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| nt roduction

1. In 1997, the ECE Committee on Human Settl enents established the Housi ng and
Ur ban Managenment Advisory Network in which local authorities, the private sector
and ot her non-governnental actors involved in housing and urban managenent woul d
participate. The Conmittee agreed on the Network’s ternms of reference, as
contained in the report of its fifty-eighth session (ECE/ HBP/ 104, annex I1). At
its fifty-ninth session, in September 1998, the Comm ttee gave a positive
assessnment of the Network’s first year of activities and invited it to draw up a
progress report. The present report was prepared in response to this request.

l. WORK OF THE NETWORK SI NCE THE COW TTEE' S FI FTY- NI NTH SESSI ON

2. During the reporting period, the Network net twi ce, in conjunction with the
meetings of the Committee’s Bureau. In its discussions with the Bureau, the
Net wor k:

- Provided its views on the Comrittee’ s strategic planning process;

- Supported ongoi ng projects of the Commttee' s programre of work;

- Assisted in dissemnating the results of the country profiles and
case studies, as well as in the practical inplenentation of recomrendati ons;

- Extended its contacts with other organizations and individuals;

- Assisted in achieving synergies within the ECE and wi th ot her
i nternati onal organizations.

GE. 99- 31962



HBP/ 1999/ 5
page 2

3. The Network supported the five challenges identified in the Committee's
draft strategy: promoting a system of meani ngful and denocratic governance;

i mprovi ng urban environnmental performance; facilitating social cohesion
pronmoting market reformin the housi ng and urban sector; and pronoting | and
mar ket s and securing private rights in land (HBP/1999/4). It considers that
the Commttee should further strengthen practical approaches to housing

i nprovenents, |and-use planning and urban renewal, |and adm nistration
through, inter alia, its programre of operational activities (HBP/1999/8).

4, The Committee’ s programme of housing sector profiles and case studies
on urban environnmental performance, renewal and housi ng nodernization are of
consi derabl e val ue and nore attenti on should be given to:

- Di ssem nating the results and inpl ementing the recomrendati ons;

- Presenting the studies’ results to the national authorities in
the countries concerned. The Comm ttee should nmake this a condition before
initiating a study; initiatives for such presentations should come fromthe
Conmi ttee;

- Organi zing “nonitoring” workshops in countries where the studied
were carried out to provide practical assistance in the inplenentation;

- I dentifying bottlenecks in the devel opment of the private sector
and in the pronotion of investnents in the housing and urban sectors.

5. The Network provided financial assistance to countries in transition to
attend the Workshop on housing privatization in Poland (June 1999). It also
hel ped the secretariat to find key speakers for a workshop on condom niuns in
Moscow (July 1999). In cooperation with the del egation of the United Kingdom
it intends to organize a neeting on public-private partnership in Manchester
(5-6 Novenber 1999). The purpose of the neeting will be to exam ne current
practice of public-private partnership in housing devel opnent and urban
regenerati on.

6. To ensure coherent assistance to all countries in transition, the
Network woul d like to establish focal points for housing and urban

devel opnent in all countries in transition (contacts in existing agencies
engaged in urban devel opnent and investnent in these countries). It will give
support to the Committee’s operational activities, including any future
activities related to the Bal kan regi on

7. The network intends to find external funding for the preparation of
country profiles on the housing sector and for case studies on sustainable
ur ban devel opnent, and for organi zati on of special neetings, workshops, etc.
in countries with economes in transition

. ORGANI ZATI ONAL MATTERS
8. The Network considers that, to be effective, its menbers should attend
at | east one of its neetings each year, otherw se their nmenbership wll

automatically be term nated

9. M. H Pfeiffer, Building Savings Bank, was el ected as Chairperson of
t he Networ k.



