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THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF HUVAN Rl GHTS W TH REGARD TO WOVEN
M. Mehedi and Ms. Warzazi: draft resol ution

1999/... The situation of wonen and girls in Afghanistan

The Sub- Conmi ssion on the Pronmotion and Protection of Human Ri ghts,

Recalling its resolution 1998/17,

Taking note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-Genera

(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1999/ 13) contai ni ng substantive information and recomrendati ons,
Recalling that Afghanistan is a State party to the Internationa

Covenants on Human Ri ghts, the Convention against Torture and O her Cruel

I nhuman or Degradi ng Treatnent or Punishnment, the Convention on the

Eli m nation of Al Fornms of Discrimnation against Winen, the Convention on

the Rights of the Child and the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection

of Civilian Persons in Time of War,

Noting with deep concern the numerous restrictions inmposed by the

Tal i ban on wonen since 1995, restrictions which constitute massive and
flagrant violations of the provisions of the above-nmentioned internationa
i nstruments,

Wl comi ng the unequi vocal position of the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts
which, in its resolution 1999/9 on the situation of human rights in
Af ghani st an, expressed its deep concern about the seriousness of the situation
of women and girls in Afghanistan, in particular in the areas under the

control of the Taliban novenent,
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1. Condemms all fornms of discrimnation and violation of the nost
fundamental rights of women and girls who are deprived of the enjoynent of
civil and political rights and the rights to health, enployment, freedom of
movement and security;

2. Notes, in particular, with concern that the access of girls to

education is, according to the Ofice of the H gh Comm ssioner for Refugees,
forbidden in nost regions of the country and that 2 mllion girls have never
been to school

3. Notes in this connection that this situation is totally at
variance with the precepts of Islam which inposes on Miuslins the duty to
acqui re an education, as a nunber of ulemas have confirmed to the Specia
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan

4, Considers it essential that the international comunity should

follow very closely the situation of wonen and girls in Afghani stan and bring
maxi mum pressure to bear so that all the restrictions inposed on wonmen, which
constitute flagrant and systematic violations of all the internationally
recogni zed economc, social, cultural, civil and political rights, are
renoved

5. Congratul ates the United Nations agencies and non-governnmenta

organi zati ons on the measures and programes adopted with a view to | ending
their support and assistance to wonmen and girls in Afghanistan, and strongly
encourages themto continue their efforts despite the difficulties
encount er ed;

6. Takes note with appreciation of the agreenents signed by the Wrld

Bank wi th UNDP ( Afghanistan) for the establishnment of, inter alia, pilot
programes of support to Afghan non-governnental organizations for the
protection of wonen;

7. Supports the United Nations activities ained at pronoting the
fundanmental rights of wonen and girls in Afghanistan, and also efforts to find
possibilities of constructive engagenent at the community |evel in the context
of conmunity projects;

8. Considers that it is the duty of the armed groups in Afghanistan
to respect the fundamental rights of the individual, and particularly those of
wonen, in conformty with international |aw and humanitarian | aw,

9. Expresses the wi sh that the Special Rapporteur on viol ence agai nst

worren will be able to travel to Afghanistan
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10. Again calls upon Muslimreligious | eaders and scholars to give

special attention to the extremely difficult and unprecedented situation of
wonen in Afghani stan, and to use their authority and their know edge with a
view to bringing the policies and practices of the Taliban into line with the
true spirit of Islamand the principles of human rights and fundanmenta
freedons;

11. Considers that any diplomatic recognition and any financia
agreenent with the Taliban reginme would reinforce the discrimnatory treatnent
which the latter is reserving for wonen, whereas it nust be induced to end
such treatnent;

12. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to make avail abl e al
i nformati on that can be conpiled on this question

13. Decides to continue consideration of this question at its

fifty-second session under the same agenda item



