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I NTRODUCTI ON AND OVERVI EW

Pur pose of this docunment and its addenda

1. The mai n purposes of the plenary sessions of the Conference of European
Statisticians are for the Conference to coordinate the statistically related

wor k that various international and supranational organi zations carry out
the ECE region, and for the Conference to decide on its future work
programme. The CES plenary session has becone the forumin which the work
programmes of all other international and supranational agencies active in
the ECE and OECD areas (including the European Union) are considered and
reviewed in the context of the CES programme. Although the Conference has
jurisdiction over the work programmes of other agencies because they have
their own deci si on-nmaki ng bodi es, the Conference has an authority based on
its comprehensive and very senior nenbership and its close scrutiny of

i nternational statistical work.

2. Increasingly, too, as this docunent shows, expert neetings are

organised jointly by two or nore agencies such as the ECE with Eurostat or
OECD.
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3. The nost i nportant docunent for the plenary session is always therefore
this Integrated Presentati on Programre of Wrk of the 25 or so internationa
agencies active in the ECE and OECD areas. This single conprehensive
docunent is intended to bring together all the information necessary to

enabl e the plenary session to make wel |l -informed decisions about future work
inits own programe and to coment and give advice on statistical work
pl anned to be undertaken by other institutions. It is inmportant to note too

that the work is considered in the |ight of objectives defined by nationa
statistical offices rather than by international secretariats. More details
are given under the headi ng "Background information” bel ow.

4, This version of the Integrated Presentati on has been prepared after the
June 1999 pl enary session of the Conference, and it reflects the various

deci sions that the Conference took at the plenary session with respect to its
programe of work.

Mandat e of the Conference

5. The Integrated Presentation and the programme of work of the Conference
provi des the structure within which the plenary session of the Conference of
Eur opean Statisticians provides guidance and direction in pursuing its
objectives as confirnmed by the Conference at its 1993 plenary session, as
fol | ows:

- to inprove national statistics and their international conparability
having regard to the recomendati ons of the Statistical Conmm ssion of
the United Nations, the Specialized Agencies and ot her appropriate
bodi es, as necessary;

- to pronote close coordination of the statistical activities in Europe
of international organizations so as to achieve greater uniformty in
concepts and definitions and to reduce to a mnimum the burdens on
nati onal statistical offices; and

- to respond to any energing need for international statistica
cooperation arising out of transition, integration and other processes
of cooperation both within the ECE regi on and between the ECE region
and ot her regions.

Background i nformation

6. The Integrated Presentation contained in this docunent and in its six
addenda, each dealing with a different work area, provides an overview of the
international statistical work that is planned to be carried out in the next
two years by all of the major international organizations that is likely to
have an i npact on ECE, EU and OECD countries. The Integrated presentation
provi des summary information on the planned future statistically-related work
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programe of the UN ECE, Eurostat, OECD and approxi mately two dozen ot her
i nternational organizations working in this region

7. This version of the Integrated Presentation was initially prepared in
draft formfor review by the Conference of European Statisticians at its 1999
pl enary session. The draft was intended to assist the Conference in carrying
out its primary role of coordinating international statistical work that wll
affect ECE, EU and CECD countries. The Integrated Presentation is also used
as a valuable tool for coordination at the national level, for countries are
increasingly using it to assist themin deciding on their participation in

di fferent neetings convened by the various international organizations.

8. In many of the programme el enents contained in this version of the
Integrated Presentation there are references to various issues in individua
fields of statistics that the Bureau of the Conference considered warranted
bei ng brought to the attention of the Conference at the plenary session

These issues are listed in the Integrated Presentation in each programre

el ement under the heading Attention of the Conference was drawn to the
following . Each programme elenment in the Integrated Presentation al so

i ncl udes a separate headi ng “Decisions taken by the Conference at the plenary
sessi on® under which decisions taken by the Conference at the plenary session
with respect to each field of statistics covered by the Integrated
Presentation is presented.

9. This is the seventh Integrated Presentation that has been prepared for
review by the Conference at its annual plenary sessions. (The six earlier
presentations were prepared for the Conference's 1993-1998 pl enary sessions).
The maj or innovations introduced by the Bureau since June 1998 whi ch have
been incorporated into the presentation contained in the addenda to this note
are |listed bel ow

a) The Bureau conducted an in-depth review of progranme activities 1, 2
and 4 (see Table 1) since the 1998 plenary session. (The Bureau
conducts simlar types of in-depth reviews of three programre
activities each year, so as to ensure that the entire work programe
can be reviewed in depth every two years).

b) Because of the large size of the Integrated Presentation, the
Conference agreed at its 1997 plenary session that rather than
reviewi ng each of the 44 or so programme elenents in turn at the
pl enary session, it would be preferable for the Bureau to select a
smal | nunber of progranme el enents that would be reviewed in detail
and to review the remaining progranme el enents in a nore cursory manner
and generally on the basis of the outcome of the review that the Bureau
conducted on the Integrated Presentation at its February neeting. In
view of this, the Bureau selected the follow ng three programe



CES/ 1999/ 30
page 4

el enments that were reviewed in greater depth at the 1999 plenary
session, in its review of the Integrated Presentation

- Health statistics (PE 4.6). Statistics Canada contributed a paper
(CES/ 1999/ 11) that served as the basis of the Conference s in-depth
review of this progranme el enent.

- Labour statistics (PE 4.10). The ILO contributed the paper
(CES/ 1999/ 12) that served as the basis of the Conference s in-depth
review of this progranme el enent.

- The hidden econony (part of PE 3.1). |ISTAT contributed the paper
(CES/ 1999/ 13) that served as the basis of the Conference s in-depth
review of this progranme el enent.

c) The discussion by the Conference of the 40 or so other programe
elements in the Integrated Presentation was facilitated by brief
presentati ons which nmenbers of the CES Bureau nade on each of the six
programe activity areas. These introductory conments by the Bureau
menbers were intended to identify for the Conference strategic issues
in the progranme activity area, and pronote nore active invol venment of
countries in the discussion that took place at the plenary session

Structure of the Integrated Presentation

10. The Integrated Presentation is divided into six major work areas
("programme activities") which conmprise the programe of work of the
Conference, and they are in turn sub-divided into a total of 44 progranme
el ements (see Table 1).

11. Programme activity 1 covers issues concerned with the genera
management of the programre of work of the Conference, issues of statistica
policy that are of direct concern to heads of NSGs, and issues such as

i nternational coordination, technical assistance in statistics and relations
with countries outside the ECE region.

12. Programme activity 2 deals with substantive cross-cutting issues
(including the nmanagerial aspects of such issues) of concern to NSGs, which
do not relate to a specific subject-matter field of statistics (e.g. issues
of information technology with relation to statistical work.

13. The core of the progranmme lies in the substantive programre activities

3, 4 and 5 which address econonmic statistics, social statistics, and
environnent statistics respectively. Each of these programre activities may
address conceptual issues, standards, and questions of design, collection
production, dissenm nation and analysis of statistical data arising in their
domai ns.
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14. Programme activity 6 covers the coordination of international data
collection, the work of the secretariats in dissem nating statistical data
and other statistically-related activities of the ECE secretari at.

15. The division of these six progranme activities into 44 programe

el enents ainms to be conprehensive while keepi ng the nunmber of progranme

el ements to a mnimum consistent with the ains of the Conference. Each
programe el enent is characterized by a statenent of broad objectives and
scope in a honogeneous area of statistical activity. The conplete Iist of
programe el enents in the Conference's programe of work is provided in Table
1, together with an indication of the docunent in the Integrated Presentation
in which information for the programme el ement can be found. The |ist of
abbrevi ations used in the work programes is given in Annex |

16. While the structure and delineation of programme el enents are expected
to change slowmy, the level of activity within programme elenments will vary
nmore rapidly between el enments and over tinme. At any one tine, sone programre
elements will be dormant, while others may be very active. For each planning
period, the Conference will be required to review proposed goals and
activities for particular programe el enents and to decide on priorities.

17. The descriptions of each of the programe elements aimto provide a
framework for all international statistical work relevant to nationa
statistical offices in ECE, EU and OECD countries. The follow ng standard
headi ngs are used within each programme el enent.

OBJECTI VES OVER THE NEXT SEVERAL YEARS: Broad ai ns of nationa
statistical offices for international work in that field over the
next several years.

EXPECTED COLLECTI VE QUTPUT I N THE NEXT TWO YEARS: Specific outputs
expected by countries in the next two years.

ATTENTI ON OF THE CONFERENCE WAS DRAVWN TO THE FOLLOW NG. List of issues
in each field of statistics that the Bureau of the Conference
consi ders shoul d be brought to the attention of the Conference at
the plenary session.

DECI SI ONS TAKEN BY THE CONFERENCE AT THE 1999 PLENARY SESSI ON: List of
decisions on its programme of work that the Bureau reconmends the
Conference to take at its 1999 plenary session

MEETINGS | N THE NEXT TWD YEARS: Sponsoring agency, title, date.

RAPPORTEUR: | nternational organization that the Conference has
recommended be assigned responsibility for preparing short issue-
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and strategic-oriented reports for the Bureau and for assessing
on behalf of the Conference progress towards the objectives and
outputs specified for a progranme el ement.

ACTI VI TIES AND MEANS | N THE NEXT TWO YEARS: Description of the major
activities of agencies in that field fromJune 1999 to June 2001
Information is also given in this section on ECE resource
i mplications for the work to be carried out by the ECE
secretariat. The resource inplications are classified as
follows: mnimal (less than 3 work nonths); noderate (3-6 work
mont hs); and substantial (over 6 work nonths).

Functi ons of Rapporteurs

18. The Conference concluded at its 1995 plenary session that in programre
el ements where several international organizations are actively working, it
woul d be useful for the Conference to ask one agency to serve as the
"rapporteur™ for work in that field. Rapporteurs have now been appointed for
nmost of the programme el ements. Rapporteurs report to the Bureau, who in
turn take the reports into account in proposing changes to the integrated
presentati on.

19. The Bureau conducts an in-depth review of three programre activities
each year, so that the entire work programre can be reviewed every two years.
It began this two year review cycle during the 1996/ 97 year, and in 1999/ 2000
the Bureau will conduct in-depth reviews of programre activities 3, 5 and 6
(see Table 1). These in-depth reviews are conducted on the basis of the
following material: (i) the anmended version of the integrated presentation
that is prepared inmediately after the Conference's plenary session, and
which reflects the outconme of the discussion that took place at the plenary
session (Addenda 3, 5 and 6 of the updated versions of CES/1999/30 to be
produced after the 1999 plenary session); and (ii) short reports that the
Rapporteurs prepare for the Bureau in the fields of statistics covered by

t hese work areas.

20. The specific functions which the Bureau asks the Rapporteurs to perform
on behalf of the Conference are summari zed bel ow:
to report to the Bureau, in short reports that are essentially issue-
and strategic-oriented in character, on the extent to which progress is
bei ng made col lectively by the agencies in neeting the 'objectives' and
"outputs'. (The reports are to be submitted to the Bureau through the
Secretary of the Conference, no later than the begi nning of Septenber
each year for programre activities to be reviewed that year; the Bureau
will report to the Conference the follow ng June);
to keep abreast of the relevant activities that are being undertaken by
ot her relevant agencies, in order to fulfil function (a) above;
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to advise the Bureau, through their candid reports, on how the

obj ectives and outputs m ght best be achieved;

to suggest to the Bureau, when necessary, how the objectives and/or
out puts should be amended so as to ensure that they reflect the

i nt ended neani ngs of these terns (see para. 18 above) and to nmke

cl earer which organization is responsible for each output indicated;
and

when deened appropriate, to identify and include in their reports a
smal | nunber of key issues concerning ongoing or planned future work in
the project which they consider sufficiently inportant to bring to the
attention of the Bureau and of the Conference at its annual plenary
sessi on.

Pl anned future devel opment of the integrated presentation

21. The process of inproving the integrated presentation is an on-going
one. It will continue with the in-depth reviews of individual progranme
activities that the Bureau will conduct each year

O her relevant information

22. The |ist of abbreviations that are used by Eurostat and the OECD in
describing their work progranmes is given in Annex |

23. Background i nformati on on ECE secretariat resources that will be
avail abl e to hel p support the work programre of the Conference in 1999/ 2000
and 2000/2001 is given in Annex Il of this note. The Conference is invited
to take this information into account when it reviews its draft work
programme at the 1999 plenary session
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Tabl e 1. Li st of programme elements in the programre of work of the
Conference (together with an indication of the docunent in which information
for that programme el enent can be found)

Programe Activity Programme El enent

Programme Activity 1: 1.1 Pronoti on and coordi nati on of

Organi zati on and Operation of multilateral statistical work

statistical services (See 1.2 Managerial and policy issues of direct

docunent CES/ 1999/ 30/ Add. 1) concern to presidents of national statistica
of fices
1.3 Countries in transition in the ECE
regi on

1.4 Rel ations with countries outside the
ECE region (including countries in the
Medi t erranean region)

Programe Activity 2: 2.1 Managenment of information technol ogy
Techni cal infrastructure and infrastructure

ot her cross-cutting issues 2.2 Statistical data collection and

(See docunent processi ng

CES/ 1999/ 30/ Add. 2) 2.3 Di ssem nation and interchange of

statistical information
2.4 Statistical classifications

2.5 Statistical research and devel opnent
2.6 Ceogr aphi cal and regi onal data
2.7 Human resource devel opnent
Programe Activity 3: 3.1 | mpl ement ati on of the system of
Econom c statistics (See nati onal accounts
document CES/ 1999/ 30/ Add. 3) 3.2 Money and banking, government finance,
and bal ance of paynents
3.3 International trade in goods
3.4 Transport
3.5 Di stributive trades
3.6 International trade in services
3.7 Touri sm
3.8 O her marketed services, and non-
mar ket ed servi ces
3.9 Price statistics, including purchasing
power parities
3.10 Agricultural statistics
3.11 Industrial statistics
3.12 Energy statistics
3.13 Science and technol ogy statistics

3.14 Business registers and adm nistrative
records in support of econom c statistics
3. XX Oher work in the field of economc
statistics
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Programme Activity

Programe El enent

Programme Activity 4: Socia
and denographic statistics
(See docunent

CES/ 1999/ 30/ Add. 4)

Soci al indicators and frameworks
Cender statistics

Mul ti - pur pose soci al surveys

Regi sters and admi nistrative records
or social and denpgraphic statistics
Popul ati on and housi ng censuses
Heal th statistics

Crinme and crimnal justice statistics
Educati on and training statistics
Culture statistics

.10 Labour statistics

4.11 Denographic statistics (including
projections, mgration, fertility and
fam |lies and househol ds)

4.12 Human settlenents and housi ng
statistics

4.13 Statistics of household i ncome and
expenditures, of the welfare of the
popul ati on, and of poverty and incone

i nequal ity

4.14 Statistics on popul ati on groups of
speci al interest

A WN PR
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Programe Activity 5:
Envi ronnent statistics (See
docunent CES/ 1999/ 30/ Add. 5)

5.1 Sectoral concepts, definitions and

cl assifications

5.2 Envi ronnental accounti ng

5.3 Envi ronnent al dat abases and reporting

Programe Activity 6:

Di ssem nati on and support for
secretariat activities (See
docunent CES/ 1999/ 30/ Add. 6)

6.1 Coordi nati on of international data

col l ection

6.2 O her statistically-related activities
of the ECE secretari at
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Annex 1. List of nore frequently used abbreviati ons enpl oyed
in the work programes of Eurostat and the OECD
CAP Comon Agricul tural Policy (Eurostat)
PAC [Politique agricole comune]
CCEET Centre for Co-operation with the European Economies in Transition
[Centre pour |a Coopération avec | es Econom es en Transition]
CDl S Management Conmittee on Statistical Information (Eurostat)

[Comté Directeur de |'Information Statistique]

CD- ROM Conpact disks with read-only nmenory

CEEC Central and Eastern European Countries
PECO [ Pays d' Europe centrale et orientale]
CESD Eur opean Training Centre for Econom sts-Statisticians from

Devel opi ng Countries (Eurostat)
[Centre de formation des Econom stes-Statisticiens des pays en voie
de Dével oppenent]

aT Countries in transition
CvFB Committee on Monetary, Financial and Bal ance of Paynents Statistics

(Eur ost at)
[Comté des statistiques Monétaires, Financiéres et de Bal ance des

pai ement s]
COFOG Cl assification of the Functions of Governnment (Eurostat)
CFAB [Classification des fonctions des adm ni strations publiques]
CPA Classification of Products according to Activity (Eurostat)

[Classification des Produits |iés aux Activités]

DA NS Conference of the Directors General of National Statistica
Institutes (Eurostat)
[ Conférence des Directeurs Généraux des Instituts Nationaux de
Statistique]

DOSES Specific progranme for the Research and Devel opment of Statistica
Expert Systens (Eurostat)
[ Programme spécifique de recherche-dével oppenent des systenes
experts en statistique]

DSl S Distributed Statistics Information System (Eurostat)
[Systénme d' Information Statistique Réparti]



ECCI

ECHP

ECMI
CEMT

EEA
EEE

EEA
AEE

EECI

EHLASS

EM
I VE

EMU
UEM

ESA
SEC

ESSPRCS

SESPRGOS

Fl SI Ms

G SCO

NACE

NI 'S
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Econom ¢ Accounts for Agriculture (Eurostat)
[ Compt es écononi ques de | ' agricul ture]

Eur opean Enpl oynent Cost |ndex (Eurostat)
Eur opean Coor di nat ed Househol d Panel s (Eurostat)

The European Conference of Mnisters of Transport
[ Conf érence Européenne des M nistres des Transports]

Eur opean Economi c Area (Eurostat)
[ Espace écononi que eur opéen]

Eur opean Environment Agency (Eurostat)
[ Agence européenne de |'environnenment]

Eur opean Enpl oynent Costs I ndex (Eurostat)
[I ndice européen du colt de |a main-d' oeuvre]

Eur opean Hone and Lei sure Accident Surveillance System (Eurostat)
[ Syst éme européen de contrdle des accidents au foyer et lors des
activités de loisir]

Eur opean Monetary Institute (Eurostat)
[Institut nonétaire européen]

Econom ¢ and Mnetary Union (Eurostat)
[ Uni on économ que et nonétaire]

Eur opean System of integrated national Accounts (Eurostat)
[ Syst éme eur opéen de conptes nati onaux i ntégrés]

Eur opean System of Integrated Social Protection Statistics
(Eur ost at)

[ Syst éme européen de statistiques intégrées de Ia Protection
Soci al e]

Fi nanci al Internediation Services Indirectly Measured (in the
Eur opean System of Accounts, ESA 95)

CGeographic Informati on System for the Comm ssion

CGeneral Industrial Cassification of Economc Activities within the
Eur opean Communi ti es (Eurostat)

[ Nomencl ature général e des activités économ ques dans |es
Conmunaut és Eur opéennes]

New | ndependent States (former Republics of the USSR)
Nouveaux Etats |ndépendants



CES/ 1999/ 30

Annex |
page 12
NSI National Statistical Institutes (Eurostat)
I NS [Instituts nationaux de statistique]
NUTS Nomencl ature of Territorial Units for Statistics (Eurostat)

[ Nomencl ature des unités territoriales statistiques]
oW d CECD Worl d data Network
PHARE Action plan for coordinated aid for restructuring economes in
Pol and and Hungary ( Eurostat)
[ Pol ogne-Hongri e Assistance a |la Restructurati on des Econom es]
PIT Partners in Transition (Hungary, Poland, Czech and Sl ovak Republics)

PPP Pur chasi ng Power Parities

SCCTAS Steering Comm ttee to Coordi nate Technical Assistance in Statistics
to countries of the former Soviet Union

SERI EE Col | ection of economc information on the environnent (Eurostat)
[Collecte d'informati ons économ ques sur |'environnenent]

SERT Busi ness statistics and tel ematics networks (Eurostat)
[Statistiques des Entreprises et Réseaux Tél émati ques]

SI RENE System of Distributed Information on Energy (Eurostat)

SMVE Smal | and Medi um si zed Enterprises (Eurostat)
PMVE [Petites et noyennes entreprises]

SOPEM Cont i nuous Reporting System on M gration
[ Systénme d' observati on pernanente des mgrations]

SPC Statistical Programre Committee (Eurostat)
CPS [Comté du Programme Statistique]
SPEL Sectoral production and i ncone nodel for Conmunity Agricul ture

(Eur ost at)
[ Model e de | a production et des revenus du secteur agricole
comunaut ai r e]

TACI S Techni cal Assistance CI'S (Eurostat)

TES Trai ni ng of European Statisticians (Eurostat)
[ Formation des statisticiens européens]

TRAI NS Transport Information System (Eurostat)
[Gestion statistique des transports terrestres]

UCE UNESCO- OECD- Eur ost at (j oi nt questi onnaire on education statistics)
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Annex |1

ECE secretariat resources expected to be available for the work programre
of the Conference of European Statisticians in 1999/2000 and 2000/ 2001

1. The programe of work of the Conference of European Statisticians for
1999/ 2000 and 2000/2001 is presented in addenda 1-7 of this note, in
conjunction with the planned statistical work programres of other

i nternational and supranational organizations whose work relates to ECE, EU
and OECD countries.

2. Thi s annex contains informati on on the amount of ECE secretari at
resources that are expected to be available for the Conference's work
programme for the two year period comrencing in July 1999, for the Conference
to take into account when deciding on its own work programre.

3. In considering its draft progranme of work for the com ng two year
period, the Conference is also invited to take the follow ng information
about secretariat resources into account. It responds to the provisions of

t he Econom ¢ Commi ssion for Europe s decisions E (48) on the provision of
adequate resources for the servicing of the priority and other sectors of the
Econom ¢ Commi ssion for Europe and | (48) on reporting fromthe Subsidiary
Bodi es to the Comm ssion:

The draft budget for the 2000-2001 bi enni um makes provision for the
UN ECE Statistical Division to be conprised of 37 regul ar budget posts?
of which 192 are to be devoted to work of the Conference. The salary

! Thirty-six of the 37 regul ar budget posts are in the "core" (Section
18) budget of the ECE. The additional post is the Statistical Division's
Regi onal Adviser post, which is financed from Section 21 ("Regular
programe of technical cooperation”) of the budget.

z Last year s Integrated Presentation reported 21 posts for the
Conference. Since then, of those 21 posts, one junior professiona
post and two General Service posts have been transferred fromthe
support work for the Conference to support work carried out in the
Statistical Division on economc data collection required in producing
the Economi c Survey for Europe three tines a year. |In addition, as a
result of the Reform of the ECE which the Econom ¢ Comm ssion for

Eur ope adopted at its April 1997 session, one junior professional post
is to be transferred fromthe ECE s Popul ation Activities Unit to the
Statistical Division in January 2000 to support the work of the
Conf er ence.
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and rel ated costs associated with these regul ar budget posts are
expected to conprise nore than 98% of the budgetary allocation, and the
remai ning part is conposed of small amounts available for officia
travel, consultants, equipnment and external printing of publications.

As noted above, of the staff costs, 19 posts are available for the work
of the Conference of European Statisticians. The renmaining 18 posts are
i ntended for work that the Statistical Division perfornms for other

Di visions of the ECE. This refers to the work the Statistical Division
does for the Econom c Analysis Division (15 posts), and to the ECE
Graphi cal Design Unit which provides graphics design work for all parts
of the ECE (3 posts). This resource base is supplemented by 5% of the
UNOG (United Nations Ofice at Geneva) costs apportioned to ECE for
conference services, which is absorbed by the Conference of European
Statisticians.

The work of the Statistical Division is also being supported during the
2000- 2001 bi enni um by sone extra-budgetary funds. The extra-budgetary
funding invol ved pertains to the follow ng areas: (i) the UNFPA-funded
proj ect on popul ati on and housi ng censuses, which is ained at assisting
countries in transition and particularly newy independent states in

pl anni ng and organi zing their 2000 round popul ati on and housi ng census;
(ii) the UNDP-financed project on social reporting and human

devel opnent, which is ained at assisting countries in transition in
produci ng a wi de range of basic social statistics for inclusion in

nati onal and international yearbooks of social statistics; and (iii) a
possi bl e addi ti onal UNDP-financed project ainmed at devel opi ng and
strengthening the national statistical capability of Bosnia and

Her zegovi na. The Statistical Division has an additional two extra-
budgetary posts to facilitate its nmanaging work in these projects.

O the 19 regul ar budget secretariat posts available to service the
wor k programre of the Conference of European Statisticians, they are
pl anned to be allocated to the followi ng work areas during the com ng

year:
16% wi || be devoted to programme activity 1 (Organization and
operation of statistical services);
21% wi Il be devoted to programme activity 2 (Technica
i nfrastructure and other cross-cutting issues);
33% wi Il be devoted to programe activity 3 (Econom c statistics);
13% wi Il be devoted to programme activity 4 (Social and denographic

statistics);
5% wi ||l be devoted to progranme activity 5 (Environnent
statistics); and
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12% wi || be devoted to programme activity 6 (Di ssem nation and
support for secretariat activities).

O the 37 posts available to the Division in the 2000-2001 bi enni um
six were vacant at the end of March 1999. Four of them are professiona
posts and two are general services posts. O these, three are intended
to support the work of the Conference, and three are intended to
support the work the Statistical Division perfornms for other divisions
in the ECE. The three vacant posts that are intended to support the
wor k of the Conference are conprised of two professional post in the
field of econonmic statistics (one of which is the post of the Regiona
Adviser in Statistics), and the other is a general service post in the
field of environnent statistics. The Executive Secretary infornmed the
Bureau during the Bureau s February 1999 neeting that because of
budgetary difficulties the Statistical Division s Regional Adviser post
woul d probably have to remain vacant throughout 1999.

The nunber of half-day nmeeting sessions with interpretation used to
support the work of the Conference of European Statisticians in the
past one-year period (i.e. from1 April 1998 through 31 March 1999), in
accordance with Comm ssion Decision O(45), was 35 (this amunts to 7%
of the total number of half-day neeting sessions with interpretation
that ECE had during this period).



