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THE REALI ZATI ON OF ECONOM C, SOCI AL AND CULTURAL RI GHTS
Obstacles to the realization of the right
to devel opnent on the African continent
1. At the outset of the crisis Africa was the |east industrialized

continent in ternms of both industrial production and industrial structure.
This I ow |l evel of industrialization is the nost visible heritage of
colonialism Both during the period of the Great Depression and during the
Second Worl d War, colonial policies prevented Africa from begi nning the
process of inmport substitution which was able to develop in other parts of the
Third World such as Latin Anerica. Thus Africa has remi ned extrenely

vul nerable to external factors.

2. By the end of the 1970s many African countries had achi eved progress in
both the economic and social fields. However, the subordination of the

dom nant elites in the majority of African countries to neo-colonial powers
led to a gradual deterioration of econom c and social conditions over a |arge
part of the continent; that deterioration was aggravated during the 1980s by
the structural adjustnment policies inposed by the I M.

3. For instance, in Uganda the real m nimum wage fell froma base 100

in 1972 to only 9 in 1984; in other words, it had fallen by nore than

nine tenths. 1In 1972, the purchase of food for a famly took up 60 per cent
of real earnings; but by 1984, 450 per cent of real earnings was needed for

t he sane purpose. In non-statistical terms, this nmeans that people were going
hungry. * The sane source gives various exanples of Ugandan industries which
are totally dependent on foreign sources for raw materials, manufacturing
systems, machi nery and even packagi ng. Just one exanple is quoted here.

Muki sa Bi scuits operated during the 1950s using local raw materials. |In 1982
it was reconstructed with UNDP funds and the technical advice of UNIDO  Now
that it has been reconstructed with the aid of the two United Nations agencies
menti oned, Mikisa Biscuits only uses |ocal water to boil inported raw
materials; it uses foreign moulds to shape its products; and it packs themin
i nported paper and boxes.

4, Like the majority of African countries, Uganda has to remt abroad nuch
nmore than it receives as loans or for its exports. |In 1992, external debt
anounted to the equivalent of 100.1 per cent of GNP in Africa as a whole and
108.1 per cent in sub-Saharan Africa. 1In 10 years Africa's indebtedness as a
proportion of GNP doubled. 2 During the period 1965-1980 the average GDP
growh rate in sub-Saharan Africa was 5.6 per cent; during the

period 1980-1986 it was nil. 3

5. The UNI CEF document entitled “L' Afrique vers la reprise économ que”
points out that at the end of the decade the I M- and the World Bank becane net
beneficiaries of resources comng fromAfrica and were thus in the abnorm
situation of underm ning the financial viability of their own structura

adj ustment policies. * The sane docunent pointed out that Africa was

“in urgent need of a different devel opnent strategy” (page 9).
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6. The seventh session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Devel opnent (UNCTAD), held in 1987, forecast the devel opnment of tragic
situations simlar to that existing in Rmvanda unl ess econon c and socia
orientations in the countries crushed by debt and adjustnment policies were
changed rapidly.

7. Anot her factor making for the inpoverishment of the African countries
was the fall in the prices of their export products. For instance, the price
of coffee, which made up 77 per cent of Rwanda's exports, fell by al npst

50 per cent in the space of a few years.

8. One blowto the levels of living of a nunmber of African peoples was the
deval uati on of the CFA franc. That deval uati on, which was inposed by the I M
and accepted by the Governnents concerned, seriously affected the basic
consunption patterns of the population, since many of those countries have
become inmporters of food as a result of the di sappearance of their traditiona
production structures. Certainly the victinms of the devaluation were not
consulted. The ILO Eighth African Regi onal Conference (Mauritius,

19-26 January 1994) expressed “alarmat the dramatic effects of the

deval uation on the living standards of the population including mllions of
workers and their famlies, many of whom have al ready suffered severe cuts in
their real inconme and purchasi ng power”. °

9. In contrast, the M- stated its satisfaction at the initial results of
t he deval uation of the CFA franc. It observed that during the first 9 nonths
of 1994 the CFA franc | ost about 33 per cent of its real value - a figure
roughly in line with forecasts. Wge costs - another barometer of
conpetitiveness - fell by about 40 per cent. The I M- recommended that, to
consol idate the progress made, CGovernnents shoul d exercise stricter control of
publ i c expenditure, pursue a prudent wage policy and |iberalize the
price-setting nmechani sns, the | abour market and foreign trade. ® |I|n other
words, the | M- approved of the 40 per cent drop in the real earnings of

wor kers in French-speaking Africa in the space of a few nonths and encouraged
the Governnents concerned to “consolidate the progress made”

10. According to the United Nations Wrld Econonmic Survey, in 1992 Africa as
a whol e suffered an outfl ow of resources of US$ 1,600 million. This situation
did not prevent the present United States Secretary of the Treasury,

M. Lawence Sunmers, fromstating, referring to Africa, that “the world
cannot nmaintain forever the current level of aid’. 7

11. M. Summers acquired a neasure of notoriety when, as chief econom st at
the Worl d Bank, he proposed in an internal nenorandum that the Bank shoul d
pronmote the export of contami nating industries to the Third World, adding that
t he dunping of toxic waste in the |owest-incone countries was a matter of

i npeccabl e economic logic, since the life of an inhabitant of the Third World,
in terms of |life expectancy and per capita inconme, was worth nmuch | ess than
that of an inhabitant of a devel oped country. &
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12. The objectives of transnational capital in Africa were clearly expressed
by M George Mdose, at the time United States Under-Secretary of State for
African Affairs, in a speech to the United States Senate as follows: “W nmnust
ensure our access to the i mense natural resources of Africa”. °

13. The dramatic events taking place in Africa - civil wars, interethnic
fighting, |arge-scale popul ation displacenents and famne - can to a

consi derabl e extent be attributed to these policies of the great powers,
transnati onal enterprises and the Bretton Wods bodi es.

14. For exanple, in Rwanda the average rate of econom c growth over the
period 1980-1991 was negative (-2.4 per cent); the infantile nortality rate is
over 110 per thousand; and in 1990 the proportion of doctors in the popul ation
was the lowest in the world - 1 doctor for every 72,990 inhabitants - an even
lower ratio than in 1970 (Wrld Bank, Wrld Devel opnent Report 1993). Between
1980 and 1991 the external debt of Rwanda rose from 103 per cent of its
exports to 591 per cent (World Bank, World Devel opment Report 1993, Table 24).

15. The annual rate of deforestation in Rwanda between 1981 and 1985 was
2.3 per cent (one of the highest in the world). 1In Africa generally forests
have been felled to provide exotic wood for the markets of the so-called
civilized countries. It is estimated that between 1930 and 1970 between 25

and 30 per cent of Africa's rain forests were destroyed. Particularly during
the nost recent decades, this high rate of deforestation, with catastrophic
ecol ogi cal consequences (drought and erosion), is to a considerable extent due
to the conversion of forests into land for the cultivation of export crops in
a desperate attenpt to obtain foreign currency for debt service.

16. The “ideas” of M. Sumrers and the policies of the IM-, the Wrld Bank
transnational enterprises and the great powers in Africa mght be described in
Hitlerian terns as the “final solution” of the African problem
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