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Ietter dated 19 February 1982 from the Chargé d'Affaires a.i. of the
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United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General

I have the honour to transmit to you herewith the text of the communiqué of
the Fifth Conference of the Foreign Ministers of the Lao People's Democratic

Republic, the People's Republic of Kampuchea and the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam,
held at Vientiane on 16 and 17 February 1982,

I should be grateful if you would have the text of this letter and of the
attached document circulated as an official document of the General Assembly, under
items 20, 35 and 59 of the preliminary list, and of the Security Council.

(Signed) Bounkeut SANGSOMSAK
Chargé A'Affaires a.i.
of the Permanent Mission of the
Lao Pecople's Democratic Republic
to the United Nations
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ANREX

COMMUNTQUE OF THE
FIFTH FORETGN MINISTERS CONFERENCE
OF LAOS, KAMPUCHEA AND VIET NAM
(Vientiane 16-17/2/1982)

. 1/~ The Fifth Conference of the Foreign Ministers of the
Lao People's Democratic Republic, the People's Republic of
Kampuchea and the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam was held in the
capital city of Vientiane from February 16th to 17th, 1982. The
conference reviewed the world and regional situation as well as
relations of friendship and brotherly cooperation between these
three countries in their common struggle to build and to defend
thelr respective fatherland, for the sake of national indepen-
dence and socialism on the indochinese peninsula, and of peace
in Southeast Asia and the world.

The Conference notes with satisfaction that in spite of
the still numerous difficulties caused by the war and the hostile
actions of expansionism,imperialism and other reactionary forces,
the situation of the three Indochinese countries keeps improving.
The situation in Kampuchea is constantly stabilizing : the Kampu-
chean pecople have recovered their normal life and are now the
true masters of their country,the prestige of the state of the
People's Republic of Kampuchea, the sole legal and authentic re-
presentative of the Kampuchean people, keeps growing., The special
ties between Viet Nam, Laos and Kampuchea keep consolidating and
developing. The regular high-level consultations between the three
countries have helped strengthen their militant solidarity and
oneness of mind. The three countries' coordination on the diplo-
matic front in the recent period has proved harmonious and fruit-
ful. With their foreign policy of peace, the three countrics of
Indochina have been constantly enhancing their role as a positive
factor for peace and stability in Southeast Asia.

The Conference highly values the fruitful efforts of the
Lao People's Democratic Pepublic in its capacity as a represen-~
tative of the three Tndochinese countries and whose activities
have contributed to increasing mutual understanding between the
ASEAN and Indochina groups of countries and to promotiug dialogue
between both groups aimed at solving questions related to peace
and stability in Southecast Asia. The Conference has assessed pre-
paratory work for the First Suumit Conference of the three coun-
tries to be held this year and decided to step it up.
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The Counference is satisfied with the positive constant
growth of the allround cooperation between the three countries
of Indochina and the Soviet Unjon and the world Socialist com-
munity. The Conference expressed its high appreciation of the
results of the working consultative conference of the Vice-
Foreign Ministers from the Socialist countries held in Vientiane
in December 1981, considering it a major contribution of the
world Socialist community to the common struggle for peace and
stability in Southeast Asia that helps ease tension in the world,

The Conference exchanged views on the situation of the
Nor~Aligned ‘ovement and the coordination needed between the three
countries so as to make an active contribution to the success of
the 7th Summit Confercnce of the Non-Aligned countries so that
the liovement can bring into full play its important role in the
common struggle -for peace and independence, against imperialism,
colonialism and the other reactionary forces.

2/- The Conference is of the unanimous view that the main
cause of the tensjon that is threatening peace in the world at
present stens from the interventionist:policy of the imperialist
circles and the hegemonistic expansionists headed by U.S. imperia-
lism that are stepping up the arms race and rekindling the cold
war aimed at the Soviet Union, the socialist countries, and at the
revolutionary struggle of nations. The Chinese card policy of the
Feagan administration and the Sino-american collusion represent
a permanent threat to world peace and more particularly a serious
danger to security and stability in Asia. Given such a situation,
the Conference holds the view that the peoples! first and fore-
most task is to struggle to defend peace and defeat all dark
schemes,acts of aggression on the part of American imperialism
colluding with Chinese expansionism and other reactionary forces.
The Conference is happy to see that thanks to the allround growth
and the foreign policy and line of peace of the Soviet Union and
the other countries in the socialist community, thanks to the
efforts of the lion-Aligned Countries and the peace and democratic
forces, as well as the long and deep~rocoted aspiration of broad
sections of the world peoples, mankind is more and more truly able
to defend peace and drive back the danger of a new world war.

3/~ In order to safeguard their respective national inde-
pendence, sovereignty and territorial integrity as well as peace
and security in Southeat Asia and the world, the Lao, Kampuchean
and Vietnamese peoples are determined to struggle against the pa-
licy of agression and intervention of the reactionary Beijing
authorities colluding with American imperialism. However the Lao,
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Kampuchean and Vietnamese peoples consistently treasure their long-
standing friendship with the Chinese people and wish to restore
normal relations with the People's Republic of China on the basis
of respect for each other's independence, sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity, of mutual non-aggression and non-intervention

in each other's internal affairs, on an equal footing and on the
basis of mutual benefit, good neighbourhood relations and of the
settling of disputes through peaceful means.

World opinion shows great concern for the normalization of
relations between the three Indochinese countries and China, con-
sidering it an important factor for peace and stability in South-
east Asia. The Lao People's Democratic Republic, the People's Re-
public of Kampuchea and the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam once
again state their wish for a pusitive response from the Chinese
side to the proposal dated January 28th, 1981 of the three Indo-
chinese countries concerning the signing of treaties of peaceful
coexistence with the People's Republic of China.

The Lao People's Democratic Republic and the People's Re-
public of Kampuchea wholly support the good will proposal of the
Socialist Republic of Viet Nam put forward in the note dated
January 30th, 1982 and addressed by the Vietnamese foreign Minis-
-try to its Chinese counterpart concerning the termination of mili-
tary hostilities in the borderline regions between the two coun-
tries and the rapid holding of the third round of Viet Nam-China
negotiations with a view to ensuring peace and stability in the
borderline regions and discussing problems of interest to both
parties. They express unreserved support for the January 3lst,
1982 message of the Yresident of the Council of Ministers, Pham
Van Dong, welcoming the United Nations Secretary General's ini-
tiative proposing that Viet Nam and China prolong the state of
peace in the borderline regions beyond the tét period.

4/- Having fought for centuries for their own independence
the three peoples of Indochina always respect the independence and
sovereignty of neighbouring and other countries. In spite of the
Thai authorities former and present policy of hostility towards
the three Indochinese countries, the latter's people always value
the friendship with the Thai people and wish to establish relations
of good neighbourhood with the Kingdom of Thailand for the sake of
each country and of peace and stability in Southeast Asia. The So-
cialist Republic of Viet Nam and the People's Republic of Kampuchea
welcome the results of the visit undertaken in the Kingdom of Thai-
land in November 1981 by the Lao peputy Premier and Foreign Minister,
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Phoune SIPASEUTH, and totally support the just policy and good
will of the Lao People's Democratic Republic in its relations
with the Kingdom of Thailand. The Sccialist Republic of Vietnan,
the Lao People's Democratic lepublic and the People's Republic
of Kampuchea once more solemnly declare that they respect Thai-
land's independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity.

The presence of Vietnamese troops in Kampuchea results
from an agreement betwcen the governments of the People's Repu-
blic of Kampuchea and of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam so
as to deal with the threat from China's hegemonistic expansionism.
Once this threat is removed, the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam
and the People's Republic of Kampuchea will agrec on the with-
drawal of Vietnamese troops from Kampuchea. '

The presence of Vietnamese troops in Kampuchea in no (no)
way threatens Thailand's security. The three countries of Indo-
china are prepared to examine and support any initiative, from
whatever quarters, that contributes to stabilizing the situation-
along the Kampuchea-Thailand border on the basis of respect for
each other's independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity.
They are also prepared to discuss with Thailand all questions of
conmon concern. These contacts nay be undertaken directly or in-
directly, bilaterally or between the three Indochinese countries
on the one hand and Thailand on the other. Such contacts bear no
(no) relation whatsoever to the question of a mutual de facto or
de jure recognition. Depending on the results of these contacts,
the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam and the People!s Republic of
Kampuchea will agree on a partial withdrawal of Vietnamese troops
from Kampuchea. The three countries of Indochina once more stress
the just and reasonable character of the proposal of the Pecople's
Fepublic of Kanmpuchea concerning the creation of a demilitarized
zone under some form of international supervision so as to ensure
security in the Kampiuchea-Thailand borderline region.

5/- At present the Indochinese countriecs are doing their
utmost so that, together with other countries in the region, they
may build new relatjons on the basis of the principles of peaceful
coexistence bLetween states of different socio-political regincs.

At the 30th General Assembly of the United Nations,the Lao Foreign
Hinister, on behalf of the three Indochinese countries, put for-
ward a 7-point proposal aiming at gradually turning Southeast Asia
into a zone of peace, stability and cooperation. This proposal ful-
ly meets the Southeast Asian peoples aspirations and enjoys the
approval and support of world opinion. It is regrettable that the
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efforts of the Indochinese countries are being strongly impeded

by the imperialist and expansionist forces! policy of interven-
tion and aggression. The American imperialists, colluding with
China and other reactionary forces, are undertaking a hostile
policy of blockade and encirclement toward the Indochinese coun-
tries. They are reactivating American bases in Thailand, stren-
thening their military presence and organizing bilatéral and mul-
tilateral military manoeuvres in the region, thus jeopardizing

the sovereignty and security of the countries in this zone. While
on a world scale encouraged by the United States the ruling cir-
cles in Beijing are trying to exacerbate tension in the world,
They are trying by all means to pit the United States against the
Soviet Union, the NATO bloc against the WARSAW bloc and to under-
mine peace and international detente. In Southeast Asia, they are
goading the ASEAN countries and Indochinese countries into con-
frontation in the hope of sowing divisjon between these two groups
of countries and thus pave the way for them to realize their
dreams of hegemony and expansion in the region. While maintaining
Maoist forces in order to interfere crudely in the internal affairs
of the ASEAN countries and of Burma, the Beijing ruling circles
are now engaged in a kind of multifaceted war of destruction against
Viet Nam and Laos. They go on feeding, supplying and using Pol Pot
genocidal forces and other reactionary Khmer forces to impede the
rebirth of the Kampuchean people and their task of national recon-
struction,

China's repeated refusals to all the proposals made by
Viet Nam with a view to stabilizing the situation along the Viet-
Nam-China border and to those of the Indochinese countries aimed
at normalizing their relations with China as well as the fact that
the latter constantly seek to impede the trend towards dialogue
between the countries of Indochina and those of ASEAN rouse the
discontent of world opinjon. The latter realizes more and mnore
clearly that China has an interest in maintaining tension in the
region so as to serve its expansgsionist designs that go against the
aspirations and interests of the peoples in the region. Consequent-
ly, it appears that the main threat to the independence and secu-
rity of Southeast Asian countries comes from Chinese expansionism.
It is growingly evident that the true nature of the present crisis
in Southeast Asia does not (not) consist in the dissension betwecn
the ASEAN countries and the Indochinese countries, but in the po-
licy of aggression and intervention of the chinese authorities
against the latter. '

In the face of such a situation, an urgent task sets itself
to the peoples in the region, namely act jointly to root out the
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origin of the threat to the Southeast Asian peoples' sovereignty
and security, and to peace and stability in the region, and to

put an end to any intervention and dictate on the part of expan-
sionist and imperialist forces. It is necessary that the countries
in the region meet to discuss and solve regional problems on the
basis of equality, mutual respect and non-imposition of one's views
on others. The Indochinese countries hail the trend existing with-
in the ASEAN countries in favour of dialogue with the Indochinese
countries. If the ASEAN countries should not (not) yet be ready to
take part in a regional conference as proposed by the Indochines
countries, Laosg, Kampuchea and Viet Nam are prepared to hold con-
tacts with the ASEAN countries, directly or indirectly, bilateral-
ly or multilaterally, so as to discuss together and together find
a solution to questions related to peace and stability in the re-
gion. Such contacts can in no (no) way be linked to the questlon
of a mutual de facto or de jure recognition.

6/~ The Conference has been held in an atmosphere of friend-
ship and solidarity and characterized by oneness of mind. The Con-
ference states its confidence and firm conviction that in spite of
the numerous difficulties and complexities still ahead, the strug-
gle oi the three peoples to build and defend their respective
fatherlands is bound to mecet with complete success. Peace and stabi-
lity in Southecast Asia and the world are bound to be consolldated
and strengthened further./.



