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Written statement s^ulgnitted. Ъу_ t Romr.ni Union, a non--góyez'nmental 
Qrgon.ization i n constiltative status. Roster 

The Romani people has Leon and i s s t i l l being persecuted. after more than 
1,000 years of i t s history. As everj^one laious, the Romani were tortured, i l l - t r o 0 . t e d , 
experiementsd upon and gassed i n the concentration cojiips of Fascist and Nazi Gcraeny. 
The,y vjere destroyed both physically and psychologically. Here, i n Europe they are 
s t i l l being persecuted today: because of their i-ay of l i f e and thei r cultuire, v/hich 
i s nevertheless so r i c h , and, i t goes 'without caying, becauso they arc Cripsios and 
thus, for many people throughou/b the \rorld, "a race apart''. A l l kinds of manipulationo 
are s t i l l bein̂ g- uised i n an attempt to destroy t h i s people. The Gipsies are a nation 
scattered, throughouit the entire viorld, from the Ui-als to Fl o r i d a and. from the 
Far North to Aus t r a l i a . 

A l l the Gipsy-Romani grou.ps form a u n i t : Eomano-Jekhethanibe. Their lavra, 
t h e i r v/ay of thinj-:ing and their viay of l i f e are close to ns/fcure. Some countries have 
a false idea of them, with tho resul t that thej- are victims of repression and of 
m-ethods designed to condemn them. It must be emphasized that the Romani have alviays 
assimilated themselves into the countries i n -ahich they have l i v e d and s t i l l l i v e , 
and that they v / i l l Gontinu.e to do so. 

The Romani appeal to a l l countries to accept t h e i r people and to givo them the 
fi n a n c i a l and economic p o s s i b i l i t i e s of oi-ganizing themiSelves. 
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Jn îîaj of this jep.Tf the'third V/orld Rom-ani Congrer?s was held at G-ottingen 
i n the Federal Republic of German̂ '-, Representatives came from everjnjhero ; from 
America and even from Australia./".'Ever^^o mentioned the v/ord "huma,n being"* In. 
this same Gottingen Congress ~ v.'ith a feu exceptions - the vrord "complaint" wa.s 
constantlj'' repeated. It was noted that,t the Romani l i v e 021 the ma,rgin of society. 

Discrimination continues every.-here. Not a l l countries hs,ve yet accepted the 
Romani Union, althoi.igh i t i s o f f i c i a l l j ' - recognised. There vías m.uch discussion a,t 
GSttingen about the fact that, 55 years a f t e r the Holoca,u.st of the Ronaani Nation 
during the Fascist H i t l e r era, i t i s no longer o f f i c i o i l y mentionedi by anybody. 
Nevertheless, that faxt must not be forgotten. 

The Roma^ni Union e x i s t s , but i t d.oes not v;ant to be forced to a.ct p o l i t i c a l l y 
or to create r e l i g i o u s problems. Its aim has been, i s and_ alv;ays v r i l l be s o c i a l 
equality and. justice and. recognition of the hujnan rights of the Romani. Their 
cultui-al heritage i s immensely r i c h a,nd should be preserved, not foD-gotten. 

The Romani (Taiganes-Gitans-Gipsies, etc.) l i v e throughout the vihols vjorld. 
They number some 14 m i l l i o n people, dispersed everyi,;here. They are the l a s t nomads, 
x-rith a way of l i f e close to nature. Their language i s the foujid.ation of a,ll the 
Indo-E-uropean languages. I t i s l i v i n g Sanskrit, 

In thi a they ccn mdarnt^jd ono-•rjiothcr, r^jyu they are c.lao mirious to do 
soaething to. JJiprore ootüTonicatiunc; ''•vGtiJoo-.: the v,-;,riüu,,; nativv.v.u'* 

The Romani Union requests the Sub--Comj?iission to promote the protection of 
the r i g h t s of the .ñoman;l and -thus protect thera against the ds-nger of genocide. 


