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The neeting was called to order at 10.10 a.m

ADOPTI ON OF THE AGENDA AND OTHER ORGANI ZATI ONAL MATTERS (agenda item 1)
(conti nued)

Requests from non-governnental organizations for hearings (E 1999/95
and Add. 1)

The PRESI DENT said he wi shed to announce that statenents nmade from

t he podi um were being broadcast |ive on the Internet and requested speakers to
provide, if possible, floppy disks of their statenents.

He took it that there was no objection to the Council hearing the
statenments of the non-governmental organizations (NG3s) listed in
documents E/1999/95 and Add. 1.

[t was so deci ded.

THE ROLE OF EMPLOYMENT AND WORK | N POVERTY ERADI CATI ON: THE EMPOWNERMENT AND
ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN (agenda item 2) (continued) (E/ 1999/44, 50, and 53;
E/ 1999/ L. 21)

Ms. RIVIERE (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul tura

Organi zation (UNESCO ) said that the tinme had come for studies, reports and
recommendati ons to give way to genuine political will. The globalization
process, although beneficial, should not be an objective in itself; market
forces needed to be guided by human w sdom

Endogenous enpower nent, which nust be the first priority in any
poverty-eradi cation strategy, required that national budgets should increase
their share of social spending, especially on rural wonen and girls. One form
of external assistance was debt cancellation or debt swaps. Qutright grants
were al so preferable to | oans, which started the vicious circle that
per petuated financi al dependence.

I nvestment in education and training, especially free primary
education - for women and girls in particular - yielded high returns. She
appl auded the achi evements of the world' s nine nost popul ous countries, which
had pl edged at the New Del hi Sunmit convened by UNESCO to increase basic
education coverage and the share of GNP spent on education, and many of which
had attained or even exceeded the target. Even the total national budget of
many devel opi ng countries could never provide high-quality formal basic
education for all. To “reach the unreached”, alternative and flexible
| ow-cost formal and non-formal education nust be provided in the form of

trai ni ng programes, based on local initiative and know edge, that were geared
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to | earners' needs, including their nother tongue. Information and
comuni cation technol ogi es and the active participation of all sectors could
be instrunental .

To that end, UNESCO was focusing on formal and non-formal educationa
opportunities for the poor. They included guidance and counselling for girls
and wonen, intensive skills training, revitalization of traditional know edge
in freshwater managenent, preservation and restoration of heritage sites,
crafts conbining traditional and nodern techni ques, and capacity-building and
soci al services to encourage sustainable mcro-credit schenes and pronote
| earning and literacy.

She war ned, however, against basic-needs satisfaction that relied solely
on basic education and literacy. Endogenous enpowernment was i npossible
wi thout the cultural, technical and scientific autonony crucial to effective
and enduring poverty eradication, which depended on the capacity of
i ndi vi dual s, groups and peoples to master their destiny. Hence the need to
devel op national scientific and technol ogical potential. She urged the
current session to set unanbiguous targets - 0.05 or even 0.1 per cent - of
annual gross national product (GNP) for investnent in national science and
technol ogy capacity-building over 6 to 10 years.

In conclusion, she stressed the close |ink between poverty eradication
and peace building. Properly enpowered, wonen could be a nobilizing force for
the attai nnent of the ainms of international peace and the conmon wel fare of
manki nd - in other words, a “culture of peace” - as set forth in the
United Nations Charter and the Constitution of UNESCO

Ms. SADIK (Executive Director, United Nations Popul ati on Fund
(UNFPA)) recalled that the aimof the Programme of Action adopted at the 1994
Cairo Internati onal Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opment was to inprove
the quality of life and well-being and stabilize the world popul ati on by
acknow edgi ng the |inks between popul ati on and devel opnent policies and the
various social progranmmes designed to guarantee all human rights, including
the right to development. At the recent Special Session of the United Nations
General Assenbly held to mark the fifth anniversary of the Internationa
Conf erence on Popul ati on and Devel opment, that consensus had been renewed
and strengthened in another | andmark docunent setting forth key actions by

whi ch Governments, civil society and the international comrunity could attain
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the 1994 objectives. A nunmber of pragmatic and practical reconmendations
covered a variety of health, popul ation and poverty-eradi cation issues with a
direct bearing on the subject of the high-level segnent. They dealt with
popul ati on and devel oprment policies and programes, the need for a better
grasp of the Iink between popul ati on, poverty and gender equity and for
poverty-eradi cation programres to target fermal e and femal e- headed househol ds,
pronmoti on of gender equity, equality and enpowernent of women, and the

i nclusi on of gender perspectives in all devel opnent policies and programmes.
Reproductive rights and reproductive health were deemed to be essentia

el ements of all devel opment activities, especially health-sector programes,
not only in thenselves, but also to address poverty-induced inequalities and
i nequities.

G obal i zati on shoul d be examined in the context of poverty eradication
Despite the undoubted advantages of a free market, it had clearly exacerbated
the gap between rich and poor countries and between the rich and poor within
countries, and had often resulted in the neglect of the social sector, despite
t he acknow edged fact that social investnment underpi nned and guarant eed
econom c growth. Social policy had to be steered towards a humane outcone,
with due regard for the needs of the vul nerable and the destitute, npst of
whom were wonmen and chil dren

The United Nations system and the Bretton Wods institutions had taken
important initiatives ainmed at eradicating poverty and enhanci ng social and

econonmi ¢ devel opnent. They included the 1998 ACC Statenment of Commitnent to

Eradi cate Poverty, and Freedom from Poverty: A Franework for Action, as well

as the work of the Inter-Agency Task Forces on Basic Social Services for All,
Enmpl oyment and Sust ai nabl e Li vel i hoods, and an Enabl i ng Environnment for
Econom ¢ and Soci al Devel opnment, all of which benefited fromthe pooling of
the United Nations systenlis various components, including its normative
capacity and operational experience, and could be incorporated i nto conmon
country assessnents (CCAs) and the United Nations Devel opnent Assi stance
Framewor k ( UNDAF) .

The international community's commtnments to poverty eradication nust be
supported by equal commitnents to resource provision. Attainnment of gl oba
conference objectives was al ready being derailed - particularly in the poorest

countries - by failure to neet agreed goals, as a result of declining officia
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devel opnent assi stance (ODA) and nounting debt burdens. That shortfall was
al ready underm ni ng reproductive health, increasing infant, child and naterna
mortality and norbidity, and depriving couples of fertility control. The

wor st affected were, of course, the poorest countries and the poorest groups
in countries. The challenge for the international donor community was to
adhere to its commtnents for resource nobilization

UNFPA was firmly committed to working with all partner countries, the
entire United Nations systemand civil society in order to attain all the
goal s set at the global conferences and thus contribute to poverty
eradi cation. Experience and know edge nust, however, be acconpani ed by
concerted efforts. On 12 Cctober 1999, the world popul ati on woul d have
reached 6 billion. Ws it to be allowed to increase still further? UNFPA was
willing to work with the Council nenbers to ensure achi evenent of the goal of
poverty eradication by 2015.

Ms. BERGH (Observer for Sweden), having endorsed the statenent
made on behal f of the European Union, said that the role of enploynment and
work was rightly stressed in discussions on poverty eradication, but not so
t he empower ment and advancenent of wonen as a neans to that end.

She drew attention to the huge disparities between nen and women in
virtually all spheres worldw de. The vast mgjority of wonen - especially the
poor - were overburdened by the strains of paid and unpaid work. Enpowernent
of wonen was a challenge to nale supremacy and was designed to combat the
perception of wonen as inferior, and therefore subordinate, to nen. It was a
prerequisite for effective poverty-eradication and enpl oynent poli cies.

Empower nent meant equal participation in, and representation at, al
| evel s of political and public life together with equal opportunities. One
essential ingredient of Sweden's building of a denocratic society had been to
ensure that wonmen and nmen participated on equal terns in decision-nmaking.
Sweden had as many female as male ministers and wonen held 43 per cent of the
seats in Parliament, in contrast to the global figure of 5 per cent of
governnment posts and 10 per cent of parliamentary seats. In that connection
she congratul ated South Africa on its huge increase in women's active
participation in politics since the recent el ections, which proved that
political will was capable of reversing trends and pronoting wonen's

enpower nent .
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Further action was needed to give wonen equal access to enploynent, |and
and credit. Wthout gainful enploynment and econom c resources, a wonman was
hard put to escape froma situation of donestic violence. Standards had
traditionally been set by men, often the sole breadw nners, a situation that
shoul d be addressed through | egal and other reforms and the renoval of gender
barriers in all areas of life.

Her del egation wi shed to nmake five basic recommendati ons: a gender
perspective should be systematically applied in the Wrld Bank's Wrld
Devel opnment Report on Poverty: 2000-2001; social safety nets should be
designed to protect wonen from donestic violence: there should be a stronger
focus on nmen's help in enmpoweri ng wonen; close cooperation of the socia
partners was needed to enhance gender equality; and firm United Nations action
shoul d be taken to mai nstream gender into all the policies and progranmes of
the systemand to ensure that it was nonitored and eval uated at the highest
| evel .

M. SAADI (Mrocco), having wel comed the Secretary-Ceneral's
report (E/1999/53) endorsed the views and concerns expressed by the spokesnman
of the Goup of 77, said that Mdrocco was undergoi ng a uni que period of
transition, which would nobilize people to conbat poverty with the
participation of the victins thenselves. Hi s authorities had formnul ated
policies based on the three objectives of accelerating the gromh rate in the
i nterest of job generation; speeding up integration, especially in the rura
areas; and conbating social inequalities. The social sector's share of the
nati onal budget had increased substantially between 1998 and 1999. A socia
devel opnent agency had been set up to combat poverty and a | aw had been
enacted to provide access to mcro-credit.

A national plan of action had been fornulated to integrate wonen and
ensure their active participation in developnment and in social-sector bodies.
It conprised literacy and health services for nothers and chil dren, education
enpl oynment pronotion, and the enhancenent of the status of wonmen under the | aw
and in politics, and a canpai gn had been | aunched to i ncrease awareness of
those i ssues. However, government efforts alone did not suffice; concerted
i nternati onal assistance was needed to nobilize external funding. He

therefore called for restraint on the international financial markets so as
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not to hanper devel opnent efforts. The nost effective neans of conbating
poverty and achi eving devel opment and stability was national and internationa
partnershi p anong Governnments, NGOs and the private sector

Ms. MARINESCU (Observer for Romania) wel coned the fact that the

di scussions in the high-level segment were focused on the United Nations
system s concern with international support for structures that would provide
a decent life for all. She agreed with the Secretary-Ceneral that

United Nations action should seriously address real -econony issues. By

pl aci ng devel opnent at the centre of its agenda, the United Nations had again
shown that prosperity and stability were political realities and not sinply
fall-out fromthe trade-liberalization and technol ogical progress of

gl obal i zat i on.

Her country's conplex transition process posed many difficulties that
could cause instability. Experience had shown that economic |iberalization
did not automatically devel op markets, nor was it a direct source of economc
growt h; the outcome of the transition depended solely on the country's actua
economi c situation. Bold intervention by the executive had not been
successful and technol ogi cal progress was eroding the authorities
intervention capacity. That being said, the executive and | egislature were
still responsible for mtigating the danage caused by the markets, devel oping
citizen potential and participation, and fairly distributing the fruits of
econom ¢ growt h.

Her Government had concentrated its efforts on applying the Copenhagen
Summit recommendations to fight poverty during the 1996-2005 period and had
founded a national anti-poverty comm ssion nade up of representatives of the
various sectors. Aided by the United Nations, the Comm ssion had devel oped a
project with the ains of preparing a methodol ogy for poverty definition and
eval uation at the national, regional and |ocal |evels; preparing a nationa
anti-poverty strategy; engaging in institutional capacity-building for the
frami ng and inplenentation of anti-poverty policies; and pronoting public
participation in anti-poverty activities.

The M nistry of Labour and Social Affairs was inplementing a
conprehensive programre it had devel oped on the basis of |egislative and
adm ni strative measures to increase enployment. Decision-making had been

decentralized with the establishnment of the National Agency for Enploynent and
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Vocational Training. |In the wake of enterprise restructuring, specia
programes had been established to assist lay-offs, and the Wrld Bank had
nmade US$ 8.5 nillion available for the purpose. A 70 per cent subsidy had
been granted since 1997 to enployers recruiting graduates on a fixed-term
contract of at least three years. It was expected that, by 1999, there would
be sone 60,000 beneficiaries - 90 per cent of them unenpl oyed - of the free
annual vocational -training programmes also run by the Mnistry.

Equal opportunities and equal treatnent for wonen and nen was a
particularly inmportant issue. Her Governnment, in its efforts to increase
femal e enpl oynment and participation in wealth-creation, sought to inplenent
the right to equality through the adoption of pertinent |aws and regul ati ons
and facilitation of action by individuals and the social partners.

The Governnent's Social Programme for 1998-2000 was designed to enhance
the social protection of the nost vul nerable nenbers of society and inprove
access to mcro-credit.

The United Nations systemmnmust play a new role in establishing a culture
of national responsibility and international solidarity to guarantee
prosperity for all in a world increasingly integrated through its gl oba
econony. The concl usions contained in the Mnisterial Comuni qué to be
adopted would certainly help to energize the processes involved in econom c
and soci al devel opment.

M s. BLONDI N- ANDREW (Canada) said that the Fourth World Conference

on Wonen had identified “wonen and the econony” and “wonmen and poverty” as two
critical areas that Governnents, the international conmmunity and civil society
nmust address in their efforts to pronote gender equality. The Beijing
Platform for Action underlined the need for strategic action to pronote
wonen's econom ¢ rights and i ndependence and the Council's own agreed
concl usi ons on poverty eradication and on the integration of a gender
perspective into all its programmes and policies had built on and further
devel oped those commitnents. In that connection, it should not be forgotten
that the first step in developing a positive future for wonen and eradicating
poverty was to ensure that girl children received the same nurturing, support
and education as boys.

In the context of the preparations for the forthcom ng Beijing Plus Five

review, a critical exam nation by the Council of the neasures being taken to
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enhance wonmen's access to and benefit from paid enpl oynment was both
appropriate and tinely. Wnen constituted a powerful force for economc
progress. In Canada, wonen's participation in the paid |abour force had grown
steadily over the past two decades and wonen were starting small businesses at
twice the rate of nen. Currently, wonen owned one-third of all small and
medi um si zed enterprises and in 1997 those busi nesses had created nore jobs
than the 100 | argest conpanies. Canadi an wonen al so continued to nake
significant gains in education. Half of all fermale 20-year-olds were now

gr aduat es.

Neverthel ess, in both Canada and the world in general, wonen did not
benefit equally with men fromtheir skills and contributions, nor did they
participate fully in those sectors of the econony in which well-paid and
hi ghly-skilled jobs were growing. They were over-represented in insecure
part-tinme and sel f-enpl oyed work. Their disproportionate share of
under -renuner ated and unrenunerated work continued to feed a cycle of poverty.

The poverty of wonmen was inextricably linked to their position in the
econony. Discrimnation in enploynent opportunities and pay, together with
heavy burdens of famly responsibility, continued to di senpower womnen
economically. In recent years noreover, their situation had been affected by
the gl obal econonmic recession and by restructuring policies which did not take
their circunmstances fully into account.

Her Government had taken significant steps towards addressi ng sone of
the major issues relating to wonen's access to and benefit from paid
enpl oynment. Policies and progranmmes had al so been devel oped to ensure that
worren benefited fromthe energi ng know edge- based econony by pronmoting their
entry into science, technology and mathemati cs-rel ated career paths; by
promoting skills devel opment through lifelong | earning; and by encouragi ng
wor kpl ace policies that recognized famly responsibilities. Inits
i nternati onal cooperation activities, her Government enphasized that gender
equality was not only essential to sound devel opment practise but also and | ay
at the heart of economi c and social progress.

Wnen's participation in the econony coul d best be enhanced through a
mul ti faceted approach - involving both policies specifically designed to
redress gender inequalities and the systematic and visible incorporation of a

gender perspective into all programmes. 1In so doing, Governments shoul d be
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gui ded by their obligations under such international instruments as the
Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts and the Convention on the Elimnation of
all Forns of Discrimnation Against Wnen.

The Council had a leading role to play in ensuring continuing support
for gender mainstream ng throughout the United Nations system The draft
M ni sterial Conmmuni qué, which her del egation fully supported, contained many
i nportant messages in that regard. In the canpai gn agai nst poverty, it should
be borne in mnd that even in poverty there was a hierarchy and that the
speci al problens of the nmost vul nerable groups such as mnority wonen, the
el derly, children and the disabled, nmust receive special consideration

M. Mangoaela (Lesotho), Vice-President took the Chair

Ms. NANDI - NDAI TWAH (Observer for Nam bia), having endorsed the

statement made by the observer for Guyana on behalf of the Group of 77 and
China, said that the thene of the high-level segnment had been enphasi zed at
nmost of the global international conferences and the fourth Wrld Conference
on Wnen had categorically stated that sustainable devel opment would remain
elusive for the vast majority of the world' s poor unless wonen partici pated
equally in all spheres of decision-making and policy devel opment. In anal ysing
and conbating poverty, increased attention nust be paid to gender differences.
The eradication of poverty was a goal within reach, its causes and effects
were well documented and there was no shortage of initiatives or progranmes
but the inplenentation of those progranmes was still a daunting task.

On its accession to i ndependence, Nam bia had been faced with the task
of rectifying the effects of nore than a century of colonial rule. Apartheid
policies catering for a privileged mnority had left the vast majority of
Nam bi ans in poverty. Her Government was striving to deal with the ensuing
chal | enges whi ch were conpounded by a rapid increase in population. A
five-year national devel opment plan, adopted in 1995, included specific
measures to combat poverty. A national task force on poverty reduction had
been set up consisting of representatives of the Governnent, the private
sector and the NGGCs. Education, health, agriculture and housing had been
declared priority areas and approxi mtely half the total budget was devoted to
those four sectors. Sone progress had been made, in the face of many
difficulties. The nunber of schools and primry school enrol ment had both

i ncreased. The nunber of boys and girls in primary schools were al nost the
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same but the proportion of girls decreased at the secondary |level. There were
no restrictions on the choice of subjects, but fermal e students tended to

foll ow gender-stereotyped and traditional courses which led to enmpl oynent in

| owpaid jobs. The nortality rate for children under five had fallen

from83 per 1,000 live births in 1992 to 57 per 1,000 live births in 1997.

The m ni mum State pension, payable to all Nam bians at the age of 60, had been
increased to N$ 160 a nonth for both sexes.

Research on drought resistant crops was at an advanced stage and
denonstrati on centres had been set up ainmed at diversifying agricultura
production and devel opi ng a food-processing industry. As for the water
supply, 95 per cent of urban areas and 62 per cent of rural areas currently
had access to clean water. In 1998, wonen constituted 48.4 per cent of al
civil servants and 90 of them were in nanagenent-|evel posts, as against only
two at i ndependence.

The Nam bi an Constitution guaranteed gender equality. |n Decenber 1997,
the Governnent had proposed a National Gender Policy and, in 1998, a Cender
Nati onal Plan of Action, both of which had been adopted by Parlianent in
April 1999. The National Gender Policy outlined the policy framework and
established guidelines for its inplementation, coordination and nonitoring.
The National Gender Plan of Action set targets for and actions to be taken
over a five-year period.

In Nam bia and other States nmenbers of the Southern African Devel opnent
Comunity (SADC), special priority was being given to the econom c enpower nent
of wonen through programmes to encourage wonen to participate in mcroeconomc
activities through cooperatives and small and medi um scale enterprises. In
July 2000, Nam bia was to host the first SADC Wonen in Business Trade Fair

Ms. GOVEZ (Spain) having associated her delegation fully with the
statenment by the observer for Finland on behalf of the European Union, said
that basing itself on the general agreenent regarding the interrelationship
bet ween enpl oynment, educati on, poverty reduction and gender equality, her
Government had intensified its efforts to pronote nore and better job
opportunities as an essential factor in poverty reduction, particularly in
respect of the groups nost seriously affected. Since the vast mgjority of
persons living in poverty were wonmen, the job creation policies had been

tackl ed from a gender perspective and, in accordance with the ains set out by
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the special neeting on enpl oynent of the European Council, Spain's 1999 Pl an
of Action for Enpl oynent required that equality of opportunity and the

i nclusi on of wonen should be incorporated into all the activities set out in
the Pl an.

Poverty often began with truancy or failure at school, often preceded by
a simlar lack of education on the part of the parents. Countries must thus
give priority to ensuring educational and occupational opportunity, providing
assi stance where necessary but not allowing palliative action to be a
substitute for real integration. |In that connection, it would be appropriate
to standardi ze the indicators for nonitoring and evaluating State policies.
The Council's current session was an opportunity for reflection and for
anal ysing the devel opment of State policies. It was inportant to stress that
poverty in any country should be regarded as a chall enge and a conm tnment for
all the rest. At the sane tinme, the special characteristics and cultura
identity of States nmust be respected.

Wonen and chil dren were undoubtedly the groups nost vul nerable to
poverty. Legislative nmeasures and programes nust be accompani ed by codes of
good practice which woul d encourage behavi oural change. At honme, at schoo
and in the workpl ace enphasis nust be placed on a denocratic approach and the
val ues of freedom solidarity, tolerance and equal rights. It was continuing
effort in those areas of daily life that would nake equality of rights between
men and wonen the norm

Wage discrimnation, obstacles to obtaining and keeping a job and
reconciling work and famly life nust continue to have priority attention
Stress nust also be laid on eradicating donestic violence. The specific
situation of wonmen deprived of freedom al so needed attention, not only those
in prison but also those women who were the subject of trafficking and were
hel d wi thout freedomin many parts of the world. Wnmen and children who | eft
their own country in search of a better life were sonetines |left wthout any
protection. States should therefore intensify the coordi nati on between their
adm ni strations and the NGGs. Joint operations and networks should be set up
with a view to preventing exploitative networks fromthriving at the expense

of poverty and ignorance.
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She wi shed to pay a special tribute to all those nen and women
everywhere who were working to bring about a juster world, who advocated
greater global solidarity and were tackling the problens of poverty, in the
name of the dignity and quality of life of all human persons.

M. RIMUNAS (Cbserver for Lithuania) said that poverty reduction

was one of the main steps towards sustainabl e devel opnment. Poverty produced
i gnorance and illiteracy, a |lack of jobs and opportunity, degraded the quality
of life and could lead to intol erance and social unrest. The econom c crises
of recent years had served to underline the challenge that faced national and
i nternational policy nmakers in addressing the problens of poverty. Poverty
reduction called for productive enploynent, but any successful strategy nust
address both soci o-econoni ¢ and gender-specific policy issues, starting with
the recognition that gender inequality was a real barrier. Special attention
must be given, therefore, to securing the access of women to education and
training, equal enploynent opportunities, the reconciliation of famly and
working |ife, and equal access to and control over econom c resources and
opportunities.

Various aspects of the topic before the Council had been subjected to
in-depth analysis at the Wrld Summit for Social Devel opnent and the Fourth
Worl d Conference on Woren. Wth a view to identifying the progress that had
been nmade in the aftermath of those conferences, the constraints encountered
and the lessons |earned, and to forrmulating a national strategy for poverty
eradi cation, the President of his country had established a National Comittee
on the Copenhagen Decl arati on, headed by the M nister of Social Security and
Labour. Governnent experts, together with representatives of NGOs and of the
I nternational Labour Organization (1LO and United Nations Devel opment
Programme (UNDP), were preparing strategies and policies ained at alleviating
poverty. The discussion in the Council denonstrated the inportance of
i ncl udi ng a gender-nmai nstream ng approach in those strategies. According to
the Lithuani an experts, the programme to eradi cate poverty needed to be an
active one. Jobs nust be created in the | abour market; nmuch attention needed
to be paid to and funds provided for the education and training of both young
peopl e and adults; tax policy should stinulate investnent and busi ness
devel opnent, with special attention to rural devel oprment; and an efficient

heal t h-care system needed to be devel oped.
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The establishment of a Governnental Commi ssion on Wonen's |ssues had
been a significant advance towards gender nmainstream ng. The Comm ssion
whi ch was conposed of high-level officials, was required to ensure that the
princi ple of gender equality was inplenented in all governnental policies and
strategies. On 1 Decenber 1998, the Parlianent of Lithuania had passed an Act
on equal opportunity. The Act included the appointnent of a special onbudsman
for gender equality. In addition, a special Division for Equal Opportunity in
t he Labour Market had been established within the Mnistry of Social Security
and Labour. Its main task would be to enforce the principle of
non-di scri m nation

M. GOONETILLEKE (Sri Lanka) said that the theme of the session

was of crucial inmportance to all States, since poverty was not confined to any
one part of an increasingly globalized world. The greatest burden, however,
was i nposed on the devel oping countries in general and the | east-devel oped
ones in particular. The Secretary-Ceneral's report on the subject (E 1999/53)
was conprehensi ve and thought-provoking and, as a result of the lively debate,
there was a better understanding of the problem However, that was no sol ace
to the world's poor. The alarmng fact was that the nunmber of persons in
absol ute poverty continued to grow while the Council was still engaged in

anal ysing the probl em and debating sol uti ons.

One of the comm tments nmade at the Copenhagen Social Summit had been to
hal ve the number of people below the poverty line by the year 2015. The
chal l enge and the target were clear. Consequently, no new anal yses,
comm tnents, resolutions or decisions were necessary. Wat remained to be
done was to take meaningful steps to realize the conmtments that had been
made, in the difficult econom c environnent brought about by gl obalization and
the crisis-ridden international financial and econom c scene.

G obal i zation was, alas, a fact of life. Countries at varying stages of
econonmi ¢ devel opnent were forced to interact with each other and, while sonme
woul d succeed, others would not, at least in the initial stage. The quality
of a country's workforce had becone a critical factor in taking advantage of
opportunities and m nimzing the social costs entailed by technol ogi ca
transformati on and the transition to an open econony.

G ven the inportance of the creation of enployment to the alleviation of

poverty, Governnents needed to recognize the rising demand for skilled | abour
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that resulted from gl obalization, technol ogical devel opment and changes in the
organi zati on of work. They nust al so recognize the crucial role of education
and training for new entrants to the job market, as well as retraining for
those who were made redundant by the effects of globalization and the
financial crisis. According to an |ILO study, over one billion workers, out of
a total global workforce of three billion, were either unenpl oyed or

under enmpl oyed at the end of 1998. The situation was |ikely to worsen when the
Mul ti-Fi bre Agreenment came to an end in the year 2004. The increased
conpetition would force tens of thousands of workers, mainly wonen, to join

t he unenmpl oyed. Sri Lanka woul d be one of the countries nost affected.

It had been estimated by UNDP that, to reduce poverty significantly over
the next two decades, devel oping countries needed to grow at a rate of about
6 per cent a year. The question was how the devel oping countries were to
achi eve such an ambitious rate of growth in the current econom c environnent.

H s del egati on acknow edged the fact that Governments bore the primry
responsi bility for addressing the problem of poverty in their own countries.
They nust make political conmtnments, take the steps necessary to raise the
| evel of investnent, provide transparent and accountabl e governance under
whi ch their econom es could grow, and inplement strategies to eradicate
poverty by providing education, training and retraining, in an equitable
manner, with a view to enpowering the poor, particularly poor wonen.

However, the devel oping countries could clearly not attain those goals
on their own. H s delegation was heartened, therefore, by the statenents of
the Secretary-General, the Director-General of the International Mnetary Fund
(I'MF) and the President of the World Bank, recognizing the role of the
nati onal and international support systemin the fight against poverty.
Recognition of the role that must be played bilaterally and multilaterally was
nmost encouraging. In that context, many devel oping countries had referred to
the inperative need to increase ODA and foreign direct investnent (FDI),
transfer of technology and so on

Sri Lanka had begun the task of poverty reduction sonme years previously.
It had liberalized its econony as far back as 1977 and had mai ntai ned a
reasonabl e and sustainable rate of growh of about 5 per cent with a focus on
soci al devel opnent. The peopl e-centred devel opment policies of successive

Governments had resulted in significant achi evements in human devel opnent as
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agai nst nmere econom c growmh, with equitable opportunities being provided for
both wonen and nen. The high quality of life indices achieved despite the
country's relatively nodest gross domestic product (GDP) had earned Sri Lanka
hi gh human devel opnent index ratings. However, as in the case of many

devel opi ng countries, the burden of poverty threatened to reverse those gains.

A poverty-eradication programe had been instituted to deal with the
problem The Samurdhi Programme, as it was known, was a productivity-oriented
programe designed to inprove the econom ¢ and social conditions of the famly
unit by enlisting the active participation of the public in devel opnent
activities. It covered one third of the entire popul ation, consisting of sonme
1.2 mllion famlies at the bottomof the income scale and sought to raise
their incone |level through a series of incone-generating activities. |Its
objective was to provide self-reliance by nurturing the capacities and
capabilities of the people through training and i nvestnment in productive
vent ures.

The tine had come to transformwords into deeds. Action was required on
all fronts and achi evenents shoul d be eval uated on a regul ar basis so that
corrections could be made as countries continued on the path towards
eradi cating poverty, providing enploynent and enpowering women. He hoped t hat
the devel oped countries as well as the international financial institutions
woul d help in achieving the goals that had been set.

Ms. FISCHEL (Observer for Costa Rica) said that, for severa
decades her Governnent had been taking inmportant steps towards the recognition
of the rights and needs of wonen and had conmitted itself to a nunber of
programes and policies designed to eradicate various kinds of discrimnation
Despite its efforts, however, exclusion and invisibility remained the | ot of
many wonen. The economic crisis of the 1980s had inposed high social costs on
Latin Anerica. Poverty had returned in force and the expression “the
fem ni zati on of poverty” had becone a cruel reality. Hi gh rates of

unempl oynment and a grow ng nunber of fenmal e-headed fanmilies evidenced the

decl i ne.
Despite all efforts, the | abour market was still divided on sex lines
owi ng to unequal conditions of wages and enpl oynent, |linmted opportunities for

education and training and restricted access by wonmen to resources.
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In the 1990s, about 30 per cent of the femal e heads of househol ds had
been empl oyed in the formal sector, many of themw thout full socia
safeguards. The rest were engaged in the informal sector, in still nore
difficult circunmstances. Poverty tended to be npbst concentrated anong young
worren with a | ack of education that prevented them from obtaining form
enpl oynment. O der women were another highly vul nerable group. Since 1970,
the femal e economically active popul ati on had been grow ng nmuch nore rapidly
than the male one. As in the rest of the world, however, the average incone
of Costa Rican wonen was |ower than that of nmen not only through
di scrimnation regardi ng access to enpl oynent but al so because of | ower wages.
It was noteworthy that, although wonen still earned | ess than nmen, 25 per cent
of wonen in enpl oynent had advanced professional qualifications, as opposed
to 14 per cent of men.

Agai nst the background of the Fourth World Conference on Wnen and its
Pl atform of Action, Costa Rica had pressed forward with |laws, institutions and
programes designed to pronote the advancenent of women and bring about their
recognition as agents and managers of their own devel opnent. |In particular
the content of policies had been changed with a view to progressing from
assi stance to action on behalf of gender equity and full developnent. Al the
advances that had been brought about so far were founded on |egislation
Since the Beijing Conference, 17 Acts and a nunber of decrees had been
promul gated to protect women's rights. Currently, adm nistrative,
programmati ¢ and budgetary steps were being taken to see that those |laws were
bei ng applied and attaining their objectives. Donestic violence had been
gi ven special attention

As for institutions, the National Centre for Wonmen and the Fam |y had
been strengthened by its conversion into a National Wmen's Institute. The
Institute possessed the relevant adm ni strative powers and nore resources had
been assigned to it. |Its Director held mnisterial rank. The Mnister for
the Status of Wnen was a menber of the Cabinet, thus ensuring that the gender
perspective was taken into account in all Cabinet decisions.

Qut st andi ng anong efforts to confront the chall enge of poverty and open

up opportunities for women was the so-called Solidarity Triangle. It was a
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mechani sm wher eby comunities, |ocal governments and public institutions
participated jointly in solving problens at the local level. It had proved a
resoundi ng success in one fourth the national territory.

M. ROSENTHAL (Observer for Guatemala) said that the mtigation or

eradi cation of poverty - and the generation of productive enploynent - had
been high on the agenda of the international community for many years. There
was i ncreasing awareness of the magnitude and characteristics of poverty,
thanks in part to the efforts of the United Nations. That awareness was both
encouragi ng and a cause for concern. It was encouraging that inpressive
strides could be made in a relatively short period of tine to inprove certain
aspects of human wel | -being - inoculation, provision of drinking water, the
elimnation of illiteracy, even respect for human rights - which had led to
i mprovenents globally and in his own country. On the other hand, in countries
i ke Guatemal a, where two thirds or nore of the population lived in poverty,
it was inadequate sinply to exercise willpower or transfer resources. The
causes of poverty were nmore conplex and little progress had been made in
conmbating it.

There were various categories of poverty, all of which occurred in his
country. They included the occasional poor - those who had |ost gainfu
enpl oynment, perhaps tenporarily; those afflicted by chronic poverty that was
passed on from generation to generation; those who were excluded and
vul nerabl e on account of their ethnic background or gender; and, lastly, young
peopl e who, for want of opportunities, neither studied nor worked and
constituted an ever-grow ng proportion of the poor. Each type of poverty
reacted differently to different policies, some of which pursued contradictory
obj ecti ves.

The obvi ous reaction was to generate productive enpl oynent
opportunities, through a far nore dynam c econoni c expansion than in recent
years. That, however, raised the question of the overall requirenents to be
fulfilled in order to achi eve higher growmh, such as the content and scope
of macroeconon ¢ management, comercial policy, institutional devel opnment
and the question of what should be the proper climte for investnent.
Internationally, the relevant issue was access to nmarkets, expertise and
resources: the international community was thus confronted with an extrenely

broad agenda.
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Not even dynamic growh ensured the creation of additional jobs; indeed,
Latin Anerica's experience over the past decade was that |iberalization, with
its greater efficiency and productivity, displaced | abour towards |ess
productive activities or marginalized it altogether. Nor was growh a
sufficient condition to ensure a dimnution of poverty. Oher public policies
were required, including social expenditure, job training, decentralization of
t he deci si on-maki ng process, nore equitable access to the use of |and, support
for mcroenterprises and neasures to protect the nmost vul nerable sectors of
t he popul ation. 1In other words, the need was not so nuch for a strategy to
al l eviate poverty as one to secure sustai ned and sustai nabl e devel opnent.

In Guatenal a, the problem of poverty had been approached in the w der
context he had mentioned. The frame of reference for his Governnent's
policies was outlined in the 1996 Agreenent on a firmand | asting peace that
he brought an end to the internal arned conflict. It contained commitnents to
dynam c growth, greater equity, full respect for cultural and ethnic identity,
gender equality and the consolidation of denpcracy. Social expenditure had
i ncreased significantly and sone social indicators already reveal ed pal pabl e
results. Poverty, however, was slow to give ground. It was inportant
therefore to continue sharing experiences within the United Nations;
devel opnent was a | ong-range venture requiring persistence and politica
engagenent .

M. Fulci (ltaly), resuned the Chair

M. CHANG Man- Soon (Republic of Korea) said that the internationa

conmuni ty, distracted by other concerns, had not worked hard enough on poverty
eradi cation. The target of halving the nunber of people living in absolute
poverty by 2015 was therefore a nost worthy goal. Hi s delegation concurred
that poverty could best be eradicated by providing access to productive
enpl oynment but the wages for such enployment had to yield incones above the
poverty line. In that context, the issue of underenpl oynent was al so
extrenely inportant in any consideration of the sustainability of an
enpl oynment regi me.

It was appropriate that the Council should be dealing with gender
enpower nent at the end of a century in which the inportance of gender had been
recogni zed. Over the past decade, the nunber of wonen living in poverty had

i ncreased di sproportionately to the nunmber of men in that condition
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especially in the devel oping countries. Any strategy to combat poverty should
thus take account of gender issues. W nen were half the human resources
available to a country. To ignore their needs or potential was profoundly
myopi ¢ and inconplete. Although the nunmber of working wonen had increased
wor | dwi de, they were routinely exposed to discrimnation, whether in
enpl oynent, wages, compensation or career advancenent. They frequently worked
in the informal sector or in small workplaces not properly protected by | abour
laws. That reflected the inmportance of having enpl oynent policies that could
be both femal e-specific and fair and unbi ased, thus ensuring both equa
treatment in enploynment and a famly-friendly working environment that
recogni zed wonen's uni que burden

Wonen had been ampong the hardest hit by the economic crisis that had
swept through Asia and other parts of the world in 1997. His country had
faced massive unenpl oynment and wonen, particularly the unskilled or elderly,
had often been the first laid off. H's Government was nmaking efforts to
redress that situation. In 1998, [aws had been enacted to enhance existing
norms pertaining to the prevention of sexual discrimnation in economc
activities; they included the Act on Equal Enpl oynent, the Act on Elimnation
of Discrimnation between Men and Wonen and Its Renedi es and the Wonen
Entrepreneurs Pronotion Act.

VWhile the primary responsibility for poverty eradication and gender
equality lay with Governnents, international cooperation was indispensable.
He therefore conmended the United Nations, ILO and the international financia
institutions on their work in that connection

M. | SCHI NGER (Gernmany), having endorsed the statement nmade on

behal f of the European Union, said that the situation of the poor in
devel opi ng countries and that in industrialized countries was not directly
conparable. In the latter, poverty meant not starvation but materia
deprivation and possible exclusion fromparticipation in social life. Wlfare
benefits should thus, besides guaranteeing survival, aimat neeting the basic
soci al and cultural needs of the nost di sadvantaged sectors of society.

There were few “devel oped nations”, when it cane to gender equality.
Wonen often out nunbered nmen anong the poor and the nost seriously affected
were single mothers and single elderly women. One in four single nothers was

on welfare. H's Government was conmitted to providing targeted assistance for
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such persons by intensifying active enploynment pronotion and inproving
child-care options. Wnen also received insufficient pensions nore frequently
than men, owing to poorer education, |ower pay and the interruption of gainfu
enpl oyment to raise children. The CGovernnent had therefore made it a priority
to secure appropriate, independent ol d-age pensions for all wonen.

Wnen still faced greater career obstacles than nen. |If they lost their
jobs, they found it harder to be re-enployed. Wnen in the new Lander were
di sproportionately hard hit: nearly one in four was unenployed. Female
participation in the | abour force continued to stagnate: only half the wonen
between 19 and 64 were gainfully enployed and over a third of all enpl oyed
wonmen worked part time. They predomnated in | ow paid and | owskilled jobs,
mostly in traditionally femal e occupations. They rarely broke through to top
management positions. As a result, their average income | agged behind that of
men. Moreover, owing to famly obligations, wonen often chose part-tinme work,
at a level below their qualifications, which resulted in |ack of continuity
and negative consequences for their careers and social security.

On the other hand, women in Germany had been quite successful in
catching up with men in the field of education. Grls left school w th higher
qualifications than boys did. The percentage of working women with vocationa
trai ning had nore than doubled - to nearly 80 per cent - over the past
30 years. For the first time, nore women than nen had entered the
universities in 1995.

The promotion and equal participation of wonen in professional and
social life had been made a priority. Legally binding objectives for wonen's
promotion in the civil service had been established in 1994 and it was
i ntended that public contract tendering would be |inked to neasures for
pronmoti ng wormen. Regul ations on | eave of absence, part-time enpl oynent,
maternity protection, child benefit and parental |eave had been upgraded
repeatedly. Since 1996, all children over the age of three had been legally
entitled to a kindergarten place. The recently |launched “Wnen at Work”
programe ai med at nore flexible working hours, better conditions for
part-time work, nore child-care facilities and greater participation by nmen in
famly work. In addition, enmphasis would be placed on attracting girls to
scientific and technol ogi cal disciplines. Legal action alone, however, was

insufficient to counter discrimnation against wonen in all spheres of life.
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The busi ness comunity, too, should initiate change. Above all, a new way of
thinking, in which the stereotyping of wonen and men woul d di sappear, was
required.

M. PONES (New Zeal and) reiterated his del egation's support for
the full participation of women in devel opnment, as equal partners with nen.
For poverty-reduction strategies to be sustainable, they nust be based on the
advancenent of women and focused on the de facto and de jure protection of
wonen's rights.

New Zeal and had i npl enmented a conprehensive “gender and devel opnent
programme” as part of its ODA which focused on policy dial ogue and
i nstitutional capacity-building for addressing gender equality. One such
proj ect involved support for small business training and provision of
mcro-credit for rural wonmen in Fiji.

Worren' s econom ¢ sel f-determ nati on had been shown not only to result in
i ncome generation but also to lead to a nore equitable distribution of socia
power. |If the issues of enployment generation, poverty eradication and the
enpower nent of women were to be adequately addressed at the gl obal level, it
was vital that ODA should take into account all the factors constraining
devel opnent. Due regard nust be given to the econonic, environmental and
climatic vulnerability of devel oping countries, particularly small island
States, when assessing eligibility for |east-devel oped country status.

The |i nkages between enpl oynent, poverty eradication and gender were
apparent, in the devel oped world, also. In New Zeal and, national strategies
were currently being designed with a view to reducing the inportant wage
differential between the sexes. Oher neasures included a business nanagenent
training and information service for Maori and Pacific people, with a
particul ar focus on wonen.

New Zeal and was committed to participating in international efforts to
eradi cate poverty, and to nmintaining gender equality as a cornerstone of
nati onal devel opnent policies. Menber States, specialized agencies,

i ntergovernmental organizations and NGOs nust work with vigour, conmm tnent and
i magi nation to eradicate gl obal poverty, one of the nmpst pressing chall enges
before the international comunity.

M. POANELL (World Food Programme (WFP)) said that the enpower nent

of wonen was one of the keys to poverty eradication. WWP was comritted to
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hel pi ng wonen becone agents of change, because assets in the hands of wonen

al l eviated poverty. Total econom c output could be increased considerably by
el imnating gender discrimnation in econonmic |ife. Wmen were still subject
to household restrictions in many parts of the world. Even when they noved
into the market place, they were often confined to | owwage, |owskilled jobs.
WFP therefore invested in wonen, as an effective way of catalysing the

devel opnent process in both stable and recovery situations.

It was inpossible to eradicate poverty wi thout first eradicating hunger

and worren were caught nost tightly in the hunger trap. Ensuring househol d
food security dominated their lives. They lacked the tine, the energy and the
resources to benefit from mainstream devel opnent opportunities. Through its
food-for-work projects, WP hel ped communities - and especially wonen -
i nprove their lives, by providing fish ponds to offer income opportunities,
comunity wood | ots to reduce wonen's wor kl oads and save natural resources,
and roads that led both to markets and to clinics, where wonen and chil dren
could eat food high in essential mcronutrients and | earn about health and
nutrition.

Investing in wonen had made a denonstrable difference. For exanple,
wonen in Bangl adesh who had spent two years in the WFP food-for-training
programe currently earned nore than before, the food consunption of their
househol ds was hi gher, they had increased their assets and inproved their
housi ng, they had becone involved in sustainable income-generating activities
and they had inproved their social status, autonony, nobility and control over
resour ces.

Si nce wonen were responsible for household food security, WP
di stributed food wherever possible through the senior fermal e nenber of the
househol d. Involving women in all phases of food managenent yielded |long-term
i nprovenents in their status. |In the Sudan, for exanmple, women were in the
majority on the food nmanagement commttees. Mdreover, through food aid, women
were enabled to graduate into mainstream devel opnent programres.

The result of investing in wonen was that wonmen earned nore and were
nmore confident about their earning power; they and their households ate nore
and better food; famlies attached nore inportance to girls' education

worren working in agriculture becanme |ess vulnerable to the seasons; they
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chal I enged their gender-based oppression; they becane entrepreneurs and gai ned
access to the devel opment |adder. In short, poverty and hunger were reduced.
The PRESI DENT, noting that the WP Director-Ceneral had not

attended the neeting, said that international officials, however senior, were
the servants of the Menmber States and nust respect the Council if its
revitalization was to be achieved.

M. WIRIE (Sierra Leone), having endorsed the statenent made by
t he observer for Guyana on behalf of the Goup of 77 and China, said it was
wi dely accepted that poverty eradication was the greatest chall enge facing
each and every Government, international organization and civil and business
comunity. For efforts to succeed, however, the poor nust be enmpowered and
their full participation in the fight against poverty secured. The world knew
exactly what must be done to eradicate poverty; the political will alone was
I acki ng.

Despite its possession of plentiful natural resources, his country had
been unable to create an enabling environnment for its citizens. It was
characterized by an extrenely high incidence of poverty, physical
under devel opment and margi nal i zati on, aggravated by nine years of interna
conflict. For sustainable devel opment to be achi eved, when 70 per cent of the
popul ation in Africa lived bel ow the poverty line, the prinme focus nmust be on
basi ¢ needs such as primary health care, nutrition, basic education, shelter
and access to econom ¢ and social opportunities. Poverty was a permanent
threat to basic human rights in Africa and the burden of debt inpeded
enjoynent, inter alia, of the right to alife in dignity and freedom The
negative inpact of globalization was a further inpeding factor

Most significantly, the recent proliferation of weapons in Africa had a
particul ar i nmpact on wonen and children, was responsible for 70 per cent of
refugees and was a nmmjor cause of unenploynent and poverty. Wthout peace,
there could be no devel opnent, and wi t hout devel opnent, poverty could not be
eradi cated. Such was Africa's dilemm, with nore guns circul ating around the
continent than food. Mdst African countries did not manufacture arns and the
i nternational comunity should accord the sane treatment to arns dealers as it
did to drug deal ers, since both groups were bent on destroying lives and
property and creating poverty. To that end, an agency conparable to the Drugs
Control Unit should be established within the United Nations.
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Al t hough good governance was, indeed, a key to devel opnment, insistence
on it could inpede progress. During the cold-war era, support w thout
conditions had been granted to Governnments in Africa that were far worse than
the current ones. Since nost Africans were illiterate, they could hardly be
expected to vote on issues at the current stage. A baby could not run before
it had learned howto crawl. In view of the urgent need to address the
extremely high incidence of poverty in Africa, the international conmunity
must unite to devise a poverty-eradication strategy ai med at sustai nabl e human
devel opnent.

M. STANCZYK (Pol and) expressed his delegation's concern at the

gl obal poverty situation described in the Secretary-Ceneral’s report
(E/1999/53). In an interdependent, |iberalized and gl obalized world, poverty
knew no geographi cal nor political boundaries, and its elimnation was a

uni versal concern requiring a common effort. The poorest countries nust be

gi ven the highest priority; African countries continued to top that |ist.
VWhile it was clear that economic growth created enpl oynent and that enpl oynment
contributed to poverty reduction, there was no universal blueprint for
success. Although wonmen had transforned the | abour markets of the world, they
formed the majority of workers in the unpaid or precarious sector. The

i nternational comunity, particularly the specialized agencies of the

United Nations system mnmust act to change that unfavourable picture.

Pol and had | argely conpleted a political and econom c transition which
was unprecedented in its history. H's Government was currently striving to
all eviate the hardship that was an inevitable by-product of transition to a
mar ket economy, inter alia by creating an enabling econom c and socia
envi ronnent and inproving | abour market access for vul nerabl e groups,
especially wonmen. Al though the equal status of wonmen in public, econom c and
private life was enshrined in |law, de facto discrimnation persisted,
particularly in enploynment. The successful and prosperous busi nesswonan was a
new rol e nodel for wonen, causing a questioning of traditional roles and
val ues. Market-oriented nechanisns offered new career opportunities for wonen
whi ch were not, however, without detrinent to famly life.

One of the nost positive devel opments in recent years was the grow ng
awar eness of the gl obal dinmension of the item under discussion. Continued

efforts at the international |evel were inportant, but |egislative, politica
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and practical action at the national level were also vital if nentalities were
to be changed and the advancenent of wonen achieved. It was not so much a
guesti on of el aborating new ideas, but of effectively inplenenting the
followup to the major world conferences.

M. MANGOAELA (Lesotho) said that his delegation wi shed to

associate itself both with the statenent nade on behalf of the Goup of 77 and
China and with the inpassioned plea of the United Nations H gh Comm ssioner
for Human Rights for the acknow edgenent of the rights of children as human
rights. He fully endorsed the effort made by the Council to spearhead the
pronoti on of gender mainstreaming with a view to achieving equality. There
was a particular need for gender mainstream ng in nmacroeconom ¢ policies, as
well as a nore holistic approach to poverty eradication and the enpowernent of
wonen, which included the lifting of trade restrictions, particularly in areas
of interest to the | east-devel oped countri es.

Al t hough the primary responsibility for poverty eradication lay with
CGovernments, the success of national efforts required internationa
cooperation. Gven that wonmen and nmen in the same soci o-econom ¢ environment
were inpoverished by different processes and affected differently by the
avail ability of opportunities and the existence of constraints in the |abour
mar ket , successful nmacroeconomn c policies depended on human-resources
strategi es which capitalized on gender diversity and ensured equal treatnent
of men and wonmen. The inportance of equi pping nmen and women in devel opi ng
countries with the requisite skills for devel opnent could not be
over enphasi zed

Lesot ho had made significant strides in inplenmenting the followup to
the major world conferences. Thanks to an annual increase in budgetary
al l ocations for education, 70.5 per cent adult |literacy had been attai ned.

H s Government was convinced that gender equality could enhance economni c
growt h and that devel opnment depended on the full emancipation of wonmen. NGOs
were currently working at the grass-roots |level to raise wonen's awareness of
their legal rights. Efforts were also being made to review all discrimnatory
| aws, including |land-use rights, and to ensure that gender concerns were
properly incorporated into devel opnent plans. At the institutional level, a
new M nistry of Environnment, Gender and Youth Affairs had been established

The Governnent had al so taken action to ensure that social sectoral plans were
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gender-sensitive, with a focus on inproving |ocal infrastructure, such as
roads, to benefit the rural poor, especially wonmen, children and ol der
persons. Studies were al so being conducted to locate and identify the poorest
of the poor and to determ ne how best to assist them Thanks to assistance
from partners in devel opnent, a schol arship schene had been established to
assist the children of the poor.

There was no doubt that conflict in Africa was exacerbated, if not
caused, by the high incidence of poverty. Mreover, poverty affected the
denocrati c governance process, Wi th opposition party | eaders contesting the
results of denocratic elections by violent neans, primarily to secure their
own |ivelihoods. On the eve of the new mllennium it was inperative that, in
addressi ng poverty, the international comunity nmust strengthen its politica
commitrment to neeting its obligations regarding resources. At the nationa
| evel , Governnents nust continue to strive to create an enabling environnment
for economc growth and quality enploynment opportunities essential for the
advancenent and enpower ment of wonen.

M. FONSECA (Brazil) said that, while globalization brought the
prom se of unprecedented prosperity, its consequences had been such that a new
sense of comunity was required. The major challenge facing the internationa
comunity was, perhaps, to recapture the human di nensi on of devel opnent and to
fill the ethical vacuumresulting fromthe worship of the market. Policies
and society required a conplete transformation in order to meet the needs of
integrating the 2 billion or so people - nost of whom were wonen - conpell ed
to live in extrene poverty. It would not be an easy task; but the existing
i nequalities nust not be allowed to increase at either the national or the
i nternational |evel

Vari ous speakers had put forward inportant ideas about strategies to
conmbat poverty: establish social security networks, inprove the situation of
wonen, fight hunger and mal nutrition and create productive enpl oynent; but
they could not be inplenmented without the political will to do so. That could
only be created through denocracy. Poverty elimnation required effective
denocratic participation to ensure access to resources, opportunities and
public services for men and wonen alike. That required a free and strong

civil society. It was encouraging that the international community and



E/ 1999/ SR. 16
page 28

nati onal groups were canpai gning nmore and nore vigorously agai nst socia
exclusion and for a fairer division of the fruits of econom c progress.

Hi s Covernnent had nmade considerable efforts to nmaintain a bal ance
bet ween econonic and social reformin the country. Social expenditure was
al ready above the 20 per cent mark agreed at the Copenhagen Summit. Between
1993 and 1996, the proportion of the population Iiving below the poverty line
had fallen from 45.3 per cent to 35.8 per cent and the proportion bel ow the
absol ute poverty line had dropped from 20.2 per cent to 13.9 per cent.

Macr oeconom ¢ stabilization policies had been consistently directed at
generating income, elimnating poverty, reform ng agriculture, creating
enpl oynment, investing in social and infrastructure works and noderni zi ng
i nstitutions.

The recent trend towards increased poverty anmpng wormen worl dwi de was an
alarm ng one. Inproving their situation was no |onger just an option but an
urgent social, econom c and ethical necessity. H's Government was firmy
committed to inplenenting the principles and progranmes stemm ng fromthe
United Nations gl obal conferences of the 1990s. In recognition of the key
role of women in the devel opnent process, 16 new | aws had been adopted to
i mpl enent the commitnents that had been nmade. There were also 56 draft |aws
before the National Congress relating to wonen's work and wel fare, 14 of which
related to donestic work. The inclusion of wonen in the | abour market was a
priority. In 1997, for exanple, 52 per cent of the adult femal e popul ation
had participated in the National Programe for Occupational Training.

A favourabl e international econom c environment was a prerequisite for
devel opnent fundi ng, poverty elimnation, job creation and inprovenent of the
situation of wonen. Effective neasures should therefore be adopted to ensure
i nternational financial stability, elimnate protectionist practices -
especially as they affected devel oping countries above all in the case of
agriculture - and to pronote greater coherence in the areas of trade and
finance. Developnent should be at the heart of any international financia
restructuring.

M. MABI LANGAN (Cbserver for the Philippines) said he wel coned the

choice of theme for the high-level segment. G ven that poverty was
di sproportionately femal e, there nmust be a mainstream ng of a gender

perspective in policies for poverty eradication and enpl oyment creation.
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It was generally agreed that Governments must be encouraged to adopt and

i mpl enent | egi sl ative and other measures to elimnate viol ence agai nst wonen
and to provide protection and conpensation to victins. The internationa
conmuni ty nust al so, however, facilitate the free novenent of people and
promote the rights of mgrant workers. Social justice demanded no | ess. The
| east the Menmber States could do was to ratify the International Convention on
the Protection of the Rights of All Mgrant Wrkers and Menbers of Their
Fam | i es.

The international conmunity had a key role to play in supporting efforts
to eradi cate poverty, pronote productive enployment and achi eve gender
equality. |If developing countries, particularly the |east-devel oped, were to
benefit from gl obalization, inmproved market access of their exports was vital
Deci si ve action nmust also be taken with respect to debt relief. The
particular difficulties of countries affected by recent financial crises nust
be recogni zed and their econom c recovery supported through gl obal solidarity.

The rate of grow h of enployment nust be sufficient to absorb new | abour
whi | e taking care of existing unenpl oyment and underenpl oynent. In devel opi ng
countries, the attai nment of such a goal was hanpered by nunerous constraints.
For such countries to achieve an adequate | evel of growth in enploynment, they
must be assisted, inter alia by a substantial increase in real world demand.
VWile the prine responsibility for fornulating and i nplementing a suitable
policy framework rested with the Menber States, an enabling environment was
crucial, particularly with respect to fiscal and trade matters.

Ms. BLOEM (NGO Committee on the Status of Wonen), speaking on
behal f of the Substantive Commttee of the Conference of NGOs in Consultative
Status with the United Nations (CONGO, recalled that CONGO s purpose was to
further the relationship between NGOs and the United Nations and to exam ne
substantive issues, such as poverty eradication. The active involvenment of
wonen in poverty eradication and the bringing together of key players under
Counci | auspices constituted an inportant devel opnent in the followup to the
Fourth World Conference on Wonmen, and a vital step forward on the road from
commitnent to gender equality to its inplementation. Four years after the
Conf erence, however, there was as yet no significant alleviation of the
poverty burden on wonen. Wonen constituted the majority in precarious and

unpai d work, which was often vital for famly and society survival, but not
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recogni zed in any GNP statistics. To take but one exanple, unpaid work in
Switzerland in 1997 woul d have accounted for 58 per cent of GDP, if it had
been perfornmed by renunerated workers.

In addition to deeply rooted societal biases against wonen, which were
often built into financial and |abour institutions, wonmen were al so having to
cope with the effects of globalization and econom c restructuring. Together
with their children, they bore the brunt of the social costs of structura
adj ust mrent programmes. \When, for fam |y survival reasons, children were
forced to engage in prostitution, pornography and hazardous work, their very
devel opnent was threatened. CONGO could not but wel come the new | abour
standards recently adopted by the international comrunity and joined with the
ILO Director Ceneral in calling for the elimnation of the worst forns of
child labour to be made a rallying cause and an ethical issue for all

The political will nust be found to create an enabling environnment for
lifelong education and training, to provide enhanced enpl oynent prospects for
wonen and nmen ali ke and to nake gender equality a reality in the workpl ace.
Above all, there was a need for good governance and denocratic institutions to
guarantee the enjoyment by all of the full gamut of human rights.

A recent panel on “New Dynanics for the Eradication of Poverty”, held in
New York with CONGO support, had called for the cultivation of partnerships at
all levels to address poverty and had underscored the inportance of seeking
out and enpowering the poorest to design the solutions which could assist
them The panel had al so highlighted the need for social safety nets to be
el aborated with the invol vemrent of those they were designed to assist.

Educati onal strategies to eradicate poverty nust include education in
econom cs, so that people might acquire the skills to enable themto break the
poverty cycle and participate fully in economc life.

Furthernore, given that the fastest grow ng popul ati on segnment in the
world was the elderly, Governnents must act pronptly to plan for that socia
group, nenbers of which mght well outlive their saved resources. A foca

poi nt for ol der persons was needed at the United Nations.

The neeting rose at 1.20 p.m




