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Annex I

Statement made on 6 July 1999 by the President of Georgia to_the

participants and organizers of the International Conference- '

Seminar on the Policy of Genocide and Ethnic Cleansing in Abkhazia,
Geoxrgia: the Principal Weapon of Aggressive Separatism

I want to express my sincere appreciation to the participants and organisers of this event,
whose aim is to review and acquaint the general public with the investigation materials on
the facts of genocide committed against the Georgian population in Abkhazia.

These facts are of course well known to me, and I have even been an eye-witness to many
of them. What the Abkhaz separatists perpetrated against the Georgian people with the
unconcealed help of outside forces must be categorised as a crime against humanity,
genocide and vandalism.

These facts can be rightfully equated with the crimes committed historically by fascist
regimes.

To remember and relive past tragedy is agonising, yet it is our moral obligation to do so,
thereby honouring the memory of the tens of thousands people who were killed. To
remember is to remind ourseives of the hundreds of thousands who remain internally
displaced or refugees. They have lost their homes, suffered profound humiliation, and had
their right to a peaceful life in their native land utterly trampled.

For seven years we have been trying to persuade the world that to allow such conduct to
go unpunished would permit the emergence of new hotbeds of contlict, war and
bloodshed. »

Despite the goodwill of many political and public figures and earnest support from friendly
countries, all of our efforts to peaccfully resolve the Abkhaz problem remain ineffectual.

Most troubling, there are those who still attempt to distort the truth by presenting the
victims as though they were the criminals. Regrettably, even some our own countrymen
engage in this disturbing behaviour.
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It is fortunate that the international community is becoming increasingly intolerant of
aggressive separatism and other such crimes.

1 am confident that the tragedy of Abkhazia will soon be given its due assessment, and that
the international community wifl take the necessary measures (0 allow those whose lives
have been so horribly interrupted to return to their homes and resume a peaceful life -
measures that will assure that those who carried out the massacre in Abkhazia are duly
punished.

Civilised nations cannot be indifferent when human rights are being trampled, even if the
aggression is not targeted against them directly.

I know that your Conference intends to draft a formal address to the UN Security Council
and the international community at large. As a citizen, I too want to add my voice to this
address. Georgia still has hundreds of thousands of displaced who remain living under
deplorable conditions. As President of the country, [ want to assure everyone - particularly
those ousted from Abkhazia in the first place - that this government will continue to
vigorously seek a political means for a peaceful settiement while there remains even the
slightest hope for it, without further bloodshed and tragedy. If this hope is exhausted,
however, we will seek another way to restore Georgia’s territorial integrity and allow
every refuges to return home.

This does not mean discontinuing the peaceful dialogue. It does mean that the organisers
of ethnic cleansing and genocide of Georgians must realise that the heinous crime they
have committed, and their cufpability, has been recognized by the civilised world.

The separatist regime must quell its political ambitions and agree to a realistic comprontise

in order to achieve peaceful conclusion to the problem, for the benefit of all both the
Georgian and the Abkhaz sides.

Eduard SHEVARDNADZE
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Annex II

Appeal issued on 6 July 1999 by the participants in the

International Conference on the Policy of Genocide and

Ethnic Cleansing in Abkhazia, Georgia: the Principal

Weapon of Aggressive Separatism to the Security Council
and the world community

Seven years have passed since hundreda of thousands of innocent, peaceful
civilians fell victim te the tragic events in Abkhazia, one of the ancient histori-
cat regions of Georgia. ‘

With the support and participation of anti-democratic, reactionary political and
military forces of Russia, Abkhazian separatists carried out aggressive acts
against the statehocod and territorial integrity of Georgia, which resuited in the
violation of the integrity of the country, the occupation of Abkhazia - an inte-
gral part of Georgia, the formation of a criminal, separatist regime and the
eothnic cleansing of Georgians.

Tens of thousands of peaceful residents were shot, burned alive, tortured and
crippled bacause of their ethnic origins. Many of them are stili missing. More
than 20 thousand houses beionging to Georgians were destroyed. Georgian
schools, librarias, kindergartens, cultural cantres, churches, and architectural
and historical monuments were burned and looted. It is forbidden to teach in
Georgian. Eighty percent of the aboriginal population of Abkhazia was driven
away from the areas where thase people have traditionally lived.

Not only Georgians, but also Greeks, Jews, Russians, Ukrainians, Estonians,
Armenians and even Abkhazians, who livad in Abkhazia, fell victim to the ter-
ror and the apartheid regime practised by the separatists. Some of them died
in the war, and many others, who feared the separatists, had to isave their
homes and find refuge in different towns and regions of Georgia, as well as in
foreign countries.

The documents, photographs and audic-visual materiais at our disposal, as
weil as the evidence of eyewitnesses, prove that Abkhazian separatists forcad
more than 230 thousand aboriginal Georgians to leave their homeland. This
action has forcibly changed the demographic situation in the region by the use
of inhumane and barbarous methods such as mass killings, the burial of peo-
ple alive, the throwing of people into wells and the group raping of under-age
chiidren.

The Parliamentary Assembly of the European Union, the OSCE and a number
of CIS summits have condemned the policy of ethnic cleansing with respect to
the Gecrgian population. The international community is well aware of this.

In its numerous resoiutions, the UN Security Council has confirmed as de-
structive the position of the Abkhazian side in nesgotiations, espacially their
negative approach to the creation of security mechanisms for the peacefu!l
return of refugees and forcibly displacaed persons to their native land. in this
ragard the Council has reminded the world about the Lisbon decisions and
has demanded a speedy solution to the probiem. /..
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The protaction of humnan rights is becoming an indispensable attribute and an
obligation for a country on the path of civilised and democratic deveiopment.
The process is in need of support from the entire worid. The conference
points out that the intermnationally recognised concept - "avary man has the
right to have a free and worthy life" — frequently does not go further than a
deciaration. The fate of more than 300 thousand people who fled from Abk-
hazia is a clear example of this. They have been suffering for six years, wait-
ing for the restoration of an elementary human right - the right to retum to
one's home and live there. Fifteen resolutions of the UN Security Councii, the
minutes of the OSCE Budapest and Lisbon summits, and aiso the Moscow,
Minsk and Chigindiu CIS summits have stressed that the separatist regime in
Abkhazia perpetrated the ethnic cleansing of Georgians. However, the lenient
and compliant approach of international organisations has resuited in the
mass viofation of human rights in Abkhazia. These violations are still continu-
ing.

Today, the Conference has uncovered numerous facts about the ethnic
cleansing of Georgians carried out by the separatists in Abkhazia. The 17 De-
cember 1982 resolution of the UN Security Council recognises such facts as a
form of genocids.

The evenis in Kosovo have shown the world the possible effects of delayed
reaction to the policy of ethnic cleansing on the lives of hundreds of thou-
sands of ethnically diffarent people. In such cases this procrastination causes
further bioodshed and adds to the number of victims.

The international community has passed a verdict on the offences against
humanity in Abkhazia. it is necessary to assess the events according to the

standards of intemational iaw.

We appeal to the international community on behalf of hundreds of thousands
of people displaced from Abkhazia - children, women, the aged, invalids, the
homeless and those unjustly condemned, all of whom are suffering and dying
- to take decisive measures to settle the conflict in Abkhazia within a short pe-
riod of time.

‘We request that the UN Secretary General Mr. Kofi Annan . tgkes more ener-
getic and effective measures aimed at settiing the conflict in Abkhazia and
establishing peace and stability there.

Taking into consideration the fact that all political means of settling the conflict
have been exhausted, we believe that it is now necessary to replace the pre-
sent peace operation with an initiative aimed at forcing peace. This issue
should be unambiguously raised at the Security Council.

The Conference beliaves that it is necessary to create a special commission
tc consider materials at the disposal of related bodies pertaining to the sthnic
cleansing and genocide of Georgians in Abkhazia, and to transfer these mate-
rials to the International Court.
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Wa appeal to tha UN Sacurity Council to take dacisive staps in this direction
and take measures simiiar to those used in the territory of former Yugosiavia
and in Rwanda In order to identify violations of humanitarian norms and use
the provisions of intesmational law against the offenders.

Any person practising ethnic cleansing in its extreme form of genocide should
know that he will have to face an international court and answer for his bar-
baric acts against humanity.
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Annex ITII

Statement by the Prosecutor General of Georgia

Nearly six years have passed since the tragedy in Abkhazia. We have gained many new
insights since then, which have led to a better comprehension and appreciation of the
situation. We can now see the gross mistakes that have been made, the heroic and unequal
struggle of the Georgian population against prevailing hordes of mercenaries, and the
totafly unjustified and undeserved foathing of Georgians as an etlmic group. What has also
become evident is the treachery and hostility of some of the neighbouring countries due to
thc accurmiiated matice of years. Most importantly we can see these countries' refusal to
accept either Georgia's independence or the unremitting struggle of the Georgian peopie
for freedom and self-determination.

The Georgians who were forced to fice form Abkhazia have deep confidence that they will
eventually return to their homes and, together with Abkhazians, heal the serious wounds
of the past. They believe that through & difficult and painfisl process of reconciliation they
will restore their old good-neighbourly relationship, which was daestroyed by the ignorant
Abkhazian scparatists. The latter, inspired by Russian imperialist forces, led these rwo
fraternal and blood-related people to oppose each other.

A part of the progressively-minded Abkhazian population, unable to endure the Ardzinba
regime, left their motheriand. They now live in other countries with the status of refugees.
Together with Abkhazians these include Russians, Greeks, Armeniang and others, not to
mention Georgians who survived the war and had to leave the land of their forefathers in
fear of their lives. :

Abkhazia, once one of the most beautiful regions of Georgia, has now become an arena
for criminal gangs and foreign militiamen who came to Abkhazia to plunder it. They are
fighting against and killing each other in order to gain power and influence. The economy
has been destrayed and the transport system disrupted; the activity of health resorts has
come to a standstill as their infrastructure has been severcly damaged. Most people arc
unemaployed, starving and secretly expressing their protest against the dictatorship of
Ardzinba and the people around him.

Since the tragedy in Abkhazia, the Government of Georgia and the legitimate Abkhazian
authorities in exile have not ceased their struggle for the return of refugees to their homes
and the restoration of the violsted territorial integrity of Georgia. The UN has produced
numerous sefious and important documents recognising the territorial integrity of Georgia
and hinting at the ethnic cleansing carried out against Georgians in Abkhazia. Many of the
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world's leading countries - the USA, Germany, Great Britain, France, Russia and others, -
recognise unreservedly the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Georgia.

In spite of this, the iragic situation of the Georgian population of Abkhazia is in need of
legal assessment according to the dictates of international law which are common to the
entire civilised world, and which regulate relations between peoples.

The recent events in Yugoslavia have strengthened our belief that all instances of ethnic
cleansing - a crime against humanity - must be brought to the attention of, and
investigated by, the UN and the Hague Intemational Tribunal. The offenders should be
punished.

The Prosecutor General's Office of Georgia began its investigation into the acts of
genocide in Abkhazia with this hope about six years ago. The well-known decree of the
President of Geosgia, Mr. Edvard Shevardnadze "On the Creation of the State
Commigsion for the Investigation of the Facts of Genocide and Ethnic Cleansing of the
Georgian Population in the Region of Abkhazia and the Preparation of Materials for the
Internationat Tribunal” initiated the investigation.

More than 20 thousand eyewitnesses and victims have been identified and questioned so
far, and we have collected many documents, video and photographic materials, and the
opinions of experts. Years of work by dozens of investigators and operation workers have
produced more than 200 large volumes. The final conclusion that has been reached is that
aggressive separatism had taken root and been developing in Abkhazia for decades. Chief
Communist Party and Soviet leaders of Abkhazian origin, directly connected to Russian
imperialistic forces, led this plot against the state.

These people systematically distorted and falsified historical facts, madc political
insinuations, gave a biased interpretation of events and invented legends about Georgians
conquering the territory of Abkhazia, oppressing the Abkhazian people and trying to
exterminate them.

Armed struggle, using fascist methods for the implementation of "the right of seif-
determination”, the forcible violation of the territorial integrity of the country and the
alteration of its demography with the help of the extermination and expulsion of ethnic
groups became state policy.

In order to change the political orientation of neighbouring and friendly countries, Georgia
was represented as an enemy. There were assertions that Abkhazia was part of Russia and
that the entire wealith of the region - the intrastructure of the former Soviet health resorts,
the natural resources, sites of strategic importance and much more were all said to belong
to Russia. This was done to please certain forces there.




S/1999/814
English
Page 9

Muslims in the North Caucasus and abroad were told over and over again that the
Caucasus was united and indivisible and that Georgians were trying to exterminate
Abkhazians who were in need of heip.

The propaganda machine of the extremists, and of the intefligence services that supported
them, began to bring its weight to bear. The movement for the salvation of the
“oppressed” Abkhazians was becoming stronger and stronger. Money was collected (o
purchasc arms and to hire killers in foreign countries and send them to Georgia, and also
to fund the information war by hiring media personnel, commissioning TV programmes,
etc.

In their speeches at the 23 August 1990 session of the Supreme Soviet of the Autonomous
Republic, the Chairman of the Presidium V. Kobakhia, Soviet member D. Ajinjal and
others tried to falsify historical facts. They said Abkhazia was not linked to Georgia at all,
stimulating 2 new wave of hatred and gravely damaging traditionaily fraternal relations
between Georgians and Abkhazians.

The nationalistic political organisation named Aydgylara was a key factor in the activities
of separatists. The principat aim of this organisation was the falsification of the history of
Georgian-Abkhazian relations.

The investigation has shown that Aydgylara and other political organisations
systematically and purposefully disseminated different statements, appeals and so-called
"scientific research papers® for the purpose of violating the territorial integrity of the
Georgian state. Such "works” continue to appear zealously in publications like *Abkhazia
- Chronicles of an Undeclared War", "The White Book of Abkhazia", "The Tragedy of
Abkhazia" and others.

On 25 Auvgust 1990, in violation of the Constitutions of the Republic of Georgia and the
Abkhazian Autonomous Republic, the Supreme Soviet of the Abkhazian Autonomous
Republic adopted a declaration "On the State Sovereignty of the Abkhazian Soviet
Socialist Republic”, in fact declaring unilaterally Abkhazia's secession from Georgia. The
adoption of this so-called declaration institutionalised an ethnic Abkhazian majority in the
Supreme Soviet of Abkhazia.

Scparatists used force and blackmail to introduce, on 27 August 1991, changes and
amendments to the law "On the Election of Members of the Supreme Soviet",
institutionalising apartheid de jure in Abkhazia. According to the "law", only Abkhazians
could be elected in 28 electoral districts and Georgians in 26 districts, others being left for
representatives of other ethnic groups. This apartheid law enabled Abkhazians to have a
majority in the Supreme Council and violate elementary civil rights of the Georgians who
constituted the majority of the population of Abkhazia_

On 23 July 1992, contrary to the will of the Georgian members of the Supreme Council,
Abkhazians cancelled the 1978 Constitution of Abkhazia with & simple majority of votes
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and "restored” the so-called 1925 Constitution of the Abkhazian Soviet Sociulist Republic,
which, as specialists agree, has never worked.

in order to change the demographic situation by “peaceful means® and to achieve an
automatic increase in the percentage of the Abkhazian population, the current leadership
of the Autonomous Republic adopted mumercus discriminative resclutions such as "On the
Restriction of Registration of Citizens in Abkhazia”, “On the Changes of Names and
Nationality” and others. These resolutions effectively forbade non-Abkhazians to live in
the region. The restrictions did not apply to the citizens from distamt countries who could
be regarded as Abkhazians without any identity cards. Their permanent registration was
done secretly and without any complications.

More than a hundred citizens from Syria, Jordan and other countries were allowed to live
permanertly in Sukhumi, Ochamchire and other districts rom March 1992

The practice of illegal registration continued and became especially intensive after the
conflict broke out. Separatists rewarded foreign militiamen, allowing them to live in and
rob Abkhazia. Tt is possible to say that state protection of an institutionalised militia was
first implememed in Abkhazia.

The investigation has also found that a wide network of volunteer stations was set up in
Moscow, St.-Petersburg, Krasnodar, Stavropol and other regions of Russia, as well as in
Chechnya and some other republics of the North Caucasus. A continuous stream of hired
killers who had fought in Afghanistan came to Abkhazia.

Russian intelligence services and the so-calied leader of the Confederation of Mountainous
Peoples, Musa Shanibov, played an especial role in organising and financing the hired
killers,

Shamil Basayev showed his worth through the torture and killing of peacefuil residents,
heipless women, old people and children in the territory of Abkhazia.

It has been proven that so-calied volunteers made up 60% of the armed gangs of
separatists participating in the Abkhazian conflict. It is with their help that separatists
managed to expel the Georgian population from Abkhazia.

Separatists actively prepared for the war through the purchase of arms and military
equipment. In this they were greatly assisted by the corrupt leadership of the Russian
troops [ocated in Abkhazia, who sofd them arms and ammunition from their arsenals.

In such conditions, the supporters of the ex-president Zviad Gamsakhurdia in Western
Georgia and Abkhazia allied themselves with Abkhazian separatists. They carried owut
subversive acts together, exploding railway lines, bridges, etc
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Air, road and railway communications in Abkhazia were completely disrupted for the first
six months of 1992. Georgia and its ncighbours, especially Armenia, found themaselves
under the conditions of an economic blockade.

Bandits plundered 1923 carriages of goods worth {1 biflion Russian roubles (at the
exchange rate of that period). About 1142 subversive explosions were registered during
the first six months of 1992.

In order to stop gangsters, ensure secure railtway communications and restore law and
order, thc Georgian authorities introduced speciat rules pertaining to railways on 10
August 1992 The armed forces of the Internal Affairs and Defence ministries and the
paramilitary units of railway protection were ordered to implement these rules. At the
same time, the State Courncil categorically ordered the heads of these bodies not to
concentrate armed forces and military equipment in towns and settlements, including the
Abkharian tertitory.

Thus, contrary to the assertion of separatist leaders and their supporters, the Government
of Georgia planned no military action on the territory of Abkhazia. This means that, unlike
Abkhazia's conduct, Georgia's cannot be described as "aggression and occupation”, as
this would belic the facts.

On the contrary, the leadership of the Grorgian Defence Ministry was ordered to co-
ordinate plans, with the leadership of the Autonomous Republic, for the movement and
activities of the armed forces. Later it turned out that the directive of the Georgian Head
of State, Eduard Shevardnadze, was not fulfilled and this fact was used to provoke the
Abkhazian population.

On 4 August 1992, separatists opened fire on the Georgian armed forces moving in
Abkhazian territory. Policemen were killed and wounded. Amongst the evidence at the
disposal of the investigation are video matesials, which prove the facts. This was the firs
act in the implementation of the plan aimed at the genocide and ethnic cleansing of
Georgians and other ethnic groups living in Abkhazia.

Georgians were expelled from their homes purposefilly. Those who survived were forced
10 write testimonies, which said they were leaving their homes, land and property to the
Abkhazians voluntarily. Documents in the possession the investigation, as well as
documents of international commissions prove this.

It has turned out that the policy of genocide in Abkhazia was carried out systematically -
from 14 August to 2 October 1992 in Gudauta District, from 2 October 1992 to 15
September 1993 in Gagra and since 16 September 1993 in Sukhumi, Ochamchire and Gali
districts and the town of Tkvarcheli.

The deliberate genocide of the Georgian population was first manifest in the mass killing
of intellectuals, physicians, teachers, Jjournalists, writers and artists.
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On 27 September 1993, the Chairman of the Councif of Ministers of the Autonomous
Republic of Abkhazia, later recognised as a2 National Hero of Georgia, Zhiuli Shartava,
was tortured and Kkilled in Sukhumi along with other members of the Govermnment
including the Mayor of Sukhumi, G. Gabeskiria, Chief of Police Rapava, the Deputy Head
of Gagra administration, Mikheil fincharadze, and others. More than a hundred artists,
inchuding women, were aiso killed. The head of Gumista House of Cuilture, 37-year-old
Nato Milorava, actors VYeasil Chkheidze, Teimuraz Zhvania, Guram Gelovani, the director
of the Sukhumi park, Yuri Davitaya and others were also tortured and killed.

Separatists killed more than thirty medical workers, most of them women. Physicians
Zelimkhan Danclia, Gia Sichinava, Razank Ispekchyan, Giorgi Barkalaya, Shaiva Gvazava
and others were killed a1t work. The head of the Gulripshi Tuberculosis Centre, Shota
Jyumadze, was killed in the yard of the hospital in the presence of his refatives. The same
thing happened to a physician of the Republican Hospital, Petre Sichinava.

Separatists and their foreign supporters killed more than 200 teachers, including more than
60 women: Venera Sigua, lulia Gogokhia-Sichinava, Tsatsa Dzandzava, Eka Filpani, Lia
Akubsardia, Dzabuli Pachulia, Guinara Chaladze and others.

Head of the Guiripshi collective farm, Mamuli Apkhazava, the employee of the Ministry of
Finance, Tristan Gabelia, the Head of the Building Department, l.eonti Jalagonia, the
Chief Assistant of the Prosecutor of Abkhazia, Viadimer Kalichava, investigator Emzar
Lashkhia, Head of the chair at the Subtropical Institute, Yuri Narakidze, a senior lecturer
of the same Institute, Karlo Chkhenkeli, the Chief Architect of Sukhumi, Tamaz Tavadze
and others were killed because they were Georgians.

Separatists and their supporters planned either to exterminate the Georg:an ethnic group in
Abkhazia, or evict it.

On the very first days of the conflict, five thousand Georgians were expelled from Eshera,
Lykhny, Aradu and Akhalsopeii Others were dealt with cruelly Seventeen people were
killed in Akhalsopeli. The heart of 70-year-old Indiko Grdzelidze was publicly cut out.
Elguia Maisuradze was killed with an axe in public and 65-year old Nikoloz Kvabzinadze
was tied to a tractor, dragged along the ground and killed.

After the fall of Gagra separaiists begun the mass plundering and killing of the peaceful
population. Eyewitnesses say that about fifty Georgians were tortured and than hanged on
electric pylons in Leselidze. The population of Gagra, Salkhino, Gantiadi, Pitsunda,
Lidzava, Alakhadzy and Bzyp was dealt with especially cruelly. Separatists killed everyone
- old people, women, helpless children. Many people were shot and killed publicly, among
them Alexander Kometiani, Jemal Kuchukhidze, Nodar Charkviani, Sasha Bobokhidze,
Shalva Gvazava and others,




S/1999/814
English
Page 13

Omar Bzhalava was kiffed in the presence of his family. Boris Kutsia was killed in the
presence of his wife. Viadimer Benidze was killed in the presence of his daughter; and Gia
Glonti was kilfed in the presence of his father. Sixty-five-year-old teacher Vasif
Samkharadze was captured in the street and beheaded publicly. His relatives were not
allowed to bury him and dogs end pigs defiled the dead body. Separatists first cut off
Giorgi Pipia's ears, then his nose, and only afterwards did they kill him.

The eyewitness Kharaishvili gave evidence that whilst torturing Georgians and plundering
and destroying their property, separatists declared publicly and loudly that they were going
to kil alt of the Georgians in Gagra and Leselidze and burn Georgian books, cultural
maonuments and houses. Anyone who dared to help Georgians had to fear death.

Tina Barkalaya seid her cousin, Tsezar Kvelidze, was killed in her presence. They first cut
off his nose, then his cars and a leg below the knee before finally killing him. Seventy-yeas-
old Andro Simonishvili was also tortured and killed.

Shota Mgcladze was forced to stand naked in water all night. Onc of the Chechens present
cut his left hand, filled a glass with his blood and invited the victim to drink it. When
Mgeladze refused the Chechen apologised cynically and said, "Don't be cross, brother. I
would like to drink not only your blood, but the blood of all of the Georgians”, and drank
it. He also threatened that any Georgians who did not leave Abkhazia would be killed.

Abkhazian and Chechen militiamen broke into the house of the Head of the Health Resorts
Department of Gagra, Alexander Baramia. They first raped Baramia's daughter Tsisia and
then beheaded her. Baramia's wife was tortured and killed. They finally shot and killed
Alexander Baramia himseilf, as well as Shalva Gvazava and Boris Kutsia, who were
visiting him. '

Nazi Bagishvili, a resident of Ochamchire, gave the following statement: *Our village was
occupied by separatists. Most of the peaceful residents, women and children, were
captured. Abkhazian and Chechen militiamen raped 25 helpless girls aged from 12 to 16 in
the presence of their relatives and other residents of the village. Group violence was
practised on the helpless children throughout the week. Very often the violators cut off the
nipples and heads of the girls after raping them. These barbarians of the 20th century made
beads out of them".

On 9 August 1993, a party of Georgians was taken to Sochi airport under the threat of
death. There they were given documents testifying that their homes no longer betonged to
them. 250 families were deported from the village of Bzyp like this. Givi Kiknadze and his
daughter Tamuna, residents of Bzyp, were killed because they refused to leave their
village. Many other people were also severely punished for the same reason.

We have documents concerning the mass iciﬂing of Georgtans in the Gagra stadium and
other public places after the occupation of the town in October 1992,
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We have revealed facts concerning the mass killing of peaceful residents in Gagra,
Ochamchire, Sukhumi,  Gulripshi and other districts. Konstantine Sichinava has given
evidence that after the fall of Gagra, Georgians were taken out of their homes and killed in
the streets.

There is further evidence of atrocities. Local resident Tamaz Japaridze said that, together
with others, he was made to collect corpses of Georgians in the streets of Gagra on 7
October. Four Kamaz lorries were loaded with the bodies. He said about 250 corpses
were buried in a large pit.

Nana Chaladze said that Ardzinba made a television appeal to the Abkhazian population,
promising 1o give them money, as well 2s homes and land belonging to Georgians, if
Abkhazians, Chechens and Cossacks captured Gagra and exterminated the Georgians
there. About thirty policemen were killed in Gagra. Peaceful residents were forced to
Bather in the stadium, where they were shot and killed Cossacks killed 72 peaceful
residents near the village of Dzveli Kindgi. Abkhazians killed 48 pcople in the village of
Ganakhicba (Gulripshi District). More than 400 Georgians were killed in Kurchenko Park
in Sukhumi.

The witness Galina Arzumanyan toki the investigation that she remembered how
Abkhazians entered the village of Akhaldaba, mercilessty killing all of the children and
teenagers before taking the survivors to the local stadium and killing them there in tum.
Almost all of the women and children over the age of six were raped. Separatists put tyres
on the heads of some of them and burned them alive. About 400 peoplc were killed in this
way, including 60 women.

A resident of Sukhumi, Lily Zoidze, said that a group of Abkhazians, Chechens,
Armenians and Cossacks broke into the house of her neighbours, the Pkhakadze family,
They killed the entire family, beheaded them, put the heads on poles publicly and burned
them.

The investigation has shown that the 17 thousand Georgians who survived the sadistic
acts of separatists in Gagra left their homes unconditionally and went elsewhere.

Separatists shelled Sukhumi and Ochamchire for months. Tens of thousands of shells felt
on Sukhumi. More than 400 peaceful residents fell victim to them. Air attacks were
usually carried out at night, when people slept. Residential districts were especially
targeted.

According to the agreement reached on 27 July 1993, the Georgian forces withdrew their
artillery and military equipment from Sukhumi and Ochamchire. Seizing this opportunity,
separatists treacherously began shelling Sukhumi and Ochamchire on 16 September.
Sukhumi airport, where thousands of Georgians, Russians and others were gathered
awaiting pianes to leave the zone, became a permanent target for attacks,
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Separatists shot down several civilian aircraft, causing a great number of deaths. More
than 50 women and small children were killed.

49 460 out of the 119 180 residents of Sukbumi were Georgians. Most of them were
expelied from the town under pain of death.

The documents pertaining to the investigation make it clear that after the fall of Sukhumi,
separatists tortured and killed more than a thousand Georgians, including women, helpless
old peopie and little children. :

1 would like to mention some of the gravest crimes committed by separatists in Sukhumi
In from of a pub near School #11, drunken Abkhazian and Cossack militiamen boasted,
laughing lfoudly, about how they played football with the severed heads of Georgians.

Two residents of Sukhumi, Roin Shubladze and Guram Kvashilsva, were killed in their
own flat in the city. The killers then cut off flesh from their arms and legs, scattering
pieces of it over the floor. Shubladze's wifo dared to ask them why they were doing this
and these barbarians of the 20th century answered this was the fate of all of Georgians if
they did not leave Abkhazia.

The policy of genocide reached its peak in Gali District, where 97% of the 96 thousand
population were Georgians. On 29 September 1993 separatists and their foreign
supporters conquered Gali and began to kill the peaceful population en masse.

610 residential buildings out of 710 were destsroyed and burned in the village of Okumi. 65
people, including 20 women, were tortured and killed: 90-year-old Venera Antia, 55-year-
old Nelly Gergaya, 81-year-ol Vera Gunia, 67-year-old Alma Latsuzbaya and 65-year-old
Natela Shelia. The young sisters, Nino and Nato Politayevas, were first publicly raped and
then killed. : — ,

About 1040 houses were destroyed and 128 people, including 20 women, tortured and
killed in the town of Gali.

411 houses were destroyed and burned and 70 people, including 17 wormen, were killed in
Achigvara. 429 houses were destroyed and 55 people, including 14 women, were tortured
and killed in Gudava. :

Similar tragic events took place in Mziuri, Kvemo and Zemo Bargebi, Repi, Shesheleti,
Otobaya, Nabakevi and elsewhere. The helpless old women Zhenya Tsurtsumia, Valentina
Chargazia, Chuta Chaave, Shura Jologua, Ksenya Gangia, lamze Kvachakhia, Roza
Zantaria, Bella Malasheva, Valya Tarbaya and others were burned alive.

Terror in Gali did not end with the 1993 tragedy. Many times before the notorious events
of 28 May 1998, Abkhazian separatists attacked the villages of Gali District - Repi,
Gumurishi, Zemo and Kvemo Bargebi, Otobaya, Nabakevi and Lekukhona. They burned
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and destroyed 3727 houses, 40 secondary schools and 95 other buildings of different
kinds. They took away 25 thousand head of cattlc and expensive foreign equipment ffom
factories and plants, causing irreparable damage to the economy of the district.

More than 12 hundred peaceful citizens were killed during the above-mentioned peniod.

It is noteworthy that scparatisis also attacked villages in the 12-km security zone. The
Russian peacekeoping foroes did nothing to prevent the barbarous acts committed there. A
number of crimes were even committed with their help. As for the representatives of
international organisations stationed in the conflict zone, as usual, they merely registered
{acts.

On 26 May 1998, a limited contingent of the Internal Army and the Police of Georgis
were introduced into the districts bordering Gali to save peaceful residents. They managed
to evacuate the population peacefully from the battle zone. They did not participate in
military operations, though 20 soldiers were killed and 14 injured.

According to the incomplete data at the digposal of the investigation, 5738 Georgians
were killed in the territory of Abkhazia because of the policies of ethnic cleansing and
genocide carried out by Abkhazian separatists. Among them: 483 people in Gagra; 238 in
Sukhumi District; 1148 in Sukhwmi; 1232 in Gulripshi District; 851 in Ochamchire
District, 1553 in Gali District, 147 in Gudauta District and 20 in the town of Tkvarcheli.
More than 70 children and 706 women fell victim to the genocide and ethnic cleansing in
Abkhazia. Fifty percent of those killed were elderly people. Six hundred people are still

missing.

Documents show that a total of 276 345 peaceful residenis were cxpelled from Abkhazia.
Among them are 73 178 from Sukhumi and Sukhumi District, 25 403 from Gagra, 34 587
from Gulripshi District, 85 678 from Gali District. 38 312 from Ochamchire District, 6
719 from Gudauta District and 3 468 from Tkvarcheli.

The existing decumentation makes it clear that the war caused material damage of $3 12
billion. Damage of $5.18 billion was caused to the private property of citizens (excluding
the housing). Losses to the national product amounted to $2.41 biltion in 1993-1998, the
total damage amounting to $10.7 billion.

The investigation has already identified morc than twenty ringlcaders and organisers of
this grave crime and more than 800 executioners, all of whom have their hands deep in
Georgian blood.

Taking into consideration the realities of the day, the Prosecutor's Office has already taken
practical steps towards bringing certain criminals to court. The investigation of the
criminal cases of Pachulia, Tsvizhba, Sadzba, Narmania and others has aiready been
concfuded. The Supreme Court of Georgia has sentenced them to many years in prison,
‘Warrants for the arrest of 15 more people have also been issued.
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Ycars of investigation and incontrovertible evidence have proved that what the scparatists
did and are still doing in Abkhazia is not just an ethnic conflict. This is & well-orgaaised
conspiracy of Abkhazian separatists and North Caucasian confederates, supported by
intelligence services. The plot is aimed at the creation of a fundamentalist Islamic statc in
the Transcaucasus, specifically in the territory of Abkhazia. To this end it was necessary,
first of all, to radically change the geopolitical situation in Abkhazia. The majority of the
population of Abkhazia, namely Georgians, would be partly exterminated. Dreadful and
cruel methods of physical deterrent, much spoken about in this report, would be used
against the survivors, who would be oppressed and unable to resist the aggressors under
such conditions of mass terror. These people, living in 2 state of panic, fearing death,
torture and humiliation, would be forced to leave their native homes and abandon the
territory of Abkhazia.

Tribes from the North Caucasus would then occupy the lands and houses Jeft by
Georgians, populating the entire coastal zone of the Black Sea. This is why thousands of
mercenarsies (killers and cannibals) from foreign countries, envenomed with scparatism,
nationalism and extremism were allowed to invade Abkhazia.

It is necessary to take new and decisive steps, Mister President.

The Prosecutor General's Office of Georgia is one of the main authors of more than 200
volumes of the investigation's findings, which contain details of unheard-of crimes
committed in Abkhazia against the Georgian population. This office is ready to appear at
the Hague International Tribunal immediately, with a mandate from our country to act for
the prosecution against the Abkhazian separatists. Keeping strictly to the legislation, the
Office can, with a clear conscience, support the grave accusations made against Abkhazian
separatists in order to make them answer for the unprecedented evil done both to the

population of Georgia and to humanity.

T would like to conclude optimistically this very difficult and sad speech of mine. I am sure
justice will prevail and we will return to Abkhazia. For our land, our memories of
childhood and adolescence, our burned houses and the neglected graves of our ancestors
are calling us.
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Annex IV

Statements made by some evewitnessges of the tragedy

Naira Kalandia, resident of Sukhumi

After the fall of Sukhumi in September 1993, my entire family, together with our
neighbours, started on ther way to the river Enguri. A gang consisting of Abkhazians,
Russians and Chechens caught up with us near the village of Kindgi. The nine days spent
with them were like nine days in hell. 1 saw with my own eyes how peopie were humiliated
and insulted. About twenty young men were shot and killed. Seeing this, I realised that
they would kill my only son too, so I implored the Abkhazians, Chechens and others who
were with them to kill me instead of my son. However, they said in answer, “"You will
soon die a natural death. What we have to do is kill this foul ereature, so that you are
unable to multiply”. Then they hit me with a butt and 1 fainted.

A burst of sub-machine-gun fire brought me to my senses. My seventeen-year-old son was
lying flat in front of me. One more burst of fire from the murderer followed, and & mixture
of bones and blood was all that was left of my son. I still have a piece of his bone - nose
gristle - in my pocket, as a token of remembrance. Then they dragged me by the hairto a
well full of water. Seven or cight people, both young and old, wcre standing near it. The
nrarderers told me to watch these peoples’ acrobatic jumps into the well and began
dropping them into it alive.

I was a mother whose son had been kilied only ten minutes before, but 1 was nevertheless
happy that my son was dead, as now he did not have to face such torture and humiliation.

However, I found that death is not the worst fate in the world. They took off a young
man's skull with a bullet and made me thrust my face into his brains. Then they hung me by
my feet, opened my mouth and made me swallow his eye, which had been put out with a
knife. I wanted to die. I asked some Russian soldiers to kill me, but the Abkhazians did
not aliow them to do 2o, as they wanted ta torture me further.

I left my son in Kindgi haif buried in a grave, or, to be more exact, in a pit dug with my .
own hands. There was not enough room for him there, so his hands and feet stuck out on

the surface. I cavered them with branches and managed to put stones on them, so that pigs

and dogs would be unable to eat his corpse.

1 am just an ordinary woman, but [ have come to a conclusion during the last six years.
What was done to me was not simply a crime against my family. Ir is part of something
much more dangerous and sinister: the well-organised and large-scale gcnocide of
Georgians.
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Khuta Jainni, resident of Sukhumi

The policy of extermination of Georgians had been planned purposcfully for years before
Abkhazian scparatists began the 1992-1993 war against Georgiana.

Long before the war began, 1 worked as a train conductor. Trains going from Moscow to
Sukbumti were often loaded with boxes fidl of arms in the town of Tula (Russia) and
unioaded in the town of Gudauta (Abkhazia). '

Not only the Abkbazian leadership, but also common Abkhazians were preparing for the
war. One day, by chance, 1 saw a great number of truncheuns in the house of my
neighbour, Robik Ladaria. The truncheons had two or three 150-mm long nails in them.
They were made to kill people.

¥} was captured in September 1993, after the Russian-Abkhazian army entered Sukbumi. |
was beaten, tortured and then transferred to Bambora concentration camp in Gudauta.

Many Georgian captives were tormented there together with me. Every night I was cruelly
beaten and tortured. I was made to shoot and kill Georgians: if' I refused { was beaten until
I fainted.

T survived thanks to international peacekeeping forces.

I can say aloud that Russia, its authorities and military forces fought against us together
with Abkhazians.

Lamara Nachkebia, teacher from Gali

The battle berween Georgia and Abkhazian separatists ended six years ago. However,
batties are still-underway in Gali. No conquerors of any epoch have committed atrocities
similar to those witnessed by the ancient land of Samurzakano.

Your souls will be moved when you see the burned houses, which became the graves of
their owners, as most of the people were burned alive in their homes Being burned alive,
buried alive, mutilated, raped, castrated and scalped - this is an incomplete list of the
torments and humiliation suffered by Georgians from Gali. And all this is happening at a
time when the leader of the perpetrators of these crimes, Ardzinba, is trying to speak the
language of civilised people. He has even turned out to know human rights. However, his
people are victimising peacefui residents solely because they are Georgians.

This is why the invaders have tortured innocent people. They know that the extermination
of the educated members of the community will lead them 10 their goal — the genocide of
Georgians. This is why they have killed tens of families of Georgian intellectuals.
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Leonti Kvaratskhelia and his son, together with their close relative Dazmir Kakulia, were
shot ang killed in their own house at midnight. Their bodies were then cut into pieces. The
Sigua family, all of whom were teachers known for their goodniess and warmth, was also
destroyed with unimagimable cruelty. On 11 November 1993, 76-year-old Arsen Sigua
was first tortured and then killed in fiis own house His 87-year old sister Nino tried to
protect him, but she t0o was killed. Their younger sister Vera Sigua, who had taught and
raised many people, was first raped and then kitled.

In Gali District, in 1993-1997, Abkhazian militiamen inhumanely tortured and killed the
well-known teachers Khuta Pirtskhelava and Vakhtang Emkhvari, Bidzina Gujejiani and
Platon Takalandze. The teacher Akaki Shengelia was forced into his house, and there
burmed alive. The former headmaster of the school at Ganakhleba, Akaki Tsobekhia, was
locked up in the library and burned together with the books.

A Palice Major from Chuburkhinji Bochia Kolbaya was cruelly tortured. They first cut out
his shoulder blade and then shot and killed him.

The Sanaya family in Shesheleti was exterminated with unimaginable brutality. The father
saw how aix members of his family - twe sons and four under-age granddaughters were
killed. Later the father himself was also killed,

The most respected intellectuals of Gali; Bidzina Otkhozona, Zhilin, Emir and Rabo
Shonia were also tortured and killed.

The sadists were equally cruei to everyone Nineteen-year-old Tutu Ketsbaya and 67-year-
old Nazo Kilanava-Akishbaya from Gudava were tortured and killed. Seventy-three-year-
old David Rukhaya was strangled with wire.

Sixteen-year old Gocha Khasaya and 15-year-old Lasha Tsikolia, 15-year-old Zaza Buava
and 16-year-old Khvicha Kalandia were barbarously tortured and killed.

What crime had the 16 and 20-year-old Lezhava brothers committed? The boys were
locked up in a trunk and then shot while inside.

I do not think Gocha Cherkezia from Tsarche, who had done nothing wrong, could have
imagined the forms of torture he would have to suffer. He was taken away from his home
and held captive for two weeks. He was then tied to a tractor together with Kvaratskhelia
from the same village. They were dragged along the ground until they lost consciousness,
after which they were covered with kerosene and burned to death.

On 20 May 1998, Abkhazian separatists started a large-scale punitive operation against
the population of Gali. This was a continuation of the bloody policies of ethnic cleansing
and genocide carried out by the Ardzinba regime for the previous five years against the
Georgians who remained in the Gali District, or who had retumed there on their own.
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The martyrs' deaths of more than 70 peaceful residents; tens of people missing; about 40
thousand homeless people whe became displaced for the second time and had to flee to
the Zugdidi and Tsalenjikha Districts; 24 hundred houses and 18 schools burned. These
are the bloady statistics of the second stage of the genocide of Georgians.

Ladies and gentlemen! T am a teacher from Gali, so it is not surprising that I am
preoccupied with the probiems of the men, women and children from this region. There is
a Geotgian school in Galt, which has not had a Georgian first grade for five years. Very
few Georgian lessons are tsught in the so-called Georgian school; Georgian history and
geography arc not taught at all.

It should be noted that the tragedy in Gali District has caused the resemment of the
population towards international organisations. We are well aware that the obligation of
the UN observers is to register events and submit the data to the international community.
But if these observers do their work honestly, why doesn't the UN assess the crimes of
Abkhazian separatists committed against the Georgian population? Why is the UN silent?
Why does it make useless and ineffectual statements?

We demand equal consideration of the conflicts in Kosovo and Abkhazia. As has been the
case in Kosovo, force should be used in Abkhazia to establish peace. The leader of the
Abkhasian separatists should be made to answer, like Milosevic, for the cimes committed
against the Georgian population. ‘

I hope that our proposals will be taken into consideration. When theses demands are met,
the Georgian and Abkhazian peoples will be able to unite and think about their common
future. , : ; -




