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The relations between and the mutual effects of the neг̂ J international economic 
order and human rights have very appropriately become a matter of concern to the 
international organizations. The United Nations held a seminar on the subject i n 
New York at the beginning of this month,, while the United Nations Educational, 
S c i e n t i f i c and Cultural Organization convened a meeting of experts, i n June 1981, to 
cla r i f y . t h e matter.• 

The. World Association, which participated i n the work of those two meetings, 
summarizes below thei r key ideas for the purpose of discussing the Special Rapporteur's 
excellent report. 

The establishment of a new international economic order, e f f o r t s to achieve 
disarmament and the promotion of human rights can henceforth be incorporated into the 
concept of the "world, order of human ri g h t s " i f the following d e f i n i t i o n , submitted to 
the bTilESCO meeting, i e adopted i n i t s entirety: 

"The world order of human rights consists i n the effective functioning of 
the United Nations to ensure that the peoples f u l l y enjoy the right of s e l f -
de terminait ion, the right to exploit r a t i o n a l l y the resources of the earth within 
the context of a new international economic order, a.nd the right to achieve 
f u l l disarmament under international control, so that the individual person may 
be free from fear and want and able f u l l y to develop his personality." 

Human rights are those defined by the International Covenants on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights a.nd on C i v i l and P o l i t i c a l Rights, Their international dimension, 
on which the world order of human rights i s founded, i s a r t i c l e 28 of the universal 
Declaration of Human Rights? 

"Everyone i s e n t i t l e d to a s o c i a l and international order i n which the rights 
and freedoms set forth i n this Declaration can be f u l l y r e a l i z e d , " 
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The i n d i v i s i b i l i t y of the various human rights i s reaffirmed, without any 
possible ambiguity, by the Preamble to each of the two Covenants s 

"In accordance with the Universal Declaration o,f. Human Rights, the id e a l 
of free human beings enjoying freedom from fear and want- can only be achieved 
i f conditions are created whereby everyone may enjoy his economic, s o c i a l and 
cultTxral r i g h t s , as v;ell as his c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s . " 

A report of the Secretary-General dated 11 December 1978 (E/CI.4/1,354) has made 
a systematic compilation of United Nations resolutions and of the practices of 
United Nations orgaxjs i n the area of the right to development. №at i s more, this 
well-documented report brings out a mors or less marked tendency of the world-
organization to make use of the concept of human rights i n a sense, embracing a J l the 
rights contained i n the two Covenants. 

Rational exploitation of the resources of the earth i s based on national 
sovereignty over natural resources, but i s put into effect through co-operation by 
States i n applying economic, s o c i a l and cu l t u r a l rights within the context of a 
new international economic order. This new order^ commended by resolutions 3201 (S-Vl), 
3281 (XXIX) and 3362 (S-VIl) of the General Assembly, i s interpreted by many as "a 
way of eliminating want and-of•achieving, fundamental human r i g h t s " . 

In this context, the concept с f peace be come s not only the absence of г̂Iar but 
a just and democratic system of international relations,, which would be henceforth 
defined as "the effective functioning of the United Nations to achieve f u l l 
disarmament under intei-national control". 

In order, however, to rescue human rights - which are also duties - from the rut, 
from the academics and p o l i t i c a l slogans i n v/hich they are s t i l l imj.iounded, and make 
them both popular and applicable, i t i s necessary to apply the UNESCO plans concerning 
education i n human r i g h t s . Education for human rights i s a novel apprenticeship, 
advocated by the Club of Rome, which transmits the knowledge of a raultidisciplinary 
science of human r i g h t s , encourages the attitudes inherent i n these -rights 
( s o l i d a r i t y , r e s p o n s i b i l i t y and tolerance), and develops i n the ind i v i d u a l and i n the 
group an awareness of the means by г/hich such rights may be translated into practice 
and urges them to action. 

In this way, such an education could prevent the catastrophes looming over this 
t r a n s i t i o n a l period, this h i s t o r i c a l c r i s i s through which we axe l i v i n g . 


