
-rE:-a, 

\:zdii=
UN ITED NAT'ONS

GENERAL
A S S E M B LY

Distr,
GENERAL

A/36/766
h December l-981
ENGLISH
ORIGTNAL: ENGLISH/FRENCH/SPAN]SH

Thirty-'sixth session
Agenda item 30

INTERNAT]ONAL YEAR OF DTSABLED PERSONS

Letter d"ated. 3 December l-981 from the Permanent Representative of Spain
to the United. Nations ad,d.ressed to the Secretary*Generaf

fn connexion with agenda iten 30, relating to the International Year for
Disabled Persons, I have the honour to request you to distribute as an official-
docunent of the General- Assembly the Decfaration d.rawn up by the Conference on this
subject held. at Torremolinos, Spain.

(signed) Jaime de PINTES

Br-g)r5ro
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ANNEX

DECLARATIOIi

The World Conference on Actions and SLrategies(1)fo" Education,

Prevention and Integration organized by the Spanish Government in co-operation

with Unescoand held in Torremolinos, Malaga, Spair, from 2 to 7 November 1981,

Bearing in mind the Unj-versal Declaration of Human Bights and other relevant
instnrments of the United Nations and partlcularly the Declaration of the

Rights of the Chi1d, the Declaration on the Rights of the Disabled Persons and

the Declaration on the Rights of the l,lentally Retarded Pensms,

Stressing the urgent need to apply the conclusions and suggestions of the
present Conference, the principles which inspire fhe Long Term Plan of Action
of fhe United Nations Advisory Ccnmittee of the International Year of Disabled

Persons and such guidelines as provided by recent necomnendations, declarations
and programnes of action(z),

Deeply concerned at the fact lhat ten per cent of the world population is
affected in one way or another by handicaps and that the prospects are wonsening,

Reaffirms the need to ensure fuLI obsemance of these guidelines and

declarations ;

Enphasizes that preventioo,(3)i" a most important action and that aII strategies
concej.vable on the basis of present lorodedge strorfO be applied to avoid

handicaps, with every fanily and every persm being provided with the necessary

services.

(1) Participation by 'lOJ count,ries, 6 inf,ernational and 4 regional organi-za-
tions, 17 international governmental and non-governmental organizations,
Iisfed in annex.

(2) Prqgrarrne declaration of the Ministers of Health and Social Security of
the American Area, I,,ladrid, October 1981. Reporf of the Special Ccrnrnittee
on bhe disabled and the handicapped, Canada, House of Comnons,
Februany 1!81.

(3) For example, recommendations of t,he Joint Conrnisslon of WHO and the
International League of Societies for the Mentally Handicapped ;
PIan Nacional Espafrol de Prevencion ; Unicef Prqgramrne of Action for
1982/1983.
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UnderLines the importance of rehabilitation(4)and integration(5)as far as
possible of disabled persons, sfeps being taken to ensure that every person
receives rehabilitalion services and other support and assistance fhat mighf
be needed to reduce the handieappir€ effeets of disability, in order to bring
about the maximum possible inLegration of disabled persons and enable them
to play a constnrctive role in society ;

Mindful of the
in the life of
reconmendations

of all disabled

(4) nefraUilitation

(5) OECD report on
in the School"

International
Itthe Edueation

cruciar importance of educati-on, science, curture and inforrnation
all persons, and wishing to implemen! the above menlioned
and principles, with a view to promoting the self-furfirment
persons and their ful1 participation in social 1ife

Affirms that public authorities, cornpetent organizations and society as a
whole should take into account, when preparlng any medium or long-term strafegy
concerning disabled persons, the fr:ndamentar principres of participation,
infegration, personalizati.on, .decentralization (sectorization ), and inter-
professional co-ordinati.on, such that :

(a) Ful1 participation of disabled persons and thej-r associations
in arr declsions and actions concerni.ng thern shaL] be ensured.

(b) Disabled persons sharl have the benefit of arl services and
participate in all activities of the connunity ; f.ikewise actions
and strategies of a general character decided on for the connunity
as a whoLe -shall take due account of disabled persons.

(c) Disabled persons shaLr receive frcrn the comnnrnity services
adapted to their specific personal needs.

(d) ?hrough decentralization and sectorization of services, the need,s
of disabled persons shalr be taken into accouni and sat,i_sfied
within fhe framework of the cornrnunity to which they berong.

: 'rDeclaration of the Charter for the 80s".

of the Handieapped : Adolescent Integrafion
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(e) Tire acfivities of the various professional organizations anC

special bodies catering for" the needs of disabled persons

shall be eo-ordinaLed in such a way as fo promote the overall

development oi their personality.

Urges governments, competent governmental and non-governmental organizations'

publie opinion, persons who are disabled, their families and aLl those who

are associated in one way or another with their everyday l,ife' educatorst

researchers, nanagers, statesmen, to disseminate and put into practice the

principles of the followilg Deelaration, which it

Unanimously decides to adopt and solemnly proclairns :

Article 1

Every disabled person mr:st be able to exercise his fundamentaL right to have

full access bo educafiot't, training, culfure and information.

Article 2

Governments and national and international organizations musL take effective
action to ensure the fullest possible participabion by disabled persons.

Econonr,ic and practical support nust be given to actions aimed at the educational

and health-care needs of dlsabled persons, and for the establishment and

ruru:ing of associations of disabled persons or their famiLies. These associa-

ti-ons rnrst take parb in planning and decision-rnaking in areas that concern

disabled persons.

Article 3

Disabled persons nn:st be gi-ven the oppcrtunity to ufj.lize their creative,

artistic and intellectual potential fo the fuJ-I, not only for thej-r own

benefit bub also for the enrichment of the cornrnunity.

Article 4

Educational, cultural and connnunicaLion progranrnes in which disabled persons

are to participate must be coneeived and implemented within a global framework

of lifelong education. In this respecl, more attention should be given to the

educational aspeets of vocational rehabilitation and training.
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Article 5

so as lo put the maxirnum of Lheir capacity al the service of society, arl
persons v,iith handicaps, espeeially those with conrnunication problems, must

have aecess to edueational, cultural and information progranmes adapbed fo
their specific needs.

Article 6

Education, training, curture and information prqgramnes musi be aimed al
infegrating disabled persons info the ordinary working and living envj-ronment.
Such J-:etegration n:ust begin as early as possible in jLhe personrs life. In
order to bring this about, disabled persons rmst receive appropriate educatlon
and training, whatever their personal situatim (in :lnstitutions, at hone, in
schools, etc.), for as long as necessary.

Arficle 7

In order to reduce the incidence of handicaps and their harmful effects,
governments have the responsibility, in eo-operation with non-governmental
organizations, for ensuring early detection and appropriate LreatmenL.
Edueational prqgramnes, in whieh information and guictance for parents plays
a very importanL role, rm:st be organized fron early ilnfancy.

Article I

Family participation in the education, training, reherbilitation and development
of aII disabled persons n:r:st be increased. Appropriat;e assistance must be
provided to herp the famiries to furfir their role irr this area.

Article 9

Educators and other professionals responsible for educationaL, cultunal and
information pnogrammes must arso be quarified to deal with the specific
situations and needs of disabled persons. Their training must, consequently,
take account of this requirernent and be regularly bro,ght, up to date.
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Article '10

In view of the mediats influence on public attitudes, &d wiLh a view Lo

increasing the level of public awareness and solidarity, the content of the

information disseminated by the media as well as the training of media staff
rmst include aspects corresponding to the needs and interests of dj-sabled

persons and prepared in consultation with their assocj-ations.

ArticLe 11

Disabled persons must be Provided

for their educati-on and trai.ning.
enable the necessarY equiPment to

ArticLe 12

with the facilities and equipment necessary

To thls end every effort rnrst be made to
be manufactuned in the developirg corntries.

AII projects concerning urban development, Lhe environment and hurnan

settlements should be conceived in such a way as to facilitate the integration

and participation of disabled persons in all connnunity activities, particularly

in the field of education and eulture.

Article 13

Research airned at increasing lorowledge and its application in furtherance of
the aims of this Dec1araLion, especid-ly for adapting modern technology to
the needs of disabled persors and reducing the cost of fabrication of equipment,

must be encouraged and the results of such research disseminated widely jn order

to prornote the education, culbural development and employment of disabled

pensons.

Arbicle 14

Positive action on the part of governemnts, firms, professional organizations

and trade unions is required Lo introduce special career guidance, recruitment,

training and job advancement schemes in order to jncrease the career oppor-

tunities of disabled oersons.
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ArLicle '15

Greater international co-operation among governmental and non-governmental,
regional'and interregional organizations, includlng technical assistance with
the particular aim of setting up data banks and regional centres for personneL
lrainirg and the preparation and dissemination of progranrnes, is a prerequisite
for irnprementing the principles set forth in bhe present Declaration.

ArticLe 16

It is the responsibility of States to implement the present Declaration ;
to this end they should take all possible legislative, technical and fiscal
neasures and ensure that disabled persons, their associations and speeialized
non-governnental organizations participate in the elaboration of such measures.


