United Nations E/1990/06

)y, Economic and Social Council Distr.: General

29 July 1999

Original: English

Substantive session of 1999
Geneva, 5-30 July 1999

Agenda item 14 (h)

Social and human rights questions:
Human rights

Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for

Human Rights
Contents
Paragraphs Page
Lo INtrOdUCHION . . o 1-8

[I.  Enhancing commitments to economic, social and cultural rights. . ........... 9-14 4
Ratifications . ... ... 9-11
Content of obligations . ... . 12-13 5
Declaration on the Right to Development .......... ... ... .. . i iiiia.. 14

lll.  Strengthening the implementation of economic, social and cultural rights. . .. 15-27 5
Determining NEeAS ... ... i e 15-16 5
Intergovernmental bodies. . ... . 17-20 6
Treaty bodies . ... 21-24 7
New methodological approaches. ........ ... .. i 25-27 7

IV. Assisting States in the implementation of economic, social and cultural rights 28-32 8

V. Building partnerships . ... 33-54 9
International cooperation . . ... ... 33-34 9
Integrating economic, social and cultural rights throughout the United Nations
L5351 (=] 0 2 35-42 10
Regional cooperation . . ...... ... i 43-45 11

99-19541 (E) 190799


<<ODS JOB NO>>N9919541E<<ODS JOB NO>> <<ODS DOC SYMBOL1>>E/1999/96<<ODS DOC SYMBOL1>> <<ODS DOC SYMBOL2>><<ODS DOC SYMBOL2>> 


E/1999/96

V1.

Cooperation with civil society . .......... .

Cooperation with the corporate sector ...,

Conclusions



E/1999/96

|. Introduction Rights, are widely being denied. We need look no further than
recent United Nations data to confirm thighe 1999 State

1.  The present report is submitted pursuant to Genefj| the World's Childrenreport of the United Nations
Assembly resolution 48/141 of 20 Decemb®993. Its Children’s Fund (UNICEF) warns that nearly a billion people,
content focuses on the implementation of economic, socypixth of humanity, are functionally illiterate and Wi.|| enter.
and cultural rights. In 1993, the World Conference on HumdR® twenty-first century unable to read a book or sign their
Rights urged that the enjoyment of these rights Hemes. Two-thirds of them are women. The 1998zl
strengthened and recommended a concerted effort to engi§Ort of the Executive Director of the World Food
their recognition at national, regional and international level§rogramme states that, while there is sufficient food to feed
Two years later, at the World Summit for Sociafhe world, 830 million people are chronically undernourished.
Development, States pledged to strive for social integratigMe live in aworld where food rots while people starve. And
based on the enhancement and protection of all human rigtif¢ 19981Human Development Repat the United Nations
Since assuming her duties, the United Nations Hidﬂevelopment Programme (UNDP) points out the bleak reality

Commissioner on Human Rights has stressed that one of H&t: 0f the 4.4 billion people in developinguentries, nearly
main objectives is to build on these commitments. three-fifths lack basic sanitation, almost a third have no

] o ] access to clean water, a quarter do not have adefoatsng,
2. The commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the i have no access to modern health services, a fifth of

Universal Declaration of Human Rights provided an ideakjigren do not attend school and approximately a fifth do not
opportunity to look with fresh eyes at the Declaration’s visiof5e enough dietary energy and protein.

of the inherent dignity and equal and inalienable rights of all ] . o
members of the human family. The Vienna Declaration ami ~ ©One area of particular urgency is the eradication of
Programme of Action forcefully reiterated that all huma§Xtréme poverty. The latest report of the World Bank
rights, civil, cultural, economic, political and social ardndicates that the recent financial and economic crisis has

interlinked and interdependent. With the benefit of 50 yeaf4iven large parts of populations into poverty — measured
of experience, it has become clearer that all human rigHt¥ the World Bank as income of less than US$ 1 per day. The
must be respected with the same degree of affirmation a¥jgtims of poverty are in fact denied almost all rights — not
conviction — freedom of speech and belief as well as freeddRlY (0 adequate food, health care and housing, but also to
from fear and want; fair trial and the right of participatory angarticipation in political processes; access to information and

representative government side by side with the rights glucation; fair legal treatment and the normal benefits of
work, health protection, and education. citizenship. These conditions are compounded for the most

] _vulnerable, in particular children and women, who in some
3. Some progress has been made both at the internatiqnglis of the world are being increasingly exploited through
and national levels in reinforcing the founding vision of thﬂ'afﬁcking, forced labour and prostitution. The Bank's report
drafters of the Universal Declaration, enshrined in article ngeaks about the failure of existing economic strategies to

which proclaims: “Everyone, as a member of society, has tRgmpat poverty and calls for new, socially oriented
right to social security and is entitled to realization, throuQQpproaches.

national effort and international cooperation and in o ] o
accordance with the organization and resourcesach State, 8- The globalization of markets, capital, communication
of the economic, social and cultural rights indispensable f8fd technology changes the face of the world, opening new
his dignity and the free development of his persona"tyqpportunmes and crgatlng new challlenge.s..Whlle the benefits
Examples of efforts by the international community can b@f these transformations are undeniable fdfians of people
seen in resolutions and new mandates of the Commission!Bi!l regions, itis also undeniable that still larger numbers
Human Rights; further clarification by treaty monitoring?f the world's population are being pushed to the margins of
bodies of the content of specific rights; and enhanceé®Cet. economically and soglally, in part because of th's
activities by components of the United Nations system as w&fmPlex process. In developing and developed countries

as other international organizations to improve the realizati@ke. @ clear trend towards a smaller percentage of the
of human rights in the lives of people. population receiving a greater share of wealth, while the

] ] ) ] oorest simultaneously lose ground, must be addressed.
4. Yetdespite examples of progress, it remains painfulfre ctive action to combat poverty and to make the global
clear that t_he fundamental rights to d_ecent Ilvmg Cond'F'°n§ystem work for all people involves difficult decisions by
food, basic health care and education, all laid down in th€q\ernments, faced with competing economic and social
International Covenant on Economic, Social and CUlturﬁlriorities, and by the international community, which must
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make appropriate use of limited resources at its disposal. Yet important steps in ensuring that national legislation is
these decisions can and must be made by placing the decision-  consistent with the Covenant’s provisions. It must be noted,
making process firmly in the context of international human however, that more than one quarter of all countries have not
rights obligations. ratified the Covenant. In the context of the fiftieth anniversary

mf the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Secretary-

7. Undoubtedly, large-scale efforts at all levels are st | and the United Nati High C e f
required to remove the obstacles to and bolster tigeneral and the United Nations High Commissioner for

commitment and resources dedicated to ensuring thiyman Rights sent joint letters to all heads of State urging

realization of economic, social and cultural rights. The yeél?em to make every effort to ratify the two Covenants and the

1999 marks the tenth anniversary of the adoption of t qur princip_al human.rights con\(entions yvithin the next fivg
Convention on the Rights of the Child and providesttinig years. pnlted N.gnor.ls technlcall a35|§tance and ad\{lce
occasion to focus world attention on the diffidas children CONcerning the ratification process is available to requesting
face throughout the world. The international communit ountries.

should join UNICEF, the Comitiee on the Rights of the 10. Alongside the International Covenant on Economic,
Child and all other institutions involved not only to give Social and Cultural Rights, other human rights treaties play,
children a ray of hope but to ensure respect for their directly or indirectly, an important role in determining the
legitimate rights. Targeted thinking and action to broaden commitments of States ofier@ion on the Rights of the
access to education, health protection and a social Child includes provisions for the protection of the full
environment conducive for sustainable human development spectrum of human rights, civil and political as well as
must be seen as common goals to be achieved for the sake of economic, social and cultural. The Convention’s virtually
all children. universal acceptance highlights the fact that soroaanic,

8 This report provides an overview of important recen's[ocial and cultural rights have already taken the form of legal
developments in the implementation of economic, social aﬁmﬂements for moreh'.[hﬁni?alf of th.eflwgrldr;mzens N |t_s |
cultural rights at the international level. The Economic ang! ren. Stateshw 'T, nave ra? |e” the Intefrnatlo_nla
Social Council, benefiting from the activities carried Ou(t?:.onv.er.mor.\ on the E|m|nat|qn of A Form;; o! Racia
under its authority, including the Commission on Humakiscrimination and the Convention on the Elimination of All
Rights and the Committee on &gomic, Social and Cultural Folmgjs of D|scr|mf|nat|0n against Vg/omefn, both of Wh'Ch_
Rights, may wish to consider the possibility of carrying odf'ct Ie exgressl re elrer_wﬁs tor? num ler 0 speC|O||c.ecor:om|<|:,
a review of developments at the national level to promote pegicial and cu tulra ng :]S’ a,vﬁ asolentere mFo ﬁga
practices, identify needs and strengthen cooperation betwd@gjgations to implement these rights. Only 12 countries have

Governments and human rights and development institutioﬁ‘é),t yet ratified either of these two treaties. This shows that

as well as other relevant actors. The Office of the UnitetéiIe net of international legal commitments relevant for

Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights will do i,[Seconomic, social and cultural rights is fairly wider than would

utmost to support such endeavours and facilitate the abilt§ assumed by considering only the number of ratifications

of Governments to promote and protect economic and soc}: Ithe International Covenant on Economic, Social and

council rights. Cultural Rights.
11. Pastexperience also confirms that commitments to only
. . one category of human rights, sooner or later, becomes a
[I. Enhancing commitments to serious obstacle to the implementation of all human rights and
economic, social and cultural rights thus to sustainable human development. Thismstatis
mutandisthe case in all countries, developed and developing.
The complementarity of civil and political rights to@womic,
social and cultural rights must be fully recognized if the latter
9.  Progress in the implementation of human rights ige to be implemented in accordance with the needs of people
largely dependent upon the status of legal commitments maggy the actual economic potential of the State. The call for
by States regarding observance of, and respect fpggification of human rights treaties addressing economic,

international standards. Since the World Conference @Rcial and cultural rights directly should, therefore, be
Human Rights in 1993, the number of States that have ratifiggnnected with the call for ratification of other treaties.

the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights has increased by 17 per cent, reaching a total of 141
States parties. These recent ratifications of the Covenant are

Ratifications
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Content of obligations strengthened. The treaty bodies attach great attention to the

12. The views of the Committee on Economic, Social ancdammit_ments of S'Fates to cooperate in promoti_ng and
Cultural Rights, articulated in its General Comment@mtecn,ng human rights. For e_:xample, the Committee on
; gconomm, Social and Cultural Rights has stressed that States

and the conditions necessary for their implementation, thngties should recognize the essential role of international

further specifying the commitments of State Parties under tfaoperation and comply with their commitment to take joint

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Culturgpd separate action to achieve the realization of economic,

Rights. During its twentieth session, held in May 1999, tpaocial and cultural rights (see also paras. 33 and 34 below).
Committee considered and adopted: General Comment No.11
(1999), “Plans of action for primary education (article 14 of
the Covenant)”and General Comment No.12 (1999), “Thi4. Resolutions of the United Nations intergovernmental
Right to Adequate Food (article 11 of the Covenant)’bodies also play an important role in defining the
General Comment No. 11 (1999) emphasized the importanegponsibilities of States in the area obaomic, social and

of national plans of action for primary education andultural rights. Among these, the 1986 Declaration on the
requested State parties that have not been able to provRight to Development plays a central role. By placing the
compulsory primary education, free of charge, to work out anddividual at the centre of development activities and
adopt, within two years, a detailed plan of action leading teroclaiming an integrated vision of all human rights, the
this goal. General Comment No. 12 (1999) affirmed that ti®@eclaration is a vehicle for the indivisibility and
right to adequate food was indivisibly and indispensabbbmplementarity of different categories of human rights and
linked to the inherent dignity of the human person and wdsr recognizing the promotion and protection of all human
inseparable from the fulfilment of other rights enshrined irights as the basis and measure of sustainable development.
the International Bill of Human Rights. The Committee als@s a consequence, the Declaration has given a strong boost
stressed that the roots of the problems of hunger atglthe advancement of economic, social and cultural rights.
malnutrition were not the lack of food globally, but lack of

access to available food, and stated that when a State failed

to ensure the satisfaction of the minimum essential ledél. Strengthening the implementation of

required to be free from hunger, a violation of the Covenant  aconomic. social and cultural rights
had occurred. ’

Declaration on the Right to Development

13. Other treaty-based bodies also look beyond the formal  Determining needs
content of standards laid down in the respective treaties

: 18 An objective and impartial picture of the worldwide

order to analyse the social and economic premises of thl%'wrplementation of economic, social and cultural rights is of

|mplementat|on. For example, W.h”e commenting on the rig treat importance. This is indispensable to identify needs and
to life, the Human Rights Committee has referred to proble

?‘nerging threats, extrapolate trends in the implementation

such as malnutrition and epidemics, which link this right ¢ human rights at all levels and, on this basis, determine
the right to food and the right to health under the Internation Iiority areas and methods of WorI'< For the Unitéd Nations

goveniltnt on ItEr::orl;on;:;: Sﬁﬁ'alcinﬂ r(]:u'tl;]ralll Rﬁ“% Tt Fprovides the basis for the appropriate orientation of policies
ommittee on the Rights ot the Lhid has helped 1o 1dentiy, y activities, in particular in the context of confidence-

the close relationship between the realization of the rightSJS)lfJilding and technical cooperation at the national level. The
the child and the eradication of situations of economi

loitation. The C it ttached particular . ommittee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights stressed
explottation. The L.ommitiee attache ’par icuiar IMPOTtantgo «he essential first step towards promoting the realization
to education, which reduces a child’s vulnerability to al

o L . . f economic, social and cultural rights is diagnosis and
forms of exploitation. While interpreting the Commltment§<nowledge of the existing situation ... While monitoring is

of States under the rgspectlvg treaties as Ob"gaF'O”S signed to give a detailed overview of the existing situation,
respect, protect_ and fulf!l human rights, the treaty qu|es C¥he principal value of such an overview is to provide the basis
for a pro-active policy by the State regarding th‘1:"or the elaboration of clearly stated and carefully targeted

T o o TS, Eliing S0, nclucing he esabishmen o priories W
assistance 1o tnhe inaividual. us, notonly Is the conten Iglect the pl’OViSiOﬂS of the Covenarit”.

commitments undertaken by States in social and econom o . _
areas becoming more precisely clarified, but the link6. The indivisibility of human rights requires that rheds
between different categories of human rights is increasing®f tracking the implementation of economic, social and
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cultural rights, in particular, should be strengthened. universal and equitable access to social services —
Currently, such methodologies are less effective than those especially, in times of economic redession.”

developed for civil and political rights, although social antilsé

economic data from development agencies is increasingly.

pemg !nco|r||oora|ted into the rﬁleva?ﬁ gnaly3||§. Qt. th(‘f“apacity of the United Nations human rights programme in
international level, progress can be achievatkr alia, by: the area of economic, social and cultural rights1898, the

(a)l enslur!n% thg aﬁequa’i(e s;cta;]nd.mg of economic, slc:)mzl_ A mmission appointed the Special Rapporteur on the right
C? tlrj]ra Ung t; Il::t 1€ Work o t ¢ |n|terg?1vercr:1ment.a POUIER; education, who presented her initial report to the fifty-fifth
of the United Nations, in particular the Commission 0 ggjon of the Commissién. In addition, mandates dealing

Human Rights; (b) integrating economic, social and CUIturwith social and economic aspects of development are of great

rights  throughout the human rights =~ machinerye e ance for economic, social and cultural rights. They

() strengthening the capacities to SPPPO” the Committee fQude the independent expert on the right to development;
ECOEOH.“C’ SOCIJI Engch:]tu? ng_htg; (d) enabling ,thfhe independent expert on extreme poverty; the Special
mechanism established by the Commission on Human R'gwﬁpporteur on effects of foreign debt on the full enjoyment

to assess the implementation of the right to OleVempmerc'ﬂ‘;economic, social and cultural rights; the independent expert

(e) adopting an optional protocol on |nd|V|duaI_0n effects of structural adjustment policies on the full

' mjoyment of human rights; the Special Rapporteur on the sale
f children, child prostitution and child pornography; the

fecial Rapporteur on adverse effects of the illicit movement

d dumping of toxic and dangerous products and wastes on
the enjoyment of human rights; the Working Group on the
right to development; and the Working Group on
contemporary forms of slavery. It is essential that all holders
17. Placing economic, social and cultural rights on thef special procedures mandates include in their analyses the
agendas of United Nations organs and bodies as well as offigssible impact of economic, social and cultural rights on
agencies and programmes is essential in order to map their primary area of interest.

existing needs in their global, regional and nationglg |, its resolution 1998/72, the Commission on Human
dimensions. The United Nations High Commissioner h3gights established a new mechanism to monitor the
proposed joint meetings of the Second and Third Committegsy|ementation of the right to development. It includes the
of the General Assembly to consider various aspects ghrementioned open-ended inter-sessional Working Group
economic, social and cultural rights. During the fifty-thirdy,q the independent expert. The mandate of the independent
session of the General Assembly,_ both C_ommittees Ca®gpert is to study the current state of progress in the
together to discuss the role the United Nations should plgysiementation of the right to development and present these
in the eradication of poverty. The Economic and SocCighgings to the Working Group at each of its meetings. This
Council has dedicated it999 high-level segment to povertymechanism can be seen as an additional important instrument
eradication. At its fifty-fifth session, the Commission onyjiowing the implementation of economic, social and cultural
Human Rights held a special dialogue which focused on Uﬂﬁhts since the right to development encompasses an

problem of social exclusion of children. Also, other SUbSidiariYntegrated approach to all human rights. The Working Group
bodies of the Economic and Social Council attach mugi| meet for the first time in September 1999.

attention to areas relevant to the implementation of economic, o ] S
social and cultural rights. For example, the thirty-seven#- The Sgbcomm@spn for Prevention 0fD|scr_|m|nat|pn
session of the Commission for Social Development whihd Protection of Minorities has been involved in studies
focusing in its agreed conclusions on social services for a(;ﬁrried outto agsist inthe implementation of economic,. social
stressed that “Investment in social services will contribute @10 cultural rights. These include a study on the right to
poverty eradication, peace, equity and equality, socidflequate food (recently revised and updated), impunity of
progress and cohesion, economic productivity, producti\p&rpetrators of ylolat!on_s of economic, sgmal and gultural
employment, and full participation of all people in societyi9hts, human rights indicators, human rights and income
In this respect, it is of fundamental importance thAistribution and the right to education. The Subcommission
Governments either provide social services or ensug:also reviewing the establishment of a forum on economic,
social and cultural rights. The proposed “social forum” would
meet during the annual session of the Subcommission for the

The Commission on Human Rights has taken significant
ps in recent sessions to enhance the implementation

communications to the International Covenant on Econom
Social and Cultural Rights; and (f) applying methodologic
approaches to make assessment more effective, including
development of indicators and benchmarks relevant fg
economic, social and cultural rights.

Intergovernmental bodies
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purpose of exchanging information on the enjoyment of onkeyissues the Committee must address. However, further
economic, social and cultural rights; following up on steps, such as increasing the frequency of the Committee’s
situations of poverty, including the relationship between sessions, should also be considered.

income distribution, the feminization of poverty and humag, Although the Committee on Economic, Social and

rights; and_elaboratmg on p035|b!e guidelines on violatioRsy 5 Rights maintains the central position in monitoring
of economic, social and cultural rights. the implementation of these rights, other treaty bodies can and
. do contribute to this process by paying particular attention to

Treaty bodies the economic, social and cultural rights of specific groups or
21. Between its establishmentin 1985 and January 1999 specific situations, as well as by analysing the economic,
the Committee on Eanomic, Social and Cultural Rights hassocial, and cultural aspects of the realization of other rights.
considered 155 initial and 74 periodic reports as well as 8@poperation between the treaty bodies and with the holders
global reports and has developed comprehensive guideliméspecial procedures mandates is also of great importance.
for this proces§. The Committee also explores new methoblse annual meetings of the chairpersons of the treaty bodies
of work. It carried out its first country missions focusing orand of special procedures include the implementation of
the realization of the right to adequate housing. Genermtonomic, social and cultural rights on their respective
debates involving experts, representatives of agencies agéndas. In May 1999, these meetings coincided for the first
programmes as well as special rapporteurs are now schedulete. The chairpersons strongly supported the idea of a
for each session of the Committee. These debates supportwiegkshop to elaborate on indicators and benchmarks to
Committee’s efforts to better define the content of economigjeasure the implementation of the right to education (see
social and cultural rights and elaborate more effectigara. 25 below).

methods of their implementation. The Committee’s oSl The individual communications procedure, an important
recent general debates focused on the right to education @ighhanism under some human rights treaties, is not provided
the right to food. for under the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
22. The expertise of the Committee, based upon i@ultural Rights. Although the primary purpose of this
systematic review of the implementation of the rights laigrocedure is to extend international protection to individuals,
down in the Covenant and the input from national angsuch communications usually also draw the attention of treaty
international partners, makes it a unique body both within the@dies and thus the international community to facts in a
United Nations system and the international community. Tigdven country. In the Vienna Declaration and Programme of
1995 World Summit for Social Development recognized thaction, adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights,
the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Righthe Commission on Human Rights was encouraged in
should play an important role in following those aspects ¢ooperation with the Committee on Economic, Social and
the Declaration and Programme of Action that relate tGultural Rights, to continue the examination of optional
compliance, by States Parties, with the International Covendatiotocols to the International Covenant on Economic, Social
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. However, thend Cultural Right$? After a series of debates, the Committee
impact of the Committee is to a large extent determined Ispbmitted a draft optional protocol on individual
the resources at its disposal. At its last session, tkemmunications to the Commission on Human Rights, which
Committee, referring to the substantial backlog of reportfgrwarded it to Governments for comment. To date, only a
stressed that, in the framework of existing arrangemerggall number of Governments have presented their views.
regarding its sessions, three years would be needed to cléhe acceleration of this process is essential.

it up.8 The Office of the High Commissioner has undertaken

several steps to ensure better support for the Committee, in New methodological approaches

particular under the Programme of Action to strengthenthg,  +1.o vienna Declaration and Programme of Action

implgmentation of the !nternational Covenant on E_C(momifecommended the examination of a system of indicators to
?fomal z;:nd Cu_ItuﬁraI _ﬁ:ghlt:s adopted b;r/]thebComrglttge at('J:ﬁeasure progress in the realization of the rights set forth in
! teegt S€ssIo .f E rogramme has been deS|gt:le H8 International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
provide S”Ppoft. or the reporting process and en _a,n&?ghts as an essential part of efforts towards strengthening
analytical capacities to enable the Committee to fully Ut'l'zﬁwe enjoyment of these rights. The integration of human
gvallgble information, "a's? with other relevant agencieg, hts, including economic, social and cultural rights, into the

identify and analyse emerging trends and prepare reseaé al set of Common Country Assessment indicators is an

background materials for the elaboration of policy fioss important component of the United Nations Development
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Assistance Framework (UNDAF), which will lead to practical

integration of human rights in United Nations coordinater\é s :

projects most responsive to the needs of St&gtes. The Officé’ ASSIStmg Sta_tes inthe .
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights is participating  IMmplementation of economic,
in this process. During its fifty-fifth session, the Commission  social and cultural rights

on Human Rights adopted resolution 1999/25, in which it

requested the High Commissioner to consider thgs A recent system-wide survey of United Nations
organization of a workshop to identify progressivgechnical cooperation programmes in the field of human rights
developmental benchmarks and indicators related to the righyried out by the Office of the High Commissioner shows
to education. The Office is currently organizing the workshogat economic, social and cultural rights are increasingly
and the Committee on Boomic, Social and Cultural Rights being recognized as the basis for a wide range of United
is cooperating in this activity. Other treaty bodies, specializggtions activities. The Food and Agriculture Organization
agencies and experts in the field will be requested {gthe United Nations (FAO), the United Nations Centre for
participate. Human Settlements (Habitat), the United Nations
26. At its fifty-fifth session, in the same resolution, théeducational, = Scientific and Cultural Organization
Commission on Human Rights reiterated its call upon diyNESCO), the World Health Organization (WHO) and other
States “to consider ... the desirability of drawing up nationggencies and programmes that are active in diverse areas such
action plans identifying steps to improve the situation ¢S food, housing, education, health, and culture are
human rights in general with specific benchmarks designéreasingly referring to economic, social and cultural rights
to give effect to the minimum essential levels of enjoyme@s a set of standards that determine the framework of
of economic, social and cultural rights”. The Committee o@ssistance offered to countries. This contributes to more
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights pointed out that, whil@dividual, focused and consistent orientation for technical
global benchmarks are of limited use in many areas, includiggoperation programmes, as well as facilitating inter-agency
the reduction of infant mortality, the extent of vaccination ofooperation in assistance to Member States. UNDP, in
children, the intake of calories per person, the number @poperation with the Office of the High Commissioner, has
persons per health-care provider, national or other mo#éveloped a joint programme for “Human Rights
specific benchmarks can provide a valuable indication &trengthening” (HURIST), which includes the promotion of
progress? To avoid an unacceptable flékipin construing @ human rights approach to sustainable human development,
State party’'s commitments, the Committee combined this idémparticular in the following areas: eradication of poverty,
with a concept of a common minimum core of obligationgender, environment, water and sustainable livelihoods;
under the International Covenant ondbomic, Social and promotion of the ratification of core human rights
Cultural Rightst* To explore further the application ofnstruments; advancing the global dialogue on the impact of
benchmarks in the area of economic, social and cultur@pbalization on the enjoyment of human rights; and
rights, the Office of the High Commissioner organized @ssistance to countries that wish to develop their capacity to
round table in Marchi 998, which bought together leading Promote human rights.

academics and prétioners and was attended by a larggg.  The Office of the High Commissioner is carrying out
number of representatives of Governments and nog-special project to integrate economic, social and cultural
governmental organizations. The work on benchmarks dgts into all aspects of technical cooperation practices and
continuing, involving,inter alia, their applicability at the procedures, as was recommended by the Committee on
regional and subregional levels. Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. In Mard998, the

27. Non-governmental organizations and wider civil societynplementation of the project was reviewed by a technical
are increasingly involved in monitoring social andaomic working group of experts, which proposéaker alia, that the
developments as well. The academic community has assises@gramme include training and other educational/
the United Nations human rights machinery by, among othgg@nsitization initiatives for “non-traditional” target audiences,
things, developing two sets of guidelines known as ttich as government officials involved in the provision of
“Limburg Principles on the Implementation of thebasic services (e.g. water and education) and the setting of
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultur@enchmarks relating to the percentage of resources which are
Rights” (1986), elaborated in 1997 in the MaastricHo be devoted to economic, social and cultural rights.
guidelines on violations of economic, social and culturdmplementation of these recommendations is an ongoing task
rights. of the Office of the High Commissioner. Training
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programmes to develop in-house expertise in incorporating 32. On the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the
economic, social and cultural rights in technical cooperation Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Office of the
projects are to be carried out throughd®99 and 2000. The High Commissioneitisted the Assisting Communities

Office of the High Commissioner is also including economic, Together Project (ACT), which was implemented jointly by
social and cultural rights in manuals and methodological the Office of the High CommissionelJidbd and
materials for its technical cooperation programmes and field supported by Governments. In the framework of this project,
activities. For example, guidelines for interviews recently micro-grants have been offered to local human rights
prepared for the Kosovo emergency operation and shared with  initiatives. Many of these pnojebts the domain of

the partners involved in the field refer to both economic, oreanic, social and cultural rights. The encouraging results
social and cultural and civil and political rights. from initiatives supported during the first phase of the ACT
o oject has led to the continuation of the project with the

30. Independent national human rights institutions, acti X . )
support of the United Nations Fund for International

in accordance with thel991 Paris Principles, play an g
important role in the realization of economic, social angartnerships.
cultural rights at the national level, as was stressed by the
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in its ST :
General Comment No. 10 (1998). The Coitte® pointed out V. Bu"dmg partnershlps
that such institutions were in many cases alreagyertaking
educational and information programmes, scrutinizing
existing laws, identifying national level benchmarks33. Followingthe commitments made under the Charter of
conducting research and inquiries, monitoring compliantke United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human
with human rights standards and examining complaints ab@Rithts provided the foundation for international cooperation
their violations. The Office of the High Commissioner accordf®r human rights by stating in article 28 that “Everyone is
priority to the establishment and strengthening of nationahtitled to a social and international order in which the rights
institutions in all regions. A handbook on economic and sociahd freedoms set forth in this Declaration can be fully
rights for national human rights commissions is undeealized”. Both the International Covenant on Economic,
preparation to assist in integrating economic, social a8bcial and Cultural Rights and the Declaration on the Right
cultural rights into their activities and programmes. Ito Development reaffirmed this principle.

addition, the Office is also organizing and co-sponsoring&. At world conferences and summits held during the

number of regionally based training initiatives on economh'j,ggOS’ the international community reiterated its will to

social apd cgltur_al T'ghts fogusmg spec,ﬂcal}y on natlona evelop cooperation in the field of human rights. While each
human rights institutions. At its last meeting, in Apt®99, . - : o

s : . ., =’ State has primary responsibility for ensuring the realization

the Coordinating Committee of National Institutions . ; . :

. 2 -of all human rights at the national level, the international

discussednter alia, issues of poverty, homelessness and its

consequences, mental illness, indigas rights, and policies community should respond to the needs of States for
q ' ’ ges rignts, P assistance. The 1993 World Conference on Human Rights
necessary to ensure equal opportunity for women.

stressed this in part | of the Vienna Declaration and
31. The third annual Meeting of the Asia-Pacific Forum foProgramme of Action, by stating that enhancement of
National Human Rights Institutions (Septemb&B98, international cooperation in the field of human rights is
Indonesia) considered the effects of the recent economic crisisential for the full achievement of the purposes of the
on economic, social and cultural rights and called on alnited Nations. In commitment No. 1 of the 1995
Governments to give explicit effect to their commitment t€openhagen Declaration adopted by the World Summit for
the indivisibility of human rights, including their input into Social Development, Governments pledged cooperative
the policies and actions of international financial institutionsfforts to create an environment of policy, law and
and of international and regional economic forums such as théministration which would enable the realization of all
World Trade Organization and the Asia-Pacific Economiguman rights. The final documents of world conferences and
Cooperation Council. A workshop held in Ma999 inthe summits also provide important guidance for the
Philippines, co-sponsored by the Office of the Highmplementation of economic, cultural and social rights. The
Commissioner, discussed problems connected wittamework for the coordinated follow-up to the world
integrating economic, social and cultural rights into the woréonferences and summits, developed under the authority of
of national human rights commissions. the Economic and Social Council provides an operational tool
for further integrating these rights in United Nations system-

International cooperation
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wide activities. It is vital that the review of the Corittee emphasized that povertyis a denial of choices and

implementation of the recommendations adopted by the opportunities, as well as a violation of humanUiDRy.

United Nations world conferences and summits is also used the World Bank, the United Nations Conference on Trade and

to focus on the policies and programmes developed to give Development, UNICEF and other agencies and programmes

effect to economic, social and cultural rights. have developed programmes for its elimination. The

independent expert on extreme poverty in submitting her first

Integrating economic, social and cultural rights  report to the fifty-fifth session of the Commission on Human
throughout the United Nations system Rights, recommendedhter alia, the adoption of domestic

legislation for guaranteed minimum income and the

35. ) The Secretary-GeneraI s reform programme V.Vhlc Isbursement of 0.7 per cent of national budgets to official
reaffirmed human rights as a cross-cutting issue within th .
ﬁvelopment assistance.

United Nations system has contributed to enhanced efforts’i
the area of economic, social and cultural rights. By placirig8. The United Nations Development Group, as the main
human rights on the agenda of all of the most importakinited Nations policy and coordination structure in the field
management structures of the United Nations, the entédevelopment, has become one of the major platforms for
system is now better able to provide substantive supportppomoting the implementation of economic, social and
their implementation. Economic and Social Council agreetiitural rights. The Office of the High Commissioner chairs
conclusion 1998/2 highlighted the needs for inter-agentiye Development Group’s ad hoc group on the right to
cooperation to promote economic, social and cultural righdevelopment, which isinter alia, elaborating a United
The reports of the Secretary-General to the substantiMations approach for enhancing the human rights dimension
sessions of the Council ih998 and 1999 concerning thein development activities and a training programme for
implementation of the Vienna Declaration and Programménited Nations staff on the right to development and its
of Action and the Council’s agreed conclusions presentimplications for sustainable development. The United Nations
review of this proces® Development Assistance Framework, which has been

36. The rights-based approach, as expressed in Fleesignedto provide the format for continuing United Nations

; . - . _teamwork in responding to the development priorities of
Declaration on the Right to Development, is increasing o : ) . - N L
. : S . ecific countries, will play an essential role in identifying
looked to as the basis upon which an enabling internation . . ; . .
. . : . needs regarding the implementation of economic, social and
environment can be assured. United Nations agencies an . - .
. . : . cultural rights and providing coordinated response to them.
programmes are recognizing that international human rights . . : -
: . ) N : - “10 support this process, the Office of the High Commissioner
standards provide precise and firm criteria for policy-makin

and action, based on the recognition of the entitlementslgarlS prepared the human rights portion of the draft

rights-holders and the corresponding accountability Ofdut,Ygdmlnlstratlve Committee on Coordination guidelines for

bearers. It is a widely shared view that a rights-basegSldent coordinators.

approach applied to the development area ensu@@® In 1998, two important documents integrating human
sustainability, as well as equitable participation in andghts in the development area were published. UNDP issued
enjoyment of development. For instance, in the debate on thgolicy paper “Integrating human rights with sustainable
recent eonomic crisis, it was often noted that negativlluman development” and the World Bank published
consequences of the crisis on people could have be&evelopment and human rights: the role of the World Bank”.
reduced, if not avoided, had a human rights approach beBoth documents deal with the human rights dimension of the
fully considered at the time. The Office of the Highactivities of the respective organizations, in particular in the
Commissioner is committed to working closely with al|areas of poverty, human resources, governance, and the rule
partners to provide substantive input to the integration of law. The intensive contacts between the two institutions
human rights into socio-economic policies and actions. and the Office of the High Commissioner, which followed,

37. The issue of fundamental importanaater alia, for indicate that an integrated approach to human rights and

: . : . ... economic and social development is becoming a reality.
economic, social and cultural rights is the eradication %f P 9 Y

: goperation between the Office of the High Commissioner

poverty. The agreed conclusions adopted by the Economic S

. o . . . and UNDP has led to the signing of a memudam of

and Social Council in996 provided guidance to system-wide -

: ; o . ... understanding in 1998 (see also para. 28 above). gébent

anti-poverty efforts? In 1998, the Administrative Committee . L S

2 . annual evaluation of its implementation indicates that

on Coordination adopted the statement of commitment for : .

. . . . . Important progress has been achieved by both partners in
action to eradicate poverty as a key international commltmetrp1eir cooperative efforts in the area of human riahts and

and a central objective of the United Nations system. The P 9

10
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sustainable development. In DecemhE$98, the High ProgrammENDP is alsomvolved in this area in the context
Commissioner visited the World Bank to discuss modalities  of national capacity-buffding.

of cooperation. Representatives of the World Bank participate

in the work of the Commission on Human Rights and some  Regional cooperation

of its working groups, as well as maintain working relationi3

. ; ) o A number of examples illustrate the extensive efforts
with the Office of the High Commissioner. P

which have been made to promote and protect economic,
40. Within the framework of implementing thesocial and cultural rights at the regional level. This can be
recommendations of the World Food Summit, which was hes&en in the system for the protection of these rights under the
in Rome on 15 November 1996, the Office of the HiglEuropean Social Charter, which has also adopted a system for
Commissioner has cooperated with FAO and the World Foedllective complaints. An Additional Protocol to the
Programme, as well as non-governmental organizations amgherican Convention on Human Rights (“Protocol of San
experts on the determination of the content of the right to fo®hlvador”) lays down all the fundamental economic, social
and the implementation of this right. An expert consultatioand cultural rights. By virtue of that Protocol, the right to
was organized by the Office of the High Commissioner angtganize trade unions and the right to education are subject
FAO to discuss the core content of the right to fooeb individual petitions. While adopting the African Charter
(November 1998, Rome). FAO has also issued publicatioos Human and Peoples’ Rights, the Organization of African
focusing on this right. The Office of the High CommissioneUnity integrated economic, social and cultural rights into one
hosted a meeting of the Administrative Committee odocument with civil and political rights. Th&#990 Cairo
Coordination Subcommittee on Nitton in Geneva in April Declaration on Human Rights in Islam also combines
1999 and, in cooperation with the subcommittee, organizegferences to both categories of rights.

a symposium on “The substance and politics of a human rig'}ﬁ, Regional, subregional and national human rights

approach to food and nutrition policies and programntés activities are essential because they draw upon the

41. InMarch 1999, an expert group meeting on practicahderstanding of people on the ground regarding priority
aspects of the human right to adequate housing was joinidgues to be addressed and how they may be tackled. Regional
organized by Habitat and the Office of the Higlcooperation should also help to fill the capacity gap caused
Commissioner in Geneva. The participants identified arebg the growing interest of countries in international assistance
which require an urgent attention of the internationalnd the limited resources of individual institutions, including
community and recommendddter alia, the appointment of the Office of the High Commissioner, to respond to this

a Special Rapporteur on housing rights and the adoptioninferest. While further developing close cooperation with
comprehensive human rights guidelines on developmenggional human rights organizations, the Office intends,
based displacement. Treaty bodies such as the Gtie®on therefore, to intensify its programme of cooperation at the
the Elimination of Racial Discrimination and the Committeeegional and subregional level, a significant portion of which
on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women wergvill focus on economic, social and cultural rights. The
encouraged to draft new general recommendations deal@gerience in the Southern African Development Community
with housing rights. It was also agreed that Habitat and thegion and with the Asia-Pacific regional workshops, in
Office of the High Commissioner will develop a pilotparticular the 1998 Tehran and 1999 New Delhi meetings,
programme on the right to housing within one of the existinigave clearly demonstrated that this approach can enhance the
human rights field presences. effectiveness of United Nations efforts to promote and protect

42. Cooperation between the Joint United Natiorﬂ*'man rights and ensure.more ef!‘icient ut?lization of availgble
Programme on HIV/AIDS and the Office of the High.res.ources. Inquiries ar_1d |nformat|on coming from all regions
Commissioner in health aspects of development has includ8gicate greatinterestin this type of regional and subregional
dissemination of the International Guidelines on HIV/AIDSO0Reration.

and Human Rights; review and reform of criminal laws and5.  The seventh Asia-Pacific Workshop for the Promotion
correctional systems from the point of view of the protectioand Protection of Human Rights, which was held in New
of the rights of people affected by HIV/AIDS, carried out byDelhi in February 1999, was attended by representatives of
UNDP and the Office for Drug Control and Crime Preventiorg0 countries from the region and organized by the Office of
and the integration of the International Guidelines into thae High Commissioner in cooperation with the Government
policies and activities of the United Nations bodies angf India. The Workshop identified four key areas for the
programmes. Inter-agency cooperation and coordinationggomotion and protection of human rights in this region,
ongoingunder the leadership of the Joint United Nationwhich include: (a) the development of national plans of action

11
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for the promotion and protection of human rights and the its goals is to develop tools and resources to monitor such
strengthening of national capacities; (b) human rights violations. The project will make extensive use of the Internet
education; (c) national institutions for the promotion and to provide training and technical assistance.

protection of human rights; and (d) strategies for the

realization of the right to development and economic, social ~ Cooperation with the corporate sector

and cultural rights. The meeting held a discussion
economic, social and cultural rights and subseque
recommended that the inter-sessional workshop on the ri

n%rb. It is increasingly clear that many business decisions can
ofoundly affect the dignity and rights of individuals and
t o . -
: . . tommunities. While global free trade and competition have
to development and economic, social and cultural rights : : S
. : . o €nabled some countries to make dramatic gains in total
should focus, inter alia, on developing quantifiable . .
; o S national wealth, some others are becoming poorer or are
benchmarks; identifying obstacles to the realization of thes§ - . :
. ) . : . _Struggling just to make modest gains. Of growing concern
rights; and proposing relevant actions to strengthen natlona\; ; . ; . :
capacities for the promotion and protection of these rights.. hin countries, developed and developing alike, is the
P P P 9 Wwidening gap between the rich and poor, even as total wealth
increases. The causes of these developments are complex and
varied, but they must be addressed. Business is at the heart
46. Although international non-governmental organizations obtigoing globalization process and it is in its interest
(NGOs) often focus on civil and political rights, in recent that the aforementioned problems be dealt with in a way
years NGOs have also taken an advocacy role in advancing which shows to the indiitizieialaf each country that the
the promotion and protection of economic, social and cultural community has a place for all — thadahfental human
rights. NGOs such as OXFAM, the Centre for Economic and rights are respected. Fortunately, many corporate leaders are
Social Rights, the Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions recognizing that the long-term viability of their corporate
and Food First International Action Network are only activities and the future protection of shareholder value
examples of the prominent organizations that have developed depends on stability of a political environment governed by
considerable expertise in this area. It is encouraging that an the rule of law based on human rights.
increasing number of local NGOs are also concentrating 89
economic, social and cultural rights. '

Cooperation with civil society

It was against this background that the Secretary-
General, Kofi Annan, proposed to world business leaders

47. The Vienna plus five global NGO forum on human assembled at the meeting of the World Economic Forum, in
rights discussed at length problems relating to economic, Davos, Switzerland, last January, a “Global Compact” of
social and cultural rights and formulated a number of shared values and principles, to give a human face to the
recommendations. The forum stressed that these rights are not  global market. He called on business leaders, through
merely aspirational goals but have the same status, individual firms and through business associations, to
importance and significance for human dignity, development embrace and support a set of core values in the areas of
and well being as civil and political rights. The negative human rights, labour standards and the environment. With
impact of globalization on economic, social and cultural regard to human rights in particular, the Secretary-General
rights and the need for responses to this process was asked the business community to support and respect the
particularly stressed. protection of international human rights within their sphere

48. InFebruary 1999, the Office of the High Commissioneqf inﬂugncg and to mgke sure their own corporations are not

and the International Court of Justice organized aworksh88mIOIICIt in human rights abuses.

on the draft optional protocol to the International Covenant 52. The immediate goal of the “Global Compact” is to

on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. More than 60 incorporate universal values into the mission statements of
representatives of permanent missions to the United Nations the business community; to change management practices to
in Geneva participated in an informal discussion. implement these values; and to share learning experiences.

49. The science and human rights programme of tH’@e Secretary-General has asked the three United Nations

American Association for the Advancement of Scienc%genc,ies, directly i.nvolved., the International Labour
(AAAS) and Human Rights Information and Documentatioﬁ)rgan'zat'qn' the Umtgd Nat|onler?V|ronment Programme
Systems International (HURIDOCS) have undertaken athreaend,thebOf,fICe of.thehl_—hgh Comm|ssd|onefr, t,?_ stand r;aldy to
year project on monitoring serious violations of economié’]‘,SSISt uslngss In td's rhespect. alm to facliitate ada ogbue
social and cultural rights, as laid down in the Internation&etWeen usiness and other social groups. A growing number

Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. Amorfg business assoc[anons, segtqrs and individual enterprlses
are already creating or revising statements of business

12
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principles and codes of conduct and undertaking industry-  Equallyimportant, their implementation must be understood
specific initiatives to enhance awareness of these issues and  as an essential part of building a national economic and social
to monitor compliance with specific standards. These order based on human security, freedom and equality.

initiatives are encouraging examples of what can be don%‘G. Economic, social and cultural rights are legally binding

53. The Office of the High Commissioner is focusing ona commitments entered into by Governments, and the United
follow-up to the Secretary-General’s initiative in two areas. Nations is increasingly ready to assist national efforts aimed
Firstly, the Office is establishing cooperative relationships  atfulfilling these obligations. The United Nations today not
with business associations such as Business for Social onlyundertakes the important work of following human rights
Responsibility, the Prince of Wales Business Leaders Forum, policies and practices at the national level but also provides
the World Business Council for Sustainable Development and  practical support to Governments aimed at building national
others to encourage corporate initiatives. The Office is also @& implement economic, social and cultural rights.
involving trade unions and NGOs in this activity. Secondly, Itis evident that such assistance must increasingly focus on
while bearing in mind that it is Governments which are helping Governments make informed policy and budgetary
primarily responsible for the protection of human rights, the  decisions, which can enhance the enjoyment of these rights.
Office is exploring the question of international accountability This requires involvement of both human rights and
for alleged corporate violations of human rights. The High development programmes of the United Nations.

Commissioner has asked the six human rights treaty bod Yet, despite the best efforts of States and the assistance

and the special rapporteurs and_W(_)rking groups to study hBW(.)vided by the United Nations human rights machinery,
they could best promote within their mandates Su%\sting progress in implementing economic, social and

accountability. cultural rights will not be possible without wider international
54. The Commission on Human Rights and its cooperation. The Charter of the United Nations established
Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and the fundamental principle of joint action to ensure respect for
Protection of Minorities are also involved in discussing this  human rights. Today our challenge is to develop and support
issue. In its resolution 1998/8, the Subcommission decidathoviative approaches thuigh which such cooperation can
to establish, for a three-year period, a sessional working bring tangible results. This will require the commitment and
group with a mandate to examine the effects of the working resources of all partners — Governments, international
methods and activities of transnational corporations on the organizations, civil society and the corporate sector.

enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights and the rigggl The United Nations should take the lead in developing

to oLeveIopment, ZS yvell as (;]',V'I and pollt_:%al ”ghltf’ and Rirther action for the greater realization of economic, social
make recommendations in this respect. The working group, - o,j¢ra rights. Realistic but ambitious goals to be

wil rr_1eet fqr the first time glunng_the Subcommission’s 1999 chieved in a reasonable time-frame need to be identified. The
session. It is to be noted, |n.part|cular, that, at the most receﬁtopenhagen+5" review of the implementation of
session ,Of the. International Labour anference, t}}‘t:-‘:'commendations made by the 1995 World Social Summit,
Convention against the Worst Forms of Child Labour Wa%s well as the coordinated follow-up to United Nations world
adopted. conferences and summits, could provide a framework for
setting goals, otlining new approaches and developing
supportive partnerships. The Economic and Social Council
could play an important role in this endeavour. The Office of

] ] ) ) _the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
55.  Making economic, social and cultural rights a reality;j| continue its efforts to contribute to real progress in the

remains a formidable challenge. This report has attempteqﬁ?plementation of economic, social and cultural rights.
highlight developments at the international level. Although

the examples discussed in the report provide reason to believe

that we are on the right track in establishing and strengtheniNgtes

the mechanisms to promote and protect economic, social and

cultural rights, it is unfortunately also the case that we are far * see E/C.12/1999/4 and 5. In its general comments, the
from the point at which the results of these efforts are widely =~ Committee also clarified the content of the right to adequate
seen through improvements in the lives of people. At the ~ housing (No. 4); the right to adequate housing in the context
dawn of a new century, violations of economic, social and of forced evictions (No. 7); economic, social and cultural

) L rights of persons with disabilities and of older persons
cultural rights must be seen as an affront to human dignity.  (Nos. 5 and 6 respectively). The Committee also

VI. Conclusions
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commentedinter alia, on the nature of States parties
obligations (No. 3) and the domestic application of the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights (No. 9).

See General Comment No. 6 of the Human Rights
Committee Official Records of the General Assembly,
Thirty-seventh Session, Supplement No(A/37/40),
annex V.

General Comment No. 1 (1989) of the Committee on
Economic, Social and Cultural Right®fficial Records of

the Economic and Social Council, 1989, Supplement No. 4
(E/1989/22), annekI.

Official Records of the Economic and Social Council,
1999, Supplement No.(&/1999/26), chap. I.D, annex.

E/CN.4/1999/49.
E/C.12/1991/1.

In April 1995, some Committee members visited Panama,
and in September 1997, some members visited the
Dominican Republic.

E/1999/L.19, para. 3.
E/1997/22, chap. VII.

Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action,
A/ICONF.157/24 (Part Il), para. 75.

Ibid., para. 98.
Ibid., paras. 40-41.

General Comment No. 1 (1989) of the Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Right®fficial Records of

the Economic and Social Council, 1989, Supplement No. 4
(E/1989/22), annekl, para. 6.

General Comment No. 3 (1990) of the Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Right®fficial Records of

the Economic and Social Council, 1991, Supplement No. 3
(E/1991/23), annekl, para. 10.

Official Records of the EBnomic and Soccial Council, 1995,
Supplement No. gE/1995/22).

See the reports entitled “Coordination of the policies and
activities of the specialized agencies and other bodies of the
United Nations system related to the coordinated follow-up
to and implementation of the Vienna Declaration and
Programme of Action” (E/1998/60) and “Implementation of
agreed conclusions 1998/2 of the Economic and Social
Council on the coordinated follow-up to and implementation
of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action”
(E/1999/83).

Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-first
Session, Supplement No(&/51/3/Rev.1), chap. I, para.
2, agreed conclusions 1996/1.

E/CN.4/1999/48.
E/C.12/1999/5.
Ibid., para. 14.

See also the report of the Secretary-General submitted to the
Commission on Human Rights (E/CN.4/1999/76).



