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| nt roduction

1. In its decision 1998/115 of 26 August 1998 the Sub-Commi ssion on

Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities, having discussed
the question of the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
Ri ghts and the encouragenent of acceptance of human rights instrunents,
requested M. Vladimr Kartashkin to prepare, w thout financial inplications,
a wor ki ng paper on ways in which the Sub-Conm ssion could exam ne the
observance of the human rights and fundamental freedons contained in the
Uni versal Declaration of Human Rights by States not parties to United Nations
human rights conventions and to submit it at the fifty-first session of the
Sub- Commi ssion. The Sub- Commi ssion al so decided to anmend the title of the
sub-itementitled “Encouragement of universal acceptance of human rights
i nstruments” by adding the words “and observance of the human rights and
fundamental freedons contained in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts by
States which are not parties to United Nations human rights conventions”,
and to nmake this an annual sub-item of the agenda.
2. The historic commenoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the Universa
Decl arati on of Human Ri ghts has shown that States must redouble their efforts
to inplenment all the articles of this nost inportant international instrunment
infull. 1t is thus entirely appropriate that the Secretary-General and the
United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights should in January 1999 have
| aunched an appeal to all Governments to sign and ratify, within the next
five years, the two International Covenants on Human Ri ghts and at |east the
four principal conventions obliging States to observe the fundanmental rights
and freedons proclained in the Universal Declaration
3. It will be necessary, in this connection, to exanmne briefly the | ega
force of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts; the obligations of States
arising fromthe Charter of the United Nations and fromthe Universa
Decl arati on of Human Rights; ways and neans of encouragi ng acceptance of human
rights instrunents; and machinery to encourage States to observe the human
rights and fundamental freedons contained in the Universal Declaration and to
ratify the principal United Nations human rights conventions.

I. LEGAL FORCE OF THE UNI VERSAL DECLARATI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS
4, The Uni versal Declaration, adopted by the CGeneral Assenbly of the
United Nations on 10 Decenber 1948, heral ded a new era in the devel opment of

rel ati ons anong States. It was the first instrunment in the world to set forth
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alist of civil, political, econom c, social and cultural rights “as a common
standard of achievenent for all peoples and all nations”. The Universa

Decl arati on was adopted as a resolution of the CGeneral Assenbly, which under
the Charter of the United Nations has the nature of a reconmendati on.

However, when considering the legal force of its provisions, it nmust be borne
in mnd that, together with treaties, a significant role in standard-setting
in international lawis played by custom which is fornmed as a result of the
i nternational practice of States and gradually becones accepted by themas a
bi nding I egal norm The 50 years since the adoption of the Universa

Decl arati on have seen the adoption of many international human rights

i nstruments devel oping the principles and nornms contained in the Declaration
and these have gai ned universal acceptance. Thus, the rights and freedons
proclaimed in the Universal Declaration are now recogni zed by those taking
part in international relations as legally binding customary or treaty norns.
5. Today, the Universal Declaration is one of the main sources of |aw and
serves as a nodel that is widely enployed by many countries for the

el aboration of individual provisions of their constitutions and various |aws
and instrunments relating to human rights. As enphasized by one study,

“no fewer than 90 national constitutions drawn up since 1948 contain
statements of fundanmental rights which, where they do not faithfully reproduce
the provisions of the Universal Declaration, are at least inspired by it”. !
The overwhel ming majority of the customary nornms of international |aw
contained in the Declaration have now become “jus cogens”.

6. The generally recogni zed nature of the principles and nornms enbodied in
the Uni versal Declaration is sonetines challenged, by naking reference to

hi storical, cultural and religious differences in the devel opnent of States.
Such argunents are occasionally advanced by States not w shing to recognize
fundamental rights and freedons for their citizens. By declaring these
rights to be the product of the devel opment of Western civilization, they
consequently deny the contribution of all the world's religions and cultures
to this process. The rights and freedons enbodied in the Universa

Decl aration, such as the right to life, liberty and security of person, the
prohi bition of slavery and torture, the right to freedom of novenent, the
right to own property, freedom of thought, conscience and religion, the right
to freedom of opinion and expression, the right to take part in the government

of the State, the right to work and the right to a decent standard of |iving,
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surely cannot be the product of the devel opment of any single culture or
religion. The fundanental rights and freedons set forth in the Universa

Decl aration and in nmany international conventions quite clearly energed and
were accepted by the international community as a result of the contribution
of nost countries of the world, and of various cultures and religions.

7. Al the rights enbodied in the Declaration are universal, indivisible,

i nterdependent and interrelated. This applies to civil and political as well
as to economc, social and cultural rights. It is, of course, inpossible to
deny the significance of the national, historical, cultural, religious and
other particularities of the devel opment of individual countries. However,
they are all bound to observe fundanental human rights and freedonms. This
understanding was reflected in the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action
adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights, held in Vienna in 1993, which
states: “The international conmunity nust treat human rights globally in a
fair and equal manner, on the same footing, and with the same enphasis. VWhile
the significance of national and regional particularities and various

hi storical, cultural and religious backgrounds nmust be borne in mnd, it is
the duty of States, regardless of their political, econom c and cultura

systems, to pronote and protect all human rights and fundanmental freedons”

(author's enphasis). This universal duty stens primarily fromthe Charter of
the United Nations and fromthe Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts.

I'1. OBLIGATI ONS OF STATES ARI SI NG FROM THE CHARTER OF THE
UNI TED NATI ONS AND FROM THE UNI VERSAL DECLARATI ON OF
HUMAN RI GHTS

8. The Charter of the United Nations, as a fundanental internationa
treaty, contains principles and norns which are binding for all States of the
world. The Charter was drafted and adopted after a conplex diplomatic
struggl e and search for conmprom se solutions and a mutual ly acceptabl e
formul ati on. The del egati ons of sone countries insisted on the listing of a
range of fundanmental human rights and freedons in this docunment. However,
nmost of the founders of the United Nations felt that a |ist of such rights,
whi ch woul d be binding for all Menber States, should be drawn up |ater and
included in a separate docunment. As a result of the conprom se reached,
Article 1, paragraph 3, of the Charter of the United Nations defines one of
the Organi zation's purposes as being “to achieve international cooperation in

solving international problenms of an economc, social, cultural, or
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humani tari an character, and in pronoting and encouragi ng respect for human
rights and for fundanental freedons for all w thout distinction as to race,
sex, |language, or religion”. However, the Charter does nore than sinply refer
to the pronotion and encouragement of respect for human rights and fundanenta
freedons. It nakes it the duty of States to pronote “uni versal respect for
and observance of, human rights and fundanental freedons for all w thout
distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion” (Art. 55 (c)). Al Menber
States pl edged thensel ves to take joint and separate action in cooperation
with the Organization for the achievenment of that purpose (Art. 56).

9. It is now generally recognized that the provisions of the Charter of the
United Nations are binding for all States of the world. Mreover, the
principle of respect for human rights, as laid down in this universa
international treaty, nmeans that States have a duty to ensure fundanenta
rights and freedons for all people within their borders and under their
jurisdiction, without discrimnation of any kind. ?2

10. Once they had adopted the Charter of the United Nations, the Menber
States proceeded to draft the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts.

Fol | owi ng | engthy and detail ed discussion it was adopted by the Menmber States.
Mor eover, not a single State voted agai nst the adoption of the Declaration

11. Article 1 of this instrument recognizes the natural character of human

rights and proclainms that “all human beings are born free and equal in dignity
and rights”. They are equal fromthe nonment of birth, and thereafter the
situation of the individual in society and the concrete realization of rights
and freedons greatly depend on his abilities and work and on the particul ar
soci o-econom ¢ policy pursued by the State.

12. Natural rights and freedonms nust be granted to every individual

regardl ess of where and in what State he lives. They cannot be defined
exclusively by the State. A specific list of these rights was incorporated
into the Universal Declaration and then devel oped in the Internationa
Covenants on Human Rights. As a result of the customary and treaty practice
of States they have becone binding for all countries of the world, and every
State nust incorporate these rights into its |egislation

13. What fundamental human rights and freedons enbodied in the Declaration
have been reaffirnmed in the human rights conventi ons adopted by the

United Nations? These rights may be divided into three categories:
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(a) Civil rights: the right to life, liberty and security of person
the prohibition of all forms of slavery; the prohibition of torture; rights
relating to the adm nistration of justice; the prohibition of arbitrary
interference with a person's privacy, famly, honme or correspondence, or
attacks upon his honour and reputation; the right to freedom of novenent and
residence, including the right to | eave any country and to return to one's own
country; the right to political asylum the right to a nationality; rights
relating to marriage and the founding of a famly; the right to freedom of
t hought, conscience and religion; the right to freedom of opinion and
expression; and the right to freedom of peaceful assenmbly and of association

(b) Political rights: the right of everyone to take part in the
government of his country, directly or through freely chosen representatives;
the right of everyone to equal access to public service in his country; and
the right of everyone to take part in periodic and genui ne el ections which
shall be by universal and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or
by equi val ent free voting procedures;

(c) Econom ¢, social and cultural rights: the right of everyone to
wor k, including free choice of enployment, just and favourable conditions of
wor k and protection agai nst unenpl oynent; the right to equal pay for equa
wor k; the right of everyone who works to just and favourabl e renuneration
ensuring an exi stence worthy of human dignity; the right of everyone to rest
and leisure, including reasonable Iimtation of working hours and periodic
holidays with pay; the right of everyone to an adequate standard of |iving;
the right of everyone to social security; the right of everyone to form and
join trade unions for the protection of his interests; the right of everyone
to education; and the right of everyone freely to participate in the cultura
life of a country, to enjoy the benefits of scientific advancenent and
protection of his noral and material interests resulting fromscientific,
literary or artistic production.

14. The process of universalization of human rights, begun with the Charter
of the United Nations and continued with the Universal Declaration, has led to
radi cal changes in international |law. As declared by the States participating
in the 1991 Mbscow Meeting of the Conference on the Human Di nension of the
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE), human rights are

“of direct and legitimte concern to all participating States and do not

bel ong exclusively to the internal affairs of the State concerned”. 3
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15. The bounds of States' domestic jurisdiction do not remain unchanged;
they are historically nobile. States thenselves define such limtations by
maki ng particular issues of inter-State relations subject to internationa

| egal regulation. Thus, after the adoption and ratification of the Universa
Decl arati on, the Covenants and other international human rights instrunments by
the overwhelming majority of States Menbers of the United Nations, it can no

| onger be held that human rights belong within the internal conpetence of
States. Preventing violations of human rights, whether massive and systematic
or individual, is the concern of the international conmunity as a whole.

16. Today, the norns of international |law not only oblige States to ensure

t he fundanental rights and freedonms reaffirmed in international instrunents,
but also entitle the individual to call upon the State to fulfil its

i nternational obligations. Indeed, such clainms may be the subject not only of
domestic but also of international proceedings, for which provision is made
both at the universal |evel (Human Rights Committee, Conmittee agai nst
Torture, etc.) and in regional foruns (European Court of Human Rights, etc.).
Mor eover, various principal and subsidiary organs of the United Nations,

i ncl udi ng the Sub-Comm ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of
Mnorities, in their nmeetings regularly consider both massive and individua

vi ol ati ons of fundanental human rights and freedons. All of this denonstrates
that human rights have becone a matter of international |egal regulation and

i nternational protection, and the individual is considered to be a subject of
international law with a clearly defined | egal personality.

[11.  WAYS AND MEANS OF ENCOURAG NG ACCEPTANCE OF
HUMAN RI GHTS | NSTRUMENTS

17. Today, as already indicated, the overwhelm ng majority of States

have becone parties to international human rights instrunents.

By 22 February 1999, 141 States had acceded to the International Covenant on
Econom ¢, Social and Cultural Rights, and 144 to the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights. A total of 153 States had become parties to the

I nternational Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of Racia

Di scrimnation, and 112 to the Convention against Torture and O her Cruel

I nhuman or Degradi ng Treatnent or Punishment. Only the Convention on the

Ri ghts of the Child has been signed and ratified by virtually all countries of
the world. These figures denmonstrate that quite a nunmber of States have not

yet ratified the principal international human rights instrunments and thus
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have not come under the supervision of United Nations treaty bodies. This
situation cannot be regarded as nornmal, since all States have concrete
obligations to observe specific human rights and fundanmental freedons.

18. The Sub- Commi ssion has for a nunber of years been considering

the question of encouragi ng universal acceptance of human rights

instruments. At its thirty-second session, the Sub-Commi ssion adopted
resolution 1 B (XXXIl1) of 5 September 1979 by which it decided to establish
each year a sessional working group composed of five of its nenbers
representing vari ous geographical regions of the world to consi der ways and
means of encouraging States to ratify international human rights instrunments.
That resolution listed the follow ng instrunents: the International Covenant
on Economi c, Social and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on Ci vi
and Political Rights, the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, the International Convention on the Elimnation of
All Forms of Racial Discrimnation, the Convention on the Prevention and

Puni shment of the Crine of Genocide, the International Convention on the
Suppressi on and Puni shnent of the Crinme of Apartheid, the Slavery Convention
the Protocol anending the Sl avery Convention signed at Geneva on

25 Septenber 1926, the Supplenmentary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery,
the Slave Trade and the Institutions and Practices simlar to Slavery, and
such other instruments as mght be designated in the future by the

Sub- Commi ssion. At its thirty-third session in 1980 the Sub- Comm ssion
decided to add the following instruments to that list: the Internationa
Convention agai nst the Taking of Hostages of 1979 and the Convention on the
Eli m nation of Al Fornms of Discrimnation agai nst Wonen of 1979. 1In 1982 the
list was further expanded to include the Convention for the Suppression of the
Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Qhers

( Sub- Commi ssi on resol ution 1982/ 3 of 7 Septenber 1982).

19. In the above-nmentioned resolution 1 B (XXXI1), the Sub-Comr ssion
requested the Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations, well before its annua
sessions, to wite to States which had not yet acceded to the instrunments

i ndi cated, requesting themto provide information about any circunstances

i npeding ratification of the international instrunents and any particul ar
difficulties in respect of which the United Nations could offer assistance.
The resolution invited the sessional working group of the Sub-Comm ssion to

examne the replies received from States and, if necessary, to invite their
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representatives for discussions with a viewto providing further information;
and to consider, in appropriate cases, what essential assistance could be
provided to States by the United Nations to help themratify the human rights
i nstruments as speedily as possible. The Sub-Comm ssion decided to consider
the report of the sessional working group at its sessions each year

20. At a nunber of its annual sessions the working group exam ned

replies received from States, heard clarifications fromtheir

representatives and di scussed vari ous procedural issues relating to its

work (see E/CN. 4/ Sub.2/1982/1/Add. 1; E/ CN. 4/ Sub.2/1983/1/Add. 1;

E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1984/ Add. 1). I n 1984 the Sub- Comm ssion decided to suspend the
wor k of the working group (resolution 1984/36 of 30 August 1984), which did
not thereafter resume its activities.

21. Action by the working group proved unsuccessful for a variety of
reasons: the failure to el aborate precise and clear rules of procedure
defining its methods of work; the sessional and non-continuous nature of its
wor k during sessions of the Sub-Comm ssion, which hanpered detail ed
consideration of matters falling within its sphere of conpetence; the

over burdening of the agenda with discussion of the reasons for
non-ratification of many human rights instrunents; the unwillingness of some
States to cooperate with the working group and transmt information about
factors inmpeding ratification of human rights instrunments, and a nunber of

ot her circunstances. However, the main reason for the |lack of success in the
wor k of the working group was that it exam ned the question of
non-ratification of international human rights conventions by the States
concerned w thout any reference to their observance of the fundanmental rights
and freedonms enshrined in the Universal Declaration and other United Nations
i nstruments.

V. MECHANI SM FOR ENCOURAG NG EFFORTS BY STATES TO OBSERVE
THE HUMAN RI GATS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS CONTAI NED I N
THE UNI VERSAL DECLARATI ON, AND THEI R RATI FI CATI ON OF
UNI TED NATI ONS HUMAN RI GHTS CONVENTI ONS

22. The ai m of the mechani sm descri bed below is to encourage efforts to
observe the human rights and fundamental freedons contained in the Universa
Decl arati on by States which are not parties to the International Covenant on

Cvil and Political Rights, the International Covenant on Econom c, Social and
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Cultural Rights and a nunber of other conventions that place upon States the
obligation to observe the particular rights enbodied in the Universa
Decl ar ati on.

23. In pursuance of this aim which is exclusively one of providing

encour agenent, the proposed nechanismw ||l make it possible to define areas in
whi ch United Nations assistance, extended primarily through technica
cooperation and advi sory services, may prove useful for States which are not
parties to the main United Nations human rights conventions in applying the
principles and norns contained in the Universal Declaration. It will not be a
substitute for the existing treaty bodies or in any way interfere in their
wor k. The proposed nmechanismw || function only in respect of States which
are not parties to the United Nations human rights conventi ons and whose
observance of human rights and fundamental freedons is not nonitored by

United Nations treaty bodies.

24, In order to create this mechani smthe Sub-Comr ssion will need to adopt
a resolution on the establishnment for three years of an inter-sessiona

wor ki ng group conposed of at |east five of its nenbers serving in a persona
capacity. Particular attention should be paid in this regard to equitable
geographical distribution and the representation of the principal |ega

syst ens.

25. The working group will act on the basis of reports requested from States
which are not parties to the International Covenant on Civil and Politica

Ri ghts or the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.
If a given State is not a party to either Covenant, information will be
requested in respect of each of them Such information should be sought each
year in relation to only one of the categories of rights listed in

par agraph 13 of this working paper. Information will be requested on civi
rights in the first year, on political rights in the second year, and on
econom c, social and cultural rights in the third year. The State concerned
may furthernore be requested to provide information in respect not only of the
I nternational Covenants on Human Rights but al so of other United Nations
conventions governi ng aspects of the observance of the rights of the

i ndi vidual |isted in paragraph 13 of this working paper. Thus, for exanple,
when considering matters relating to the prohibition of slavery or torture, as
covered by the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the

wor ki ng group may request information about ratification of the conventions on
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sl avery, servitude and forced | abour or the Convention against Torture and

O her Cruel, Inhuman or Degradi ng Treatnment or Punishnent, as well as about
the observance thereof by the State concerned.

26. The wor ki ng group should fromthe very outset confine itself to
considering only specific issues relating to the observance by States of the
fundanmental rights and freedons proclainmed in the Universal Declaration and
reaffirmed in the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts and a nunber of
other strictly defined conventions governing the protection of those sane
rights. O herw se, the working group will be unable to cope with the vol une
of information nade available to it.

27. Reporting guidelines should be drawn up in such a way that exhaustive

i nformati on can be obtained fromthe States concerned regardi ng observance of
the fundamental human rights and freedons contained in the Universa

Decl arati on, on progress achieved in this respect, and al so about any factors
and difficulties affecting the extent to which they are observed. Additiona
i nformati on may be requested where necessary. |f, after receiving a rem nder
a State does not provide the informati on requested, the working group may
decide to discuss matters relating to observance of fundamental rights and
freedons by that State on the basis of information made available to it by
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons and ot her sources in accordance with the rules
of procedure that have been established. Representatives of States and

non- gover nment al organi zati ons may take part in the discussion of the reports,

which will be considered in the order of precedence decided by the working
gr oup.
28. When di scussing country reports, the working group will nmake

recomendations to the States concerned and al so set forth views regarding the
provi sion of assistance to themin neeting established or stated needs,

i ncludi ng techni cal cooperation and advisory services, which may contribute to
observance of the fundanmental human rights and freedons enbodied in the

Uni versal Declaration, as well as ratification of the International Covenants
on Human Rights and other relevant United Nations conventions. This work of
the working group will contribute to ensuring that, within the next few years,
the appeal of the Secretary-General and the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts
will be heeded and many States will sign and ratify the two Internationa
Covenants on Human Ri ghts and the principal United Nations conventions in this
field.
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29. At the very outset the working group should draw up and adopt precise
and clear rules of procedure defining its methods of work. Mboreover,
considering the inportance of the matters to be raised for its discussion

whi ch may become one of the main directions of work of the Sub-Conm ssion, the
wor ki ng group shoul d neet each year for at |east two weeks well before the
start of the Sub-Comm ssion’s session. The working group should report

annually to the Sub-Commr ssion on its sessional work.

Not es

1/ N. Jayaw ckrama, “Hong Kong and the International Protection of
Human Rights”, in Human Rights in Hong Kong (Hong Kong- New York, 1992),
p. 160.

2/ See, for exanple, H Lauterpacht, International Law and Human
Ri ghts (London, 1950), pp. 147-149; M Ganji, International Protection of
Human Ri ghts (CGeneva-Paris, 1962), pp. 116-119.

3/ Document of the Moscow Meeting of the Conference on the Human
Di nensi on of the CSCE/International Cooperation in the Field of Human Ri ghts.
Document s and Proceedi ngs (Mdscow, 1993).
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DRAFT RESCLUTI ON OF THE SUB- COVM SSI ON ON PREVENTI ON OF
DI SCRI M NATI ON AND PROTECTI ON OF M NORI Tl ES

Observance of the human rights and fundanmental freedons contai ned
in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights by States which are
not parties to United Nations human rights conventions

The Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of

Mnorities,

Considering that, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations,
the observance of human rights and fundanmental freedonms is of mmjor inportance
in ensuring universal and | asting peace,

Considering also that the United Nations under its Charter has the task

of pronoting and encouragi ng respect for human rights and fundamental freedons

for all without distinction as to race, sex, |anguage or religion and is to be

a centre for harnonizing the actions of nations in the attainnent of this end,
Considering further that the States Members of the United Nations, by

adopting the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, reaffirmed their
conmitment to the observance of fundanmental human rights, their faith in the
dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal rights of nmen and
wonen, and their determnation to pronote, in cooperation with the

United Nations, the universal observance of civil and political as well as
econom c, social and cultural rights,

Considering that not all States are as yet parties to the Internationa
Covenant on Civil and Political R ghts and the International Covenant on
Economi ¢, Social and Cultural Rights, which have enbodied in treaty formthe
principles and nornms contained in the Universal Declaration

Considering also that States which are not parties to the Internationa

Covenants on Human Ri ghts and other United Nations conventions in this field
do not report to the United Nations on their observance of fundanental human
rights and freedorms,

M ndful that States Menbers of the United Nations, even if they have not
ratified the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts and other United Nations
conventions in this field, have obligations arising fromthe Charter of the
United Nations and fromthe Universal Declaration to observe fundanmental human
rights and freedorms,

Desiring to provide States which have not ratified the Internationa

Covenants on Human Ri ghts and other United Nations conventions in this
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field with assistance in the pronotion and observance of the fundanenta
human rights and freedons proclainmed in the Universal Declaration

1. Decides to establish, for a period of three years, an
i nter-sessional working group of the Sub-Comr ssion conposed of five of its
menbers serving in a personal capacity, having due regard for equitable
geographical distribution and the representation of the principal |ega
syst ens;

2. Invites the working group to request States which are not parties
to the International Covenant on Econom c, Social and Cultural Rights and the
I nternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights to submt reports on the
observance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, |egislative and ot her
measures taken for its inplenentation, and progress achieved in this respect,
as well as any factors and difficulties affecting the extent to which the
human rights and fundanental freedons contained in the Declaration are
ensur ed;

3. Also invites the working group to adopt its own rules of procedure

for the consideration of such reports and other information received from
States and from non-gover nnental organizations;

4, Further invites the working group to make recommendations to

States and also to set forth its views regarding the provision of assistance
to themin neeting established or stated needs, including technica
cooperation and advi sory services, which may contribute to the observance of
t he fundanental rights and freedons enshrined in the Universal Declaration, as
well as the ratification and inplenentation of the International Covenants on
Human Ri ghts and other United Nations conventions in this field,;

5. Invites the working group to submit annual reports to the
Sub- Commi ssi on containing its recomendati ons and the views of States
regardi ng the provision of assistance in neeting their established or stated
needs which may contribute to the observance of the fundanental human rights
and freedons enshrined in the Universal Declaration, as well as the
ratification of the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts and ot her rel evant
United Nations conventions in this field,

6. Deci des to convene sessions of the working group each year for a
period of two weeks well before the regular session of the Sub-Conm ssion

7. Al so decides to include this itemin the annual agenda of the

Sub- Commi ssion as an inportant matter taking priority.



