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Ms. Margo QOge,

Di rector,

O fice of Mobile Sources,

O fice of Air and Radi ati on,

U.S. Environnental Protection Agency

Good afternoon ...

I am honoured to be here today at the neeting of the United Nations Econom c
Commi ssion for Europe Working Party on the Construction of Vehicles.

| am especially honoured to represent the United States at the signing of the
Agreement Establishing d obal Technical Regul ations for Wheel ed Vehicl es.

This Agreement offers an unprecedented opportunity for the cooperative

devel opment of environnental and safety regulations. W believe it provides
the nmeans to protect the health of our citizens and environment, while at the
same tinme providing a predictable regulatory framework for a gl obal autonotive
i ndustry.

We are, nmore and nore, citizens of the world, not only our individual country,
state or community. This is just as true when we are representing our
country, our industry or our interest group.

Pol I uti on does not know political boundaries. While we have made progress in
cl eaning and protecting our environnent, the job is not done. W cannot rest.
We still face trenendous environnmental and public health challenges. Vehicles
still contribute too much to our air pollution and gl obal warm ng probl ens.

A critical element of this Agreenent is that present |evels of environnental
protection or vehicle safety will not be lowered in order to achieve
regul atory harnmoni zati on

Let ne state explicitly that the U S. Environmental Protection Agency wil |

mai ntai n our high standards to provide the greatest possible environnmental
protection for all. W will do this as we have in the past — working with

i ndustry, environnmental groups and Governments toward this conmon goal. This
Agreement provides a global process for any country to devel op the sane
protections for its citizens.

We can take pride in the progress we have nade in providing a cleaner,
heal t hi er environment for our citizens. Qur air is generally cleaner and
heal t hi er today than 20 years ago, preventing tens of thousands of respiratory
illnesses and deaths every year. Despite this progress, however, air
pollution remains a major public health issue around the world. Even though
current vehicles are much cl eaner than they were not |ong ago, the nunmber of
vehi cl es being driven and the nunber of nmiles driven is increasing steadily.

And, threats to the global environnment are nmounting from gl obal warm ng.
President Clinton is conmtted to securing realistic and bindi ng Agreenents
that ensure that all countries - both industrial and devel oping - participate
in this process and do their part to address the challenge of gl obal warm ng
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The chal I enge of gl obal warming is an excell ent exanple of the principle that
the nations of the Wrld "are all in this together".

Economic prosperity is vital to sustainable developnment. So too is a healthy
environment. Both are essential for creating opportunity and prosperity for
communi ties around the G obe. As we have learned in the United States, we can
— and nust - have both.

Environnmental protection and economnic progress go hand-in-hand. In the United
States, we have proved that you can have strong environmental protection and
still have strong economic growth and prosperity. W do not have to choose
bet ween our health and our jobs. |In fact, the two are inextricably linked

As we intensify the World Trade Organization’s ability to invigorate trade,

l et us also strengthen its ability to safeguard our global environment. As we
stand on the threshold of the twenty-first century, we nust establish the
tools needed to get the job done. We nust infuse the institutional process
with strong public health, environnental and safety values. W nust enpower
every country — and every citizen - to protect the air, land and water on

whi ch we all depend.

This forumis a catalyst to pronpting and achi eving vehicle pollution
standards that will benefit all countries around the world. As autonotive
t echnol ogy advances, we nust keep in mnd the inportance of the cooperative
efforts of industry, environmentalists and Government toward achieving
paral | el advances in our regul ations.

Most inportantly, we nust pronote environmental well-being and encourage
econom ¢ progress, so that people living today and generations to come have
the chance for full and healthy |ives.

The G obal Agreement we are signing today is a significant step in that
direction. The successful inplementation of this Agreement will be an even
nore profound step toward achi eving our conmon goal of clean, safe vehicles
around the worl d.

Thank you.
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M. Ricardo Martinez, MD.,

Admi ni strator,

Nat i onal Hi ghway Traffic Safety Admi nistration,
U S. Department of Transportation

Ladi es and Gentl enen,
I am honoured to be here for this historic occasion.

Before we sign this Agreenent Concerning the Establishing of G obal Technica
Regul ations, allow me a few brief remarks on what has been acconplished here
this week; what made this Agreenent possible; and, what this Agreement hol ds
for the future of notor vehicle safety around the world.

Thi s Agreement makes possible the devel opnent of gl obal regulations concerning
the safety performance of notor vehicles and notor vehicle equipnent. And it
does this in a transparent manner that encourages the w dest participation by
all interested parties: the public; industry; and Governnents.

By establishing a Conpendi um of candi date regul ati ons, we are afforded the
opportunity to share our know edge and expertise and create a forum for
ensuring that best practices are incorporated in the establishnent of gl oba
regul ations. The results of safety performance assessnents of our respective
regul ati ons based on real world injury data should be hel pful in identifying
t hose best practices.

The Agreenent respects the sovereignty of each Contracting Party to adopt
safety regulations at the levels it deens necessary while facilitating the
partici pation of each and every interested nation. This is especially

i nportant for devel oping nations. \Wien it is estinated by the WHO that by the
year 2020, the econonic health burden of motor vehicle crashes will rank as
second after depression and before heart disease in devel opi ng nations, the
availability of regulations that address the problem should hel p reduce that
bur den.

It is the culnmination of efforts that began nore than nine years ago when
WP. 29 agreed on a mission statement that set forth a vision of creating a
worl d forum for the harnonization and devel opment of notor vehicle safety
regul ations that would inprove safety the world over.

By creating this forum the major nmotor vehicle producing regions of the world
are comm tting thenselves to seeking best safety practices in establishing
gl obal regul ati ons.

This Agreement, in parallel with the 1958 Agreenent, will serve our public,
our industry and our Governments for nmany years as notor vehicle safety
regul ati ons are made nore responsive to safety research and changi ng and

i nnovative autonotive technol ogy around the world.
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Wth regard to safety research, at the recent International Technica
Conference on the Enhanced Safety of Vehicles (ESV), the Internationa

Har noni zed Research Activity (IHRA) - an activity that includes many of the
countries around this room - has decided to add side inpact protection as an
activity and also to seek ways of involving the devel opi ng nations.

The nost interesting aspect of what nade this Agreenent possible was that al
interested parties agreed on what | believe to have been the essenti al
criterion in crafting this Agreement - and that is - that the Agreenment woul d
not be a procedure for seeking and establishing the | owest common safety
denom nator. On the contrary, they agreed that its primary purpose is to
continuously inprove safety - the essence of the m ssions of the regulatory
agenci es of the nmany Governments represented here this week.

It is also nost appropriate that we recognize the contributions of our
constituents in this achievement. Fromthe outset of the negotiations that
led to this Agreement, the public and our regul ated industry have been vocal
and consistent in their position that we should harnmoni ze upward. The public
has underscored the inportance of high standards and openness in the processes
that are part of this Agreenment. This organization, WP. 29, has responded, as
evi denced by the availability of its docunents on the Internet, and the
opening of this neeting to the public.

But we need to do nmore. We nust do everything we can to ensure that al
parties interested in vehicle safety have the opportunity to conrent on and

di scuss the proposals that will be nade for establishing gl obal harnonization
of regul ations under this Agreenent. This includes the general public and
their organi zati ons because they buy and use the vehicles; the industry
because they build them and nmust neet the requirenments; the medical and public
heal t h prof essional s because they best understand safety in terns of rea
injuries to real people; and the regul atory agencies of Governnments because,
by law, their mssion is to develop regulations that will provide the social
benefits that are the ultimte goal.

We, the Governments and our regul atory agencies, need to provide those
opportunities at the earliest stages of the process and al so keep the

st akehol ders infornmed of the progress of our proposals. O course, while each
of us has different ways of seeking comment or input, all of us should make it
clear that we welcome it.

This policy has been affirned at the highest political level. |In his speech
at the Commenoration of the 50th Anniversary of the WIQ, President Clinton
proposed that “the WIO provide a consultative forum where business, and

| abour, and environnental, and consumer groups can provide regular and
continuous input to help guide further the evolution of the WQO'.

If all interested parties are given an opportunity to be heard at the earliest
possi bl e stage, then when a global regulation is established, and we are at
the stage of initiating our respective processes for considering its adoption
into our domestic law, we should have a high level of public support.
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My agency is currently in the process of devel opi ng ways of encouragi ng and
facilitating the participation of these groups at the very inception of
activities in the United States relating to this Agreement. Just |ast week,
we held a public neeting at which we continued our public dial ogue on this
subject with a viewto gathering ideas for a notice requesting coment on how
NHTSA shoul d pronote participation. G ven the response we received, let ne
assure you that there is great interest in what this Agreenent may produce.

Thus, we need to put an appropriate and workable process in place in tinme to
be able to inplement this Agreenent the mnute it enters into force

In closing, | congratulate all of you for your perseverance, your good will,
and patience in achieving an agreement that mekes possible the devel opnent of
gl obal I'y harnoni zed regul ati ons for a global industry that will yield safety

benefits around the worl d.
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Ambassador George E. Mose

Per manent Representative of the United States of Anerica
to the Ofice of the United Nations and ot her

i nternational organizations at Geneva

On behal f of the United States, it is my pleasure to join you in this neeting
of Working Party 29 and share this special event in which we open for
signature the new Agreement Concerning the Establishing of dobal Technica
Regul ati ons for \Wheel ed Vehicl es, Equiprment and Parts.

In this regard, it is my particular pleasure to announce that | bring with me
today the full power authority of ny Governnent to sign this new Agreenent,
and that on behalf of the United States of America | will today sign the new
Agr eenment .

The United States wi shes to express its appreciation to the many del egati ons
that have participated in the devel opment of this Agreenent, for their efforts
in working in a spirit of cooperation and conpronise to devel op the final text
that we have before us today.

We want to note in particul ar our appreciation of, and respect for, the
diligence and spirit of cooperation on the part of Japan and the European
Communities in the resolution of issues between our respective authorities
during intensive negotiations over the past several nonths.

We al so wish to extend special thanks to the conscientious and skilful work of
the Chairman of the Wbrking Party 29 in presiding over this process and to the
tireless efforts of the secretariat who provided technical counsel and
prepared and distributed the nmany drafts of the Agreenent.

From t he perspective of the United States, one of the npbst inportant aspects
of the new Agreenent is the possibility it provides to interested parties to
pursue simultaneously policy objectives relating to health, safety and

envi ronment al protection, on the one hand, and international trade, on the
ot her.

My col | eagues fromthe Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Nationa
Hi ghway Traffic Safety Admi nistration (NHTSA) have highlighted the many ways
in which the new Agreement will pronote health, safety and environment al
policy objectives within the global community.

| would like to build upon their remarks by enphasi zing our belief that the
new Agreenment should al so pronote trade policy objectives in a nunber of
i mportant ways.

First, work towards harnonization should pernmt manufacturers and others to
have a greater measure of certainty and predictability as to what is required
of them as they design and sell their products.

Second, as this work towards harnonizati on proceeds, the participants in the
gl obal marketplace are likely to face fewer divergences in regulatory systens.
This should have the beneficial result of reducing manufacturing and testing
costs.
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By elimnating what is in effect a barrier to international trade in
aut omobi | es, harnoni zation will further enhance the conpetitiveness of, and
create jobs at, the world s nmost efficient vehicle manufacturers.

As indicated by ny col |l eagues before nme, the Agreenment denonstrates that we
can, and will, pursue these objectives, while simultaneously pronoting high
| evel s of health, safety and environmental protection, w thout conpronising
the ability of our societies to maintain stringent donestic measures.

In short, the Agreenent can help us find commopn ground in internationa

efforts to better integrate trade policy and health/safety/environmental
policies, in support of the broader objectives of sustainable devel opnent.
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Ms. Viola Groebner,

Head of Unit,

Eur opean Commi ssi on

representing the European Community

M . Chairman, Anmbassador, Ladies and Gentl enmen, dear coll eagues and friends,

The European Community is pleased to be able to declare that it can accept the
content of the Agreenent as presented at today's neeting, and that it is
committed to conpleting its internal procedures at the earliest opportunity in
order to sign the Agreement without del ay.

The harnoni zati on of technical regulations for notor vehicles at the
international level is an issue of utnost inmportance. |In view of the trend

t owards gl obal i zati on, and ever increasing co-operation across countries and
oceans, and with a view also to bringing down remaining barriers to trade such
as varying technical standards, it is the duty of legislators to devel op and
adopt regulations at the international |evel, and to pronote and ensure their
applicati on.

I nternational harnonization is not only in the interest of autonobile
manuf acturers and suppliers who will benefit from econonies of scale. It is
equally in the interest of consumers who will be better able to afford
products which assure a high |evel of safety, which are energy efficient and
which - last but not |least - contribute to the protection of the environnent.

Participating in and furthering harnonization at the international |evel has
| ong been one of the major goals of the EC and its Menber States in the notor
vehicles sector. It is for that reason that Menber States were either anpng

t he foundi ng nenmbers of the 1958 Agreement or have since acceded to this

i mportant international Agreenent. Mst recently the ECitself becane a
Contracting Party to the Agreenment, alongside its Menmber States.

| would like to take this opportunity to underline the inportant work which
has been carried out over the last 40 years under the 1958 Agreenent, and to
express our gratitude in particular to the secretariat of WP.29 and its
Chairman as well as to the Chairnmen of the various Wrking Parties for their
nost efficient and nost val uabl e work undertaken in the framework of this
Agr eenment .

In this context the EC would also |ike to congratul ate, once again, the
Government of Japan for its decision also to accede to the 1958 Agreement -
| hope that other countries will do |ikewi se. W are reassured by

M. Shinpdaira’s statement yesterday that once Japan has gai ned sone
experience with the functioning of the 1958 Agreement it will give positive
consi deration to accede progressively to a | arger nunber of Regul ati ons.

The Agreenent to be signed today is the result of active negotiations
undertaken by all participants in the framework of WP.29. It is a further

i mportant step with regard to international harnonization, with the intention
of extendi ng such harnoni zati on across the gl obe. Since Novenber |ast year and
based on a mandate from WP. 29, over the course of a nunber of neetings, the
United States, Japan and the EC have negotiated a conprom se text which takes
into account the comrents and observations which other participants had made
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at earlier WP.29 neetings. The trilateral negotiations were held in a spirit
of mutual understanding and confidence, and on behalf of the EC s negotiators
| would like to thank our coll eagues from Japan and the United States for the
excel l ent rapport which has been established throughout the negotiations.

I am confident that this spirit of co-operation and understanding will prevail
once it conmes to putting flesh on the bones, that is to say, once we start
negotiating gl obal technical regulations to be established in the gl oba
registry.

Since the Agreenent is to operate in parallel with the 1958 Agreement, the
task of establishing global regulations is greatly facilitated by the fact
that we can rely on the expertise and experience of all those involved in such
extensive work on the latter.

Bef ore concluding my remarks | would like to recall that the new,

gl obal / paral l el Agreement is a conprom se text, the content of which can be
accepted by the EC. It is true that we would have liked to have a nore
anbitious text as far as the obligations of Contracting Parties are concerned,
and on the mutual recognition of type approvals, etc., but conpronise entails
“give and take”. We are anxious, of course, to see that a detailed review of
the inplenentation of the new Agreement is conducted once we and our partners
have a few years’ experience in the functioning of the Agreenent in paralle
with the 1958 Agreenent. On that occasion a nunber of issues should be taken
into consideration, including the role of type approval s and nutual
recognition. Since there is no provision for such a reviewin the text of the
Agreement, it has been agreed between the United States, Japan and the EC t hat
a text on such a review should be attached to the minutes of WP.29. A draft
text was distributed at the |ast WP.29 neeting in March.

It is our understanding that, once the Agreenent has been signed by the EC
this text — which has already been agreed between the three parties — is
included in the mnutes of the next WP.29 neeting.

Let ne assure this audience that the ECis committed to co-operating actively
under both of the Agreenents.
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M . Mal col m Fendi ck,

Chi ef Mechani cal Engi neer,

Depart nent of the Environnent, Transport and the Regions,
Uni ted Ki ngdom

on behal f of the presidency of the European Community

On behal f of the many European Conmunity Menber States represented here
today, may | add my warm wel cone to this historic event. Since its

i nception, WP.29 has striven for international harnonization of vehicle
techni cal standards. The fact that so many countries have been drawn into
its work is a testanment to its effectiveness.

The renewal of WP.29's mission around 10 years ago confirned two key el enents
of its work. The first, that of inproving both safety and environment al

st andards, al nbst goes without saying, and yet as our know edge i ncreases,

so the opportunity to nake further significant advances still presents
itself. But as the quantity of regulations increases we need to nake extra
efforts to sustain the quality of our regulatory efforts. Good quality

regul ations are those which clearly nmeet their prinmary objective, but do so
with the mninum of inpact on the industry and ultimately, the consumer in
terns of cost and bureaucracy.

In this signing we are witnessing the United States’ individual renewal of
commitment to the international work of WP.29, and the creating of this new
Agreement creates a new international |egal base for this participation. |
believe this move is an essential step in the process of confidence
bui | di ng. Knowi ng the i nmrense goodwi || that has characterized the putting
toget her of this new Agreenent, | am sure that we can |l ook forward to
substantial regulatory harnonization in the future
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M . Kazuyoshi Matsunot oo,

Di rector,

Ofice of International Affairs,
Engi neering and Safety Departnent,
Road Transport Bureau

M nistry of Transport,

Japan

It is a great pleasure for Japan that the d obal Agreenment has been adopted
after a long and sincere deliberation on the text.

The negotiation process of this Agreement was not an easy one. Although we
shared a common objective of the enhancement of safety, environmenta
protection, energy efficiency and anti-theft performance, we had to overconme a
lot of difficulties which arise fromthe difference of |egal and technica
systens in different countries and regions.

Japan, together with the European Community and the United States, has been
engaged in enthusiastic negotiation to tackle these difficulties, driven by a
strong notivation to establish a framework in which the difference anong
systens are bridged, and gl obal harnoni zation of regulations is achieved.

The adopted Agreement clearly provides the transparent process to establish
gl obal technical regulations concerning vehicles' safety, environnenta
protection, energy efficiency and anti-theft performance, that can be, and
shoul d be, applied by all countries in the world.

Al t hough we cannot nake concrete reference to the time frame for Japan's
accession to this Agreement, which is subject to our donestic |egal
procedures, we believe it is very inportant that many countries join this
process and cooperate in this forumtowards the global harnonization of
techni cal regul ati ons.

We are happy to have this day the adoption of the Agreenent on the eve of

the next century, into the new era of gl obal harnonization of vehicle
regul ati ons.
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M. Joc White,

Assi stant Secretary,

Mot or Transport,

Federal Office of Road Safety,

Depart nent of Transport and Regi onal Devel opnent,
Australia

Chai rman, Anmbassador Moose, Distinguished Col |l eagues, Ladi es and Gentl enen,

The conpletion of the G obal Agreenent represents a major mnilestone in efforts
to establish international harnonization of vehicle standards.

Har noni zati on of standards will ensure the world comunity is provided with
best practice vehicle regulations covering safety, environnment and anti-theft.

Maj or contributions have been made by many countries to achi eve the outcone we
are w tnessing today. However, without the commtment of the United States
fromthe outset, it would not have come to fruition at this tine.

Est abl i shment of G obal Technical Regul ati ons under the new Agreenment has the
potential to achieve all the benefits being sought by Governments and the
busi ness sector — resulting in safer vehicles at |ower cost.

Australia has been a strong and enthusiastic supporter of initiatives to
devel op nechanisns to facilitate international harnonization of vehicle
st andar ds.

The next npbst inportant phase is to use the Agreenent to devel op G oba
Technical Regulations. This will require the cooperation of all parties.
Australia trusts that G obal Regulations will be devel oped through the
Agreement in a speedy fashion.

Australia would like to take this opportunity to record its appreciation of
the contributions made by the United States, the EC and the Japanese

del egations — as well as by the secretariat — to the devel opnent and
finalization of the G obal Agreenent.

Australia would like to acknow edge, in particular, the contributions made by
M. Frank Turpin of the United States del egation, M. Gauvin as Chairnman of
the Working Party, and the hardworking secretariat |led by M. Jan Jerie.

We believe that the finalization and signing of the Agreenent by the United
States today is a significant step forward. O course, there needs to be
wi despread support for the full potential benefits to be achieved.

M. Chairman, Australia |looks forward to these benefits being achi eved as soon
as possi ble and wel cones the conmi tnents nade today.
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Ms. Nicol e Pageot,
Di rector General,
Road Safety,
Transport Canada

We express our support in principle with the intent of the Agreenent
Concerning the Establishing of G obal Technical Regulations which will ensure
high levels of safety, environmental protection and energy efficiency. We
have circul ated the March 1998 draft of the Agreenment to other Federa
Governnment Departnments, other |evels of Government, the autonotive

manuf acturing industry, as well as other interested stakehol ders.

Al t hough the consultations with interested parties are well advanced, we are
not yet in a position to nake a commtment to sign the Agreenent. However, we
will continue to actively pursue our consultations in order to develop a
national position that is w dely accepted in Canada.

We would like to particularly conmend the work of the United States, the EC
and Japan for their efforts in finalizing this Agreenent.



TRANS/ WP. 29/ 638/ Add. 1
page 15

M. John Summersell,

Manager ,

Mot or Vehicl e Liai son

Sout h African Bureau of Standards

The Republic of South Africa congratul ates the principal participants on the
recent progress which has been nade in providing a docunent which woul d appear
to be at an acceptable level to npst participants of the ECE WP.29. W al so
congratul ate the tireless dedication of the secretariat in nmeeting the never-
endi ng demands whi ch were placed upon them

In South Africa, the majority of people do not own private transport,
therefore whilst we are conmitted to a high level of standards, we nust also
gi ve consideration to those which are affordable. W nust also be cautious
that, whilst we progress in our devel opnent, we do not |eave others behind.
Therefore, it is responsible for us to think on a regional basis, and in so
doi ng give consideration to such needs as they occur.

It is with these thoughts in mnd that we favour the new d obal Agreenment as
it not only addresses the requirenents of devel oped nations, but also provides
consi derations to those regions which are in the process of devel oping, and
gai ning a higher econom c |evel

We consider that the d obal Agreenment will encourage various non-menber
countries to be drawn into the process of international harnonization, and as
such will build bridges between regions of all econonic |evels.

South Africa is in the process of comunicating the principles of both the
1958 Agreenent and the d obal Agreenment to all stakeholders, and with their
agreenment will notivate the formal processes through the various channels.
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M. Andrew H. Card, Jr.

Presi dent,

I nternational Organization of Mtor Vehicle Manufacturers (O CA)
Chi ef Executive Oficer,

Ameri can Aut onpbil e Manufacturers Association (AAMA)

The International Organization of Mtor Vehicle Manufacturers (O CA) wel cones
t he successful conpletion of the United Nations Agreenent on G obal Technica
St andards as a mmj or devel opment in the effort to harnonize gl obal autonotive
st andar ds.

Aut omoti ve regul ations and testing procedures currently vary across countri es.
These variations have substantially little inmpact on inproving vehicle safety
or environnental protection. Instead, they increase the costs of vehicle
devel opment and production by requiring automekers to design, test and build
vehicles differently for different global markets. Variations in regulations
and test procedures create significant non-tariff trade barriers that reduce
choi ces for consunmers and marketing opportunities for all manufacturers.

The Agreenent on d obal Technical Standards seeks to elimnate these non-
tariff barriers by providing a forumin which its signatories can di scuss

di fferences in regulations and work together to achi eve uniform gl obal
standards. The Agreement is a significant step forward in the internationa
effort to reduce the duplicative testing and overl appi ng standards that burden
consuners and manufacturers around the worl d.
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Dr. Nicolas M Rogers,
Secretary- General,
I nternational Mtorcycle Manufacturers Association (I MVA)

| MVW s mi ssion statenment includes a conmitnent to gl obal harnonization.

| MVW' s phil osophy is to be actively involved wherever and whenever
appropriate. In relation to gl obal harnonization this has neant:

- moving | MVW' s headquarters to Geneva

- supporting the devel opnent of the d obal Agreement wherever possible,

- in future, actively participating in the devel opment of G obal

Regul ations (I MVA's harnonizati on group has already identified seven

subjects for action).

| MVA wi shes to congratul ate WP.29 on the achi evement marked by today’s
ceremony and is very pleased that it is happening in our honme town.
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M. Louis Sylvain Ayral

Techni cal Secretary,

Li ai son Committee for the Manufacture of

Aut omobi | e Equi pment and Spare Parts (CLEPA)

M. Chairman, Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentl enen,

CLEPA, the Liaison Cormittee for the Manufacture of Autonobile Equipnent and
Spare Parts, was established here in Geneva in 1959 and becane associated with
the work of WP.29 the follow ng year, 1960, with the aim of promoting the

har noni zati on of the technical regul ations.

Since the inception of the harnonization process, WP.29 has constantly
increased its influence; numerous countries have acceded to the

1958 Agreenent, while new harnoni zed regul ati ons have been drawn up and si gned
by a |l arge number of countries, thus elimnating many obstacles to the free
novenent of our products and guaranteeing the consumer a high |level of safety
and environmental protection.

At the sane time, the conpani es bel onging to our association have becone

“global”; they now sell their products throughout the entire world and now
al so have production sites and devel opment centres throughout the entire
world. You will understand fromthis that the world-w de harnoni zati on of the

technical regulations is an inmportant factor in our devel oprnent.

A maj or advance was initiated in the early 1990s with the Revision of the

1958 Agreenent, allow ng countries which are not nmenbers of ECE and the

regi onal integration organizations to becone Contracting Parties. W actively
supported this new devel opnent and the recent accessions to the Revised
Agreement of the European Union and Japan show that our efforts have not been
in vain.

When it becane clear that the Revised Agreenment could not incorporate all the
i nportant forces in the notor-vehicle world, CLEPA wel coned and supported the
new WP. 29 initiative to draft a new International Agreenent.

The work on this initiative has reached a successful conclusion today with the

signing of this Agreement by the United States of Anerica, and we wel cone this
fact. This denmonstrates even nore clearly WP.29's role as a forum



