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. | NTRODUCTI ON
1. This help guide is designed to provide UNCCD Parties and their national foca
points, who will coordinate the preparation of the first national reports on the

Convention, with useful information to assist themin the collection, conpilation
anal ysis and presentation of data and information to be incorporated in
conmuni cati ons on neasures taken for the inplenmentation of the United Nations
Convention to Conbat Desertification (article 26).

2. The gui de conprises into two sections. The first section, the introduction

provi des background i nformati on and expl ains the procedures for the conmunication
of information and review of inplenmentation of the Convention. The second section,
t he proposed net hodol ogy, outlines and explains the specific guidelines provided
by decision 11/COP.1 on the procedures for the communication of information and
review of inplenentation. The text of the decision is reproduced in annex | to
this docunent. Additional guidance is provided by decision 5/ COP.2, which is also
contai ned in annex |

3. This hel p gui de does not constitute an obligation nor a formal requirenent
but a support to focal points and others involved in the preparation of the
nati onal reports.

4, National reports are to be conmuni cated through the UNCCD secretariat for
consi deration by the Conference of the Parties at its Third session (COP 3, Recife,
Brazil, 15-26 Novenber 1999). For COP 3, only affected African Parties are

required to present their reports, according to decisions 11/COP.1 and 5/ COP. 2.
Affected Parties fromother regions are to present their reports to COP 4 in 2000.
A sunmary of the process and work plan leading to COP 3 is contained in annex 11

5. The hel p guide is expected to be adapted by the national coordinating bodies
to the particularities and requirements of each national context. It could also
serve as a tool for nonitoring and evaluating progress nade in combating |and
degradation with a view to ensuring sustainabl e devel opnent.

6. Addi ti onal feedback is expected from national and subregi onal experts at
national and subregional consultations. Following this first process of
preparation of national reports and further to discussions at COP 3, a revised help
gui de and further recomendations should be fornmulated with the purpose of
i mproving the quality of the next national reports, i.e., for COP 4 and beyond, in
particul ar those of Asia and Latin America and the Cari bbean for COP 4 and Africa
again for COP 5.
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A. Purpose of fornmulation of national reports

7. The main purpose of the national reports is to informthe Parties to the
Convention on the situation of each country Party with regard to neasures taken for
the inplenentation of the UNCCD at national level. Additional specific objectives

are contained in decision 11/COP. 1, paragraph 2 (see annex 1).

8. The information provided in the reports, together with that provided in the
subregional, regional and other reports, should enable the Conference of the
Parties to review the inplenentati on of the Convention and the functioning of its
institutional arrangenments in the |light of the experience gained at the national
subregi onal, regional and international |evels and on the basis of the evolution
of scientific and technol ogi cal know edge (UNCCD, article 22, paragraph 2(a)).

9. In addition to presenting informati on on neasures taken, national reports are
expected to provide nmainly an assessnent of the progress made towards achi eving the
objectives of the Convention and to enable the COP to nake appropriate
recommendations to further those objectives.

10. The fornul ati on of national reports is part of the process of inplenenting
t he Conventi on. Thus, while indicating the status of the UNCCD process, the
reports should also help to strengthen the institutional and human capacities of
nati onal focal points to inprove their ability to coordinate and notivate the
further steps required for the effective inplenentation of the UNCCD in the
perspective of gradually achieving sustainabl e devel opment.

11. G ven that nost African Parties are already engaged in the process of
preparating and inplenmenting national action programres (NAPs), the fornul ati on of
the national report should mainly reflect such process. It should involve those

persons and organi zations participating in the NAP process under the coordination
of the national coordinating body (NCB)Z/ .

12. National reports should aimat highlighting the achi evenents obtai ned as wel |
as the difficulties encountered in inplementing the Convention for the benefit of
all relevant actors and stakeholders in the NAP process.

13. As the main purpose of the national report is to describe, in a concise and
conpar abl e manner, progress in the inplenmentation of the Convention, the nost
relevant information is on policy neasures and institutional devel opnent. However,
nati onal reports can also serve as a nmeans of providing information on technica
or nore specific matters.

1/ The national coordinating body is the governnent ministry or agency designated to
coordinate the work of the UNCCD at the national |evel and the national focal point (NFP)
is the contact person for the UNCCD within the NCB.
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14. Reporting at the subregional |evel by the subregional organizations is
expected to focus on neasures and significant devel opment in the formulation of the
subregi onal action programes (SRAPs). Countries should include in their nationa
reports a description of the advantages and difficulties of participating in the
subregi onal programres. Subr egi onal organi zations are expected to inform the
Parties in a conplenentary manner on the devel opnent of the subregional action
programmes in their entirety, describing also the achievenents and obstacles
encount er ed.

B. Suggested process, to be adapted as needed to each national context

15. An essential component of national report preparation is its participatory
and integrated approach. The report therefore needs to reflect the views of a
wi der set of actors or stakeholders and, in particular, those of relevant

m nistries and public agenci es, non-governnental organizations (NGOs), comrunity-
based organi zations (CBGs), academic institutions, the private sector, regional and
| ocal authorities and the nedia, both general and specialized.

16. The national reports are expected to be the result of the participation and
contributions of representatives of:

(i) Institutional or social categories, in particular, NG, CBGCs,
academ c and technical institutions, the private sector, |oca
authorities and the nedia;

(ii) Other public policy and planning processes in areas such as
agriculture, energy, environment, education, health, trade, poverty
reduction, mgrations, biodiversity, climte change, forests, marine
resources and coastal managenent, water supply, and nationa
devel opnent pl anni ng.

17. OM ng to the short tine avail able, however, it will be necessary for at | east
a mni mum nunber of representatives designated by each institutional or social
category to participate in the process. Nat i onal focal points could encourage
addi ti onal and parallel consultations within each category, to ensure greater
participation in the NAP process in the |onger term perspective.

18. The following schedule is proposed as a tentative process for the
consultations and fornul ation of the national reports, in keeping with the guidance
provided by the COP and the participatory approach and principles of the UNCCD, and
with the tinme-frame avail abl e:

(i) First week of April: a first neeting of the drafting group followed
by a neeting of the national steering conmittee with approxi mately
15-20 persons (depending on each national setting), representing
each a group or category of actors (other relevant mnistries and
government agencies, CBGOs, NGOs, academic institutions, |oca
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authorities, the private sector and the nedia). Partici pants
shoul d be sel ected according to their active involvenent in the NAP
pr ocess. The neeting of the national steering conmttee, of no
nore than two days, shoul d address, anong other things, the general
outline of the national report and contents of its chapters, form
drafting teans for each chapter, designate the person responsible
for each chapter, and set up a work plan and tinetable;

(ii) Second and third week of April: work by each group under the
coordi nation of the national focal point assisted, if appropriate,
by experts or consultants;

(iii) End of the third week of April: a neeting of the national steering
conm ttee of one day with coordinators responsi ble for each chapter
to check progress and provi de gui dance and support as necessary;

(iv) Fourth week of April and first week of May: work continues by each
group under coordination of national focal point assisted if
appropriate, by experts or consultants;

(v) End of the first week of May: a second national workshop of one day
with the sane participants as in the first, with the purpose of
presenti ng each chapter, discussing, and naking nodifications as
necessary, with the support of all the participants;

(vi) Second week of May: work by groups to conplete each chapter and
pass themon to the national focal point to format and finalize the
report;

(vii) 15 May: national focal points send the reports to the CCD

secretariat and rel evant subregi onal organizations, to reach them
by the end of My;

(viii) First and second weeks of June: subregional organizations finalize
their subregional reports as appropriate on activities at their

| evel .

C. Assistance by subreqgional organi zations

19. Affected African country Parties can benefit from the experience and
resources of the rel evant subregi onal organi zations (CILSS, the Econom ¢ Community
of West African States (ECOMS), |GAD, SADC, AMJ). Nati onal focal points are
t heref ore encouraged to coordinate the preparati on of the national report with the
subr egi onal organi zations.
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20. In the context of the present exercise, the subregional organizations in
cl ose coordination with the CCD secretariat will provide, if needed and requested,
assistance to the national focal points, within the resources avail abl e.

21. The consultants provided by the subregi onal organizations for this initia
exercise will, if needed and requested, assist national focal points in the process
of information collection, consultations and nobilization of relevant actors to
participate in the forrmulation of national reports.

22. In providing assistance and advice to national focal points, subregiona
organi zations should utilize, through consultancy services, the experience gai ned
and expertise devel oped by countries in the region that are nore advanced in the
process. Subregi onal organi zati ons shoul d coordi nate and i ntegrate these resources
as appropriate upon the request of their nmenber States.

D. Synergy with other simlar processes

23. In the preparation of national reports, the national focal points should
utilize, as appropriate, the experience gained and data collected by other simlar
reporting processes and, in particular, those under the conventions on climte
change and bi odiversity, national environnental action plans and national Agenda
21, with the purpose of avoiding duplication of efforts, seeking synergies,
i mprovi ng managenent of information and ensuring integrated policy-making with a
view to attaining sustainable devel opment. This will also be helpful for other
processes such as the formul ation of project proposals for submssion to the d oba
Envi ronment Facility (CEF).

24, Furthernore, in countries where desertification and drought are not perceived
as a priority issue, advice could be provided by subregional organizations to
nati onal coordinating bodies to integrate strategies to conmbat |and degradati on
into strategi es on issues such as biodiversity, climte change or oceans and water
managenent, whichever is of higher priority to the country. Subr egi ona
organi zati ons can benefit from the experience of other convention secretariats,
UNDP, UNEP, the World Bank, GEF and UNI TAR on synergy and |inkages ampong these
subj ect s.

E. Subni ssion nodalities

25. Parties are required to comunicate their reports in one of the officia
| anguages of the COP. Parties are also encouraged to submit their report, or at
| east a summary of it, in English, which would allow for w der dissenm nation of the
i nformati on.

26. The guidelines in decision 11/COP.1 state that reports should be as conci se
as possible to facilitate their review. They do not, however, stipulate a precise
length. In this regard and subject to particular national requirenments as well as
di scussions at the subregional briefing sessions, it is recomended that reports
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remain within a length of 30 pages, including the 6 pages required for the summary.
Parties are al so encouraged to include in the report, references to other policy
or technical documentation containing additional relevant information.

27. The report should be submitted as a single docunment in a hard copy and an
el ectronic copy. The electronic copy can be provided on diskette, CO-ROM or a Wb
site or sent by email. Although not a requirenent, it is reconmended that reports

are produced in either WrdPerfect 5.2 or above, or M5 Wrd 6 or above, in order
to facilitate conpilation and synthesis by the CCD secretariat.

28. Reports are expected to arrive in the CCD secretariat in Bonn by Mnday 31
May 1999, the address being as follows:

CCD Secretari at

Post O fice Box 260129

Haus Car st anjen

D- 53153 Bonn, Germany

Fax: (49-228) 815.2899
E-mai |l : secretariat @nccd. de

1. PROPOSED METHODOLOGY

A. How to work with the proposed net hodol ogy

29. The net hodol ogy proposed for the national reports follows and adapts the
matri x proposed by the Comm ttee on Science and Technol ogy (CST) for indicators to
noni tor the UNCCD i npl enentation process (contained in docunent A/ AC. 241/1NF.4 and
conpl emrented by | CCD/ COP( 1)/ CST/ 3/ Add. 1 and | CCDY COP(2)/ CST/ 3/ Add. 1) %/ .

30. Being a first experience, it is likely - and even desirable - that new
guestions as well as proposals for nodification of existing questions, wll be
rai sed during the process of preparation of national reports. The nethodol ogy
proposed should therefore not limt the responses to the questions provided but
rather serve as an orientation to respond to the main purpose of the nationa

report as stated above in the introduction and described in detail in decision
11/ COP. 1 (annex 1).

31. The next section will review items (a)(i) to (a)(ix) of the guidelines
annexed to decision 11/COP.1, by neans of four colums containing: indicators,
eval uati on parameters, remarks and questions on the itens.

2/ Additional information is contained in the OSS/ Cl LSS/ ECOMS report to the COP 2
“CCD s Inplenmentation Indicators Gid - A NAP Consolidation Tool”, Paris, Quagadougou
Novenber 1998.
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B. Detail ed guidelines based on the fornmat provided by the
Conference of the Parties (decision 11/COP.1)

I[tem(i): A table of contents

RECOMVENDATI ONS

Tabl e of contents The tabl e of contents should not only reflect the itens
listed in decision 11/ COP.1 but al so provide the
breakdown of the different sections and subsections of
t he national report.

It should also |ist as annexes any additional nmaterials
presented with the report.

Item (ii): A summary not exceedi ng six pages

RECOMVENDATI ONS

Sunmary of the The sunmmary shoul d not exceed six pages.
nati onal report
It should highlight the major elenents of the report and
provi de an easy grasp of the status of inplenmentation of
t he Convention in the country.

It may include, although not necessarily, sone of the
i nformati on prepared for the national profile database
(see annex 111).




ltem (iii):

The strategies and priorities established within the franmework of sustainabl e devel opnent

pl ans and/ or

pol i cies
I ndi cators Eval uati on paraneters Remar ks Questi ons
Nati onal plans and [National devel opment The purpose here is only to provide 1 VWhat are the plans and
strategi es pl an basic information on the existence strategi es avail able on areas
avail able in other of plans and strategies in other rel evant to conbating
soci al and Nat i onal environnent al areas which are relevant to combating desertification?

econom c areas

Nati onal plans and
strategies in the
field of conbating
desertifi-cation
devel oped prior to
t he UNCCD

action plan or strategy

Nati onal and | oca
Agendas 21
Nat i onal conservation
strat egy

O her rel evant
strategies
(agriculture, energy,
education, trade,
heal t h, poverty

eradi cati on,

m grations, forests,
climate change,

bi odi versity, coasta
and marine resources,
etc)

pl ans or

desertification

The specific integration or |inkages
of the NAP with these other plans or
strategies is to be assessed bel ow
under item (iv) on institutiona
neasures taken to inplenent the
Conventi on

Additionally, it would be useful to
provi de basic information on previous
pl ans or strategies in the field of
desertification, in particular, those
stemm ng fromthe United Nations
Conference on Desertification
Nai r obi, 1977.

VWhat is their status? Are they
formul ated? Are they being

i mpl enent ed? Si nce when have

t hey been operational ?

For sectoral plans and
strategies, what is the
priority allocated to each

wi thin the national devel opnent
pl an

Do these plans and strategies
have any reference to conbating
desertification or connection
to the CCD/ NAP?

Have specific plans or
strategi es been devel oped in
the past to address
desertification?

TT abed

€ 4N 1/(€)doD /a0 |



Item (iv):

Institutiona

neasures taken to inplenent the Convention

I ndi cat ors

Eval uati on paraneters

Remar ks

Questions

Est abl i shed and
functi onal

nati onal

coordi nation
body (NCB)

Legal status

The status of the NCB gives an indication
of its institutional capability and of the
latitude to act granted to it by the State,
as shown through its establishnment
docunents, (choice of) supervisory
government service, attributions, autonony,
etc.; also the capacity of each NCB nenber
to feed back to his or her organization and
back to the NCB the rel evant infornation

The NCB may have been established in
different |legal forms, including existing
coordi nati ng mechani sns (e.g., nationa
councils for environnent or sustainable
devel opnent) .

The purpose is to show how the NCB ensures
the inplenentati on of nmeasures listed in
article 9 of the Regional |nplenentation
Annex for Africa on the preparati on of NAPs
and i npl ementation and eval uati on

i ndi cat ors.

What is the juridica
t he NCB?

Wiat is its legal capacity?

Does it have financial autonony?
What are its functions and mandate?
VWhat is its institutional framework?

personality of

Intersectoral and
mul tidisciplinary
characters

The intersectoral and multidisciplinary
character should be reflected, within the
NCB, by the presence of senior staff from
various sectors of activity, staff that has
conpl ementary training and experience in
various soci o-economic fields and in
natural resource managenent

What are the social and econonic
sectors that are relevant to
conbating | and degradation
represented in the NCB?

What are the other institutional or
soci al categories represented?

What are the ways and neans of
conmuni cation or networking anong
menbers of the NCB and the groups
they represent?

2T obed
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I ndi cat ors

Eval uati on paraneters

Remar ks

Questions

Conposi ti on and node of
operation

The | ast paraneter should describe how the

various actors participate in the work of
the NCB, in particular NGOs and the
representatives of the |local populations.

Wth regard to consul tations:

L What is the node of nonination of
menbers of the NCB?

L What is the conposition of the NCB,
what the ratio of Governnent/civil
soci ety and nmen/wonen anong
partici pants?

1 What is the frequency of neetings of

t he NCB?
Wth regard to functioning:
1 Is there a work plan and tinetable

for the activities?

Is there a budget for the
functioning of the NCB?

What are the nechanisns for

supervi sion, control and eval uation
of the work of the NCB

Status of information and
dat a

Dat abases, access to Internet, Wb site,
i nformati on networking (internal and
external)

Responses here nust be coordinated with
those given under item (ix) on benchmarks
and indicators

What are the information system
capacities of the NCB?

What specific databases are being
mai nt ai ned by the NCB?

VWhat ot her databases exist in the
country which are relevant to
desertification?

What information exchange activities
in support of the NAP are carried
out by the NCB, internally and
external | y?

€T obed
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I ndi cat ors

Eval uati on paraneters

Remar ks

Questions

Institutional
framework for
coherent and
functi onal
desertifica-
tion control

Measures adopted to adj ust
or strengthen the
institutional framework

The anal ysis of existing mechanisnms for
coordi nating and harnoni zi ng desertification
control actions (at the local and the
national |evel) should give due heed to the
| essons of past experience

This anal ysis should | ead to neasures to
readj ust, adapt, and strengthen existing
mechani sns, in particular to ensure the
participation of |ocal actors

Have the mechani sns avail able for
coordi nati on and harnoni zati on of
actions to conbat |and degradation
at national and local l|evels, been
revi ewed or anal ysed?

Has the review led to any proposals
or new political, institutional or
or gani zati onal neasures?

What are the neasures taken to make
t he above neasures sustainable and
ef fective?

Measures adopted to
strengthen existing
institutions at the | ocal
and at the national |eve

This involves various actions in capacity
building that are to be inplenented in the
short and nmediumterm

Has capacity and institution
bui | di ng been addressed and

pr onot ed?

How have these neasures facilitated
the inplenmentati on of the NAP and
made its structures operational ?

¥T obed
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I ndi cat ors

Eval uati on paraneters

Remar ks

Questions

NAPs as part of
t he nati onal
econom ¢ and
soci al

devel opnent

pl an

Maki ng the NAP coherent
with ot her environnental
strategi ¢ and planning
f ramewor ks

Expl ai n whet her a concerted anal ysis has
been made of existing plans. This is to
i ncl ude making international partners

strategi es coherent at the national |evel

How are the UNCCD princi pl es accommodated in
ot her environnental franeworks

(participation, partnership, programe
approach, etc.)?
Speci al mention is needed of |inkages with

structural adjustnment plans in those
countries where such plans are being
i mpl ement ed

Has a concerted anal ysis been made
of the existing plans & strategies
that are relevant to conbating | and
degradation with the purpose of
ensuring conplenmentarity and
avoi di ng duplication or scattered
efforts?

Is the NAP fully considered as a
strategic framework for action in
the | arger devel opnent plan?

What have been the proposals for
seeki ng and devel opi ng synergies
and conpl enent ary approaches?

How are the UNCCD principl es
acknow edged and integrated in

ot her environnmental and devel opnent
pl ans (participation, partnerships,
programe approach..)?

What proposal s exi st concerning
synergy, conplenmentarity, etc.?

Li nkages of NAP with
national, intra-regiona
and | ocal approaches

Expl ai n whet her the NAP has been
incorporated at all levels of the nationa
econom ¢ and soci al devel opnment pl an

Is the NAP clearly and visibly
integrated into the process of
national econom c and socia

devel opnment pl anni ng, including at
the local and national |evels?

Li nkages of NAP with
subregi onal and regi ona
action programmes (SRAP and
RAP)

Have the articul ati ons between the
NAP and the SRAP and RAP been
clearly identified?

VWhat are the actions or activities
in the NAP that have a subregi ona
or regional projection or

di nensi on?

Covernnment’ s agr eenent

Has the governnent officially
adopt ed the NAP?

Has a priority been given
officially to the NAP in the budget
and financing to inplenent the
national devel opnent plan?

GT abed
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Eval uati on paraneters

Remar ks

Questions

Coherent and
functi onal
| egal and
regul atory
f ramewor k

Assessment of the analysis
of the legislation on

envi ronment and rel ated
fields

The cross-anal ysis of environmental and
other relevant |egislation should, in
particular, lead to proposals that inply
greater responsibility for local populations
and nore solid guarantees concerning |and
tenure.

Has a study or anal ysis been nade
of existing |egislation?

What have been the |egislative
measures ai med at devel opi ng and
ensuring greater involverent and
responsi bility of |oca
popul ati ons?

Have neasures been taken to raise
awar eness, inform and educate |oca
popul ati ons to enhance their
partici pation?

Measures to adapt current
| egi sl ation or introduce
new enact nent s:

1 Land tenure reform
1 Decentrali zation
1 Nat ural resource

management (forestry
code, pastoral code,
etc)

Al'l the neasures should be supported by
efforts to provide information on national
orientations and the contents of |aws and
regul ations to the grassroots |level in order
to enrol greater participation by the |ocal
popul ati ons.

Have neasures taken ensured a rea
capacity and enpowernent of | ocal
popul ations and | ocal authorities
to participate in decision-making
that is relevant to conbating | and
degr adati on?

What has been the procedure to
identify and inplement such
neasur es?
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I[tem (v): Participatory process in support of the preparation and inplenentation of the action progranme
I ndi cators Eval uati on paraneters Remar ks Questi ons
Ef fective Met hods of participation of This entails verification of the extent of 1 Does a strategy of communication
participation various actors (regular i nvol verent of relevant actors in defining and public awareness exist?
of actors consul tations or meetings national priorities: local authorities, 1 If so, is it being inplemented? If

involved in
defini ng NAP
priorities

and regul ar exchange of
information -mail or email
net wor ks)

Gender bal ance of actors
i nvol ved in defining NAP
priorities

conmuni ty- based organi zati ons, non-
governnmental organi zations, private

busi ness, and academ c institutions,

i ncl udi ng young peopl e and wonmen as actors
who are especially targeted by the
Convent i on.

Providing relevant actors with accurate and
timely information, in particular as
concerns the UNCCD interests and sel ected
national options, is an essential factor in
their full participation in decision-

maki ng.

not, how have the awareness

canpai gns been organi zed?

How have the nessages and contents,
as well as the media chosen, for
such canpai gns been det er m ned?
Have all the rel evant social and
institutional categories benefited
fromthe awareness canpai gns?

Have the rel evant information
documents about the UNCCD been
transl ated and nade available to
the local populations in their own
| anguages?

What is the gender balance in the
NAP steering committee, national
coordi nati ng body and national NGO
coordi nating body?

Has there been gender awareness
training for the NAP steering

commi ttee, NCB, NCCD?

Has t he governnent inpl enented
policies on gender?

What approaches were used to ensure
wormen' s participation in the NAP
process?

Nunmber and percentage of wornen
involved at various levels of the
process (e.g., national steering
committee)

What neasures and approaches are
still required for addressing any
exi sting gaps in relation to gender
mai nstreamng in the NAP?

What are the activities targeting
specific categories such as wonen,
youth, the private sector
scientific and academ c circles,
and the nedi a?

)T abed
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I ndi cat ors

Eval uati on paraneters

Remar ks

Questions

Repr esent ati veness of
various actors in the
national priorities
identification processes
(local forums, nationa
forum

What is the nature of the various
internediaries (consultants, NGOs,
governnent agencies, etc.) that
have facilitated the awareness
process?

Have they been prepared for those
functions and tasks?

What consultative processes have
been undertaken with each category
of actors or stakehol ders and how
decentral i zed have they been?

Has a nechani sm been put in place
to ensure continuous consultations?

Nat ure and scope of
informati on, education
and conmuni cation actions

What are the systenms for exchange,
circulation and transfer of
informati on?

What are the mechani snms adopted to
ensure that the various categories
of actors are involved in the
process to provide information as
well as to benefit fromthe
consultations’ results?

Ext ent of uptake

1 of local concerns at
t he national |evel

of results of

nati onal
consultations at the
| ocal |evel

What is the node of designation of
the representatives of various
social and institutional
categories, at both national and
local levels, (nomnation

el ection, etc.)?

What are the rel ati onshi ps anong
the various actors involved in the
| ocal and national consultative
processes?

What | ocal and traditional

know edge has been incorporated
into the NAP?
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Item (vi):

partnership agreement with the devel oped country Parties and ot her

Consul tative process in support of the preparation and inplenmentation of the nationa
interested entit

es

action programre and the

I ndi cat ors

Eval uati on paraneters

Remar ks

Questions

Ef fective
support from
i nternational
partners for
cooperation

Degree of participation
of international partners
and | evel (percentage) of
responses in relation to
needs expressed

International partners include: bilateral
and nultilateral cooperation agencies, and
ot her subregional, regional and

i nternational organizations

Commitments by international partners
should lead to their participation in

I ocal and national consultations and their
financial support for the process

Consul tations anobng partner countries
shoul d be organi zed inter alia by the
appoi ntment of a lead country to serve as
facilitator.

What are the nmeasures taken by
governnent to ensure the invol venent
of international partners in the
process?

Have these partners participated in
all stages of the process?

What have the partners done to be
present and active?

What has been the foll owup by the
gover nnent ?

Est abl i shment of an informal consultation
and harnoni zati on process for actions
bet ween partner countries.

Is there a consultative nechani sm
establ i shed anong partners at the
national or |ocal |evels?

What are the nmechanisns to
communi cate i nformation anong them
and with the NCB?

What is the frequency of neetings,
the nunmber of participants and the
I evel of participation?

What is the distribution of roles
and tasks anong the various
partners?
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ltem (vii):

t he econom ¢ environnent,

Measures taken or planned within the franework of the nationa
to conserve natura

resources,

desertification and to nonitor and assess the effects of drought

acti on progranmes,
to inprove institutiona

or gani zati on,

i ncl udi ng neasures to inprove
to inmprove know edge of

I ndi cat ors

Eval uati on paraneters

Remar ks

Questions

Adequat e
di agnosi s of
past experience

Synt hesi s and eval uati on
of activities undertaken
inthe field of conbating
desertification and

m tigating drought

Di agnosi s nust indicate the state of
natural resources and extent of
desertification at the nonent of
initiating the NAP

Has an exhaustive di agnosi s been made of
past experience? If so, how and by whon®
Pl ease describe the consultations
undertaken and participatory approach
devel oped?

Has such a di agnosis provided a sound
basis for the NAP process?

Has the diagnosis resulted in specific
recommendations for the fornmulation of

t he NAP?

Est abl i shed

t echni cal
programmes and
functional
integrated
projects to
conbat
desertification

I nventory, adaptation and
integration of projects
under way within the NAP
process

Proj ects underway in resource
managenent and desertification contro
shoul d be analysed in relation to the
CCD principles and, if necessary,

adj usted accordingly. This should be a
gradual action geared to the medi um
term

Wl | - adapted training, and scientific-
t echni cal programes shoul d be desi gned

Have ongoi ng projects involving natura
resource managenent and in particul ar
conbating desertification, been reviewed
to assess their conformty with the
UNCCD principles? If so, by whon?

What are the proposals to integrate the
ongoi ng projects into the NAP process?
What are the steps taken to ensure

adapt ati on of ongoing projects and their
integration into the NAP process?

Have projects specifically recomended
by the NAP been inplenmented, and what is
their status, results and inpacts?

Identification of new
actions and pl anned
measur es

What are the new actions proposed to
conbat desertification?

What are the planned neasures?

Specific actions to
strengthen the nationa
capacity to conbat
desertification, in
particular at the |ocal
| evel

Under this item specific responses on
training and capacity-building
processes are expected. Information on
other institutional neasures is to be
provi ded above under item (iv) on the
institutional neasures taken to

i mpl ement the Convention

Have specific training as well as

techni cal and scientific programes been
formul ated and adopt ed?

Has a priority been given to strengthen
capacities for the local |evel?

If so, how, and which training

activities have been organized (courses,
seni nars, workshops, in-service

training, etc)?

Has there been an evaluation of the

training?
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I ndi cat ors

Eval uati on paraneters

Remar ks

Questions

Action programe
implenented in
conpliance with
priority fields
set out in the
Conventi on

Measures for natura
resource conservation
Measures to inprove
institutional

organi zati on.

Measures to increase
know edge of
desertification as a
phenonenon.

Moni toring and

eval uati on neasures for
the effects of
desertification.
Measures to inprove the
economi ¢ environnent.

The contents of the various provisions
stemfromthe contents of the action
programme adopted by each of the
affected countries and the priorities
set by them Article 8 of the Regiona

I npl enentation Annex for Africa gives an
exanpl e of the contents that m ght be
included in the nmeasures to be adopted

Addi tional information on these measures
can be provided in responses to the
questions under previous indicators. On
institutional measures, in particular,
responses can be concentrated under item
(iv) on the institutional measures taken
to inplement the Convention

Have neasures been identified and
taken to inprove the economnic

envi ronment ,
in article 8 of the Regi

such as those proposed

onal

I npl enent ati on Annex for Africa?

If so,

how are they integrated into

the other economc policies and pl ans

(agriculture, trade, poverty
eradi cation, energy, financia
instruments, migration, etc)?

Li nkage achi eved
wi th subregi ona
and regi ona
action

pr ogr anmes

Devel opnent, at the
national |evel, of
programmes of a
subregi onal or regiona
character

St rengt heni ng the
African and ot her

rel evant scientific
net wor ks

The desertification control progranmres
adopted at the subregional |evel should
be incorporated into the nationa

pr ogr anmes

SRAPs and RAPs are understood to be
conpl ementary to and supportive of
national action progranmes

The contribution of the scientific

net wor ks can be neasured by weighing the
rel ati onshi p between the national actors
and the rel evant networks

How have the actions and neasures

taken at the subregiona
l evel s been integrated i

and regi ona
nto national

policies and the NAP and vice versa?

Are national scientific
institutions participati

and techni cal
ng actively

and effectively in the subregional

regi onal
net wor ks?

and i nternational

rel evant

Ef fecti veness of
nmeasures in

| ocal capacity-
bui I di ng

Degr ee of
responsibility in
natural resource

managenent devol ving on
|l ocal communities

Degr ee of
decentralization or
deconcentration

achi eved

I nvol venent of actors
in monitoring and

eval uation process

The degree of power which governnents
del egate to | ocal actors and the support
measures (training, |ocal organization
etc) need to be clearly shown

Additional information on this indicator
can be provided in responses to the
questions under previous indicators, in
particul ar, under item (iv) on the
institutional neasures taken to

i mpl enent the Convention
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I ndicators

Eval uation paraneters

Remar ks

Questions

Part ner shi p
agreenents
applied

Functioni ng of interna
partnershi p agreenents
Consul tation and
coordi nati on process

Resour ces nmade avail abl e
for NAP inpl erentation

Nunmber of international
partners invol ved
(multilateral and

bil ateral)

Information on this indicator and
paraneters can be found in responses
above to item (iv) on the institutional
measures taken to inplenent the
Convention and item (vi) on the

consul tative process in support of the
preparation and inplenmentation of the
NAP and t he partnership agreenent with
t he devel oped country Parties and ot her
interested entities
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ltem (viii):

Fi nanci al

al l ocations from nati onal

budgets in support of

i mpl ementation as well

as financi al

techni cal cooperation received and needed, identifying and prioritizing requirenents
I ndi cators Eval uati on paraneters Remar ks Questi ons
Adopt ed Measures to facilitate Revi si on of existing financial nechanisns I  What neasures have been taken to
financi al the access of |ocal shoul d make finance-related tools nore ensure access by local actors to
mechani sns actors to existing accessi ble to local actors. fundi ng sources?

sources of funding

Are these measures provisional or
per manent ? How can they be nade
sust ai nabl e?

Is there a listing of existing
sources of funding?

Wor ki ng out new, adapted
nmet hods to nobilize

i nt ernal
resources

and externa

New forns of financing could conprise
national desertification funds, including
the pronotion of funds at the local |evel
Wthin this frame, the State shoul d define
the terms and conditions for participation
by various actors in the financing and
managenent of desertification contro
activities. The international partners
shoul d support this process conceptually
and financially.

Has governnent deternined specific
mechani sms to ensure financing for
conbating desertification?

What are the nodalities of
participation of the various actors
in the funding and managenent of
activities to conbat
desertification?

Are international partners
supporting sonehow t hese specific
financi al mechani sns?

NAP fi nanci ng

Mobi i zati on of
nati onal resources
Mobi i zati on of

ext ernal resources
Contribution from
d obal Mechani sm
Nunber of partners
provi di ng financial
support

Amount of financia
resources avail abl e

Mobi li zation of internal resources

indi cates the degree of priority attached
to desertification control by the State in
the framework of the action progranme

Mobi I'i zation of external resources can
show the degree of conmitment of partners
in cooperation to the national process
The contribution of the G obal Mechani sm
(where applicable, as it has only recently
been i npl enented), shoul d be eval uated
through its capacity to nobilize new
resources, to direct the countries
concerned towards existing financia
resources, and to identify financia
mechani sms that mght help to inplenment

t he Conventi on.

What actions have been taken to
nobi |l i ze resources at nationa
international |evels?

Has the d obal Mechani sm been
contacted? Has it been able to
provi de orientation and support?

How many partners, and which,
specifically support the NAP
process?

How much have these partners
provided to the NAP process and how
much has the government requested
themto provide?

and
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I ndi cators Eval uati on paraneters Remar ks Questi ons
Techni cal 1 Mobi I'i zati on of 1 Has a plan been fornulated for the
cooperation techni cal cooperation request of technical cooperation
devel oped including multilateral and bilatera

Identification of
priority needs in
techni cal assistance

cooperati on?

What technical cooperation support
has been recei ved ot her than
financial resources?

What are the needs for technical
cooperation, in what specific areas
(technical, scientific, NGOs, CBCs,
etc.) and which is the priority

or der?
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I[tem (ix): Review

of the benchmarks and indicators utilized to neasure progress and

an assessment thereof

I ndi cat ors

Eval uati on paraneters

Remar ks

Questions

Qper ati ona
nmechani sns for
nmoni toring and
eval uation

Est abl i shnment and/ or
st rengt heni ng of

nati onal environnmenta
nmoni toring and
observati on
capacities.

I nformati on system on
desertification at the
nati onal |eve

Mai n actors’ access to
avail able information

Mechani sns for
consul tation
concerning the

anal ysis of results

Regul ar
reports

producti on of

Partici pation of
scientific and
technical institutions
in nmonitoring and

eval uati on

Feedback on eval uation
for progranme
managenent

Af fected countries should have the
nati onal capacity to harness the
rel evant environnmental information,
i ncl udi ng:

1  The capacity to collect,
and process information,
produce inpact indicators

The functional efficiency for
di ssem nating information and
networ ki ng at the national |eve

anal yse
and to

The capacity to harnoni ze existing
i nformati on systens in rel ated
fields (environment, agriculture,
energy, climte change,

bi odi versity, coastal and marine
resource managenment, etc.)

The capacity to nonitor the inpact
of the NAP

Response to this indicator and
paranmeters can refer to the

i nformation provided on the sane
subj ect under item (iv) on the
institutional nmeasures taken to
i npl enent the Conventi on.

What is the nechani sm of
observati on and nonitoring of
t he envi ronnent ?

VWhat are the neasures taken for
har moni zati on of existing
nmechani sns and systens?

VWhat is the planned nationa

net hodol ogy for the el aboration
of inpact indicators? Has it
been adopt ed?
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C. UNCCD profile system for national reports

32. In addition to what is requested by decision 11/COP.1, the national focal points
are recommended to integrate the information and data collected for the national reports
into specific databases, which could beconme information tools for inproving policy and
managenent of | and degradation issues, utilizing available national systens such as the
desertification information systenms (DI'S) and environnental information systens (EIS).

33. Dat abase devel opment should in particular include institutional and expertise data
such as relevant organizations and institutions, experts, projects and technical
docunent ati on. These databases, as well as systens such as the DIS and EI'S that have
been devel oped in some countries as part of the NAP process, should be fully utilized
to facilitate the preparation of future national reports.

34. The informati on obtained by the CCD secretariat fromthe national reports as well
as fromtheir conpilation and synthesis would be organized in a UNCCD profile system for
national reports, wth the purpose of facilitating interaction and exchange of
i nformati on anong all relevant actors, at both national and international levels, to
support the inplenmentation of the NAPs, fornulate nore accurate and useful reports and
facilitate the conpilation and synthesis of future reports (format contained in annex

).

35. Some of the elenents requested in annex |1l for the national profile on UNCCD
could be utilized for the summary of the national report. However, additi onal
information on itenms other than those requested in annex Il would al so be needed.
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Annex |
LEG SLATI VE AUTHORI TY
A. Deci si on 11/ COP. 1%/

Procedures for the communication of information and review of inplenentation

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling article 26 of the Convention, which provides that each Party shal
conmuni cate to the Conference of the Parties at its ordinary sessions, through the
Per manent Secretariat of the Convention, reports on neasures which it has taken for the
i mpl ementation of the Convention and that the Conference of the Parties shall determne
the tinetable for subm ssion and the format of such reports,

Recalling also article 22, paragraph 2 (a) of the Convention, which provides that
the Conference of the Parties shall regularly review the inplenmentation of the
Convention and the functioning of its institutional arrangenents in the |light of the
experience gained at the national, subregional, regional and international |evels and
on the basis of the evolution of scientific and technol ogi cal know edge,

Recalling further article 22, paragraph 2 (b) of the Convention, which provides
that the Conference of the Parties shall pronmpte and facilitate the exchange of
i nformati on on neasures adopted by the Parties, and determine the formand tinmetable for
transmtting the information to be submtted pursuant to article 26, review the reports
and make recommendati ons on them

Conscious of the desirability of adopting procedures to organize and streamnl i ne
t he communi cation of information,

Havi ng revi ewed the recomrendati ons of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Commttee
on this issue,

Deci des to adopt the procedures attached to the present decision

3/ 10CD COP(1)/11/Add. 1, pp. 41-46.
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| nt roduction

1. The purpose of the present procedures is to organize and streamine the
comuni cation of information pursuant to article 26 of the Convention in order to
facilitate the regular review of inplenentation by the Conference of the Parties, in
accordance with article 22, paragraph 2 (a) of the Convention, and to pronote and
facilitate the exchange of information on neasures adopted by the Parties pursuant to
article 22, paragraph 2 (b) of the Conventi on.

2. Specific objectives of the procedures include the follow ng:
(a) To ensure the effective assessnent of progress towards achieving the
obj ectives of the Convention and to enable the Conference of the Parties to nake

appropriate recomrendati ons to further those objectives;

(b) To exchange information and data anong Parties in order to maxim ze the
benefits of successful neasures and initiatives under the Convention

(c) To ensure that the Comrittee on Science and Technol ogy and the gl oba
mechani sm have access to the informati on and data necessary to carry out their mandates;

(d) To ensure that information on inplenmentation is in the public domain and
available to the international comunity, particularly intergovernmental and

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons, and other interested entities.

Ceneral obligation to report

3. Each Party shall conmunicate to the Conference of the Parties for consideration
at its ordinary sessions, through the Permanent Secretariat, reports on the neasures
which it has taken for the inplenentation of the Convention

4, Affected country Parties shall provide a description of the strategi es established
pursuant to article 5 of the Convention and of any relevant information on their
i mpl enent ati on.

5. Affected country Parties which inplenment action programmes pursuant to articles
9 to 15 of the Convention shall provide a detailed description of the programes and
their inplenmentation.

6. In addition to reports on acti on progranmes pursuant to paragraph 5, any group of
affected country Parties nmay nake a joint conmunication, directly or through a conpetent
subregi onal or regional organization, on nmeasures taken at the subregional and/or
regional levels in inplenmentation of the Convention

7. Devel oped country Parties shall report on mneasures taken to assist in the
preparation and inplenmentation of action programes, including information on the
financi al resources they have provided, or are providing, under the Convention
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8. Parties are encouraged to meke full use of +the expertise of conpetent
i ntergovernnental and non-governnental organizations in the preparation of reports and
in the dissem nation of relevant information.

9. Rel evant organs, funds and programmes of the United Nations, as well as other
i ntergovernmental and non-governnmental organizations, are encouraged to provide
i nformation, as appropriate, on their activities in support of the preparation and
i mpl enentati on of action programes under the Convention

Format and content of reports

10. Reports shoul d be as concise as possible to facilitate their review. They should
be structured as follows, taking into account the degree of devel opnent of action
programes and ot her rel evant circunstances:

(a) Reports on national action programes

(i) A table of contents;

(ii) A summary not exceedi ng si x pages;

(iii) The strategies and priorities established within the framework of
sust ai nabl e devel opnent pl ans and/ or policies;

(iv) The institutional measures taken to inplement the Convention

(v) The participatory process in support of the preparation and
i mpl enentation of the action programe;

(vi) The consultative process in support of the preparation and

i npl erentation of the national action programe and the
partnership agreement with devel oped country Parties and other
interested entities;

(vii) The neasures taken or planned within the framework of the nationa
action programes, including nmeasures to inprove the economc
envi ronnent, to conserve natural resour ces, to inprove
i nstitutional or gani zati on, to i nprove know edge of

desertification and to nonitor and assess the effects of drought;
(viii) Fi nancial allocations from national budgets in support of
i mpl enentation as well as financial assistance and technical
cooperation received and needed, identifying and prioritizing
requi renents;
(i x) A review of the benchmarks and indicators utilized to neasure
progress and an assessnent thereof;

(b) Reports on joint, subregional and regional action programes

(i) A table of contents;

(ii) A summary not exceedi ng si x pages;

(iii) The areas of cooperation under the programe and neasures taken or
pl anned;

(iv) The consultative process in support of the preparation and

i npl enentation of the subregional or regional action programres
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and the partnership agreenment with devel oped country Parties and
other interested entities;

(v) Fi nanci al allocations by affected country Parties of the subregion
or region in support of inplenentation as well as financia
assi stance and technical cooperation received and needed,
identifying and prioritizing requirenents;

(vi) A review of the benchmarks and indicators utilized to neasure
progress and an assessnent thereof;

(c) Reports of devel oped country Parties

(i) A table of contents;

(ii) A summary not exceedi ng si x pages;

(iii) The consultative processes and partnership agreenents in which
they are involved;

(iv) Measures taken to support the preparation and inplenentation of
action programres at all levels, including information on the

financial resources they have provided, or are providing, both
bilaterally and nmultilaterally;

(d) Reports of affected developed country Parties not preparing action

r ogr amres

(i) A table of contents;

(ii) A summary not exceedi ng si x pages;

(iii) The strategies and priorities, within the framework of sustainable

devel oprent plans and/or policies, to conbat desertification and
mtigate the effects of drought and any relevant information on
their inplenmentation.

11. I nformati on provided by relevant organs, funds and programmes of the United
Nations, as well as other intergovernnmental and non-governnental organizations, should

i nclude summaries, in principle not exceeding four pages.

Language of reports

12. Reports shall be conmmunicated to the Permanent Secretariat in one of the officia
| anguages of the Conference of the Parties.

Tinetable for the subnission of reports

13. The Conference of the Parties shall initiate, at its third session, review of the
reports submtted by the Parties, alternating between affected African country Parties
and affected country Parties of other regions. At its third session, the Conference of
the Parties shall exam ne the reports of affected African country Parties. At its
fourth session, the Conference of the Parties shall exam ne the reports of affected
country Parties of other regions. Such rotation shall apply to subsequent sessions.
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14. Devel oped country Parties shall report, at each session, on neasures taken to
assi st action programes of those affected devel oping country Parties reporting for the
session. Relevant organs, funds and programres of the United Nations, as well as other
i nt ergover nnental and non-governnental organizations, are invited to do |ikew se.

15. Reports shall be submtted to the Permanent Secretariat at |east six nmonths prior
to the session at which they are to be revi ened.

Conpi lation and synthesis by the Pernanent Secretariat

16. The Permanent Secretariat shall conpile the summaries of reports subnmtted
pursuant to paragraphs 3 to 7, and of information provided by rel evant organs, funds and
programmes of the United Nations, as well as other intergovernnental and

non- gover nient al organi zations, on neasures taken or planned in support of
i mpl enmentati on of the Convention

17. The Permanent Secretariat shall prepare, in addition, a synthesis of the reports
setting out the trends emerging in the inplenentation of the Convention

Revi ew process

18. Reports by Parties, together with advice and information provided by the Comm ttee
on Science and Technol ogy and the gl obal nechani sm consistent with their respective
mandat es and such other reports as the Conference of the Parties may call for, shal

constitute the basis of the review of inplenentation by the Conference of the Parties.

Periodic reports

19. After the third ordinary session and follow ng every subsequent ordinary session
of the Conference of the Parties, the Permanent Secretariat shall prepare a report
summari zi ng the conclusions of the revi ew process.

Oficial docunents

20. Docunents prepared by the Permanent Secretariat in accordance with paragraphs 16,
17 and 19 shall constitute official docunents of the Conference of the Parties.

Avail ability of reports

21. All reports communicated to the Permanent Secretariat in accordance with the
present procedures, as well as institutional information pursuant to paragraph 22, shall
be in the public domain. The Permanent Secretariat shall make avail abl e copies of the
reports to any interested Parties and other entities or individuals.

Communi cation of institutional information to the Pernanent Secretariat

22. To facilitate exchanges of information and infornmal contacts wi thin and outside
the review process, Parties shall comunicate to the Permanent Secretariat, as soon as
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practicable, information concerning the nanmes, addresses and phone nunbers of nati onal
subregi onal, and regional focal points and coordi nating bodies.

23. The Permanent Secretariat shall keep in databases and/or directories, and
regul arly update, information provided in accordance with the present procedures.

Assi stance to devel oping country Parties in the preparation of reports

24, The Permanent Secretariat shall, on request and within the limts of its
resources, facilitate assistance to affected devel oping country Parties, particularly
affected African country Parties and |east developed Parties among them in the
conpi l ati on and conmuni cation of information pursuant to the present procedures, or seek
such assistance frombilateral donors and/or conpetent intergovernnmental organizations.

B. Deci si on 5/ COP. 24/

Procedures for the communi cation of information
and review of inplenentation

The Conference of the Parties,

Recalling article 22, paragraphs 2(a) and (b), article 23, paragraph 2(c), and
article 26 of the Convention,

Reaf firm ng deci sion 11/ COP.1 on procedures for the comuni cation of informtion
and review of inplenmentation,

Havi ng considered the review of the inplementation of the Convention and of its
institutional arrangenents, including support to regional action progranmes, 2/

1. Recalls that, at its third session, in 1999, it shall exam ne the reports
of affected African country Parties and, at its fourth session, in 2000, the reports of
affected country Parties in other regions;

2. Recal | s al so that devel oped country Parties shall report, at each session
on neasures taken to assist action programes of those affected devel oping country
Parties reporting for the session, and that rel evant organs, funds and programmes of the
United Nations system and other intergovernnental and non-governnental organizations,
are invited to do |ikew se;

3. Recalls further that reports are to be submitted in conformty with the
procedures for the communi cati on of information and review of inplenentation contained
in decision 11/ COP. 1;

4/ 1CCD COP(2)/ 14/ Add. 1, p. 9.

5/ 1 CCD COP(2) /5.
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4, Cal | s upon CGovernnents, the United Nations systemand all other interested
or gani zations, including non-governnental organizations and the private sector, to

provi de technical and financial support with a view to assisting affected African
country Parties for the conpilation and comruni cati on of information to be submitted to
the Conference of the Parties at its third session, in 1999, for consideration, as well
as identifying the technical and financial needs associated with action progranmes;

5. Requests the secretariat to report to the Conference of the Parties at its
third session on its activities related to paragraph 24 of the procedures contained in
decision 11/COP.1 and article 23, paragraph 2(c), of the Convention

12th Pl enary
11 Decenber 1998
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Annex 11
WORK PLAN AND TI METABLE FOR PREPARATI ON OF NATI ONAL REPORTS AND
COWPI LATI ON AND SYNTHESI S BEFORE THE THI RD CONFERENCE OF THE PARTI ES
January: First technical neeting with international and African subregi onal partners

to decide on a possible approach for the el aboration of the national reports
(25-26 January, at CCD, Ceneva)

February: Second technical meeting (22-23 February, at UNEP, Nairobi)
Contact additional international and regi onal partners
Preparati on of guidelines by CCD secretariat and UNI TAR/ OSS

Recruitnent of local consultants: in coordination between countries,
subr egi onal organi zati ons and CCD secretari at

Mar ch: Briefing sessions at SADC (15-16, Johannesburg), AMJ (18-19, Rabat), |GAD
(18-19, Nairobi) and ClI LSS/ ECOMS (22-23, Quagadougou)

April: Preparation of reports, including two national workshops with a working
meeting in between and work by groups on each chapter as proposed above

Country visits as needed to provide additional assistance
May: Transm ssion of national reports to CCD secretari at

Fi nal i zati on of subregional reports and transmi ssion to CCD secretari at

June: Conpi | ation and synthesis by CCD secretari at
July: Fi nal i zati on and subm ssion for translation
August : Di stribution of docunents for COP 3

Septenber: Regional African Conference on the UNCCD (to prepare COP 3), Nairobi, to be
jointly organized by UNEP and the CCD secretari at

Novenber : COP 3, Recife, Brazil, 15-26 Novenber 1999
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Annex 11

UNCCD PROFI LE SYSTEM FOR NATI ONAL REPORTS

The following information will be integrated by the CCD secretariat with the technica
support of UNITARY into a database of profiles on UNCCD national reports. The database
will be maintained in close collaboration with national focal points, subregional and
regi onal organizations with the purpose of developing, at national, subregional and
regional levels, an information tool to assist policy nmaking and nanagenent, to
facilitate the preparation of future reports and to neet other networking needs at
nati onal as well as international |evels.

Al t hough t he database coul d be expanded in the future to include additional substantive
or institutional data, at this point it is necessary to concentrate on data which can
be easily transmitted and integrated, given the limted resources and tinme avail able
to the secretariat.

Basic data itenms for each national profile include:
(a) UNCCD ratification and entry into force (ratif/EIF): dates and decl arations

(b) UNCCD nati onal coordinating body (NCB): name of the organization, institutiona
framewor k, address and Wb site

(c) UNCCD national focal point (NFP): name of person in charge, title, address,
t el ephone, fax and emai

(d) UNCCD national events (awareness sem nars and other relevant forums for the
formul ati on and adoption of the NAP): date, venue and report and docunents avail abl e
(title, date, |language and where to request a copy)

(e) UNCCD national action programre (NAP): objectives, title of policies and measures,
list of projects and activities proposed, list of mnultilateral and bilateral donor
agenci es invol ved

(f) UNCCD national report: nunmber of report (COP 3, etc), date of subm ssion,
availability in hard copy and electronic format (CD-ROM Wb site, diskette or email)
(future reports, also status of preparation of national reports)

6/ The CCD secretariat is developing a state-of-the-art infornmation systemthat wll
deal with information in various forms, relevant to the specific needs of policy-nmaking
progranmme devel opment and i npl ementati on of the Convention. In support of the CCD
information system UNITAR will utilize the work done in collaboration with OSS and the
UNEP d obal Resources Infornation Database on the desertification information systens in
several African countries.
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(9) Ot her relevant organizations, classified as government or public agencies,
academi c institutions, NGOs, CBGs, private sector, regional and |ocal authorities and
medi a: starting with basic list and gradually including other data: focal points

addresses, telephone, fax, emails, Wb sites, nenbership, etc. Indication of whether
they participate in the national UNCCD conmittee or council

(h) Ot her relevant strategies, plans or programmes in fields such as national
devel opnent, agriculture, energy, environnent, education, health, trade, poverty
reduction, mgrations, biodiversity, climte change, narine resources and coastal
managenent, forests, water supply, etc. [Indication of whether any of these areas have
simlar national reporting processes and in such cases, indication of focal point.

(i) Rel evant information systens available in the country: basic description of system
nost relevant to UNCCD (for managerial and institutional as well as technical purposes),
list of other national information systems wth institutional/nmnagerial and
scientific/technical/geographical data and their Wb sites, and participation in
i nternational information systemns

(j) Rel evant national training institutions and activities available in the country

The UNCCD national profile system will include links to the CCD database on COP

participants and gradually to other databases containing relevant national data in
various international organizations.



