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Human rights situation in Mexico

1. The signatory non-governnental organizations wish to draw the attention
of the Comm ssion on Human Rights to the foll ow ng declaration by 96 Mexican
or gani zati ons.

2. The human rights situation in Mexico continues to deteriorate. Various
United Nations bodies specialized in the protection of human rights, ! as well
as the Inter-American Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts of the Organization of
American States, 2 have confirned this trend. Mexico occupies a |eading place
for reports of deaths in detention received by the United Nations Specia
Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions and ranks third
for cases of disappearances submtted to the Wrking G oup on Enforced or

I nvol untary Di sappearances, according to their nmost recent reports. In
addition, the Inter-American Comr ssion on Human Rights (1 ACHR) stated in its
1998 report that the practice of illegal detention in Mexico constitutes a

serious situation of human rights violations due to its systematic character
Furthernore, the Conmittee against Torture concluded in 1997 that torture is
systematically practised in Mexico, especially by the judicial police and,
recently, by nenbers of the arnmed forces on the pretext of conbating
subversives and drug-trafficking. The Special Rapporteur on the question of
torture confirnmed that torture is frequent throughout nmuch of the country. 3

3. The Sub- Commi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection

of Mnorities requested in its resolution 1998/ 4, adopted at its

fiftieth session, that the Governnent of Mexico should attach the highest
priority to conmbating the inmpunity of perpetrators of serious human rights

vi ol ati ons, especially those conmtted agai nst nmenbers of indi genous
comunities, and also to pronoting the action of human rights defenders and
guaranteeing their safety; in addition, it appealed to the signatories to the
San Andrés accords to resune the process favouring dial ogue.

'CERD/ C/ 50/ M sc. 24; CAT/VIII1/CRP. 1/ Add. 4; CEDAW C/ MEX/ 3-4 and Add. 1;
E/ CN. 4/ 1997/ 60/ Add. 1; E/CN. 4/1998/ 68/ Add. 1; E/ CN. 4/1998/95/ Add. 1;
E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ 38/ Add. 2; Sub- Conmi ssi on resol ution 1998/ 4, anong ot hers.

2l ACHR reports: 43/96; 48/97, 49/97 and report on the general situation
of human rights in Mexico, published on 28 Septenber 1998.

3See, for exanple, the reconmendati ons of the Special Rapporteur on the
qgquestion of torture, according to which certain legislative reforns are
essential to bring domestic lawinto line with international human rights
standards. Despite these recommendati ons, no bill proposing such refornms has
been drafted and torture continues to be comonly practised in Mexico under
the protection of legislation such as the Law agai nst Organized Crinme (1996)
and the Code of Crimnal Procedure (which grants excessive powers to agents of
the Public Prosecutor's Ofice), as well as court decisions that take account
of confessions even when they have been obtai ned during prol onged periods of
detention.
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4, The lack of political will on the part of the Mexican Governnent to put
an end to these grave human rights violations (the right tolife, the right to
personal |iberty and integrity, as well as to | egal guarantees and

protections), the ineffectiveness and partiality of the institutions
responsi ble for | aw enforcenment and the administration of justice, the

i ncreased activity of the arnmed forces in civilian life; the increasing
tendency for police bodies to be directed by mlitary officers and the Arny's
direct participation in public security matters, anti-narcotics operations and
the counter-insurgency fight, as well as the inmpunity enjoyed by paramlitary
groups, affect the entire popul ation, especially the npost vul nerable sectors
(i ndi genous peopl e, wonen and children), throughout the country and
particularly, in Guerrero, Chiapas and Oaxaca.

5. The | ack of independence of the judiciary worsens the situation of human
rights in Mexico. The |IACHR pointed out that the very constitutiona

structure of the courts calls into question the degree of real independence
that these bodies have fromthe Executive, and that the rel ationship between
illegal detention and violations of personal integrity and judicial guarantees
is not coincidental, but reflects the dependence that arises in many cases

bet ween adm nistrative and judicial authorities. The failures of the judicia
systemreflect a general undermning of the rule of law. Norns are applied
with discretion, to the benefit of certain power groups, and there are grave
irregularities in legal procedures.

6. Law enforcenent and judicial institutions are commonly used to resolve
political conflicts. This is the case in the operations to dismantle

aut ononmous municipalities in the State of Chiapas, where on the pretext of
“re-establishing the rule of law hundreds of illegal detentions and searches
have been carried out. This denmonstrates the m suse of power that the Mexican
Gover nment has enpl oyed, under the pretext of disbanding insurgent groups, to
silence and prevent peaceful resistance to State policies.

7. A further concern is the growing mlitarization occurring in Mexico in
recent years, which has brought with it innunmerable human rights violations by
sol di ers who, as stated by the Special Rapporteur on the question of torture,

enjoy inpunity fromcivil justice and are, in general, protected by the
mlitary justice system This militarization has particularly affected
regi ons which are predom nantly indigenous. 1In this regard, the I ACHR stated

that there has been not only a resunption of neasures of control by the
security forces, but also indiscrimnate repression of social organizations
and | eaders. The Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts has al so expressed her
concern regarding this situation

8. Param litary activity in Chiapas is extrenely serious and since 1995 has
caused a | arge number of deaths. During 1998, despite alleged investigations
to disarmthe paramlitary groups, they continued to operate with inpunity.
This lack of justice is repeated in other states such as Guerrero, GOaxaca and
Veracruz, where armed civilian groups are known to exist. In 1997, the
Conmittee on the Elimnation of Racial Discrimnation highlighted the fact
that acts of violence or intimdation perpetrated by paramlitary groups, the
forces of |aw and order or |andowners have frequently gone unpunished. This
situation has given rise to the forced di splacenent of entire indigenous
comunities. According to unofficial figures, there are nore than 16, 000
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internally displaced persons in Chiapas who |ive in inhumane conditions and
whose personal security is vulnerable to aggressions, such as those massacred
at Acteal, in the municipality of Chenal hd, Chiapas, on 22 Decenber 1997.

9. Human rights defenders and journalists have suffered increasing |evels
of harassnment, violence, threats and intimdation, which I ed both the | ACHR
and the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, sunmary or arbitrary executions
to express their concern. Furthernore, the Mexican Governnent is increasingly
resisting international human rights observations. Since November 1997, it
has forced over 100 international observers to |eave the country.

Furthernore, a policy of accreditation and adm ssion for internationa

observer m ssions has been inplenented whi ch depends on the discretion of
immgration officials to grant perm ssion to enter the country for purposes of
human rights nonitoring and humanitarian aid distribution

10. VWhile the establishnent of the official human rights protection system
is positive, * the system has been ineffective in curbing human rights abuses
as it does not enjoy true independence fromthe Executive. [Its investigation

met hods do not adhere to the standards inposed by international systens,
conpliance with its reconmendations is left to the discretion of the
authorities and, as pointed out by the Special Rapporteur on the question of
torture, it denonstrates an i nexplicable disposition to consider such
recomendati ons as conplied with, when in practice they have only been
partially inplenented.

11. In 1993, the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights expressed
its concern regarding the high nunmber of persons living in extreme poverty and
the growi ng disparity of wages for Mexican workers. According to officia
figures, since this date the nunber of people living in extreme poverty has
increased from 17 mllion to 26 mllion; nmeanwhile, the real m ni mum wage has
declined to the level it held in 1940. This situation is particularly grave
for indigenous peoples, as conpared to the rest of the population, since in
many areas they live in deplorable conditions of poverty and | ack access to
soci al services and health care. Equally, as the I ACHR has stated, although

i ndi genous muni ci palities account for one third of all nunicipalities in the
country, they represent 48 per cent of areas with “high poverty” and

82 per cent of those with “very high poverty”.

12. In view of the above, we request the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts to:

(a) Urge the Governnment of Mexico to adopt measures agai nst the great
nunber of human rights viol ati ons and agai nst those who commit them Reform
of the system of |aw enforcenent and admi nistration of justice is essential to
ensure all individuals full access thereto;

(b) Call on the Government to strengthen the public human rights
protecti ons system guaranteeing full autonony for the National Human Ri ghts
Conmi ssion and the state human rights conm ssions to ensure the thorough

“This systemis conprised of the National Human Ri ghts Commi ssion ( CNDH)
and 323 state comm ssions.
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impartial and effective investigation of all conplaints and reports of

viol ations by a body that is independent fromthose believed to be responsible
and has the authority and resources necessary to conplete such an

i nvestigation;

(c) Call on the Government to arrange for a visit by the High
Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts as soon as possible to analyse the situation on
the basis of on-site nmonitoring, in coordination with the public comm ssions
and civil organizations concerned with human rights;

(d) Examine the situation of human rights in Mexico, taking into
account information fromthe various bodies of the United Nations and the
Organi zati on of American States, and especially Sub-Comm ssion resol ution
1998/ 4, which states that should the Commi ssion decide not to do so, the
Sub- Commi ssion will continued the consideration of these devel opnents at its
fifty-first session;

(e) Urge the Governnment to extend invitations to the Special Rapporteur
on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions and the Special Rapporteur
on the independence of judges and | awers, as well as to the Wrking G oup on
Arbitrary Detention and the Wrking G oup on Enforced or Involuntary
Di sappear ances, and appoint a Special Rapporteur for Mexico to nonitor the
general situation of human rights in the country.

The networKks:

1 Convergenci a de Organi snos Civiles por |a Denocracia
2 Foro de Organisnos Civiles de Oaxaca (FOCO)

3. Movi m ent o Ci udadano por | a Denocracia (MCD)
4

Red Naci onal de Organisnos Civiles de Derechos Humanos “Todos | os
derechos para todos”

5. Red Mexi cana de Acci é6n Frente el Libre Conmercio (RVALC)

The 91 Mexican organi zations:

1. Academi a Jal i sci ense de Derechos Humanos, A . C. (AJDH) Jalisco
2. Acci 6n de los Cristianos para |a Abolicioén de |la Tortura (ACAT), D.F.
3. Alianza Civica
4, Asanbl ea Naci onal Indigena Plural por |a Autononia (AN PA)
5. Asoci aci 6n Civil para | a Defensa de | os Derechos Ciudadanos
“M guel Hidalgo”, A C Hidal go
6. Asoci aci 6n de Familiares de Desaparecidos y Victims de Viol aciones a
| os Derechos Humanos en Méxi co AFADEM ( FEDEFAM Mexi co)
7. Asoci aci 6n Jal i sci ense de Apoyo a | os Grupos Indigenas (AJAG) Jalisco
8. Bri gadas Pro Derechos Humanos- Cbservadores por |a Paz
9. Casa y Cudad, A.C.

10. Casa del Puebl o, Tlalpan, D.F.
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11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
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42.
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Ce- Acatl, A C

Centro de Apoyo al Movi m ento Popul ar Oaxaquefio ( CAMPO)

Centro de Derechos Humanos de | a Montafia (Tl achinoll an, A . C.), QGuerrero
Centro de Derechos Humanos “Los Principes”, QOaxaca

Centro de Derechos Humanos “Fray Bartol omé de Las Casas”, A.C. Chiapas
Centro de Derechos Humanos “Fray Francisco de Vitoria OP.”, A C., DF.
Centro de Derechos Humanos “M guel Agustin Pro”, A.C. (PRODH), D.F.
Centro de Derechos Humanos “Tepeyac”, QOaxaca

Centro de Derechos | ndigenas (CEDI AC), Chiapas

Centro de Derechos Indigenas “Flor y Canto”, A C., Gaxaca

Centro de Derechos Humanos “Fray Matias de Cordoba”, Chiapas

Centro Regi onal de Derechos Humanos “Bartol omé Carrasco”, A C.

Centro de Estudi os Fronterizos y Pronoci é6n de | os Derechos Hunmanos,
A. C., Tamaul i pas

Centro de Estudios para el Canbio en el Canpo Mexicano

Centro de Estudi os Sociales y Culturales Antoni o Mntesinos

Centro Nacional de Conuni caci 6n Soci al ( CENCOS)

Centro de pronoci 6n y Defensa de | os Derechos Humanos, A.C., Guerrero
Centro Potosino de Derechos Humanos, A. C. (CEPODHAC), San Luis Potosi
Ci udadani a Lagunera por |os Derechos Humanos, A.C., Coahuila

Ci udadanos en Apoyo a | os Derechos Humanos A. C. (CADHAC), Nuevo Ledn
Col ectivo Mexi cano de Apoyo a |la Nifiez ( COVEXANI)

Col ectivo de Mijeres Canpesinas de |la Costa Grande de CGuerrero ( COMUCAM
Col ectivo Caxaca por |la Paz

Comi si 6n de Derechos Humanos de | a Asanbl ea de Barrios, D.F.

Comi si 6n de Derechos Humanos “La Voz de |os sin voz”, Cuerrero

Conmi si 6n de Solidaridad y Defensa de | os Derechos Humanos, A.C.
( COSYDDHAC), Chi huahua

Coni si 6n | ndependi ent e de Derechos Humanos de Morelos, A .C., Morelos
Conmi si 6n I ntercongregacional “Justicia, Paz y Vida", D.F.

Conmi si 6n Mexi cana de Defensa y Pronoci 6n de | os Derechos Humanos, A. C.
D. F.

Conmi si 6n para | a Defensa de | os Derechos Humanos, A.C., Veracruz
Coni si 6n Regi onal de Derechos Humanos “Mahat ma Gandhi”, Oaxaca
Comité de Artes, Oficio y Ecol ogia

Conité de Defensa y Apoyo a Conuni dades y Puebl os | ndi os ( CODACPI),
Cuerrero
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Def ensa de | as Libertades |ndigenas (CDLI),

Der echos
Der echos
Der echos
Der echos
Der echos
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Comit é de Derechos
Comit é de Derechos
Comit é de Derechos

Veracruz

Guanaj

Humanos
Humanos
Humanos
Humanos
Hurmanos
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Aj usco, D.F.
de | a Huasteca, Sierra Oiental
“Don Sergio”, A C., Mrelos

Chi apas

( CODDHSO)

“Fr. Pedro Lorenzo de |la Nada, O P.",

de Colima (no gubernamental), Colinma

y Orientaci 6n M guel Hidal go, A C

Puebl o Nuevo, A.C., D.F.

de Tabasco, A C. (CODEHUTAB), Tabasco

de la Sierra Norte de Veracruz,

Comité Emliano Zapata de San Nicol &s de Tot ol oapan

A C,

Conmité Sergio Méndez Arceo Pro Derechos Humanos de Tul anci ngo,
Hi dal go,

A C

Congreso Naci onal

CNl Tar ahumar a- Chi huahua

I ndi gena (CNI)

Consej o | ndi gena Popul ar Oaxaquefio “Ri cardo Fl oren Magén”

Consej o Supremo Nahuat |
Coor di nadora Naci onal
Coor di nadora Naci onal

Deca Equi po Puebl o,

A C

Def ensoras Popul ares A. C.

Def ensoria del

Desarrol | o Soci al

Espaci o Aut 6nonpb, A.C.

Foro Maya Peni nsul ar

Frente Auténtico del

Frente Civico Sinal oense,

Frente por

Frent e Regi onal

de Texcoco
de Muij eres | ndigenas

de Puebl os | ndi os

( DPAC)
Derecho a la Sal ud

y Econémico de | os Mexi canos | ndigenas,

Trabaj o ( FAT)

Secretaria de Derechos Humanos,

el Derecho a Alinentarse, A. C.

Grupo | ndi gnaci 6n,

Popul ar
A C,

del

Sureste de Veracruz

Yucat an

Instituto Guerrerense de Derechos Humanos, A.C., Guerrero

Instituto Mexi cano para el
Der echos Humanos,

K i nal

Anseti k

Li ga Mexi cana por

Jalisco

A C

Si nal oa

Desarroll o Conunitario, A C (IMEQC,

Chi apas

Area de

| a Defensa de | os Derechos Humanos (LI MEDDH FI DH)
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77. Mader as del Puebl o del Sureste, Oaxaca

78. Muj eres en Acci 6n Solidaria (MJSAS), Tabasco

79. Praxi s

80. Programa Universitario de Derechos Humanos del | TESO, Jalisco

81. Programa Universitario de Derechos Humanos, U A - Ledn, Guanajuato

82. Pronot ores de Derechos Humanos del STUNAM

83. Servicios del Pueblo M xe

84. Servicios para una Educaci 6n Alternativa, A C (EDUCA)

85. Servicio Paz y Justicia-Mxico (SERPAJ)

86. Tal l er Universitario de Derechos Humanos (TUDH), D.F.

87. Uni 6n Canpesi na Obrero Popul ar | ndependi ente, |rapuato

88. Uni 6n de Comuneros Emiliano Zapata, M chaoacéan, Guanajuato

89. Uni 6n de Comuni dades | ndi genas Nahuas de Jalisco

90. Uni 6n de Comuni dades | ndigenas de |a Zona Norte del Istno (UCH ZONI)

91. XI" Ni ch, Chiapas

The 25 non-governnental and ot her organi zations:

1. Ascur - Las segovi as

2. Agir Ensenbl e pour les droits de |’ Honme

3. M ssionary Centre of the Franciscans, Bonn

4. CAFCD

5. CCFD

6. Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL)

7. Nati onal Centre for Devel opment Cooperation, Flanders, Bel gium

8. Cl DSE

9. Cl FCA

10. DKA, Austria

11. Feder aci 6n de Asoci aci ones de Defensa y Pronoci 6n de Derechos Humanos

12. I nternational Federation of Action by Christians for the Abolition of
Torture (1 FACAT)

13. I nternational Federation of Human Rights (IFHR)

14. France Libertés-Fondation Danielle Mtterrand

15. Franci scans International and the Dom nicans

16. Humani tarian Law Project-International Educational Devel opnent

17. Instituto de estudios politicos para Arérica Latina y Africa (1EPALA)
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Net her | ands Organi sation for International Devel opnment
( NovI B)

One World Action

Oxfam GB

Worl d Organi zation agai nst Torture (QOVCT)
Pax Christi, Germany

Pax Christi Internationa

Paz y Tercer Mindo, Espafa

Terre des Homres, France

Cooperation



