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r. IIITRODUCT]ON

1' At its l+th plenary neeting, on 18 Septenber 1981, the General Assembly
decid'ed' to include in its agend.a the item entitled "Tnternational year of Disabl-ed.Persons: report of the seeretary-General'f and. to eonsider it directly in plenarymeeting.

2' At its 57th plenary meeting, on l-3 liovember, the General Assembly decided.to pernit the Third. Connittee to deal i.rith some of the matters relating to theitem, such as the preparation of recornmendations and d.raft resolutions and their
submission to the General Assembly for adoption"

3. The Cornmittee consid.ered those matters relating to this item jointlrr 1rith
agenda items IZ, t29 and 138 at its 56tn,63rd" 66ti ana 58th neetirrg", on19' 27 and 30 ldovember and. on 1 December 1981. The views expressecl by therepresentatives of l{ember States on those matters are contained. in thl summary
record.s of those raeetings (g/c.3/36/sn.5G, 63, 66 and 5g).

h. The comr,rittee had before it the follor,ring clocuments:

(a) International Year of Disabled Persons: report of the Secretary-General(a/56/t+lt and Add..t and 2);

(t) Report of the Eeonomic and soeial council, ehapter xrx (A/36/s/ma.ril; r/
(c) Note verbal-e dated. 2 June 1981 fron the Permanent Representative of

China to the United. Illations ad.dressed to the Secretary-Genera1 (A/36/38);

U To be incorporated in Official Becoqds of the General Assembly.tni"ty-"i*th t"""iorru Srnnl.r"rra *o.

Br-lhzl+l+



II. COI'ISIDERATIOIT{ OF DRAFT ITESOLUTIOJ'] A/C. 3/36/L.79

6. At the 63rd meeting, on 2? ]'lovember, the representative of the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya introduced a clraft resolution (A/C. 3/36/L.?9) sponsorecl by Algeria,
P:gglggesh, Belgiu-rn, Ehu'tgg, Egypt, In{1g, Kur,rait, lhe Libyql .itrab-.Iarnahirifi'a'
I.,iolojgg, -||!ger:!g., O-man, _Pekistgq, Xrypjg, the Syrian Arab Republic and Yugoslavia,
later joined. by Argentina, Barbad.os, Botsvana, Chad, the.Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba,
Er salvador, ntrr@a, ce4nany" TeEeifr-Fed5riEE, cui-ri65]uiiGffi4, .@"qa,
Lebanon, lSgotfro, Liberia, Uggggascq., i"ta],l, l4auritania, l{o?embiclue, the Eb.rlippingg,
Bauai Aratia, Serle.qal, fuig, the United. Republ-ic of Tanzania, Ygne:3elau
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(a) Letter dated. p Septernber 19Bl- from the Perma.nent Representative of
Democratic i(ampuchea to the United llations ad.dressed. to the Secretary-General
(t/36/,+9:-):,

(e) Letter dated 12 llovember 1981 from tire Chairman of the Advisory Connittee
for the InternationaL Year of Disabled. Persons to the Presid-ent of the General
Assembly (t/16/6f Z),,

(f) llote verbale d.ated 20 lilovember 1981 from the Permanent Representative
of Yugoslavia to the United. ltrations acldressed to the Secretary-General (A/56/fll-);

(S) Letter dated. 25 I'iovember 19BI fron the Permanent Representative of
Viet i,tam to the Unitect irlations addressecl to the Secretary-General (6/3$/lZ6) -

5. At the 56th meeting, on 19 lVovernber, the Assistant Secretary-Genera1 for
Social Develotrrrrent and Humanitarian Affairs made an introductory statement.

Viet itram antl Zaire.

same meeting, the representative of the Libyan Arab Jarnahiriya oraIly
clraft resolution as follor"rs:

(a) In operative paragraph 15, r'rhieh read as follows:

"15. 4lgg_-gaq9_gpon the Secretary-General to tahe all necessary
measures to strengt,hen ana expand technical- co*operation activities in
developing countries relating to the disabled, especially in the areas of
prevention of clisability, rehabilitation and integration of disabled in their
societies, r.rith particular emphasis on the need to d.evelop and strengthen
indigenous capacities ancl capabilities;"

the word.s "and. the heads of the specialized agencies" I'rere inserted betl'reen the
words "the Secretarlr-Qsneral" anil "to take all necessary measures''1

(t) In operative paragraph 17, r'rhich read- as follows:

"17. Invites" as a matter of priority, I,rember States, organizations and
bodies of tfre United. liations system, as well as governmental and
non*governmental organizations concerned- and. mass media to continue to

7. At the
revised. the
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undertake public information prograrnmes, inclucling the continuation of thepresent infonuation activities of the IYDP Secretariat for tire nationalcomrnittees, r'iith a view to maliing all sections of the population increasinglyalrare of issues relating to the disabled.;',

the word's t'rYDP secretariat" were replace<l by "centre for social Development an6I{umanitarian Affairs".

B. At the 65trr meeting, on 30 llovernber, the attention of the connmittee l.ras d.ravnto the statement on the administrative and financial iroplications of the draftresoLution (A/c. 3/56/r"go).

9' At the 58th rneeting' on l December, the re'presentative of Argg$ina proposedthe insertion of a ne\.r operative paragraph r!, irhich read as folloi,rs :

"15. Ilg.t€g member States to promote close and effeetive co-operation
betr'reen d-eveloped' and cleveloping countries through a transfer of technology
and of the resul-ts of researeh and exchanges of information on the preventionof disability antt the rehabilitation of d.isabled. personsl"

and the consequential- renumbering of the remaining paragraphs.

10. The proposal of Argentina r,ras accepted by the sponsors and the draftresolution r,ras revised. accord.ingly.

11. At the same meeting, the Committee ailopted the draft resolution, as revised,without a vote (see para. I2).

III. nECOl,li4ENDATfOi'f OF

l-2" The Third. Cornmittee recommends to the
folJ-owing draft resolution:

THE TIi]RD COI"&I]TTEE

General Asseinbly the ad-option of the

inlerqational lqar of Disabled persons

The GeneraL Asseqlbl]',

Reea1ling its resolution 3I/IZ3 of 16 December 1976, by vhieh it proclaimed
the year 198t International year of Disa.bled. persons"

n.c"ffine_"fgg- its resolution 32/l.33 of 16 December 1977, by irhich it
established the Ad.visory Comnittee for the International- Year of Disabled. persons,
33h70 of 20 Decernber 19T8, sl+/t>t+ of 1T December r97g, in r.ihich it, inler_alia,
decid'ed' to expand the theme of the International Year of Disabled perE6nsE-
"Full participation and- equarity", and 3j/r33 of 13 December t980,

Deeply co-ncerned. that no fess than five hundred. million persons are estimatedto suffer from disabilitl' of one form or another, of r.rhom four hundrect million are
estimated. to be in the d.eveloping countries,
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{eiteratj.nE; the continuing need to proroote the realization of the right of
disabled. persons to participate fulIy in the social life and development of their
societies anCL to enjoy living conditions equal to those of other citizens, as '.re1l
as an eqr-ra1 share in the irnprovements in living conditions resul-tin3. from social
ancl econornic devel-onment ..

Recop'ni z.lno that the observance of the International Year of Disabled Persons
nas contritutea to the attainment of these objectives,

Recognizing lulso_ that a large nurnber of d-isab1ed. persons are victinis of var
and other forms of violence, and thal the International Year of Disabl-ed- Persons
has contributed. tor,rards the reaffirmation of the need- for continued and reinforced
co--operation among nations for lrorld" peace,

Believing th,at the activities undertal-.en by the international- cornmunity in
observing the International Year of Disabled. Persons constitute a first essential
step toi,rards the achievement of the objectives of the Year,

Convinced. that the tiinely and significant impetus generated by the activities
of thb*-Tiffi-ationa]- Year of Disabled Persons shoul-d be maintained. and reinforced
with appropriate follorr--up action at all J.eve1s,

Ta.kinc note of the efforts of l{ember States during the International Year of
OisaUl6dEEo-ns to inprove tl:re conditions and r,rell*being of the disabled,

at the convening of the iiorld. Syraposi-um of Ex'perts
on Technical Co,'operation aflIong Developing Countries and Technical Assistance in
Disability Prevention and. Rehabilitation, at Vienna, fron 12 to 23 October, as lrel1
as of the World. Conference on Actions and Strategies for Ed.ucationo Prevention ancl
Integration, at Torreraolinos from 2 to T l:;lovember 1981, organized. by the United
t{ations Educatioiral, Scientific and. Cultural Organization in observance of the Year"

Talcl{rg note r"rith appreciation of the progress mad.e in the elaboration of a
i{orld. Progra:nme of Action concerning Disabled Persons,

Having consiclergg the report of the Secretary-General il on the inplementation
of ::esolution 35/f33,

Having al-so conside{ed. the report of the Ad-visory Committee for the
International- Year of Disabled Persons 3/ on its thircl session,

l-. Expresses its satisfaction to all i'lember States lrhich elaborated national
policies and prograinmes for tire irnpleinentation of the objectives of the
International Yea.r of Disabled. Persons:,

4 I\/36/4Tt.

tr/ A/36/)+7llAdd.1.
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2. Talees nqle of the aetivities undertaken by organizations of the United
Nations "yffi-Effi-Tte relevant non.-governmental organizations in the observance
of the InternationaL Year of Disabled Personsg

3. Urges l{ember States to make every effort to consolidate and- build further'
on the results of the International Year of Disabled Persons in order to seeure
'prevention of d.isability, rehabilitation and full integration of the d.isablecl
in the society and., in this respect" to consid.er rriaintaining, vhere appropriate,
the national Cororirittees or similar bodies establ-ished for the Year;

l+. Agai-n invi-bes l{ember States to submit national reports to the Secretary-
General on their implementation of the Plan of Action for the International Year
of Disab1ed Persons and., in particular, to eonsid.er elaborating, on the basis of
their experiences, national long-term prograJnnes of action in the fielcl of
disability;

5. Requestg the Secretary-Genera1 to convene in 1982 a meeting of the
Atlvisory Committee of the fnternational Year of Disabled Persons to finalize the
clraft Idorld Programme of Action concerning Disabled. Persons, in the light of
conments by l{ember States, international organizations and relevant non-goverrunental
organizations, with a view to its ad.option by the General- Assembly at its
thirty-seventh session I

6. Requests. the Ad.visory Comrnittee to consider at its fourth session the
ad.visability of proclaiming the period. 1983..-1992 as the United ldations Decade of
Disabled Persons and to subndt its vier.rs to the General Assemblv at its
thirty-seventh session I

T. Requests the Advisory Committee to study the possibility of creating an
optional international identity eartt for disabled persons with the rurpose of
facilitating the international travel of disabled persons;

B. Urges the Secretary-General to talie the necessary measures to assure the
successful foIlor'r-up of the International Year of Disabled Persons, in particular
the finaLization of the ilorld Prograrnme of Aetion concerning Disabled Personsl

9, Also -requests the Secretary-GeneraL and- heacls of s"oecialized. agencies
and other relevant organizations of the United llations system to ensure necessary
co-operation and. co-ordination of their activities relating to the d.isableti.;

l-0. Further requests the regional corrmissions to give high nriority to the
formuLation and implenentation of regional prograrames rel-ated to equalization of
opportunities for d.isabl-ed. persons, as weli as prevention and rehabilitation, and
urges the specialized agencies and relevant organs of the Unitect Nations system to
continue the implenentation of such progralnmes;

11. Invites relevant non-governmental organizations to continue and expand
their progffi related to the clisabled. in order to maintain the momentun given
by the International Year of Disabled. Personsl
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l'2. Uefgqneg_ the eontributions made by Governments and private sources to
the United. llations Trust Fund" for the fnternational Year of Disabled Persons and
appeals for further voluntary contributions rrhich l.rould facilitate the fol-low-up
of the Year:

13. Ca4s upog the Secretary*General to use an appropriate portion of those
voluntary contributions to support and strengthen activi-bies in the developing
countries related. to the Interna.tional Year of Disabled Persons, including the
strengthening of organizations of ctisabl-ed. persons;

14. !lfgg.E_ the Secretary-General, the specialized agencies ancl other Unitecl
Nations bodies and. organizations to undertalie or expedite the measures already
und.er way to improve employroent opportunities for disabled persons within these
bodies at a1l- leveIs and to improve access to their building and facilities and to
their information sources ;

15. Invites I'{ember States to pronote cfose and effective co-operation bet'lreen
d.eveloped and. d.eveloping countries through a transfer of technology and of the
resuLts of researeh and exehanges of infornation on the prevention of d.isability
and the rehabilitation of d.isabled. personsl

16. AIso cafls upon the Secretary-General and the head.s of the specialized.
ageneies to take all- necessary measures to strengthen and expand technical
co-operation activities in developing countries relating to the disabled.,
especiall;r in the areas of prevention of disability, rehabilitation and
integration of clisabl-ed. in their societies, r*ith particular emphasis on the need
to develop and. strengthen indigenous capacities and capabilities;

17. Stqesses the inrportance of strengthening support services for the
exchange of technical information and transfer of technology and knor.r-hor'r, as r,rel1
as other activities for the d.evelopment of teehnical co-operation in the fields of
prevention, rehabil-itation and egualization of ooportunities in developing
countries, anil notes r.rith appreciation the offer of the Government of Yugoslavia l+/
to eontribute in this ctirection;

18. Invitelr as a matter of priority, i{ember States, organizations and
bod.ies of EEG-lted llations system, as r,reIl as governmental and non*governmental
organizations concerned. and mass med.ia, to continue to undertake public
inforrnation progralnmes, includ.ing the continuation of the present information
activities of the Centre for Social Development and Ilumanitarian Affairs for
the national- conmittees, with a vier.r to rna"hing all sections of the population
increasingly aware of issues relating to the disabled.;

19. Decid.es to inelude in the provisional agencla of its thirty-seventh
session an item entitled "l'lorld Progranme of Action concerning Disabled. Persons"
and requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at that
session on the implementation of the present resolution.

y A/36/TLr.




