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Backgr ound

1. The Programre of Joint Action (ECE/ RCTE/ CONF./3/FINAL) adopted at the
Regi onal Conference on Transport and the Environnent (Vienna, 12-14 Novenber
1997) stipulates, in its chapter VIII, para. 2 (c), that ECE is invited,

taking into account the relevant provisions of the Plan of Action, including
those on cross-sectoral activities, to consider how best to support the
activity of the Joint Meeting on Transport and the Environment, e.g. by the
creation of a joint ad hoc expert group on transport and the environment

2. At its first session, the Joint Meeting on Transport and the Environment
requested the secretariat to prepare terns of reference for such an ECE ad hoc
expert group for review at its second session (JMIE/ 1998/ 4, para. 27).

Rationale for the establishnent of a joint ad hoc expert group

3. An opportunity should be given to all nmenber States, beyond the reporting
mechani sm to regularly contribute their expertise and voice their concerns.

GE. 99-21704



JMTE/ 1999/ 5
page 2

4, Equal ly inmportant is the need for expert assessnents, analyses and
proposals so that the Joint Meeting on Transport and the Environnment can
fulfil its tasks, e.g. defining priorities and analysing the long-term
objectives in the field of transport and the environnment; |inking the
Programme’s policy to the regional and subregional strategies; evaluating the
Programme’s i npl ementati on and assessing progress towards the long-term

obj ectives based on sound statistics; evaluating the information received

t hrough the reporting mechani sm and preparing the Progranme’s md-termreview
in the year 2002 (ECE/ RCTE/ CONF./ 3/ FI NAL, chapter VIII, para. 3).

Mandat e

5. The ECE Joint Ad Hoc Expert Group on Transport and the Environnment woul d
assi st the Joint Meeting on Transport and the Environnent, in particular in:

(a) Identifying key priorities in the Programme of Joint Action, based
on |l ong-term regional objectives and technical and scientific devel opnents;

(b) Est abli shing, on the basis of subparagraph (a) above, a revolving
wor k plan, including selected topics to be reported on by national foca
points. Such a work plan would be submitted to the Joint Meeting on Transport
and the Environnent and could be revised annually;

(c) Provi di ng gui dance for the inplenentation of the Programe of Joint
Action and ensuring good coordi nati on, based on practical experience gained in
different countries. Specific enphasis should be given to progress achieved
and probl enms encountered in countries with econonmes in transition;

(d) Preparing the 2002 md-termreview and, if appropriate, the round
table in the year 2000 as proposed by the Ukrainian del egati on during the
first session of the Joint Meeting on Transport and the Environment
(JMTE/ 1998/ 4, para. 29);

(e) Eval uating the opportunities for new non-legally binding actions as
well as the feasibility and necessity of a new legally binding instrunment
(e.g. a convention on transport, environnent and health, focusing on adding
value to and avoi ding overlaps with existing agreenents), as requested in the
M nisterial Declaration to be adopted at the Third Mnisterial Conference on
Envi ronment and Heal th (London, June 1999).
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Structure and conposition

6. The joint ad hoc expert group would be open to experts nom nated by
menber States and rel evant intergovernmental organizations and

non- gover nnent al organi zations working in the field of transport and the
environnment, as well as to all focal points and | ead actors.

7. In accordance with the Programre of Joint Action (chapter VIII,

para. 1(ii)), efficient informal and non-bureaucratic procedures will be used
The Joint Meeting on Transport and the Environment may wi sh to consider

whet her the expert group’s neetings and docunentati on would be of a formal or
i nformal character, i.e. with or without interpretation and translation of
docunent s.



