-Tur, Abu Dis, and
challenge the legitimacy of Palestinian Authoritytitistions.  Eizariyah. Jerusalem PosB81 May)

(Ha'aretz, 16 April) 13. On 2 July, it was reported that the Israeli police in

9. On 26 April, Prime Minister Netanyahu told Israel Jerusalem had uncovered an underground gang that has been
Radio that his Government's threat to annex parts of the West involved in forging land sale documents in East Jerusalem.
Bank had caused the Palestinian leadership to back away from Two land brokers, one Palestinian and one Jewish, were
a May 4 declaration of a Palestinian State. Foreign Minister recently arrested when they tried to sell Armenian property
Ariel Sharon repeated the threat in remarks to reporters in  to Israeli grotipg Jerusalem Timeg July)

Rome. “l have already advocated.to the Palestir_ﬂans not{9  ono July, it was reported that a study conducted by the
plecla(;g alny .Illmllaterda! dleclaract;or:js ' .he S_a'd' Jsraf%lalestinian Centre for Human Rights revealed that the Israeli
imme |atgyW| gxten its law and a m!nlstrat!on and... IBccupation forces still control 42 per cent of the Gaza Strip.

will annex immediately all those areas which are in our handj;he report indicated that settlements absorb about 9,250
Webwould be rheady LO thake sﬁeps thatdwe Woulﬁ.hke ti? a\llg'zgcres of the total area of the Strip. The rest consists of 42,000
.. because through the Oslo accords everything shou cjl’é?es of farmland, fourteen thousand acres of residential area,

achieved t.hrou_gh negotiations”, Sharon said. .May 4is ﬂ%l%d slightly less than 26,000 acres of barren land and sand
date that interim self-rule arrangements expire. Marwaj) es The Jerusalem Times July)

Kanafani, a Palestinian legislator and adviser to Palestinian

Authority President Arafat stated that “... those who expectd®- On 11 July, Prime Minister Ehud Barak stated, after

a decision calling for an extension or those waiting for Beeting with Palestinian Authority President Arafat, that

decision calling for a declaration of the state will bdsraeland the Palestinian Authority were to begin discussion

disappointed”. Jerusalem Pose7 April) on the Wye agreement approximately 10 days later, after
. , Barak’s return from his visit to the United States and Britain.

10.  On 27 April, the PLO Central Council gathered Y he two leaders came out of the meeting with encouraging

d'ShCléSIS gfdell\jy Ol tge declaraﬂfon tha I\j\c;;\rl]_esnl:lan Stal%atements about building confidence and understanding.
sEcUe u; 3 or a%/ ’ taterr:jer;[sl romF e White House, ta&, oy told Arafat that his new Government was committed

and Japan have urge a.estlnlans to postpone f ?mplement all international agreements signed by previous
declaration for another year, fearing that such a deCIarat'@?)vernments including Wye. He asked Arafat to examine the
would ruin the peace process. Prime Mipistgr Netanyahu al 8ssibi|ity of integrating the Wye agreement into the
threatened to annex We.st Bank territories if a state w &rmanent settlement so that political difficulties connected
decllared. Thg Co_uncn decided to postpane any an.nounc.eml%ngl future withdrawal in the West Bank would not hurt the
u_Prtlll ‘s]ome t||me '_?.‘]ug%%r ‘],lljly’ T;R;he Israeli Ezlec'['onﬁ‘nal settlement. It was reported that the American
(The Jerusalem Time pritan ay) Administration regarded the Erez summit, the first top-level
11. On19 May, Israeli bulldozers uprooted dozens of olive Israeli-Palestinian meeting in nearly eight months, as the
trees near the Beit Dajan village in the West Bank. A Civil opening of a new era in which communication will be
Administration spokesperson stated that the trees were improved between Barak and Arafat. The latter stated at the
uprooted because they had been planted on “State land”. joint press conference that he believed that Barak’s
(Ha’aretz, 20 May) Government should “fulfil all its responsibilities and fully

12.  On 30 May, Palestinian Authority officials called forcomplywith the agreement”. This, he specified, includes not

a public strike to protest against the Israeli Governmentcg1Iythe three phases of redeployment, but also such matters
decision to add 12,000 dunums (3,000 acres) to the Ma'algf OPenNg the' safgipassage routeg and the Gaza Port,
Adumim settlement. A conference of senior PalestiniagPntinuing to fulfil political and economic Hebron Protocol
officials and negotiators set the following Thursday as SerVISIOI’IS, and releasing political prisonersia(aretz,
Palestinian “Day of Anger” to be marked by marche erusalem Post.2 July)

throughout the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The Ma'aleh 16. On 12 July, it was reported that IDF had already
Adumim expansion is aimed at linking it to areas of Jerusalem reactivated plans, originally drafted during Binyamin
that Israel captured and then annexed during the Six Day War.  Netanyahu's term in office, to implement the Wye agreement
The plan will make the settlement, which has about 25,000 and would be able to carry out the plans within two months.
residents, larger in land area than Tel Aviv (which, by During the second stage of the second part of the withdrawal,



A/54/73/Add.1

implemented in November 1998, no IDHItary bases inthe President Arafat had failed to achieve any major

West Bank were evacuated. Several bases, however, had been  breakthroughs for the implementation of the Wye agreement,
earmarked for evacuation or relocation in the subsequent leaving the Palestinians disappointed. It was reported,
stages of withdrawal that were never implemented. The however, that the two leaders had agreed to establish a
second phase of withdrawal was to take place in the preliminaryworking group to begin immediate discussion on
Ramallah-Nablus area and did not require the evacuation or  continuing the Wye process. According to Barak, Arafat
relocation of any army bases, although some checkpoints were promised to give a final answer in two weeks as to the
to be removed. The third phase was to be mainly in the acceptability of the proposed delays in implementation.
Hebron area, and included the evacuation of the Adoraim bas&a’atetz, Jerusalem Pos28 July)

west of Hebron, even though t.he base itgelf was notto bg 4. 15 August, it was reported that the gap between
handeo_l over to the Palestl_nlan Au.thonty. Al,l planne rael and the Palestinians had been sharply narrowed with
relgcafuons were to be coordinated with the Unlt,ed Stat%gard to the implementation of the Wye agreement. Prime
which is to pay the greater part of the expense’aretz, Minister Barak signalled that he was willing to complete all

12 July) three phases of the territorial withdrawal under the Wye

17. On 15 July, on the eve of his meeting with United States accord by 15 February 2000. In a shift from his earlier
President Bill Clinton, Prime Minister Barak was expected position, Barak no longer insisted that the final withdrawal
to use the opportunity to lay out Israel’s “red lines” in terms  be completed with the outcome of final-status talks but agreed
of the final status agreement with the Palestinians. It was thatit be implemented independently. However, Palestinians
reported that Barak was likely to ask for Clinton’s acceptance  would like that the final phase of the withdrawal be completed
of these lines. According to a senior Israeli delegation by 15 November. The first of the three mandated Wye pull-
member, the feeling in Barak’s circles that the Wye agreement  backs took place in November J@®8alem Post,

was not necessarily cast in stone and that the Prime Ministéa’aretz 11 and 12 August)

was likely to request modifications of the agreement. Bar On 13 August, it was reported that the police had

believed that the peace process would t?e be;t Seryed if.H??ested a settler from the Keduminitéement, and searched
Wye.agreement were to ’be implemented in conjunction W'?Br two other settlers for uprooting olive trees belonging to

the final status talks Ha'aretz, Jerusalem PosL5 July) residents of the nearby Palestinian village of Kafr Kadum.

18. On 18 July, it was reported that according to a White  Police sources stated that during the last month, 23 trees were
House source, the United States was inclined to accept Prime  uprooted by settlers. A grenade was also discovered in an
Minister Barak’s ideas about modifying the Wye olive grove ofthe same Palestinian village. An Israeli official
implementation schedule. Barak, in turn, repeated his stand who deals with Palestinian affairs stated that he had no
that while Israel abides by international agreements, he knowledge of a grenade being planted. He added, however,
nonetheless sees “a need to combine implementation of the that he would not be surprised by such a development and
Wye agreement with the final-status agreement¥¢rgsalem recalled that during the 1980s amderground settler

Post, Ha'aretz 18 July) movement had perpetrated acts of violence against

19. On 26 July, in advance of his meeting with Palestinie{?‘alestipians. The_ official adqed that P_alestinigns in the
Authority President Arafat the following day, Prime Ministe ec?'“m'm area voiced complaints from tlme to tlme about
Barak called the Wye withdrawal map formulated by thgwew trges bglng uproqted and were advised to file formal
Netanyahu Government “problematic”. “It is an explosivgomplallnts with the police.Jerusalem Postl.3 August)

situation from the security standpoint”, Barak said in a Labor 23. On 14 August, Prime Minister Barak's office
party meeting. Barak intended to try to convince Arafat thann@unced that the Prime Minister had instructed IDF to

by agreeing to postpone the implementation of the second part  begin preparations for resuming implementation of the Wye
of the Wye agreement, he would help both the Palestinian and agreementon 1 September. “This means the land hand-over
Israeli sides. In his speech to the Knesset on 26 July, Barak will begin on 1 October”, the statement said. The
stated that Israel would prefer to implement the later stages announcement by the Prime Minister’s office came shortly
of the Wye agreement at the same time as the final status before another meeting on the timetable for implementing the
negotiations in order to remove potential obstacles. Wye agreement between chief Palestinian negotiator Saeb
(Jerusalem PosR7 July) Erekat and Barak’s envoy, attorney Gilad Sher, at Jerusalem.
éccording to its original timetable, the Wye agreement should

ave been implemented fully seven months earlida’aretz,
erusalem Postl5 August)

20. On 28 July, it was reported that Prime Minister Barak
working meeting the previous day with Palestinian Authoritg
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terminology may be technically correct, since the strongholds
were established within the boundaries of an existing master
24. On 2 February, Eli Cohen, the Defence Ministry'plan for each settlement, the boundaries are nevertheless quite
adviser on settlements, stated that the Defence Minisglastic and the satellites distant from the mother settlement.
planned to strengthen the settlements in the West Bank akite strongholds system, addid’aretz, is not an invention

to boost construction there, in advance of the May 1df the new Arens era but had rather gathered momentum
elections. Cohen explained that this was in order to avoidbgfore the Wye memorandum was signed last October, when
similar scenario to that which followed the June 199the settlers established 10 strongholds in an attempt to
elections, when the Labour Party froze construction shorggtablish facts on the ground before the second withdrawal.
after coming to power. Cohen stated that he sat with the nevilussi Raz of Peace Now claimed that since Arens took office,
appointed Defence Minister Arens and reviewed thoroughlyhe settlers have understood that they can do whatever they
the situation in the West Bank, including bypass roads amént. No one is stopping them and | am very concerned that
maps, with a view to planning increased settlemeas the elections approach, the Government and the Defence
construction before the election. Arens himself, who met witiinistry will cave in more and more.'Ha’aretz, 8 February)
settlement leaders and toured the West Bat#teseents for 57 o g February, the Civil Administration rejected

the first time since his appointment, observed that settlemee}%rges by Peace Now that since the appointment of the
appeared to be flourishing. As for Hebron, Arens said that Rfytence Minister Arens settlers had stepped up construction
believed that the Jewish community living there was entitleg, 4 set up illegal encampments in the West Bank. The Civil

to live in security and to developl¢rusalem Post, Ha'arefz pgminjstration declared that all of the encampments were
3 February) satellite neighbourhoods of existing comnities and within

25. On 2 February, settlers from Alon Moreh in the Nablue individual communities’ master plans. The Defence

district occupied one of the hills near the settlement, settifdjnistry declined to comment on the issuéefusalem Post

up three mobile homes. The settlers brought an elect@d-ebruary)

generator anq water tanks with them. The IDF closgd offthgs  on 10 February, the Israeli Foreign Ministry rejected
area, preventing landowners from approaching their land. §f, General Assembly resolution to convene a conference of
another area, Israeli b_ulldoze_rs u.prooted olive trees from 1§, signatories of the Fourth Geneva Convention for
dunums of land beinging to six villages north of Ramallah. 4iscyssions about the occupied Palestinian territories, and
Inarelated development, Defence Minister Arens unveiledyig that it would not attend the conference. The General
plans to boost settlement adties before the 17 May Israeli possembly called for a conference on July 15 to ensure that the
election. The Jerusalem TimeS February) Fourth Geneva Convention protecting civilians in occupied
26. On 8 February, it was reported that an aerial surveyafeas is respected in territories atiider Israeli control. The
the West Bank settlement, conducted by the Peace N&gneral Assembly stressed the Convention’s ban on
movement, had revealed a substantial increase in buildiggftlements. Prime Minister Netanyahu stated that teep
since Moshe Arens returned to the Defence Ministry less thdgal with the Palestinians leaves the matter of settlement
two weeks earlier. According tda'aretz, the building was building to the final status negotiations which are yet to be
not just “legitimate” construction adgent to existing housesheld. “The attempt to prevent one side ... from having the
in the settlements (construction about which the United Stategtural growth of its communities while not imposing an
does not have explicit reservation), but also the establishmeaual constraint on Palestinian construction ... is unfair and
of new strongholds. The aerial survey includiedier alia, the unnecessary”’, Netanyahu told reporters. The General
following: east of Ramallah-Nablus road, three km south dfssembly resolution called for “the immediate and full
Shvut Rachel, a new singhold was established (fourcessation of construction at Jebel Abu Ghneim (Har Homa)
Caravans, a water tank and an Israeli flag); in Shvut Raclald of all other Israeli settlement activities, as well as of all
six, another “suburb” of the settlement which was establishdt#gal measures and actions in occupied East Jerusalem”.
about two months earlier, approximately 10 caravans wefida’aretz, Jerusalem Posi1 February)

added and an asphalt road had been paved; north of Eli, angyv o 15 February,
stronghold had sprung up (water tower and a single caravag)ne months of 1998, the population of the 10 largest
another stronghold was established.Ha'aretz reporter ggilements on the occupied territories had increased by 5.9
added that in order not to embarrass the Government, th& cont These settlements are home to approximately 50 per
ftrqngholds were not defined as new settlements but @snt of the entire settler population in the West Bank and
neighbourhoods™ of existing settlements. Although thig;,;4 Strip. The highest increase was recorded in the ultra-

Settlements

Peace Now stated that during the first
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Orthodox settlements of Modi'en Elit and Beitar Elit. In  nature of Har Homa; a clause in the tender gives the
absolute numbers, the population of Ma’aley Adumim Government the right to freeze the project out of “political
increased the most, by 1,500 inhabitants. In total, an considerations”. The 1,031 apartments comprise about half
additional 5,153 people were added to those people living in  the units for stage one of the project, which total 6,500
the 10 largest settlements. According to Peace Now, housing units for all stdgessglem PosR1 February)

settlements’ popu_lation incr,eased three times over tgi. On 23 February, a report by the West Bank Defence
expected natural birth raterl@raretz 16 February) Committee revealed a plan to sever Ramallah from Nablus.

30. On 16 February, after visiting the Jewish settlement at The report described it as the largest settlement plan in the
Hebron for the first time since he was appointed Defence West Bank. Thousathalsurhs of land planted with olive

Minister Arens promised to consider promoting accelerated trees will be confiscated and scores of houses will be
construction there according to a spokesperson for the Jewish  destroyed. The integrity and continuity between the two main
settlers. Arens himself told reporters that he wanted tdtiesdn the West Bank, Ramallah and Nablus, will be severed
determine if it was necessary to make any changes in order by a strip of by-pass roads, security areas, settlements that are
to safeguard the “Jewish community” in Hebron. Peace Now expanded, and mobile homes running East-West and cutting
called Arens an extremist and demanded that Prime Minister the north and south of the area into two separal&areas. (
Netanyahu fire him. “The solution for the Jewish settlers iderusalem Timg26 February)

Hebron is to evict them and not strengthen their presencer
charged the spokesperson of Peace NowWa'éretz,
Jerusalem Postl7 February)

On 7 March, it was reported that a memorial service for
Baruch Goldstein was held at Tel-Aviv. Goldstein, an
American-born doctor who lived in Hebron, went on a

31. On17 February, the Jerusalem police prevented a group  shooting rampage in the Machpela Cave (Ibrahimi Mosque)
of students from the Beit Orot Yeshiva from occupying a during the Purim Festival of 198#hgk?9 Muslim

house in East Jerusalem’s Sheikh Jarrah neighiond. The  worshippers before the survivors overpowered dad kim.

original Palestinian house owner claimed that it was “We wantto remember him, he was a good man. He was a
purchased illegally. Over the last six months, the Yeshiva has doctor. He servealitiiteyt, said one of those attending.

moved into six apartments nearby formerly owned by Approximately 30 Meretz Youth members gathered outside
Palestinians, in an effort to resettle what they call the “Simon  the building where the memorial service took place and
the Just” neighbourhood (named after the rabbi whose grave protested agailestisalem Pos8 March)

is nearby). The police t°9" the Palestiniaq hquse owner.agg. On 9 March, it was reported that the Hebron Settlers
a yeshiva representative in for questioning. A policg

) ) mittee temporarily withdrew its bid to have four
spokesperson said that the police had sealed the house&&ﬂ;tional caravans installed in the Tel Rumeida

will announce the following day who could occupy it Theheighbourhood. The Conittee withdrew its bid in order to
Yeshiva, whose main compound includes approximately 140 | implementation of plans to compensate Palestinian

students, moved into a synagogue adjacent to the aboY@s’idents of the city by giving them access to “RA&29",

mentioned house wo months before. “We want to revive tr\Wnich was previously closed to Arab traffic. The settlers, who

J%W'Sh gelghk;]ourhood h_ere, t_o relnsg[g;e/hat Y(\j'aa?n,cﬂa?d originally requested installation of the caravans, appealed
vibrant Jewish community prior to  Sal am}@ Defence Minister Arens to put the plans on hold when they

Silberstein, Beit Orot’s executive director. Silberstein sai arned of IDF plans to open Road 1929, which runs along
that they plan to occupy some 40 apartments in ﬂfﬁe '

neighbourhood, on an area of about 16 dunums (1,000 r@Qra
of land. Jerusalem Post, Ha’'aref48 February)

Israeli-Palestinian border that divides the city. The
vans are special “light caravans”, each of which can
accommodate another caravaag#d on top of it, making it

32. |IDF issued two orders to confiscate large areas of easier for settlers to remain at Tel Rumeida while
Dhabhiriya, as well as to seize two houses in the old city of archaeologists carry out a “rescue dig” on théasatety,
Hebron. The Jerusalem Time49 February) 8 and 9 March)

33. On 21 February, the final deadline was closed for 37. On9 March, Defence Minister Arens reversed his order
bidding on 356 apartment units at Har Homa. It was the that temporary homes on Hill 777 near the West Bank
second round of bidding in a tender originally issued in ttlement of Itamar be removed, aftert8ers called on the
January for 1,031 units. Eight contractors won rights to build Prime Minister’s Office to intervene. Hill 777 was settled
675 units, leaving 356 for the second round of bidding. Some  approximately three months earlier by members of National
contractors backed out of the project because of the political Secularists — a group of secular Israelis who support the



A/54/73/Add.1

National Religious Party — and young people from the Israeli-Palestinian peldegarétz, Jerusalem Pogstl7
neighbouring ltamar settlement. Peace Now oexfed to the  March)

reversal of the evacuation ordgr by saying that poIiticgflll On 16 March 1999, the Arabic dai} Qudsreported
pressure f'ff?m a g:oup of.e”xtrem|st settlers shou,ld NOt CAURE; the Jerusalem City Council would approve a settlement
the authorities to “turn tail”. {erusalem Post, Ha’'aref4.0 project at Silwan and Jebel Al Mokaber. Two hundred
March) housing units are to be built on 115 dunums of land
38. On 11 March, it was reported that a settlement- confiscated more than two decade$hagdefusalem
monitoring report published by the Peace Now movemeifitmes 19 March)

claimed that a new encampment containing four mobil On 19 March, it was reported that the Israeli

homes had been established six km east of the tamap, o nment had announced the beginning of a worldwide

settlement two weeks earliereBce Now stated thats'ncecampaign to reinforce what has been called “Israeli

plans to demolish another encampment on a hill near ItarTL"’cfvereignty in a united Jerusalem” and its refusal to “under
were abandoned sev_eral days ear_ller due t_tberanessure, any circumstance divide or internationalize Jerusalem”. This
the mpvement decided to pub“Sh details of the neW|¥|ove is violating not only international legitimacy and United

established settlement: .Accordmg to Peace Now, the NRWtions resolutions regarding East Jerusalem as Israeli
seftlement was an addition to some 15 new Settlements0%"<:upied territory since 1967, but is also violating Palestinian

satellite neighbourhoods that have been established sinceéna Israeli agreementsTige Jerusalem Timeg9 March)
signing of the Wye accords. However, the movement stressed

that this was the first time a new encampment had been 48t  On 24 March, it was revealed that Jerusalem Mayor
up far from the main community. A Civil Administration Ehud Olmert had demanded NIS 263 million which he said
spokesperson said that he would investigate the claims Bt the Government had promised to the city. Olmert said that
added that the majority of encampments set up by settlers o4 would use the upcoming ceremonial meeting with the
the past months had been established within the plannirgPinet at the municipality to press his claim. According to

scheme of the communitieslégrusalem Postl2 March) Olmert, some NIS 130 million were slated to improve the
. . . East Jerusalem infrastructure. A further NIS 58 million were
39. On 13 March, United States special Middle East env

Weant to bring new immigrants to Jerusalem in order to

Dennis Ross spoke out forcefully against Israel’s settlemqﬂtcrease the Jewish majority whose figures had dropped

policies and, for the first time, touched upon the need {o_,... 70 per cent. The money would be used to convert

establish a time limit for final-status talks. “We see settleme 'i)rmitories at the Hebrew University into housing for

activity as Very destrugtive tothe pulrsuit of peace precisq migrants and to construct another 1,200 temporary housing
because it predetermines and piges what ought to beunits. At the meeting Olmert also intended to demand

negotiated”, Ross said. David Bar lllan, Prime MmISte%f‘ ment of NIS 75 million “capital grant” which he said the

Netanyahgs communlcathns.dlrector, said in response thap. - - ment had pledgedHg’aretz, Jerusalem Posp4
Israel “will continue to build in the villages and towns OfM

rch
Judea, Samaria and Gaza to satisfy the needs of the peop?e )

who live in them, and their natural growth”Hg@'aretz, 44. On 24 March, the Israeli Government, during an
Jerusalem Postl4 March) extraordinary session in Jerusalem’s City Hall, ordered an

h . o iel Sh | Interior Ministry commission examining Jerusalem borders
40. . On 16 March, quelgn Minister Ariel Sharon to qo find ways to expand the city westward in order to make
foreign ambassadors in Israel that settlements actuq]%m for another 120,000 cityousing units by the ye020

earl||er by Un|.te.d Stz;‘tes special ieroy Ross, Wgo said ,tnﬁ‘ltplications of the city’s changing demographics, and warned
settlement a(?t|V|ty|nt e"West Ban - Was very ,eStruc,t',VfF]at while the Jewish population had already declined to less
to the pursuit of peace”. Sharon reiterated Israel’s POsItigRan 70 per cent, if the trend continued Jews will comprise
on the status of Jerusalem and emphasized that the city WOblmy 57 per cent of the population by the year 2020. The
never be divided an_d would remain under Israeli S,O\lereignaovernment also voted unanimously to earmark 0.25 per cent
In re_'?‘ted news, I was reported thf'ﬂ the United Stalef each ministry’s budget for what they called a “balancing
Administration had criticized Israel for its recent statemenﬁldget,, for Jerusalem. The city will also be awarded an NIS
supporting the expans?on o.f settlements: State Departmest iion grant for1999, bringing the “balancinguziget”
spokesman Jamgs Rubin Sa',d t_hat thepmted States 0pPpageQl|s 270 million. In addition, Moshe Leon, Director-
“seftlement activity” because it jeopardizes” the chances fQfeneral of the Prime Minister’s Office, was ordered to find
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ways to lower housing costs in the capital to beld®0,000 any promises that exist. Akhow is it's a government policy
dollars for an average apartmerttig’aretz, 25 March) ... hot to build new settlements — period.” According to

45. On 2 April, it was reported that Jewish settlers 6ﬁ.issin,Sharon emphasized that the restriction does not apply
Hebron were to hold a cornerstone near Beit Hadasggexpanding in existing areas, and that no building occurs on

marking the beginning of construction of apartment buiIdinﬁonf'scateOI land.Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Pos11 April)

Beit Hashesha. Among those expected to participate were 49. On 9 April, Peace Now held an authorized
Defence Minister Arens, Education Minister Yitzhak Levy demonstration in Hebron for the first time in 16 years
and other government officials. The Peace Npwlesperson opposite to the Cave of the Patriarchs (Ibrahimi Mosque),
stated that her group was planning to protest the continued calling for the removal of Jetilests §®m Hebron and a
construction in the Jewish section of Hebron. It was reported  halt to Jewish construction in the city. The demonstration
that the Israeli police had granted Peace Now permission to followed the layingwidation stone by Defence Minister
demonstrate in Hebron the following week. This was the first  Arens for the six-unit apartment building Beit Hashisha the
time in several years that Peace Now had been allowed to week before. The Peace Now Movement also opposed
protest in the occupied territories. Several weeks earlier, construction at Tel Rumeida, some 500 m away from the
police had prevented Peace Now from demonstrating in  Jewish quaeeusglem Postl1 April)

Kiryat Arba settlement at the grave of Baruch Goldstein 9.

press its demand to move the grave elsewhelerusalem Dajan in the Nablus area had set off to plant new olive trees

Post 2 April) in place ofthose recently uprooted by IDF. IDF set up in the

46. On4 April, Defence Minister Arens participated in the  vicinity a huge military camp®®0asquaredunum plot of

laying of a cornerstone to mark the beginning of the land owned by villagers from Tamoon and Toubas. The army
construction of “Beit Hashisha”, a six-unit apartment building  also installed mobile homes. Palestinian farmers are worried
in the Jewish settlement inside Hebron. Addressing the that the land would later be handed over to Séigers. (
crowd, Arens stated: “We did not return to Hebron to desederusalem Time® April)

tagain.” Arens ;tated t.hat he hoped that the ceremony WOlg_dL. On 11 April, United States Assistant Secretary of State
be one of many in the city. A spokesperson for Jewish settl%§ Near Eastern Affairs, Martin Indyk, while visiting Israel
at Hebrop stated _that threg construction projects were unq fterated the Clinton Administration’s displeasure with the
way, !3e|t Hashisha, Beit Nahum gnd Yehuda, and T raeli Government’s settlement policy, telling Prime Minister
Rumeida, where doub_le-depker mobile homes had been é?ntyamin Netanyahu that Washington has “concerns” about
up to allow for excavation prior to constructioddgrusalem the ongoing expansion of settlementdeusalem Post2
Post, Ha’'aretz 5 April) April)
47. On 5 April, Prime Minister Netanyahu publicly52.

recon.C|.Ied W'_thfh's bfrother-m-flal\:v fHagga| Behn-A_rtthhe settlement of Kiryat Arba and turned thréegs loose to
promising — in ront of a room fult o youTg fght-wing cpase away the journalists who approached the site. The
aCt'V'St.S_tO protect all Jewish settlemer!ts. I want to QUO&,jers claimed that the hilltop was within Kiryat Arba’s
from his promise — not one settlement in the land of Isra%unicipal boundaries, but began packing up after Israeli

will l_ae moved”, stated Ben Artzi, reading from a letter h%oldiers declared it a closed military are@hg Jerusalem
received from NetanyahuJérusalem Pos6 April) Times 16 April)

48.  On 9 April, United States Secretary of State Madeleing, 4, 11 April, during a meeting with Prime Minister

Alb”ght chided Forelgn Minister Ariel Shgron during a[\Ietanyahu, United States envoy Martin Indyk criticized
meeting at Washington, D.C., for the Israeli Govemmeméettlement expansion and called it an obstacl The

policy of expanding settlements. After _the meeting, St‘?q"f}ext day, Netanyahu went to the Psagot settlement north of
Department Spokesperson James Rubin stated to reporf%l

On 9 April, it was reported that villagers from Beit

On 11 April, settlers moved four tents onto a hill near

Mallah and defiantly declared to 100 settlement leaders:

that “... we're concerned about an accelerated pattern e have done a lot and we will do a lot more”. The head of

Israel ac_tions on the ground since Wye, WhiCh have becow Settlement Committee at the Palestinian Legislative
clearer n recfent mon:hs. These aﬁltlons mvolj\{e br? ~ouncil, Salah Tamaari, commented: “They (the Israelis) are
co.nsj[ructlon. otnhew gett ements as well as expanding t %'éstroying Palestinian society. They are creating a situation
e_X|st|ng perlmeters, in many cases involving expansion \tz\%ere the peace process can go nowhere. If the lagdris,
d'Stach h|IItc;]ps;ShShar(t)1ncsi SEOXESP?SHTS R,a If(:man Gb's%% have nothing to discuss with the Israelis.” In a related
stated later that Sharon had to right”l don'tknow a OLﬁevelopment, United States satellite photos showed that there
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are 18 new settlements being set up on Palestinian land. Six Nonetheless, he said, there has been an “accelerated pattern”
were constructed before the Wye River accord and 12 after.  of both types of construdgisglem Postl5 April)

(The Jerusalem Times6 April) 57. On19 April, it was reported that, according to figures

54. On 12 April, Prime Minister Netanyahu inaugurated released by the Central Bureau of Statistics revealed a day
Sh’ar Binyamin, the site for the new Binyamin Region earlier, the rate of growth in Israeli settlements had decreased

industrial park in the West Bank. Netanyahu told reporters to 7 per centin 1998, from 9 per centin 1997 and 9.4 per cent
that the site allowed for territorial contiguity of State land and in 1996. However, during the past year the overall population

will guarantee employment for hundreds of Jews in hi-tech in the West Bank settlements grew by 7.1 per cent.

and other industries. “Not as infiltrators in the night, but asler(isalem Post, Ha'arefa9 April)

prou.d citizeqs, proud Jews, in the light of the day, [we arefJS. On 14 April, a settler caravan set up one km East of the
settling on hills, on our land”, Netanyahu stated. In relategamarian (northern West Bank) settlement of Ma'alelmira
Eews, Peat():lg Eoc\jN state:_”that an eEcampmhen:‘ hr?d reCGWé\% deemed illegal by a Civil Administration official who said
eeln establishe ' on a fl top Ione m south of the Bracha, i+ \vould soon be removed. Peace Now, which spotted the
sett emer_lt, con5|§t|ng of two large tents, a gegeritor 08 avan three days earlier, stated it was the twentieth illegally
construction equipment. Peace Now state. that th&aplished settiement in the West Bank since the signing of
encampme.nt was one O_fl7 th_at had sprouted since t_h? Wi Wye accords. However, a spokesperson for the Civil
accords or in the weeks immediatelygeding them. A Civil A g yinistration said that of the 20 settlements Peace Now

Administration spokesperson stated that the encampment WRSims are illegal, the majority are new neighbourhoods or
on State Ianq and part of Bracha’s overall _planning SCher@ﬁcampments that have been set up within existing
that had received approval .and.therefore did not turte a communities’ master planseBce Now charged that settlers
new settlement. Meanwhile, it was reporj(ed that armer,%d occupied eastern and western ridges from central Samaria
settlers set up encampments on the outskirts of the Klry(ﬁ’forthern West Bank) to the Jordan Valley in order to prevent
Arba settlement and one km South of the Brachtiement, Palestinian land contiguity and influence the final-status

on the outskirts of Nablus. Police evicted 15 settlers at ﬂﬁ%gotiations Peace Now stated that the second method
K|rya_t _Arba_ encampment. A .spokesperson for the (_:'V_gettlers use is occupying areas at the border of existing
Administration said that the site was on State land, W'th'@ommunities in Area B.Jerusalem Pos®5 April)

Kiryat Arba’s jurisdiction, but that the actual area had yet to

receive building approvalHa'aretz, Jerusalem Post.3 59. On 28 April, a United States spokesperson stated that
April) Prime Minister Netanyahu had broken a secret promise to

President Clinton and other senior United States officials that

;:’5('1 On l|4 Apr, Itl V\:jashrepqrted tnat Unlte;c\zl Stafslsatelll'aq§rael would not expand settlements in the West Bank beyond
ad recently revealed that since the Wye Accord, Israe “contiguous periphery”. United States and Israeli officials

Eﬁltabl'Sheg 12 mgblle home encargprr;\ents 3” th:dQNetst B%'?;ly this term is generally understood by both sides to mean
llitops and pave [Newaccess roads. Accor ingacaretz that expansion should follow the last construchedise in the
these can be considered as new settlements, boegh most settlement. ida"aretz, 29 April)

are located not far from existing settlements. The takeover of

hilltops is aimed at quickly expanding the amount of We&0- On30 April, it was reported that the Israeli Government
Bank land under Israeli control before the sides begin finBRd claimed that the new drive to build settlements is only a
status talks, and before any modifications are made to thatural growth of existing settlements and not a creation of
boundaries of the various regions (A, B and C) slated to €W ones. Concerning the twenty settlements that have
handed over to Palestinians. In related news, it was reveaf@jouted up on West Bank hilltops, the Government said that
that building starts in the West Bank settlements rose by 1§% new sites existed within the master plans of each
per cent in 1998according to figures released by Israel'§stablished settlement. Peace Now activists said the 32 new
Central Bureau of Statistics (ICBS). Construction of 3,908/tes in the West Bank and Gaza Strip have been settled in the
housing units was itiated in1998, an increase from 1,900Past two years. Israel's Central Bureau of Statistics recently

in 1997 and 1,680 in 1996Ha’aretz, Jerusalem Pos14 reported that the Jewish settler population grew 7 per cent last
April) year to 172,000 — much faster than the general population

i i qrowth of 2.3 per cent.The Jerusalem TimeS0 April)
56. On 14 April, United States State Departmen

spokesman Rubin stated that Prime Minister Netanyahu Had  On 3 May, it was revealed by Peace Now during a press
assured United States officials repeatedly that there would $hference atits Jerusalem headquarters that 6,608 housing
no new settlements and no expansion of existirtemments. Units were currently under construction in settlements in the
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West Bank and Gaza, and that 3,814 units wereccupied. 66. On 9 May, 10 settler families moved into a recently

The movement’s Director General stated that since the established encampment containing 15 trailers at a site called
signing of the Wye accords the previous fall, 19 new outposts Bruchin near the Palestinian city of Jenin. A Civil
had gone up in the West Bank, mostly between the cities of Administration spokesperson stated that the encampment was
Nablus and RamallahJérusalem Post, Ha’arefzt May)  within another settlement’s planning scheme and was

62. On 3 May, Israeli Housing Minister Meir Porushtherefore legal. In rela:_)ekd ngws, ';E l\évashrepﬁrteﬁ thhat.ﬂvﬁ
inaugurated a new Jewish settlement in the Nablus ar&gravans were setup 1.5 km East of Kochav Hashahar in the

Palestinian sources say that the new settlement is th .rdan Valley. The WGEk_ before, Israell admipistration
nineteenth one established since the signing of the Wye Ri Icers destroyed foqndatlons_set up for 12 trailers near
agreement. Porush said that the new settlement WO[Iﬁlebat Ashoona outside the Eli settlement. A water tower

accommodate a thousand families and will be expanded Ia’ a trallgr remliuned atn;he S|t|e, aFt):cotrd:_'ng’ to a Civil
into a full-fledged town. The Jerusalem Time9 May) f\/l m)lnlstratlon spokespersoniqiusalem Post, Ha'aref20

ay,
63. On 6 May, Prime Minister Netanyahu submitted a

request for earmarking NIS 400 million, to be spent over fo i i , ,
gpnflscatlon of 200 acres of land in Jericho. The Government

years beginning in 1999, for a Jerusalem Municipality proje )
entitled “Bolstering the city's unification”. Former FinanceaISO approved a project to add 1,911 apartments to the 3,200

Minister Avraham Shohat stated “This is a desperate atter@ﬂa_rtmemS that were bu',lt four years ago in the Matsipeh
by the Prime Minister to save himself with money. It is eriho settlement at Nabi Mousa near Jericho. Jerusalem

transparent, unquestionable election briberiialaretz, 7 Mayor Olmert said that 12 _out qf31 construction plans had
May) peen approved fqr Pf';\lestlnlaps in East Jerusalem. The plans
include construction in the Beit Hanina, Shufat, Sawahreh and
64. On 9 May, it was reported that according to Israefyr Baher areas. Olmert said that the municipality had
military sources, Prime Minister Netanyahu's office haghyested nearly $50 million to improve infrastructure in
repeatedly scuttled army plans to dislodegal outposts set jerysalem. In a separate development, settlers began setting
up by settlers in the occupied territories. There had beenlﬂ\; a yeshiva at the city of Bourgin, South-West of Nablus.
least four such instances the week earlier, and in severalffindreds of sitlers moved 15 mobile homes to a hilltop in

them the Prime Minister intervened personally. Since the Wygg village. The Jerusalem Times4 May)
accords, the gders had set up dozens of new outposts,

According toHa'aretz although some of the new outpostsﬁgéj UOn 10 I\I/—Ilam I Véaj r.eportledF;[hat accord|nngne|okar§te
were established after proper authorization, others includi g nedqga( arv?r niversity fress), alnew Odod W”tltleE
those near the settlements of Eli, Itamar, Bracha, Elon Mor two advisers to former Mayor of Jerusalem Teddy Kollek,

and Hatalmonim — were set up on private Palestinian Ia@r?el .h'ad L:csed l? _‘I“;gthl?ss””qqot; syjtem tlo thv_\ll_?]rt
and were not included in master plandalaretz, 9 May) a e§t|n|ans rom buiiding fegally in ast erusaiem. the
housing quota for Palestinian neighbbaods, which the

65. On9 May, the Israeli Cabinet approved the transfer gfithors argue had nothing to do with urban planning, was
NIS 400 million to the Jerusalem Municipality. Anothergimed at encouraging Palestinians to leave Jerusalem and at
proposal — to give NIS 20,000 in grants to purchasers of n@liting the Arab population to 28.8 per cent (the level in
apartments in any new Jerusalem neighbourhood during théhe 1967). The quota wastted in a1993 document from
coming two years — was also approved. Jerusalem Maypg city's planning department that the authors obtained from

Ehud Olmertinsisted that the plan for transferring the fund&|lek’s personal archivesJerusalem PostL0 May)
was a three-year-old project, and that the improved i )
infrastructure would benefit both the Jewish and the noff2: ©On 10 May, the Knesset Finance Committee approved

Jewish population of the city. Prime Minister Netanyahwe transfer of some NIS 13 million in funding for building

expressed disbelief that the money transfer was creating S&fﬁastructure in the West Bank settlements and Jerusalem.

a scandal. “What is more important than strengthenir%ppos't'on Knesset Member Haim Oron stated that the move

Jerusalem?” he asked reporters after the meeting. “The Nes made under the “... guise of transferring funds for new

is in danger of becoming a capital without a Jewish majority. ighbourhoods in 32 settlements, but in reality it is for 32"
So, when we come and put in effort to ensure Jerusale gw settlements beyond the borders of those settlements”.

remaining our Jewish capital, all citizens of this countr?ron said that the expansion was to tf‘ke place ‘in the most
should applaud us.”Jerusalem Post, Ha'aref20 May) extreme settlements in the West Bank”, such as Itamar, Elon

Moreh, Bruhin, Yitzhar, Hermes, Kfar Tapuah, Har Bracha,

7. On 9 May, the Israeli Government ordered the
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Mevo Dotan, Machtesh, Ofra and Shildefusalem Post, At Bruchin, the recently established encampment near the
Ha'aretz, 11 May) Palestinian village of Burkin, Israeli workers were stoned by

70. On 12 May, it was reported that the Defence Minist?ales_tinians. Acgording to.an IDF spokesperson, the site
and the Civil Administration in the occupied territories ha ontained 15 trailers considered legal because they were

authorized the establishment of a new yeshiva on a hiIIthYJ'thIn the settlement's planning schemde(usalem Post

named Dagan near the Efrat settlement. The yeshiva Wag.fleay)

initially include dormitories for 50 students, and later a 74. On 14 May, in an attempt to prevent any further
neighbourhood of some 350 houses. Meanwhile, it was expansiotilensnts on Palestinian land, it was reported
reported that settlers from the Dugit settlement in the Gaza that hundreds of Palestinians, blocked a road where trucks
Strip had quarrelled with the Israeli army about a fence the loaded with construction material were trying to enter Gaza
settlers had erected, widening the perimeter of their and reach the Jewikimsats there.The Jerusalem
settlement at one point by 200 m. The settlers claimed thEimes 14 May)

they had government permission, but the army disagre%. On 18 May, the Palestinian leadership welcomed Ehud
Twice in the previous two days,_ the settlers had erepted tggrak's victory and said it expected the newly elected

fence f'”_‘d the army had taken it down. Else_where n Ga,@overnment to stop settlement activities, begin implementing
Palestinian demonstrators prevented Israeli trucks carryipg, Wye River agreement and accelerate the talks on the final
coqstructlon mat.erlal from crossing the Karni junction Otatus of the Palestinian land. Barak told his supporters in his

their way to Jewish settlements in the aredafaretz 12 first speech after the announcement of the results that
May) Jerusalem will remain undivided, that Israel will not return

71. On 12 May, clashes broke out between Palestinians and tothe 1967 borders and that most settlements will stay under
settlers at a recently established encampment five km West  the sovereignty of [Bheelegfusalem Timeg21 May)

of the Yitzhar settlement in the Nablus district, at a site callepg On 18 May, Ateret Cohanim Society leaders sent their
Khirbat Eskas. IDF troopslgeparated the two sides aBflidozers to Ras Al Amud and their contractors intensified
declared the area a closed military zone. It was reported that . 3obel Abu Ghneim in East Jerusalem. The head of

two Palestinians suffered bruises and two settlers wege, Society was quoted as saying: “What we are doing is legal.

detained by police. In related news of the same day, it WaS: have permits to construct but we postponed the

reporte.d that Pale_stir_ﬂans held a peaceful demonStraﬂ@&struction until after the Israeli elections. If Barak is
protesting the beginning of infrastructure work on a 50 serious about his slogan that Jerusalem will remain under

dunum site slated to become Kiryat Arba’s new industriﬁlgrael,S sovereignty, he will not stop the work.Tife
zone. Jerusalem Post, Ha'aret4 3 May) Jerusalem Time21 May) '

72. On 12_May, agroup of _sejctlers from Yitzhar set Upd7. on20 May, it was reported that 2 days earlier, police

tent on a hilltop in Asira Qibliya, South of Nablu_s, '"had arrested 5 settlers who tried to rebuild a hilltop outpost

prepara_ltlon for a new settle.ment. Th_e same day, V',”ager{éar the Shvut Rahel settlement in Samaria (northern West
from Shiyoukh and Sair organized a sit-in-strike on their Iangank). The Civil Administration forced the settlers off the

Wh.iCh is_ under_threat of confiscation. The Israeli plan is t8utpost the week earlier and issued an injunction prohibiting
build an industrial area on 10,000 dunums of land as partEQ'tly further work on the siteHa'aretz, 20 May)

the Kiryat Arba settlement. Hundreds of trees have been

uprooted south-west of Nablus to build a new bypass roaB- On 21 May, it was reported that settlers from the
Bulldozers from the Kiryat Sepher settlement began razifgchav Ya'cov settlement in Kufr Agab village had seized
land in the village of Deir Qdis in the Ramallah district>00 dunums of land. The Israeli High Court issued orders
Palestinian villagers say that the settlers are planning to sepf&venting bulldozers from razing Palestinian land in the
1,000 dunums of agricultural land. Israeli bulldozers alsehuyukh and Sair villages in Hebrori{e Jerusalem Times
razed land in different parts of Nablus districtThe 21 May)

Jerusalem Timgsl4 May) 79. On 23 May, it was reported that the Palestinian
73. On 13 May, 11 Palestinians and three border policem@Hthority had issued a statement on its reaction to the 17 May
were injured during clashes that erupted near the new Kirygfaeli elections. According to the statement, the Palestinian
Arba industrial zone when Palestinians protested work beifiglthority expects the new Israeli Government under Barak
carried out on the site. It was reported that IDF troop® halt the spread of Jewish settlements, starting with Har
dispersed the Palestinians with tear gas and rubber bulld#®ma and Ras Al Amud Jewish building projects in the
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Jerusalem area. The Palestinian Authority also expects, the construction of 132 housing units in the heart of the Arab
halting of Jewish settlement construction in the Nablus and neighbodiin East Jerusalem. A female reporter working
Bethlehem areas, and in the Gaza Stripafaretz, 23 May) for Egyptian Nile TV was arrested for refusing to move back.
80. On 25 May, it was revealed that the Civill_egislator Ahmad Batsh was slightly injured in his left hand

Administration in the West Bank had begun marking ne\ﬁnd neck after being violently pushedhg Jerusalem Times

municipal boundaries for Kiryat Arba, including land claime(?8 May)
by Palestinians as being previously declared to be beyond the 84. On 28 May; it was revealed that in an attempt to create
settlement’s municipal boundaries. The Palestinians who a continuous swathe of Israeli territory East of Jerusalem,
claim ownership of the land and their Israeli lawyer have Defence Minister Arens had approved a master plan
denounced the Administration’s action as “a surrender to connecting the settlement of Ma’aleh Adumim with
settler pressure to railroad the measure, in order to increase  Jerusalem. The plan, expected to draw severe opposition from
Kiryat Arba’s land reserves prior to [Prime Minister-elect] the Palestinian Authority, connects the area west of Ma’aleh
Barak’s Government taking office”. The Palestinians claiming Adumim with unpopulated lands near the East Jerusalem
ownership, including the Hebron Teachers Associationillages of Al Zaim and Isawiyah. It will increase the
purchased the land in 1976 and planned to build a new municipal territory of Ma’aleh Adumim by some 10,000
neighbourhood on the property. In related news, it was dunums (2,500 adtesretz, 28 March)
Leported that Peace Now gtated_that three new en,campm%'g.s On 28 May,
ad recently been established in the West Bahlia'aretz,
Jerusalem Pos5 May)

it was revealed that the Civil
Administration office responsible for planning and building

in the occupied territories had been expediting building plans

81. On25 May, Peace Now called on Prime Minister-elect for the West Bank settlements in order to obtain approval for
Barak to dismantle all illegal settlements established under their implementation in advance of the imminent change in
former Prime Minister Netanyahu. A Peace Nowgovernment. According tbla’aretz the expected approval
spokesperson stated that three new settlements had been of 15 to 20 building projects at the Supreme Planning Council
established since the election. Peace Now also maintained domasas a departure from accepted proced@asyrding

that settlers had continued building during the previous two to which planners are asked to make technical adjustments
weeks at three other illegal encampments established since tothe plans before they receive formal adpiaretiz, (

the Wye accords. A spokesperson for the Civil Administration 28 May)

denied. that any of the settlements were illegal, with tl“}?s. On 29 May, it was reported that despite Palestinian
exception of one (four caravans set up on Hilltop 777 IButrage and United States condemnation, Prime Minister-
Itamar). gerusalem Pos26 May) elect Barak declined to comment over the weekend on the

82. On 27 May, Israeli police violently pushed some 80 Government's decision to enlarge the settlement of Ma'aleh
Palestinian and Peace Now demonstrators out of the Jewish  Adumim by some 210 km . The expansion would bring
construction site in Jerusalem’s Palestinian neighbourhood Ma’aleh Adumim to the border of Jerusalem, and cut into
of Ras Al Amud, after they entered the open gate of the 16- disputed land meant to be discussed in final status talks.
dunum (four acre) site. Construction on the site had begun the Defence Minister Arens approved the master plan to add
previous week, a day after Netanyahu was defeated in the some 2,500 acres to the municipal jurisdiction of Ma'aleh
elections by Barak. Police attacked the protesters with sticks Adumim. The plan was originally drafted during Yitzhak
and fists to force them out of the compound where 132 Rabin’s term as Prime Minister. With a population of about
apartments were being built. They dragged away women, put00R5Ma’aleh Adumim is the largest Jewish settlement in
some men in strangleholds, and beat others. Palestinian the West Bank. The land taken for the expansion of Ma’aleh
legislator Hanan Ashrawi decried the police action; “They Adumim was the only reserve land that remained for five
take our land, beat us up, and say they want peace. The Palestinian villages: A-Zaim, Azariyah, Isawiyah, Abu Dis
bulldozers are burying the peaceiq’aretz, Jerusalem Post and Anata. The municipal jurisdiction of Ma’aleh Adumim

28 May) stands now on 5,300 Km , while the municipal jurisdictions

83. On 27 May, Israeli mounted police and special anti-ri&fAzariyah’ Abu Dis and Anata altogether comprise only 460

squads roughed up about 70 protesters, including PI@Z; These three villages are populated by 40,000 people.
Executive Committee member Faisal Husseini and Ped&d? 2 Jerusalem Posg0 May)

Now activists, at the gate of the Ras Al Amud settlement. The 87. On 3 June, it was reported that some 700 out of 840
protesters were trying to stop bulldozers from working on the  apartments approved for construction at the controversial Har
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Homa site in South-East Jerusalem were sold, mostly to decisions of previous Governidatagetz, Jerusalem
associations affiliated with right wing political parties. A totaPost 6 June)

0f 6,500 housing units were approved by the Government f@ﬁ. On 6 June, it was reported that settlers attacked the

ignitrll:(glog\. a,t I—(Isar Homa. AsFI)n_ter|o|\rA.M.|n|sterl|n thBe Iat(?ecently published policy guidelines of Prime Minister-elect
h 'té a ?j 'E N oxerpmgnt, fnme |n|ste.r-e ect harah?;arak's prospective coalition, accusing him of attempting to
ad signed the authorizations for construction at the sitg, ;e them from the national consensus. Settlement leaders

(Ha'aretz 3 June) stated that instead of promoting unity, the guidelines will

88. On 2 June, Palestinian leaders prepared Arab and prevent dialogue because they intend to harm the status of
international opinion for possible bloodshed during the 3 June Jewish coiti@suim the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

“Day of Anger” protest against settlement adiies, stressing According to reports, the guidelines call for suspending all

that Israel will be to blame for any violencelgrusalem Post, preferential economic treatment currently enjoyed by
Ha'aretz, 3 June) residents of the West Bank and Gaza settlements, pending the

89. On4 June, it was reported that the official Palestinidfsults of final s'Fatus talks. Ipthe interim, no new settlements
daily, Al Hayat Al Jadida, had revealed that nearly 5,008® to be established but existing ones were not to be harmed.
dunums of land have been slated for confiscation for tH€Moving preferential treatment would mean that residents
expansion of five settlements in the Nablus district. In anoth@’Pu'O,I no longer enjoy such benefits as special tax_breaks and
development, the mayor of Deir Istiya was notified by the IDIEW |.n.terest and mortgage_ rates. However, N matters
to stop groundwork on an agricultural road. The road wouRgrtaining to settlement security needs, preferential treatment

have helped save land in Wadi Qana from confiscatidhe( was to continue. It was also reported that a special ministerial
Jerusalem Timest June) " committee was to be established to discuss the expansion

needs of individual communities and whether to approve
90. On 5 June, the Palestinian Authority warned Israelgnstruction. The Mayor of the Ma’aleh Adumim settlement,
Prime Minister-elect Barak that Palestinians were losing thqgrenny Kashriel, Deputy Council Chairman, stated he had
patience with settlement activities and might react violentlyyitten to Barak asking him to maintain the status quo for at
if they continue. “Settlement aggression will push the alreagyast the next two years. Kashriel stated that Council members
fragile situation to the edge of an explosion”, the Palestiniaiyd advised the larger right-wing parties not to join Barak’s
Authority stated after its weekly cabinet meetinde(usalem ,ygspective coalition if the guidelines were not amended.
Post 6 June) (Jerusalem Pos® June)

91. On 6 June, it was reported that the 11-page draf§. On 8 June, it was reported that the Palestinian Authority
coalition guideline document of the new Israeli Governmelp;qanning and International Cooperation Minister, Nabil
included paragraphs on a number of subjects, including tB®aath, stated that the Palestinian definition of a freeze on
peace process. The document was general in naturleoumtit construction in the West Bank and Gaza Strip is that no
detailing either specific action to be taken or specific goalgyjiding whatsoever should take place. According to the
The document’s more salient points include the following: (aJerusalem Posthis was a definition that Barak could not
Palestinians — the Government will accelerate the peaggcept. “He has to freeze settlements and that is really the first
process with the Palestinians in order to reach a fingign of good will”, Shaath stated. “If this new government
agreement, which will be put to a referendum — thgeriously wants to finish its [final status] negotiations in a
Government will honour agreements already made with t@/@ar's time, there is [already] enough room in the present

Palestinians; (b) the Government will resume negotiatioRgttlements for so-called natural growthJefusalem Post
with Syria, and any peace agreement will be put to & June)

referendum; (c) Jerusalem will remain in its entirety the , d that th i Pri

united capital of Israel; (d) until a final status agreement 4 On 11 June, it was reported that the Israeli Prime
reached. no new $tement will be established. The Minister-elect Barak had pledged to prevent settlers from
Government will meet the ongoing development needs B?CUpy',zghthe,lT'”S In t%e Wre]:stchqn!(. Barik |sbrer:10r;ed to
existing settlements. Except for security needs, settlemefjfve said he wil reconsi zrt € IeCISIOhS taken y.ft € orhmer
will not be entitled to preferential distribution of statenfs. Gover.nment. to expan . settlements, even T osuch a
Funding will be based on socio-@gomic needs on the samé €consideration renders him unable to form a coalition with
grounds as in the rest of the country. A ministerial coitiee the parties which support seflement expansion. The

will examine policy towards the settlements and dis;Cugéovernment nonetheless said that all of Jerusalem will remain
the permanent, united capital under Israeli sovereignty.

Barak’s aides said that no new settlements will be constructed
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until the status of the Jewish communities in Judea and cabinet decision, but came rather from “leaders in the police
Samaria (West Bank) is determined. Meanwhile, the existing and security forces”. It does not apply to agriculture workers,
settlements will not be dismantled. The new set of policies he said. Referring to Israeli trucks that bring building
does not include any promise not to expand the existing materials to the settlement of Netzarim, Abu Meddein said
settlements. Economic incentives for thétlsnents will be  “When our people look at these lorries and trucks, what kind
cancelled. The Jerusalem Timeg1 June) of hope do they have? This is an invitation to violence.”
95. On 15 June, it was reported that Prime Minister-ele'gtale,Stinian sources stated th_at Israel was plgnning .to
fiscate 8,000 dunums (Km ) in 12 Palestinian villages in

Barak had reached an agreement with the National Religio North of the West Bank. in ord dth :
Party (NRP), during talks to form a new coalition, to not stan e North of t € est Bank, in order to expan the settlements
f Alon Moreih, Shello, Rachel, Yitzhar and Itamar.

in the way of a plan to connect the settlement of Ma’ale@J ;
Adumim with Jerusalem. The oral agreement also contain Oerusalem PosHa’aretz 17 and 20 June)

a promise to continue building in East Jerusalem’s Har Homa 98. On 18 June, President Clinton decided to delay moving
neighbourhood. However, Barak refused to make any the United States embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem,
promises regarding construction of a Jewish neighbourhood declaring the delay necessary in order to “... protect the
at Ras Al Amud. The oral commitments concerning Ma’aleh  national security interests of the United States” and preserve
Adumim and Har Homa will not be included in the coalition the chances for an Israeli-Palestinian peace. Prime Minister-
platform, nor will they be included in the coalition agreement elect Barak did not comment, but outgoing Prime Minister
with the NRP, as neither Barak nor the NRP want the Netanyahu's communications adviser, David Bar llan, stated
agreement publicized at this stage. The coalition platform that he is certain the Clinton administration would eventually
states only that “building in Jerusalem will continue for the recognize an undivided Jerusalem as Israel's capital.
benefit of all its inhabitants”. The Har Homa project was “Jerusalem is now and will remain Israel’s undivided capital.
originally approved by Labour Party Jerusalem Mayor Kollek,  This is the consensus in Israel, which includes practically all
while tenders for building on Har Homa were issued by the members of the new government as well as the outgoing
Netanyahu Government-i@’aretz, 15 June) government. We are certain that the Administration will

96. On 16 June, itwas reported that according to the Steg?gow the lead of Congress”, he statede(usalem Pos20

Comptroller report, some settlements received funding for gdne

same projects twice: once from governmental ministries, and 99. On 24 June, it was reported that Hassan Asfour, a
a second time from the World Zionist Organization’s (WZO) leading peace negotiator, had stated that the Palestinians
Settlement Division. The report examined the details of intended to reach an agreement with Israel on the principles
government assistance for development of nettlesaents.  of a pace deal before the beginning of detailed negotiations.

In 1995, the Comptroller decided to scrutinize the WZO “The goal iséeh an agreement with the Israelis and then
Settlement Division. The current report examines links among continue the discussion on Jerusalem, refugees, water, and
government offices, the WZO Settlement Division and the borders”, stated Asfour, head of PLO’s Negotiation Affairs
Jewish Agency's settlement division. The report also Department, during a panel discussion at Bir Zeit University.
examines the duplication of funds allotted for immigration and A majdticism levelled against Palestinian Authority

social needs in the settlements.1997, the WZO allocated negotiators, voiced at Bir Zeit, had been that the Oslo process
NIS 12.8 million for social and immigration assistance, and had failed to freeze settlement activity and, in fact, deferred
an additional NIS 15.2 million to voluntary organizations for the issue for five years, during which Israel continued to build
community centres. At the same time, the Government and confiscate land. The Oslo accords are vague about how
continued to transfer funds designated for the same needs. the final status talks are to be structured, stating only that “...
Funds were distributed wibut any coordination, according itisderstood that these negotiations shall cover remaining

to the report. Jerusalem Postl7 June) issues, including Jerusalem, refugees, settlements, security
pdrangements, borders, relations and cooperation with other

97. On 16 June, Palestinian officials confirmed that the " . ) )
Palestinian Authority was barring Palestinians fror%e'ghbours and other issues of common interegeTsalem
ost 24 June)

construction work in Jewish settlements in the Gaza stri
Palestinian Justice Minister Freih Abu Meddein termed the 100. On 6 July, it was reported thagowewnment

ban a “security step”. He stated that construction at guidelines relating to political-diplomatic processes stressed
settlements provokes the Palestinian public and could have the need to accelerate negotiations with the Palestinians in
dangerous consequences. Abu Meddein stated that the new order to reach final status arrangements. The guidelines called
policy, implemented a few days earlier, was not a result ofa  for the principle of reciprocity to be maintained, saying that
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the Government will abide by previous agreements as long priorities map were to be made at a meeting with the Prime
as the Palestinians do the same. Under the guidelines, the Minister and himself, as was the case Hal®@2z (13
Government will also try to resume negotiations with Syrians  July)

in order to reach a peace agreement. The guidelines state m On 13 July, it was reported thattter leaders had

such an arrangemen_t would be presented for a referend reed the day before, during a meeting with Prime Minister
However, the guidelines state clearly that Jerusalem w;,

; 2 . X rak, to refrain from establishing new encampments in the
remain the undivided capital of Israel. Concerning settlemenfs. . gank and Gaza Strip. It was also agreed that both sides

In Judeal, Samaria a"l?dbeaf)a'i thbe ]9U|del;1nesf_stalte thattrp]% Government and the settlers, would refrain from taking
new settlements will be built belore the final staiug irlateral actions. Settler leader Benny Kashriel stated that

arrangements have been made, but existing settlements ak had promised to investigate statements by Minister of

not be harmed. However, the Government is to reconsidertI 3ustry and Trade Ran Cohen. in which Cohen called for a
national priority status given to certain areas and settleme eze on financial assistance tl;jUstriaI parks in the West

in Jude.a,. Samaria and_ Gaza” will be given eq.ual status g, .\ settlements Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Posi3 July)
those within the Green Line, except for preferential treatment

of security needs Jerusalem Pos®6 July) 105. On 14 July, the Minister-in-Charge of Jerusalem Affairs

, , .. . Haim Ramon stated in the Knesset that building plans for a
101. On 10 July, it was reported that the Housing M'n'Stg’ewish neighbourhood at Ras Al Amudneent be allowed to

had published a bid for the constru.ction 9f589 housing unigs, implemented since they discriminate against the Arab
:Jnthe ucljtrar\]-orthodox si_dement of Bitar Elit ITe:r ‘]erusalenll'residents of Jerusalem. “If we don’t maintain equal policies
eyond the Green Line. Peace Now called upon Barak {0 ;o ,sa1em we are undermining our hold and our struggle

freeze Icohnstruct|on on the.s;:e.b_TheigBltar E“t settlleme% maintain Jerusalem’s unity under Israeli sovereignty”, he
currently has some 13,000 inhabitantda(aretz 11 July) stated. “We cannot have policies that discriminate between

102. On 11 July, it was reported that a fourth Jewish family Arabs and Jews in Jerusalem, and the entire Ras Al Amud
was slated to move into the Shimon Hatsadik neighbourhood planis clear, severe discrimination between Jews and Arabs.”
in the heart of East Jerusalem’s Sheikh Jarrah area. Shimon Ramon added that former Prime Minister Netanyahu also felt
Hatsadik was given a “new Jewish neighbourhood” status by the plan was bad. CitB®@jrdetter from Netanyahu to

former Deputy Minister of Housing, Meir Prosh, during his  United States president Clinton, Ramon quoted Netanyahu
last month in office. The new status means that the Housing as saying that “neither families nor a neighbourhood” should
Ministry will pay NIS 400,000 anually in private security be situated there since it is not good for the unity of
services for protecting the residents of the neighbourhood. Jerusalem. Hoagmeeding to Ramon, Netanyahu backed

The family slated to move in was to be given the ninth down “due to pressure from extremists”. At the same time,
apartment in the neighbourhood. Most of the other apartments Ramon stated that building waeledpad Har Homa,
provide lodging for single men. This is not the onlyaccording to a plan under which one third of the homes would
neighbourhood to receive from the previous Government the be built for Arab residésmngsglem Post, Ha'areta5

status of a new Jewish stronghold in East Jerusalem. Silwan, July)

R?‘S Al Amgd, B_e't Orot_and the Muslim Quarterlof the OId_LO6. On 15 July, it was reported that Education Minister

City 6,‘” enjoy this special s_tat_us, a,nd the benefits from ﬂ\‘?ossi Sarid was planning to re-examine criteria for granting
Housing Ministry that go with it. Kla'aretz 12 July) fee exemption to pupils in settlements. “All communities in

103. On 13 July, it was reported that the newly appointed Israel and over the Green Line will face the same criteria
Industry and Trade Minister, Ran Cohen, had instructed his characterized by equality, fairness and complete clarity”,
Ministry to freeze all government investment in factories in ~ Sarid stated. “Any settlement whose situation is like that of
the West Bank and Gaza. He explained that investments Kiryat Shmona, Hatzor, Shlomi, Ofakim, Netivot, Yeroham,
approved between January 1995 and January 1998 — for Kiryat Gat ... or many @bes pte eligible to receive the
which payments were not yet completed — would not be exemption in accordance with the law. Settlements that are
frozen. The freeze applies only to investment applications more like the better off, well established, and strong
dated thereafter. Cohen stated that there was no reason for his communities in Israel are not entitled to receive it”, Sarid
Ministry to invest millions of shekels beyond the Green Line, adddd. §retz, Jerusalem Pos16 July)

when there were over 200,000 unemployétrzens within 107. On 15 July, a United Nations conference to examine

Israel. He added that he intended to divert the mvestments\,\t,ﬂether settlements in the occupied territories violate

peripheral deyelopment areas. F_|r?ance Mlnlgter Avrahﬁmernational law was adjourned after little more than half an
Shohat stated in response that decisions regarding the national
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hour, with agreement that it will renivene only if the 1996 had yet to be determined. A week earlier, settler leaders
situation on the ground flares up. The Swiss-chaired claimed that OC Central Command Major-General Moshe
conference was attended by 103 nations. It unanimously Ya'alon had stated in a meeting with members of the Jewish
approved a text stating that a key part of the Geneva Settlensn€l in the West Bank that IDF would not
Conventions on theanduct of war is applicable to “... the dismantle the majority of tiitob encampments. After swift

occupied Palestinian territories, including East Jerusalem”. responses from the Peace Now Movement and Education
Israel and the United States, which argued the meeting was Minister Yossi Sarid, an IDF spokesperson denied the reports
harmful to the peace process, boycotted the session. The and stated that the status of the encampments and their future
meeting adjourned almost immediately. “Taking into was a decision for the Israeli Government and not IDF.
consideration the improved atmosphere in the Middle Easkerysalem Post, Ha'aretzl and 5 August)

as a Who!e, t.he _conference was ac_Jljourned. on g, On 9 August, Palestinians threw stones at IDF troops
understanding it will convene again in the light o

utside Joseph’s Tomb at Nablus after discovering illegal

C.OnSl.Jlta.tIO?]S f_or|1d"the gevelopment of the Ei:]hl;;nant't"’mam)nstruction in the compound made by Yeshiva students.
Situation in the field", read a consensus statem aretz, Joseph’s Tomb is under Palestinian control but security

Jerusalem PostL6 July) control is entrusted to Israel at this site. Under

108. On 23 July, it was reported that the jjimm of Israeli Israeli-Palestinian interim agreements, neither side is
Prime Minister Barak on the future of the settlements on permitted to change the arrangement. However, there are
occupied Arab land was received with reserve and frequent complaints from both sides about violations.
apprehension by the Palestinian and Egyptian parties. Bardkrugalem Post, Ha'aref20 August)

had made no statemen.t in Washington pledging to putan efPS On 10 August, it was reported that the Housing Ministry

to settlement cons.tructlon on these lands. Bgrak proposeq]ga issued a tender the previous week for construction of 65
bypags the Wye River memorandum and begin the final Staté(l&artments and a 700°m commercial centre in the West Bank
talks instead. The Jerusalem Timeg3 July) settlement of Ariel. Ten days earlier, the Ministry published

109. On 26 July, it was reported that Prime Minister Barak a tender for the construction of 500 apartments in Beitar, a
had issued an order to dismantle five caravans placed illegallytlersent near Jerusalem, and prior to that it published two

on a hilltop two km from the settlement of Shavut Rahel in the  other tenders for West Bank construction; one for another
West Bank. It was the first time such action had been taken additional 589 apartments in Beitar, and one for 185 housing
by the new Barak Government. Of some 30 encampments units in the Har Adar settlement. In total, the Ministry had
(according toHa'aretz more than 40) set up on hilltops published tenders for construction of 1,339 housing units in
during the Netanyahu Government, four are considered illegal settlements since Housing Minister Levy (leader of the
by Civil Administration officials, one of them Shvut Rahel. right-wing National Religious Party) took office. According
The fate of the others has yet to be determined. A statement to Peace Now, this is equivalent to a rate ¢fdl&i090

issued by the Prime Minister’'s Office said that the units a year, more than four times the rate under the
establishments violated an agreement between Barak and the  Netanyahu Government. This completely contradicts the new
leaders of the Council of Jewish Communities in the West Government'’s policies, the Movement chidajacktg,

Bank and Gaza who promised to refrain from carrying out ardjgrusalem Postl0 and 11 August)

unilateral activity,and to coordinate all their moves with thﬁ14_ On 12 August, it was reported that the office of the
Government. kia'aretz, Jerusalem Posz6 July) Judge Advocate General had drafted a legal opinion stating
110. On 28 July, it was reported that the Palestinians had that only 12 of the 42 satellite outposts recently erected by
suspended security coordination and joint patrols with the  West Bank settlers could be defended before the High Court.
Israelis at Bethlehem to protest what they said was illegal The opinion was to be presented to Prime Minister Barak the
construction at Rachel’s Tomb, outside the city. IDF denied following day, at the opening of the first special meeting to
allegations that the construction was damaging a Moslem deal with the issue of the legal satellite outposts that have
cemetery. An IDF spokesperson stated that the work was been erected by settlers over the past several months
aimed at improving security arrangements at the tomb and following the signing of the Wye agreement. Senior IDF
was taking place in Area C, which is under full Israeli control.  sourcesHal@retzthat before this opinion was completed
(Jerusalem Posg8 July) only four outposts had been considered illedgd’aretz, 12

111. On5 August, it was reported that the fate of 3ltdp August)

encampments established throughout the West Bank since
Roads
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o ] _settlements and bypass roads”, stated Jamal Salman, director
115. On 11 March, Palestinians complained that Jewigh ihe Bethlehem Municipality. “Accepting this road plan
settlers were paving an unauthorized road otiUh eans accepting Israel annexation”, he added. A path was to
Arab-owned fields in the Hebron area with the intention qf¢ it where Palestinian labourers would walk several
creating a shortcut between the Kiryat Arba settlement aRflngred metres before being checked by IDF soldiers, as was
the “Harsina” neighbourhood in Hebron. Palestinians sajghne at the Erez crossing point between Israel and the Gaza
that the road under construction poses a threat to the Iandsqtfip_ Another sore point was that part of the roadwork would

20 Arab families. The spokesperson for the Civilze place well inside Bethlehem’s borders (as recognized by
Administration, Peter Lerner, confirmed that private land WaSrael). gerusalem Pos® July)

involved and said that the Civil Administration had ordered

that the work on the road be stoppedla(aretz, 12 March) 120. OnS July, the Bethlehem Popular Coittee to Defend
Land stated that the citizens of Bethlehem will resist the

116. On 16 March, it was reported that the Israeli Cityerysalem Municipality's attempt to seize more land in the
Council in Jerusalem was about to destroy a 450-m roadthern part of the city. The Committee was reacting to a
which has been recently opened by the Palestinian Authorify,y |sraeli project to set up a 600-m lane for pedestrians that

to help the citizens of Waljeh whose lands are classified §§es from the South of the Keber Rahil shrine to Jerusalem
part of Jerusalem even though they themselves are consid out passing through Israeli army checkpoint¥hé
officially as West BankersThe Jerusalem Time49 March) jorysalem Time® July)

117. On 23 April, it was reported that Palestinianz) on 21 July, the Civil Administration approved the
landowners around Kalandia airport had receiveghnstryction of sections of bypass roads in the West Bank. In
notlflcatl_ons that their lands have been confls.cated gnd har\é%ponse, Peace Now called for the plans to be cancelled and
been given one week to oppose the seizure in COUfdhe tapled before a ministerial committee slated to convene
According to the confiscation orders, tens of hectares gfe following week to discuss housing and road construction
Palestinian land have been slated for confiscation. A n&Wine territories. A Peace Now spokesperson stated that the
by-pass road will be constructed providing continuity 9jans were related to a section of trans-Samaria highway from
Jewish settlements and cutting off East Jerusalem from thgp,,ah Junction eastward and to two separate sections of
Palestinian v!llages on Jlerusalem’s northern outskiiftbe( highway 60 between Nablus and Ramallah. The spokesperson
Jerusalem Time23 April) demanded to know if Prime Minister Barak had authorized
118. On 25 June, it was reported that the Israeli Printlee plans, stating that Peace Now expected him to cancel them
Minister-elect Barak told the Israeli dailfa’aretzon 18 immediately. A Civil Administration spokesperson stated that
June that he intended to build a bridge to link the West Baitke roads were approved under the former Government,
and the Gaza Strip shortly after he takes office. The four-laadding that they were an integral part of implementation of
bridge is to be 47 km long and is to connect the town of Betiie Wye agreement. A spokesperson for Prime Minister Barak
Hanoun, just North of @za, with the town of Dura, refused to comment on the issude(usalem PosR2 July,
South-West of Hebron. The bridge is also to carry a railwaya'aretz, 23 July)

line, and the pipes for a water networklhe Jerusalem

Times 25 June) Housing

119. On 2 July, it was reported that the Palestinian Authority 122. On 4 February, the Civil Administration demolished
and Israeli Government officials traded charges over an two Palestinian-owned houses for beiiltelyailly”. One

Israeli road construction project entitled “Bethleh600”.  ofthehouses was in Hebron, near the Kiryat Arbéleeent,

The plan includes widening and repairing the and the other in the nearby village of Beit Ummar. Issa
Bethlehem-Jerusalem road between the Gilo intersection and Samander, a spokesperson for the Palestinian Land Defence
Rachel's Tomb, the building of an island between its two Committee, said that the Hebron house was home to a family
sides, installing lights and building parking lots. The most of 10 andragdd to a Palestinian whose brother lives with
sensitive aspect of the project, in Palestinian eyes, was the his family in a tent after their home was demolished for the
enlargement of military checkpoint N@0O, where West third time the year before. According to Samander, the owner
Bank vehicles heading North are checked by Israeli security of the Hebron house had applied to the Civil Administration
forces. The checkpoint was allegedly located on land that was  several times for a building permit but was turned down each
part of Jordan’s Bethlehem Municipality before Israel time. A Civil Administration spokesperson confirmed the
occupied and annexed it to Jerusalem in 1967. “They are li@ms, and stated that “the actions were undertaken after
trying to create facts on the ground, as they do with
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we finished all the legal proceduresidqrusalem Posts stated that Israelis must oppose the “perpetuation of
February) occupation” by helping to rebuild Palestinian homes

123. More than 3houses and a mosque in the village 0qemolished by IDF and replant trees uprooted by settlers. A
Walegeh are slated for demolition because they a§gokesperson for the Committee also said that Israkbsls

unlicensed. The village is divided between Jerusalem and {fRpose new bypass roads that break up the West Bank into

West Bank. The mosque and about 50 houses are Iocatebsmated enclaves. According to the Committee’s reports, a

an area which has been a site of dispute and confrontatigrcture of occupation, displacement and apartheid has been

between the villagers and the Jerusalem City Council Singgstenlwa:l%all)(/:lmpolsed or:dez;Ieitmlans tofer;]sure Izraelf|
the 1980s. The residents of Wageleh, who carry West Ba gntrol. The .omm|ttee added that tens_o thousands ol
identity cards, receive municipal services from the West Ba nums of agricultural land had been confiscated by Israeli

city of Beit Jala on the basis of their West Bank identity Cardé\_uthonUes. The Cli)mmlc';tee also Iclalmed tt?a:]sm%l
(The Jerusalem Time5 February) 6,000 West Bank and Jerusalem Ara omes were

_ . demolished. A spokesperson for the “Civil Administration”
124. Israeli stlers in Hebron were reported to bey the West Bank confirmed that 1,300 homes had been
co-ordinating a new drive of construction in their area aftefemolished since 1990, while a Jerusalem Muniliipa
receiving encouragement from lIsraeli Defence MiniSt%rpokesperson claimed that only 56 Arab homes had been

Arens. In a related story, settlers from the Beit Oron Religioyfemolished in the last five yearsgfusalem Postl1 March)
Institute occupied an emptyouse in Sheikh Jarjah on 17

February. After clashes with neighbours, the Israeli polic]eZ7' On 13 March, some 300 Israekgce activists from

ordered that the site be vacated pending court decision on {f:eHD he!ped three If’alestir_ﬂan fami]ies at Anata, Yatat and
fightful owner. The Jerusalem Timeg9 February) Kafel Haris to rebuild their demolished homes. ICAHD

protested what it called the Israeli policy of preventing
125. On 2 March, it was reported that the Interior Ministrpajestinians from obtaining building permits. This, explained
had issued 201 house defition orders in1998 forillegally |cAHD, had forced the Palestinians to build their houses
erected structures in East Jerusalem, and had carried out Rifg out permits. Sincd 967, the Comiittee claimed that
of the orders, according to a government building inspectorsyme 6,000 West Bank and Gaza houses had been demolished
report. Public Security Minister Avigdor Kahalani told theyecause they were built illegally, which was clear evidence
Knesset that the peace process had often prevented the pafigg people had to break the law in order to ensure their basic

from cracking down on illegal construction in East Jerusalemgnt to housing. a’aretz, Jerusalem Pos14 March)

The Municipality of Jerusalem issues its own house o . )
128. On 19 April, it was reported that twibegally built

demolition orders — separately from the Interior Ministry — ) ) o
and a city official stated that Jerusalem had issued uses at Issawiyah had been demolished. An unfinished
use was alsé&nocked down. “There were no building

demolition orders in the last two weeks alone. The cost ito f fih dth 50 buil land
obtaining a building permit from the city for construction irPermits for any one of them and they were aiso built on lan

East Jerusalem comes to about NIS 130 pér m . The IsraﬂﬂIEd for public use”, stated a spokesperson for the Jerusalem

Committee Against House Demolition (ICAHD) said that thg{lumomahty, \th'Ch author!zed the Qemnons. “Most of the
high number of building violations in East Jerusalerﬁ'”age doesn’'t have permits. They issue requests but they are

evidenced Israeli discrimination in issuing permits. IcAHDIEVer accepted by the Israeli authorities”, stated Issawiyah

also said that Jerusalem authorities manipulated zoning IaW§'dem Atef Abed, explaining the illegal constructioesiee

to make it difficult for Palestinian residents to build, an ow criticized the demolitions, charging that they were

failed to supply Palestinian neighbourhoods with adequq?g_“t'cauy mclJ\tllvated. '{]he ,GUSh Sha¢|||0m Moyement sta}ted.that
infrastructure. In related news, it was reported that ICAHDBmyarT]In etanyahu is cynically waging an e ection

was preparing to offer the Municipality of Jerusalem a ampaign on the backs _of unfortunqte Palestinians whose
alternate zoning plan for the East Jerusalem neighbourh es were destroyed ... in order to win more votes from the

of Jabal Mukabar. An ICAHD member stated that the City,gxtreme right.” In 1998, 1Bouses were demolished in East

own plan would not serve the interest of the residentlserusalem and 13 in the western part of the city. To date in

adequately. Should the city accept the alternative pIaJn?gg’ 26 demittion orders had been issued in East

ICAHD plans to ask for all outstanding demolition orders irf €"uSalem. of which seven have been executed. In West
the area to be cancelledd@’aretz 2 March) Jerusalem, one of the two buildings slated for demolition has

been torn down.Jerusalem Post, Ha'aref20 April)
126. On 10 March, the Israeli Conittee Against House

Demolition held a press conference in Jerusalem, at Whichlffg' On 19 April, Isrlaell pulldozers demohshed tivouses
In Jerusalem’s Issawiya village as well as a tHialise under
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construction. The houses were built without Israeli-issued the Association for Civil Rights in Israel and a team of
permits on land classified as “green land”. Nature preserve architects and city planners. The parties decided that no
authorities have instructed a Palestinian family living in a homes would be destroyed and no structures would be erected
container near the Jewish settlement of Emmanuel in the Westhowitpermits, until planning teams from both sides had

Bank to remove the caravan. Five more families have received examined the city's existing zoning plans. Despite the
notification that their homes will be destroyed because they agreement, two Jerusalem homes were demolished on 3 May.
have been constructed without permit§hé Jerusalem The City of Jerusalem stated that the Interior Ministry was
Times 23 April) responsible for the demolitions, which could have been

130. On 20 April, the Israeli police implemented an IsraeﬁVOided' Ha'aretz 6 May)

High Court ruling and evicted a family from part of its housd35. On 9 May, the Israeli Government approved a

in the East Jerusalem neighbourhood of Sheikh Jarrah, in an  controversial plan to allocate approfihd@tefylion for

ongoing legal controversy between Palestinians and Jewish  settlementiestiv East Jerusalem, offering financial
settlers. The eviction was resisted by the Kurd family. incentives to those who buy an apartment there. A deputy of
Palestinians accused the Israeli police of allowintjlses to  the Israeli Housing Minister reportedly told the Israeli

enter and use the property under dispute. One Palestinian newspkpariv, that the Israeli Committee to Support
woman was slightly injured and a man was arrested. Settlers  Jerusalem had decided to pay $6,500 for every Israeli buying
claim ownership to 18 dunums of land at Sheikh Jarrah, where an Arab house in the city. Those who will buy apartments in
27 houses were constructedlif53. About 700 people live  Jebel Abu Ghneim will also benefit from this incentiMee (

in the houses. Stters claim that the land is Jewish propertylerusalem Timg® and 12 May)

from beforg 1948. Palestipiansmterclaim that it is their. 136. On 13 May, the Civil Administration ordered the

land. Both sides are supplying documents to prove the Cla'na%molition of four *

: . illegally” built structures, two in the
(The Jerusalem Time&3 April)

village of Yatta and two at Bani Na'im near Hebron.
131. On 25 April, it was reported that several students frondersalem PostL4 May)

the Beit Orot Yeshiva had reoccupied a house near the topb, 5122 June. it was reported that Attorney Bilha Berg

of Shimon Hlatzaddrllk in thg Sheikh JkarLah qeﬁggbourhogd himed that the Interior Ministry’s order for the destruction
East Jerusalem. The previous week, the High Court ordergd, , illegal structure in the East Jerusalem neighbourhood

that the house in which an Arab family had been living remai(glf West A-Sawahra was in direct contravention of an

empty, although Beit O.rot stated that itis Jewish proloertXgreement between the Ministry and the Association for Civil
(Jerusalem Pos26 April) Rights in Israel. Berg claimed that Mati Houta, Planning

132. On 3 May, two Palestinian homes were demolished in  Director at the Interior Ministry, had arrived at an agreement
the Jebel Al Mokaber neighbourhood of Jerusalem, despite  with the Jerusalem Mityiicipehich houses in both Jebel

a recent unofficial agreement between the Association for Al Mokaber and West A-Sawahra would not be destroyed
Civil Rights in Israel and the City of Jerusalem to temporarily  without prior discussion among planning teams on both sides
halt house demolitions. The Interior Ministry ordered that the and neighbourhood residents. The Interior Ministry issued a
homes of cousins Jamal and Jamil Souri be bulldozed. The statement claiming that the illegal structure was only a
two demolished homes had been constructed without building basement and floor, and therefore uninhabited, and that the
permits. Ha'aretz, 4 May) agreement with Houta dealt only with Jebel Al Mokaber. Berg

133. On 3 May, the Israeli authities demolished two disputed the Ministry's statementig'aretz, 23 June)

Arab-owned houses in East Jerusalem. The houses w&B8. On 7 June, the Israeli autlitoes demolished a two-

owned by Jalila Surri and her brother Jamal Surri from Jebel story house owned by Mohammed Abu Khdeir at Shufat. Abu
Al Mokaber. Ten other houses in East Jerusalem and 10 more  Khdeir had applied for a license but his application was
in the West Bank have also been demolished since the rejedted.Jerusalem Timegl June)

beginning of this year.The Jerusalem Times May) 139. On 27 July, it was reported that Internal Security

134. On 6 May, it was reported that the Jerusalem Minister Shlomo Ben Ami had instructed police to inform him
Municipality and representatives of residents of East personally before demolishing arholisss. Ben Ami told
Jerusalem neighbourhoods Jebel Al Mokaber and Arab Bh'aretzhat over the last 30 years, 35,000 housing units had
Suwahara had arrived at a “gentleman’s agreement” to been constructed for Jews in East Jerusalem but none for
temporarily halt house demolitions and illegal construction Palestinians. Ben Ami stated “We should be sensitive to the
in the city. The East Jerusalem residents were represented by factors which led to illegal building.” In related news, it was
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reported that both Ben Ami and Yossi Beilin, the Justice The two brothers had been living with their families in tents
Minister, held a joint meeting with members of their staffto  since the houses they were living in for four months were
discuss the problem of illegal construction. A Justice Ministry demolished. Mati Houta, Jerusalem District Commissioner
spokesperson stated that it was a learning experience for the for the Interior Ministry, stated that he “very much hoped
two Ministers, who listened rather than talked. The discussion that the new building sites will be demolished. The land of
covered illegal building in areas such as East Jerusalem and Walaje was annexed to Jeruk@&mbnt its residents

the occupied territoriesHa'aretz, Jerusalem Pos27, 29  were never granted identity cards, apparently out of fear that
July) doing so would impact on the demographic balance between

140. On 11 Aigust, it was reported that the Interior Ministry]ews and Arabs in Jerusalem. Spokesperson for the Internal

had demolished the houses of two Palestinian families 7 CU Y M'n,'§ter Shlomo Ben Am! stated that Ben Amr's
Jerusalem’s Walaje neighbourhood, near the Gittdeament stated opposition the week before did not mean that he could

prompting violence among the local Palestinian populatioﬁ?and in the way of court orders to demolish houses. In this

The Interior Ministry’'s Jerusalem District Commissione case, the spokesp_erson stated, the Palestinian brothers had
Mati Houta, stated that there was no way to build legally iwolated the law twice.Jerusalem Postl9 August)

Walaje. Houta said that instead of building the house in

Walaje, the owners should have bought an apartmentin Sur ~ Water

Bahir (a nearby Arab neighbourhood). Walaje residents livet3. On 2 March, Israeli, Palestinian and Jordanian water
inside the borders of Jerusalem as defined by Israel after #ysecialists, joined by American scientists, issued a report
Six Day War, but were never accorded Jerusalem identighich they hoped will promote regional cooperation in
cards by the Interior Ministry. Instead, they carry identitgrappling with the worsening problem of water scarcity. The
cards from the Civil Administration in the West Bank. Theeport was delicate in its treatment of the fact that per capita
owners of the demolished houses would not be able to mayse of water in Israel is more than three times that in the West
to Sur Bahir because they do not have a Jerusalem resideBayik and Gaza Strip — 344%m per year compared with 94
card, Houta conceded, when queried about the feasibility®? year. One of the concerns for future generations, stated the
his suggestion. He said that the lack of Jerusalem residemeport, will be “achieving greater equity in the distribution
status for Walaje residents was “a mistake which neededdbwater throughout the area”J¢rusalem PosB March)

be solved and indicated that the matter was being handle
The Prime Minister’s Office declined to comment specificall
on the demolitions. It said: “There is no policy ofdestroyinge
homes. Every case is checked individuallyH&g aretz,
Jerusalem Postl2 August)

9.'44. On 26 March, it was reported that the water crisis in the
est Bank and the Gaza Strip will be severe this year as a
sult of rain shortage. Palestinian officials are predicting that
remote villages in the north and south of the West Bank will
suffer a great deal. This year, the Israelis provided permits
141. On 16 Aigust, Internal Security Minister Shlomo Berto the Palestinian Authority to drill 15 artesian wells, each
Ami expressed firm opposition to the demolition of homeg800 m deep, in the southern West Bank. Though the water
built without permits, saying that the police should be stoppgimped will provide drinking water for Hebron, Bethlehem
and a “comprehensive solution” to the problem found. “4nd scorched villages in the area, nearly one third of it will
oppose with all my soul the destruction of homes and | beliey® used by settlers. The remaining water will not be sufficient
this should be stopped and a comprehensive solutiond”, for agriculture, environment and industry. The Palestinians
Ben Ami said in response to a protest filed by the Gusire not allowed to dig artesian wells in the north of the West
Shalom movement after two homes were destroyed in tBank because they pump water from the northern and western
Walaje neighbourhood in southern Jerusalem the week befaiguifers. Israel sells 13 million i of water to the West Bank
He added that he and Justice Minister Yossi Beilin hadr drinking purposes, 10 million fn  short of the quantity
formed a committee to discuss the issue. He said that he fedleded to solve the crisis. Palestinians pay more for the water
that there should be a way for those who had built, becaug@an the Israeli consumer because the Palestinian Authority
they could not get permits, to get construction approvetbes not subsidize its water supplies while the Israeli
retroactively. Jerusalem Postl7 August) Government does. According to water expert lhab Barghouti,

142. On 19 Aigust, it was reported that two PalestiniagoMe 166 villages in the West Bank have not been linked to

brothers from the Jerusalem neighbourhood Walaje had bdBf Water pipes system. The crisis is much more severe in the
served with orders from the Interior Ministry to haltGaza Strip because the annual rainfall there is even lower

construction of new homes they began building shortly aft4an ir,1 the West Bank. Moreover, the quality of the water in
ministry bulldozers demolished their houses the week befo@222's aquifers is compromised as salt water from the sea
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flows into it and mixes with the fresh water. Israel has also farmers are reported to be severely suffering from the

been supplying Jordan with 20 million®m of water from lake consequences of this year’s drolightlérusalem Times
Tiberias, as stipulated in their peace treaty. As a result, Israel 9 July)

has decided to cut this supply by 35 per cent, starting a crisis

with Jordan. The Jerusalem Timeg6 March) 2. Restrictions affecting movement of Palestinians
within, between, and their exit from and re-entry

145. On 19 May, Israeli authibies demolished several water ) . o
into the occupied territories

reservoirs built by Palestinians in the Hebron area. According
to Civil Administration spokespersons, the reservoirs haii9. On 14 February, the Mufti of Jerusalem, Sheikh Sabri
been constructed without permits. The families whg@krama, accused Israel of trying to banish him from the city.
constructed the reservoirs complained that they had no otlikrama said that the Israeli Police had notified the Waqf
reliable supply of water and need the reservoirs for privaf#uslim Religious Trust) that henceforth he would be barred
use. “This is unfair”, said Kayed Jaber, owner of one of thigom his Jerusalem office. Akrama rejected what he called
reservoirs. “We suffer from a water shortage, we don't havetervention by right-wing Israeli extremists in Muslims’
drinking water, and the settlers take our share to fill thefeligious affairs. Ha'aretz, 15 February)

swimming pools.” Jeff Halper of the Israeli Committee150 On 16 Eeb .
. " : . it ted that | | had asked
Against House Demolitions (ICAHD) tried to prevent t & e ebruary, It was reported tat 1srac had aske

actmgt .Of ICAHD’ statepl that he anticipated a wave of homfef\rusalem, Sheikh Sabri Akrama, from moving his office from
demolitions in the coming weeks. Four homes in the area

Yatta were destroyed by the Civil Administration during thé%e .Old City to Al Aqsa Mosque compqund..A few months
) ; earlier, construction began of new offices in the Al Agsa
previous week.fia‘aretz, 20 May) compound, where Akrama is expected to move. According
146. On 28 May, it was reported that the head of th® Israeli officials, his aides had already moved there.
Palestinian Water Authority, Khairy Al Jamal, had accusegiccording to thelerusalem PosBabri said that he would not
Israel of cutting off water supplies to hundreds of thousan@isidge from the new office in the Dome of the Rock
of people living in the Gaza Strip. The salinity rate hagsompound. “I will not leave it. We are not accepting the
increased as a result of Israeli over-pumping water. The waisraeli interpretation. They distort the facts.” David Bar lllan,
shortage is even more acute due to low rainfallh€¢ director of communications for Prime Minister Netanyahu,

Jerusalem Time28 May) termed Akrama’s relocations as a “breaking of the status

147. On 1 July, activists from the human rights organizatigh'©”- (Ha'aretz 16 FebruaryJerusalem Pos7 February)

B'Tselem protested the water shortage in the Beit Fourig

village east of Nablus in the occupied territories. Tlitage, Identity cards, travel permits

inhabited by 8,000 people, was one of 180 villages aroung1. On 3 February, it was revealed that the lIsraeli
the West Bank and Gaza Strip that was not connected to &thorities had prevented the Palestinian Authority from
kind of water distribution network. While the nearby Jewisfeceiving two armoured cars, both of which had been
settlements of Alon Moreh and Etamar were connected pirchased for President Arafat's personal use. The cars
water distribution networks Ha’aretz, 2 July) arrived at the Rafah checkpoint several weeks earlier. Under

148. On 9 July, it was reported that a studyducted by the various agreements concluded between lIsrael and the
Palestinian Centre for Human Rights revealed that tialestinian Authority, Israel was entitled to search the cars
residents of the 19 Israeli settlements in the Gaza Sty§fore allowing their entrance into the Gaza Strip. According
consume 30 million # of Palestinian water annuallyi© Israeli sources, IDF officers were surprised to discover that
compared to an average yearly consumption of 110-180e two cars were equipped with advanced electronic
million m® by residents of the Strip over the last five year€quipment for neutralizing side-bombsH&aretz, 4

The Water Authority estimated that in 1996, the 5,000 settlergbruary)

in the area used up to a quarter of the total consumption of the2. On 7 February, it was reported that transportation
one-and-a-half million inhabitants of the Strip. Averagexperts from Egypt, the Palestinian Authority and Israel
consumption of water in the Gaza Strip is one of the lowegteeting the week before had disagreed about air approach
in the region; individual consumption averaged 70 | per dayutes to the Gaza airport. Air transport to the Yasser Arafat
in 1996, compared to 140 | in Jordan and 280 | in Israel. izternational Airport is routed over the northern Sinai

a related development, Bedouin families and Palestinigyyptian town of El Arish. The Palestinians expressed
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concern over the inadequate security in the area. The Israelis under the jurisdiction of the Palestinian Authority but their
countered that any change in the route would complicate thidlages will remain under the control of Israel.

Isra_el Alr Force’s tra;:nmg rleglmﬁin.,Bot? sides E\greed to meﬁ;]e Israeli authorities will conduct a census within Jerusalem
again to try to reach a solutiortig'aretz 7 February) city limits before the end of 1999The Jerusalem Timeg86
153. On 17 Februaryhbusands of students at Palestinian February)

universities and colleges went on an hour-long strike i{l55 On 2 March 1999, a spokeswoman for the Israeli

support of students from the Gaza Strip enrolled at West BaK}ﬁnistry of the Interior justified the withdrawal in 1998 of

universities. Only 292 students out of 1,400 have been giv§§8 identity cards from Jerusalemite Palestinians on the

pe.rmlts. _to epter Israel on the|.r way to .the West Bang,,nds that the holders were living outside Jerusalem city
universities. Fifty-two of the permits were given to sons an

dauah ¢ Palestini Hicial q i ho h its. Human rights organizations described Israel’s action
aughters of Palestinian officials and persidies who have ¢ «gjjgnt transfer”. The Jerusalem Time5 March)

VIP cards allowing them free movement. Some students have o _

gone though Egypt and Jordan to arrive at their colleges 6. On 6 March, a Palestinian woman was detained for
the West Bank. There was a tremendous decline in tggestioning during a confrontation at the A-Ram junction on
number of students from Gaza studying in the West Bank {R€ northern boundary of Jerusalem, where about 50

the last year, with only 358 able to attend classddg Palestinian women tried to push their way past the checkpoint
Jerusalem Timegsl9 February) in an attempt to enter the city. Police pushed back the

154. On 26 Feb ) dthat the | i .demonstrators, who were attending a rally organized by
- On ebruary, itwas reported that the Israell Interigy, o «iniap Authority legislator Hanan Ashrawi to protest the

!\/I|n|§try wil defgnd Its pohcy of revoking Eas.t Qerusalen}efusal of Israeli authorities to grant them entry permits. “This
identity cards byllmmducmg anew p!an. Pa!est|n|an Iawyeris a symbolic protest against all repressive Israeli measures
Suha_d Agha said tha.t the_new tactics are mtgrngl MEASULERN as their continued occupation of Jerusalem and stripping
practised by the Israeli National Insurance Institution and 4Balestinians from their Jerusalem residency permits and the

not yet laws. According to a report released by Orient Housaosure“, said Amal Khreished, a leading member of the
East Jerusalem citizens will be divided into five Catch)riel":”'alestinian Women's Federation. Ashrawi claimed that police

(a) Those living within the borders of the city and had used brute force to disperse the demonstrators and had

included in the 1968 census have permanent status and will beaten them in someJedgizealém Pos7 March)

enjoy full social benefits. Their _numbgr is estimated afS?. On 11 March, IDF reopened to Palestinian traffic the
50,000. These are the ones who will receive Israeli magnefic. passing below the Jewish Tel Rumeida neighbourhood
cards; in Hebron. It had been closed since a shooting incident there
(b) Those who possess Israeli identity cards but live in September 1998leksapokesperson said thatders
on the outskirts of Jerusalem are denied social benefits. They  will continue pressuring the Government to close the road to
can keep their Israeli-issued identity cards which will serve  Palestinian traffic, claiming that the opening of the road will
as passes to enter Israel. It is a category comprising 80,000 threaten security. A senior IDF offitker aoédz that the
people; road was closed in September as “a general sanction, intended
() Those who came to live in Jerusalem as a resﬁﬂsend amassage to the (Arab) Iesidents. that they would have
of family reunion can get residence rights for five years arjg Payaprice for an.yt.erro'rllst "?‘Ct .Accordmg_to IDF Sources,
three months. His or her temporary residence status will frewasno secur|t¥]u§tl1f|catlon for preyentlng Pglesnmans
cancelled if they commit security offences. It is up to th om using the road. “This is not the solution that will prevent

Israeli Government to grant them permanent status after tﬁgorﬁt attacks”, they added-@'aretz, Jerusalem Post2
five years. They have no entitlement to social benefits; arch)

(d) People who live in the West Bank and have acced@8: On 16 March 1999, Israeli border police collected
to their homes through Jerusalem will be given specitljﬁraelmssued |dent|tycards.|n amosque at Al Ram, north of
identification that will help them leave and enter theip©rusalem. The border police also raided houses at Al Ram

neighbourhoods. They are not citizens and enjoy no bené&d Bi'r'NabaIa to collegt thﬁ identity (l:)ardshof their or:/vrc;ers.
but they have to pay taxes on their property: The citizens concerned, whose numbers has reached more
than 2,200, have been denied health and national insurance.

(e) The population in the fifth category includes thosg—he Jerusalem Times9 March)
who live in the West Bank villages surrounding Jerusalem.

They will be given permits to enter Jerusalem only. They are
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159. On 19 March, Prime Minister Netanyahuoked Ziyad three Palestinian iitsitions as an election campaign ploy.

Abu Zayad's VIP card, and suspended the special travel Over the pasttwo years, the Government has closed down
privileges of Hanan Ashrawi and Faisal Husseini. The some 40 Palestinian institutions in Jerudeleisalem
decision followed a meeting in Jerusalem’s Orient Houdeost 30 March)

between the three Palestinian Authority officials and 19 3. On 3 April, in a show of backing for Palestinian claims

fo_ragn consul_s-general. Abu Z?‘Yad's vIP pass had_ 6.l||OW? East Jerusalem, dozens of supporters of the Gush Shalom
him free entry into Israel; Husseini's and Ashrawi’s panegeE/‘Fh

had itted th h h checkboints f ovement marched to Orient House. They presented Faisal
ad permitted them to pass through checkpaints from t sseini, the Palestinian Authority Minister responsible for

West .Bank and Gaza Strip. .A_\c_cordmgltm a_re,tz Israel_l . Jerusalem, with a manifesto signed by 520 Israelis supporting
security Sources strongly cr|.t|C|zed the deC|S|on§, def'n'rEgPalestinian state with Jerusalem as its “joint capital”. The
Fhe'.“,‘ as “pointless provocatlon.by Net.almlyahu, W'th NO re&Yent came only days after the government habainced its

Justification”. The sources especially criticized the timing Shtention to close down three offices in East Jerusalem on the

the decisions, just as the Palestinian Authority was Stepp'agounds that they were #fated with the Palestinian

up its gffo_rts to combat terrorist activities by Hamas and tr]&uthority. It also said it would bar Palestinian Authority
Islamic Jihad. fia’aretz, Jerusalem Post.9 March) Minister Ziyad Abu Ziyad, who represents Jerusalem in the
160. On 22 March, Palestinian officials prevented cargo- Palestinian Legislatumo, from entering the city.
laden trucks from crossing the Karni checkpoint betweetla'@retz, Jerusalem Pos#é April)

vehicle, were |.nt.ended to '?e shf;\red equally between Isr%%{fiyah, who runs the Palestinian side of the Karni crossing

and the Palestinian AuthorityH@'aretz, 23 March) stated that Israel closed the gates after the Palestinians refused
161. On 26 March, it was reported that the Israeli auties  to pay a new fee of US$ 21 for each empty truck. Israel also

had refused to permit trucks carrying agricultural products imposed a 75 per cent fee increase for trucks carrying cargo.
from the Gaza Strip to enter the country at the Erez crossing. The Palestinian official stated that the Palestinian economy
Officials of the Agricultural Ministry took the step in response  loses US$ 5 million each day the Karni crossing is closed.
to the refusal of Palestinians to permit Israeli trucks to entederysalem PosHa’aretz, 6 April)

the Gaza Strip at Karni crossing. A week before, the Israellbs On 5 April, for the second time in two weeks, the Israeli

Awportsd Auth_oﬁr|t¥,bwh|ch nllﬁ‘gagoeg thj Nfgrgggross'ngauthorities closed the Muntar (Karni) crossing between Gaza
Imposed a tariif of between an On €VeYhd Israel which is used only by commercial vehicles. All

Pallest|r?|an Aut,horlty had decided to close the Karni CrOss”i!:%mplained that the Israeli authorities wanted to charge fees
onits side. fia‘aretz 26 March) for empty trucks and for citrus containers, as well as for the

162. On 29 March, Prime Minister Netanyahonaunced shipments of flour and wheat that go through the crossing.

that he would close the offices of three Palestinian institutions  They say that this is in violation of previous agreements. They
in East Jerusalem — the Palestinian Prisoner Club, the expressed surprise at the closing of the commercial crossings,
Palestinian News Agency (WAFA), and the office of the particularly after an agreement was reached only days earlier
Palestinian Authority Deputy Minister for Christian Affairs.  to decrease the disputed fees by 25 pedtendefusalem
Netanyahu made his announcement after a meeting withmes 9 April)

Foreign Ministgr Sha_ron, Defence_Minister_Arens, anf66. On 10 April, an Israeli Navy patrol boat fired on
Inter_na] Security Ml;nlgter Kagalanl. In zdd|t|]?n, ltra\_/e.balestinian fishermen off the coast of Khan Yunis, wounding
restrictions were to be imposed on a number of Palestinign, - pajestinian officials stated that the shots were fired

officials: Palestinian Cabinet member Ziyad Abu Zayad, Wr\ﬁithoutjustification, saying that the fishermen were in waters

lives in Azariya outside of Jerusalem, and Jamil Othman, tlﬁﬁder the jurisdiction of the Palestinian Authority. However,

Palestinian Authority-appointed Governor of Jerusalernm: said that the fishermen were in waters closed to

would be barred from entering Jerusalem. Both Chi‘Inffz;llestinian shipping. According to the Cairo Agreement

Palespman neg.otlator Erekat and membgrg of the Israﬁgtween Israel and the Palestinian Authority, Palestinian
opposition described the Government’s decision to close the
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fishermen are allowed to fish up to 20 km from the shore. Palestinians since 1995, making them not eligible for their
However, there is a relatively narrow “sterile” area between social entitlements as Israeli citizens, including crucial health
Khan Yunis and Rafah, which Palestinian vessels are services. The presence of an international law delegation
prohibited from crossing. Israel Navy patrol boats are inside the courtis seen by outside observers as a message to
authorized to stop and check suspicious vessels along the the Israeli judges that this is a very serious matter that will
shores of GazaHa'aretz, Jerusalem Postl1 April) affect the international legal community as well as the people

167. On 17 April, Palestinian Authority Cabinet MinisterOf Ealestlnlan East JerusalenThe Jerusalem Time23

Ziyad Abu Ziyad stated that he was detained by the Isra@lP”l)

police and escorted out of Jerusalem after being told thathe 171. On 22 April, the Israeli High Court has given the
was no longer allowed to enter the city. Abu Ziyad, who lives Government of Israel three months to explain its policy

just outside the city limits, said that the Government was regarding the residency rights of Palestinians living in East
trying to make an example of him. After hosting European Jerusal€he Jerusalem TimeS0 April)

diplomats atOrient House last month, his VIP status, WhiCP72_ On 26 May, Palestinian Authority Minister Ziyad was

had_ allowed h'm,to legally en,ter Jerusalem as a West Baagtained and questioned by police in Jerusalem and escorted
re5|_dent, was withdrawnHa'aretz, Jerusalem Post18 outside the city limits. He had previously received the same
April) treatment. An injunction prohibiting entry to Jerusalem was

168. On 17 April, the Israeli police prevented Palestinian issued against Ziyad and several other Palestinian Authority
Authority Minister Ziyad from entering Jerusalem. Ziyad said, officials in late March, after they had met with foreign

“l am a Palestinian citizen who has been living in Jerusalem diplomats at Orient Hélesargtz 27 May)

since | was born. Nobody can prevent me from living in m

¥73. On 28 May, it was reported that the chances for the
hometown.” The Jerusalem Timeg23 April) ¢ P

opening of a safe passage between the West Bank and Gaza

169. On 22 April, the Israeli High Court of Justice ordered  Strip were growing somewbagstr with the new Israeli

the State Attorney’s Office to review the files of all residents Government under the Prime Minister-elect Barak. The safe

of East Jerusalem who lost their permanent residency status  passage between the West Bank and Gaza Strip is one of the
between 1989 and 1991, to determine whether the Interior main unresolved issues of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. It
Ministry had applied the same criteria for revoking residency has cut the Palestinian territories into two separate geographic
rights as applied currently. The order was issued at the entities. Only holders of VIP cards can travel between the two
opening hearing of two petitions demanding that the Interior areas. Palestinians want unrestricted safe passage between
Ministry return the permanent residency permits of these territories. Israel wants Palestinian passengers to
Palestinian residents of East Jerusalem whose permits had acquire the proper permits and use buses at certain specified
expired. Four members of the International Commission of times. Private cars could not use the route without having
Jurists, including retired Indian Chief Justice Rajindar Sachar, permits. Palestinians and Israelis have also disagreed over the
attended the hearing. Sachar stated that the Government’s  northern route of the proposed safe passage. The Palestinians
policy violated Israeli law and that the issue of Government want it to end in the village of Beit Or, on the Green Line,
revocation, for any reason, of residency rights of people born  while Israel wants it to end at Beituna in an area under the

in East Jerusalem was open to question. Palestinian legislator  control of the Palestinian Authority. As a result of the travel
Hanan Ashrawi voiced satisfaction that the proceedings were  restrictions imposed in 1996 by the Labour Government, the
being monitored by four members of the International number of Gazan students studying in West Banktigsivers
Commission of Jurists. “This has some kind of moral effect, has been reduced from 1,200 in 1996 to 450 students this
so that they can’t do things in the dark, like cancelling people year. Only 46 out of the 70 students from Gaza who study at
out of existence on the computer.” She stated that the Interior An Najah university have recently been given permits to
Ministry steps were “... illegal, racist and have distorted the travel between the West Bank and Gaza ®teip. (

legal system in Israel” Jerusalem Pos23 April) Jerusalem Time28 May)

170. On 22 April, the Israeli Supreme Court is to deliberate  174. On 16 June, it was reported that the Interior Ministry
the legal practices used by Israeli officials to revoke hundreds had deprived 117 Palestinians of Jerusalem residency during
of Israeli-issued identity cards from Palestinian residents of the first 5 months of the current year. Some 788 Palestinians
East Jerusalem. Five Israeli human rights groups jointly filed losttheir Jerusalem residency the previous year; 606 in 1997
the petition that seeks to annul theogndless legal measures and 689 in 1996, the first year when Israel canceled residency
that have been used to cancel the residency status of 8,000 rights on a large scale. Any Palestinian who moves outside

25



A/54/73/Add.1

the capital can be stripped of his residency, even if the move the international agreements to which it is a signatory”. The
was due solely to an inability to find housing in Jerusalem. street was shut after the FebhB8®tymassacre of 29
(Ha'aretz 16 June) Moslem worshippers by a settler from Kiryat Arba, Baruch
175. On 18 June, it was reported that Ahmad Batsh,%OIdStem' who opened fire on them as they recited Friday

Palestinian legislator from Jerusalem, stated that the joini%ayers' Security officials at the time were cpncerned th_at
uhada Street would become a venue for violence against

of the coalition government by the ultra-badox Shas party

would mark a setback for the peace process. “Shas may hS6 tlers, who reside along part of the street. They thus forbade
éDnﬁ';\Iestinian traffic except for ambulance and municipality

especially, have seen Shas’' policies.” Widespreé’(?hides_' Whilg Israglivehicles were free to use the street. The
confiscation of identity cards from East Jerusaleff®P€NNg did not mcIudg the parts of Shuhada Strget that
Palestinians on the ground they resided elsewhere and hdpgs front of settleousing. The Hebro_n Prot.ocol, signed

demolitions are the main legacies of Shas Party Interigl'mr?g the tenure of the Qovernment of Bmyamln.N.etanyahu,
Minister Eli Suissa, Batsh stated. Interior Ministr)PrOV'des for the reopening of the road to Palestinian traffic.

spokesperson Tova Ellinson said that the Ministry's policg/l_ia,arerZ Jerusalem Pos20 August)
on identity cards preceded Suissa’s term in office. “There was
no change in the policy and no change in the law. Wherever
Suissa could be lenient, he was.” She said that the numbengd. On 28 February, it was reported that a total closure had
demolition orders issued by the Ministry had declinedbeen imposed on the West Bank and Gaza Strip, as a response
(Jerusalem Post18 June) to the warning that Hamas may try to carry out attacks during

176. On 31 July, it was reported that a spokesperson {be Purim holiday. The closure barred Palestinians from the
Prime Minister Barak stated that Barak had returned the v}M¥est Bank and Gaza Strip from entering Israel, but did not
entry permit to the Palestinian Minister Ziyad. Ziyad’s yiphclude the Karni industrial zone which means that the 15,000
permit, which allowed him free access to Jerusalem, wh&/estinians employed there would be able to go to work.
confiscated in March by the previous Government. BarakAccording to the IDF, soldiers at roadblocks were instructed
spokesperson stated that “The reason for the return is anotifef!loW emergency and humanitarian cases to go through.
effort to build trust between the two sides.” Ziyad stated thalomo Dror, spokesperson for the Coordinator of Activities
returning his VIP entry permit came too late, and in any cadf the West Bank said “We know that closures are effective
Barak’s decision cannot be considered as a gesture sincd'hife short term a”fj because itis a holiday when businesses
has the full right to enter Jerusalem. He said that Israel sholiflll P& shut, 't won't be so bad. We hope it will be only for
re-examine its policy regarding entry permits for Palestinian@ Short time.” According to thderusalem Posthere were
According to Ziyad, Palestinians entered Jerusalem and IsrAg(closures during Purimin 1998. There were only five days

freely until March 1993 witout any need for entry permits_ofclosure following the killing of two senior Hamas activists,
(Ha’aretz, Jerusalem Postl August) the Awadallah brothers. In 1997, there were 63 days of

. closure, all following the suicide bombings at “Apropo” cafe
177. On9 Aigust, it was reported that a severe shortage 9f Te| Aviv and on Rehov Ben Yehuda street and Mahaneh

Israeli passport controllers had led to fistfights as crowds Qfnyda in Jerusalem. In 1994, the territories were sealed for
Palestinians converged on the Allenby Bridge station to crogg days after a wave of bombings, including an attack at the

into Jordan the previous weekend. The problem began Wr\ﬁ&engoff Center at Tel Aviv on Purim.Jerusalem Post
Israel Police transferred a large number of passpqifyaretz 28 February)

controllers from the bridge to Ben Gurion Airport to help with
the rush of Israelis travelling abroad. Palestinian Authori

Closures

0. On 28 February, the Israeli Border Police prevented a
Minister for Civil Affairs Jamil Tariffi appealed to Major isabled nine-year-old boy from entering Jerusalem to receive

General Ya'cov Or, the Government Coordinator of Activitie§1edical treatment. He is the son of Tawfiq Tirawi, the head
in the Territories, to find a solution, defence officials state@’ Palestinian intelligence in the West Bank. Tirawi said that
(Jerusalem Pos© August) his son was in a car accident three years ago and comes to

] Jerusalem for weekly physical therapy. The policemen
178. On 19 Aigust, after five years, IDF reopened part of|aimed that they had acted in accordance with the law
Hebron's Shuhada Street, the city's main thoroughfargecayse the Tirawis did not have the proper entry papers and
Settlers protested that the move would gravely_endanger thefk boy's mother had failed to produce a special permit
Barak's spokesperson stated that the reopening of the strg&ljed during the recently imposed closure of the West Bank
“showed that the Government of Israel intended to fulfil allnq Gaza, The police contended further that the case was not
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a health emergency. Palestinian Preventive Security Chief 186. On 14 April, the Muntar (Karni) crossing was reopened
Jibril Rajoub stated that the closure had been imposed as a following a 10-day closure. The Director of Border Crossings
form of collective punishment on the Palestinian people, not for the Palestinian Authority said Palestinian import-export
because Israel received warning of attackergsalem Post merchants had lost an estimated 250 million shekels in trading
Ha'aretz, 1 March) owing to the closure of the Muntar crossinghé Jerusalem

181. On 1 March, it was reported that Prime Ministe-rl-Imes 16 April)

Netanyahu had differed with Defence Minister Arens about 187. On 13 June, it was reported that a German arrest
reasons for the closure imposed on the West Bank and Gaza. warrantfor a Palestinian responsibl®#g therder of
Netanyahu said that the four-day closure was necessary 11 Israeli Olympic athletes had created an embarrassing
because the Palestinian Authority had not fulfilled its dilemma for Israel. Abu Daoud (Mohamad Daoud U’da) was
commitment to fight terrorism, particularly by Hamas. By expected to enter Israel on the same or following day through
contrast, Arens stated that there was effective security the Allenby Bridge crossing, on his way to Ramallah. He had
cooperation with the Palestinian Authority and “it's clear that been allowed to enter the West Bank in 1996 in order to
the Palestinian Authority is not interested in terrorist attacks”.  attend a meeting of the Palestinian National Council. Israeli
Arens said, however, that a major reason for closure was security sources noted that the fact that U’da was permitted
warning received of possible terrorist attacks. Palestinian to enter three years earlier indicates that he is no longer
Authority Planning Minister Nabil Sha’ath stated that the considered a security threat. It was reported that U'da had
closure was motivated by Netanyahu'’s desire to court Israeli  told Qatar television that the Munich operation was intended
voters. He also pointed out that Israel had never arrested a  “... to take hostages in order to bring about release of 500
Palestinian with a valid work permit on suspicion of Palestinian prisoners”. Later the same day, it was reported
attempting terrorist activity — meaning that closure that outgoing Prime Minister Netanyahu had barred U’da
“punishes the innocent” by keeping permit holders home from entering Palestinian Authority areas. Netanyahu also
away from work. Jerusalem PosHa’aretz, 1 March) revoked his VIP pass which gave him access to Palestinian

182. On 4 March, it was reported that Defence Ministéar‘Uthority controlled areasHa'aretz Jerusalem Post.3 and

Arens had ordered the lifting of the closure that was impos&é’ June)

on the West Bank and Gaza. The IDF spokesperson said that 188. On 9 June, the Israeli Air Force held what was called
Arens’ decision was based on consultations with military and  #l&day” mock flying combat mission over theantry,

security authorities. The closure had been in effect for four closing down its entire air space for several hours in the
days. Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Pos# March) morning. Palestinian Authority officials complained of the

183. On 10 March. women from both Hadash th%estrictions, which they said forced it to shut down Gaza

Arab-Jewish Party, and the Palestinian Workers’ Sociel&ternationa_l Airport for 90 m.inu.tes and cangel the day’s one
protested against discrimination of Palestinian women. Th eduled flight, an Egypt Air flight from CairoJ¢rusalem
congregated at the Al Ram checkpoint in northern Jerusalen?,St 10 June)

stating that during closures the year before, two Palestinian 189. On 18 June, it was reported that Prime Minister-elect
women in labour and seven babies had died because theywere Barakruasheed in an interview withla’aretzthat he
prevented from entering Israellgrusalem Postll March) intended to build in the near future a bridge between Beit

184. On 2 April, it was reported that IDF had closed thifanoun, on the border of the Gaza Strip, gnd Dura., in .the
entrance to the villages of Beit Likhye and Deir Abu Masha‘l_mbror;1 Area. |—||0W.e\./er, he refused to ;_ﬁ',rrﬂ tlhali _'t will
in the Ramallah area, after two Israelis were injured by stonﬁge,ngt ena Palestinian stat_e, or even officially link its two
thrown at their vehicles two days before. The [DEMaIN regions, the Qaza Strip .and thg West Ban.k. Barak
Spokesperson stated that the entrance to the villages’ entrafgPosed that the bridge be a “kind of highway on pillars for

would remain closed until further noticel§rusalem Pos@ 47 km, V,Vith_ four lanes, a railway line, a v_vater pipe and a
April) communications cable — that's about what is needed”. Under

the Oslo accords, Israel was committed to enable “safe
185. On 5 April, IDF lifted a five-day closure it had imposegassage” between the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. So far,
on Deir Abu Masha'l village near Ramallah after arrestingyae| failed to do so. Palestinian leaders urged Barak to hold
six Palestinians suspected of throwing stones at Isragff on the plan to build the bridge. “I think that Barak should
vehicles. A total of 18 Palestinians had been rounded up fegncentrate on [implementing] the South and the North for
questioning in the village and handed over to the policéhe interim period”, said Palestinian negotiator Erekat. Erekat
(Jerusalem Pos6 April) was referring to a provision in the Wye River memorandum
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for the implementation of an idea that is at least as old as the operating illegally in Jerusalem. Palestinian officials
Oslo process: opening transit routes for Palestinians between denounced the move as a publicity stunt. The offices to be
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The issue of “safe passage” closed included the Palestinian News Service WAFA, the
was placed on hold with the suspension of the Wye Arab Moslem Christian Committee and the Palestinian
memorandum six months earlieHg’aretz, Jerusalem Post Prisoners’ Club. Closure orders allowed for 12 hours to file

18 to 20 June) an appeal and were to take effect 24 hours |&@aietz,

190. On 4 Aigust, Mohammed Horani who represent%erusalem Pos5 April)

Hebron in the Palestinian Legislative Council, stated that tH®4. On 8 April, the High Court of Justice was scheduled to
closure and the curfew imposed after the shootings there two  discuss a petition against the closure of two East Jerusalem
days earlier illustrated that Israel's attitude towards the offices for allegedly operating as Palestinian Authority
Palestinian population has not changed, despite the change agencies. The closure order originally included a third office
of government. As a result of the shooting, two Israelileses — the Palestinian News Service WAFA — but this item was

were lightly wounded. “It's an ugly way of doing things and dropped after WAFA proved that it was recognized by the

it simply makes more people angry and pushes more people Government Press Office as an accredited news agency.
to be with the side that believes in violence”, Horani stated.  Palestinian Authority Minister for Jerusalem Affairs, Faisal
(Jerusalem Pos# and 5 August) Husseini, was investigated by the Israeli Police Minorities

191. On 11 Aigust, it was reported that IDF had sealed OFPivisioh th_e week earlier foryallegedly olrganizing a Fatah .
a number of Palestinian villages surrounding the Mevo Dot&ﬁ‘the”ng in East Jerusalgm s Hakawati Theater. Husseini
settlement in the West Bank, as the search for the gunn; psed t,o respond to.quesnons and was releagedugalem
who had ambushed a Jewish settler moved to theStHaaretz 8 April
Palestinian-controlled areas. IDF sealed off Arab and a 195. On 8 April, it was reported that the Palestinian
number of other villages in the vicinity. Nobody was Prisoners’ Club would move from its offices in East
permitted to enter or to leave except “humanitarian cases”. Jerusalem and relocate in territory under the jurisdiction of
IDF is barred from carrying out searches in Area A, whichis the Palestinian Authority within a week following an
under Palestinian controlérusalem Postl2 August) agreemergached with Israeli authities a few days earlier.
As part of the same agreement, Ibrahim Kandalaft, Palestinian
) ) o Authority President Arafat’s representative to the Christian
C. Manner of implementation of restrictions ~ community in Jerusalem, promised not to meet with
representatives of the Palestinian Authority on Israeli territory
192. On 29 March, the Israeli Ministerial Cornithee for without special permission from Israeli authoritidda(aretz,
Jerusalem Affairs decided to close three Palestini@nApril, Jerusalem Postl1 April)

institutions in East Jerusalem, claiming that they operateigB_ On 9 April, it was reported that the Israeli police had

g)le_galtlyl_un the C't);' .Tﬂte éi(:rr:mt_ee d§C|_ctjed ntc.Jt.tt.o clo_;? stopped the proceedings to close the Prisoners’ Club and the

rient House outrig ut 1o impair 1ts activiies. IN&g-q of Christian Affairs in East Jerusalem following a legal
Committee also decided to issue an injunction forblddméhit lodged with the High Court. A third institution, the
Palestinian Authority Minister Ziyad from entering JerusalemWAFA News Agency, was exemptéd from closure Ad\'/ocate

A simple injunction was issued also against the Palestiniagwad Boulos said that the closure of the Palestinian

Authority Jerusalem Affairs Governor, Jamil Othman, Th%stitutions was not justifieddcause they were not affiliated

closure was also imposed on the office of the Palestini ] . . :
. . th the Palestinian Authority. The Jerusalem Time®
News Agency WAFA in East Jerusalem; the Prisoners Clu pril) y.Th ¢

which offers financial help to the families of Palestinian
political prisoners and ex-prisoners, and the Palestinid®7. On 13 April, Israeli police issued a closure order to the
Authority Christian Affairs Department. The new measuredoslem Christian Committee for allegedly violating an
are seen as a major blow against Palestinian Authorfgreement, reached a week earlier, to refrain from contact
presence in East Jerusalem. More than 200,000 Palestini#f#{§ the Palestinian Authority. The same week police issued
live in East Jerusalem and possess Israeli-issued idenfitpsure orders to three Palestinian institutions in East
cards. The Jerusalem Timeg April) Jerusalem for allegedly operating illegally. Advocate Jawad

. . Boulos testified during a hearing in the High Court that the
193.' On 4 April, further FO an rmoupcement by Prime Palestinian institutions were not working for the Palestinian
Minister Netanyahu, Israeli police delivered closure orde

LA . dréuthority and would not do so in the future. Police said that
to Palestinian institutions in East Jerusalem for allegedly

28



A/54/73/Add.1

Ibrahim Kandalaft, Palestinian Authority representative to the closing of the offices at Orient House could take more than
Christian community in Jerusalem, had since returned to the 10 days, pending discussions between the Israeli police and
office and been working for the Palestinian Authority. legal authorities on how to carry out the Government’s
(Jerusalem PosHa'aretz, 14 April) decision. Jerusalem Posg6 April)

198. On 15 April, the Arab Islamic-Christiano@ncil 202. On 26 April, Public Security Minister Kahalani issued
(AICC) in Jerusalem denounced the Israeli authorities for closure warnings to three offices in Orient House in East
closing its offices in the city. “We are a non-profit charitable Jerusalem. Police issued letters to officials at Orient House
society that has no linkage with any circle”, said the Council which stated that Kahalani was “considering using his
in a statement. AICC is one of the three Palestinian authority ... to issue closure orders against these offices”
institutions which had recently been closed by the Israeli unless the officials “closed these offices and put an end to
Government before the Israeli police rescinded the closure. their activity”. The letters gave the three offices 24 hours to
Police claim that the AICC has violated an agreement notto appeal. Palestinian officials rejected the Israeli allegations of
use the Council. The Jerusalem Timeg6 April) illegal activity as electioneering before the 17 May poll and

199. On 21 April, the PLO senior leader in Jerusalem, Fais?;{la,ted that they WOUId fight the decisiodeusalem Post

Husseini, met with foreign diplomats to discuss with them th'éa aretz, 27 April)

Israeli measures in the city. This is the second meeting in  203. On 27 April, it was reported that Public Security
which Palestinians and European diplomats challenged the Minister Avigdor Kahalani had upset Prime Minister
Government of Netanyahu by meeting in Jerusalem. Mr. Binyamin Netanyahu by granting Orient House an extension
Netanyahu has threatened to take punitive measures against of several days to produce documentation showing that the
Palestinian officials who met with foreign diplomats at Orient three offices slated to be closed were not operating illegally.
House, in East JerusalenT.i{e Jerusalem Time823 April) Kahalani was to meet also with Palestinian Authority

200. On 22 April, Internal Security Minister Agdor negotiator Saeb Erekat in this connection, but no date was set.

Kahalani threatened to close at least four Palestinian officgsff'(,:es, slated for closure were the 9”‘09 ,Of Nat|9nal
operating from Orient House in Jerusalem. This foIIowed,IQSt'tu_t'ons' geographer Khali _TUfak” S ofﬁce (Wh'ch .,
decision by the security cabinet to shut down parts of Orieﬁ;\f/.estlgates.settlement construction), and Faisal Husse|n| s
House in East Jerusalem where leading PLO official Faisal'c® of National ResearchJ¢rusalem Pose8 April)

Husseini and three members of the Palestinian Legislative 204. On 28 April, it was revealed that Deputy Minister
Council met with 30 foreign Consuls-General the day before. Michael Eitan had held months of secret talks with Orient
Opposition members of the Knesset and Palestindamesised House leader Husseini and that Prime Minister Netanyahu had
the Government of making the threat as a ploy to boost authorized the negotiations, which produced agreement on
election support for Prime Minister Netanyahu and the Likud arange ofissues. Eitan confirmed that he had held the talks,
party. Among the offices slated for closure were those of butrefused to reveal any details except to say that he had been
Husseini, who holds the Jerusalem portfolio in the Palestinian  functioning in an official capbiitarétz 28 April)

Aqthonty, a land gurv_e_yor’s office, and at least two O,th,eEOS. On 28 April, Palestinian Authority Minister Husseini
ofﬁges that Isrgeh officials alleged o,perate as Pe}leSt'n'%nﬁrmed that he had conducted secret discussions for more
national agenciesJ¢rusalem PosHa'aretz, 23 April) than a year concerning the future of Jerusalem with Likud

201. On 25 April, it was reported that Israeli police changed Deputy Minister Eitan. Prime Minister Netanyahu denied
the lock on the Palestinian Prisoners’ Club, located in the authorizing Eitan to hold the talks with Husseini. Netanyahu
vicinity of Orient House, itself under threat of partial closure. told reporters that “Jerusalem is not a subject of discussion”.
Police stated that they closed the office because it had Husseini refused to indicate whether some of his meetings
reopened in violation of an order issued earlier in the month.  with Eitan took place at Orient House, the East Jerusalem
Faisal Husseini, the PLO official in charge of Jerusalem compound that Netanyahu had targeted for closing due to
affairs, warned at a news conference that there would be allegations that Palestinian Authority affairs had been
violence if offices in Orient House were shut down. Husseini  conducted thdeéaletz, 29 April)

countered the Government's argument that the offices vioI:aéBa On 30 April, it was reported that a decision was made

elay by two days a preclosure hearing with the Orient
House lawyer. The delay was authorized at the conclusion of
ezflmeeting between Prime Minister Netanyahu, Public Security

the Oslo accords. He stated that they represented the PLO
not the Palestinian Authority. Husseini stated further that
his offices were closed, it would mark an end to the “so-call
peace process”. According to tderusalem Posthe actual
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Minister Kahalani and the State Attorney’s Officéld’aretz,  212. On 27 May, it was reported that the attorney for the
30 April) three Orient House offices subject to closure orders in East

erusalem wrote in his reply to the High Court of Justice that

207. On 5 May, it was reported that a lawyer for Orie \ , X
House, Jawad Boulos, had presented documents to the Is:hgliho_pEd that a compromise can be reachgq W'th the new
aeli Government. A High Court temporary injunction had

police saying that Orient House is not part of the Palestini 7y € , ) ; )
Authority. Police say the documents are unconvincing. T Fen issued two weeks earlier, postponing any action against

implementation of the closure order concerning Orient Hou%rlent House until after the elect|on_s: In his reply to t_he
was nonetheless deferred until after a meeting betwe qurt, the attorney argued that the decision to close the offices
Palestinian chief negotiator Erekat and Israeli Public Secur?‘&fjlS politically motivated. {a'aretz, 27 May)

Minister Kahalani. The Jerusalem Time9 May ) 213. On 28 May, it was reported that the Islamic Wakf

208. On 11 May, the Israeli High Court ruled to keep thgirector, Adnan Husseini, said that the Wakf authority in East

three offices in Orient House open in East Jerusalem. -n]lgrusalem ShOU|d_ not gegk permits from the municipality to
Government of Israel had been trying to close the offic&@rTy out renov.afuons inside tr_'e compound ‘,’f thg Al Aq;a
before the May 17 Israeli elections. A temporary ru”na/!osque. Hussel.nlwas.regpondlng to the Israeli cabinet which
prevented the Israeli Government from closing the offices f%jscussled t_Pe issue in its session two days earline (

at least one weekThe Jerusalem Timeg4 May) erusalem Time8 May)

209. On 28 May, it was reported that Public Security o Checkpoints

Minister Kahalani said that he is keen on carrying out the

closure of three offices in Orient House. The case of OriefL4: On 3 February, itwas reported that Dr. Ahmed Tibi, an
House is under deliberation by the Israeli High Coufthé adviser to Palestinian Authority President Arafat, was to be
Jerusalem Time28 May) tried at the Jerusalem Magistrate’s Court for insulting and

. ) ] refusing to cooperate with border policemen who tried to
210. On 21 July, following a meeting with the new Israeligarch his car at the Al Ram Junction in January 1998. When
Public Security Minister, Shlomo Ben Ami, the Holder of thg,q a5 charged in December, Tibi told Israel Radio that the

Jerusalem File, Faisal Husseini, said that the Orient Houggcisjon to charge him was politically motivated, adding that
file was now closed. The Netanyahu Government had issugdy5s the policemen and not him who had acted

last May an order to close down three offices inside Orieﬂbppropriately. Jerusalem PosB February)

House on grounds that they were serving as offices for o ] )
Palestinian Authority activities The Jerusalem Timeg3 215. On 30 April, a niitary judge extended the detention of
July) a Palestinian citizen of the West Bank who suffers from a

congenital heart disease and had suffered a brain stroke a
month before his arrest. Amin Arbar, 27 years old, was
arrested by the General Security Service (GSS) on 16 March
211. On 10 May, police delivered closure orders againghile crossing the Allenby checkpoint. Immediately after his
three offices in Orient House in East Jerusalem, followinggrest, he was hospitalized, and during hospitalization was
failure by the Israeli Government and Palestinian officials ubject to daily interrogation. After leaving the hospital,
reach a compromise. The closure orders were delivereddmar was placed in jail and on 27 April his detention was

Jawad Boulos, an attorney for the Palestinians. Th&tended for an additional 15 day$id’aretz 30 April)
Palestinians were given 24 hours to appeal. Boulos stated th:’i\E3 on 2 April. IDE d 12 Palestini ;
Orient House would not file an appeal to the Israeli Higﬁ - N pril, troops arreste alestinians from

Court of Justice because the Palestinians did not recogn'i:%'(?)Ir Abu Masha al, near Ramallah susp.ected of throwmg
Israeli jurisdiction over East Jerusalem. However, it wa ones at Israeli vehicles. They were questioned by the police.

reported that a group of eight Israelis announced that th%l/;;3 :10 Lhe mcreasecljrtl)lstose-thrﬂwmg incidents 'E thglﬁrea,
would petition the High Court in order to postponé ad set up roadblocks at the entrance to the village.

implementation of the closure orders. The offices slated f&lerusalem Pos# April)

closure included the Office for National Institutions, Khalil
Tufakji's office that investigates settlement construction, and 3.
Faisal Husseini’'s Office of National ResearcBe(usalem 217. On 11 February, it was reported that the GSS had begun
Post Ha'aretz 11 May) to use opaque eyeglasses to restrict the vision of prisoners
when they are transported between holding rooms and
interrogation rooms, instead of covering their heads with cloth

1. Delays and difficulties in granting authorizations

Interrogation procedures
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sacks as had been done in the past. This was, at least, the case is affewatlyato figures who contribute “to preserving

with Jihad Shehada. A few days earlier, the GSS had the independence of justice and the rights and liberties of
interrogated physics teacher Shehada, 32, after he had spent individuals”. Amnesty International criticized the
a year-and-a-half in jail under administrative detention. Association’s choice of Justice Barak, 66, since he supported
According to Shehada’s lawyer, during the waiting period through his rulings the use of torture and unlimited
immediately before his interrogation, Shehada’s hands and imprisonment of individuals being used as bargaining chips.
legs were cuffed and his wrists were attached to the chair dia’'aretz, 16 May)

which he was sitting. Shehada stated that he was keptin 5151 On 26 May, it was reported that a panel of nine High
cufied posmon_forthree days, gxcept for.twoormsmns When. Court justices, headed by Chief Justice Barak, was due to

he was _caIIed !nto the actual mterrqgaﬂon chamber. Du”r?gsume hearing seven petitions calling for an end to the use
the Wa|t|ng.per|od, h,e was fprced to listen FO loud drum MUSH torture by the General Security Service (GSS) to extract
f\ccompam_ed from time to time by an En”gllsh sentence saying, mation from detainees. The Court had heard many

No one \_N'” save you. You are alone. Shehada estimategy; iqual petitions on this issue in the past. For the first time,
that he d!d not sleep more than four hours during the thrﬁ'(ajwever, it agreed to consider the general legality of some of
days. fla‘aretz, 11 February) the methods used by the GSS. Two of thétmns, submitted
218. On 27 April, it was reported that the commander of IDF by the Public GteenAgainst Torture in Israel (PCATI),
troops in the Gaza Strip had discharged a soldier for having called for a ban on the use of “shabah” — a technique
tortured Palestinian detainees in the Erez Detention Center. involving the suspension of detainees in a contorted and
The torture scandal came to light following disclosure to  painful position. In one version of the “shabah”, detainees are
ACRI, the Association for Civil Rights in Israel, by a fellow seated on kindergarten-size chairs with bound hands and feet.
soldier who stated that he had decided to inform ACRI after A hooddsgal on their head, and they are forced to listen

his unsuccessful filing of a complaint with the commander of  to loud music which deprives them of sleep. Antitieer pe
the Detention Center. According to the disclosure, the submitted by PCATI argues that there is no basis in Israeli
offending soldier had, for example, severely beaten a law for such GSS interrogation methods. The B'Tselem
Palestinian detainee merely for having smiled at him. He  human rights group said that if the Court rejected the
strangled the detainee and knocked his head against the wall.  petitions, Israel would be the only democracy that gives legal
On another occasion, the offending soldier broke the arm and  protection to toderesélem PosHa'aretz, 26 May)

|nju_red the head of a Palestinian detainedataretz, 27 222. On 26 May, observers from several international human
April) rights organizations were present when the High Court of
219. On 6 May, the Public Comittee Against Torture Justice completed its hearing of petitions calling for an end
(PCATI) petitioned the High Court of Justice to instruct GSS to the use of “moderate physical pressure” by GSS
to allow its attorney to meet with Amin Ajbar, a Nablus interrogators. Six of the petitioners attorneys presented their
resident arrested on suspicion of security offences. The arguments to the Gmusalem PosHa'aretz, 27 May)

PCATI petition cIaim.ed that Ajbar, .27, was arrested one a%B_ On 3 June, it was reported that the State Attorney's
a ha!f molnths. earlier and had since been prevented frQigeq o argued in a deposition submitted to the High Court
m.eetlng with his legal counsel. PCATI strongly suspected that ; \ciice that under the principle of “necessity of defence”,
AJbarF] Wgofhashzf\ heart defect ;m.d sufferedda F?(t:rZ'II('? Q% use of “moderate physical pressure” against suspects who
][nor;]t S belore 5 irre;t_,bwas €ing tortur.e. ) W?ﬁay have knowledge of a pending terrorist attack was not a
urther concerned that Ajbar was not receiving treatm,egﬁminal act and is made justifiable by the circumstances. The

ggainst bI?Od cI06tting, Witgout Whti)Ch, hiz life C(?l_”d be 'hndeposition was presented at the request of the Court, which
anger. Also on 6 May, PCAT| submitted a petition to t gompleted hearing a petition against the use of painful

Hl%h Court ?fJusnce t? Ztop GS: frlom “exer(?'smgf%‘ys'c?}terrogation techniques by the General Security Service a
and mental pressure” during the interrogation of Yossoyf, ., earlier. Jerusalem Pos8 June)

Bayed. Bayed, a 31-year-old resident of Jeffna village near . . '
Ramallah, had been held in administrative detention since 284. On 9 June, it was reported that the High Court of Justice

April on suspicion of membership in the Islamic Jihad'efused to hold a hearing on a petition alleging that GSS was
(Ha'aretz, 7 May) torturing a prisoner, instead giving GSS four days to respond.

) _PCATI had complained that GSS was violating its
220. On 16 May, it was reported that Aharon Barak, Chief

: , NEommitment to the Court to refrain from using physical
Justice of the Israeli Supreme Court, had won an Intemat'ogﬁbssure against Ali Abu Ras. He was arrested more than one
Jurists’ Association’s prize. The “Justice in the World” priz '

31



A/54/73/Add.1

month earlier, and PCATI petitioned the Court in his nam228. On 1 March, Israeli security forces threw tear gas at
three weeks beforeHa'aretz, 9 June) Palestinian detainees demonstrating in Megiddo prison

225. On7 June, it was reported that two brothers from B gainst the blanket extension of their detention orders. The
' ’ tainees accused the Israeli authorities of violating an

Fajjar who have been held for security offences since 29 M - .
reement to provide individuals more advance notice of the

1999, were subjected to torture. The Palestinian Society ion of their d ion. Accordi | i ¢
the Protection of Human Rights and the Environment (LAW)e,X_tenSIon oft el etention. According to Israe | sources, four
which revealed the case, believes the torture methoddSOners were injured by the tear gas; Palestinian detainees

included the use of physical and psychological pressdiee ( reported that many more prisoners_ had beer} made ill and
Jerusalem Time<1 June) some had lost consciousness. The prisoners said that they had

. . o been promised they would receive between 10 days and two
226. On 6 Aigust, it was reported that Justice Minister Yossjeeks notice prior to the extension of their detention. In fact,
Beilin was considering the possibility of banning the use g§aelj authorities informed them of the renewed orders only

“moderate physical pressure” by GSS interrogatorg,few days in advance. In February, the detention orders of
according to an interview he gave to therusalem PosFor pjne prisoners were extendedid’aretz, 2 March)

the past few years, the Israeli Government was working on i

a bill to establish an official, legal status for GSS. One of thgd- On7 March_, I_srael extended the de_tentlon of Qsama
problems delaying its approval was the paragraph Iegaliziﬁ rha.m, a Palestinian held for the_past five years without
GSS interrogation methods which human rights groups hall . His lawyer stated that the detention of Barham, 35, who

branded as torture. The two most controversial method$tS arrested in 1993 for membership in the Islamic Jihad,

include violent shaking, known as “teltulim”, and forcingwas extended by six months after he had rejected an offer to
deported.Jerusalem Pos®8 March)

detainees to sit in extremely uncomfortable positions for Iorjfbe
periods of time, known as “shabah”. Beilin also stated th&30. On 2 April, it was reported that a human rights lawyer

he intends to do away with administrative detention in Israel, from the Hamoked Center for the Defence of the Individual
which he described as obsolete. He added that he would try had stated that she noted changes in the treatment of
to eliminate or at least soften the terms of administrative administrative detainees. At least a quarter of the 80 detainees
detention in the occupied territorieslgrusalem Post6 at Megiddo prison underwent General Security Service

August) interrogation and were then returned to administrative
detention. Furthermore, there had been an increase in the

4. Administrative detention and conditions of number of convicts placed in administrative detention upon
detention their release from jail. The most famous of these was Salah

227. On 26 February, alitary Court judge extended for an Shehada of Beit I_—|anoun at Gaza, who was convicted for his
r8Ie in the establishment of the Hamas and was supposed to

additional eight days the administrative detention of Jih%e released from jail six months earlier, but has since been
Shehadah, for further GSS interrogation, but not WithOllj]t Id in administrative detentionH(a’aret, 2 April)
a ) % P

expressing doubt as to the necessity of the detention. Shehad
had been under an administrative detention order sin2d1. On 16 April, it was reported that 40 college students
August 1997. On 7 February 1999, a week before tivéere placed in administrative detention by Israaicording
administrative detention order was to expire, he was taken for the head of the Prisoners’ Friends Society, Ahmad
further interrogation to Petah Tikva Prison. In his decisiorrjabiballa. Habiballa said that the students, who are enrolled
the Military Court udge stated that “the link between theat the An Najah and Bir Zeit universities, have been subjected
suspicion and the pieces of information is very flimsy and, ii® torture. They are also known to be activists in the Islamic
my judgement, it is vergloubtful whether it justifies the Movement. The Jerusalem Timeg6 April)

detention. Itis likely that | would order his release, if not fob3o5 o 30 April, a rilitary judge extended the detention of
the following: the suspicion under section 6 of the GSS repaitp 5jestinian citizen of the West Bank who suffers from a
is of such a nature as to substantially jeopardize public safetyngenital heart disease and had suffered a brain stroke a
and for that reason | will allow his continuous detention, byfqnth pefore his arrest. Amin Arbar, 27 years old, was
only for a very short period of time. If there is no progress ig rested by GSS on 16 March while crossing the Allenby
his interrogation, it will probably be impossible to put thgpeckpoint. Immediately after his arrest, he was hospitalized,
suspect under detention, based upon the information 4% quring hospitalization was subject to daily interrogation.
presented to me in the GSS reportigaretz, 26 February) agter leaving the hospital, Arbar was placed in jail and on 27

32



A/54/73/Add.1

April his detention was extended for an additional 15 days. 236. Omu@uat, it was revealed that a military appeals
(Ha'aretz, 30 April) court had reduced by half the administrative detention

233. On 16 June, it was reported tiacording to tha 998 sentence of an alleged member of the Islamic Jihad movement

Amnesty International annual report, Israel arrested 1,2(’9806“15,e .ofthe improved atmosphere between Israel and the
Palestinians for security offences and issued 2 lestinians, as a result of the change of government. The
administrative detention orders. Out of this number g etalneej Iav(\;):efl,_hTimar. Pelﬁlg, ,(ﬁ‘,”? fthe ge(:lv\?mn
administrative detainees, 83 remained in jail at the end of thd'Precedented”. The detainee, Hani Hindi, from the West

year. The report also stated that more than 1,500 Palestini&ifk Village of Silat-Hartiya, had already been detained for

in Israeli prisons were sentenced in trails that did not mefY© periods of four months and was ordered to remain in

international standards of fairess. Among other problen%c,iminiStrative f]letention for another six months beginning 4
confessions obtained under torture were accepted as evider‘?t‘:’@( 1999. Ha'aretz, Jerusalem PosB August)

The Amnesty report also stated that Israeli security services
systematically used torture during interrogations and that the>:
Israeli High Court of Justice continued to reject petitions t837. On 28 February, it was reported that thhaaal human
prevent the General Security Service from using physicaghts report of the United States State Department had stated
force against detainees. The report also charged that Israglit both Israel’'s and the Palestinian Authority’s security
security forces killed at least 20 Palestinians the previous ydarces had committed “serious human rights abuses” in the
in “suspicious circumstances” which were at best unjustifiefflest Bank and Gaza Strip. According to the report, Israel’s
killings and at worst extrajudicial executionslefusalem Security forces “abused, and in some cases tortured”
Post Ha'aretz 16 June) Palestinian security suspects, and “committed a number of

234. On 18 July, the dngest-serving PalestinianS€rious human rights abuses during the year”. Israel also

administrative detainee in Israel was released after being hERfitinued to detain Palestinian suspects without charge but
for six years without trial. Osama Barham was arrested {fiS Practice had “decreased significantly” in 1998, from

September 1993 on gunds that “he constituted a threat 03,265 to '1,634. However, detention and prison conditions for
Israel’s security”. Active in the Islamic Jihad movement, @léstinian security suspects sometimes “do not meet

Barham was first arrested in 1985 and was given a seven-y@%{Pim,um international ;tandards”. Itwas also reported that
jail sentence.Jerusalem Time23 July) Israeli forces often subjected security suspects to “long and

. severe interrogations, using techniques “that do not result in
235. On 19 July, it was reported that Osama Barham,q@iectable traces of mistreatment of the victims”.

Palestinian held under administrative detention for five yeafgerrogating practices included forcing prisoners to stand or
and 10 months, was released from jail following an agreem%uat for a long time, exposing them to extreme
with IDF and the Attorney General's Office. According to th?emperatures, tying them in “contorted and painful positions”,

deal, Barham, 35, promised “not to resort to acts of violeneg,q peating themJerusalem Pose8 February)

or threats of violence of any kind or towards any person,

regardless of religion or nationality’. Barham's lawyer238- On 15 March, it was reported that the Israeli

Tamar Peleg, stated that Barham had publicly disavow&pVernment was considering the release of some 100
violence long ago and that there was nothing new in tfzalestinian prisoners on the occasion of Eid Al Adha at the

agreement he had signed. The agreement followed a petitfg}f! ©f the month. These prisoners were to be counted among
to the High Court of Justice demanding that Barham ghe 750 prisoners that Israel had committed itself to release
released on the grounds that during all the years of Hi§der the Wye accordsJ¢rusalem PostHa'aretz, 15

incarceration, the State had failed to conduct an investigatiWrCh)
that would have enabled it to put him on trail. He was jailed39. On 22 March, PCATI renewed its efforts to seek a
on 17 September 1993, on suspicion of being a membertefmporary restraining order from the Supreme Court of
the Islamic Jihad. His detention came one year after he hawktice against all alleged GSS torture of Palestinian prisoner
completed a seven-year jail sentence for activity in the Fatahisah Ali Batat. Batat is a 34-year-old resident of the
Over the past six years, IDF had issued 13 orders extendibghariyah refugee camp in the West Bank and is suspected
his detention, while the military court rejected three of hisfterrorist activities. Four weeks earlier, the Court rejected
appeals. The High Court of Justice had also rejectedaaP CATI petition which argued that torture violated Israeli
previous petition. la’aretz, Jerusalem PostL9 July) and international law, and accepted the GSS contention that
its treatment of Batat constituted “necessary defence”. In its
latest petition, the PCATI argued that GSS had continued to

Imprisonment and conditions of imprisonment
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torture Batat during the month following his arrest and to. Human rights groups said that prisoners were forbidden
detention in Ashkelon prison and had provided the Court with  to meet with legal counselfmrl periods of time and that
inaccurate reports of his treatment. The appeal charged that there had been a spate of administrativeutetagedsy

for the first 28 days of his arrest, Batat’s interrogators also interrogation and then being returned to detention. There had
barred him from meeting with a lawyer and arrested five also been an increase in the number of convicts who had
other members of his family, two of whom have since been served their full sentences and are immediately placed in
released. PCATI stated that the Court’s rejection of the earlier administrative detention, as well as an increase in the number
petition was exploited by the GSS in order to continue ofsuspects coerced into collaboration in exchange for their
torturing Batat until the time that the order barring his freedom. While a security ordinance allows the GSS to deny
meeting with a lawyer had expired-d@’aretz, 23 March) a suspect from meeting a lawyer for up to 90 days, it had

240. On 26 March, it was reported that Hamas prisoners h&aewously been rarely used. Lately, however, according to

in Israel have sent a letter to the leaders of their movement | and Addameer, a Palgstlnlan organlz_anon that
requesting the arrangement of a ceasefire. Growing frustratid yocates on behalf of political prisoners, the ordinance was
among Hamas prisoners is apparently behind the letter #@jhg used_ more frequeptly to dgny ac,cess to Iegql counsel
could reflect increasing tension within the movemeiitig¢ or increasingly long periods of timeti@'aretz, 2 April)
Jerusalem Timeg6 March) 245. On 2 April, it was reported that Sharif Dudeen, from

241. On 29 March, it was reported that the Israe‘C?uravillage, had been denied access to legal counsel since

Government was expected to announce its intention to releglg%r?”e?tﬁt the en(];j ofJgnuary. An, urgednt aﬁﬁegl onkhls berllalf
a number of Palestinian prisoners the following day. Israff] the High Court of Justice was rejected. Khaled Fakusa, also

Radio reported that there would be dozens of prisonefl@m Dura, has been in detention since 5 February and was

released, but none “with blood on their hands”. Palestiniafwowed to meet with his lawyer only at the end of March. Isa

officials said that the releases, ifindeed they took place, wepatat, arrested at the end of February, was denied a lawyer’s

not being coordinated with them and would not be an outcor’?{b'Sit for 28 days. During the same period, five members of

of negotiations. Hisham Abd Al Razeq, Palestinian Authori&i‘t"ﬁ’S family were arrested; two had been released as of 2

Minister responsible for prisoner affairs, stated that a we rh'l ngouht bemg. (r:]har%ed. According dtg testlmonéesh
earlier there were lIsraeli press reports about plans fgathered by human rights advocacy group Addameer and The

releases, “but the holiday has come and is going and we kng\k}blic Committee Against Torture in !srael, the.intensity of
that not even a single person has been released”. A wavdture used 'f?y GSS has increased, human r|ght,s Iawygrs
protests broke out in the West Bank in late 1998 after populﬁt}ated that the increase has followed the High Court’s session

expectations were dashed that the Wye accords would set ﬁréganugry regarding GSS torture. According to a statement
a large number of political prisonerslgrusalem Post29 from prisoner Isa Batat, for e.xample, _he was shackled foa
March) small chair for several days while under interrogation. He was

forced to bend over backwards while his legs were tied under
242. On 30 March, it was reported that 14 Palestiniafe chair; if he fell, interrogators would stand on his feet to
political prisoners were released from Israeli jails a dayake him get up. He was also put on a table with an object
earlier. In response, Chief Palestinian Negotiator Erekajnder his back. While one interrogator held his legs, another
stated “We don’'t need goodwill gestures. We need the rele%hed on his shoulders, as if to break his back. The
of prisoners in accordance with the Wye agreementhandcuffs he was made to wear fitted tightly, preventing
(Jerusalem PosB0 March) circulation in his hands. This, according to Batat, despite
243. On 30 March, one person was injured during tHomises from a representative of the State Attorney’s Office,
demonstrations that marked the twenty-third anniversary\ho said that the handcuffs would be replaced. Prisoner
Land Day. Despite sporadic violent incidents, the celebratidhouna Ka'adan from Ya’bed, who was released at the end

was considered the quietest Land Day anniversary in rec@hiMarch after 28 days in detention — during which she went
memory. The Jerusalem Timeg April) on a hunger strike — reported that she was held for five days

- . . in a position known as the “Shabah”. This entails sitting on
244. On 2 April, itwas reported that while the High Courg chair with hands and legs shackled, head covered by a sack

o.fJust|ce.V\{as o!ehberatmg the.use of torture by GSS’ humgrneyes covered with dark glasses, and non-stop music played
rights activists involved in anti-torture efforts said that theE/0 prevent sleep Ha'aretz, 2 April)

had observed arise in the frequency of torture. Activists said o o .
that during the previous three months, suspects had repor#é®. On 2 April, it was reported that 12 Palestinian prisoners
an increase in the intensity of the torture they were subjecté&@dNafha prison were punished by the prison administration
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after clashes with the prison guards. The prisoners were not  shaken the hands of [Palestinian Authority Chairman] Arafat
allowed to leave their cells and their electric appliances were and the Palestinian leadership.” Beilin suggested two new
taken away. The Jerusalem Timeg April) criteria for not releasing Palestinian prisoners: first,

247. On 5 April, three Palestinian security prisoners wef@mmitting terrorist attacks after the signing of the Oslo
released from an Israeli jail. The three were supposed to heﬁ%ords (Septembéi993) and seand, fa,|I|ng to accept the
been freed along with 14 others as a goodwill gesture at t gace process and the Oslo accortt’@retz, Jerusalem
time of Id Al Adha, but Prime Minister Netanyahu had calle 0st 23 July)

for a delay to reconsider the caseslefusalem Post, 253. On 28 July, it was reported that the most pressing issue
Ha'aretz, 6 April) on the Israeli-Palestinian agenda, following the question of

248. On 21 May, a Palestinian prisoner, Nashat Sheraim, ig@eplqyment was the matter of prisoner release_. Israelis and
was killed in Ramle prison. An inquiry committee has beeﬁalestlmans had agreed on the number of prisoners to be
formed to investigate the circumstances of the murdéﬁleased qnder t_he_z Wye accord — 700 — but not on the type.
Sheraim was serving an eight-year prison term on charge mer an_e MInISt?I’ Netanyahu had r_efused to” releas_e what
attempting to kill his Israeli employer. He was a knowrli‘e Ca”,e‘,‘ prisoners V,V'th blood on th,e" hands”, thatis any
activist in the Fatah movement. Fatah accused the Israefl€stinian involved in a fatal terrorist attackefusalem
prison authorities of being responsible for Sheraim’s deatﬁ.oSt 28 July)
(The Jerusalem Timeg28 May) 254. On 18 Agust, it was reported that talks with the
249. On4 June, itwas reported that Palestinian prisoneréaﬁlesnn'anS had broken df,’W” over the issue of prisoner
Ashkelon prison intended to launch an open-ended hunigéeases,' Howevgr, the Israeli Goyernment relle'ased.one long-
m prisoner with “blood on his hands”, citing his poor
ealth. The meeting broke up after the Government's
negotiator, Gilad Shir, told Palestinian negotiator Erekat that
the Israeli security cabinet had decided not to change the
250. On 2 July, it was reported that Palestinian prisoners gfteria for releasing prisoners set by the previous
strike at Jalamah prison are suffering from maltreatment,overnment and would therefore only be releasing a limited
including beating and humiliation. In a letter from the prisoraymber of security prisoners. According to the criteria
the 120 prisoners described their conditions as brutal aﬂﬁplied, initially adopted by former Prime Minister
inhuman. The Jerusalem Timeg July) Netanyahu's Government, no prisoners involved in a fatal

251. On 19 July, it was reported that the Knesset hadtack, and prisoners belonging to opposition groups —
approved in its first reading of government legislation thdegardless of the severity of the crime — would be released.
would extend until June 2002 the emergency regulatiok¥1der the Wye agreement, Israel is committed to releasing
governing relations with Palestinians and the occupie®0 prisoners in three phases. However, the modalities of the
territories. A new provision in the legislation, which has beefflease were never written and all agreement on the matter
extended every few years since 1967, would allow Palestini@s worked out orally.

prisoners held in Israel to petition a special committee for

their sentences to be reduced by one third, an opportunityd. Question of the use of force

afforded to Israeli prisoners. Justice Minister Beilin stateslss oy 2 February, clashes were reported between
that the new regulations would be formulated if Israel reached,|estinian landowners and Israeli soldiers aritless when

a fl,nal-status accord with the Palestinian Authority,igozers uprooted trees from 180 dunums of landbging
(Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Pos20 July) to six villages north of RamallahThe Jerusalem Times
252. On 22 July, Justice Minister Bi@ stated to Israel February)

Radio on the issue of releasing Palestinian prisoners thafg op, 3 February, members of the outlawed Kach group
“there is no logic to the criterion of ‘blood on one’s hands’ ..4ttacked an adviser to Yasser Arafat, Ahmed Tibi, as he was

(Dhis principle is immoral by definition”. “The one who sendseqying the Magistrates Court at Jerusalem. Tibi suffered light
is at least as guilty as the one who was sentilpiknot more  ,jises. The Jerusalem Time5 February)

so. The punishment of those who give the orders should not o
be lighter than the punishment of the one who carries theqm /- ©On 11 February, a 48-year-old Palestinian doctor, Naely

out. We have reconciled with and pardoned the PalestiniA€d, was stabbed in the chest on her way home in East

leadership and all four Prime Ministers since 1993 havi#rusalem and died shortly afterwards. The initial report
blamed the murder on the notorious serial stabber who has

strike in order to secure their release in accordance with t
peace accords signed with Israélhg Jerusalem Timed
June)
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been terrorizing the Palestinian community. But later, the independent Palestinian state with Jerusalem as its capital.
Israeli police reported that a 22-year-old man, Mohamed The code name selected for the plan is “Magic of the
Shalaan, from the village of Abu Dis had turned himselfin Melody”. Forces had already begun intensive training to
when he learned that the murdered woman was not Jewish. prepare for the plan’s possible implementation. The training
(The Jerusalem Time49 February) includes courses for snipers, as well as mandatory two-day

258. On 14 Februarylundreds of Palestinians blocked thgxercises for. gll Border Police units., entai!ing practice in riot

Gush Katif junction in the Gaza Strip before being dispersé:(?mml' the f|r|ng of weapons f,or dispersing demonstrators,

by the Palestinian police at IDF's request. Palestinian activ@'i]d combat in open terrairtig'aretz, 3 March)

Wajih Abu Zarifa stated that the road closure was intended 264. On 4 March, a Palestinian woman was injured near the
“to tell the settlers that we are able to make their lives difficult  village ofttidal after being overcome by tear gas fired by

if they continue their aggressive policies against our land”. IDF to disperse protesters. According to IDF, about 50
The IDF spokesperson said that IDF had prevented hundreds Palestinians had tried to cut down street lights around the
of Palestinians from joining the marchers by blocking off the  perimeter of the Karmei Tzur settledenisglem Post

road with an army truck. It was reported that IDF and 5 March)

Palestinian police traded punches during the incident. Shor

" ds. off ; both sid ved h %s. on 7 March, according to a Jerusalem police
arerwards, otlicers rom oth si esarrive on the scene aglgokesperson, a Palestinian taxi driver was knifed by ultra-
ordered their troops to lower their gunge¢usalem Post

! orthodox assailants. Israel Radio stated that the driver had
Ha’aretz, 15 February) sustained moderate injuries. According to Jeeusalem Post
259. Anlsraeli police report revealed that nationalistically hundreds of policemen were to strengthen the Jerusalem
motivated riots against Israeli police in East Jerusalem had police force following a wave of nationalistically motivated
increased in 1998. Thescently published report indicated stabbings. In another incident, two border policemen were
that there had been a 24 per cent increase in the number of lightly injured by stones thrown at them near the Kalandia
stone throwings and 2,203 Molotov cocktails were hurled at  refugee camp in the Ramallah area. Near the Ofra settlement,
Israeli vehicles during 1998 as compared with 1,778987. a border policeman, another Israeli, and nine Palestinians
(The Jerusalem Time49 February) were injured in a car crash that was apparently caused by

260. On 28 February, a Palestinian was injured by rubbal_one-throwing.\lerusalem Pos8 March)

coated metal bullets fired by Israeli troops. The clashes 266. On 7 March, the Israeli Supreme Court denied an
occurred when IDF troops tried to prevent Palestinians from appeal by settler Arieh Fisher, 50, from Neve Dekalim in the
demolishing a road newly paved by settlers from the Avni  Gush Katleseent bloc to overturn hisonviction for the

Hefets settlement in the northern West Barikalaretz, 1  attempted murder of two Palestinians and to reduce his prison
March) sentence of two and a half years. Fisher was convicted by the
261. On 1 March, IDF soldiers shot and moderatetymded Be’er Sheva’ District Cou_rtiof pointing his pistol and firing _

a Palestinian man when they opened fire on a car wiggven shot§ at two Palestinians who passed the settlement in
Palestinian license plates near Mavo Horon. The IDEIEEP- fia'aretz, 9 March)

spokesperson stated that the driver had “tried to break 267. On 7 March, irc@dent-setting decision, the
through an army checkpoint, endangering the lives of Supreme Court ruled that a man from Khan Yunis who was
soldiers”. Jerusalem Pos® March) injured by “excessive fire” of undercover IDF troops was

262. On 3 March, it was reported that the family of Zakﬁentitled to compensation from the State. The decision rejected

Obeid, the East Jerusalem resident who was shot and kilyappeal S‘.‘bmi“?d by the State after the Jer.usalem D.is.trict
by the police, had filed for damages with the Jerusale%ourt establlshedilts own pregedent by awarding one mlll!on
District Court. Obeid, 21, was killed six weeks earlier durin%jl‘S in compensation. The incident occurred five years earlier,

the demolition of a home located in the East Jerusale aroadblock in the village of Beit Ommar, near Hebron. The

neighbourhood of Issawiyal. After an internal investigatiorf ooting victim, Zawid Badar, was masked, dressed as a

the police concluded that the shooting was a mistake a jnja” and in the proximity of a pile of burning tires when
apologized to the family.Ha'aretz, 3 March) e was spotted by IDF troops. As Badar fled, the soldiers

called in Arabic for him to stop. After he failed to heed
263. On 3 March, it was reported that the Israeli Civil PoIicg,aming shots, the soldiers fired — in the dark —
and the Israeli Border Police had prepared a plan in the eveghroximately 10 bullets at the lower part of his body. Badar
that Palestinian Authority President Arafat declared afystained debilitating injuries, including partial paralysis of
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his leg. In rejecting the appeal, the Justices said that there was accident, one of the two victims, Jawad Muhtaseb, 13, told
no justification for several soldiers to fire simultaneouslyAssociated Presbefore he was taken to hospital that the
(Ha'aretz, 8 March) policeman had shot them deliberatelgrgsalem Pos2

268. On 8 March, the Palestinian Independent Commissiwy)

for Citizen’s Rights, PICCR, revealed in its report that 3273. On 4 May, pung Palestinians in Hebron and Ramallah
Palestinians were killed ih998 by IDF, settlers or as aresult pelted Israeli military checkpoints with stones. Some 17
of torture in prisons. The report also included chapters on  youths were injured by rubber-coated bullets fired by Israeli
Israeli violations of human rightsThe Jerusalem Time42 soldiers during clashes organized by groups opposed to the
March) Oslo accords. Leaflets circulating in the Gaza Strip rejected
ANy delay in the establishment of a Palestinian statbe(

269. On11 March, itwas reported that, in the first claim :
rusalem Timgs’ May)

its kind, residents of a West Bank village had asked thJee
Jerusalem District Court to order the State to paythemtens 274. On 12 May, it was reported that during the previous
of thousands of shekels in compensation for an attack on them  month, IDF had begun training at a new facility that simulates
by settlers five years earlier. The plaintiffs stated that the aWest Bage:s The facility was intended to allow troops

State was negligent because police had failed to investigate to practice taking over Palestinian villages. In addition to
the incident. According to the plaintiffs, they were attacked staging confrontations with armed adversaries, the training
by settlers protesting the murder of Jewish settler Haimounds also offer practice dealing with women, children and
Mizrachi. Their car was sabotaged and one of them was journalists. During the last year, IDF increased training for
injured. Although they filed a complaint, 15 months later the  all units in order to prepare for a possible confrontation with
police told the plaintiffs that the case had been closed because the Palestinian Authority on or around 4 May, the date on
no suspects had been found. It was later revealed that, apart which the Palestinians had considered declaring statehood.
from taking testimony from the victims about the damagestia’aretz, 12 May)

the police had done nothing; this despite the fact thatasen'ﬂaf5 On 15 May, it was reported that four Palestinians

IDF officer ha_‘d taken d(,)W” the Ilcense_platg number Of_or]ﬁcluding a cameraman, were wounded by rubber bullets

of tr,1e Israeli vehicles involved, and given it to the IOOIICeWhen clashes erupted between 150 Palestinians and IDF
(Ha'aretz 11 March) troops near the Ayosh Junction on the outskirts of Ramallah.

270. On 2 April, it was reported that the Israeli Government Clashes were also reported near Bagdeénin the vicinity

had appealed a recent High Court decision interpreting rules  of Nabulus. Some 100 Palestinians protested against caravans
of combat engagement. Two weeks earlier, the High Court recently being placed as a prelude to the establishment of a
granted more than NIS 1 million in damages to Bader Ahlail, yeshiva on the 3&sigalem PosHa'aretz, 16 May)

a Palestinian man th was wounded by IDF troops W76. On 23 May, a pregnant Palestinian woman from Deir
Octqt?er 1994. Four to five bullets struck the lower part ct5adis village lost her baby after inhaling tear gas fired by IDF

Ahlail's b,Ody as he t,”ed to escape from a unit of undercov%roops during a confrontation with Palestinian demonstrators.
IDF soldiers. The H|gf_1 Court ruling mtlerpreted IDF ruleg OL\ group of Deir Qadis residents tried to block bulldozers 50

engagement as allowing that for shooting of suspected r'Ot‘?ﬁSaway from the edge of their village, located west of

in occupied territories to take place onlyin single rounds. Trii?amallah. IDF troops were at the construction site, slated for
fact that Ahlail was struck by at least four bullets, the coutt haw Jewish neighbourhood, at Kiryat Sefer. Gush Shalom
dec!ared, showed that he was shot by multiple roundlﬁ?ovement activists stated that IDF troops entered the village
(Haaretz, 2 April) and fired the tear gas that drifted into the homes. Several
271. On 14 April, the Israeli army rampageddhgh scores children reported feeling ill from the ga$a’‘aretz, 24 May)

of houses and stores in the Shweike neighbourhood 437~ o, 54 May, it was reported that during the previous

Tulkarm during a four-hour search for stolen cars. Palestini%ek the Supreme Court had reversed a lower court ruling
newspapers reported extensive damage to propéhe ( that absolved the Israeli Army of responsibility for wounding

Jerusalem TimesL6 April) a 17-year-old Palestinian girl in the eye with a tear gas

272. On1 May, two Palestinian children were injured near canister. The girl was injured 11 years earlier while she was
the Cave of Patriarchs (Ibrahimi Mosque) in Hebron, one of holding her two-year-old cousin at the entrance of a United
whom seriously. The incident occurred when a border Nations-run clinic in the Al Amari refugee camp near
policeman stationed outside the Cave fired his weapon. While Ramallah. She claimed that the Israeli soldiers fired out of
the IDF spokesperson stated that the shooting was an malice. The Supreme Court accepted the State’s argument

37



A/54/73/Add.1

that she had not substantiated her claim for malice@’dretz, Mohammed. Whenever they stopped singing, he allegedly
24 May) beat them until they resumed. In another incident, Nakash

278. On 25 May, Supreme Court Chief Justice Barak reject%dered a Ealespman out of h.|s car bec?use he was not

a request by State Prosecutor Edna Arbel for another hear rying h|_s identity papers. While the man’s brother drO\_/e
before an expanded panel of justices regarding a split decis eto b”,ng .back the documenF, Nakash allegedly beat h'm’

by the Court. The split decision had held that a West Ba ought a lit mgar_ette cl,ose to his ear and, on one occasion,
resident was entitled to compensation from the IDF becau@%tua”y burned him.Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Pos4 June)

of negligence by Israeli undercoveilitary agents five years 282. On 3 June, a Palestinian man wdkel and several

earlier. The two majority justices found that the undercover others wounded in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, as
agents had not fired a single warning shot in their pursuit of Palestinians marked the “Day of Anger” against settlement
Ziyad Ahliel, but instead fired 10 shots at the start. The Court expansion. The day’s fatality occurred in the morning, when
ruled that such action was unjustified under the AlaAbu Sharkh, 22, from Dahariya, was shot by a soldier at
circumstances. Ahaliel was partially paralyzed by the shots. aroadblock near Hebron. Abu Aharkh died of his wounds at
He filed a claim for damages and was awarded NIS 1 million Soroka Hospital at Beersheba. Another Palestinian was
by the Jerusalem District Court-d@’aretz, 26 May) wounded seriously in a clash near Burgin in the West Bank.

279. On 27 May, it was reported that a Border Patrol officérrhe impetus of the “Day of Anger” was the previous week’s

had been arrested on suspicion of assaulting and attemp ISion by the outgoing Government to expand Ma'aleh
to sexually molest three Palestinian minors the previo umim to.the_ borders of .’Jerusalem. Grounplwork for a
month. The three minors (aged 14, 15 and 16) had be%%WISh section in Jerusaliems Ras Al Amu_d neighbourhood
arrested separately in Ramallah area on suspicion of throw the gtart of conlst.ructlon at Har Homa In East J?rusalem
stones. The officer allegedly assaulted them after they refusaé o incited Palestinian protesdefusalem Post, Ha'aretz

to perform an obscene act on him. Two other soldiers Wﬁb‘]une)

were present at the scene allegedly ignored the office283. On 5 June, it was reported that IDF troops dispersed
behaviour. Ha'aretz, 28 May) scores of Palestinians who threw stones and bottles at IDF

280. On 2 June, it was reported that Hadassah Hospital HEgops stationed at Rgchel's Tomp near the entrance o
confirmed that it will continue to treat a 14_year_OquethIehem. The Palestinians had earlier staged a protest rally
Palestinian boy shot in the leg by an Israeli border policemHﬁBEthlehem' According to reports, one Palestinian woman

the month before while playing outside his home in Hebrotf/2S ;griously wounded .by a rupber bullet: Fifteen
just across from the Cave of the Patriarchs (IbrahinﬁialestlnlanswereWounded in sporadic clashes with the IDF

Mosque). The father of Jawad Muhtased had claimed that ﬁring the “Day ofAnger", which the Palestinian Authority
hospital told him that since neither Israel nor the Palestini egedly called for in order to send a message to Barak that

Authority had so far paid the $34,000 bill for treatment? ©ac€ a”‘," séiment building are Illncompitlli)le.dThe |
additional treatment would be conditional on his ability tgemonstrf‘;}nons, owever, were generally peacetu’ and poorly
pay. Jawad and his sister were playing with a ball on 1 M%;tended. The Palestinian people have shown self-control in
when the shooting occurred. His leg was seriously injured a fptests on the Day of Rage and have expressed concern for

his sister was also injured by bullet fragments. He wdeace, but they have also clearly indicated that they will not

operated on at Hadassa Hospital and hospitalized for 12 d € up one 9““” of sand of their land”, the Palestinian
(Ha'aretz 2 June) uthority Cabinet statedJérusalem Pos6 June)

281. On 3 June, the State Attorney's Office filed ar®4 On 3 June, Ala Abu Sharkh, 20, was apparently shot

indictment against Eran Nakash, a border policeman charg‘t{-:%ad by IDF after he tra\{e!led on a bypass road to avoid an
with three counts of beating up and performingendnt acts army ch.eckpomt.. Pales.tmlan report§ SUQQESt that a.settler
on Palestinian detainees, including three minors, over the pggped W|th.ag Uzi m?Ch'm; gun had ZrEdail'Sqth? dlrec'?lon of
three months. In the first incident, Nakash and two othgﬂe car as it drove along the unpaved rodhg Jerusalem

border policemen were escorting three minor Palestini gmes 11 June)

detainees in handcuffs. According to the charge sheet, Nakash 285. On 20 July, IDF troops opened fire with rubber bullets
punched, slapped and kicked the youth, then pulled down his  to disperse scores of Palestinian demonstrators who stoned
fly and ordered one of them to perform oral sex. When the troops and passing Israeli vehicles as they blocked the
youth refused, he beat him. Nakash also forced the threeto  Netzarim Junction in the northern Gaza Strip. The IDF
sing a song that insulted the Islamic Faith and the Prophet spokesperson stated that there were no casualties, although
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Palestinian reporters stated that nine people were injured. 290. @Qg&#A Deputy Defence Minister Ephraim Sneh
Medical workers at the scene stated that two demonstrators  stated during a visit to Hebron’s Jewish settlers that there
were slightly wounded; seven others were treated locally for were more IDF soldiers on patrol in Hebron than in all of the
slight wounds. Shafik Talouli, a protest organizer, stated that “Security Zone” which Israel had created in southern
“the demonstration today is to protest Israeli settlement Lebanon. According to foreign reports, Israel deploys
activities and to send a message to Prime Minister Barak that between 1,000 and 1,500 troops in sowih. [Sdtders
settlement activities should be stopped¥e(usalem Post, retorted that the soldiers were not there only to protect their
Ha'aretz, 21 July) enclave of some 400 people among 100,000 Palestinians, but
é\]l§0 to protect the “hundreds of thousands” of visitors who

me to Hebron every yeardgrusalem Post, Ha’aret®

ust)

286. On 21 July, it was reported that Palestinian policem
detained and subsequently released two IDF soldiers who i
said had opened fire on a Palestinian officer in the Gaza Str16p. 9
Palestinian witnesses and officials said that the two soldiers, 291. On ddusA one lIsraeli soldier was seriously

who were on a joint patrol with Palestinian policemen near wounded and five others and a civilian were lightly to
Netzarim, fired towards a Palestinian policeman after an moderately hurt, when a Palestinian man drove into them at
argument. No one was injuredlgrusalem Pos2 July) the Nahshon junction. It was reported that the Palestinian man
287. On 22 July, Gaza Brigadier General Yoav Gallaff@s killed. However, it was unf:Iear Wheth_er police shot him
suspended a border policeman for improperly firing hi death or whether he was kllleo_l when his car crashed into
weapon and ordered disciplinary charges brought agaiﬁsfrUCk parkec{ at the mtersectlory. Accord|‘ng to an !DF
several officers for failing to properly prepare their troopépokesperson, Fea_rlng that the vehlc!e was a car bo.mb”, the
Gallant’s action followed an inquiry into a scuffle betweerfi‘rmed personnel .f|red at thg terrorist ar.Id killed him.” In
border policemen and Palestinian policemen at the Netzar‘ﬁlﬂc’ther attack late in the evening, an Israeli man was shot and

junction the previous day in which two border policemef1d€rately wounded near the entrance to the Mevo Motan
(sgttlement, South-East of Jenin in the West Bahla'@retz,

weapon of a border policeman who fired into the air tgerusalem PostL1 August)

disperse the Palestinians. The IDF spokesperson stated that 292. @gustAt was reported that two Palestinians and
the border policeman had failed to obey the open-fire an Israeli policeman were injured during clashes that occurred
regulations. Jerusalem Pos23 July) while Israeli policemen carried out a demolition order against

288. On 20 July, 13 Palestinians were hurt in the Gaza St o Palestinian houses in the Walaje neighbourhood of East
foIIoWing clashés with IDE. The clashes occurred nea rusalem. Palestinian eyewitnesses stated that police struck
Netzarim, an Israeli settlement near Gaza, after the Youhef ™ with guns as they approached the houses in a bid to

Fatah Movement organized a demonstration against Israd]’EVent their demolition. Two Palestinians were injured,

settlement policy. The 13 sustained moderate to light injuri%cord'gg tighe ownelrdo;‘)on? of t::e d(?SIrOm;:S' P(l)llce
after Israeli soldiers fired at them, using rubber-coat rested a 13-year-old boy for throwing stoneler¢isalem

bullets. The Jerusalem Timeg3 July) ost, Ha'aretz 12 August)

289. On 22 July, the Islamic Wakf closed the Templewmt 293. _On.15 Aigust, it was reported that aJustice’Mirlistry
to all visitors for the day following a scuffle betweenlnvgstlganon had.qletermlned tha.t the cqmmanders m|sta!<es
Palestinians and a group of the Temple Mount Faithfu‘fi.u”ng the demolition of houses in the village ofllsaw!yah in
During the scuffle, several former Kach activists threrast Jerusalem had led to a man's d'eath. Zaki L,Jba'd’ aze-
leaflets into the compound calling for the “expulsion of alyear-old fa.ther of.one from IgaW|yah, d.|ed aftgr being shot by
aliens”. Police arrested three for incitement and sought thyprder police during the incident. Interior Ministry personnel

remand in the Jerusalem Magistrate Court. Wakf directGfMe 0 the V'"age located in EasthrusaIem n ..]an]JQQQ
Adnan Husseini stated that the decision to close the Sﬁgcorted by soldiers and border police and equipped with an

followed an attack by “hundreds” of Jewish worshippers Wh(8rder for the destruction of illegal structures. According to
testimony gathered by the human rights organization

tried to “attack the mosque”. “Our guards and people stopp@q | he shoofi ; ; h
them and remained there all night to protect the area”, FeTse em, t_ €S °°F'”9 was from a range o 10,'15 m, not the
-m minimum limit, and was thereby illegal. The

stated. Temple Mount Faithful leader Gershon Salomon stat Q

that it was unacceptable that Jews be barred from the Sm;)vestigation failed to determine who had fired the fatal shot
(Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Pose3 July) since rubber bullets cannot be ballistically traced to a specific

gun, but it placed criminal respondlity on the commanders
who were responsible for the operation and for not observing
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regulations regarding distance from which rubber bullets may recommendations submitted to him by Justice Minister Tzabhi
be fired. Ha’'aretz, 15 August) Hanegbithe week before. Among the convicted Jews on the

294. On 16 Aigust, Jerusalem District Court Judge Ruth OHSt Were. (a) Ami Popper, Wh,o .gunned down Se"e?
cleared settlement security officer Nahum Korman Jfalestinian workers from Gaza Strip in May 1990; Popper’s

manslaughter charges in the death of 11-year-old Palestinfiginal sentence of sev'en consecutive lite terms in prison
boy Holmi Shosha. Orr wrote that there was no reliabi&@S reduced to 40 years, he was given vacgtlon and visiting
evidence to prove that Korman had struck Hilmi Shosha,’ _hts and the p055|b|.I|ty of his .sentgnce being reduced bY a
resident of Houssan village, or had made any bodily contgQyrd for good behaviour, leaving him to serve .20.year_s n

with him before he was hurt. In making the ruling orPrison; Popper became an ultra-orthodox Jew while in prison;
rejected the testimony of two Palestinian youths, Ibrahim argla) \gogrgr? Shku'g'k' yvho Wasl sehtgncedr':o I|fer:mpc;|son;nlent

Tahir Shousha, who claimed to have seen Korman kick théft 1 or murdering a Palestinian whose hands and legs

cousin in the thigh and temple, stomp on his throat and th&§"€ bound; il 997, his sentence was commuted to 15 years;

strike him with his pistol. She also rejected the findings OVfVeizman reduced it by another 45 months and he will be out

Chief Coroner Yehuda Hiss; who said that after Watchingoz;{ja?I in anoth_er year; (c) Daniel Morali, ;entenced t(.) I.ife
recreation of the withesses’ version of events, he believed tﬂgﬁmsonment in February 1996 for r.nurdelrmg a Pales_t|r.1|ar.1,
the two signs of violence evident on the body, one of Whi(i{& serve only 20 years following Weizman'’s recent decision;

had led directly to the boy's death, had been caused by Avraham Vaknin, who .refcelved a I.|fe sentencd Bo1
pistol blow and the stomping. Korman said that Shosha h ol the murder of a_P.aIest|n|an, _had his term re.duced to 15
fallen as he was approaching him. The security officer froffars: The I.Dalest]man Aqthorlty expressed its anger at
the Hadar settlement near Jerusalem had entered the vill 8S'dem Welgman S r?duct|on of the sentgnces of t.h.e Seven
to stop youths from stoning Israeli cars on the road belo ight according tdla'aret?) Israelis convicted of killing

The human rights organization B'Tselem, which collecte@alesumans' It said that this would encourage other

testimony immediately after Shosha’s death, criticized t tremists to attack Palestinians and charged that Israel had
decision, saying that it was part of a trend of neglige’j?(;”b'e standards concerning release of prisoneta'afetz,

handling of cases involving Israeli citizens who injure erusalem Pos# February)

Palestinians. Knesset Member Ahmad Tibi said that the 297. On 3 February, a scuffle broke out in the Jerusalem
decision “cast a heavy shadow on the Israeli justice system. Magistrate’s Court between Dr. Ahmed Tibi, an adviser to
Arabs, apparently, are never murdered, even when the identity the Palestinian Authority President Arafat, and a handful of
of the murderer is known”.Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Postl7 right-wing activists headed by Noam Federman of the

August) outlawed right-wing Kach movement. The incident occurred
after the Magistrate Judge finished reading an indictment

7. Proposed law absolving persons of liability to against Tibi for allegedly attacking a border policemen the
compensate year before at a roadblock near the West Bank village of

Surda. Speaking to reporters after the scuffle, Tibi charged

295. On 2 July, it ted that 18- -old touri§t” - .
n 2 July, It was reported that an year-o qulﬁwat it was “scandalous” that the court guards didn’t come to
of Palestinian origin, Yacob Khalil, was demanding a millior) .

. S . defence and that he was forced to rely on his private
shekels in damages for the injuries he sustained when | : )

) . . . . dyguard for protection. On the other hand, Federman said
opened fire at him. The shooting took place in the village

Ein Yabrud on 2 April 1992. A group of Israeli soldiers?hat - we merely dealt with them in the spirit of Kahane. We"
ame here to say that Tibi is a murderer and a spy”.

. . . . . C
opened fire at him without warning. Khalil's left leg had to ", _,
be amputated. In his complaint to the Central Court, Khalﬂ_'a aretz, Jerusalem Post February)
was demanding compensation for the psychological sufferig§8. On 6 February, the Jerusalem District Court rejected
and expensive treatment he received in the United States.appeal submitted by the State against a Magistrates Court

(The Jerusalem Timeg July) decision to release two Kach movement activists. The two
were arrested the week before after being involved in a scuffle
8. Aspects of the administration of justice with Ahmed Tibi, an advisor to the Palestinian Authority

. : . President Yasser Arafat, who was charged for allegedly
296. On 3 February, Israeli President Ezer Welzmaé}tacking Israeli border police. Nevertheless, the court

announced his decision to commute the sentence of eight JT Bosed house arrests on the two suspects until 9 February.
serving long prison terms for murdering or attempting to ki Ha'aretz,7 February)

Palestinians. In doing so he was accepting the
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299. On 9 February, the Jerusalem District Attorney indicted of the issue. He told Israel Radio that he had warned
three former Kach members for their outburst in court some  Netanyahu against closing Orient House such a short period
days earlier. The three scuffled with Ahmad Tibi, advisor to  before the electidagigalem Post, Ha’arefa2 May)
Palestinian Authori_tyPresident Yasser_Argfat. TheindictmegbB_ On 9 June, the Tel-Aviv District Court rejected a
stated that, had Tibi been hurt in the incident, it could ha
caused an “enormous uproar ... in the entire regio
(Jerusalem Postl0 February)

\ﬁeetition by brothers Yehoyada and Eitan Kahalani for early

"release from jail. The two brothers were convicted of
attempted murder of a Palestinian in February 1994 and of
300. On 22 February, the High Court of Justice decided th#iegal possession of weapons. The two had been sentenced
a compromise should be reached regardingt#tipe filed by to 12 years in jail, but the sentences were later reduced to

the family of Baruch Goldstein to preserve his gravesite as eightyears for each by President Ezer Wél2rageitZ(

it is now. In 1994, Goldsteiniked 29 Palestinians in the 10 June)

Ibrahimi Mosque (Tomb of the Patriarchs). Goldstein’s famil¥04_ On 13 July, Justice Minister Yossi B, in his first

petition foIIowgd an IDF degision to remove t.he shrine ann%ajor act as minister, appointed a committee to look into

all symbols glorifying _G’oldste|_n’s massacre which .had Slorur&mcelling the state of emergency that has existed in Israel

up around Goldstein’s *?“,”a' place in the Kiryat Arba"since its birth 51 years ago. “It is appropriate that today ...
settlement. The IDF _deC|5|on was taken aftgr the Knesgalys still exist that may be convenient for the Government,
passeq a law forbidding memorials to terrorists. In rglat%t have no justification for still being on the book”, Beilin

news, itwas reported that the Peace Now movement will hoé?ated. Unless the Knesset extends it, the state of emergency

a protest at Bf_zlruch Goldstein’s grave, calling for the remov\%” expire automatically on 1 February 2000. Some 14 laws
pfthe memorlql there. A Peace Now_spokesperson charq% ting to the state of emergency would be replaced if the

it was inconceivable that a law to this effect passed by tr%':t‘ate of emergency were cancelled. Five of the laws would be
Knesset had not been enforcedi(aretz, 23 February, automatically replaced without possibility of renewal. Among
Jerusalem Pose5 February) the nine laws that could be renewed with a new declaration
301. On 23 February, in a rare act of publidticism, three  of state emergency are the emergency directives concerning
Supreme Court Judges criticizedaigly a District Court as  arrests, which permit administrative detention; the law
they overturned a conviction that they labelled as a governing emergency searches; the Anti-Terror Ordinance;
“miscarriage of justice”. In issuing its critical ruling, the alaw governing supervision of supplies and services; and a
Supreme Court acquitted Palestinian detainee Nidal Abu law enabling the appropriation of land during a state of
Sa’ada of murder charges. The case involved charges that emergda®@idtz, 14 July)

while in administrative detention in Megiddo jail, Sa’ada was
involved with a group of Hamas activists in the beating and
murder of a fellow prisoner, Abed Rahman Kilani, whom the§05. On 12 April, the riitary court in Lydda sentenced
suspected of collaborating with the prison Authority. ThEl@mas spokesman Jamal Abu Hija, of Jenin, to 13 months in
prosecution enlisted the help of one of the prisoners, to sei@son and a $350 fine for being a member of Hamase(

as a State witness in the case, but over the course of sevafdisalem TimgsL6 April)

months this witness changed his version of events sevesalg. On 28 April Ha’aretzreported that IDF had decided
times. The prosecution eventually brought only the lag close the Lod Military Court and transfer its workload to
version to court, and Public Security Minister issued a gage civil court system. Lod Court processes charges against
order on all previous versions of the State witness’ testimomyalestinians from the occupied territories for acts of terror in
Sa’ada served two years in prison prior to the Supremgael. The Military Advocate-General, General llan Schiff,
Court's overturning of the District Court decisiod@'aretz,  stated that “... in a country that has reached the age of 517,
24 February) and in a justice system like Israel’s, “it is improper” to try

302. On 11 May, the High Court of Justice ruled that th@vilians in military court, even if they are alleged terrorists.
three Orient House offices ordered to be closed by théowever, this does not hold true in the occupied territories,
Government should remain open until after the upcomiﬁ@here international law requires that civilians be tried in
election. Justice Dalia Dornir gave both sides until 18 Mailitary court. The Lod Military Court has operateaider the

to respond to a petition filed by nine Jewish Jerusalemité¥efence Emergency Regulations of 1945 created during the
who claimed that the closure was a purely political manoeuvRsitish Mandate. The Lod Court was authorized to handle
by Prime Minister Netanyahu on the eve of the electiond/leged terrorist offenses, such as the use of explosives or
Jerusalem Mayor Olmert was critical of Netanyahu’s handlif§embership inillegal organizations within Israel's borders.

Military courts
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Thousands of cases were heard in the Court sinc&96& an international Arabic newspaper thater the final status
war, primarily against Palestinians from the territories, but agreement, while Jerusalem would remain under Israeli
also against Druze from the Golan Heightsla(aretz, 28 sovereignty, the Palestinian Authority should be allowed
April) control over the Temple Mount area. He explained that this
would simply formalize an already existing situation.
Representation by Palestinian lawyers Following the publication of the interview, the Likud Party
called on Prime Minister-elect Barak to condemn Beilin’s
statements, and to bar him from any ministerial post. Barak’s
office, in turn, stated that the incoming Government would

D. Economic. social and cultural effects that Pe committed to “... the unity and wholeness and sovereignty
such a ger’leral system of regulation and of Jerusalem ... Barak’s government, in line with the basic

th fit f th th principles it has set for itself, will work to develop and better
€ manner ol s enforcement has on the Jerusalem, and will continue to build the city for the benefit

Intelligence files to which no access is possible

lives of the people of the occupied of the citizens”. Beilin stood behind his statements, clarifying
territories that “in any final status agreement, Israel will ensure the unity

of Jerusalem, but at the same time will maintain a sensitivity
1. Introduction to the municipal, religious, and symbolic needs of non-Jews

307. On 5 March, it was reported that life in a Palestiniaffithin the city”. (Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Post July)

village, Tora Al Gharbiyeh, adcent to the Green Line in 310. On 15 July, it was reported that security officials guided
Ya'bad, had become unbearable for its residents becaus@a@gfoup of 40 Palestinian businessmen around the Haifa port
a nearby Israeli stonecutter. The dust generated by thed introduced them to staff working there in the hope of
quarry's activities has been the cause of chronic cheasticouraging Palestinian exports. An Israeli spokesperson
conditions among residents and has been responsible dtated that the visit was aimed at decreasing reliance on costly
severe damage to olive trees and livestock. Several accidesrs time consuming middlemen. The spokesperson stated that
were reported due to poor visibility in the area. Thénere have also been efforts to encourage Palestinian
foundations of nearby houses are seriously affected by thasinessmen to use the Ashdod port. The Palestinian
explosions from the quarry. The residents of Tora appeal@dthority plans to open a port in Gaza Citygrusalem Post

to the PA and human rights institutions to intervene in ordass July)

o close the plant and limit its devastating public healtEll. On 20 July, Minister of Interior Security, Shlomo Ben

impact. Residents also reported frequent harassment bym%i stated tha£ he intended to recommenoi that the three
Israeli occupation forces and Jewish settlers who want th ie,nt House offices ordered closed by the previous
to leave their Iarld. Under the protection oflsraelioccupatictg vernment remain open. Ben Ami stated that he had
forces, the ‘J.EWISh §ett|ers prevent thg farmers anq‘Shephecﬂg%rmined that the Palestinians had carried out no political
frgm reaching their farms by decllarlng thelland a close ctivity from the offices and the Palestinian Authority had

military area”. As a result, the quality of the livestock, loca aid no salaries and given no other financial support to the
greenery and pasture land has deteriorated. Local resid S However, speaking to reporters, Ben Ami stated that

also comp.laln about. an extremely bad infrastructure OluetWe current Government upholds the previous Government’s
the Israeli occupation. Furthermore, IDF prevented trﬁe

Palestini E ic i for Devel : olicy in affirming that Orient House cannot be the centre of
alestinian £conhomic —~ouncli lor Development any,, political activity. Shortly before the 17 May elections,
Reconstruction to pave the street which connects seve

. . . n premier Binyamin Netanyahu ordered the offices closed.
Palestinian villages on the grounds that the street is IocatS 11 May, the High Court ruled that they would remain open
in Israeli-controlled Area C.The Jerusalem Time5 March) ’

until after the election.Jerusalem Post0, 22 July)

12. On 20 July, the High Court of Justice ruled that Israel
olice, in principle, should allow small groups of the right-
ing Temple Mount Faithful organization to visit the Temple
ount site. The head of the Temple Mount Faithful had
sought permission to hold a prayer service and recite the Book
of Lamentations on the day that commemorates the
309. On 4 July, it was reported that Member of Knesseestruction of the two templeslgrusalem PosR1 July)

Yossi Beilin (One Israel Party) suggested in an interview with

308. On4 June, itwas reported that Israeli High Court judg
Dalia Dorner, had asked the Government of Israel to noti
the Court within 14 days if the Government is still insistin
on closing Orient House and if there is any justification fOM
the petition against the closurell{e Jerusalem Timeg
June)
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2. Adults employees and the like. About 50,000 to 60,000 “illegal” day

313. On 2 February, it was reported that Israel threateneol ourers enter Israel during routine closures. During a

halt operations at the Gaza International Airport if Palestini OsTre' allalrjge percenc';a%e of thesefmrf:\nag?_ltlo ma}!’(e thilr way
security officials continued obstructing the duties of Israeffite Israel. ror s_tatle t lathosdtdo é ﬁsel ! eglah \g/c()jr g;s q
security personnel. The Palestinian officials said that thg\gpre once again in Israel. He added that Israel had decide

have not violated the protocol regarding the airpofthé not to use the “continuous employment” programme it had
Jerusalem Times February) used in the past, which grants permit holders immunity from

closures. He stated that the programme was not needed
314. On 4 February, some 50 heads of more than over B8cause the present closure was expected to remain in effect
Palestinian and Israeli subcommittees dealing with civiliaggn|y through the end of the Purim festival. According to a
issues between Israelis and Palestinians metin Ramallah. Higaretzreporter, Palestinians who work in Israel constitute
committees were set up under the Oslo agreement agdignificant portion of the Palestinian workforce, which
reestablished under the Wye River menmatam to deal with nympers about 550,000 people, so thereamic impact of
topics such as the environment, electricity, watep closure is felt within a few days. A “hermetic” closure

the gathering includednter alia: the water infrastructure the palestinian-Israeli border crossinga(aretz, 1 March)
(Israel will approve the laying of five central water pipes

which will enable Palestinians to link some 50 villages in thg17 On2 March, itwas reportgq thatin 1998 the '”te”of
West Bank to water mains); the import of used cars (ﬂMthry had stripped 788 Palestinian Jerusalemites of their
Israeli Transportation Ministry is drawing up regulations tGES'dfr,'Cy rights. Wrule quesﬂmgns wewthe M|.n|stry policy
allow Palestinians to import used cars, which had previous"ﬁ? a‘silent trgpsfer » Interior Ministry ofﬁmals claim that they
been forbidden; it hopes that enabling Palestinians to imp(W'?re only abiding by the law. Human Rights groups B T;elem
used cars will result in a decline in auto theft)and HaMoked, the Centre for the Defence of the Individual,

communications (there is a clear problem created by tf%uelzdare”pgrtm _September 199“'““’ “The qmett.rans.fer.
Palestinian Authority having been granted its Owﬁgntmues ,in W.hICh they explain that the. Igraelll policy is
international telephone dialling code; a telephone call froFHmed at reducing the number of Palestinians in the city.

Ramallah to Jerusalem has become an international caﬁﬁec,'f",: meth‘?ds mclude. land ex.proprlat|on arld
(Jerusalem PosHa'aretz, 5 February) discriminatory investment in urban infrastructure in

Palestinian neighbourhoods. Limits on building permits for
315. On 15 February, Israel prevented Palestinian Authoripg|estinians in Jerusalem have led to a huge housing shortage,
officers from collecting taxes from truck drivers passingyrcing them to move outside the city to areas that Israel had
through the Karni crossing. The taxes were described Ryt yet annexed. The policy began in the days of the Labour
Israel as “protection money” for Palestinian securitygministration, following the Oslo Il agreement, when natives
mechanisms. As a result of the dispute, the crossing w@gsjerusalem who had spent some years out of the country
closed for several hours. The new cargo terminal at Karni wigre stripped of their residency rights. Since the end of 1995,
opened last December after numerous delays. It replacedj@hysalemites who had moved out of the city due to lack of
outdated terminal where each crossing truck had to Bgysing were defined as people “whose centre of life moved
emptied of all its cargo for a security check before beingeyond the boundaries of Jerusalem”, so their “right” to
reloaded. The new terminal is equipped with sophisticategsidency in the city lapsed. People who spent time abroad
x-ray machines which enable the trucks to be checked withagf work or study were also stripped of their right to residency
unloading their cargo. The terminal was later reopened, btthe city, while those with dual citizenship were forced to
the atmosphere at the site reportedly remained unpleasaifibose between the foreign passport and the right to live in
(Ha’aretz 16 February) Jerusalem.Ha’aretz, 2 March)

316. On 1 March, itwas reported thatcording to Shlomo 318, On 5 March, it was reported thatcording to the

Dror, Coordinator of Government Activities in the West Bankgjestinian Superintendent for Refugee Affairs, Asaad Abdul
and Gaza, approximately00,000 Palestinians from the WesRahman, UNRWA services to the Palestinian refugees had
Bank and Gaza Strip — out of a total population of about 2 clined by 35 per cent since the signing of the Oslo accords.
million Palestinians — were allowed to enter Israel duringsaad cautioned against the potential instability that could

routine, “non-hermetic” closures. Approximately 50,000 dhe caused by such cutbackbhe Jerusalem Times March)
them are day labourers, 20,000 to 30,000 are merchants, and

the remainder are drivers, students, Palestinian Authorl?tyjlg' On 23 March, it was reported that Defenge Minister
Arens had announced several measures to easgitoons for
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residents of the West Bank, on the occasion of the upcoming  Jerusalem — and the centre of his life in every respect (work,
Moslem holiday of Eid Al Adha. During the holiday, the medical treatment, education and so on) continued to be in
Defence establishment was to allow an increase in the number Israel, then the Interior Ministry would not say that the
of relatives from the West Bank and Gaza visiting prisoners residency of such people has expired.” Palestinians born in
in Israeli jails. In addition, some 1,600 Palestinian families Jerusalem weygniged as permanent residents following
received family reunification permits, and some 170 students the city’s annexati®@6ih Permanent residency status,
received permission to enter the West Bank from Gaza. urilizenship, can expire. The Attorney General ruled in
(Jerusalem Post, Ha’aref23 March) 1995 that the West Bank and Gaza are outside of Israel for

320. On 24 March, it was revealed that itigence reports purposes of.permanent reside_ncy rights. Thus, under the
which were recently subitted to Prime Minister Netanyahu Previous policy, many Palestinians who moved out of th_e
described the existence of a “parallel government” worki unicipal boundar!es of ‘_]erusale_m due to a severe housing
alongside the Israeli Government in Arab Jerusalem. So o,rtage lost th,e" residency rights after seven years.

of the clandestine Palestinian Government's activity i a‘aretz 11 April)

allegedly motivated by the Palestinian Authority’'s desireto 323. On 14 April, it was reported that dozens of
establish sovereignty in the city. According to the reports, the demonstrators had gathered in front of the New Gate in
positive response of Arabs in East Jerusalem to the “parallel  Jerusalem’s Old City to protest the Interior Ministry’s policy
government” activities derives primarily from the trentus  of confiscating identity cards of Palestinian Jerusalemites.
vacuum Israel had created over the past few decades in The High Court of Justice was scheduled to hear the following
services and infrastructure on the eastern side of the capital. week a petition filed by human rights groupslia9pril
Orient House in East Jerusalem has extended a health concerning 15 cases of ID confiscation. Petitioners claimed
insurance plan to about 3,000 families, or an estimated that the confiscation policy had increased by some 600 per
15,000 people. The insurance was initially targeted at centinthe last four years. “While the whole world is talking
Palestinians who had been denied or lost their identity cards, about ethnic cleansingvo,Kids taking place right here

or who had lost their eligibility for health insurance from the inJerusalem”, stated Palestinian legislator Hanan Ashrawi.
Israeli National Insurance Institute. Orient House also funds  Human rights organizations state that, since 1996, the Interior
private and Islamic education for impoverished East Ministry had made it increasingly difficult for Palestinians to
Jerusalem residentd-d@’aretz, 24 March) prove their links to the city. Authorities now demanded

321. On 26 March, it was reported that Palestinians hg&idence that Jerusalem is the centre of their lives, including
protested against the construction of two Israeli industrif °°f that all fgmny members were born, reside, quk, or
areas at Jenin and Qalgilya because they were built at @ftend school in Jerusalem. Proof must also be furnished of
expense of agricultural land. The Palestinian Authorif%ayment of uglme: and p:co-,ﬁ)izrty taxes. B?twaeQdEG“aT
Minister of Industry also rejected the idea of an Israe 998’ IP cards of 2,083 farlies were con |§cate ; This
industrial area at Al Ram, saying that he considered itpépllcy violates the Fourth Geneva Convention which states

provocative measure that violates the Oslo agreements. Is gt when a foreign force occupies territories, it must grant

is also creating obstacles in the operations of the Jedfif inhabitants |rr'evocable residency”, stated Matt.h.ew
industrial area. The Jerusalem Time26 March) Brubacher of Badil, the Research Centre for Palestinian

Residency and Refugee Rightde(usalem Postl5 April)
322. On11 April, it was reported that the National Insurance

Institute had decided to immediately grant medical benefi§34' On. 1‘} April, as part of the “Campalgn to End ”.3
to Palestinians who returned to live in Jerusalem aft onfiscation”, some 50 persons took part in a demonstration

residing in nearby West Bank communities, changing iflear the New Gate in Jerusalem organized under the auspices

policy of the past four years. Previously, Jerusalem residend se.ver.al Palestinian . and Israeli Human R|ghts
rights — with the associated social benefits — expired sev ganizations. The campaign seeks to alert the public about

years after an individual left the city. The change in polic e High Court Ruling scheduled the following week, which

was expressed in the response of Interior Minister Eli Suis dll decide on the fgtgre of several Palestlnlgn fam|l|e.s
to a High Court appeal by five human rights organizations afjreatened to be definitively expelled from their homes in
14 Palestinian, which contested the cancellation of thousanj(%us,alem' In an attempt to, reduce the Arab populatlpn, the
of Palestinians’ residency rights. The appeal was set for &szaell Government ha§ gonﬂscated 2,083 Jergsalem |der1t|ty
April. Suissa’s response stated that “In the event thatcae\rds held by Palestinians. These cards, withdrawn since

resident moved to a neighbouring settlement very close to tgu%% emltlefTach Ip'T'Lson tg the fuI-I S?C'?I befnelfg[T enjoyed
municipal borders of Jerusalem — that is, he lived in great y citizens ofsrael. Through a manipulation of old laws, any
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Palestinian citizen who has left Jerusalem to live abroad or  sign a form giving up their citizer$hipretz, Jerusalem
in the West Bank for seven years or more is not allowed tost 28 May)

re_turn to Iive.in the city he was born inTlie Jerusalem 329. On 13 June, it was reported that Attorney General
Times 16 April) Elyakim Rubinstein was expected to intervene on behalf of
325. On 3 May, it was reported that the Israeli Government two Israeli employers in the West Bank in a dispute with
had approved in principle a plan to erect a joint industrial  Palestinian workers. The dispute over the wages and rights
park south of Nablus. Ya'acov Orr, the Government of these employees was being examined by the National
Coordinator of Activities in the Territories, stated that other Labour Court. The locald of the Givat Ze'ev stlement
industrial parks were also on the drawing board, such as a lomaidil and the Abir textile factory in the Barakan

small hi-tech park in Tulkarm and another in Rafah. Orr industrial area had both appealed separate rulings by the
spoke during a tour of the Karni crossing and the adjacent Labour Court that required paying Palestinian workers
Gaza industrial zone, where over 400 people were employed according to Israeli law rather than Jordanian law. The Givat
in low-tech textile industries established under joint Israeli- Ze’ev appeal rested on the argument that security regulations
Palestinian venturesJérusalem PosB8 May) in the West Bank take precedence over other legislation,

326. On5 May, it was reported that Public Security Ministellmles_S F:)’[Perwljse inpulated,l gnd dlffﬁrennal wages arel
Kahalani had asked the team responsible for investigatiﬂﬁrm'“;s' e gn e.rt ese regu atlorr:sl. -kl)— € Aotlftorney G_]?nhera
Orient House for a report on the legal implications of closin aut orize to intervene in such labour disputes It t ey
three Palestinian offices operating at the East Jerusalem S g_olve the rights of the state of Israel or are of general public

Faisal Husseini stated that Palestinians would not petition fhgerest. The Worker’s Hotline (Kav La’oved) non-profit

Israeli High Court if police decided to close Orient Housegrganization was representing the Palestinian workers who

because Palestinians do notogaize the Court's authority. had complaineo,l about receiving lower wages than their Israeli
(Jerusalem Post, Ha'arets May) colleagues.lffa’aretz, 13 June)
327. On 21 May, it was reported that various heads ngO On 20 June, it was reported that a three-day meeting of

Christian churches in Jerusalem vehemently rejected tﬁglestlnlan leaders earlier called on West Bank and Gaza

proposal made by the Israeli Ministry of Religious Affairs tdsmp residents to stop working in the Jewish settlements

open a new gate to the Holy Sepulchre in the OId City 0K;)ecause settlements are a threat to our national existen

Jerusalem. The Latin Patriarch, the Greek Orthodox Patriar-EHe call came .Iess than a week after .the Pa!estlnlan pql|ce
and the Armenian Patriarch all believe that the opening of ﬂ?ggarj preventmg_workers from reachlng their construction
new gate would harm the current status quo in the church.JS&b,s In Gaza Strip .settle_ments. Wh|le that measure was
large number of tourists is expected to visit the Hol ited to Gaza and did nlotlnclude agrpultural Iabourers,.the
Sepulchre in the year 2000Tlte Jerusalem Time21 May) tatement from thelmeetmg of Palestinian leaders was aimed
at all types of work in settlements throughout the West Bank
328. On 27 May, Supreme Court Chief Justice Baraind Gaza. Those working in thetdements — who number
strongly criticized the Government for refusing to restore thgj goo according to the Palestinian Authority Ministry of
citizenship of Israeli women of Palestinian origin, revokeggpour — say that they work at their jobs in order to support
when they married Palestinians and moved to the occupig@ir families. They receive higher wages than construction
territories in the West Bank or Gaza. He gave the Interijorkers in Palestinian areas. Palestinian officials said that
Ministry 90 days to reconsider its “scandalous” policy. “Whyhey hoped to find alternative jobs for workers, but there were
did the Government have to revoke their citizenship in they indications of steps taken towards this end. The Ministry
first place?” asked Barak with obvious impatience. “I don'gf | abour estimated unemployment to be at 20 per cent in the

understand it. It is incompatible with any standards &f/est Bank, and 26 per cent in the Gaza Strilergsalem
fairness. Would anyone ask an Israeli Jew to give up higst 20 June)

citizenship if he moved to one of the Israeli settlements in the B R N
territories?” During the previous year, the Court heard thr L On 3 June, the "Day of Ragg was fitsted by
petitions protesting the Ministry's policy. The petitionPalestlnlan leaders to protest Israeli settlement activities.

claimed that Israeli Palestinian women had been told thaNlarChesd to glots of Iand. sllate.dk for congscatlodnlwere
they wanted to receive an identity card for the territories -2f92M12€d and a commercia strike was observed in East

which they needed in order to receive basic SerVice%erusalem. The Israeli police intensified their presence in the
n — they would have t&iiy to confront the Palestinian protesters. The Fatah

organization called on Palestinian citizens to confront Israeli

bulldozers at Jebel Abu Ghneim and Ras Al Amud. According

including registration of their childre
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to the Israeli newspaper Ma'ariv, Israeli security officials B'Tselem, 788 people lost residency rights in 1998.
warned against a possible eruption of violence in the West B’Tselem said that it hoped to see an annulment of the law
Bank in light of the recent escalation intHement activity in  that had not been vigorously enforced until ea8196. More

the West Bank and East Jerusaleimh¢ Jerusalem Times than 2,000 people lost their residency during the past three

4 June) years in what was viewed by Palestinians as an attempt to
fer the city’'s demographic balance and termed by some as

332. On9June, a man tried to perform a Jewish prayer insfa

the Al Agsa Mosque compound but was evicted by th“éathmc cleansing”. Palestinian Authority legislator Hanan

Mosque guards. In reaction to this incident, the Waléshrawi stated “It is a shame that [Sharansky] did not think

authority locked the gates to the Mosque and threateneoolf&h_is, earlier Wh”e he was serving the pre\(ious 90‘_’emme”t-
cancel all tourist visits to the compound. The Israeli Hig utitis sc.Jm_ethlng.t.hat we have been seeking. Ruttlng an end
Court recently acquitted a number of Israelis who had beégwthe, policyis positive and we hope that they will return the"
accused ofllegally entering the Mosque compound. Thd en,t|ty cards of all those who have had theirs confiscated.
Court also made a request to the Israeli prosecutor for a f&'ﬂ'a aretz, Jerusalem Posz1 July)

explanation as to why it is illegal for religious Israelis to enteB36. On 22 July, it was reported that the Association for
the mosque and perform prayers thefidg Jerusalem Times Civil Rights in Israel (ACRI) had called on government
11 June) ministries to improve the human-rights situation in the

333. On 18 June, it was reported that Palestinian secur?[?/untrx beginning Wit,h the .final.ization 9f a .Constit.uFion.
forces had begun preventing Palestinian workers froﬁ{:cord!ng tOACRI’Wh”e Ieglslat'lon and]Ud|C|aI decisions
working in the Jewish settlements of the Gaza Strip. Repo(&gard'ng human rights have improved in recent years,

indicate that Palestinian police are stopping workers on thg§cr|m|nat|on still existed between Israeli Jews and Arabs.

way to three settlements there. The move is seen as a n-léli}\? rights of Palestinians were grossly violated, and the

measure to consolidate the Palestinian position tifeseents policy and actions of the Government regarding human rights

and send a message to the Israeli Government that H?eve stood still or regressed. ACRI stated that over the last
settlement issue continues to be a top priority for thfg_W .ye.ars, the. '”te”?r Ministry had conducted a.

Palestinian Authority. There are approximately 11'ooglscnmmatory policy against non-Jews. One of the areas in
workers employed in Jewish settlements, according ich this was most noticeable is family reunification. Even

Palestinian official estimates. The wages of Palestinié&ﬁr""eII m::zens V}’,ho marrnyaIesrflr!lans fromt?e West Bank
workers on Jewish settlements are three times higher than g &aza ave_t(? Ive apart rom their SPOUSES for manyyears
average wage of a worker in the West Bank and the Gaggcause of ministry regulations, and Palestinians born in East
Strip. Palestinian unemployment figures range between ﬂgrusalem often lose their residency rights. ACRI emphasized

and 26 per centThe Jerusalem Timeg8 and 25 June) Fhe vplatlon of h.uman nghtg in the Pgl'estlnlan.sector,
including use of violence against Palestinian detainees by

Authority licence plates were not allowed entry into Nablugerusalem Post?2 July)

through an Israeli army block as a counter-measure again%t7 on 15 Al b Mini ¢ Def Eohrai
banning Israelis from entering Joseph’s Tomb at Nablu%. Tk gust, Deputy Minister of Defence Ephraim

Dozens of vehicles were stopped on the rodtie(Jerusalem Sneh announced that Israel will increase the number of
Times 2 July) ’ Palestinian labourers allowed into the country from the Gaza

Strip. He maintained that Israel’s security was enhanced when
335. On 20 July, Interior Minister Natan Sharansky statggore Palestinians are earning money from jobs in Israel. “As
that he favoured putting an end to the revocation of resideq@hg as the economic situation in the Strip is better, the
rights of Palestinians who have moved out of EastJerusalq;mingness of the residents to carry out attacks will be
“I think the time has come to change this policy and stogduced. So, we have an interest in a high standard of living
cancelling the residency rights of residents of Eagkere. While maintaining our security criteria regarding entry
Jerusalem”, he told reporters during a visit to the Ministry'mto |srael”, Sneh stated during a tour of IDF bases in the
offices in East Jerusalem, adding that he would discuss t@gsh Katif settlement bloc and the friction points between
matter with Prime Minister Ehud Barak. Nationalsraelis and Palestinians in the Gaza Strip. Sneh stated that
Infrastructure Minister Eli Suissa, Interior Minister in thesome 25,000 Gaza residents had permits to work in Israel.
previous Government, called Sharansky's proposale have to maintain this number, and if possible, to increase
“irresponsible”, warning that it could “endanger our statug jn the future, so that the standard of living will be
in Jerusalem”. According to the human rights groupeasonable and rise gradually’, he stated. Defence officials
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stated that they wanted to reach a situation where any married  Palestinian Authority and against Palestinians. The decision
Palestinian over 22 who has a security clearance will be given reflects an ugly step against reconciliation”, he said. He added
a work permit. Currently some 60,000 persons from the Gaza that the decision came only a few days before a scheduled
Strip and West Bank have labour permits, but another 40,000 meeting in Washington of an American-Palestinian-Israeli
more enter illegally without permitsH@'aretz, Jerusalem committee against incitemendgrusalem Pos5 February)

Post 16 August) 341. On 14 March, a commercial strike was observed by

) Palestinian shopkeepers in East Jerusalem, reflecting a
3. Children divided city as a strong feeling is growing among Palestinians
338. On 20 March, three Palestinian children were serioushat they are losing ground in East Jerusalem. Most people
injured when an explosive device detonated in a militaig the city feel strangled. The absence of a Palestinian strategy
training area near the West Bank village of Rantis. Twand division among East Jerusalemites contribute to the
brothers, aged 12 and 11, and their cousin, aged 12, wéeelings of helplessness. The closure imposed on the city
hospitalized for treatment. One of the brothers lost his haigblates from the West Bank hinterland. In the 1970s and
in the blast and was listed in critical condition. The IDA980s, East Jerusalem was, for all intents and purposes, the
spokesperson said that there were signs posted at the entraagatal of the Palestinian people. It is a ghost city now. The
to the training area which forbade entry, but the Voice @ity has been under closure for years. Hospitals are part of the
Palestine radio and the Physicians for Human Righlsraeli health care system. Most Palestinian schools are under
association (PHR) claimed that there were no such signsraeli jurisdiction, West Bankers cannot come to visit, work,
PHR has been claiming for years that IDF holds trainingr even pray at the Al Agsa Mosque, the third holiest site in
exercises using live ammunition in dangerous proximity tslam. The Palestinian Authority has moved its newly opened
Palestinian villages and grazing grounds. The last suofiices to the West Bank Tthe Jerusalem Timeg9 March)

accident occurred in October998 in the Wlage of Al 345 on 16 April, The Jerusalem Timedescribed the
Zawyah, when a 16-year-old Palestinian was seriously injur§flemma faced by almost all Palestinians who are directly or
while picking olives in the family olive grove.Jerusalem qgirectly dependent on Israel for their livelihoods. The case
Post, Ha'aretz 21 March) of Salah Shahin is a clear illustration of this frustration.
339. On 22 June, a 13-year-old Palestinian boy wksdck Shahin works as a tile-layer in the Gush Etzion settlement.
and his companion badly injured near the village of Yattdje has no other choice. He said: “I own 54 dunums of land
south of Hebron, apparently by explosives that detonatédt | can’t do anything with it. | cannot irrigate my own land
when the boys picked them up. Adam Hassan Musallam wagcause the settlement council in Gush Etzion does not supply
killed and his 16-year-old companion, Muthqal Al-Amar, wasgne with water. | am building for them (the Israelis) but |
taken to Alia Hospital in Hebron in critical condition aftercannot build for myself and for my family.” Shahin’s house
losing a leg and sustaining burns in the explosion. Village located in the Gush Etzion settlement Bloc and is
residents were convinced that the explosion was causedstyrounded by the settlement'’s red-roofed stone buildings.
the detonation of some sort of explosive charge, perhapglae 23 people in his extended family live in four rooms. “I'm
hand grenade. According to the human rights organizationt able to even put one brick over another”, he added. The
B'Tselem, 30 Palestinians and one Israeli have been killegport concluded that many Palestinians are forced to “dig
by ammunition found in or around IDF training grounds. Otheir own graves with their own hands'Tlfe Jerusalem
those killed, 22 were children. Yatta is located approximateljmes 16 April)

10 km from a large training area. IDF, which is responsiblgs3 o 15 June, diplomats from six Arabuntries which

for the area’s security, stated that it was investigating,e offices in Gaza did not attend a meeting with the Mufi
circumstances surrounding the incidema(aretz, 23 June) ¢ jerysalem, Sheikh Ekreme Sabri. Palestinian sources

believe that Israel pressured the Arab diplomats not to come
|10 a meeting in Jerusalem with a Palestinian official since
such a gesture could be interpreted as meaning that the

) o . Palestinians were establishing a foothold in the city. The
340. On 24 February, leading Palestinian negotiator Sagg; planned to talk about Israeli measures at the Al Agsa

Erekat blasted the Knesset's decision to legalize Arutz 7, tﬂ)f'osque and about the Israeli High Court's decision to allow

pirate settler radio station, termmg. 't_ a blow tq recdlla_d:lon extremist settlers to perform Jewish prayers at the Mosque.
between Israel and the Palestinians. “This station doggne jerusalem Times8 June)

nothing except incite against the peace process, the

E. General sense of hopelessness and despai
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344. On 27 July, Palestinian Legislative@hcil Speaker the Israeli Centre for Human Rights in the Occupied
Ahmad Qurei voiced concern over Prime Minister Barak’s Territoriel&'éretz, 9 March)

handling of negotiations with the Palestinians, comparing %7. On 14 March, Prime Minister Netanyahu stated that he
tactics to those of his predecessor, Binyamin Netanyahu.

“Hifends to begin final status talks with the Palestinians soon

ISI Wajt'?)g time an(jj"he IS r_enegoéla;[;ng |ds§u§shtha;] hayger the elections, and that he did not anticipate problems on
already been signed’, _Qurel stated. He adde t_ at e,VYQFritorial issues because “the Palestinians have lowered their
concerned that Barak will seek to draw out the de"berat'0%§<pectations since | came into office”. Netanyahu stated

of a committee formed that week on the implementation of tlzg\:ther that he would stand firm and ensure that “in light of
Wye agreement, and that its two-week mandate would ael’s security needs, the Palestinian Authority would not

extended as a delaying tactidefusalem Pos8 July) have the rights of a state in terms of maintaining an army or

inviting a foreign army into its territory”. Netanyahu has
Other threatened in the past to annex parts of the West Bank if
345. On 2 March, the United Nations Special Rapporteur éwafat declares statehoodlgrusalem Postl5 March)

the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territoriegsg on 15 March, it was reported thatcording to a report
since 1967, Hannu Halinen, made public his report on thgjeased by B'Tselem and HaMoked, the Centre for the
question of the violation of human rights in the occupied AraBefence of the Individual, Israel held the bodies of 24
territories, including Palestine. Overall, the human rightsajestinians who died either in suicide bombings or in clashes
situation was deemed “worrying”. “While there is a certaifyjih |DF over the past five years. Since 1994, “a clear policy
positive development to be regnized on the Israeli side — 55 heen followed according to which bodies of terrorists are
such as the decrease in administrative detentions aq returned to their families”, the report declared. Previously,
discontinuation of the most flagrant torture methods — b had not taken a consistent approach towards the subject,
appears that such violations are increasing on the.PaIestiryilaamded_ The two human rights groups also claimed that the
side”, Halinen’s report stated. “The pressure exercised by g in which Israel had buried the bodies violated both the
occupying power on the Palestinian Authority, whilgjes of international law and instructions of the IDF Chief
explaining many violations, does not justify them, nor does; gtaft, “(They) were buried in a contemptuous and negligent
it absolve the Palest?nian Authori_ty of its responsibility.” Thenanner that casts doubt on the possibility of identifying the
17-page report will be considered by the 53-membef,gies in the future”, the report stated. Spokespersons for the
Commission on Human Rights, which begins its annual siy,q groups condemned the policy as a violation of basic

week session at Geneva on 22 March to examine human righsnan values and international treatid¢ta’@retz, Jerusalem
violations worldwide. Halinen also stated that Israepgst 16 March)

settlement actities and the building of bypass roads . ]
connecting the settlements to each other and to Israel was #1&- On 1 June, it was reported that a human rights
source of greatest concern in the occupied territories. “TRE9@nization had petitioned the High Court of Justice on
concerns have been exacerbated by the unilateral suspen8ffif of three relatives of Sufian Sabeih, who had carried out
by Israel on 2 December 1998 of implementation of the Wﬁsumde attack on the Number 26 bus in Jerusalem four years

River memorandum."Jerusalem Pos8 March) ear!ier. It was c_Iaimed in the petition'that thg IDF usuall_y
] buries the bodies of enemy forces in special cemeteries
346. On 9 March, it was reported that Knesset Membggned as closed military areas. The burials are carried out

Benny Begin was the only one of four prime ministeriahy mempers of the military rabbinate who are not familiar
candidates to rise to a challenge from the human rights groyy, sjamic law. The petition quoted Knesset deliberations
B'Tselem and spell out his position on several issugs, 5 |aw that prohibits the construction of memorials to
pertaining to human rights in Israel. In a letter sent to the foytrists. The Knesset recognized that the right to a grave and

candidates on 14 January, B'Tselem asked for their pOSitiBPavestone cannot be taken away, even from someone who
on four major topics: the General Security Service’s; ried out acts of terrorHa’aretz, 1 June)

interrogation methods, house demolitions in the occupied o . )

territories, Government failure to open a safe passa a0. On 4 July, Palestinian Authority President Arafat and
between the West Bank and Gaza Strip, and administrati Israeli Prime Minister Barak met on the Israeli side of the
detentions. B'Tselem also suggested that the candidates sBgE Hanoun Junction. Arafat described the meeting as a new
their overall position on human rights. Begin’s views will b&leparture for the peace process. The summit led Barak to

published in the second issue of the quarterly publication 89MMit himself to the implementation of the Wye River
memorandum, a step warmly welcomed in Palestinian circles.
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Addressing 40 heads of State gathered at Algiers for the andto bury tourism, especially the millennium celebrations
opening session of the Organization of African Unity in the Holy Land.” At Rachel's Tomb, IDF recently began
Conference on 5 July, Arafat declared: “A full Israeli building a stairway. The Palestinians objected, saying that the
withdrawal to the lines of June 1967: we shall agree to no  work violated the spirit ofeheepaccords under which

less”. (The Jerusalem Time9 July) neither side was to make unilateral changes on the ground.

351. On 10 Aigust, it was reported that the Israeli cabindPF said security reasons were behind the construction, while

secretariat had agreed to release an Education Ministry sur\I/Dé'%}eSt'manS said that the security was only a pretext. Rachel’s
mb is located along Bethlehem’s main north-south

on East Jerusalem schools prepared by a committ-% h 4b £ th heckooi 4 th
established in June 1997. According to the report, 30 per céfproughtare, and because of the IDF checkpoint and the

of pupils in the upper elementary school grades in Ea%(fcurity fences around it, one of the highwgy’s two Iangs is
Jerusalem were illiterate, and there was a 40 per centdropBﬁ{manemly blocked to traffic, oftgn causing congestion.

rate from the secondary schools. The report describes seri l?é/eraly times a Week,.when ‘],eW'Sh worshippers pray at
pedagogical and physical problems in the system, which to chel’'s Tomb, the entire road is closed for several hours.
serves 42,000 pupils. According to the report, the system grusalem PS8 August)

growing at a rate of 5 per cent a year and was expected to 354. OnduisA Israeli police arrived at a perimeter wall

grow faster in the years ahead, but is already unable to absorb  of the Temple Mount and sealed a window that was opened
all those who want to attend its schools. Students in the bythe Wakf two days earlier. The police intervention, which
schools were studying under the Jordanian curriculum. was ordered by Internal Security Minister Ben Ami and
Serious physical and pedagogical problems, including backed by Prime Minister Barak, came after the Wakf, the
outdated teaching methods and a serious lack of resources, Moslem religious trust that oversees the Al Agsa Mosque
were among the items cited in the report. Some 370 out of the compound, allegedly removed stones in order to widen a
total of 770 classrooms were being rented and did not meet window on the southern side of the compound’s outer wall.
standards. At least 150 new classrooms were needed to meet Internal Security Minister Ben Ami stated that the
the expected increase in the number of pupils. Education intervention was necessary in order to prevent any change of
Minister Yossi Sarid stated: “l don’t need any kind of report  the delicate status quo prevailing at the Temple Mount,
to know the situation in East Jerusalem, which is poor and known to Moslems as Al Haram Al Sharif, (the Noble
which has suffered for years from discrimination and neglect. ~Sanctuary). The Mufti of Jerusalem, Sheikh Ekrema Sabri,
We say all kinds of fancy things about a united Jerusalem, but sharply denounced the Government’s action, saying it was
Jerusalem is also divided from the standpoint of a comparison part of larger Israeli effort directed against renovations being
of educational conditions between East and West Jerusalem.” conducted by the Wakfin the area along the southern wall of
(Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Pos10 August) the compound. “We are not breaking the law and this is not

352. On 15 Aigust, it was reported that IDF had decided t8 security matter”, Sabri stateddg’aretz, Jerusalem Post
try children as young as twelve who have been charged wit-11 August)

throwing stones. In recent years, IDF has avoided charging
children under the age of 14 in the occupied territories fo : : : :
such actions. During the intifadabh, it used various method I Sltuatlpn of hgman I’IghtS inthe

including requiring parents to pay a surety fine which they ~ Occupied Syrian Arab Golan

forfeited if the child was caught repeating the offense. It was

reported that the new policy would be implemented over tHi855. On 5 February, it was reported thamndreds of Druze
coming weeks.Kla’aretz, 15 August) from the Golan were preparing to take part in a mass meeting,

353. On 3 August, it was reported that Israel and tr?echeduled for the day after, to express their support for

Palestinian Authority were planning a joint operation tgreS{dent. Hafez Agsad, who had won the presidential
egecnons in the Syrian Arab Republic a week before. The

prepare for the expected flood of pilgrims at Christian site . .
during the millennium celebration. On the other hand, Hanfa2ss gathering was to take place at Magdal Shams village and

Nasser, the Mayor of Bethlehem, stated that Israeli®s to b_e attended by some 40(,) peF’p'e fr_om the four Arab
construction at the entrance to Bethlehem, including plans Blggesﬂ:n the Golan.tAn Isrzlaleh rzohce Oﬁ',(lzler sttatetd tr;ﬁt
expand a major IDF checkpoint, would make it more difficul }|J|r|ng bet m_a”ss mee mg tpo |cz .roopz_vxg | no terllder. h N
for pilgrims to visit the biblical city. “They (the Israelis) areV!''age but wil remain stationed immediately outside, “e
targeting the city’, the Mayor told a news conference. ‘.The\yarned Israelis against entering the village. However, “If
have political interests in ¢ting off the city from Jerusalem
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civilians or public buildings were to be attacked, a police was held in protest against the imposition of Israeli
force will enter the village”, he added-@’aretz,5 February) jurisdiction and the attempt to force the Druze to take Israeli

356. On 6 February, it was reported that some 500 DruEEizenShip' According tcb-lg’gret; only 400 people out of )

held a peaceful demonstration in the Golaltage of Majdal a tot.al of 17,000 Druze living in the Golap. carry Israell
Shams to express support for the Syrian President Hafggnutyc?rds. Mogt ofthose who carry Israeli idigncards,

Assad, who began his fifth term in office the week before. o decHa’aretz, claim that theYWere, fgrced to do so and have

the Syrian side of the border, some 700 Druze held a Sim”%erquested the Isra.elll .Interlo.r Ministry to allow them to
demonstration. They gathered to hear speeches delivered q&gpunce their Israeli citizenshigH@'aretz 14, 15 February)

the border fence so that the Druze on the Israeli side could 360. On 8 March, Israeli Defence Minister Arens stated that
hear them.la’aretz, 7 February) the only way the Syrian Arab Republic will make peace is if

357. On 9 February, it was reported that a new Jewiéﬂaelwithdraws from the entire Golan Heights. “This is my

settlement named Nimrod was being secretly created in tﬂgsition. There is no chance of reaching agreement with Syria

northern Golan. The first family took up residence the Weé%ithout totally conceding the Golan Heiglhts. That is the prif:e.
before and another four to eight families were expected in tﬂ—gere are those who are r"eady to payt. | think that this is a
course of the next two months. Although no formal requeEf'Ce we should not pay ...", Arens saidefusalem Pos®

was submitted to the Regional Planning and Constructi%amh)

Committee, the settlement became a fait accompli. A sour861. On 17 April, Israeli police used tear gas to disperse

in the Rural Settlement Division (RSD) of the World Zionist  stone throwers at a demonstration by Golan Heights Druze
Organization toldHa'aretzthat the settlement had not been  in Majdal Shams to mark Syrian independence day. Crowds
“defined” yet. The site of the settlement was occupied for nine  of Druze gathered near the so-tallgithGHill on the

years by the Nahal units of IDF (Nahal soldiers combine outskirts of Majdal Shams near the border with the Syrian
military service and agriculture work). A senior Israeli source  Arab Republic. On the opposite side, Syrian Druze and
claimed that an agreement between the Defence Ministry and  officials had set up a stage with loudspeakers to broadcast
RSD allowed for “civilianization” of the military outpost. The independence day events across the border. Earlier, Golan
role of the pioneer family was to establish a presence onthe Heights Druze had paraded in Majdal Shams and nearby
site and to supervise the renovation work being carried out Mas'&l#datetz, Jerusalem Pos18 April)

on the structures in preparation for the arrival of addition%IGZ On 19 April, IDF border patrol officers arrested a 22-
families. Nimrod is just four km away from Majdal Shmn%ear-old Druze attempting to sneak across the border into the

village. A source in RSD stated that the first stage yrian Arab Republic. Investigators stated that the youth told

Nlmrod’§ development was to hold onto the area and Eﬂem he was “tired from living in this country; | am Syrian and
prevent it from being taken over by the Druzelaaretz, 9 | want to live there”. Ha’aretz, 20 April)

February)
363. On 8 June, it was reported that the Golan Residents

35_8. On 11 February, it was rleported that sources in the - iea (GRC) was launching a new campaign aimed at
United States embassy at Tel Aviv had expressed regret ¥&fying public support for keeping the Golan Heights under

the clregtlr?ndof i r:‘ew set‘EIemtent In thg GOla: \,Nh'cth W4Sraeli rule. GRC called on the National Religious Party and
revealed the day before lhja'aretz. According toHa‘aretz, Yisrael Ba'aliya not to join a coalition whose guidelines in

representatives of .the Amer!can Emba§sy will tour tht%llks with Syria were based on the principle of “land for
s.ettlemen.t, named Nimrod, dur.mg the coming few dgys. Th®ace”. GRC chairman Avi Zeira stated that One Israel's
Vice President of the Golan Heights Regional Council stat %alition guidelines include &aowledging Security Council

tq .Ha’aretz that _following theHg’aretz artigle, do;ens of resolutions 242 and 338 as a basis for talks with the Syrian
citizens had applied to the Council, expressing deswemdmeArab Republic, and that this “denotes a willingness [to

in Nimrod. The couple living there refused to talk with thQNithdraw] from the Golan and maybe even beyond that ...".
many journalists who came to the site and did not aIIO‘Q’igaI Kipniss, head of the Derech Leshalom movement,
people.to enter. C,onstruction and renovations continuedvvp]ich favours territorial compromise in exchange feage

be carried out.iia‘aretz, 11 February) with the Syrian Arab Republic, stated that the elections
359. On 14 Februarfyundreds of Druze from the Golan showed that the public’s attitude towards the Golan Heights
participated in a peaceful demonstration marking the in relation to peace with the Syrian Arab Republic had
seventeenth anniversary of the extension of Israeli jurisdiction  chandeigalem Pos8 June)

over the occupied Golan. In 1982, a six-month general strike
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364. On 26 June, President Weizman stated that withdrawing
from the Golan Heights is the price Israel has to pay in return
for peace with the Syrian Arab Republic and withdrawal from
Lebanon. Asked if the major obstacle to Israel's withdrawal
from the Golan Heights was security or psychological,
Weizman stated: “There is a lot of psychology in security.
Israel and Syria will need a long cooling-off period to trust
each other ... (t)he question is: What will be the deployment
of the Syrian armed forces — the army, the navy, the air force,
the missiles within hitting range of Israel when we have a
peace agreement, or do we find a way to minimize the threat?
Then, there is the water problem. We live on water coming
from the North. Then, there is a big subject known as
normalization, but for me it is not very important.”
(Jerusalem Pos®27 June)

365. On 15 July, the Syrian Arab Republic denied that it had
ever had secret contacts with Israel and dismissed as “far from
reality” a statement by former Prime Minister Netanyahu to
the effect that he had secured a Syrian agreement to allow an
IDF presence on Mount Hermon. According to Netanyahu,
the Syrian Arab Republic had agreed to the installation of an
early warning station, to be used in the event that Damascus
regained the Golan Heights through a peace agreement. A
Syrian official commenting on the interview stated: “It aims
at misleading public opinion and putting obstacles in front of
the peace process.J¢rusalem Postl6 July)

366. On 18 July, Prime Minister Barak spoke of a retreat
from the Golan Heights as something of a foregone
conclusion, stating that he was committed to forging ahead
in negotiations with the Syrian Arab Republic on all aspects
of a peace agreement. “We abide by 242 and 338 — two
relevant Security Council resolutions”, stated Barak. “We
fully realize that on the way to peace we will have to make
compromises.” {erusalem Postl9 July)
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