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The neeting was called to order at 10 a.m

STATEMENT BY THE SECRETARY- GENERAL

1. M. ANNAN (Secretary-General of the United Nations), comrendi ng the work
of the Conmmi ssion on Human Rights in conbating human rights violations and
establishing norns to protect those rights, said that he had made human rights
a priority in every progranme and m ssion undertaken by the United Nations.
Human rights lay at the core of the Organization’s sacred bond with the
peopl es of the United Nations. Wen civilians were attacked and nmassacred
because of their ethnicity, as in Kosovo; when nmen, women and children were
assaulted and mutilated, as in Sierra Leone; when wonen and girls were denied
the right to equality, as in Afghanistan, the world | ooked to the

United Nations to take a stand.

2. Per haps nmore than any other aspect of its work, the struggle for human
rights resonated with the Organization s global constituency, and was deeply
relevant to the lives of those nmost in need - the tortured, the oppressed, the
silenced, the victins of “ethnic cleansing” and injustice. |If in the face of
such abuses the United Nations did not speak up and speak out, how would it
answer that gl obal constituency? It could not say that rights were relative,
or that whatever happened inside a country’'s borders did not concern an

organi zati on of sovereign States. At the end of the twentieth century, one
thing was clear: the United Nations could not claimto be what it was unless
it set itself up as a staunch defender of human rights.

3. At the dawn of a new mllennium it was clear that the Organization's
human rights m ssion began and ended with individuals and their universal and
i nalienable rights, nanely the right to speak, act, grow, learn and live
according to individual conscience. It was also clear that the Organization's
m ssion was a work in progress. For every right proclainmed, hundreds of
abuses were committed. For every voice whose freedom was secured, many nore
were threatened. For every woman or girl whose right to equality was upheld,
t housands nore suffered fromdiscrimnation and viol ence. For every child
whose right to education and a peaceful chil dhood were protected, too many
remai ned beyond the Organization's reach

4, The Commi ssion on Human Rights could claimwith pride to have been the
architect of the existing international human rights structure. It was the
Conmi ssi on whi ch had hanmered out the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts
and the binding treaties which, taken together, had created an internationa
code of human rights. Whether it was the struggle for gender equality and the
rights of wonmen, the elimnation of racial discrimnation, or protection of
the rights of minorities and indi genous peoples, the Commi ssion had been a

pi oneer in establishing norms and pronoting justice. 1In the vital work of

i npl enmentation, it had nmade a significant contribution to pronoting econonic,
social and cultural rights, and its work on the right to devel opnent had
opened up new horizons. Recognizing that human rights were interrel ated,

i ndi vi si bl e and i nterdependent, the Conm ssion had ensured that the

i mpl ement ati on of social and econom c rights had gone hand in hand with
political and civil rights. Through technical cooperation for human rights at
the local, national and regional |evels, the Comm ssion had hel ped to

i ntroduce human rights where they were nost needed, in the lives of the
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weakest and nost vulnerable. |In the inportant work of inplenenting the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, the tenth anniversary of which would be
conmmenorated in 1999, it had reaffirmed the principle that human rights began
at birth.

5. And yet gross and shocking violations of human rights continued to be
committed daily around the world: they offended the world s conscience,
outraged persons of goodwi ||, and underm ned the deepest sense of a shared
humanity. |If the United Nations could not respond to such acts or step in
where suffering was greatest, then the foundations which had been laid

el sewhere woul d crumbl e beneath the wei ght of those violations. The

Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts had | ong recogni zed that reality. On joining the
United Nations, devel oping countries in particular had sought to enhance the
Organi zation’s capacity to respond to gross violations of human rights. Since
then, a vast array of working groups, special rapporteurs, representatives,
envoys and experts on human rights had travelled the world over, planting the
flag of human rights, extending the reach of the Comm ssion, and offering
victinms hope for a better, freer and | ess repressive future.

6. The achi evenents of the last 50 years were rooted in the universa
acceptance of the rights enunerated in the Universal Declaration and in the
equal Iy universal abhorrence of practices for which there could be no excuse
in any culture under any circunstances, for exanple torture, “ethnic

cl eansing”, slavery or racial, sexual or religious discrimnation. |In an age
of human rights, the United Nations nmust have the courage to recognize that,
just as there were conmon ains, there were al so commopn enemes. No one should
be left in any doubt that for the nmass nurderers, the ethnic cleansers and
those guilty of gross and shocking violations of human rights, inpunity was
unacceptable. The United Nations would never be a refuge for them and its
Charter woul d never be a source of confort or justification. They were

enem es, regardless of their race, religion or nation, and only their defeat
woul d redeem the prom se which the United Nations enbodi ed.

7. At the current session, he had chosen to dwell not only on comron ai s
and shared acconmplishments, but also on the magnitude of the human rights
abuses which the O ganization was commtted to ending. The current session of
t he Conmi ssion on Human Rights, the last of the twentieth century, was taking
pl ace under the dark cloud of genocide. O all gross violations, genocide
knew of no parallel in human history. The tragic irony of the age of human
rights, in which greater numbers were enjoying human rights than ever before
in history, was that it had been repeatedly darkened by outbursts of

i ndi scrimnate violence and organi zed mass killings. In Canbodia in the 1970s
up to 2 mllion people had been killed by Pol Pot’s regime. And in the
current decade, in Bosnia and Herzegovi na, thousands upon thousands of human
bei ngs had been massacred for belonging to the wong ethnic group. Although
there were no i ndependent observers on the ground, there were signs that the
sanme thing was happening in Kosovo. The odi ous canpai gn of ethnic cleansing
conducted by the Serbian authorities in Kosovo appeared to have just one aim
to expel from Kosovo or kill as many ethnic Al banians as possible, thereby
denying a people their nost basic rights to life, liberty and security. The
result had been a humanitarian di saster throughout the region. It was deeply
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regrettable that the international comunity, despite months of diplomatic
efforts, had failed to prevent the disaster. However, the universal sense of
outrage that had been provoked was a hopeful sign

8. Slowy but surely, an international consensus was grow ng agai nst the
vi ol ent repression of mnorities. That norm nust take absol ute precedence
over concerns of sovereignty. It was a principle that protected mnorities,

and majorities too, fromgross violations. The point should be made
absolutely clear: even though the United Nati ons was an organi zati on of
Menmber States, the rights and ideals which it existed to protect were those of
peopl es. The Organi zation woul d al ways strive to place the human being at the
centre of its activities. No Government had the right to hide behind nationa
sovereignty in order to violate the rights or fundamental freedons of its
people. The human rights and fundanmental freedons of every person were
sacred.

9. The evol ving international normwoul d pose fundanental challenges to the
United Nations to which it would have to respond, if it was not to betray the
very ideals that had inspired its foundation. That hope for humanity had
perhaps come too |ate for the desperate thousands who had been forcibly
expelled fromtheir honmes in Kosovo, and for the hundreds if not thousands who
had been nurdered sinply because of their identity. But it would not cone too
late for the United Nations if it embol dened the Organization to enter a new
century with a renewed commtnent to protecting the rights of every nman, woman
and child, regardless of their ethnic, national or religious origin

STATEMENT BY MR ALl MOHAMVED OTHMAN YASSIN, M NI STER OF JUSTI CE AND
ATTORNEY- GENERAL OF THE SUDAN

10. M. YASSIN (Sudan) said his Governnent believed that the pronotion and
protection of human rights would be better served through cooperation
constructive di al ogue, and recognition of the universality and indivisibility
of human rights within the framework of respect for different cultures,

wi t hout politicization. Furthernore, all categories of rights should be given
equal attention. The Sudan hoped that reform of the human rights protection
mechani sms woul d enhance the Conmi ssion’s effectiveness in realizing its
objectives within the framework of those principles.

11. Hi s Government attached consi derable inportance to the Wrld Conference
agai nst Racism Racial Discrimnation, Xenophobia and Rel ated Intol erance, due
to be held in 2001, and called for adequate arrangements to ensure its
success, particularly the provision of adequate financial resources for the
preparatory process. Considerable attention should also be devoted to
realizing the right to devel opnent; it was unfortunate that coercive
uni | ateral neasures had deprived certain devel oping countries of that right.
The destruction of the Shifa pharmaceutical factory in Khartoum was a fl agrant
exanple of the way in which the legitimate right to devel opment and the health
of a | east devel oped country had been denied, with total disregard for

i nternational |aw and human rights principles.

12. Since the previous session of the Conm ssion, a nunber of positive
devel opnents had occurred in the Sudan in the constitutional, political, |ega
and economc fields. Those achievenents would definitely contribute to the
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denocrati zati on and enhancenment of the human rights situation in the country.
The Constitution and its Bill of Rights, which conformed to internationa

human rights instrunents, had cone into force in July 1998. A Constitutiona
Court had al so been established to oversee its inplenmentation. Aggrieved

i ndi viduals could apply directly to the Court to challenge State actions which
violated the Bill of Rights. |In addition, a number of political parties could
now engage freely in political activities under the Political Association Act
of 1999, and all political detainees had been rel eased. Freedom of expression
and opi nion was protected, and a consi derabl e nunber of privately owned
newspapers were now published in the country. Preparations were also being
made for elections to State |egislative councils, to be followed by genera

el ections to the National Federal Assenbly. A thorough review and scrutiny of
all existing |legislation was being conducted to ensure that it conplied with
the provisions of the Constitution.

13. Under the Constitution and the Khartoum Peace Agreenent of April 1997
signed with seven of the southern rebel factions, and the agreenment signed
with the Nuba Mountains rebels, the Governnent was obliged to create the
necessary conditions to promote |ocal cultures and the | anguages and creeds of
i ndi genous conmunities. The Constitution also guaranteed equitable
power - shari ng between the federal governnent and the state governments, which
al ready exercised a degree of autonomy in the political, econom c and socia
fields. Mreover, it was hoped that the revenue from Sudanese oil exports,
whi ch were scheduled to begin in July 1999, would help to i nprove essentia
public services and establish |lasting peace.

14. Only peace woul d enabl e the Sudanese people to exercise their rights
fully, be it their political rights or their right to devel opment. The

Gover nment had made remarkable efforts in that field, resulting, for exanple
in the Khartoum Peace Agreement, which recognized the right to

sel f-determ nation of the peoples of southern Sudan. Negotiations were al so
continuing with the remaining rebel faction, the Sudanese People's Liberation
Arnmy (SPLA), in the unrenmitting effort to reach a peace settlenment. The
Sudanese Government had al ways cooperated with the international comunity and
had al ways been willing to accept ceasefires for humanitarian reasons. A
conprehensi ve ceasefire had been declared in all operation zones in southern
Sudan on 5 April 1999. It would cone into force on 15 April follow ng the
expiry of the current partial ceasefire which had been declared earlier. The
i nternational comunity should exert pressure on the rebel novenent to accept
t he conprehensive ceasefire with a viewto making it pernmanent.

15. The Sudanese CGovernnent deplored the irresponsible attitude of the
rebels who, in violation of universally recognized humanitarian nornms, had
recently abducted and executed four Sudanese nationals working for the
International Commttee of the Red Cross (ICRC). The international comunity
shoul d not renain silent when faced with such an odious crine; it should
condemm such acts in the strongest possible terns and take the necessary
measures to prevent further atrocities by the rebel group concerned. Efforts
shoul d al so be made to ensure that humanitarian assi stance to the needy
civilian population in the war-stricken areas was not disrupted. It was
regrettable that the | eader of the group responsible had been permtted to
attenpt to address the Conm ssion under cover of a non-governnmenta

organi zation (NGO, Christian Solidarity International (CSI). CSI should be
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roundly condemmed for endorsing that irresponsible and i moral act, and al so
for falsely accusing the Sudan of practising slavery. 1In fact, CSI was
inmplicated in the abduction of children in the rebel-controlled zones,
exploiting the practice in order to tarnish the reputation of the Sudan and
its Government, and crimnal proceedings had therefore been brought agai nst
t he NGO

16. Hi s del egati on hoped that the international community, through the
Commi ssion on Human Rights, would finally acknowl edge the tremendous reforns
undertaken by the Sudan and woul d encourage it to continue along the path of
denocratization and respect for human rights and fundanmental freedons.

STATEMENT BY MR AZEDDI NE LARAKI, SECRETARY- GENERAL OF THE ORGANI ZATI ON OF
THE | SLAM C CONFERENCE

17. M. LARAKI (Organization of the Islam c Conference) said that the
Organi zation of the Islamic Conference (O C) had | ong ago warned of the
seriousness of the situation in Kosovo and the victim zation of the Kosovars.
It had al so denounced the genoci de being practised by Serbian forces agai nst
Muslinms in Kosovo and had requested international protection for them

18. Blatantly ignoring attenpts to resolve the conflict, the Serbian
Government had obstinately pressed ahead with its policy of ethnic cleansing,
t her eby provoking a humanitarian tragedy and a serious mlitary escal ation
with conpletely unpredictabl e consequences for the inhabitants of Kosovo and
their fundanental rights.

19. While the objective of military intervention was to put a stop to the
despi cabl e raci st policy of the Serbian forces, the international community
shoul d al so nake every effort to prevent the expul sion of Kosovo Muslinms and
ensure that offers by various States to host them were not exploited by the
Serbian reginme to enpty that corner of Europe of its Misliminhabitants and
prevent them fromreturning home. The international community needed to
mobilize in order to fight racismand injustice and secure the victory of the
rul e of I aw throughout Europe at the dawn of the twenty-first century.

STATEMENT BY MR SARTAJ AZI Z, M NI STER FOR FORElI GN AFFAI RS OF PAKI STAN

20. M. AZlZ (Pakistan) said that the world currently faced two crises: an
econom c crisis arising fromthe financial collapse in East Asia, and a
political crisis manifested in conflicts and wars around the world. The
econom c crisis had not only led to an econom ¢ downturn but had al so resulted
in a massive deterioration in living standards for mllions of people. An
accentuation of inequality between rich and poor, wi thin and anbng nati ons,
had been observed over the years. To overcone the world economic crisis, it
was inmportant to revive growh. But such growh should be equitable, and it
was al so necessary to pronote “globalization with a human face”. The

Conmi ssion on Human Rights could play a significant role by making the right
to devel opnent a reality and giving it priority in its work.

21. The inmpact of military, political and humanitarian crises in
a globalized world was nore severe and nore w despread. As the
H gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts had correctly observed, the nobst serious
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human rights violations occurred during arned conflicts. |In Kosovo, the
intensification of ethnic cleansing had resulted in the uprooting and
expul si on of 600,000 ethnic Al banians, in addition to the 200,000 who had been

di spl aced earlier inside the province. It was regrettable that the Security
Counci | had been unable to respond to the grave political crisis in Kosovo and
the resulting massive human tragedy. It was to be hoped that other organs of

the United Nations, in particular the Conm ssion, would be able to respond to
the Kosovo crisis with courage and clarity. To that end, Pakistan would
introduce a draft resolution on behalf of the States menbers of the OC
regarding the situation of human rights in Kosovo (E/ CN.4/1999/L.3), which it
hoped woul d be adopted by the Comm ssion given that the unfolding tragedy in
the region required urgent action

22. First and forenost, it was inportant to avoid all legal or politica
confusion. The bonbing by the North Atlantic Treaty Organi zati on (NATO had
perhaps precipitated the ethnic cleansing, but the cleansing had been planned
wel |l in advance and woul d have occurred in any case. The root cause of the
Kosovo crisis was the systematic repression by Bel grade of the fundanenta
rights of the people of Kosovo.

23. Second, concerted international action was needed to ensure the
provision of relief to the Kosovo refugees and di spl aced persons.

Nei ghbouring countries required urgent and adequate international support to
cope with the massive influx of refugees into their territory. Pakistan had
sent relief supplies to Tirana and would continue to do so within its nodest
means.

24, Third, the international comrunity nust plan for the early return of
Kosovo refugees to their homes in conditions of safety and dignity. Pakistan
was al so prepared to contribute in a tangible way to that process.

25. Fourth, the international community should find a viable politica

sol ution for Kosovo which woul d enabl e the Kosovars to determ ne their own
destiny. The Foreign Mnisters of the O C contact group, in cooperation with
the nmenbers of the international contact group, NATO nmenbers, the Russian
Federati on, and the Kosovo political |eadership, would strive to develop a
concerted programre to find just, peaceful and lasting solutions to the
conflict.

26. Regarding the conflict in Jammu and Kashmir, Security Counci

resolution 47 (1948) had prescribed the exercise of self-determ nation by the
Kashm ri people through a plebiscite. The resolution, which had been adopted
50 years previously, had never been inplenented. Nevertheless, that right did
exi st and the Kashmri people had continued to struggle for it with the noral,
political and diplomatic support of Pakistan and in spite of the brutally
repressi ve yet unsuccessful neasures taken by the Indian arned forces. The
human rights violations in Indian-occupi ed Jammu and Kashm r had been anply
docunent ed and were universally acknow edged. The Paki stani Prine M nister
had di spl ayed political courage in initiating a political dialogue with India.
That di al ogue had resulted in the Lahore Declaration of 23 February 1999, in
accordance with which the Prime Mnisters of the two countries had agreed to
intensify efforts to settle their differences as quickly as possible. It was
cl ear, however, that relations between the two countries could not be
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normal i zed on a lasting basis until a just and peaceful solution had
been found to the conflict in Jammu and Kashmr, in accordance with
Security Council resolutions.

27. India could not talk peace with Pakistan while wagi ng war agai nst the
Kashmiri people. The Pakistani Government therefore urged India to end the
grave and systematic human rights violations which were continuing to take
pl ace in Jammu and Kashmir. It hoped that India would agree to a nunber of
speci fic confidence-buil ding neasures such as the reinforcenment of the
United Nations Mlitary Observer Group in India and Pakistan (UNMOG P), the
depl oynment of inpartial human rights nmonitors in Janmu and Kashmir, an
agreement to allow the presence of international human rights organizations in
Kashm r, the devel opment of | CRC humanitarian assi stance in Kashmr,

di scontinuation of mlitary incursions into Kashmri towns and vill ages, and
the gradual reduction of the Indian armed forces deployed in Indian-occupied
Kashmi r.

28. H s del egati on hoped that the international community, especially the
Commi ssi on on Human Ri ghts and the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts, would
support the inplenmentation of measures to increase the |ikelihood that

di al ogue between Paki stan and I ndia woul d have a successful outcone.

QUESTI ON OF THE VI OLATI ON OF HUVAN RI GHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS | N ANY
PART OF THE WORLD, | NCLUDI NG

(a) QUESTI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS I N CYPRUS (agenda item 9) (continued)
(E/CN. 4/ 1999/ 7, 25-27, 30-38, 40-43, 107, 117, 119, 121, 125-127, and 129-139;
E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ NGO 3, 11, 12, 16-20, 29 and 61; S/1998/581, A/52/539, A/ 53/402
and 490)

29. M. Q AO Zonghuai (China) said that the Chinese people had profoundly
changed their destiny in the course of the twentieth century. Until 1949,

Chi na had been under the yoke of foreign powers which had i nposed unequa
treaties, plundered resources and tranpled on the rights and dignity of the

Chi nese people. When the People’ s Republic of China had been founded, the

Chi nese popul ati on had stood at approximtely 500 mllion, 400 mllion of them
starving. The population of China was now 1.3 billion, and their basic needs
were on the whole satisfied. 1In recent decades the Chinese authorities had

al so made significant efforts in the field of human rights.

30. Chi na had experienced an extraordinary year in 1998. Externally, the
Government and the people had together confronted the Asian financial crisis;
donmestically, the country had experienced extrenely severe flooding. The
nati onal economy had grown at 7.8 per cent and living standards and enjoynent
of econom c, social and cultural rights had i nproved remarkably. Considerable
progress had al so been made in safeguarding civil and political rights and
strengt heni ng denocracy. A recent anmendnent to the Constitution stipulated
that the People’ s Republic of China was building a socialist State founded on
the rule of law. A nunber of |aws concerning the people's fundanental rights
had been revised with a view to strengthening denocratic participation by
citizens. Steps had al so been taken to strengthen the nmechani sns for

i mpl enenting the law and inproving the protection of civil rights by ensuring
enhanced adm ni stration of justice. In Septenber 1998, China had received
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M's. Robi nson, United Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts, and the two
si des had reached agreenent in principle on future cooperation. An expert
team had recently been sent to China by the Hi gh Comm ssioner to nmake an
assessnment of cooperation needs. The Chinese CGovernnent had signed the two
International Human Ri ghts Covenants, sponsored a range of activities to
commenorate the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human

Ri ghts, and enbarked on a dialogue with a nunber of Western countries.

31. Vi | e recogni zing the universality of human rights, China believed that
the realization of those rights nmust depend on the conditions specific to each
country. Culture and traditions dating back thousands of years had a
significant bearing on nodern Chinese society. Like many devel opi ng or
recently independent countries, China attached great inmportance to its

i ndependence and stability. Owing to different national circunstances, it was
normal for countries to hold differing views on human rights. Such a stance
shoul d not, however, be an obstacle to di al ogue based on equality and nutua
respect. The Chinese Governnent had noted with appreciation that the

Eur opean Uni on had decided, for the second time, not to introduce a draft

resol ution on the situation in China at the current session of the Comm ssion
yet it was deeply regrettable that the Government of the United States had
announced that it would not follow suit owing to a “sharp deterioration in
China's human rights record”. The United States had attacked the Chinese
authorities for prosecuting a nunber of crimnals. However, those persons had
been prosecuted for endangering State security, not for exercising their
freedom of expression or association, and they had received a fair trial. 1In
accordance with the two Covenants, enjoyment of rights could be restricted to
safeguard State security or public order, and in all countries, including the
United States, crimnals were punished for endangering State security. The
decision of the United States delegation to introduce a draft resol ution
condemmi ng Chi na had not been pronpted by a genuine desire to protect human
rights in China, but rather by domestic political considerations. To take
action on such a resolution would defile the noble cause of human rights and
damage the credibility of the Commi ssion. |Instead of pointing the finger at
others, the United States would be well advised to put its own house in order

32. M. AMAT FORES (Cuba), recalling that the Conmi ssion had rejected the
draft resolution on the human rights situation in Cuba introduced by the
United States at the previous session, said his del egati on had hoped that the
current session would proceed in a spirit of dialogue, cooperation and mutua
under standi ng. But unfortunately, while continuing its attenpts to strangle
the Cuban econony, the United States had not abandoned its political vendetta.
Since it | acked the courage to assunme responsibility for its actions, the
United States had instructed the Czech Republic, seconded by Poland, to

i ntroduce a new draft resolution on Cuba, seeking to give the inpression that
ot her countries wanted the Conm ssion to nonitor the human rights situation in
the country. However, it was no secret that the draft resolution had been
concocted several weeks previously in Washington. Ever since the fifty-third
session of the CGeneral Assenbly and the previous session of the Econom c and
Social Council, the United States had been on the | ookout for a conpliant
agent to execute its plan. Having been rebuffed several tines, it had
eventual |y prevail ed upon countries indebted to the United States to act as
acconplices in exchange for certain favours.
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33. As a pretext to reopen the debate about human rights in Cuba, reference
had been nmade to the recent adoption by the Cuban Parliament of the Protection
of I ndependence and the National Economy Act and the trial of four Cubans in
the pay of a foreign Governnent. The Act in question had cracked down on

of fences relating to collaboration with the eneny, not on all eged offences
relating to personal opinions. It not only protected Cuba s sovereignty and
the rights of Cubans, but also the citizens of other countries affected by the
sanctions which the United States had i nposed as part of its enbargo agai nst
Cuba. A nunmber of States, for exanpl e Canada, Mexico, Argentina and certain
menber States of the European Union, had al so been conpelled to take steps to
protect their sovereignty and i ndependence after the United States Congress
had adopted certain decisions with extraterritorial scope. The Act adopted
recently by the Cuban Parlianent was a response to the aggressive neasures
taken agai nst Cuba by the United States, particularly the 1992 Torricell
amendment and the 1996 Hel ms-Burton Act. The four persons who had recently
been tried in Cuba had been sentenced to between three and a half and five
years’ inprisonment. In the United States, persons found guilty of infringing
the bl ockade were liable to a custodial sentence of up to 10 years

i mprisonnment or a fine of $250, 000.

34. The introduction of a new draft resol ution agai nst Cuba, even one that
was noderate in tone, would restart a spiral of confrontation and
politicization, which in turn woul d danage the Comri ssion’s credibility. The
draft resolution highlighted the fact that the Conm ssion’s work was vitiated
by doubl e standards and selectivity. There was no contradiction between
Cuba's policy and the work of the United Nations in the field of human rights;
the true contradiction was the one between the O ganization and those who

wi shed, like the United States, to transformthe Commi ssion into a conpliant

i nstrument of their foreign policy.

35. Cuba had built a participatory and collectivist society in which socia
justice prevailed. |Its press was not behol den to petty-m nded interests.
There was but one party in the country, not an el ectioneering or divisive
force but the enbodi nent of a single social project. Cubans respected the
political systens of other countries and asked only that the same courtesy
shoul d be extended to them

36. Ms. SUTOYO (Il ndonesia) said that it was unfortunate that, in the past,
rhetoric and antagoni sm had won the day over dial ogue and understanding. His
del egati on hoped that the Conm ssion would henceforth consider the human
rights situation in every country objectively, and that it would take account
of the significant progress achieved by States as well as the difficulties
faced by devel oping countries. The legitimte concern of the internationa
comunity regarding the protection of human rights should be expressed in the
context of international cooperation, which was one of the principles
enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations.

37. I ndonesi a was undergoi ng a process of unprecedented reformin the
political, econom c, social and | egal sectors. Human rights pronotion |ay at
the core of those refornms. Freedom of expression and freedomto denonstrate,
the rel ease of political prisoners, the energence of some 50 new politica
parties, and the ever-grow ng nunber of NGGs had becone a reality in
Indonesia. In line with the recommendati ons of the Vienna Decl aration and



E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ SR. 19
page 11

Programe of Action, on 25 June 1998 President Habi bie had officially |aunched
the National Plan of Action on Human Rights for the period from 1998 to 2003,
whi ch woul d be inplemented by a National Committee on Human Ri ghts consisting
of senior Governnent officials and representatives of civil society. The

nati onal plan was based on four principles: the ratification of internationa
human rights instruments; awareness-raising and education in the field of
human rights; priority protection of basic rights, particularly those of

vul nerabl e groups; and inplenmentation of the international human rights

i nstruments which had already been ratified. The Government had al so forned a
team of |egal experts, in cooperation with the House of Representatives, to
review all national laws and regulations with a view to ensuring that they
were consistent with international human rights standards. Having ratified
the Convention against Torture and O her Cruel, Inhuman or Degradi ng Treat ment
or Punishment in 1998, |Indonesia was currently preparing to ratify other

i nternational human rights instruments including the two Covenants, the

I nternational Convention on the Elim nation of Al Forns of Racia

Di scrimnation, the International Labour Organization (1LO Convention

(No. 105) concerning the Abolition of Forced Labour, the ILO Convention

(No. 111) concerning Discrimnation in Respect of Enployment and Cccupation
and |1 LO Convention (No. 138) concerning M nimm Age for Adm ssion to

Enmpl oyment, and the Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions

of 12 August 1949 relating to the Protection of Victins of Non-Internationa
Armed Conflicts (Protocol I11).

38. The I ndonesi an Governnment had given top priority to resolving the
conflict in East Timor. An autonony plan for East Tinor was being negotiated
within the framework of a tripartite dialogue, and would be put to a direct
vote of the East Tinorese in July. On 27 January 1999 the |Indonesian

Gover nment had announced that should the autonony offer be rejected, it would
request the new People’ s Consultative Assenbly to consider the separation of
East Tinor fromthe Republic of Indonesia. His delegation therefore urged
Portugal to adopt a positive approach.

39. The economc crises and the political changes had had an inpact on
soci al behaviour. The Indonesian Government was making every effort to
address the root causes and prevent the recurrence of human rights violations.
In addition, the Governnent was commtted to continuing its cooperation with

t he Conmi ssion’s nechani snms and international NGOs, as evidenced by the visit
to I ndonesia of an Ammesty International delegation in Septenber 1998 and a
del egation fromthe International Conm ssion of Jurists at the end of

March 1999.

40. Ms. MAZA (Service, Peace and Justice in Latin Anerica) said that the
situation of inpunity which continued to prevail in Mexico was of grave
concern. A nunber of United Nations bodies and the Inter-Anmerican Comm ssion
on Human Rights had reported a serious deterioration of the human rights
situation in Mexico. In its resolution 1998/4, the Sub-Conm ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities had requested the
Mexi can authorities to give high priority to conbating inmpunity anong
perpetrators of serious human rights violations, especially those who had
victim zed | arge nunbers of indigenous people, and called on the signatories
of the San Andrés Agreenents to relaunch a process of dialogue. 1In addition
the |l ack of independence of the mal functioning Mexi can judiciary had
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endangered the rule of law, trials were conprom sed by serious irregularities.
Al t hough a national human rights institution did exist, it was ineffective
because it was not independent of the executive, its investigative nethods
left much to be desired and it failed to check whether its recomendati ons had
been effectively inplenmented. Furthernore, the war on drug trafficking, the
counter-insurgency measures and the policing activities of the armed forces
had led to serious violations (arbitrary arrests, forced di sappearances,
torture and extrajudicial executions).

41. In view of the situation, 96 Mexican NGOs and 26 international NGOs
requested the Commission to urge Mexico to take steps to conbat human rights
violations, for exanple by reform ng the justice system strengthening
Government mechani snms to protect human rights, and organizing a pronpt visit
by the Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights with a view to nmaki ng an assessnent
of the situation. The NGOs al so requested the Hi gh Comm ssioner to exam ne
the human rights situation in Mexico in the light of the information avail able
to various United Nations bodies; to urge the Mexi can Governnent to issue
invitations to the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, sumuary or arbitrary
executions, the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and | awers,
the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention and the Wrking Group on Enforced or
I nvol untary Di sappearances; and to appoint a special rapporteur on the
situation in Mexico. Since the Mexican Governnent had al ready issued
invitations to the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, sumuary or arbitrary
executions and the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights, the Commi ssion should
press the Mexican CGovernment to arrange dates for their visits during the
current session.

42. M. FAYEK (Arab Organi zation for Human Rights) said that since the
previ ous session of the Commr ssion, Arab countries had recorded a nunber of
positive developments in the field of human rights. |In Egypt, the nunber of
terrorist acts had decreased significantly and the Government had rel eased
over 2,000 Islam c detainees. |In Mrocco, the Governnment had started a
procedure to clarify the fate of di sappeared persons and revi ew the status of
political prisoners. |In Lebanon, the new Government had prom sed to uphold
basi c freedonms and had cancelled an arbitrary decision to ban peacefu
marches. I n Qatar, the authorities had announced a programe of politica
reformincluding rmunicipal elections in which wonen had participated for the
first tinme.

43. Unfortunately, a long list of human rights violations renmained. The

Pal esti ni an people were still deprived of their inalienable rights. In that
connection, the General Assenbly’s decision to hold a conference in July 1999
for all parties to the Geneva Convention with a view to applying the fourth
CGeneva Convention to the occupied Pal estinian territories should be wel coned.
In Iraq, tens of thousands of innocent victinms, nmostly children, had continued
to suffer as a result of international sanctions, and the acute situation had
been aggravated by the mlitary strikes against the country in Decenber 1998.
A lack of political will by the Somali |eadership had prevented the

i mpl enmentati on of the peace agreenment signed in Cairo at the beginning

of 1998; fighting had continued and increasing nunbers of civilians had been
killed. In the Sudan, despite the adoption of a new Constitution, nothing had
been done to normalize political life; political pluralismhad been repl aced
by a conpl ex procedure for registering political parties and no solution had
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been found to the conflict in the south of the country. In Algeria, thousands
had fallen victimto violence and terrorism it was to be hoped that the

| eadership due to be elected in April would start a constructive dial ogue with
all political forces in order to put an end to the tragedy which had engul f ed
the country.

44, Away from areas of chronic crisis, human rights violations had been
committed in a nunmber of Arab countries. People had been arrested, injured or
mur dered during the repression of denonstrations in Iraq, the Sudan, Jordan
Saudi Arabia, Yenen and Bahrain. Prisoners had died follow ng m streatnent

in Egypt, Algeria, Irag and Bahrain. Thousands of people had gone m ssing

in Algeria, Iraq and Lebanon. Dozens of people had gone m ssing in Egypt,

the Sudan and the Libyan Arab Jamehiriya. 1n a nunber of countries, human
rights organi zati ons had been singled out for criticismand human rights
activists had been arrested. The Arab Organization for Human Ri ghts hoped
that the Comm ssion would contribute to |ifting the sanctions against Irag and
adopt a programre to inplenent the Declaration on Human Ri ghts Def enders.

45, M. DIAM N (Netherlands Organization for International Devel opnent
Cooperation (NOVIB)) said that the ongoing transition in Indonesia had

not taken place without violence and human rights violations. Since

early 1998, the arny had arbitrarily detained thousands of supporters of the
I ndonesi an Denocratic Party (PDI) in an attenpt to ensure the re-election

of President Suharto. Activists had been abducted, tortured and secretly
detained. The fate of 14 of themwas still unknown. The political violence
had conti nued with the bl oody repression of peaceful denonstrations by
students. The nmurder of four students in md-May had directly or indirectly
triggered the tragic riots in Djakarta during which at |least 1,190 people
had been burned to death, 27 people had been shot by the security forces,
and 91 had been injured. Ethnic Chinese wonen had been gang-raped. To date,
no serious measures had been taken to punish those responsible.

46. The accession to power of President Habibie had not brought about

any neani ngful change in the human rights situation in Indonesia. On the
contrary, the security forces had continued to suppress the students
political aspirations as brutally as before. Some 19 people had been killed
and hundreds had been injured in Djakarta the previ ous Novenber. Furthernore,
the new regi me had systematically nobilized civilians to confront student
denonstrations, thereby pitting one section of the popul ati on agai nst anot her
The Habi bi e regi ne had been in place for | ess than a year, and al npst
continuous rioting had destroyed people's property and places of worship.
Hundreds of lives had been | ost all over the archipelago. The State was
strongly inplicated in the disturbances at Aceh, Kerawang and Anbon, and al so
in the nysterious serial murders in Banyuwangi

47. To encourage respect for human rights in Indonesia, United Nations
human ri ghts bodi es and procedures shoul d keep thensel ves abreast of those
devel opnents and the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Di sappearances
and the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, sunmary or arbitrary executions
shoul d visit |Indonesia.

48. M . HENDARDI (Agir ensenble pour |les droits de |I'home) said that,
unfortunately, violence had continued to occur in Indonesia despite the




E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ SR. 19
page 14

repeated conm tnent made by President Habi bie and the chief of the armed
forces, General Wranto, to democracy and respect for human rights. The |ack
of political will to prosecute the forner dictator Suharto and the fact that
no specific steps had been taken to punish those responsible for human rights
abuses had encouraged scepticism about that commtnment. The court martial of
11 nmenbers of the arny special forces responsible for kidnapping student and
political activists in 1998 had failed to end the inpunity which had existed
in Indonesi a since 1965 because the defendants had been exoner at ed.

49. All the steps taken by the new Government to pronote and protect human
rights in Indonesia, such as |aunching the National Action Plan on Human

Ri ghts, issuing invitations to the Special Rapporteur on viol ence agai nst
wonen, its causes and consequences, and the Wbrking G oup on Arbitrary
Detention, had not altered the reality on the ground. The State's failure
to contain the conflict anong various ethnic and religious groups and the
comunal violence in several parts of Indonesia would create chaos which in
turn could legitimze the installation of a strong military regine on the
pretext of preserving national identity. Furthernore, the prerequisites for
ensuring the regul ar conduct of elections in June 1999 were not in place.

50. In the light of the foregoing, the Comm ssion should request the

I ndonesi an Governnent to invite the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial
summary or arbitrary executions to visit the country in 1999, and to verify
followup to the recomrendati ons by the Special Rapporteur on viol ence agai nst
wonen, its causes and consequences, and the Wbrking G oup on Arbitrary

Det enti on.

51. Ms. CERVANTES VEZQUEZ (Organi zation of the Solidarity of the Peoples of
Asia, Africa and Latin America (OSPAAL)) said that item9 of the agenda had
become a stick used by Northern countries to beat Southern countries on
matters concerning human rights. Furthernore, nost of the situations

consi dered under item9 concerned third world countries and there was no
speci al rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the industrialized
Western countries. It was also clear that States which passed judgenent on
the situation in other States were often swayed by political considerations.
They had therefore abandoned the objectivity, inmpartiality and non-sel ectivity
whi ch shoul d be the keynotes of such an exercise. The consideration of the
human rights situation in Cuba, which was once again the subject of a draft
resolution, was a perfect exanmple. The United States had sought to turn the
Commi ssion's work into an instrunment of its foreign policy by continuing to
meddl e in the affairs of a small country which had repeatedly denonstrated
its commtment to the human rights of its own people and those of other third
wor |l d peopl es.

52. Human rights were indeed universal, indivisible, interdependent and
interrel ated, but nevertheless certain countries had attenpted to inpose
purportedly universal nodels on other countries w thout taking account of
their historical and cultural peculiarities. Mreover, it was unconscionabl e
that Northern countries should exploit human rights as an instrument of
political and econom c blackmail, making thema condition of their relations
wi th Southern countries while at the sanme tinme taking coercive unilatera
measures W thout regard for the massive and flagrant human rights violations
caused by those neasures.
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53. OSPAAL al so condemned the frequent practice of the Comm ssion, when
considering item9, to give credence to allegations of failure to observe
human rights while ignoring the inportance for certain third world countries
of certain fundanental questions such as the right to self-determ nation, the
right to devel opnent, the right of defence and the right to protect the
environnent. It was time to adopt a nore conprehensive and up-to-date
approach to human rights in order to tackle the many violations arising from
the social injustices and inequalities proliferating in an age of neo-libera
gl obal i zation. At the dawn of the new millennium it was necessary to
identify without delay nmeans to effectively address the problens confronting
the human race, which in many cases endangered the nost basic of all human
rights, nanely the right to life.

54, M. MORA SECADE (Centro de Estudi os Europeos) noted with regret that
the United States had once again used various manoeuvres to pressure other
States to have the Comm ssion exam ne the “situation of human rights in Cuba”
Al though it was inpossible to prove that the introduction of a draft
resolution on that question by the Czech Republic and Pol and was |inked to the
recent decision to admt themto NATO, it was nevertheless clear that the
United States had experienced difficulty in finding a State willing to render
it that service. No one believed that the United States Government cared
anything for the human rights of the Cuban people when for 40 years it had
been violating those rights by inposing an econom c, financial and diplomatic
bl ockade in order to force Cuba to abandon the econonic, social and politica
system which it had chosen as part of its right to self-determ nation

55. Such was the purpose of the Hel ms-Burton Act, which had been in force
for three years. It ainmed to destroy the Cuban revolution by hanpering the
country's econon ¢ devel opnent and encouragi ng i nternal subversive el enents.
Every year the United States Congress had adopted new provisions to ensure

i mpl enentati on of the Act, including sanctions in the formof fines or
custodi al sentences for violators. 1In addition, the United States Governnent
had bankrol |l ed a nunber of NGOs, human rights protection novenents and

al I egedl y i ndependent nedi a sources which were in fact the tools of its policy
of aggression agai nst Cuba. The Cuban people were defending thensel ves

agai nst persons working for a foreign power. However, the authorities had not
resorted to torture, death squads, extrajudicial executions or forced

di sappearances as had unfortunately happened in a nunber of other countries;
they were operating within the terms of an Act designed to protect the
country's independence and sovereignty. The Cuban people were entitled to act
thus; refusal to recognize that right would be tantamunt to aski ng Cuba not
to defend itself agai nst an aggressor

56. M. KALATTAS (International Federation for the Protection of the Rights
of Ethnic, Religious, Linguistic and OGher Mnorities) said that the Cyprus
probl em had been on the agenda of the Conm ssion and other internationa

forunms for the |last 25 years. Since the invasion of 20 July 1974, the Turkish
mlitary occupiers had commtted atrocities against the Geek Cypriot

i ndi genous popul ation, such as the bonmbing of civilian targets, cold-bl ooded
murders, torture, and mass rapes. In the occupied zone, one third of the
Greek Cypriot popul ati on had been forced to abandon their ancestral hones and
become refugees in their own country. A total of 1,619 were still reported

m ssing. A nunmber of United Nations bodies, as well as the Mvenent of
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Non- Al i gned Countries, the Commonweal th and various European institutions, had
i ssued resol utions demandi ng the urgent return of the refugees to their hones

and the restoration of the Greek Cypriots' human rights. Not only had Turkey

refused to conply with those resolutions, but it had al so pursued a policy of

destruction and col oni zation in the occupi ed zone. The nunmber of Turkish

col onists, estimated at 100, 000, added to the 35,000 Turkish occupation troops
on the island, far outnunbered the Turkish Cypriots in the occupied part of

Cyprus.

57. The unil ateral declaration of independence of the so-called Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus in Novenber 1983 contravened the 1960 Treaty
establishing the Republic of Cyprus, the Treaty of Guarantee of the sane year
the Charter of the United Nations, various Security Council resolutions and
the principles of international law. It had therefore been condemmed by a
nunber of international bodies. Turkey was |egally responsible for the

unl awf ul decl aration, which constituted a new form of aggressi on agai nst
Cyprus. It was generally believed that, unless the Security Council inposed
sanctions, Turkey would never conply with the United Nations resol utions on
Cyprus, sinply because the past 25 years had clearly proved that Turkish
interests were served by the status quo.

58. The International Federation for the Protection of the Rights of Ethnic,
Rel i gi ous, Linguistic and Gther Mnorities therefore appealed to all the
parties concerned - States, international organizations, |egal bodies and
institutions for the pronotion and protection of human rights - to focus their
attention on the breaches of international |aw and the human rights violations
commtted by Turkey in Cyprus, and also to exert pressure for the inmposition
of sanctions with a view to conpelling Turkey to abandon its long-term
expansi oni st schemes agai nst Cyprus.

59. M. MJINAVAR (Liberation) said that the Comm ssion should focus its
attention on the situation of human rights in Yemen, where cases of arbitrary
detention, torture and other forms of inhuman or degradi ng treatnent were

wi despread. Bonbardnment of civilian communities, including one incident

in 1998 in which hundreds of wonen and children had been killed, kidnapping,
murders and terrorist acts commtted by groups colluding with the authorities
had all continued, despite the cormmitnents by the Yemeni Governnment to the
Secretary-General to pursue national reconciliation and respect human rights.
The Commi ssion should exam ne the human rights situation in Yenmen and the
Yenmeni Government shoul d abide by its international obligations.

60. Li berati on was al so concerned by the fate of the popul ation of the
provi nce of Sind in Pakistan, where the Pakistani Government had declared a
state of energency in 1998, Parliament had been suspended and nmilitary courts
had handed down death sentences in flagrant violation of the rights enshrined
in the International Bill of Human Rights. Human rights violations such as
rape, torture and death in custody, which had been reported by the rel evant
Speci al Rapporteurs and Amesty International, were being used by Pakistan to
suppress the desire of the population of Sind for self-determ nation

61. The Conmi ssion should al so exanmi ne the situation of human rights in the
I ndonesi an provi nce of Aceh, where since 1989 the nunber of cases of killing,
di sappearance, rape and torture by nmenbers of the |Indonesian armed forces
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agai nst menbers of the National Liberation Front Aceh Sumatra had steadily

i ncreased. |In January, 38 men had been inprisoned and beaten by a group of
approximately 100 soldiers. Five of the nen had been killed. |n another

i ncident, soldiers had opened fire on a crowd returning froma public rally,
killing an unknown nunber of people. Corpses had been fished out of a river
bound hand and foot, and other people had sinply di sappeared. The I ndonesian
CGover nment shoul d be urged to bring proceedi ngs agai nst the known perpetrators
of those crinmes, and to provide for the thousands of wonen and chil dren who
had been wi dowed and orphaned during the past 10 years of terror

62. M. AKITO (International Buddhi st Foundation) condemed the bruta
attack of the Liberation Tigers of Tam | Eelam (LTTE) on a sacred tenple in
Sri Lanka. The wilful destruction of the nonunent, classified as a World
Heritage Site by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultura
Organi zati on (UNESCO, was part of the escalating cycle of violence between
the Sri Lankan arnmy and the terrorists. Violence sinply begot nore viol ence,
and failed to solve any civil or political problens. Those responsible for
human rights violations, whether alleged |iberation novenents or Governments,
shoul d be brought before conpetent national or international tribunals.

Buddhi sts everywhere shoul d advocate non-violence as a way of life and a

| asting solution to all problens. For its part, the Conm ssion on Human

Ri ghts, which in a sense represented the conscience of the internationa
comunity, should not allow purveyors of death to address it and seek to
justify their own barbarismby invoking the atrocities of others. The

Conmi ssion should find a suitable way to condemm Governments that were guilty
of human rights abuses while rejecting those who attenpted to glorify crimna
or gani zati ons.

63. M. PARY (Indian Movenent “Tupaj Amaru”) said that current internationa
| aw condemmed al | aggressi on agai nst sovereign countries and pronoted the
establishnment of friendly relations between nations founded on the right of
peoples to self-determ nati on and the peaceful settlenent of conflicts. The
Security Council was the only body empowered to maintain international peace
and security.

64. Neverthel ess, in Decenber 1998, in defiance of those principles, the
United States, with the support of the United Kingdom and the conplicity of
Tur key, Spain and nei ghbouring Arab countries, and under the indifferent,

sel fish and hypocritical gaze of international public opinion, had | aunched a
feroci ous attack upon the lraqi people. The allegedly “surgical and cl ean”
war waged at a distance had resulted in the destruction of the Basra oi
refinery, of key inportance for Iraqgi crude oil exports under the oil-for-food
programe. Successive wars and econom ¢ sanctions had returned the country
to the pre-industrial age. Operation Desert Fox had al so reveal ed that

i nspectors of the United Nati ons Special Comm ssion for the elimnation of
Irag's weapons of mass destruction (UNSCOM, and especially its chief, had
engaged in espionage activities for the benefit of the great Powers.

65. As the Comm ssion was exam ning human rights viol ations around the
wor | d, NATO bonmbs and missiles were raining dowmn on the towns and vill ages of
a sovereign country, Yugoslavia, w thout any declaration of war, thereby
provoki ng a mass exodus of refugees.
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66. In blatant violation of General Assenbly resolutions, the United States
had al so strengthened its econom ¢ and comerci al bl ockade of Cuba, thereby
condemming mllions to a slow death.

67. The Commi ssion should take specific steps to end the Western sanctions
agai nst Cuba, Iraq and the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and thus respect the right
of peoples to self-determ nation

68. M. VONG (International Association for the Defence of Religious

Li berty) said that fighting between Miuslinms and Christians on the |Indonesian

i sland of Anbon had resulted in a nunber of deaths. Mny churches had al so
been destroyed or damaged. A lack of neutrality and inpartiality on the part
of the security forces had al so been widely reported. For exanple, in the
Christian village of Benteng Karang, in northern Ambon, 15 Christians had been
massacred and hacked to pieces on 20 January 1999. Four nenbers of the
security forces arriving at the scene had reportedly enbraced the rioters

before departing. If it wished to prevent an escalation in the violence, the
I ndonesi an Governnent shoul d take urgent action to ensure that the security
forces protected all religious conmunities inpartially. It should also permt

the rebuil ding of churches and Christian schools which had been destroyed or
damaged.

69. In India, particularly in the states of Gujarat and Orissa, H ndu

extrem sts had burned and pillaged churches and terrorized the Christian
comunity. For example, on 23 January 1999 H ndu extrem sts had burned to
death an Australian m ssionary, G aham Staines, and his two sons aged 10 and 8
in the village of Manoharpur in Orissa State. The Indian Governnent needed to
take urgent neasures to protect religious freedomand bring inciters of
religious hatred to justice

70. In Burnma, the mlitary regine was continuing to carry out its policy of
et hni c cl eansi ng and genoci de against mnority peoples such as the Karen
Karenni and Shan. International sanctions should be inposed on the Burnese
regime, and its |eaders should be brought before an international tribunal to
answer for the crime of genocide and other crines against humanity.

71. M. SAFI (World Muslim Congress) said that although India clainmed to be
the world's | argest denocracy, its human rights record was atrocious. Over
hal f of India's population were outcasts. The “untouchabl es” were the npst

di sadvant aged group. They were born and died in servitude and were often
victinms of violence. Dalit wonen and girls were bought and sold and subjected
to all forns of exploitation, particularly of a sexual nature.

72. Rel i gious mnorities, especially Mislins, Sikhs, Christians and

Buddhi sts, were victins of religious intolerance, as denonstrated by the
massacre of Sikhs in 1984 in New Del hi and other regions of India; the
destruction of the Babri nosque by Hi ndu fundanmentalists; the massacre of
Muslinms in Bonbay in 1992; recent killings of Christians, particularly in the
State of Gujarat; the nurder of H ndu pundits in Indian-occupied Jammu and
Kashmr; atrocities commtted with conplete inpunity by Indian mlitary and
param litary forces in Kashmr; and the canpaign of repression against Bodos,
Nagas and Assanese in the north-east of the country.
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73. Rapes, prostitution (especially child prostitution), forced child
| abour, bride-burning, dowy deaths and fenmale infanticide were al so
wi despread in India.

74. The Commi ssion should therefore invite the thematic rapporteurs to
i nvestigate the human rights abuses and excesses in India and | ndi an-occupi ed
Jammu and Kashmr.

75. M. QO (Article XIX: The International Centre Agai nst Censorship) said
that much remained to be done in Nigeria to ensure a successful transition to
denocracy. In particular, steps should be taken to repeal the repressive
mlitary decrees which were still in force, nanely the Federal Mlitary

CGover nment (Supremacy and Enforcenment of Powers) Decree No. 12 of 1994, the
Constitution (Suspension and Modification) Decree No. 107 of 1993, and the
State Security (Detention of Persons) Decree No. 2 of 1984.

76. Journalists and nedi a organi zati ons had continued to suffer harassnent.

I n August 1998, kozi e Amarube, a journalist working for News Service, had
been shot by the police. News Service had openly criticized the Governnent
and denounced corruption. No investigation had yet taken place. In February,
the police had confiscated copies of the newspaper The News, which had been
intending to publish a story on official corruption during the Abacha era.

The Commi ssion should therefore renew the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on
the situation of human rights in Nigeria for at |east another year in order to
check that genui ne denocracy had returned to the country.

77. Vi ol ati ons of fundanmental human rights such as freedom of expression, in
addition to massacres and di sappearances, had continued in Algeria. Wile
many abuses had been committed by shadowy arned groups, others had undoubtedly
been the work of governnent forces. The alnost total absence of independent

i nformati on on the conflict had sinply encouraged inmpunity. Wile |ess
strictly censored than in recent years, the nedia remined severely
constr ai ned.

78. It was unclear why the Al gerian Government had consistently bl ocked the
Commi ssion’s efforts to establish the truth, notably by nmeans of a joint visit
to Algeria by the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or
degradi ng treatment or punishnment and the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial
summary or arbitrary executions. |If the Algerian authorities failed to
recei ve the Special Rapporteurs within three nonths of the forthcom ng

el ections, the Comm ssion should appoint a Special Rapporteur on the situation
in Al geria.

79. Ms. AGDAS (Fédération dénocratique internationale des femes) said that,
havi ng been refused political asylumby Italy and the Russian Federation
Abdul | ah Gcal an, the | eader of the Kurdish Workers’ Party (PKK), had been

ki dnapped in Kenya in an operation involving the Turkish, Israeli

United States, Greek and Kenyan authorities. He would probably be sentenced
to death after a trial in which the fundanmental right of defence would be

vi ol at ed.

80. The Uni versal Declaration of Human Rights stated that “it is essential
if man is not to be conpelled to have recourse, as a |last resort, to rebellion
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agai nst tyranny and oppression, that human rights should be protected by the
rule of law'. Furthernore, in 1973 the General Assenbly had established that
struggl es agai nst colonial and racist reginmes were legitimate and fully
conformed with the principles of international |aw, and that attenpts to
suppress rebellion agai nst such regimes were inconmpatible with the Charter of
the United Nations. Abdullah Ccalan had sinmply demanded the right of

sel f-determ nation for his people and had waged war agai nst the Turkish
Governnment ' s oppression of the Kurdish people.

81. The Commi ssion should condem the policy of the Turki sh Governnent and
help to find a peaceful political solution to the war in Kurdistan

82. M. CGRACIA HENRI QUEZ (National Union of Jurists of Cuba) said that the
Protection of |ndependence and the National Econony Act which had recently
been adopted in Cuba was intended not to suppress freedom of expression but
to strengthen the array of Cuban | egislation enabling the country to deal with
the political, economc and mlitary war being waged against it by the

United States. The Act made it an offence to pass information to the

United States Government in execution of the Helms-Burton Act, which had been
unani nously condemed by the international community. It also penalized
persons who col |l aborated with the United States nmedia to pronote the econom c
bl ockade and the inposition of sanctions agai nst Cuba, and persons who caused
public di sturbances or commtted acts intended to sabotage econom c rel ations
or foreign investment in Cuba.

83. The 30-year canpaign of State terrorismwaged by the United States
Gover nment, whi ch harboured the terrorist groups that had planted bonbs in
Cuban hotels, violated the right of peoples to self-determ nation and was an
unconsci onabl e assault on the country’s national sovereignty. Accordingly,
Cuban jurists urged the Conm ssion to appoint a special rapporteur to

i nvestigate the human rights abuses perpetrated by the United States,
including the victimzation of the Cuban people.

84. Ms. PARKER (I nternational Educational Devel opnent, Inc.) said

that 38 countries in the world were currently affected by war and up

to 30 nore could explode into war at any tine. Africa alone was the scene

of 16 wars. In Sierra Leone, the nunmber of dead, injured and displ aced
persons and people at risk of starvation was very high. Wars were being
fought in the Sudan, Somalia, the Denocratic Republic of the Congo, Burund
and, to a lesser extent, in Rwanda, Uganda, Lesotho, the Conoros, Liberia,

Qui nea- Bi ssau and Angol a, not forgetting the conflicts between Ethiopia and
Eritrea and Mdrocco and Western Sahara. The referendum for Western Sahara had
once agai n been post poned.

85. In Asia, the Sri Lankan Governnment had ignored the attenpts by the

i nternational comunity to settle the conflict through negotiation. In Burma
the refusal of the illegal regine in power to take account of the aspirations
of ethnic mnorities had led to armed conflict. 1In Kashmr, the plebiscite to
enabl e the population to determne its status had still not been organized.

I'n I ndian-occupi ed Kashmr, the Indian armed forces had continued to conmmt
serious breaches of the Geneva Conventi ons.
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86. Al t hough the efforts nade by President Habibie to renedy the situation
in East Tinmor were encouraging, the Indonesian Governnment still had to
determ ne the status of the Ml uccas and Aceh in the context of

the 1948 agreenents concluded under the auspices of the United Nations. The
Conmi ssion shoul d urge the Indonesian authorities to nmake every effort to halt
t he confrontations between the settlers fromJava and the popul ati on of the
Mol uccas.

87. In Mexico, the authorities had conmitted human rights abuses and
violations of humanitarian |aw. They had been inplicated in the massacre of

i ndi genous people at Acteal and El Bosque in Decenber 1997. |In addition, the
Mexi can Government had tried to sabotage the San Andrés Agreement with the

Ej ército Zapatista para |l a Liberaci 6n Nacional (EZLN). It was encouragi ng

t hat the Sub- Comm ssion had adopted a resol uti on condeming the flagrant human
rights violations in Mexico. The Conm ssion should appoint a specia
rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Mexico.

88. Ms. VEENYAN (Al'l-China Whmen' s Federation) said that the strengthening of
bilateral and nultilateral dialogue with a view to inproving human rights
protecti on was an encouraging sign. Unfortunately, in many parts of the
worl d, such protection was still inadequate. 1In the United States, for
exanpl e, 18 per cent of wonen had been victinms of rape or attenpted rape in
1998. A study of 152 countries carried out in 1998 by the Internationa

Labour Organi zati on had revealed that the United States had the worst | abour
protection for wonen. For exanple, wonen in the United States had only three
nont hs of unpaid maternity |leave. Child neglect and child suicides were other
very alarm ng problenms. Racial discrimnation and police violence were
conmonpl ace. The United States had not ratified the Convention on the Rights
of the Child or the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Fornms of

Di scrim nati on agai nst Wonen.

89. Abroad, NATO, led by the United States, had used nodern weapons agai nst
a small sovereign State, thereby provoking the displacenent of |arge nunbers
of innocent civilians including wonmen and children. The mlitary canpai gn was
a cause for indignation and should be halted innrediately.

90. It was to be hoped that, in the future, the Conm ssion would play a nore
constructive role in the pronotion and protection of human rights and that the
human rights abuses which had occurred in the twentieth century would not be
repeated in the com ng century.

The neeting rose at 1 p. m




