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The neeting was called to order at 3 p.m

ADVI SORY SERVI CES AND TECHNI CAL COOPERATI ON IN THE FI ELD OF HUMAN RI GHTS
(agenda item 19) (E/CN.4/1999/98-102 and 103 and Add.1; A/53/309 and 355)

1. Ms. RUSTAM (I ndonesia) said that activities for the pronotion and
protection of human rights were of equal value and nutually reinforcing. Wen
the protection aspect prevailed, however, there was a risk of politicization
Pronmotional activities in the formof training and educati on,
institution-building and | egislation were essential prerequisites for
sust ai ned observance of human rights standards. Advisory services and
techni cal cooperation were a highly effective nmeans of devel opi ng nationa
human rights capacity.

2. Monitoring was an entirely separate activity and could render technica
cooperation ineffective if the two were conmbi ned. The nonitoring aspect
tended to predomnate in the Commission's work. It was a relatively cheap

exerci se that accommdated the political interests of the Governnents
concerned. Technical cooperation and advi sory services required nore
resources, tine and effort. Pronotional progranmes were a continuing process
that involved infrastructural devel opnent. A country's |evel of devel opnent
shoul d be taken into account in any assessnment of the human rights situation
al though it could never be an excuse for human rights violations.

3. Her Government had | aunched a five-year National Plan of Action on Human
Ri ghts in June 1998, inplenentation of which was expected to result in a
strengt hened structural framework for human rights. The Plan was based on
four principles: ratification of international human rights instrunments;

i nformati on and educati on on human rights; nmeasures to address human rights
i ssues, particularly those relating to non-derogatory rights; and the

i mpl enentation of ratified international treaties. Increased bilateral and
mul til ateral cooperation was sought in support of the Plan and a project to
that effect was being inplenented in the context of the Menorandum of
Under st andi ng on techni cal cooperation concluded between the Governnent and
the O fice of the H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). The proj ect
covered the strengthening of national human rights reporting capacity,

el aborati on of education programres, raising public awareness and
strengthening the capacity of the |Indonesian National Conm ssion on Human
Rights. A progranme to build up national reporting capacity was al so being
conducted in cooperation with the Government of Australia.

4, Her del egati on had taken note of the increase in contributions to the
Vol untary Fund for Technical Cooperation in the Field of Human Ri ghts and
enphasi zed the need to appropriate additional resources fromthe regular
budget for activities in that field.

5. M. MANSOUR (Observer for the Islam c Republic of Iran) said that the
remar kabl e i ncrease in the nunmber of requests for advisory services and
techni cal cooperation reported by the Secretary-Ceneral (E/ CN. 4/1999/99)
reflected the growing commtnent of States to the pronotion and protection of
human ri ghts and encouraged human rights activists to pursue their work with
renewed vigour. He comrended OHCHR on its provision of advisory services and
techni cal and financial assistance but regretted that all the requests had not
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been nmet owing to lack of capacity and i nadequate resources. All Menber
States shoul d seek ways and neans of strengthening OHCHR capacity in that
area, inter alia by allocating additional resources for the purpose. Such
services should be provided in an inpartial, non-political and transparent
way. He was pleased to announce that his country's request for technica
assi stance and advisory services had finally received a positive response.

6. Noting with interest the conclusion of a Menorandum of Understandi ng

bet ween OHCHR and the United Nations Devel opment Progranme (UNDP) in May 1998,
he expressed the hope that the new UNDP conmmitnment would contribute to the
promoti on of human rights worl dwi de. The Faculty of Legal and Politica

Sci ence of Tehran University had concluded an agreenent with the UNDP O fice
in Tehran on a four-year joint project for human rights education and
research.

7. Ms. PELCANDI NI (International Comrmittee of the Red Cross (ICRC)) said
that the fiftieth anniversary of the four CGeneva Conventions for the
Protection of Victinms of War would fall on 12 August 1999. It was inportant
to ensure w de dissem nation of the rules they contained and to give them
practical effect by incorporating themin donestic |egislation and | ega
procedures. The | CRC Advisory Service on International Humanitarian Law

of fered Governnments practical and technical advice on the enforcement of
humani tarian | aw treaties.

8. The Advi sory Service had recently been focusing on the need to nmake
provision in donestic crimnal |aw and procedure for the repression of war
crinmes and other serious violations of international humanitarian | aw.
Experts had met at Geneva in November 1998 to discuss such action in
comon- | aw countries and experts from Spain and Latin Anerica had net at
Madrid in March 1999 to consi der ways of anendi ng domestic |legislation to
provide for the prosecution of war crines and to permt ratification of the
Statute of the International Crimnal Court. In the light of their findings,
t he Advisory Service had begun to issue guiding principles on relevant

techni cal issues.

9. The Advisory Service also worked to facilitate exchanges between States
on neasures taken to inplement international humanitarian |aw obligations. A
col l ection of inplementing enactnments was being conpiled and coul d be
consulted by interested parties. To date, 47 States had set up nationa

intermnisterial conmittees to facilitate the adopti on of such neasures. In
some cases, the national human rights body was carrying out consultative
functions. |ICRC s Advisory Service supported the establishnment of such

structures, which had denmonstrated their ability to achi eve genui ne progress
in the inplenmentation of international treaties.

10. The Advi sory Service cooperated with OHCHR in the areas of education and
di ssem nati on and hoped to increase such cooperation and open up additiona
channel s for dial ogue and concerted action with the relevant regional and

nati onal bodies.

11. M. ABDEL MONEI M (Cbserver for Egypt) said that technical cooperation
was one of the nost inportant tools for strengthening the protection of human
rights. While human rights concepts and val ues were essentially universal
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i ndi vi dual societies had to contend with special circunstances and probl ens.
The techni cal cooperation programme was an effective nmeans of addressing those
probl ems and neeting individual requirenments. For exanple, training
programes for | aw enforcenent and crimnal-investigation personnel played an
i mportant role in preventing torture.

12. It was essential, however, that OHCHR should be in a position to
distribute its human and material resources in a balanced way and vol untary
contributions should not be tied to technical cooperation in specific fields.
All States were responsible for ensuring respect for the principle of the
universality and indivisibility of human rights and the freedom of donors to
make contributions as they saw fit should not conflict with the principle of
universality or pronote doubl e standards and sel ectivity.

13. M. LEON (Conission for the Defence of Human Rights in Central Anerica),
speaki ng al so on behalf of the International Indian Treaty Council, said that
urgent action by the United Nations and its specialized agencies was needed to
assist States to extend the rule of law. Such action nust be suppl enented,
however, by measures to support the institutions of civil society because of
the role they played in pronoting respect for human rights and for the rights
of indigenous peopl es.

14. Funds were needed to establish appropriate nmechani snms to address the
structural problenms that were the root cause of systematic violations of hunman
rights in many countries. 1In Guatermala, for exanple, the Governnent, civi

soci ety and the Mayan peopl e needed advice on how to inplenent the
recommendati ons of the Truth Comm ssion ained at national reconciliation. The
United Nations Mssion for the Verification of Human Rights in Guatemal a

(M NUGUA) woul d conplete its work in the year 2000 and a repl acenment

United Nations team was needed. The Special Rapporteur on the independence of
judges and | awyers should visit Guatermala - as requested by the Governnent -
to prevent inpunity fromdestabilizing the country, despite the Suprenme Court
opposition to the idea.

15. The Commi ssion should provide funds to systematize information on every
aspect of indigenous rights so that States' policies towards their indigenous
peopl es could be assessed. In addition to the establishment of a pernmanent

forum a special rapporteur for indigenous people should be appointed.

16. Ms. HECTOR (Lawyers Committee for Human Rights) said that there was a
climate of inmpunity and political interference in the judicial process in
Canbodi a and non-governnental organi zati ons (NGOs) were harassed. In
Decenber 1998, a human rights activist had been shot dead, seemingly for

hel ping 15 fanilies that were fighting possible eviction. The alleged killer
was a menber of a local militia and therefore protected by a | egal provision
giving imunity to “public officials”. That provision should be repeal ed.
Two ot her activists had been arrested after a denonstration against the
dunpi ng of toxic waste. They had been charged but their | awers had been
prevented from seeing the evidence against themfor three weeks. The appeals
court had later overruled the |ocal court's decision in terns that clearly

i ndicated that, at the local |evel anyway, political influence was regularly
exerci sed over the judiciary.
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17. Justice and reconciliation in Canmbodia woul d be served only if there was
accountability for the atrocities conmtted there between 1975 and 1979. Any
mechani sm for the prosecution of Khmer Rouge | eaders nmust be both independent
and fair but the Cambodi an judicial infrastructure was quite inadequate and
could not be remedied by injecting international financial and personne
assistance into the donestic tribunals. The Comm ssion should thus reconmrend
that the Security Council establish an ad hoc international crimnal tribuna
under Chapter VIl of the Charter of the United Nations.

18. The Governnent of Canbodi a should ensure that its representatives
appeared before the Human Rights Comrittee to present the country's initia
report under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

19. M. OMNA (International Young Catholic Students), speaking also on
behal f of Pax Romana, said that the human rights situation in Haiti remained a
cause for concern. In particular, a remarkable human rights defender, the
liberation theologian Fr. Jean Pierre-Louis, had been brutally nurdered by two
gunmen on 3 August 1998. He had aroused the anger of a |large | andowni ng

fam |y by his speeches criticizing exploitation and dom nation and the

M nister of Information had | abelled hima comunist. He had advocated
political reforns, the complete elimnation of paramlitary groups and the
construction of a proper judicial system The file on Fr. Jean's case was

cl osed, as were those on so many others.

20. Policemen identified as responsible for human rights violations were

[ eft unpuni shed, intimdation of human rights organi zati ons continued and a

| ar ge number of persons were held in pre-trial detention for |ong periods

Wit hout their cases coming to court. VWile the United Nations Civilian Police
M ssion in Haiti had done useful work, OHCHR assistance in the field of human
rights was also urgently required, since the econom c and social future of the
Hai ti an people very largely depended on the inplenmentation of the plan of
action to reformthe country's judicial system

ORGANI ZATI ON OF THE WORK OF THE SESSI ON (agenda item 3) (conti nued)

21. Ms. ROBINSON (United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts),
bringing the Conmmi ssion up to date on devel opments in the Kosovo crisis, said
that there were currently six OHCHR staff menbers in Skopje, five in Tirana
and three in Podgorica. The field office in Tirana would shortly be
reinforced by five human rights officers contributed by the Governnent of
Switzerl and and two dat a-processing experts contributed by the Government of
Nor way ( NORDEM programme) were already in Geneva to help her Ofice set up a
dat abase. Another three human rights officers from NORDEM woul d arrive
shortly for deploynent in Skopje. The Special Rapporteur on Bosnia and

Her zegovi na, the Republic of Croatia and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
was arranging a mssion to the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia in the near
future.

22. The nunber of persons dislocated by the crisis had continued to grow.
According to the |latest UNHCR statistics, there were 32,300 in Bosnia, 68,200
in Montenegro, 132,100 in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and
359,000 in Albania: a total of 591,600. Figures for Serbia were not
avai |l abl e.
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23. Over the past few days the nunber of refugees who had managed to cross

i nternational borders had fluctuated substantially. Earlier in the week many,
i ncl udi ng worren and children, had been turned back at the border of the fornmer
Yugosl av Republic of Micedoni a by Yugoslav officials. Those allowed to pass
had reportedly obtained perm ssion to enter the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedoni a only after showi ng identity docunents.

24, The World Food Programre (WFP) had estinmated the number of internally

di spl aced persons inside Kosovo at 800, 000. Sone refugees had been hiding for
weeks in the hills and had had to wal k for days in order to reach the border
Children and el derly people had died of exposure. Several refugees had
reported being forced to pay substantial bribes to border officials in order
to cross the frontier. Some refugees had shown signs of mstreatnment and
beati ngs such as scars and bruises, while others, including children, had
bull et or shrapnel wounds. The first cases of malnutrition had al so been
reported.

25. On 17 April, five refugees, including three children, had died in a

| andmi ne explosion in the no man's | and between a Serbi an checkpoint and the
Al bani an border. The United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
expected thousands of refugees to flee the region over the next few days.

26. One of the objectives of the OHCHR mi ssion was to determine trends.
Testinoni es received so far confirnmed that, in many cases, inhabitants had
been forced to | eave after their towns or villages had been shelled or set on
fire by Serb mlitary or paranmlitary forces or the police.

27. Several people fromLlashtice had reported the shelling of their village
by heavy artillery on 17 March, obliging the population to hide in nearby
woods for 15 days. Their houses had reportedly been burned by paramlitaries
and regul ar Yugoslav army troops. One group which attenpted to flee had been
surrounded by paramilitary forces who had opened fire on them They had | ater
encountered a group of Serb regular forces who had taken their identity papers
and robbed them Several young nen had been beaten. Men had been ordered to
fetch their tractors and the villagers had been ordered to go to the border

28. On 14 April, about 100 people had reportedly been simlarly expelled
from Presheva. Many villages along the road fromGrjiliane to Presheva had
reportedly been burned and the popul ation forcibly expelled.

29. OHCHR staff nmenbers in Tirana had interviewed three refugee famlies
fromdifferent villages in the Prizren nunicipality, who had reported that
they had been forcibly evicted fromtheir honmes by Serbian police. Serhbian
forces had surrounded each village and the police had gone from house to
house, ordering the occupants to |eave within short tines, ranging from

15 mnutes to 1 hour. The police had arrived in tanks, armoured vehicles or
what appeared to be confiscated civilian vehicles. They had either worn masks
or their faces had been painted. Identity cards, car registration plates and
val uabl es had been confiscated or destroyed. Her staff in the field had

provi ded her with nunmerous simlar accounts of forcible displacenent.

30. In one incident it had been reported that six ethnic Al bani ans had been
killed by Yugoslav arny fire in the village of Kaluderski Laz, Montenegro.
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Many Kosovars, as well as ethnic Al bani ans from Montenegro, had been | eaving
for Al bania, fearing a spillover of ethnic cleansing into Mntenegro.

31. OHCHR staff nenmbers in the field continued to receive accounts of nass
executions and killings in Kosovo. Serbs reportedly killed those who
hesitated to | eave their houses or villages when ordered to do so.

Three bodi es of persons who had been shot in the head had reportedly been
found after the forced displacenent of the population of a village close to
Gnjiliane. O her witnesses had reported that, on 15 April, paramlitary and
regul ar forces had expelled the residents of the village of Rahovia, on the
outskirts of Presheva. Two people had all egedly been executed. One w tness
had said that, after being ordered out of his home he had hidden for four days
in a nearby house; when he had finally left his village - near D akovica - he
had seen 15 to 20 corpses with their throats slit. |In another interview, a
refugee famly had stated that they had w tnessed the machi ne-gun killing

of 10 relatives by Serbian police on 25 March in Celin.

32. UNHCR reported that there was a significant nunber of handi capped
children and adults requiring special care anong the refugees. The |ICRC had
al ready registered 251 unacconpani ed children and recorded 826 parents
claimng one or nore mssing children

33. Newly arrived refugees had stated that thousands of Kosovo Al bani ans had
been “detai ned” between Mtrovica and D akovi ca and were being used as forced
| abour. More information on that allegation was bei ng sought.

34. Various sources had reported that as many as 100, 000 Kosovo Al bani an nen
of fighting age were unaccounted for

35. OHCHR staff nmenbers in the field had contacted a nunber of |oca

organi zations to seek information concerning the situation of wonen refugees.
Interviews had so far revealed that they had experienced the sane treatnent as
men. When wonen refused police demands for noney they were beaten or treated
roughly. In addition, wonmen had witnessed the ill-treatment of male famly
menbers, including the execution before their eyes of husbands or sons and the
separation or abduction of male famly nenbers or men fromthe comunity.
There had al so been all eged sexual assaults.

36. OHCHR st aff nmenbers reported that patients fromthe Pristina hospita
arriving at the Radusha canp in Macedonia had told Médecins du Monde that the
hospital in Pristina had been closed and all the patients expelled. The
consequences of the nonth-long bonmbing by the North Atlantic Treaty

Organi zati on (NATO on econonm c and social rights in the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avia were not known. She had witten to the authorities of that country
giving themthe opportunity to provide her with information.

37. Wth regard to civilian casualties resulting fromthe NATO mlitary
action, she had offered the authorities of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
the opportunity to provide her with information. They had replied in the
foll owi ng terms:

“As a consequence of the NATO action, the living conditions of the
11 million citizens of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia have
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dramatically changed. Hundreds of thousands of workers have becone

jobl ess due to the destruction of industrial facilities. Hundreds of
famlies were left roofless after destruction of residential buildings.
The destruction of heating plants has left half the citizens of Bel grade
wi t hout any heating. After the destruction of a bridge on the Danube
river in Novi Sad, 600,000 residents were cut-off from safe drinking

wat er supply.

Over 190 schools and education facilities have been destroyed and
many hospitals and care institutions have been either danmaged or
destroyed.

To date, over 500 civilians have been reported killed. Over 4,000
have sustai ned severe injuries, particularly in Kursumija, Pancevo,
Cacak, Pristina, O ahovac.”

38. She reiterated her call to the responsible authorities in the Federa
Republ i ¢ of Yugoslavia and the international community to increase their
efforts to reach a peaceful resolution of the situation, in order to put an
end to the suffering of the people of Kosovo and the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avia. She al so comended the val uable work carried out by internationa
organi zations, especially UNHCR, and international and | ocal NGOs on the
ground in Al bania, the forner Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Mont enegro.
Lastly, she paid special tribute to the nenory of the three humanitarian aid
wor kers, including two staff nenbers of Refugees International, who had | ost
their lives in the past week in a car accident while bringing aid to refugees
in Northern Al bani a.

The neeting rose at 3.55 p.m




