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The meeting was called to order at 10.20 a.m .

OPENING OF THE SESSION

The PRESIDENT said that the session was taking place at the end of a

decade which had seen the emergence of an unprecedented international consensus

on development through a series of global conferences. It was becoming clear at

the same time, however, that current levels of implementation must be greatly

accelerated if the goals set at those conferences were to be fully attained.

While the forces of global integration were opening up new vistas for growth,

they could also create serious risks of instability if not carefully managed.

Global conferences were the world community’s response to a disorderly

process of globalization. It was a modern response because the conferences

creatively combined the differentiated roles of Governments, markets, business,

trade unions and major groups of civil society; a practical response because

their conclusions and recommendations were grounded not in a limited ideological

view of society, but in collective efforts to define problems and to identify

the best practices and policy options for dealing with them; and an orderly

response because they highlighted the rupture of many of the basic balances that

were essential for social stability.

The collective vision of the summits and conferences did not confront

globalization, but instead purported to use its energy in more equitable ways.

It acknowledged the significant role which markets currently played, while

highlighting their inadequate responses to many social and ecological needs. It

also underscored the importance of international cooperation and individual

responsibility in dealing with problems.

While significant progress had been made in the effort to reduce poverty in

many parts of the world, the absolute number of people living in poverty was

still rising, and unemployment and underemployment remained serious problems.

It was therefore of paramount importance to mobilize commitment on the part of

all countries to the global development agenda that was emerging from the major

conferences of the 1990s.
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The Council must continue to play a role in renewing that commitment by

serving as an effective forum in which Governments, the United Nations system

and civil society could debate the major cross-cutting themes of the

conferences. The Council should also promote coherence among the activities of

the funds, programmes and specialized agencies and organizations and ensure that

the follow-up to the conferences was done in an effective and coordinated manner

within its subsidiary machinery.

The Council’s efforts over the previous two years had yielded positive

results in those areas. Its deliberations on major conference themes, such as

poverty eradication, an enabling environment for development, basic social

services for all, human rights and gender equality and equity, had helped to

define the broad orientations and modalities which the United Nations system

must pursue in order to carry forward the conferences’ goals at the global,

regional and national levels.

In response to those priorities, the Administrative Committee on

Coordination (ACC) had set up three inter-agency task forces to provide

integrated support by the United Nations system for action at the country level

in the areas of basic social services for all, full employment and sustainable

livelihoods, and an enabling environment for economic and social development.

The Council had found the preliminary results of the task forces’ work promising

and looked forward to a more comprehensive review of their work on the basis of

the Secretary-General’s report and its own dialogue with the chairpersons of the

task forces.

The current session would permit the Council to engage in a dialogue with

its functional and regional commissions, with the funds and programmes and with

some of the organizations of the system to ensure that operational activities

for development supported the crucial cross-cutting goals of the global

conferences. He hoped that the discussions would provide a good overview of the

achievements and shortcomings of the system’s overall efforts to follow-up the

conferences and of its relations with other major actors in development at the

national, regional and international levels.

The session also provided an opportunity to lay the groundwork for the

Council’s substantive session in July 1998 by helping to define its role in the

substantive review of conferences, and in particular the forthcoming five-year

review of the International Conference on Population and Development, the World
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Summit for Social Development, the Fourth World Conference on Women and the

United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II). The Secretary-

General had proposed that the Council should invite intergovernmental bodies of

the United Nations system to contribute to that review by examining relevant

cross-cutting themes. Indeed, as the new millennium approached, it was

important for the Council to review overall progress towards the achievement of

the goals of the major global conferences.

Mr. DESAI (Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs)

said that the Council’s current session on the integrated and coordinated

implementation and follow-up of major United Nations conferences and summits was

part of a process which had begun some two years previously with the Council’s

efforts to address the issue of how to coordinate the follow-up to the

recommendations of those conferences and summits. While each conference had

been a separate process with its own constituency, outcome and arrangements for

monitoring and implementation, there were certain common areas of action which

required coordination at the intergovernmental, operational and inter-agency

levels. Taken together, the conferences constituted a body of doctrine that

could shape international cooperation for development and identify the role of

public policy in a rapidly changing world. It was for the Council to determine

the role it could play in that process.

At the same time, it must be recognized that the support received by the

global conferences was specific to each conference and that there was no general

support for United Nations conferences as such. The challenge was therefore to

find a balance between the role to be played by the processes that were specific

to each conference and the role that could be played by a coordinating

institution, such as the Council.

As the principal organ of the United Nations in the economic and social

field, the Council could make a crucial contribution by providing guidance on

issues that were common to the major conferences. The Council could also play a

key management role for its different subsidiary bodies by monitoring the

implementation of many of the common targets set by the conferences.

One of the areas on which the Council could focus was that of finance,

where it could link conference goals to progress made in securing the financial

assistance to meet those goals. It could also provide guidance to its
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functional commissions by identifying possible areas of overlap and duplication

in their work plans.

Another important issue was the general requirement that the Council should

also give policy guidance to the executive boards of United Nations funds and

programmes, which were important instruments for implementing the outcomes of

the global conferences and part of the Council’s machinery. It was important to

determine the nature of that "guidance" without pre-empting the responsibility

of the executive boards.

The Council had a key role to play as the coordinator of the activities and

priorities of the United Nations funds and programmes. In that connection, ACC

had instructed its standing machinery to ensure that the working methods and

approaches which had been used by the inter-agency task forces were carried

forward and applied to areas not previously covered by the task forces.

Lastly, the Council had a key role to play in coordinating specific

modalities for cooperation at the country level in the implementation and

follow-up of the major conferences. If the Council succeeded in giving shape to

the totality of the work of the recent global conferences, then it would have

succeeded in its mission of establishing a basis for international development

cooperation, which was the most fundamental task of the Council and indeed of

the Organization.

GENERAL DEBATE ON NATIONAL EXPERIENCES WITH THE COORDINATED AND INTEGRATED
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE OUTCOME OF UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCES BY THE UNITED
NATIONS SYSTEM

Mr. WIBISONO (Observer for Indonesia), speaking on behalf of the Group

of 77 and China, said that the Group considered that the current special session

was important to ensure that the outcome of the major United Nations

conferences, each with similar goals, was implemented in an integrated way so as

to achieve optimum use of resources. The current subject-oriented approach was

a positive step. The Council was also the appropriate forum in which to address

the issue of coordinated follow-up, in keeping with the strengthening of its

coordination role mandated by the Charter.

The Group also welcomed the comprehensive report of the Secretary-General

(E/1998/19), which was a clear indication of the commitment to achieve better

coordination and reap the full potential of the conferences. It agreed that

there should be substantive interaction among the functional commissions in the
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preparation of the five-year reviews of conferences. It would also be useful to

incorporate the outcome of the segments of the Council dealing with cross-

cutting issues into those reviews.

The Group of 77 attached great importance to the efforts of ACC to

integrate internationally agreed programmes into national policies and

activities through its inter-agency task forces. Although that was an extremely

complex area, given the overlapping elements of the development agenda, efforts

at the field level had provided Governments with useful input in implementing

the agreed commitments in a more integrated and coordinated manner. It was

essential throughout the follow-up process to maintain dialogue with

Governments, which had primary responsibility for those activities. Activities

conducted through the resident coordinator system had also proven useful. Civil

society had a role to play in achieving the goals and objectives of the global

conferences, and a constructive dialogue should be maintained at the country

level among all sectors involved in implementation.

In an effort to continue the work of the task forces after the end of their

mandates in December 1997, the lessons learned from the past must be considered,

especially the need for sharing of responsibilities and for closer collaboration

within the United Nations system without creating another layer of bureaucracy.

It was an inescapable fact that follow-up activities required financial

resources and that the developing countries were in particular need of

substantial new and additional funds for conference implementation. The ongoing

issue of the decline in official development assistance would therefore remain a

major problem to be resolved. Since poverty eradication was the overriding

goal, the expected outcome of the major conferences was ultimately to elevate

and enhance the situation of the human person.

Mr. GOMERSALL(United Kingdom), speaking on behalf of the European

Union, the associate countries of Bulgaria, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Estonia,

Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia and, in

addition, Iceland, said that the European Union believed that the Council had a

key role to play in ensuring that the follow-up to the global conferences was

well-integrated, coordinated and effective. It welcomed the interactive format

of the meetings, which should lead to action-oriented recommendations at the

substantive session of the Council. It also welcomed the report of the
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Secretary-General (E/1998/19), in particular the explicit recommendations for

Member States to consider.

The Council had a special advantage over its subsidiary bodies with regard

to cross-cutting issues, and the report provided a basis for further discussion

on its role. The recommendations relating to the Council and its subsidiary

bodies should be seen in the light of the ongoing negotiations in the context of

General Assembly resolution 50/227. Some specific examples of how coordination

was working at the country level would have been helpful.

The European Union welcomed the reference in the report to the strategy

devised by the Development Assistance Committee of the Organisation for Economic

Cooperation and Development (OECD) for development coordination for the twenty-

first century, and reaffirmed its commitment to the target of halving the

proportion of people living in extreme poverty by 2015. It called on all

Governments to adopt that target as the basis for a collaborative international

effort to eliminate poverty, while recognizing the basic responsibility of each

country for its own development policy. It also welcomed the emphasis on the

need to develop a coherent set of basic indicators and to strengthen the

capacity of the multilateral system and countries themselves to collect and

analyse statistics, in order to be able to monitor the implementation of

conference goals. Such an emphasis on results helped to convince public opinion

in both donor and recipient countries that poverty could be eradicated.

Adequate funding for implementation remained essential for developing

countries, in particular the least developed countries. However, it was also

important to pay attention to the targeting of development assistance towards

areas recognized as the major priorities of the global conferences. The

international development targets emanating from the United Nations conferences,

given their comprehensive nature and international legitimacy, offered a

framework for energizing political will to move development issues farther up on

the international agenda and thereby achieve tangible progress towards the

ultimate objective: the eradication of poverty.

Mr. NISHIGAHIRO (Japan) said that there were several points concerning

follow-up to the global conferences that required consideration both at the

intergovernmental level and within the United Nations system. First, the role

of the Council as the vehicle through which preparatory bodies reported on their

activities was severely limited, and in many cases the Council was not expected
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to provide substantial input. Its coordinating role for the functional

commissions, funds and programmes was important, but its substantive

contributions on cross-cutting issues were as well. In order to enhance that

role, care should be taken in choosing themes for the high-level and

coordination segments of the Council, so that those discussions could contribute

to the conference review process. His delegation supported the proposal that

meetings should be convened between the Bureau of the Council and those of

individual commissions, taking into account the problem of funding the

participants’ travel costs. In addition, civil society had come to play a

significant role in major United Nations conferences; accordingly, it was

important to consider effective ways for non-governmental organizations to

participate in the follow-up process.

His delegation commended the Secretary-General’s efforts, through ACC, to

enhance the effectiveness of inter-agency follow-up mechanisms. However, there

was a need for greater transparency in its activities and for a system to ensure

that it acted in accordance with the intentions of Member States.

Follow-up to the global conferences, in the end, came down to

implementation at the field level in each country. For coordination to be

effective, a system was needed to convey the results of discussions at

Headquarters to field level and to implement them. The resident coordinator

system played a particularly important role in that area. For the most part,

the subjects addressed through that follow-up, such as population or gender

mainstreaming, had a natural place in country development plans and the

operational activities of funds and programmes. His delegation welcomed the

progress made jointly by the United Nations, the Bretton Woods institutions and

the OECD Development Assistance Committee in using common indicators to monitor

outcomes. In conclusion, his delegation hoped that the current session of the

Council would provide new momentum to the efforts of the international community

to summon the political will to implement the outcomes of the major conferences.

Mr. POWLES (New Zealand) said that his delegation fully supported the

Council’s efforts to provide a forum where key issues of international economic

and social cooperation could be debated openly and appreciated the efforts to

allow an open, interactive dialogue. Too often, the work of the United Nations

seemed to become focused on the negotiation of agreed texts, stifling real

debate and directing attention away from the exchange of ideas and towards the
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wording of drafts. New Zealand also supported efforts to remove overlap and

duplication among agencies with responsibility for implementing conference

outcomes, and would welcome expansion of the current efforts to keep Member

States informed of the activities of ACC and to provide regular briefings on its

work.

Mr. TANASESCU (Romania) said that, from its experience in the first

few years of implementing the programmes of action resulting from the major

global conferences, his Government believed that actions and coordinated follow-

up at the national level were crucial for successful implementation. The

adoption of national programmes which identified precise goals adapted to

domestic needs and available resources was an essential first step. There also

appeared to be some imbalance at the national level in the amount of attention

paid to the different programmes of action, due in part to varying institutional

capacity in specific areas, for example, environment or population. The cross-

sectoral nature of the activities required to implement national programmes had

led to the development of a new culture of horizontal cooperation among the

governmental institutions involved.

Monitoring progress at the national level required an adequate set of

indicators, systematic data collection and periodic reporting and assessment.

In that regard, the national reporting system proposed by the Division for

Sustainable Development in preparation for the special session of the General

Assembly was very helpful. The United Nations system could contribute to the

follow-up process by offering input from the Statistical Commission to the

debate on new indicators. His delegation welcomed the contribution of the

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) to the identification of indicators

for sustainable human development and its encouragement and assistance in the

preparation of national human development reports, which could be a useful

instrument in the follow-up process at the national level.

The functional commissions should retain their responsibility for

evaluating trends in follow-up to the conferences, as they offered the ideal

framework for participation and dialogue among all sectors involved. Their

conclusions should offer further substantive guidance to the Council. In turn,

the Council should enhance its role in promoting coordination between the United

Nations system and the Bretton Woods institutions.
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Mr. TCHOULKOV(Russian Federation) said that the initiative to hold

the current special session of the Council gave an idea of its potential in the

area of coordinating the decisions of the global conferences. Fundamental to

the follow-up process was interaction between inter-agency structures and the

intergovernmental machinery responsible for implementation. The commendable

work of the ACC task forces in that area should continue, although there was

still room for improvement. The current review must be transparent and could

not be conducted in isolation from efforts to reform the United Nations in the

economic and social fields. Any decisions should take into account the

negotiations surrounding General Assembly resolution 50/227. The report of the

Secretary-General contained many useful recommendations; care must be taken,

however, not to burden the functional commissions with additional instructions

that would be difficult to implement, bearing in mind that their mandates went

beyond the implementation of global conferences.

One of the most important results of the global conferences had been the

strengthening of interaction between the United Nations and the Bretton Woods

institutions, and their participation in ACC continued to strengthen those ties.

Improvements could still be made at the country level, however. In his

delegation’s view, the recommendations in the report did not fully reflect the

situation in the field. The resident coordinator system remained key to

country-level implementation of conference decisions, and the Turin seminar

referred to in the report had been very helpful. The guidelines for the

resident coordinators should be discussed at the intergovernmental level,

however.

Mr. CHO (Republic of Korea) said that the current meeting demonstrated

the Council’s commitment to strengthening its coordination and management

capacity vis-à-vis its subsidiary bodies and the United Nations system at large

and to embracing the spirit of reform.

Individual Governments had the primary responsibility for translating

internationally agreed upon goals into a pragmatic set of national strategies,

policies and programmes. Without question, the United Nations system could

provide valuable support to them at various stages of implementation. To

provide a coordinated, efficient and integrated means of support for government

efforts to implement conference outcomes, the strengthening of the guiding role

of ACC and the effective use of the resident coordinator system were essential.
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His delegation commended the work of the ACC inter-agency task forces in that

respect. However, future reports of the Secretary-General should include actual

accounts as to how the ACC guidelines for programming could be applied at the

field level.

Over the past three decades, the Republic of Korea had made significant

progress towards poverty eradication, through rapid economic growth coupled with

substantial investment in human development. In recent years, his Government

had reoriented its development policy by placing more emphasis on social

development issues, reflecting its firm resolve to embrace the emerging

international consensus on the new concepts of development. The new policy

framework successfully incorporated the goals and objectives of the global

conferences into a coordinated development agenda. The new administration which

had been inaugurated in the Republic of Korea in February 1998 had emphasized

the importance of pursuing democracy, based on respect for human rights and the

rule of law, in parallel with economic development. For the implementation of

specific conferences, his Government had entrusted a lead ministry or agency

with the task of government-wide coordination and of cooperation with civil

society in each sector. It had also attempted to engage civil society in

conference follow-up, including capacity-building, from the outset.

Mr. HYNES (Canada) said that the major United Nations conferences held

over the past decade represented a historic phase in the evolution of

international cooperation not only on development questions but also on a broad

range of economic, social and environmental issues. The impact and enduring

validity of the policy directions which had emerged from those conferences was

evident in the extent to which they had suffused the domestic agendas of

Governments and non-governmental entities in all parts of the world.

In Canada, the conferences had all played an immense role in engaging and

energizing government agencies and civil society in national action and

international cooperation. The conferences had also had a great impact on

international organizations outside the ambit of the United Nations. They had

played a crucial role in shaping the United Nations and had served to

recalibrate priorities and set the agenda for the social, developmental and

environmental work of the United Nations system on the eve of a new millennium.

The report of the Secretary-General (E/1998/19) demonstrated the influence of

the conferences in unifying the entire United Nations system behind that agenda,
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and provided an excellent basis from which to proceed. The meeting was a

starting point for that process.

The Council’s objectives at the current session should be to ensure that

there was a full appreciation of the results accomplished to date, not only at

the intergovernmental level but also at the field level; and to try to develop

an understanding of the challenges and possible alternative approaches for

continued action in the future, without getting tied up in negotiations, since

there was a great deal of commonality of views on what needed to be done. His

delegation welcomed the participation of representatives of specialized

agencies, and also hoped that non-governmental organizations and other

representatives of civil society would be involved, since civil society had

played a crucial role both in shaping and in implementing the outcomes of

conferences.

The inter-agency task forces had clearly played a critical role in ensuring

coherent system-wide follow-up to the various conferences. It was important to

ensure effective successor arrangements, and the Council had a responsibility to

offer guidance in that respect. Whatever form those arrangements took, they

must entail effective action on all key conference goals, including human

rights; and they must include regular, built-in opportunities for the exchange

of information and ideas with intergovernmental bodies, functional commissions,

executive boards and the Council itself. The current session, and the new

practice of giving briefings to the Council after each ACC meeting, enhanced the

transparency of the inter-agency system, but there was still much room for

improvement. The relationship between the legislative and executive arms of the

Organization’s coordination machinery should be further developed. Careful

consideration should be given to the Secretary-General’s suggestions that the

Council should pursue further initiatives in that area. The experiment which

the Council was embarking on was an important element of the reform process and

of the adaptation of the United Nations system as a whole to the needs of the

next decade and beyond. The "Millennium Assembly" proposed for the year 2000

should conduct a forward-looking assessment of the division of labour, mandates

and comparative advantages of the component parts of the system. The decisions

emanating from that Assembly should help to advance the reform agenda and ensure

that the United Nations system was prepared to meet the economic, social and
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environmental challenges facing the international community in the new

millennium.

Mr. CHOWDHURY(Bangladesh) said that his delegation fully supported

the statement made on behalf of the Group of 77 and China.

Some delegations had referred to the follow-up to General Assembly

resolution 50/227; the outcome of those negotiations would contribute to the

exercise which the Council would undertake at its substantive session, so there

might be a need for linkage between the two exercises at that session.

The Council should consider what role it could play to support effective

country-level operationalization of the outcome of conferences; while

integration and coordination were important, they should not be pursued at the

expense of implementation. Dialogue at the country level between Governments,

donors and other partners was also essential to effective implementation.

The United Nations should focus on identifying countries which needed

special attention, particularly the least developed countries. There was a huge

gap between the ACC process and country-level coordination. Since very few

countries had prepared country strategy notes, the United Nations Development

Assistance Framework (UNDAF) could not be effective in promoting coordinated

follow-up to conferences. Resident representatives, regional commissions, civil

society and the private sector should all play a significant role at the country

level. Bangladesh had benefited tremendously from the participation of civil

society in promoting the effective implementation of the outcome of conferences;

however, it was important to encourage the private sector to focus on social

development aspects.

His delegation fully supported the 15 indicators listed in box 2 of the

report of the Secretary-General (E/1998/19). The Council needed to identify

major development targets and goals and link them to the availability of

financial resources. His delegation felt that poverty eradication should be a

major objective of the exercise, and that the 20-20 initiative promoted at the

World Social Summit could give better focus to the appropriate allocation of

resources. In many countries, a rights-based approach was a very important way

of internalizing the outcome of major conferences in their development process

and efforts.

Ms. KRISHNA (India) said that her delegation associated itself with

the statement made on behalf of the Group of 77 and China.
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Through the recent cycle of global conferences, the international community

had identified crucial social priorities that needed to be tackled as a matter

of urgency, especially since the State was retreating in most parts of the

world. It was ironic that at the very time the international community had been

able to reach a consensus on social priorities, there was an atmosphere of aid

fatigue and a questioning of the efficacy of international development

cooperation. The Council must focus its efforts not merely on reviewing

implementation at the national level, but also on how to enhance and strengthen

international cooperation to implement the various conference outcomes. The

entire United Nations system should be involved in the follow-up process, and

the Council should seek to ensure efficient coordination between the various

actors.

The ACC task forces constituted an unprecedented system-wide effort in

providing integrated, coordinated and productive support to Governments in the

follow-up to conference outcomes, and provided a useful framework for enhanced

cooperation between the Bretton Woods institutions and other organizations in

supporting follow-up at the country level. In that context, her delegation

urged that national priorities and concerns be taken into account. It supported

the proposal for the Council to conduct an overall review of programmes on

cross-cutting themes and the effectiveness of United Nations system support for

attainment of conference goals by the year 2000, and believed that it would be

useful for the governing bodies of the United Nations system to contribute to

that review.

Interaction between the various functional commissions and the Secretariat

in preparation for the five-year reviews of major conferences was also useful;

since some sectoral issues were common to all conference outcomes, reports on

such issues could usefully be made available to other relevant functional

commissions. The mid-term preparatory review processes should also take into

account the deliberations and outcome of the Council’s various segments when

they took up cross-cutting themes, even though they did not always reflect

intergovernmental consensus.

The Secretary-General’s organizational recommendations would enhance

coordination; at the same time, there should be open, transparent and

participatory procedures to ensure full consultation with Member States,

particularly in facilitating arrangements for intergovernmental deliberation and
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negotiation. Her delegation supported efforts to enhance international focus on

cross-sectoral themes, but cautioned that the balance in each conference outcome

between cross-sectoral and sectoral issues needed to be maintained and treated

as an integrated whole. Her delegation supported the involvement of civil

society and non-governmental organizations in the follow-up to conferences.

Further consideration needed to be given to modalities for coordinated and

integrated reports to be used within the United Nations system, since there was

a wide diversity of reporting which in many cases was based entirely on the

voluntary exchange of information.

Mr. ESCANERO (Mexico) said that his delegation hoped that the current

session would mark the beginning of better interaction between the Council and

ACC. The major conferences and summits had made significant contributions to

the definition and coordination of the international agenda for development and

international cooperation, and had highlighted the need for integration, which

required adjustments and reforms at the national, inter-agency and

intergovernmental levels. At the national level, countries had had to carry out

major political reforms, often limited by the shortage of resources. At the

intergovernmental level, in some negotiating bodies the integration effort had

posed a risk to previously agreed commitments. The coordinating role of the

Council, within the framework of the reform process, was of great importance and

was a fundamental component in projecting the consensus reached at major

conferences into development in its broadest sense. The Council needed to be

strengthened, along with its subsidiary bodies and its links to the relevant

United Nations bodies, on the basis of an integration exercise which avoided

duplication and waste and supported the progress achieved at each of the

conferences.

Mr. WINNICK (United States of America) referred the Council to the

statement which he had made on the same agenda item at the substantive session

on 16 July 1997. He said that his delegation very much welcomed the ACC

decision, as reflected in paragraph 41 of the Secretary-General’s report

(E/1998/19), to widely disseminate information about the outputs of the three

task forces established in 1995 to address the cross-cutting aspects of various

global conferences. That initiative should help remedy the current scarcity of

information in that regard, while contributing to closer cooperation between the

Council and ACC. It was important to emphasize the collaborative and co-equal
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nature of the relationship between those two bodies, ensuring that the current

session facilitated greater cooperation between them.

Mr. ASADI (Observer for the Islamic Republic of Iran) said that only a

comprehensive approach to implementation and follow-up of major United Nations

conferences and summits would ensure that economic and social development issues

were addressed in a balanced manner. While cross-cutting issues should be

integrated, the results of one conference should not be applied indiscriminately

to all other conferences, irrespective of context and substance. The follow-up

to the Rio Conference had focused on the environment at the expense of

development, while the recommendations in the Programme of Action of the Vienna

Conference had been implemented selectively and in an uneven manner. The common

objective of all conferences was to strike a balance in social and economic

development, which required a genuine spirit of cooperation between all parties

involved.

Mr. STAEHLIN (Observer for Switzerland) said that the initiative of

convening the current session was very timely; the follow-up process was on

track, and yet was sufficiently new and flexible to be adjusted, if necessary.

The session would make it possible to see different perspectives on the same

theme on the part of the various actors, especially through the interactive

dialogue of round tables, and also to gain more and better information on the

same or similar topics taken up in other bodies. His delegation welcomed the

work carried out by ACC, and encouraged it to continue on its course and to

maintain transparency, a very important aspect for Governments in strengthening

dialogue at all levels. At the intergovernmental level, the Council had a

crucial role to play in promoting and facilitating the coherent and coordinated

implementation of the action programmes of major conferences. His delegation

was in favour of all measures in support of that role, particularly exchanges of

information between the Council and its subsidiary bodies, where the problem

that arose was the relevance of information and how to make it more easily

useable.

His delegation attached particular importance to coordinated follow-up at

the country level, collaboration and coordination with the Bretton Woods

institutions and civil society, and the development of a set of common basic

indicators and strengthening of the capacity of countries to collect and analyse
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statistical data so as to show the progress made in achieving the goals and

objectives of major conferences and summits.

Mr. HAMDAN (Lebanon) said that his delegation was convinced of the

importance of disseminating information about and drawing lessons from the

experience of individual countries in the follow-up to major conferences, so

that it could be integrated into future conference decisions and

recommendations. The Secretariat should prepare a special report to that end,

drawing on the reports of the resident coordinators.

For its part, Lebanon had established a committee to coordinate national

action in the follow-up to the conferences, comprising representatives of

relevant government bodies, civil society, non-governmental organizations and

the private sector.

States should also be given an opportunity to highlight the factors which

they felt hindered their operational capacities. Lebanon had valuable

experience to impart in that regard to countries engaged in peace-building in

post-conflict situations.

The Council should discuss the implications of integrating and implementing

decisions and recommendations of the Council and the General Assembly at the

field level and their likely impact on national programmes. The cross-cutting

nature of many of those recommendations and decisions made coordination

imperative. Consideration should also be given to the need to rationalize

available financial resources and to ensure coordination between development

organizations and among the donor community as a whole. There were many points

of convergence between national and regional programmes, and those areas should

be addressed and examined in detail.

Mr. DOSS (Observer for the United Nations Office at Geneva) said that

the United Nations, the World Bank and the Development Assistance Committee of

the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD/DAC) were

currently working to elaborate a set of core indicators to measure progress in

the achievement of development targets and goals identified at major conferences

and set out in Shaping the 21st Century: The Contribution of Development

Cooperation , with the focus on outcomes rather than processes. The three

organizations had striven to develop complementary measurement mechanisms that

would not add to States’ burdens, but rather would draw on work already done at
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the national and international levels. The interim results as presented at the

current session were to be taken as "work in progress".

PRESENTATION BY THE DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE OF THE ORGANISATION FOR
ECONOMIC COOPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT

Mr. HAMMOND(Observer for the Organisation for Economic Cooperation

and Development (OECD)) said that the approach used by the OECD Development

Assistance Committee (OECD/DAC) in developing the set of core indicators had

been to establish a measurable interim goal based on the broader goals set by

major conferences and to specify a time-frame for its achievement. With regard

to poverty eradication, for example, OECD/DAC had set the goal of halving the

proportion of people living in extreme poverty by 2015, based on the Copenhagen

Summit goal of eradicating absolute poverty and substantially reducing overall

poverty. It had then developed a set of four core indicators to measure

progress, including child malnutrition, which was a good example of the

interrelationship between different conferences’ goals and indicators. OECD/DAC

had used the same mechanism to devise indicators for health and education

development achievements and would be working over the coming two years on

indicators for gender equality, environmental sustainability, habitat and

infrastructure. The core set included a number of more general development

indicators to measure the development context as a whole.

The indicators would be used to monitor selected conference goals at the

global level, to leverage policy and programme development, to mobilize

resources for development and to enhance national statistical capacity-building.

It was important to remember that each country would still decide its own

development strategy, but could avail itself of a five-dimensional model

elaborated by the team to monitor its progress. Delegations wishing further

information on the matter should refer to the material provided to accompany his

presentation.

Mr. DOSS (Observer for the United Nations Office at Geneva) said that

the next steps would include development of a harmonized system for monitoring

conference goals at global level, support for conference follow-up at country

level, including mobilization of requisite additional resources, dissemination

of indicator data sets, coordination of resources for national statistic

capacity-building and national monitoring of goals, as required, and refinement

of some of the indicators.
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Mr. GOODERHAM(United Kingdom) asked to what extent the United Nations

system as a whole was involved in the initiative and who would be responsible

for coordination of resources for national statistical capacity-building.

Mr. DOSS (Observer for the United Nations Office at Geneva) said that

the issue had been on the ACC agenda for some time and had been addressed in

part through the three task forces, particularly the Task Force on Basic Social

Services for All.

Mr. HAMMOND(Observer for the Organisation for Economic Cooperation

and Development (OECD)) said that five working parties had been established for

each thematic area, including the United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization (UNESCO), which headed the working party on education, the

World Health Organization (WHO), the leader on health issues, and the United

Nations Department of Statistics. Work would continue with those bodies and

with members of the donor community.

Mr. CIVILI (Assistant Secretary-General for Policy Coordination and

Inter-Agency Affairs) said that careful note had been taken of delegates’

suggestions and calls for greater transparency with regard to ACC activities and

to the strengthening of dialogue between the Council and ACC. He hoped the

current session would be a positive step in that direction and took note of

calls for greater emphasis on coordination between the field and Headquarters.

The innovative feature of the task forces was that their terms of reference were

geared to producing outcomes that could be immediately implemented at the field

level. That was a step in the right direction, although much more remained to

be done.

The meeting rose at 1.10 p.m .


