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|.  OPENI NG OF THE CONFERENCE
A.  Wel com ng cerenony
1. On 30 Novenber 1998, H.E. M. Abdou Di ouf, President of the Republic of

Senegal , opened the wel conming cerenony and nade a statenent.

2. Statenments were made by the Under- Secretary-Ceneral for Econom ¢ and
Social Affairs, who al so conveyed a nessage fromthe Secretary-General of the
United Nations, and by the Executive Secretary of the secretariat of the
Conventi on.

3. Summari es of the statenents made during the wel com ng cerenony are to be
found in annex I.

B. Opening of the session

4, The second session of the Conference of the Parties, convened pursuant
to article 22 of the United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification, was
opened in Dakar, Senegal, on 30 Novenber 1998, by the representative of the
President of the first session of the Conference of the Parties.

C. Election of the President
(Agenda item 1)

5. At its 1st plenary neeting, on 30 November, the Conference el ected

M. Souty Touré, Mnister for the Environment and Protection of Nature of the
Republic of Senegal, as President by acclamation.

6. At the sanme neeting, the President nmade a statenent.

D. Opening and general statenents

7. At the 1st plenary neeting, on 30 Novenber, the Under-Secretary-Genera
for Econom c and Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat nmade a
st atenent .

8. At the sanme neeting, the Executive Secretary of the secretariat of the
Convention to Combat Desertification made a statenent.

9. Al so at the same neeting, statenents were nade by the representatives of
I ndonesi a (on behalf of the States nenbers of the G oup of 77), Austria (on
behal f of the States nmenbers of the European Union), Canada (also on behal f of
Australia, Iceland, Japan, Norway, the Republic of Korea, Switzerland, Turkey
and the United States of Anerica) and Ecuador (on behalf of the Latin American
and Cari bbean G oup).

10. The representative of Third World Environment and Devel opnent (ENDA-TM
al so made a statenment on behalf of the community of non-governnental
or gani zati ons.
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11. At the 2nd plenary neeting, statenments were nmade by the Executive
Secretary of the secretariat of the Convention on Wetlands (Ransar Conventi on)
and the representative of the secretariat of the Convention on Biol ogical
Diversity. Statenments were also made by the representatives of the follow ng
i ntergovernmental organizations: League of Arab States, |ntergovernnental

Aut hority on Devel opnment. Statenents were made by the representatives of the
Worl d Meteorol ogi cal Organi zation, the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul tural
Organi zation. The representative of the United Nations Environment Progranme
al so made a statenent.

12. At the 5th plenary neeting, on 7 Decenber, the Vice-President of the
Worl d Bank, M. lan Johnson, nmade a statement.

13. Summari es of the opening and general statenments referred to in
paragraphs 7-12 are to be found in annex I1.

1. ORGAN ZATI ONAL MATTERS

A. Adoption of the agenda
(Agenda item 3)

14. At the 1st plenary neeting, on 30 November, follow ng statenments by
the representative of Austria (on behalf of the States menbers of the

Eur opean Union) and Benin (on behalf of the African G oup), the Conference
adopted its agenda as contained in docunent | CCD/ COP(2)/1 and Corr. 1.

B. Election of officers other than the President
(Agenda item 2)

15. At its 1st plenary neeting, on 30 Novenber, the Conference heard
statenents by the chairnen of the regional groups, who put forward candi dates
for the posts of Vice-President of the Conference and for the post of

Chai rperson of the Commttee on Science and Technol ogy.

16. At the sanme neeting, the Conference elected M. Mhanmmd Reza H. K
Jabbari (Islam c Republic of Iran) as Chairperson of the Commttee on Science
and Technology at its second session, who served ex officio as a nenber of the
Bureau of the second session.

17. At the 3rd plenary neeting, on 1 Decenber, the representative of Benin
stated on behalf of the African G oup that, Africa being host continent of
the second session of the Conference of the Parties, it w shed to show
understanding and flexibility with respect to that group's representation on
the Bureau. Accordingly, the African Group was prepared to conformto the
consensus by clainmng only two nenmbers for the Bureau of the second session,
on the understanding that it intends to claimthree nenbers in a Bureau

of 11 members for the third and subsequent sessions.
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18. At the sanme neeting, the Conference then el ected by acclamation the
following officers to serve on its Bureau for the second session in addition
to the President and Chairperson of the Cormittee on Sci ence and Technol ogy:

Vi ce- Presi dents:

John Ashe (Antigua and Barbuda)
Maria Julia Alsogaray (Argentina)
Jafarov Ogtay (Azerbaijan)

Mar c Gedopt (Bel gi um

divier Jalbert (Canada)

Abdel maj i d Khabour (Jordan)

Ali Saad Altokhais (Saudi Arabia)
Hat em Ben Sal em ( Tuni si a)

SSSs555%

Vi ce- Presi dent - cum Rapport eur:

M. Sanvel Bal oyan (Arnmenia)

C. Ouganization of work, including the establishnent
of a Committee of the Wole
(Agenda item 3)

19. At its 1st plenary neeting, on 30 Novenmber, the Conference approved
the proposed organi zati on of work for the session, as contained in
docunent | CCD/ COP(2)/1, annex Il, and Corr. 1.

Establishment of the Committee of the Wole

20. At its 1st plenary neeting, on 30 Novenber, the Conference decided to
establish a Conmittee of the Whole at its second session to consider
out standi ng i ssues for adoption by the Conference.

21. At its 3rd plenary neeting, on 1 Decenber, upon the proposal of the
President, the Conference designated M. Marc Cedopt (Bel gi um as Chairnman of
the Comm ttee of the Whol e.

D. Committee on Science and Technol ogy

22. The Committee on Science and Technol ogy was convened under the
chai rmanship of M. Mhammad Reza H K. Jabbari (lslam c Republic of Iran).
The Committee held seven neetings, from1l to 4 Decenber 1998.

23. The Committee had before it the foll owi ng agenda:

Openi ng of the session.

El ecti on of vice-chairpersons.

Adoption of the agenda and organi zati on of work.

Benchmar ks and i ndi cat ors.

Survey and eval uation of existing networks, institutions, agencies
and bodi es.

akwNPE
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6. Report on the work of other bodies performng work simlar to that
envi saged for the Conmittee on Science and Technol ogy.

7. Tradi ti onal know edge.

8. Future work programme of the Committee.

9. Rost er of independent experts.

10. Creation, if necessary, of an ad hoc panel or panels.

11. Ot her matters.

12. Report of the session.

24. At its 2nd neeting, on 1 Decenber, the Cormittee elected the follow ng
vi ce-chai rpersons by acclamationl1l/: M. Sanuel Mitiso (Kenya)

M. Guido Soto (Chile) and Ms. Linda Brown (United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Irel and).

25. The Committee on Science and Technol ogy made a nunber of recomendati ons
to the Conference of the Parties, which took action on themat its 5th, 10th
and 12th neetings, on 7, 10 and 11 Decenber (see paragraphs 48-51).

E. Adm ssion of organizations as observers
(Agenda item 5)

Observer status for intergovernnental organizations

26. At its 3rd plenary neeting, on 1 Decenber, the Conference decided to
accord observer status to the intergovernnental organizations listed in
document | CCD/ COP(2)/12, annex |

27. At its 4th plenary neeting, on 4 Decenber, the Conference decided to
accord observer status to the intergovernnental organizations listed in
docunent | CCD/ COP(2)/12/ Add. 1, annex | (nanely the International Center for
Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas and the International Plant Cenetic
Resources Institute).

Accreditation of non-governnental organizations

28. At its 3rd plenary neeting, on 1 Decenber, the Conference al so
decided to accredit the non-governnental organizations listed in
document | CCD/ COP(2)/12, annex I11.

F. Attendance
29. The second session of the Conference of the Parties was attended by

representatives of the following 113 Parties to the United Nations Convention
to Conbat Desertification:

Al geri a Bel gi um Canada

Angol a Belize Cape Verde

Anti gua and Bar buda Beni n Central African
Argentina Bolivia Republic

Ar nmeni a Bot swana Chad

Austri a Br azi | Chile

Azer bai j an Bur ki na Faso Chi na

Bangl adesh Bur undi Conor os

Bar bados Caner oon Cook | sl ands
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Costa Rica Italy Par aguay
Cuba Janmi ca Per u
Denocratic Republic Japan Port uga

of the Congo Jor dan Romani a
Denmar k Kazakhst an Sai nt Lucia
Dj i bouti Kenya Sao Tonme and Principe
Domi ni can Republic Kuwai t Saudi Arabi a
Ecuador Kyrgyzst an Senega
Egypt Lao People's South Africa
El Sal vador Denocrati c Republic Spai n
Eritrea Lesot ho Sudan
Et hi opi a Li byan Arab Jamahiriya Swazi | and
Eur opean Conmunity Luxenmbour g Sweden
Fiji Madagascar Swi t zer | and
Fi nl and Mal awi Syrian Arab Republic
France Mal i Taj i ki stan
Ganbi a Mauritani a Togo
Ger many Mexi co Tuni si a
Chana Mongol i a Tur key
G eece Mor occo Tur kneni st an
Gui nea Mozanbi que Uganda
Qui nea- Bi ssau Myanmar Uni t ed Ki ngdom of
Hai ti Nanmi bi a Great Britain and
Hondur as Nepal Nort hern Irel and
I cel and Net her | ands Uni ted Republic of Tanzania
I ndi a Ni ger Uzbeki st an
I ndonesi a Ni geri a Vi et Nam
Iran (Islamc Ni ue Yenen

Republic of) Nor way Zanbi a
I rel and Paki st an Zi mbabwe
| srael Panama
30. The session was al so attended by observers fromthe following 13 States

not Parties to the Conventi on:

Australia

Czech Republic
Holy See

Japan

Naur u

Phi | i ppi nes

Pol and

Republic of Korea

Russi an Feder ati on

Rwanda
Thai | and
Tuval u

United States of Anerica

| CCD/ COP(2) / 14
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31. The following United Nations offices and programres were represented:

Uni ted Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnent (UNCTAD)

Uni ted Nations Devel opment Programme ( UNDP)

Uni ted Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

Uni ted Nations Hi gh Commi ssioner for Refugees (UNHCR)

United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UN TAR)

Uni ted Nations Departnent for Econom c and Social Affairs (UNDESA)
United Nations University (UNU)

Worl d Food Programme (WFP)

32. The follow ng specialized agenci es and ot her organizations of the
Uni ted Nations system were represented:

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO

G obal Environnent Facility (GEF)

International Fund for Agricultural Devel opment (1 FAD)

I nternational Labour Organization (ILO)

Secretariat of the Convention on Biol ogical Diversity (CBD)
Secretariat of the Convention on the Conservation of Mgratory Species
of WIld Animals (CMS)

Secretariat of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change ( UNFCCC)

Uni ted Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
( UNESCO)

Wor | d Bank

Wor| d Meteorol ogi cal Organi zati on (WMO)

G. Docunentation

33. The docunents before the Conference of the Parties at its second session
are listed in annex VIl bel ow.

[11. SPECI AL SEGVENT ON CONVENTI ON | MPLEMENTATI ON
34. A list of speakers at the special segnent on ways and nmeans by which
the Conference of the Parties could promote the tinely and effective

i mpl ement ati on of the Convention is to be found in annex I1I1.

35. The President's summary regardi ng the special segnent is to be found in
annex | V.

I'V. DECI SI ONS AND RESOLUTI ONS ADOPTED BY THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTI ES

A. Decisions taken directly in the Plenary

36. At its 10th neeting, on 10 Decenber, the Conference took the follow ng
deci si on:

24/ COP. 2 Dat e and venue of the third session of the Conference of the
Parti es
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37. At its 12th neeting, on 11 Decenber, the Conference took the follow ng
deci si on:
23/ COP. 2 Report on the Round Tabl e of Parlianmentarians

The Declaration referred to in decision 23/COP.2 is attached as annex V to
this report.

B. Decision taken on the recommendati on of the Bureau

38. At its 12th neeting, on 11 Decenber, the Conference took the follow ng
deci sion on the reconmendati on of the Bureau:

25/ COP. 2 Credentials of representatives of Parties to the second
session of the Conference of the Parties to the
United Nations Convention to Conbat Desertification
(I CCD/ COP(2)/13) 2/

C. Decisions taken on the recommendation
of the Conmmittee of the Wole

39. At its 12th nmeeting, on 11 Decenber, the Conference took the follow ng
deci sions on the recommendation of the Committee of the Wole:

1/ COP. 2 Ordi nary sessions of the Conference of the Parties

2/ COP. 2 Progranmme of work for the Conference of the Parties

3/ COP. 2 Admi ni strative and support arrangenents for the secretariat,
i ncluding interim arrangenents

4/ COP. 2 Agr eenent concerning the headquarters of the pernmanent
secretariat of the Convention

5/ COP. 2 Procedures for the communication of information and review

of inplenmentation

6/ COP. 2 Adj ustnment to the Convention budget and programe for 1999

7/ COP. 2 Medi umterm strategy of the secretari at

8/ COP. 2 Col | aboration with other conventions

9/ COP. 2 Regi onal inplenmentati on annexes and interregi onal programres
and platfornms of cooperation

10/ COP. 2 Revi ew of the inplenmentation of the Convention

11/ COP. 2 Regi onal cooperation between countries of eastern and
central Europe

18/ COP. 2 d obal Mechani sm

19/ COP. 2 Menmor andum of under st andi ng between the Conference of the
Parties to the United Nations Convention to Conbat
Desertification and the International Fund for Agricultural
Devel opnent regarding the nodalities and adm nistrative
operations of the d obal Mechani sm

20/ COP. 2 Consi deration of rules 22 and 31 of the rules of procedure

21/ COP. 2 Consi deration of rule 47 of the rules of procedure

22/ COP. 2 Resol ution of questions; annexes on arbitration and

conci liation procedures

40. At the 12th neeting, on 11 Decenber, the follow ng statenents were nade.
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41. Wth respect to decision 3/COP.2, the United States of Anerica nade a
statenent explaining why it could not support paragraph 3 of that decision.
It stated that: (a) as a matter of principle, conference servicing costs
shoul d not be borne by the United Nations regul ar budget, but rather by the
Parties to the Convention; (b) the United States Congress was considering
wi thhol ding its proportionate share of conference servicing costs for al
conventions funded fromthe United Nations regular budget; (c) the decision on
the 1999 budget contained a provision (6/COP.2, para. 12) acceptable to the
United States of America relating to future conferences, whose wordi ng was
simlar to a provision adopted by the Conference of the Parties to the

Uni ted Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change at its fourth session

42. Wth respect to decision 4/ COP.2, Germany made the follow ng statenent:

“On behalf of the German delegation | would like to say that we
are particularly happy that the headquarters agreenment could be signed
in due course before the second session of the Conference of the
Parti es.

We are pleased to report that the fulfilnment of the form
requi rements on our side, which are needed to enable the Agreenent
to enter into force, will, nost |ikely, be achieved by early 1999

We are also delighted to state before the Second Conference of
the Parties that, following the offer of the Governnent of the Federa
Republic of Germany, the Agreenment provides for the equal treatnent of
the Pernmanent Secretariat of the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change and the Permanent Secretariat of the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification.”

43. Wth respect to decision 7/COP.2, Haiti, on behalf of the G oup of
Latin American and Cari bbean States (GRULAC), made the follow ng statement:

“The GRULAC considers it very necessary for the mediumterm
strategy of the secretariat to be approved in order to allow the
secretariat to fulfil its nmandate in a straightforward and efficient
manner.”

44, Also with respect to decision 7/COP.2, Benin, speaking on behalf of
the Group of 77 and China, stated that the G oup understood that the
conpendiumreferred to in paragraph 2 of the decision would include
document | CCD/ COP(2)/6.

45. Wth respect to decision 9/COP.2, Austria, on behalf of the European
Union and its nenber States, nade the foll ow ng statenent:

“We appreciate the efforts undertaken by parties of the regional
annexes in intensifying their cooperation in the inplenentation of the
Convention. As we have heard, sone regions have undertaken to
facilitate their cooperation through the establishment of regiona
coordination units co-located with the UNEP regi onal office in Mexico
and the African Devel opment Bank in Abidjan. The COP has taken useful
further steps to strengthen regional cooperation, in particular through



46.
Latin

47.
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this decision. However, it is our firmposition that the facilitating
role of the Executive Secretary nust not lead to the creation of new
formal Convention structures.”

Also with respect to decision 9/COP.2, Haiti, on behalf of the G oup of
Ameri can and Cari bbean States (GRULAC), made the follow ng statenent:

“The GRULAC requests the secretariat to pursue and reinforce its
actions in support of national, subregional and regional activities in
Latin America and the Caribbean in the struggle against desertification
and the effects of drought.”

Wth respect to decision 19/COP.2, the follow ng statement was made by

Canada on behalf of the States nenbers of the Organi zation for Economc
Cooperation and Devel opnent :

48,
deci si

49,
deci si

50.
deci si

(We are naturally disappointed that it was not possible to
adopt the MOU itself at this session. W were, as you know, fully
content with the substance of the instrunent devel oped for our

consi deration by the Secretariat and | FAD, both of which we would |ike
to conmmend nost sincerely for their efforts. Sonme of the |anguage in
the MOU in our opinion needs to be nodified for purely technical

reasons. The changes fall into three categories: First, all the
references to 'agreenent' and 'agree' should becone ' MOU and
"understand'; second, 'shall' should becone '"will'; and third "entry
into force' should beconme '"entry into operation'. Wth these technica

changes the MOU woul d be perfectly correct, both inits formand its
substance. We would like the secretariat and | FAD, when conti nui ng
their consultations on the text of the MOU, as just decided by the
Conference of the Parties, to take these points on board. W rest
assured that even without the formal adoption of this MOUJ, the GM can
continue to operate efficiently.”

D. Decisions taken on the recommendati on of
the Committee on Science and Technol ogy

At its 5th neeting, on 7 Decenber, the Conference took the follow ng
ons on the recomendati on of the Conmittee on Science and Technol ogy:

13/ COP. 2 Rost er of independent experts

15/ COP. 2 Ot her bodies performng work simlar to that envisaged for
the Cormittee on Science and Technol ogy

16/ COP. 2 Benchmar ks and i ndicators

17/ COP. 2 Survey and eval uation of existing networks, institutions,
agenci es and bodi es

At its 10th neeting, on 10 Decenber, the Conference took the follow ng
on on the reconmendation of the Cormttee on Science and Technol ogy:

14/ COP. 2 Tradi ti onal know edge

At its 12th nmeeting, on 11 Decenber, the Conference took the follow ng
on on the reconmendation of the Commttee on Science and Technol ogy:

12/ COP. 2 Wor k progranme of the Committee on Science and Technol ogy
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51. In accordance with decision 12/ COP.2, on the recommendati on of the
Bureau of the Conmttee on Science and Technol ogy, the Conference deci ded at
its 12th nmeeting, on 11 Decenber, to appoint the followi ng 10 experts to
conprise an ad hoc group on traditional know edge:

Sur nane Name Cender Discipline

BOVBA Jean- Cl aude M Cl i mat ol ogy

HOFFMAN M chael Tim M Bot any, ecol ogy/ ecosystens

NARAI N Sunita F Nat ural resources managenent

OSMAN SAAKA Sanuel M Envi r onnment

PHI LI P Chri stiaan Rey M Rural devel opment and regi onal
pl anni ng

SHATANAW Mohamred M Hydr ol ogy

TORRES GUEVARA Juan M Agricul tural sciences
Bi odi versity

URQUI ZA Mari a F Agricul tural sciences,
Envi r onnment

VARTEVANI AN Ashot M Agriculture

WACKER Cori nne F Ant hr opol ogy and soci ol ogy

and further decided to designate M. Jean-Cl aude Bonba of the Central African
Republic as its coordi nator

E. Programme and budget: review of the situation
regardi ng extrabudgetary funds in 1998
(Agenda item 6 (c) (iii))

52. At its 12th plenary neeting, on 11 Decenber, the Conference took note of
the report of the secretariat 3/ on extrabudgetary funds in 1998.

F. Resolutions

53. At its 12th plenary nmeeting, on 11 Decenber, the Conference unani nously
adopted the follow ng resol utions:

Resol ution 1/ COP. 2 Solidarity with Central Anerica

Resol ution 2/ COP. 2 Expression of thanks to the people and
Gover nnment of Senegal

V.  CONCLUSI ON OF THE SESSI ON

A. Adoption of the report on credentials

54, At its 12th plenary nmeeting, on 11 Decenber, the Conference, having
consi dered the report on credentials of the Bureau of the second session of
the Conference (1 CCD/ COP(2)/13) and the reconmendati on contai ned therein
approved the report on credentials, as orally amended. It was subsequently
ascertained by the secretariat that the report contained in | CCD/ COP(2)/13
did not fully reflect the report of the Bureau in that 10 nanes had been
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i nadvertently omtted during the processing of the docunment. Accordingly a
revi sed docunent was issued (I CCD/ COP(2)/13/Rev.1), adding the names of
Kazakhst an, Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho, Luxenbourg, Mdagascar, Mali, Mauritania,
Mongolia and Spain to paragraph 6 of the report, in addition to those of

Tuni sia and the United Republic of Tanzani a.

B. Date and venue of the third session
of the Conference of the Parties

55. At its 10th plenary nmeeting, on 10 Decenber, the Conference of the
Parti es adopted decision 24/ COP.2 on the date and venue of the third session
of the Conference of the Parties, the text of which is contained in Part Two,
section I, of this report.

C. Adoption of the report of the Conference
of the Parties on its second session

56. At its 12th plenary nmeeting, on 11 Decenber, the Conference of the
Parties adopted the draft report on its second session (I CCD/ COP(2)/L.29)
aut hori zing the Rapporteur, with the assistance of the secretariat, to
conpl ete the report, as appropriate.

D. Closure of the session

57. Statenents made at the closing cerenony are summari zed in annex VI.
58. The Prine Mnister of the Republic of Senegal, H E. M. Mamadou Lam ne

Loum nmade a statenent and decl ared cl osed the second session of the
Conference of the Parties.

Not es

1/ The post of one vice-chairperson remai ned vacant.
2/ See al so | CCD/ COP(2)/13/Rev. 1.

3/ | CCD/ COP(2) /3 and Add. 1.
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Annex |
SUMMARI ES OF STATEMENTS MADE AT THE WELCOM NG CEREMONY
1. At the first plenary neeting of the COP 2 on 30 Novenber 1998,

M. Hama Arba Diallo, Executive Secretary of the CCD secretariat, thanked
Senegal for hosting the COP 2 and for playing a leading role in the conbat
agai nst desertification at the regional, international as well as the national
| evel s.

2. He recalled that the Convention does not provide solutions, but a new
tool to inmprove life conditions in arid, sem-arid, and sub-hum d areas while
preserving natural resources. It offers an innovative instrument to break the
circle of poverty and desertification, and to create new hope in affected
popul ations in the framework of sustainable devel opment. Wile |and
degradation, water scarcity and food insecurity still represent nmjor
constraints for affected countries, the numerous initiatives taken in the
framework of the UNCCD allow for some optimsm International cooperation, as
wel |l as the pronpt el aboration of national, subregional and regional action
progranmmes needs to be further enhanced and the secretariat remains at the

di sposal of all Parties to facilitate this urgent process.

3. After recalling the 145 ratifications received to date, he illustrated
the main activities undertaken in the affected regions. He then stressed that
the COP 2 would start the discussion on the process of elaboration and

i npl ement ati on of action programmes at the national, subregional and regi ona

| evel s, including on the role of national focal points, coordination

mechani sns, stakehol ders and affected popul ations at all levels. After two
years fromthe entry into force of the CCD, many observers are now expecting
to see it become reality in the field.

4, A message fromthe Secretary-General of the United Nations was conveyed
to the Conference by M. Nitin Desai, Under-Secretary-General for Econom c and
Social Affairs. He stressed that this was the largest United Nations neeting
ever held in Senegal, and that it was particularly appropriate to have it in
Africa, which has played a |leading role towards the creation of the
Convention. He highlighted that the Convention has pre-emnently a

devel opnment focus, and addresses the issue of poverty that affects over one
billion people around the world, the inportance of a participatory approach
and of international partnership anong affected countries, and countries that
are in a position to provide assistance and support. The Convention contains
in particular three elements which are fully in accordance with the principles
of the Rio Sutmit: the |ink between environment and devel opnent, the call for
strong partnership between devel opi ng and devel oped countries, and the

i nportance of interrelations anong different sectors and processes (poverty,
climte change, etc.) in a unitarian framework. For these reasons, he was
particularly satisfied to state the success of the CCD process, but recalled
the inportance of strengthening coordination and international cooperation.

5. H. E. M. Abdou Diouf, President of Senegal, welconmed all participants
and t hanked the Conference for choosing Senegal as the host country for its
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second session. He recalled how severely Senegal and the Sahel have been hit
by desertification, and how closely this process is linked to poverty,

m grati ons and underdevel opnent at the global level. 1In Africa, the
phenomenon i s assum ng particularly alarm ng di mensions.

6. He stressed the need to seek for adequate responses to the demand for
better living conditions from affected popul ations. Traditional know edge has
provi ded good answers in the past, but is no |onger sufficient given the
growi ng conplexity of the problem He highlighted the inportance of

i nternati onal awareness and support for affected countries. He recalled the
United Nations role and engagenent, as well as initiatives at the regional and
national |evels, such as the creation of the Permanent Inter-State Conmittee
for Drought Control in the Sahel (CILSS) out of the tragedy of the years

1969- 1974, and the Senegal ese engagenment in establishing structures and
programes to focus policy priorities towards addressing desertification. It
is now necessary to nove to an effective operational phase. |In particular,
three el enents should be taken into account: the need to coordinate
activities under the three gl obal Conventions; the need for adequate financi al
resources, with particular regard to the formula for debt conversion agai nst
nat ure conservation; and the need to define the role and operational
procedures of the d obal Mechani sm
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Annex |1
SUMMARI ES OF OPENI NG AND GENERAL STATEMENTS
1. Ambassador Franchetti Pardo, on behalf of the Mnister for Foreign

Affairs of Italy, M. Lanberto Dini, reported to the Conference on the results
of the last neeting of the Bureau, and congratul ated Senegal for the
organi zati on of the second session of the COP

2. The Mnister for the Environnent and Protection of Nature of Senegal,

M. Souty Touré, thanked the Conference for electing himPresident of the
session and stressed the inportance of the Convention in the Senegal ese
approach to devel opnment issues. Senegal has tackled desertification since the
1960s, but at the beginning of the twenty-first century the process of I|and
degradation in all regions of the world raises increasing concern. The
magni t ude of the degradation of natural resources poses serious constraints on
devel opnent perspectives and calls for a new approach, as contained in the
Convention. The full partnership of all involved stakeholders at the |oca

and international |evels; the need for integrated planning that harnonizes
sectoral policies; the enhancement of international cooperation - these are
the constructive el enments contained in the Convention, that make it possible
to hope for a better future.

3. On behalf of the Goup of 77 and China, the representative of Indonesia
expressed hope for a fruitful discussion on concrete initiatives in affected
countries, and encouraged all Parties to fully support the operationalization
and i npl enentation of the CCD. Regional coordination units and stronger

i nternational partnership should be enhanced. He expressed concern that

devel oped countries |ack enthusiasmin supporting affected countries in

i npl ementing the CCD, and wi shed for the G obal Mechanismto start operating
as soon as possible. The d obal Environment Facility (CGEF) should al so
devel op new programmes focusing on mitigation of desertification effects.

4, On behal f of the European Union, the representative of Austria expressed
the hope that the COP 2 offers the occasion for a fruitful dial ogue on the

i npl ementation of the CCD. Europe believes in the inmportance of the
Convention and of international cooperation, and will continue to support it
in the post Lomé franmework. He stressed the need to avoid duplications and to
establ i sh coordination tools such as the chef-de-file, as well as to enhance
the bottomup, participatory approach and synergi es anong the gl oba
conventions. He encouraged the COP 2 to shape the nandate of the CCD
especially taking into account the distinct role of the G obal Mechani sm

Al so, he wished for the Conmttee on Science and Technol ogy to develop a nore
focused agenda.

5. On behal f of the JUSSCANZ group, the representative of Canada wel coned
the opening of the COP 2 and gave an assurance of the group's ful
col l aboration in a constructive process.

6. On behal f of CGRULAC, the representative of Ecuador highlighted the

i nterest expressed by the GRULAC region in the CCD by recalling that nore than
90 per cent of its menbers have already ratified the Convention. A regional
action programe has been el aborated, while a regional coordination unit and a
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regional information network are already established. Furthernore, great
interest is taken in the issues related to indicators and traditiona

know edge, while concern was expressed at the unequal distribution of
financial resources anobng regions. He also expressed the hope that GRULAC
woul d host COP 3.

7. On behal f of the community of non-governnmental organizations (NGOs)
accredited to the COP 2, the representative of ENDA infornmed of the
preparatory session held by the NGOs before the opening of the COP 2. The
NGOs expressed appreciation of the initiative to have two hal f-days of

NGO- gover nment di al ogue during the Conference, as a concrete sign of the
countries' intention to turn into reality the partnership with civil society
in the inplenentation of the CCD. They indicated that the sessions would be
devoted to the role of civil society and of traditional know edge as concrete
tools in conbating desertification, rather than a theoretical exercise. The
NGOs expressed concern with the delay in launching the @ obal Mechanism and
hi ghlighted the need to extend the GEF focal areas also to | and degradation
They proposed the establishment of an NGO consultative commttee at the GEF,
as well as regular NGO neetings between COP sessions to be coordinated by the
CCD secretari at.

8. As at the first session of the COP, the Ransar Secretariat confirmed its
intention to collaborate with the CCD secretariat to maintain and restore
habitats that are essential to secure a sound resource base for people's

devel opnment and wel |l -being. Sone of the nost inportant wetlands are in the
arid zone, where there may be thousands and possibly hundreds of thousands of
wet | ands of different sizes. Furthernore, Parties to the Ransar Convention
are also Parties to the CCD. A menorandum of understanding is being discussed
anong the two secretariats.

9. The representative of the Convention on Biol ogical Diversity (CBD)
stated that cooperation between the CCD and the CBD has been formalized

t hrough a menorandum of understanding. Arid zones are of great inportance for
conservation of biodiversity as they host 35 per cent of the human popul ation,
whi ch puts great pressure on natural resources. The nmenorandum of
under st andi ng provi des not only the general framework for cooperation but also
concrete initiatives to support the inplenmentation of the two conventions, as
well as joint scientific activities and information managenent. The
Convention on Biological Diversity approaches ecosystens through four work
progranmmes addressing biodiversity in forests, agriculture, international

wat ers and oceans and coastal areas. |In particular, the Conference of the
Parties to the Convention, at its fourth session, established that ecosystens
of arid and semi -arid zones, Mediterranean habitats, and savannahs w || be at
the core of the COP 5, to be held in Nairobi in the year 2000. A cruci al
aspect of cooperation anong the two secretariats will be the possibility of
new procedures to allow for nore efficiency in the Parties' fulfilment of
reporting obligations deriving fromthe conventions.

10. The Executive Secretary of the CCD highlighted the inportance of
col | aborati on anong conventions and of further enhancing synergies.

11. The representative of the Arab Centre for the Study of Arid Zones and
Dry Lands (ACSAD) stated that ACSAD is one of the specialized organizations
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working in the framework of the League of Arab States and is in charge of
coordinating the inplenentation of the CCD. The npbst inmportant neasures taken
i ncl ude strengthening the scientific |inkage between those concerned,
enhanci ng research and el aboration and inplenmentation of pilot projects.
Priority is given to desertification control and to the possibility of

appl ying techniques also to African countries. While solutions to the

probl ens are possible, in many cases their inplenentation neets obstacles in
the lack of sufficient financial resources and in sonme |egislative, social and
organi zati onal factors.

12. The representative of the World Meteorol ogi cal Organi zati on (WMD) st ated
t hat phenomena |ike the increase of the nmean surface tenperature of the earth
and EI Nifio are just examples that indicate the role WMO can play in
supporting the inplenmentation of the CCD through its programmes and in
particular the following activities: pronotion at the regional and gl oba

l evels of the collection, analysis and free exchange of informtion and data
on meteorol ogical, climtological and hydrol ogi cal situations and processes;
capacity-building and training; and pronotion of the inplenmentation of the
“climate agenda” with other organizations. Special attention should be paid
to the establishnment of a nechanismfor cooperation between the CCD, the CBD
and the FCCC as well with the WM UNEP | nt ergovernnmental Panel on Cinmate
Change and to inproving systematic neteorol ogical and climtol ogi cal data
coll ection and exchange. Availability of adequate financial resources is

f undanent al

13. The representative of the Food and Agricul ture Organi zati on of the
United Nations (FAO) recalled the interest and engagenent of FAO in the comnbat
agai nst desertification which is closely related to the main mandate of FAQ
namely, food security. In particular, FAOis engaged in two directions.
Firstly, strengthening desertification-related activities within the

organi zation's regul ar programme. Over 100 projects are currently being

i mpl emented in the drylands. Secondly, it has established cooperation
agreenents with the Italian Governnent, |IFAD and UNEP. An agreenent is also
being finalized between the FAO and the CCD secretariat. Furthernore, the FAO
is happy to contribute its |ong experience and collection of data to the CCD
Parti es.

14. The representative of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cul tural Organization (UNESCO) stated that UNESCO is finalizing a nmenorandum
of understanding with the CCD secretariat to enhance coll aborati on,
particularly in the sectors of education, science and culture. Many of the
current fields of activities of UNESCO have close links to desertification

i ssues, for exanmple its programme of training for African scientists, its
network on bi osphere reserves that includes sonme dryland areas, and its
hydr ol ogi cal progranmme. Conbating desertification is a nultisectoral task
that inplies scientific as well as humani stic aspects.

15. The representative of the United Nations Environnment Programre (UNEP)
stated that UNEP has a |ong history of engagenent in desertification issues.
In particular, UNEP is leading a consortiumto undertake a prelimnary survey
of networks and institutions relevant to the inplenentation of the CCD. As
one of the inplenenting agencies of the GEF, UNEP is providing support for
action programes to conbat dryland degradation at the subregional and
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regional levels, in particular in the GRULAC region and in the Russian
Federation. It is engaged in identifying and pronoting “best practices” and
awareness-raising initiatives on the theme of |and degradation. UNEP can
further play a role in assessnent and environnental reporting, gathering and
exchange of scientific and technol ogical information, facilitation of
consultation processes, and the devel opnment of projects for CGEF consideration.

16. The representative of the World Bank expressed his organization's
concern with the problenms of |and degradation and | and managenent because they
are key issues in devel opnent perspectives. Desertification can only be
tackled in the context of broader econonmic and social change. The World Bank
bel i eves that poverty can be tackled by taking into account |ocal, regiona

and gl obal environnmental concerns. The Wrld Bank invests over

US$ 18 billion, of which US$ 1.8 billion goes to |and degradation projects,
and is collaborating with UNDP and UNEP as i npl enenti ng agencies of the GEF to
nmobi | i ze and channel financial resources within the GEF focal areas.

Forty per cent of the World Bank projects are in Sub-Saharan Africa. It plans
to enhance projects aimng at dryland managenent and at synergi es and

col | aborati on anobng agenci es and institutions.
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Annex |11

LI ST OF SPEAKERS AT THE SPECI AL SEGVENT

M. Souty Touré
M nister for the Environnent and Protection of Nature of Senegal

M. Trenggono
Anmbassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of |Indonesia to Senegal
(on behalf of the States nenbers of the G oup of 77)

M. Martin Bartenstein
Federal M nister for the Environment, Youth and Family Affairs of Austria
(on behalf of the States nenbers of the European Union)

M. Valerio Cal zol ai o
Under - Secretary of State, Mnistry of the Environment of Italy

M. José Antonio Pinto Monteiro
M nister for Agriculture, Food and the Environnent of Cape Verde

M. Abdul Ham d Al - Monaj ed
M nister of State for Environnental Affairs of the Syrian Arab Republic

Mre Domi ni que Voynet
M nister for Land Managenent and the Environnent of France

M . Mhaned El - Ashry
Chi ef Executive Oficer of the d obal Environment Facility

M. Seyed Hami d Kal ant ari
Deputy M nister for Jihad Sazandegi of the Islam c Republic of Iran

Ms. Ursula Eid
Deputy M nister for Econom c Cooperation and Devel opment of Germany

M . Rafe Pomerance
Princi pal Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Oceans, International
Environnmental and Scientific Affairs of the United States of Anerica

M . Henri-Philippe Cart
Vice Director-Ceneral, Swi ss Agency for Devel opnent and Cooperation

M. John Westl ey
Vi ce-President of the International Fund for Agricultural Devel opnent

Ms. Eim WAtanabe
Assi stant Adm nistrator and Director, Bureau for Devel opnent Policy,
Uni ted Nations Devel opment Programe
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M. Rasnus Rasnusson
Ambassador, d obal Convention Departnent, Mnistry of Foreign Affairs of
Sweden

M. Snail Benanmara
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pl enipotentiary of Algeria to Senegal

M. Jan Naer by
Anmbassador Extraordinary and Pl eni potentiary of Norway to Senegal

M . Jawahar Lal
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pl enipotentiary of India to Senegal

M. Guido Soto
Coordi nator of the National Plan of Action Against Desertification of Chile

M. Seydou Qumar ou
Executive Secretary of the National Council for Environment and Sustai nabl e
Devel opnment of Ni ger

M. Mhamed Quld Sidi Ahned Lekhal
M ni ster of Rural Devel opnent and the Environnment of Mauritania

M. Misa Menga

M nister of Agriculture and Natural Resources of the Ganmbia (in his capacity
as Mnister Coordinator of the Permanent Inter-State Comrttee for Drought
Control in the Sahel)

M. Arefaine Berhe
M nister for Agriculture of Eritrea

M . Mhaned Ag Erl af
M nister for the Environnment of Mali

M guel Eduardo Araujo Padilla
ister for the Environment and Natural Resources of El Sal vador
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Adade Koffi Santy
ister for the Environment and Forestry Production of Togo

Chbaat ou Said
ister in charge of Water Resources and Forests of Morocco
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. Mchael Zammit Cutaj ar
Executive Secretary of the Secretariat of the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climte Change

M. Anatoliy M Ovchinni kov
Deputy M nister for Hydrometeorol ogy of Uzbeki stan

M. Sanvel Bal oyan
Deputy M nister for Nature Protection of Arnenia
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M. Miurat Mussat ayev
Vice-M ni ster for Ecol ogy and Natural Resources of Kazakhstan

M. Enrique Al onso
Director-Ceneral, Mnistry of the Environment of Spain

M. Madhav Prasad Ghinmre
Joint Secretary, Mnistry of Population and the Environnment of Nepal

M. At hanassi os Theodor aki s
Deputy Director-General for Devel opnent at the European Conmunity

M's. Xue Hangin
Deputy Director-General, Department of International Law and Treaties,
M nistry of Foreign Affairs of China

M. | norou Seidou
Director of the Cabinet, Mnistry of the Environnent, Habitat and Urban
Affairs of Benin

M. R Miyungi
Seni or Environnment O ficer, Departnment of the Environnment of the
Uni ted Republic of Tanzania

Ms. Tsedal e Waktol a
Head of the Environnmental |npact Studies and Control Department, Environnental
Protection Authority of Ethiopia

M . David Johansson
Ambassador, Mnistry of Foreign Affairs of Finland

M . Muhammad Saeed Khalid
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pl eni potentiary of Pakistan to Senegal

M. Arthur Nel son
Chairman of the Select Committee on Infrastructure and Physical Devel opnent,
Member of the Jammi can Parlianent

M. Salif Diallo
M nister of State, Mnister of Environment and Water of Burkina Faso

M . Poul Nielson
M ni ster for Devel opment Cooperation of Denmark

M. Manoshebi Kabi
M nister for the Environnent, Gender and Youth Affairs of Lesotho

M. Franklin Bett
Per manent Secretary, Mnistry of Environnental Conservation of Kenya

M. Kl aus Toepfer
Executive Director of the United Nations Environnent Programre
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M . Chei kh Abdoul Kadre Ci ssokho
President of the National Assenbly of Senegal and Chairman of the
Par|iamentary Round Tabl e
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Assi stant Mnister for Agriculture of Botswana
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Deputy Under-Secretary, Mnistry of the Environment of Turkey
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Joint Secretary, National Conm ssion for Environnental Affairs of Myanmar

M. Antonio V. Guerreiro
Director-General for Special Affairs, Mnistry of Foreign Affairs of Brazil
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Ambassador Extraordinary and Pl enipotentiary of Tunisia to Senegal
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Sust ai nabl e Devel opment of Argentina
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Director Ceneral, Water Resources Devel opment Departnment of Saudi Arabia

M. Victor Louro
Director-CGeneral, Mnistry of Agriculture of Portugal (on behalf of the
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Anmbassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of South Africa to Senegal

M. Nikita F. dazovsky
Chai rman of the Council of the Ecol ogical Foundati on of the Russian Federation
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Devel opnment of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
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Secretary-Ceneral, Mnistry of the Environment of Madagascar
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M nister for Agriculture of N ue
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Foreign Affairs of Uganda
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Ambassador Extraordinary and Pl enipotentiary of Egypt to Senegal
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Joint Secretary, Mnistry for the Environnent and Forests of Bangl adesh
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Director, Mnistry of Foreign Affairs of Chad
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Nat i onal Focal Point, Angol a
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Advi ser, Mnistry of the Environment of Ecuador
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M nister for Agriculture and Forestry of the Sudan
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Annex |V
PRESI DENT’ S SUMVARY OF STATEMENTS MADE DURI NG THE SPECI AL SEGVENT

1. Over a period of two days, the participants in the high-level segnment
outlined the contributions nmade by their countries and organi zations towards
the effective inplenmentation of the Convention to Conmbat Desertification. The
di scussi ons were enhanced by the presence of a |large nunmber of mnisters
seni or governnental officials, representatives of specialized agencies and
institutions in the United Nations system interregional and regiona

organi zati ons and ot her bodi es.

2. The participants wel coned the efforts nmade by the secretariat to make
the Convention a universal instrunent and the actions undertaken to inplenent
it.

3. Many del egations fromthe worst-affected regi ons described the progress
made in their programes of action at the national, subregional and regional

I evels. They cited the principal difficulties hanpering the inplenmentation of
the Convention in those regions and appeal ed for the strengthening of
cooperation with their principal devel opnment partners.

4, The participants also raised a nunber of issues which should be
hi ghl i ght ed:

- The delay in the establishnent of the d obal Mechani sm and the
need to make it operational as rapidly as possible.

- Efforts to take greater account of the requirenents for funding of
desertification control activities by the G obal Environnment
Facility.

- The lack of a body to monitor the inplenmentation of the
Convention. However, the participants wel comed the inform
exchange held on national progranmes of action, a forum which
hel ped to clarify the state of progress in the inplenmentation of
t he Conventi on.

- It was al so suggested that provision should be nade for a protoco
for the inplenentation of the Convention containing quantifiable
commtments to be submitted to the next session of the Conference
of the Parties. This proposal was endorsed by a nunber of
del egati ons.

- To take steps to make the year 2000 the starting point for the
decade to conbat desertification

5. The States parties were al so addressed by the President of the Nationa
Assenbly of Senegal, who introduced to themthe declaration adopted by the
round table of parlianmentarians concerning the inplementation of the
Convention to Combat Desertification. The Conference took note of the
declaration with satisfaction.



| CCD/ COP(2)/ 14
page 27

Annex V
DECLARATI ON BY MEMBERS OF PARLI AMENTS

Regarding the process of inplenentation of the United Nations
Convention to Conbat Desertification

l. We, the Parlianmentariansinvited to neet in Dakar, Senegal

on 7 Decenber 1998 by the Convention secretariat, the National Assenbly of
Senegal and the Inter-Parlianmentary Union in the context of the second session
of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Convention to Conbat
Desertification in those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or
Desertification, particularly in Africa, declare that:

1. We are deeply alarned by the inpact of desertification which
affects 3,600 million hectares, representing 70 per cent of the potenti al
productive land in arid zones. The rapidity of this progression neans that
there is a loss of 6 mllion hectares annually. W are conscious of the
gravity of the situation in different regions of the world as in Africa, a
conti nent where deserts or arid zones constitute two thirds of the total |and
area and 73 per cent of the arid land is already seriously or noderately
degraded; in Asia where around 1,400 million hectares are affected by
desertification, which corresponds to 71 per cent of the arid | and of the
continent which is noderately or severely degraded; in Latin America, where
nearly three quarters of the arid land is noderately or severely degraded and
the Mediterranean, where alnost two thirds of the arid land is severely
degraded; the countries of Central and Eastern Europe, where 40 per cent to
80 per cent of the arid land is severely degraded;

2. It is intolerable that at the beginning of the twenty-first
century nearly 1 billion men, wonen and children, are permanently threatened
by desertification; that hundreds of mllions of people suffer froma chronic

shortage of basic necessities such as water; and that mllions of
“environnmental refugees” are forced to abandon their native |and to seek
relief el sewhere;

3. We share fully the founding prem se of the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification, according to which sustainable
devel opnent cannot be attained unl ess:

(i) It is oriented towards people in protecting the interests of
the affected popul ati ons and eradi cates poverty;

(ii) It involves these populations fully in the decision-nmaking
process, in neasures for the protection of the environnment
and in the struggle against desertification;

(iii) It includes the dinension of the fight against poverty.

4, We believe that desertification, poverty, fam ne, social and
political disturbances, wars, mgration and the displacenent of popul ations,
whi ch have led many times to new and nost serious degradation of the natura
environnent, are all interconnected
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5. We take note of the serious budgetary constraintsof the poorest
af fected countries, which still have to devote a considerabl e proportion of

their scant financial resources to debt repaynent and servi cing.

1. Affirming our total comm tnent, as Parlianmentarians, to contribute fully
to the inplenmentation of the Convention, in countries that are Parties to the
Conventi on:

6. We support where necessary the adoption or the strengthening of
| egi slation concerning the fight agai nst desertification and the preservation
of the ecosystens in all the affected countries;

7. We subscribe to the pronotion of policies and the strengthening of
appropriate institutional frameworks for the favourabl e devel opment of
cooperation anong the countries affected by desertification and their partners
i n devel opnent ;

8. We support the strengthening of social, education and health
policies through public awareness canpai gns about the negative effects of
desertification as well as the participation of youth and wonen in the
devel opnent programres;

9. We subscribe to the integration of the main provisions of the
Convention in national policies for sustainable devel opnent;

10. We subscribe to the initiative that the year 2000 be the starting
poi nt of the decade to conbat desertification;

11. We support fully the initiatives of agencies, donor countries and
civil society to nmobilize financial assistance for the pronotion of
sust ai nabl e devel opnent in poorest countries with fragile ecosystens, through
t he Convention's G obal Mechani sm

1. We undertake to pronote in our respective Parlianments:

12. The followup to inplenentationof the Convention, meking full use
of the mechanisnms available in our Parliaments to nonitor governnent action
and thus ensure that the Convention is fully inplenmented

13. The fornmulation of national legislationand its harnonization with
the provisions of the Convention;

14. The inclusion of the conbat agai nst desertification in the overal
agendas of our national Governnents so as to nmake the conbat a priority matter
for our countries and al so our regional and subregi onal organizations;

15. The fornulation of national action progranmescovering water
managenent and applied agricultural research in the poorest countries affected
by desertification and others as necessary, and their financing in accordance
with the provisions of the Convention;
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16. The adoption of practical neasuresto include environnmental
education, in particular the fight against desertification, in schoo
curricul a.

V. We are deeply convinced of the need to undertake far-reaching action
with the main priorities:

17. To prompte forms of regional and subregi onal cooperation
favourable to inproving rel ati ons between our relevant intergovernmnental
organi zati ons;

18. To set up, at the local level, action progranmes based on the
reforestation and rehabilitation of |land which involves all stakeholders in
the field, in particular the education system and representatives of civi
society, especially youth and wonmen's associ ati ons;

19. To define action programmes i nvolving international organizations,
i ncluding United Nations agencies, donors, national institutions, elected
representatives, NGOs, and the |local population, in particular resource users,
both men and wonen, to pronpte the objectives of the Conventi on;

20. As appropriate in the case of poorest affected countriesto expand
debt-for-nature swaps for |and rehabilitation and reforestation.

V. We Parlianmentarians address an urgent appeal:

21. To all relevant participants in civil society such as financial
institutions, personalities in the fields of finance, comerce, sport, the
media and the arts, to support the nobilization of financial resources to
support the fight against desertification which is under way in the devel opi ng
countries nost seriously affected by desertification and drought;

22. To academic institutions, the scientific conmunity and research
centres for their support in the various tasks of inplenmenting the Convention
in affected countries with particular regard to the needs of devel oping
countri es;

23. To the Inter-Parlianmentary Unionto give the wi dest publicity
possible to this Declaration and, notably that it be transmitted to al
national parliaments for their attention

24, To the secretariat of the United Nations Convention to Conbat
Desertification to continue the actions taken up to this tine to support the
countries affected by desertification, and to take all necessary nmeasures to
meke the present declaration universally known;

25. To the secretariats of the CCD and the Inter-Parlianmentary Union
to take followup action on the present neeting and organi ze simlar neetings
in conjunction with future conferences of the Parties.
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Annex VI
SUMVARI ES OF STATEMENTS MADE AT THE CLOSI NG CEREMONY

CCD secretari at

1. The Executive Secretary of the CCD secretariat thanked the host country
for the organi zation of the Conference and confirned the full conm tnent of
the secretariat to acconplish its mandate and assist countries in the

i mpl ement ati on of the Convention. He called for an increased nobilization of
the international conmunity to assist affected countries in the inplenmentation
of programmes that allow reaching priority goals such as food security, rura
devel opnent, efficient water managenent, etc. He recalled the ful

i nvol vement of non-governnental organi zations, of the nedia and of
Parliamentarians in supporting the Conventi on.

| ndonesi a

2. Partnership is the core elenent of the Convention negotiations. There

i s high expectation that the d obal Mechanismw |l be able to fully operate in
its main functions by COP 3, and it will be the countries' responsibility to

enhance the necessary nobilization of funds and transfer of technol ogy.
Austria

3. Di al ogue has been a central elenment of these negotiations, both anong
del egations, in particular on the national action progranme process, and

bet ween del egati ons and non-governnental organizations, and it represents the
basis for real progress towards concrete results in affected countries at the
national and | ocal |evels. The European Union confirns its commtnent to
support affected countries, and welcones the initiative to | aunch the

di scussi on on Annex V. Europe stresses the need to stick to the rules set by
the text of the Convention as the basis for a cooperative atnosphere anong
countries, and encourages all countries to elaborate policies and priorities
on the basis of the spirit of the CCD. As many initiatives are being

i npl emented at the international |evel to conbat desertification by a nunber
of different actors, the European Union stresses the need to harnoni ze t hem
and enhance synergi es.

Arneni a

4, Eastern Europe wel cones the |launching of the process of elaboration of
Annex V.

Canada

6. The JUSSCANZ countries express their concern that nore work remains to
be done, in particular concerning the mediumterm strategy of the CCD
secretariat, and welcomes the growing interest in the Convention. |In

particular, it welconmes a new nmenber country and expects others to join soon.
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Haiti
7. The Convention represents a fundanmental tool of hope for GRULAC
countries, which place hope in the full support of the international comunity

for the pronpt inplenentation of the CCD

Islami ¢ Republic of Iran

8. The speaker thanked the Senegal ese Government and the Conference on
behal f of the Asian G oup.

Prime M nister of Senega

9. The Prine M nister of Senegal, speaking on behalf of the President of
Senegal , greeted the participants and highlighted the significance of hol ding
the COP 2 in Africa, and in particular in Senegal, as a sign of the solidarity
of the international comunity towards the continent which is nost severely

af fected by drought and desertification. Desertification entails social and
econom c as well as environmental inbalances, and represents one of the mmjor
chal | enges ahead of the international community for which an adequate response
needs to be nobilized.
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Annex VI
LI ST OF DOCUMENTS BEFORE THE CONFERENCE OF THE
PARTI ES AT I TS SECOND SESSI ON

| CCD/ COP(2)/1 and Corr. 1 Adoption of the agenda and organi zati on of work

| CCD/ COP(2)/2 Programme and budget: adjustnment to the
Conventi on budget and programre for 1999

| CCD/ COP(2)/3 and Add. 1 Programme and budget: review of the situation as
regards extrabudgetary funds in 1998

| CCD/ COP(2)/ 4 Revi ew of the report of the G obal Mechani sm on
its activities, and the provision of guidance
to it

| CCD/ COP(2)/ 4/ Add. 1 Revi ew of the report of the G obal Mechani sm on
its activities, and the provision of guidance to
it: draft nenorandum of understanding with the
I nternational Fund for Agricultural Devel opnment
on the d obal Mechanism

| CCD/ COP(2)/5 Revi ew of the inplenentation of the Convention
and of its institutional arrangenments, including
support to regional action progranmes

| CCD/ COP(2)/ 6 Mediumterm strategy for the secretari at

| CCD/ COP(2)/7 Pronoti on and strengthening of relationships
with other rel evant conventions

| CCD/ COP(2)/8 and Corr.1 Desi gnation of a permanent secretariat and

and Add. 1 arrangenents for its functioning: headquarters

agreenment with the Government of Gernmany

| CCD/ COP(2)/ 8/ Add. 2 Desi gnation of a permanent secretariat and
arrangenents for its functioning: relocation of
the Convention secretariat to Bonn and possible
i ai son arrangenents

| CCD/ COP(2)/9 Desi gnation of a permanent secretariat and
arrangenents for its functioning: institutional
i nkage

| CCD/ COP(2)/10 Consideration with a view to adopting, pursuant

to article 27 of the Convention, procedures and
institutional nmechanisnms for the resol ution of
gquestions that may arise with regard to

i npl ement ati on

| CCD/ COP(2)/11 and Add. 1 Mai nt enance of the roster of experts



| CCD/ COP(2)/12 and Add. 1

| CCD/ COP(2) /13 and Rev. 1
| CCD/ COP(2) / CST/ 1

| CCD/ COP(2) / CST/ 2

| CCD/ COP(2) / CST/ 3

| CCD/ COP(2) / CST/ 3/ Add. 1

| CCD/ COP(2) / CST/ 4

| CCD/ COP(2) / CST/ 5

| CCD/ COP(2) /| NF. 1

| CCD/ COP(2) / | NF. 2

| CCD/ COP(2)/INF. 3

| CCD/ COP(2) /| NF. 4

| CCD/ COP( 2) / CRP. 1

| CCD/ COP( 2) / CRP. 2

| CCD/ COP(2)/ CRP. 3

| CCD/ COP( 1)/ 11

| CCD/ COP(1)/11/ Add. 1
and Corr.1
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Accreditation of non-governnmental and
i ntergovernmental organizations, adm ssion of
observers

Credential s of del egations
Adoption of the agenda and organi zati on of work

Survey and eval uation of existing networks,
institutions, agencies and bodies

Benchmar ks and i ndi cators

Benchmar ks and indicators: report of the ad hoc
panel

Report on the work of other bodies performng
work simlar to that envisaged for the Committee
on Science and Technol ogy

Synopsis of reports on traditional know edge

Arrangements for the second session of the
Conference of the Parties: prelimnary
information for participants

Programme and budget: review of the situation as
regards extrabudgetary funds in 1998: sunmary
report

Status of ratification of the United Nations
Convention to Conbat Desertification

Prelimnary list of focal points

Report on behal f of the President of the
I nternational Fund for Agricultural Devel opnment

Report of the current Chair of the Facilitation
Committee

Amendnents to the draft decisions recommended by
the Committee on Sci ence and Technol ogy for
adoption by the Conference of the Parties

Report of the Conference of the Parties on its
first session, held in Ronme from 29 Septenber to
10 Cctober 1997: Part One

Report of the Conference of the Parties on its
first session, held in Ronme from 29 Septenber to
10 Cctober 1997: Part Two
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| CCD/ COP(2) /L.

| CCD/ COP(2) /L.

| CCD/ COP(2) /L.
and Rev.1

| CCD/ COP(2)/ L.
and Rev. 1-2

| CCD/ COP(2) /L.

| CCD/ COP(2) / L.

| CCD/ COP(2) /L.

| CCD/ COP(2) /L.

| CCD/ COP(2) /L.

| CCD/ COP(2) /L.
and Rev.1

| CCD/ COP(2) /L.

| CCD/ COP(2) /L.
and Rev.1

| CCD/ COP(2) /L.

10

11

12

13

Rost er of independent experts; other bodies
perform ng work simlar to that envisaged for
the Cormittee on Sci ence and Technol ogy

Comment and recomrendati on of the CST on the
report of the ad hoc panel on benchmarks and
i ndi cators contai ned i n document

| CCD/ COP(2)/ CST/ 3/ Add. 1

Wor k progranme of the Committee on Science and
Technol ogy

Tradi ti onal know edge

Progranme and budget: programme of work for the
third and fourth sessions of the Conference of
the Parties: ordinary sessions of the Conference
of the Parties

Progranme and budget: programe of work for the
third and fourth sessions of the Conference of
the Parties

Solidarity with Central America

Revi ew of the inplenmentation of the Convention
and of its institutional arrangenents, including
support to regional programres: procedures for
the comuni cation of information and review of

i mpl ement ati on

Revi ew of the inplenmentation of the Convention
and of its institutional arrangenents, including
support to regional progranme

Admi ni strative and support arrangenents for the
secretariat, including interim arrangenents

Desi gnation of a permanent secretariat and
arrangenents for its functioning: headquarters
agreenent with the Government of Gernmany

Revi ew of the inplenmentation of the Convention
and of its institutional arrangenents, including
support to regional inplenentation: regional

i npl enment ati on annexes and i nterregional
programes and platfornms of cooperation

Survey and eval uation of existing networks,
institutions, agencies and bodies
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| CCD/ COP(2) /L.

| CCD/ COP(2) /L.

and Rev.1

| CCD/ COP(2) /L.

| CCD/ COP(2) /L.

| CCD/ COP(2) / L.
| CCD/ COP(2) /L.

| CCD/ COP(2) /L.

| CCD/ COP(2) /L.

| CCD/ COP(2) /L.
| CCD/ COP(2) /L.

| CCD/ COP(2) /L.

| CCD/ COP(2) /L.

| CCD/ COP(2) /L.

| CCD/ COP(2) /L.

and Corr.1

| CCD/ COP(2) /L.

| CCD/ COP(2) /L.

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
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Procedures for the comruni cati on of information
and revi ew of inplenentation

Questions concerning inplenmentation and
arbitration

Cooperation with other conventions and
i nternational bodies

Agr eenent concerning the headquarters of the
permanent secretariat of the Convention

d obal Mechani sm

Menmor andum of under st andi ng between t he
Conference of the Parties and the Internationa
Fund for Agricultural Devel opnent regarding the
nodal ities and adm ni strative operations of the
d obal Mechani sm

Col | aboration with other conventions

Medi umterm strategy of the secretari at

Annexes on arbitration and conciliation
procedures

Regi onal cooperation between countries of
eastern and central Europe

Qut st andi ng rul es of procedure
| npl enentati on of the Convention

Programme of work of the Conference of the
Parties

Date and venue of the third session of the
Conference of the Parties

Adj ustment to the Convention budget and
progranmme for 1999

Report of the session: adoption of the report of
the Conference of the Parties

Admi ni strative and support arrangenents for the
secretariat, including interim arrangenents

Agr eenent concerning the headquarters of the
permanent secretariat of the Convention
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| CCD/ COP(2) /L.

| CCD/ COP(2) /L.

| CCD/ COP(2) /L.
| CCD/ COP(2) /L.

| CCD/ COP(2) /L.

| CCD/ COP(2) /L.

| CCD/ COP(2) /L.
| CCD/ COP(2) /L.
| CCD/ COP(2) / L.

| CCD/ COP(2) /L.

| CCD/ COP(2) /L.

| CCD/ COP(2) /L.

| CCD/ COP(2) /L.

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

Regi onal cooperation between countries of
eastern and central Europe

Resol ution of questions; annexes on arbitration
and conciliation procedures

Col | aboration with other conventions
Qut st andi ng rul es of procedure

Programme of work for the Conference of the
Parties

Procedures for the comruni cati on of information
and review of inplenentation

Medi umterm strategy of the secretari at
I mpl ement ati on of the Convention
Report on the Round Table of Parlianmentarians

Expression of gratitude to the Governnent and
peopl e of Senega

Consi deration of rule 47 of the rul es of
procedure

d obal Mechani sm

Menmor andum of under st andi ng between t he
Conference of the Parties to the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification and the

I nternational Fund for Agricultural Devel opnment
regardi ng the nodalities and adm nistrative
operations of the G obal Mechani sm



