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PROGRAMVE OF WORK 2000- 2004
PROGRAMVE ACTI VI TY 02.5: RAI L TRANSPORT
02.5.1 Rail transport infrastructure Priority: 1

l. Revi ew of the situation concerning the inplenentation and possible
anmendnents to the European Agreement on Main International Railway Lines
(AGQ)

Description: Study of possibilities for the inprovenent of international rai
transport.

Wrk to be undertaken: The Working Party on Rail Transport will carry out the
follow ng activities:

CONTI NUI NG ACTI VI TI ES

(a) Consi deration of the AGC Agreenent with a view to possibly: inplenenting
and, whenever feasible, inmproving existing standards and operati ona
parameters; taking into account new east-west traffic flows; raising
environnental , energy and safety standards;
taking into account the ECE Conventions on the Environnent.

Qut put expected: Report on amendnent of the AGC network; Report on the
devel opnent of a European conventional and hi gh-speed railway network.

(2000) Priority:

(b) Consi deration of the influence of internodal transport techniques,
especially those concerning investnment, as well as the harnonization of
rolling stock and speed on railways to facilitate the integration of
these techniques into the railway systemand to create genera
interoperability. Qutput expected: Report on investnent in rai
infrastructure and railway rolling stock in nenber countries. (2000)

Priority: 1

(c) Periodic review of the |ist of marshalling yards of internationa
i mportance with a viewto cutting down their nunbers.
Qut put expected: Updated report on the | ocation of inportant
mar shal | i ng yards within the European railway network. (2000)

Priority: 2

(d) As a followup to the Conference on Transport and the Environnent,
devel opnent and i npl ementation of programmes to build up an efficient
Eur opean Rail Freight Network by inproving and pronoting the:

- noder ni zati on and extension of rail and conbi ned transport
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infrastructure
- i nteroperability and coordi nati on between rail systerns;
- upgrade and wi der use of environment-friendly rolling stock
- | ogi stics and services;
- establ i shnent of international rail freight conpanies.

ACTIVITIES OF A LI M TED DURATI ON

(e) [(d)] Periodi cal ly survey passenger and goods traffic on the various
sections of lines of the AGC network in order to provi de support
for transport planning; the second survey is based on data for
1995 Qutput expected: Report on total train traffic on the AGC
network in 1995. (2000) Priority: 2

1. Speci al project: Trans-European Railway (TER)

Description: Wthin the framework of the UV ECE, the TER countries have
established an appropriate adm nistrative and financial framework, with the
ai m of developing a rail network as part of an integrated European
international rail system

Wrk to be undertaken

(a) Consi deration of specific project devel opnents to pronote internationa
rail traffic. (Continuing); Qutput expected: Annual progress report on
activities carried out within the TER project.

Priority: 1
(b) Consi deration of possibilities for financing of TER in order to pronote
t he upgradi ng and construction of internationally inmportant rail 1|ines.
(Conti nui ng) Priority: 3
(c) Consi deration of possible utilization of the results achi eved under the
project in other UNVECE activities in the field of rail infrastructure
i ncluding the inplementation of AGC and AGIC in order to benefit from
mut ual experiences. (Conti nuing) Priority: 2

I11. Interregional Cooperation

Description: Cooperation with other regional comr ssions and internationa
bodi es invol ved in devel opnent of interregional |inks.

Wrk to be undertaken: The Working Party will be kept informed of exchanges of
i nformati on between the secretariats of the regional comm ssions and ot her
i nternational bodies in order to benefit from experiences gained in other
regi ons of the world. (Continuing) Priority: 3




TRANS/ SC. 2/ 1999/ 19

page 4
02.5.2 Har noni zati on of requirenents concerning international railway
transport including rail safety and facilitation of its operations
Priority: 1
Description:

(a) Sinplification and harnoni zation of administrative formalities,
particul arly, for docunments and procedures at border-crossing.

(b) Har moni zati on of and search for standardi zed requirements concerning the
utilization of railway infrastructure including conputerization aspects.

(c) El aborati on of proposals and preparation of studies aimed at
strengt heni ng, consolidating and extending the position of rai
transport on international transport markets.

(d) Anal ysis of problems relating to the harnonizati on and inprovenment of
rail safety

(e) Consi deration of prospects for the adoption of |egal regul ations
applicable to the contract for the transport of goods and passengers by
rail so as to establish a standard | egal system (harnonization of the
SMES/ SMPS and CIM ClV systens).

Wrk to be undertaken: The Wdrking Party on Rail Transport will carry out the
followi ng activities:

CONTI NUI NG ACTI VI TI ES

(a) Consideration of specific difficulties encountered at border-crossings
in the transport of passengers and goods by rail with a viewto
accel erating border crossing operations and establishing a programe to
deal with problens common to several routes.
Qut put expected: Report on bi- and multilateral contacts of Governnents
and railways to inmprove the crossing of borders in international rai

traffic. (2000) Priority: 1

(b) Consi deration of follow up of the inplenentation of recomrendati ons and
preparati on of new texts or amendments to existing texts, if necessary,
not ably concerning the facilitation of border crossing with the aimto
i nprove international rail traffic. Priority: 1

(c) Revi ew of requirenents concerning railway operations and regul ati ons,
reduction of transport time and inprovenent in the precision of
movements in the international carriage of goods, new operative



(d)

(e)
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devel opnents in rail transport, the integration of services of different
rail ways. Priority: 2

The study of the possibilities for harnonizing the application and
peri ods of sunmer tinme with a view to upgrading transport quality in
rail transport. Qutput expected: Report on the application of sumer

time. (2000) Priority: 1

Anal ysi s of Governnent policies concerning rail safety to contribute to
an i nprovenent of safety in international transport.

Qut put expected: Report on the risk assessnent technique in rai
transport. (2000) Priority: 1

ACTIVITIES OF A LI M TED DURATI ON

(f)

(9)

Anal ysis of the various elenents of productivity in rail transport and
the possibilities to increase rail productivity in particular for

i nternational transport. Qutput expected: Report on the devel opment of
productivity in rail transport in nenber countries. (2000) Priority: 2

Consi deration on the basis of reports by the international organizations
concerned of the progress acconplished on the harnonization of |ega
regul ati ons applicable to the contract for the transport of goods and
passengers by rail to exam ne whether the conpatibility of the
regul ati on concerned can be ensured.

Qut put expected: Report by international organizations concerned on the

progress made in the elimnation of difficulties arising fromdifferent
| egal systems in international rail transport. (2000)

Priority: 3



