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| nt roduction

1. At the first neeting of the Parties to the Convention on Environmenta

| npact Assessnment in a Transboundary Context (18-20 May 1998), it was agreed that
the work-plan for the inplenentation of the Convention for 1998-2000 shoul d

i nclude work on public participation in a transboundary context (ECE M. ElA 2,
annex VI, item4). The objective was to strengthen the application of public
participation in environmental inpact assessnent (EIA) in a transboundary
context, in accordance with the rel evant provisions of the Convention

2. According to the work-plan, draft gui dance would be prepared, with the
participation of countries in transition and NGOs, on the basis of existing

| egi sl ation, guidelines and research docunents, including a report on

i nternati onal and national documents and experiences with public participation
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3. The Russi an Federation would act as lead country in the preparation of a
wor kshop (tentatively schedul ed for February 2000) and draft guidance. Italy
pl edged financial support and other countries mght also provide funds. The
secretariat would provide practical assistance.

Activities between June 1998 and June 1999

4, The | ead country nom nated M. Ni kolai Gishin of the Centre for

Envi ronnental Projects (CEP-Mscow) to nmanage the preparations. According to the
wor k-plan, the | ead country anal ysed the existing international (including the
Aar hus Convention) and national docunents, |egislation, guidelines and research
docunents dealing with public participation in EIA especially in a transboundary
cont ext .

5. The State Committee for Environnmental Protection of the Russian Federation
mandated the Centre for Environmental Projects to organize public participation
in transboundary EIA. CEP- Moscow organi zed the public participation, on the
Russi an Federation's side, in the EIA of the “Loviisa-3" nuclear power plant in
Finl and. The practical aspects of public participation in EIA in a transboundary
context were al so discussed at the Wrkshop on the practical application of the
Convention, which took place in Helsinki in May-June 1999 (see

MP. El A/ WG. 1/ 1999/ 5) .

6. The activities between June 1998 and June 1999 have provided a better
under st andi ng of the general situation and the issues related to the organi zation
of public participation in EIA in accordance with the provisions of the
Convention. For instance, there are different traditions and | evels of

| egi sl ative backing for public participation in EIAin the States Parties or
Signatories to the Convention. Differences in cultural traditions and

| egi sl ati on shoul d be taken into account when organi zing public participation in
ElI A, particularly in a transboundary context. Sone problenms are |inked to the
translation and dissemnation of information. |In this respect the deadlines for
the authorities and the public to subnmit coments should be carefully considered,
as they are not further elaborated in the Convention. These issues are
particularly inmportant for the countries in transition

7. All activities nmentioned above (with the exception of the Wrkshop
menti oned in para. 5) were sponsored by the Russian Federation (CEP-Mscow).
Participation in the Wrkshop in Hel sinki was nmade possi ble thanks to the
financial support fromthe event’s organizers.

Future activities

8. After the first meeting of the Wrking Group and in accordance with the
timetable, draft guidance will be prepared and submtted to the Workshop for
di scussi on and possible revision. The Wrkshop’s report, with a draft decision
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and the guidance, will then be presented at the second neeting of the Wbrking

Group for finalization. Finally, it will be submtted to the Parties at their
second meeting for possible adoption. Future activities will be carried out
according to the time schedule below. These activities will include: a second

pil ot project for the practical study of organizing public participation in ElA
consultation with the Convention’s secretariat on whomto invite to the Wrkshop
including countries in transition and NGOs; devel opment of the first draft of the
gui dance on public participation in EIA;, sending this draft to citizens’ groups,
to the Convention’s secretariat and to the Whrkshop’s partici pants; organizing
the Workshop in the Russian Federation; and devel opment of the next version of
the draft of the guidance for subm ssion to the Wirking Group at its second

nmeeti ng.

Tinetable for the preparation of the draft gui dance

1998

June- Decenber Col l ection of materials on public participation in
envi ronnental inpact assessnment at the nationa
and international |evels

1999

January- February Practical study on the organi zation of public
participation in transboundary environnenta
i npact assessnent (pilot project: Russian public
participation in transboundary EI A of Finnish
nucl ear power plant “Loviisa-3")

Mar ch- Apri | Anal ysis of the |l egislative and theoretica
aspects of materials on public participation in
envi ronnental inpact assessnment at the nationa
and international |evels

May- June Participation in the Wrkshop on transboundary ElI A

in Hel sinki and analysis of the practical aspects
of public participation in an environmental i npact
assessnment in a transboundary context based on

di scussions wi th Workshop partici pants and
representatives of Finnish firns
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Jul y- Sept enber

Sept enber

Sept enber - Decenber

Decemnber

2000
January- February

February

May

Cct ober

Practical study on the organi zation of public
participation in transboundary environnenta

i npact assessnent (second pilot project: Russian
public participation in EIA of Finnish disposa
facility of spent nucl ear fuel-project “Posiva”)

Consultation with the Convention's secretariat to
decide on the participants to be invited to the
Wor kshop in the Russian Federation

Devel opnment of the first draft of the gui dance on
public participation in environmental inpact
assessnment in a transboundary context under the
UN/ ECE Conventi on

Finalization of the first draft of the guidance.
Sending this draft to citizens’ group, to the
Convention’s secretariat and to the prospective
partici pants of the Wrkshop in the Russian
Federati on, including representatives of countries
in transition and NGOs

Recei ving and anal ysing the comments on the first
draft of the guidance. Preparing the second draft
for the Workshop in the Russian Federation

Organi zati on of the Workshop. Devel opnent of the
final version of the draft of the guidance and
sending it to the Convention's secretari at

Participation in the second neeting of the Wrking
Group on EIA where the draft guidance will be
presented for finalization

Participation in the second neeting of the
Parties, where the draft will be presented for
consi derati on and possi bl e adoption



