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1999/ 44. Hunman rights of m grants

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts

Consi dering that the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts proclai ns
that all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights and that
everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedons set out therein, wthout
di stinction of any kind, in particular as to race, colour or national origin,

Reaffirm ng that every State party to the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights nmust ensure to all individuals within its territory
and subject to its jurisdiction the rights recognized in that Covenant,

Reaffirm ng also that every State party to the International Covenant on

Economi ¢, Social and Cultural Rights nust undertake to guarantee that the
rights enunciated in that Covenant will be exercised w thout discrimnation of
any kind, including on the basis of national origin,

Taking note of the large and increasing nunber of mgrants in the world,

Deeply concerned at the manifestations of racism xenophobia and other

forms of discrimnation and i nhuman and degradi ng treatment against mgrants
in different parts of the world,

Bearing in mind the situation of vulnerability in which mgrants

frequently find thensel ves, owi ng, anong other things, to their absence from
their State of origin and to the difficulties they encounter because of

di fferences of |anguage, costune and culture, as well as the econom c and
social difficulties and obstacles for the return of mgrants who are
non-docunented or in an irregular situation to their States of origin

Bearing also in mndthe need for a focused and consi stent approach

towards mgrants as a specific vul nerable group, particularly wonen and
children mgrants,
Encouraged by the increasing interest of the international comrunity in
the effective and full protection of the human rights of all mgrants,
Recalling its resolutions 1998/16 of 9 April 1998 and 1997/ 15 of
3 April 1997 and its decision to reconvene the working group of
i ntergovernmental experts on the human rights of migrants with the mandate to
gather all relevant information on the obstacles existing to the effective and
full protection of the human rights of migrants and to el aborate
recomrendati ons on strengthening the pronotion, protection and inplenentation

of the human rights of mgrants,
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Havi ng exam ned the report of the working group of intergovernnental
experts on the human rights of mgrants (E/ CN. 4/1999/80),

Taking note with appreciationof the recommendati ons of the working

group,
Resol ved to ensure respect for the human rights and fundanmental freedons
of all mgrants,

1. Acknow edges that the principles and standards enmbodied in the

Uni versal Decl aration of Human Ri ghts apply to everyone, including mgrants;

2. Requests States, in conformty with their respective
constitutional systens, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the
international instrunments to which they are party, which may include the
I nternational Covenants on Human Ri ghts, the Convention agai nst Torture and
O her Cruel, I nhuman or Degrading Treatnment or Punishment, the Internationa
Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forms of Racial Discrimnation, the
Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forms of Discrimnation against Wnen,
the Convention on the Rights of the Child and ot her applicable internationa
human rights instrunents, effectively to pronote and protect the human rights
of all mgrants;

3. Decides to appoint, for a three-year period, a special rapporteur
on the human rights of mgrants to exam ne ways and neans to overcone the
obstacles existing to the full and effective protection of the human rights of
this vul nerabl e group, including obstacles and difficulties for the return of
m grants who are non-docunented or in an irregular situation, with the
foll owi ng functions:

(a) To request and receive information fromall relevant sources,

i ncluding mgrants thenselves, on violations of the human rights of mgrants
and their fanmlies;

(b) To formul ate appropriate recomrendations to prevent and renedy
viol ations of the human rights of migrants, wherever they may occur;

(c) To promote the effective application of relevant internationa
nornms and standards on the issue;

(d) To reconmend actions and neasures applicable at the national,
regional and international levels to elimnate violations of the human rights

of mgrants;
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(e) To take into account a gender perspective when requesting and
anal ysing information, as well as to give special attention to the occurrence
of multiple discrimnation and violence agai nst m grant women;

4, Requests the Special Rapporteur, in carrying out his/her mandate
to give careful consideration to the various recomendati ons of the worKking
group of intergovernnental experts ained at the pronotion and protection of
the human rights of migrants, and to take into consideration relevant human
rights instruments of the United Nations to pronpote and protect the human
rights of m grants;

5. Invites the Special Rapporteur, in carrying out this nmandate and
within the framework of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts and al
other international instrunents, to request, receive and exchange information
on violations of the human rights of migrants from Governnents, treaty bodies,
speci al i zed agenci es, special rapporteurs for various human rights questions
and fromintergovernnental organizations, other conpetent organizations of the
Uni ted Nations system and non-governmental organizations, including nmigrants
organi zations, and to respond effectively to such information,;

6. Requests the Special Rapporteur, in carrying out his/her mandate
to take into account bilateral and regional negotiations which aim at
addressing, inter alia, the return and reinsertion of migrants who are
non-docunented or in an irregular situation

7. Requests the Chairman of the Conmi ssion, after consultations with
the other nenbers of the Bureau, to appoint as Special Rapporteur an
i ndi vi dual of recognized international standing and experience in addressing

the human rights of migrants;

8. Requests all Governments to cooperate fully with the Specia
Rapporteur in the performance of the tasks and duties mandated and to furnish
all information requested, including by reacting pronptly to his/her urgent
appeal s;

9. Encour ages Governments to give serious consideration to inviting

the Special Rapporteur to visit their countries so as to enable hinfher to

fulfil the mandate effectively;
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10. Invites the Special Rapporteur to contribute to the preparatory
comrittee for the World Conference agai nst Racism Racial Discrimnation
Xenophobi a and Rel ated Intol erance, within the framework of the objectives of
the Conference, including by identifying najor issues to be considered by the
Conf erence;

11. Requests the Special Rapporteur to subnmit a report on his/her
activities to the Commission at its fifty-sixth session;

12. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to give the Special Rapporteur al
necessary human and financial assistance for the fulfilment of his/her
mandat e

13. Decides to exanm ne this question further, as a matter of priority,
at its fifty-sixth session under the same agenda item

56th neeting

27 April 1999
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. Xl V.]

1999/ 45. |International Convention on the Protection of
the Rights of All Magrant Wrkers and Menbers
of Their Famlies

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Reaffirm ng once nore the permanent validity of the principles and
st andards enbodied in the principal instrunments regarding the international
protection of human rights, in particular the Universal Declaration of Human
Ri ghts, the International Covenants on Human Ri ghts, the Internationa
Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forms of Racial Discrimnation, the
Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forms of Discrimnation against Wmen and
the Convention on the Rights of the Child,

Bearing in nmind the principles and standards established within the

framework of the International Labour Organization and the inportance of the
task carried out in connection with mgrant workers and their famlies in
ot her specialized agencies and in various United Nations bodi es,

Concerned at the situation of m grant workers and menbers of their
fam lies and at the nmarked increase in mgratory novenents that has occurred,
especially in certain parts of the world,

Underlining the inportance of the creation of conditions to foster
greater harnony and tol erance between m grant workers and the rest of the

society of the State in which they reside, with the aimof elimnating the
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growi ng mani festations of raci smand xenophobi a taking place in segnents of
many societies and perpetrated by individuals or groups against m grant
wor ker's,

Recal li ng General Assenbly resolution 45/158 of 18 December 1990, by
whi ch the Assenbly adopted and opened for signature, ratification and
accession to the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of
Al Mgrant Wrkers and Menbers of Their Families, contained in the annex to
t he resol ution,

Consi dering that the Vienna Declaration and Programe of Action adopted
by the World Conference on Human Ri ghts (A/ CONF. 157/23) urges all States to
guarantee the protection of all mgrant workers and their fanmlies and invites
themto consider the possibility of signing and ratifying the Convention at
the earliest possible tine,

1. Expresses its deep concern at the growi ng manifestati ons of

raci sm xenophobia and other forms of discrimnation and i nhuman and degr adi ng
treat nent against mgrant workers in different parts of the world;

2. Urges countries of destination to review and adopt, as
appropriate, nmeasures to prevent the excessive use of force and to ensure that
their police forces and conpetent mgration authorities conply with the basic
standards relating to the decent treatment of migrant workers and their
famlies, inter alia through the organization of training courses on human
rights;

3. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the status of
the I nternational Convention on the Protection of the Rights of Al M grant
Wor kers and Menbers of Their Fam lies (E/ CN. 4/1999/77), and wel cones the fact
that sone additional Menber States have recently signed, ratified or acceded
to the Convention;

4, Calls upon all Menber States to consider the possibility of
signing and ratifying or acceding to the Convention as a matter of priority,
and expresses the hope that this international instrument will enter into
force at early date;

5. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to provide all facilities and
assi stance necessary for the active pronotion of the Convention, through the
Worl d Public Information Canpaign for Human Ri ghts and the programe of

advi sory services in the field of human rights;
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6. Wel cones the | aunching of the gl obal campaign for entry into force
of the Convention, and invites organi zati ons and agenci es of the
United Nations system as well as intergovernnental and non-governnenta
organi zations, to continue and intensify their efforts with a viewto
di ssem nating informati on on and pronoting the Conventi ons;

7. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to submt to the Conmission at its
fifty-sixth session a report on the status of the Convention and on the
efforts made by the Secretariat to pronote the Convention and the protection
of the rights of mgrant workers;

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-sixth
session under the itementitled “Specific groups and individuals: mgrant
wor kers”.

56th neeting

27 April 1999
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. Xl V.]

1999/ 46. Contenporary forns of slavery

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Gravely concerned at nodern manifestations of slavery, the slave trade

and sl avery-like practices,

Recalling its previous resolutions on the subject, especially
resolution 1997/20 of 11 April 1997, and taking note of relevant resolutions
of the Sub-Conmmi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of
M norities on the subject, including 1997/22 of 27 August 1997 and 1998/ 19 of
21 August 1998,

Bearing in mnd that no one shall be held in slavery or servitude, as

provided in the Slavery Convention of 1926, the Supplenmentary Convention on
the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave Trade and Institutions and Practices
Simlar to Slavery of 1956 and the Convention for the Suppression of the
Traffic in Persons and the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Ohers of 1949,
as well as other provisions in the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, the
I nternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Internationa
Covenant on Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights prohibiting slavery or

servi tude,
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Acknow edgi ng that the Internet can be a val uabl e nedi um of

comruni cation but noting the necessity of paying particular attention to the
use of the Internet to pronote sexual exploitation and trafficking,
Reaffirm ng the necessity of exam ning the problem of allegations
regardi ng the renoval of organs and tissues of children and adults for
comrerci al purposes, taking special account of information fromthe
speci al i zed agencies, in particular the Task Force on Organ Transpl antation of
the Advisory Committee on Health Research of the World Health Organization,
1. Wel cones the work of the Working G oup on Contenporary Formnms of
Sl avery and takes note of its recommendati ons made at its 1997 and 1998
sessi ons;

2. Expresses its grave concern at manifestations of contenporary

forms of slavery, inter alia, those reported to and by the Wirking G oup

3. Notes that the Secretary-General has not yet received any
i nformati on about the reliability of allegations regarding the renmoval of
organs and tissues of children and adults and, in order to enable the
Comri ssion to exanmine this question, again requests the Secretary-General to
seek informati on anong rel evant specialized agencies, working closely in
particular with the Advisory Committee on Health Research of the Wrld Health
Organi zation and the International Crimnal Police Organization, and to
i ncl ude an analysis of the infornmation received in an updated report to be
submitted to the Commission at its fifty-sixth session

4. Calls upon States:

(a) To consider, in accordance with rel evant provisions of
i nternational human rights instrunments, as a matter of priority, review ng,
anendi ng and enforcing existing |aws or enacting new laws, with a viewto
preventing the use of, inter alia, the Internet for trafficking and sexua
exploitation of wonen and children, as well as new | evel s of cooperation anpng
Governnments in this regard

(b) To take appropriate action for the protection of particularly
vul nerabl e groups, such as children and m grant wonen, against exploitation of
the prostitution of others and other slavery-like practices, including the

possi bl e establishment of national bodies to achieve this objective;
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(c) To consi der devel opi ng national plans of action taking
account, inter alia, of the Programe of Action for the Prevention of the
Traffic in Persons and the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Ohers
(E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1995/ 28/ Add. 1) ; adopted by the Conmi ssion in its
resol ution 1996/ 61;

(d) To consider ratifying, if they have not yet done so, the pertinent
international instrunments relating to slavery, the slave trade and
sl avery-1like practices;

4, Once again requests the Secretary-Ceneral

(a) To designate the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts
as the focal point for the coordination of activities and di ssem nation of
information in the United Nations system on the suppression of contenporary
forms of slavery;

(b) To give effect to his decision to reassign to the Wirking G oup
a Professional staff menmber of the Office of the United Nations
H gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights, as was the case in the past, to work on a
permanent basis to ensure continuity of the inplenmentation of the resolutions
of the Sub-Commi ssion and the Conmmi ssion and cl ose coordination wi thin and
outside the Office on issues relating to contenporary fornms of slavery;

(c) To transmt to Governnments an appeal for contributions to the
Uni ted Nations Voluntary Trust Fund on Contenporary Forms of Slavery;

5. Decides to consider this question at its fifty-sixth session.

56th neeting
27 April 1999

[ Adopted by a roll-call vote of 36 votes to none,
with 17 abstentions. See chap. Xl V.]

1999/ 47. Internally displaced persons

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts

Deeply disturbed by the alarm ngly high nunbers of internally displaced

persons throughout the world who receive inadequate protection and assi stance,
and conscious of the serious problemthis is creating for the international

communi ty,
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Consci ous of the human rights and humani tarian di nensions of the problem
of internally displaced persons and the responsibilities this poses for States
and the international comunity to explore nethods and means better to address
their protection and assistance needs,

Recalling its previous relevant resolutions, in particular
resolution 1998/50 of 17 April 1998, and those of the CGeneral Assenbly,
as well as the Vienna Decl aration and Programe of Action (A/ CONF. 157/ 23),
regardi ng the need to devel op gl obal strategies to address the probl em of
i nternal displacenent,

Recalling in particular Economic and Soci al Council agreed

concl usions 1998/ 1 on special econonmic, humanitarian and di saster relief

assi stance, in which the Council noted with satisfaction the designation of
the Enmergency Relief Coordinator as the focal point for inter-agency

coordi nati on of humanitarian assistance to internally displaced persons and
al so noted the adoption by the Inter-Agency Standing Committee of the Guiding
Principles on Internal Displacenent,

Recalling also that the Econom c and Social Council in its agreed

concl usions 1998/ 2 on the coordinated followup to and inplenentation of the
Vi enna Decl aration and Progranme of Action comrended the efforts of the
Representative of the Secretary-General to pronpte a conprehensive strategy
that focuses on prevention, as well as better protection, assistance and
devel opnent for internally displaced persons,

Noti ng Sub- Commi ssion resolution 1998/ 26 on housi ng and property
restitution in the context of the return of refugees and internally displaced
persons and encouraging it to continue its work on this matter,

Depl oring practices of forced displacenent, in particular “ethnic
cl eansing”, and the negative inpact they constitute for the enjoynment of
fundanmental human rights by |arge groups of popul ations,

Recalling the relevant norms of international human rights instrunents,
i nternational humanitarian | aw and refugee | aw, and recogni zi ng that the
protection of internally displaced persons has been strengthened by
identifying, reaffirm ng and consolidating specific rights for their
protection, in particular through the Guiding Principles on Interna
Di spl acenent,

Noting the work of the Representative of the Secretary-General on

internally displaced persons in developing a | egal framework, in particular
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the conmpil ati on and anal ysis of |egal norns and the devel opnment of guiding
principles; analysing institutional arrangenents; undertaking dial ogue with
Governnents; and issuing a series of reports on particular country situations
together with proposals for remedi al neasures,

Wel comi ng the cooperation established between the Representative of the
Secretary-Ceneral and the United Nations as well as other international and
regi onal organi zations, in particular the participation of the Representative
of the Secretary-General in the neetings of the Inter-Agency Standing
Comrittee and its subsidiary bodies, and encouraging further strengthening of
this collaboration in order to pronote better assistance, protection and

devel opnent strategies for internally displaced persons,

1. Takes note with appreciationof the report of the Representative
of the Secretary-General on internally displaced persons (E/ CN.4/1999/79 and
Add.1 and 2);

2. Expresses its appreciationto the Representative of the

Secretary-Ceneral for the activities undertaken so far, despite the limted
resources available to him and for the catalytic role he continues to play to
rai se the level of consciousness about the plight of internally displaced

per sons;

3. Al so _expresses its appreciationto those Governnments and

i ntergovernmental and non-governnental organizations which have provided
assi stance and protection to internally displaced persons and have supported
the work of the Representative of the Secretary-General, urges themto
continue to do so and calls upon others to provide support for the

Representative

4, Encour ages the Representative of the Secretary-Ceneral through
conti nuous dial ogue with Governnents and all intergovernnental and

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons concerned to continue his analysis of the
causes of internal displacenent, the needs of those displaced, nmeasures of
prevention and ways to strengthen protection, assistance and solutions for the
internally displaced, taking into account specific situations;

5. Wel cones the fact that the Representative of the Secretary-Genera
has made use of the Guiding Principles in his dialogue with Governnents and

i ntergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, in particular in the
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framework of the sem nars on displacenent held in 1998 under the auspices of
the Organi zation of African Unity, and requests himto continue his efforts in
that regard;

6. Notes with appreciationthat United Nations agencies, regiona

organi zati ons and non-governnmental organizations are making use of the Guiding
Principles in their work and encourages the further dissem nation and
application of the Guiding Principles;

7. Wel cones the specific attention paid by the Representative of the
Secretary-Ceneral to the special assistance, protection and devel opnment needs
of internally displaced wonen and children and encourages himto continue to
draw attention to these needs;

8. Thanks Governnents which have invited the Representative of the
Secretary-General to visit their countries and encourages themto follow up on
hi s reconmendati ons and suggestions and to make avail able information on

measur es taken thereon;

9. Calls upon all Governments to facilitate the activities of the
Representative of the Secretary-General, in particular those Governnments with

situations of internal displacenment which have not yet extended invitations or
responded positively to requests for information fromthe Representative;

10. Comrends the Representative of the Secretary-Ceneral for his
efforts to pronpte a conprehensive strategy that focuses on prevention, as
wel | as better protection, assistance and devel opment for internally displaced
per sons;

11. Wel cones the devel opnent of frameworks of cooperation to address
the needs of internally displaced persons, in particular the designation of
the Energency Relief Coordinator as the focal point for inter-agency
coordi nati on of humanitarian assistance to internally displaced persons, the
appoi nt ment of an adviser on internally displaced persons within the Ofice
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs and the designation of focal
points on internally displaced persons within sone of the other internationa
organi zati ons, and encourages the Representative of the Secretary-General, the
Uni ted Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights, the United Nations High
Comnmi ssi oner for Refugees, the Enmergency Relief Coordinator and the O fice for
t he Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, the United Nations Devel opnent
Progranme, the United Nations Children's Fund, the Wrld Food Programe, the

Worl d Health Organization, the International Organization for Mgration, the
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International Committee of the Red Cross and all other relevant humanitarian
assi stance and devel opnent organi zations further to enhance their
col | aborati on

12. Urges these organi zations, especially through the |Inter-Agency
Standing Commttee, to continue to focus on problenms relating to protection
assi stance and solutions for internally displaced persons;

13. Wel cones the efforts to establish a global information system on
internally displaced persons, as advocated by the Representative of the
Secretary-General, and encourages the nmenbers of the Inter-Agency Standing
Committee to continue to collaborate in these efforts;

14. Also wel cones the initiatives undertaken by regiona

organi zati ons, such as the Organi zation of African Unity, the Organization of
American States and the Organi zation for Security and Cooperation in Europe,
to address the assistance, protection and devel opnent needs of internally

di spl aced persons and encourages themto strengthen their activities and their
cooperation with the Representative of the Secretary-General

15. Further wel cones the attention paid by relevant specia

rapporteurs, working groups, experts and treaty bodies to issues of internal
di spl acement, and calls upon themto continue to seek information on
situations which have already created or could create internal displacenent
and to include relevant information and recomendati ons thereon in their
reports and nmake them avail able to the Representative of the
Secretary-Ceneral ;

16. Calls upon the High Conm ssioner for Human Rights to devel op
projects, in cooperation with Governnments, relevant internationa
organi zations and the Representative of the Secretary-General, to pronpote the
human rights of internally displaced persons, as part of the programe of
advi sory services and technical cooperation, and to include in her report to
the Conmmi ssion information on their inplementation;

17. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to provide his Representative,
fromw thin existing resources, with all necessary assistance to carry out
his mandate effectively, and encourages the Representative of the
Secretary-Ceneral to continue to seek the contribution of |ocal, national

and regional institutions;
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18. Requests the Representative of the Secretary-General to continue
to report on his activities to the General Assenbly and to the Comr ssion on
Human Ri ghts;

19. Decides to continue its consideration of the question of interna
di spl acement at its fifty-sixth session.

56th neeting

27 April 1999
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. Xl V.]

1999/ 48. Rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic,
religious and linguistic mnorities

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts

Recalling CGeneral Assenbly resolution 47/135 of 18 December 1992, as
wel | as subsequent resolutions of the Assenbly on the Declaration on the
Ri ghts of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic
M norities,

Consi dering that the pronotion and protection of the rights of persons
bel onging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic mnorities
contribute to political and social stability and peace and enrich the cul tural
heritage of society as a whole,

Affirm ng that effective neasures and the creation of favourable
conditions for the pronotion and protection of the rights of persons bel onging
to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic mnorities, ensuring effective
non-di scrim nation and equality for all, contribute to the prevention and
peaceful solution of human rights problens and situations involving
mnorities,

Acknow edgi ng that national or ethnic, religious and linguistic

mnorities contribute to the diversity of societies and that mnority rights

pronote tol erance within societies, and recogni zing that prompting a culture

of tolerance through human rights education shall be advanced by all States,
Concerned at the growi ng frequency and severity of disputes and

conflicts regarding mnorities in nmany countries, and their often tragic

consequences, and that persons belonging to mnorities are particularly

vul nerabl e to displacenment through, inter alia, population transfers, refugee

flows and forced rel ocation
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Al so concerned at instances of victimzation or nmarginalization of

persons belonging to mnorities in situations of political or economc
instability,

Recalling its resolution 1995/24 of 3 March 1995 authorizing the
SubSConmi ssi on on Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities to
establish an interSsessional working group consisting of five of its nembers,
to neet each year for five working days in order to pronmote the rights of
persons belonging to mnorities, and Econonmi ¢ and Soci al Counci
deci si on 1998/ 246 of 30 July 1998 extendi ng the mandate of the Working G oup,

Taking note of Sub-Comr ssion resolution 1998/ 24 of 26 August 1998,

Acknow edgi ng that the United Nations has an increasingly inportant role

to play regarding the protection of minorities by, inter alia, taking due
account of and giving effect to the Declaration,

1. Takes note of the report of the SecretarySGeneral on the rights of
persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic mnorities
(E/CN. 4/ 1999/ 113) and of the report of the Working Goup on Mnorities on its
fourth session (E/CN. 4/ Sub.2/1998/18), in particular the conclusions and
reconmendati ons cont ai ned t herein;

2. Reaffirnms the obligation of States to ensure that persons
bel onging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic mnorities my
exercise fully and effectively all human rights and fundanmental freedons
wi t hout any discrimnation and in full equality before the law in accordance
with the Declaration on the Ri ghts of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic,
Rel i gi ous and Linguistic Mnorities;

3. Urges States and the international community to pronote and
protect the rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and
linguistic mnorities, as set out in the Declaration, including through the
facilitation of their participation in all aspects of the political, economc,
social, religious and cultural life of society and in the econom c progress

and devel opment of the country;

4, Al so urges States to take, as appropriate, all the necessary
constitutional, legislative, adm nistrative and other neasures to pronmpte and

give effect to the Declaration
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5. Recomrends that the human rights treaty bodi es, when considering
reports subnmitted by States parties, give particular attention to the
i mpl ementation of articles relating to the rights of persons belonging to
national or ethnic, religious and linguistic mnorities;

6. Calls upon special representatives, special rapporteurs and
wor ki ng groups of the Comm ssion to continue to give attention, within their
respective mandates, to situations involving mnorities;

7. Calls upon the SecretarySGeneral to make avail able, at the request
of Governments concerned, qualified expertise on mnority issues, including
the prevention and resolution of disputes, to assist in existing or potential
situations involving mnorities, and to include in his report to its
fifty-sixth session information on relevant projects and activities in this
regard;

8. Calls upon the Hi gh Conmi ssioner to continue to pronote, within
her mandate, the inplenmentation of the Declaration and to engage in a dial ogue
with Governments concerned for that purpose;

9. Invites the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights to continue her
efforts to inprove the coordination and cooperation of United Nations
progranmes and agencies active in the field of the pronotion and protection of
the rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and
linguistic minorities and invites the United Nations programres and agenci es
to provide relevant information to her on their activities and programmes in
the field of mnority protection;

10. Takes note of the recommendati ons of the expert sem nar on the
role of the nmedia in protecting mnorities, held in conjunction with the
fourth session of the Working Group on Mnorities (E/ CN.4/Sub.2/1998/18
annex 1);

11. Requests the Working Group, within its mandate, to contribute to
and participate in, the preparations for the World Conference agai nst Raci sm
Raci al Di scrimnation, Xenophobia and Rel ated I ntol erance;

12. Requests the SecretarySGeneral to provide the Wrking G oup, from
within existing resources, with all the necessary services and facilities to
fulfil its mandate;

13. Calls upon States, intergovernnental organizations, United Nations
bodi es and nonSgover nment al organi zations to participate actively in the work

of the Working Group, including through witten contributions;
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14. Also calls upon States to facilitate the effective participation

of representatives of non-governnmental organizations and persons belonging to
mnorities in the work of the Working Group on Mnorities and invites the High
Comnmi ssioner for Human Rights to seek voluntary contributions in this regard;

15. Requests the SecretarySGeneral to report to the Conmi ssion at its
fiftySsi xth session on the inplenentation of the present resol ution;

16. Decides to continue its consideration of this question at its
fiftySsixth session under the same agenda item

56th neeting

27 April 1999
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. Xl V.]

1999/ 49. The protection of human rights in the context of
human i munodefici ency virus (H'V) and acquired
i mmune deficiency syndrome (AlDS)

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts

Recalling its resolution 1997/33 of 11 April 1997 and other rel evant
resol utions and deci si ons adopted by organi zations of the United Nations
system as well as by other conpetent foruns,

Wel coming the fact that many positive steps in inplenmenting its previous
resol uti ons have been taken, including the enactnent of legislation in sone
countries to promote human rights in the context of H V/ AIDS and to prohibit
di scrim nation agai nst persons infected or presuned to be infected and nmenbers
of wvul nerabl e groups,

Encour agi ng the continuation of national, regional and international
consultations in the field of HHV/AIDS and human rights,

Noting with concern that in 1998 virtually every country in the world

had new cases of HIV infection and that, according to estimtes by the Joint
Uni ted Nations Progranmme on H V/ AIDS (UNAIDS) and the World Health

Organi zation, in 1998 the number of people living with HV increased to

33.4 mllion, the nunber of people newly infected with H'V was 5.8 nmillion and
the number of people who died fromAIDS was 2.5 million,

Noting with particular concernthat, according to estimtes by UNAIDS

and the World Health Organi zation, nore than ninety-five per cent of al
people infected with HHV [ive in the devel oping world, which has al so
experienced ninety-five per cent of all deaths to date fromAIDS, that this is

| argely due to the absence of access - in conditions of poverty,



E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ L. 11/ Add. 4
page 19

under devel opnent, conflict and other problens - to appropriate neasures for
prevention, treatment and care, and that inplenentation of effective
strategies for prevention, treatnent and care is critically needed,

Noting the devastating econom c inpact of H V/AIDS, including increased
nmortality and norbidity among the working-age popul ation, losses in famly
i ncome, greater numbers of orphans and hi gher health and social costs,

Enphasi zing, in view of the increasing challenges presented by H V/ Al DS
the need for intensified efforts to ensure universal respect for and
observance of human rights and fundamental freedons for all, to reduce
vul nerability to HIV/AIDS and to prevent H V/ AIDS-rel ated discrimnation and
stigma,

Concerned that |lack of full enjoynent of humanrights by persons
suffering fromecononic, social or |egal disadvantage hei ghtens the
vul nerability of such persons to the risk of HV infection and to its inpact,
if infected,

Al so concerned that, in many countries, many people infected and

affected by HV, as well as those presuned to be infected, continue to be
di scrim nated against in law, policy and practice,

Wel coning the significant role of UNAIDS in cooperation with rel evant
bodi es of the United Nations system in particular the Ofice of the
Uni ted Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner of Human Ri ghts, and of national and
i nternational non-governnental organizations, in particular organizations of
people living with H V/AIDS, in pronoting and protecting human rights in the
context of HI V/AIDS, including fighting discrimnation against people |iving
with HHV/AIDS, and in the full range of prevention, treatnment and care
activities,

Reiterating that discrinmnation on the basis of H V or AIDS status,
actual or presuned, is prohibited by existing international human rights
standards, and that the term “or other status” in non-discrimnnation
provisions in international human rights texts should be interpreted to cover
heal th status, including H V/ AlDS

Wel coming the report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the protection of human
rights in the context of the human i munodeficiency virus (H V) and acquired
i mmune deficiency syndrone (AIDS) (E/CN. 4/1999/76), which provides an overview
of the opinions of Governnents, specialized agencies and international and

non-gover nment al organi zati ons on the International Guidelines on H V/ Al DS and
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Human Rights, their dissem nation and inplenmentati on, and whi ch addresses the
i ssue of technical cooperation for the pronotion and protection of human
rights in the context of HI V/ Al DS

1. Invites States, United Nations organs, programres and specialized
agenci es and international and non-governnmental organizations to continue to
take all necessary steps to ensure the respect, protection and fulfilnment of
H V-related human rights as contained in the International Guidelines on
HI V/ AI DS and Hurman Rights and to contribute to international cooperation in
the context of HI V/AIDS-related human rights, inter alia through the sharing
of know edge, experience and achi evenents concerning H V-rel ated issues;

2. Invites States to strengthen national nmechanisns for protecting
H V/ Al DS-rel ated human rights and to take all necessary neasures to elininate
stigmati zati on of and di scrim nation against those infected and affected by
Hl V/ Al DS, especially for wonen, children and vul nerabl e groups, so that
i nfected persons who reveal their HV status, those presumed to be infected
and other affected persons are protected fromviol ence, stigmatization and
ot her negative consequences;

3. Invites States, United Nations organs, progranmes and specialized
agenci es and international and non-governmental organizations to assi st
devel opi ng countries, in particular the | east devel oped countries and those in
Africa, in their efforts to prevent the spread of the epidem c and alleviate
and control the detrinmental inpact of H V/AIDS on the human rights of their
popul ati ons;

4, Urges States to ensure that their |laws, policies and practices
respect human rights in the context of H V/AIDS, prohibit H V/AlDS-rel ated
di scrimnation, pronote effective programmes for the prevention of H V/ AlDS
i ncl udi ng through educati on and awareness-rai si ng camnpai gns and i nmproved
access to high-quality goods and services for preventing transm ssion of the
virus, and pronote effective programes for the care and support of persons
infected and affected by HV, including through inproved and equitabl e access
to safe and effective nedication for the treatnent of H V infection and
H V/ AIDS-rel ated ill nesses;

5. Requests States to establish coordinated, participatory,

transparent and accountabl e national policies and programes for HI V/ Al DS
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response and to translate national policies to district |level and |oca
action, involving in all phases of devel opnent and i npl enentati on non-

governmental and comuni ty-based organi zati ons and people living with

HI V/ Al DS;

6. Al so requests States to devel op and support services, including

| egal aid where appropriate, to educate people infected and affected by
HI V/ Al DS about their rights and to assist themin realizing their rights;

7. Further requests States to take all the necessary steps, including

appropri ate education, training and nmedi a progranmes, to conbat
di scrimnation, prejudice and stigma, and to ensure the full enjoynment of
civil, political, econom c, social and cultural rights by people infected and
af fected by HI V/ Al DS;

8. Requests States, in consultation with the relevant nationa
prof essi onal bodies, to ensure that codes of professional conduct,
responsibility and practice respect human rights and dignity in the context of
HI V/ AI DS, including access to care for people infected and affected by
HI V/ Al DS;

9. Al so requests States to devel op and support appropriate mechani snms

to monitor and enforce H V/ AIDS-rel ated human rights;

10. Invites the human rights treaty bodi es, when considering reports
submitted by States parties, to give particular attention to H V/ Al DS-rel at ed
rights and invites States to include appropriate H V/AIDS-rel ated i nformation
in the reports they submt to the relevant treaty bodies;

11. Requests all special representatives, special rapporteurs and
wor ki ng groups of the Commi ssion, inter alia the special rapporteurs on
educati on, freedom of opinion and expression, violence against wonmen and the
sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, to integrate the
protection of H V-related human rights within their respective mandates;

12. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to invite the United Nations organs
and progranmes, as well as the specialized agencies and Menber States, to
integrate HI V-related human rights into their policies, programes and
activities, including those involving regional intergovernnental human rights
and ot her bodies, and to involve non-governnental and conmunity-based
organi zations in all phases of devel opnent and inplenmentation, to help ensure
a system w de approach, stressing the coordinating and catalytic role of
UNAI DS;
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13. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to solicit comrents from

Governnments, United Nations organs, programes and specialized agenci es and
i nternational and non-governmental organi zations on the steps they have taken
to promote and i npl enent, where applicable, the International Cuidelines on
HI V/ AI DS and Human Ri ghts and the present resolution, and to submt, in
consultation with interested parties, a progress report for consideration at
its fifty-seventh session.

56th neeting

27 April 1999
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. Xl V.]

1999/50. Wbrking group of the Comm ssion on Hunman Rights to
el aborate a draft declaration in accordance with
paragraph 5 of General Assenbly resolution 49/214
of 23 Decenber 1994

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Bearing in mnd General Assenbly resolution 47/75 of 14 Decenber 1992

and Part |1, paragraph 28, of the Vienna Declaration and Programe of
Action (A/ CONF. 157/ 23),

Reaffirmng its resolution 1995/32 of 3 March 1995, in which it
est abl i shed an open-ended inter-sessional working group with the sole purpose
of el aborating a draft declaration, considering the draft contained in the
annex to resolution 1994/45 of 26 August 1994 of the Sub- Conmm ssion on
Prevention of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities, entitled “Draft
Uni ted Nations declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples”, for
consi deration and adoption by the General Assenbly within the International
Decade of the World's |ndigenous Peopl e,

Reaffirnming in particular that the invitation contained in that

resol ution was addressed to organi zati ons of indigenous peopl e seeking
authorization to participate in the working group

Recogni zi ng that organi zati ons of indi genous peopl e have speci al
know edge and understandi ng of the current situation of the world's indigenous

peopl e and their human rights needs,
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Recal ling General Assenbly resolution 49/214 of 23 Decenber 1994, in
whi ch the Assenbly encouraged the Conmission to consider the draft declaration
with the participation of representatives of indigenous people, on the basis
of and in accordance with appropriate procedures to be determ ned
by the Commi ssi on,

Wel coming the progress made in the process of drafting a declaration on
the rights of indigenous people, and enphasizing the inportance and speci al
nature of such a draft declaration as an instrunment specifically for pronoting
the rights of indigenous people,

Recalling the need for the working group to consider all aspects of the
draft declaration, including its scope of application,

1. Takes note of the report of the working group (E/CN. 4/1999/82) and
wel cones the continuation and positive nature of the deliberations of the
wor ki ng group, particularly the neasures taken to ensure effective input by
organi zati ons of indi genous peopl e;

2. Expresses its appreciationfor the work of the Econom c and Soci al

Council in considering applications from organi zati ons of indi genous people to
participate in the working group under the procedures set out in the annex to
Commi ssi on resol ution 1995/ 32;

3. We| cones the deci sions of the Economi ¢ and Soci al Counci
approving the participation of organizations of indigenous people in the work
of the working group, and urges the Council to process all pending
applications as soon as possible, taking strictly into account the procedures
set out in the annex to Conmi ssion resolution 1995/ 32;

4, Recommends t hat the working group nmeet for 10 working days prior
to the fifty-sixth session of the Comm ssion, the cost of the neeting to be
met fromw thin existing resources;

5. Encour ages organi zati ons of indi genous people which are not
already registered to participate in the working group and which wish to do so
to apply for authorization in accordance with the procedures set out in the
annex to Commi ssion resol ution 1995/ 32;

6. Requests the working group to submit a progress report for
consi deration by the Commission at its fifty-sixth session under the agenda

itementitled “Indi genous issues”;
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7. Recomends the following draft resolution to the Econom ¢ and
Soci al Council for adoption:

“The Econom ¢ _and Soci al Council,

“Taki ng note of Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts resolution 1999/...
of .. April 1999,

“1. Aut hori zes the open-ended inter-sessional working group of
the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts established in accordance with Commi ssion
resol ution 1995/32 of 3 March 1995 to neet for a period of 10 working
days prior to the fifty-sixth session of the Comm ssion, the costs of
the neeting to be met fromw thin existing resources;

‘2. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to extend all necessary
facilities, fromwithin existing United Nations resources, to the
wor ki ng group for its neetings.”

56th neeting

27 April 1999
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XV.]

1999/51. Working Group on | ndi genous Popul ations of the
Sub- Conmi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation
and Protection of Mnorities and the
International Decade of the World's | ndi genous
Peopl e

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts

Recalling its previous resolutions on the Wrking G oup on |Indigenous
Popul ati ons of the Sub- Comr ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities and the International Decade of the Wrld's
I ndi genous People, in particular resolution 1997/32 of 11 April 1997,

Recal ling al so Econom ¢ and Soci al Council resolution 1982/34 of

7 May 1982, in which the Council authorized the Sub-Comm ssion on Prevention
of Discrimnation and Protection of Mnorities to establish annually a working
group on indigenous popul ations with the mandate to revi ew devel opnents
pertaining to the pronotion and protection of the human rights and fundanent al
freedonms of indigenous people, giving special attention to the evol ution of
standards concerning the rights of indigenous people,

Affirming its recognitionof the value and diversity of the cultures and

forms of social organization of indigenous people, and that the devel opnment of
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i ndi genous people within their countries will contribute to the
soci o-econom ¢, cultural and environnmental advancenment of all the countries of
t he worl d,

Recalling that the goal of the International Decade of the World's
I ndi genous People is to strengthen international cooperation for the solution
of problens faced by indi genous people in such areas as human rights, the
environnent, devel opnent, education and health, and that the thene of the
Decade is “Indi genous people: partnership in action”,

Recogni zi ng the i nportance of consultation and cooperation with
i ndi genous people in planning and inplenmenting the programe of activities for
the Decade, the need for adequate financial support fromthe internationa
communi ty, including support fromw thin the United Nations and the
speci al i zed agenci es, and the need for adequate coordi nati on and conmuni cati on
channel s,

M ndful of the decision by the General Assenbly in its resolution 49/214

to observe the International Day of the Wrld s |Indigenous People on 9 August

every year,
l.
Report of the Working Group on Indigenous Popul ations of
the Sub-Conmi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities
1. Takes note of the report of the Sub-Comm ssion on Prevention of

Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities on its fiftieth session
(E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ 4- E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ 1998/ 45) and of the report of the Wirking G oup on
its sixteenth session (E/CN. 4/ Sub. 2/1998/16);

2. Urges the Working Group to continue its conprehensive review of
devel opnents and of the diverse situations and aspirations of the world's
i ndi genous people, and welconmes its proposal to highlight specific thenmes of
the International Decade of the Wirld s |Indigenous People at its future
sessions, noting that at its seventeenth session the Working Group will focus
on the thenme of “Indi genous peoples and their relationship to | and”;

3. Invites the Wirking Group to take into account in its
del i berations on devel opnments pertaining to the pronotion and protection of

the human rights of indigenous people the work, within the framework of their
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respective mandates, of all thematic special rapporteurs, special
representatives, independent experts, working groups and expert seminars as it
pertains to the situation of indigenous peopl e;

4, Recommends that the Economic and Social Council authorize the
Working Group to neet for five working days prior to the fifty-first session
of the Sub-Commi ssi on;

5. Invites the Woirking Group to continue its consideration of ways in
whi ch the expertise of indigenous people can contribute to the work of the
Wor ki ng Group, and encourages initiatives by Governnments, organizations of
i ndi genous peopl e and non-governnmental organizations to ensure the ful
partici pation of indigenous people in the activities related to the tasks of
the Working G oup;

6. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral:

(a) To provi de adequate resources and assi stance to the Whrki ng G oup
in the discharge of its tasks, including adequate di ssenination of informtion
about the activities of the Wirking G oup to Governnents, specialized
agenci es, non-governnmental organizations and organi zati ons of indigenous
people, in order to encourage the w dest possible participation in its work;

(b) To transmit the reports of the Working G oup to Governnents,
organi zati ons of indigenous people and intergovernmental and non-gover nnment al
organi zati ons, as soon as possible, for specific coments and suggesti ons;

7. Appeal s to all Governments, organizations and individuals in a
position to do so to consider contributing to the United Nations Voluntary
Fund for Indigenous Popul ati ons;

1.

International Decade of the Wirld's I ndi genous Peopl e

8. Takes note of the report of the United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner
for Human Rights on the inplenmentation of the programme of activities for the
I nternati onal Decade of the World's Indi genous People (E/ CN. 4/1999/81);

9. Invites the Worki ng Group on Indi genous Popul ati ons to continue
its review of activities undertaken during the International Decade of the
Worl d' s I ndi genous Peopl e, and encourages Governnments and intergovernnmental
and non-governnental organizations to provide information on the
i npl ementati on of the goals of the Decade, in accordance w th paragraph 16 of
the annex to General Assenbly resolution 50/157 of 21 Decenber 1995
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10. Wel cones the affirmati on by the General Assenmbly that a major
obj ective of the Decade is the adoption of a declaration on the rights of
i ndi genous people and its recognition that anmong the inportant objectives of
the Decade is the consideration of the establishnment of a permanent forum for
i ndi genous people in the United Nations system

11. Wel cones the invitation fromthe Government of Costa Rica to host
a wor kshop for research and hi gher education institutions focusing on
i ndi genous issues in education, taking into account the United Nations Decade
for Human Ri ghts Education and the priority given to education and | anguage at
the sixteenth session of the Wrking G oup on |Indigenous Popul ati ons, and
recogni zi ng the inportance of strengthening the capacity of indigenous people
to develop their own solutions to their problenms, as reconmended by the
Commi ssion on Human Rights in its resolution 1998/ 13;

12. Requests the Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Human Rights, in her capacity
as coordi nator of the Decade, to submt an updated annual report review ng
activities within the United Nations system under the progranme of activities
for the Decade to the Conm ssion on Human Rights at its fifty-sixth session
under the agenda itementitled “Indi genous issues”, in accordance with the
request by the General Assenbly to the Secretary-General

13. Al so requests the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts, in her

capacity as coordi nator of the Decade:

(a) To submt to the General Assenbly at its fifty-fourth session, in
accordance with General Assenbly resolution 50/157, a md-termreport
review ng the inplementati on of the programme of activities for the Decade,
including identification of obstacles to the achievenent of the goals of the
Decade and recommendations for solutions to overcone those obstacles, and to
submit a prelimnary report on this matter to the Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci
at its 1999 substantive session;

(b) To take into account the views of Menber States, specialized
agenci es, organi zations of indigenous people and other interested bodies in
t he preparation of such a report;

14. Invites the Worki ng Group on I ndigenous Popul ations to subnmit its
views on the activities of the Decade to the Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human
Ri ghts;
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15. Enphasi zes the inportant role of international cooperation in
pronoting the goals and activities of the Decade and the rights, well-being
and sust ai nabl e devel opnent of indi genous peopl e;

16. Encour ages Governnments to support the Decade by contributing to
the Voluntary Fund for the International Decade of the World's | ndigenous
Peopl e;

17. Al so encourages CGovernnents, as appropriate, recognizing the

i nportance of action at the national |evel for the inplenentation of the goals
and activities of the Decade, to support the Decade, in consultation with
i ndi genous peopl e, by:

(a) Preparing rel evant progranmes, plans and reports in relation to
the Decade and establishing national conmittees or other nmechanisns invol ving
i ndi genous people to ensure that the objectives and activities of the Decade
are planned and i nplenmented on the basis of full partnership w th indi genous
peopl e;

(b) Seeki ng means of giving indigenous people greater responsibility
for their own affairs and an effective voice in decisions on matters which
af fect them

(c) Identifying resources for activities designed to inplenent the
goal s of the Decade;

18. Appeal s to intergovernnental and non-governnental organizations to
support the Decade by identifying resources for activities designed to
i mpl ement the goals of the Decade, in cooperation with indigenous peopl e;

19. Encour ages Governnments to consider contributing, as appropriate
in support of the achievenent of the goals of the Decade, to the Fund for the
Devel opnment of | ndi genous Peoples of Latin America and the Cari bbean;

20. Requests the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights to ensure that the
i ndi genous people’s unit in the Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human
Rights is adequately staffed and resourced to enable the effective
i npl ementation of the activities of the Decade;

21. Recomends that the Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts, when
devel opi ng programes within the framework of the International Decade of the
Worl d' s I ndi genous People and the United Nations Decade for Human Ri ghts
Education, give due regard to the devel opment of human rights training for

i ndi genous peopl €;
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22. Encour ages the Hi gh Conmm ssioner for Human Rights to cooperate
with the Departnment of Public Information in preparing and di ssem nating
i nformati on on the International Decade of the Wrld' s Indi genous Peopl e,
taking due care to portray accurately the informtion regardi ng indi genous
peopl e;

23. Invites the United Nations financial and devel opnent institutions,
operational programes and specialized agencies, in accordance with the
exi sting procedure of their governing bodies:

(a) To give increased priority and resources to inproving the
condi ti ons of indigenous people, with particular enmphasis on the needs of
these people in devel opi ng countries, including through the preparation of
specific progranmes of action for the inplenmentation of the goals of the
Decade, within their areas of conpetence;

(b) To launch special projects, through appropriate channels and in
col | aboration with indigenous people, for strengthening their community-I|eve
initiatives, and to facilitate the exchange of information and experti se anong
i ndi genous peopl e and ot her rel evant experts;

(c) To designate focal points or other mechanisnms for coordination
with the Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights of activities relating to the
Decade

24, Decides to consider the International Decade of the World's
I ndi genous People at its fifty-sixth session under the agenda itementitled
“1 ndi genous issues”.

56th neeting

27 April 1999
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XV.]

1999/52. A permanent forum for indigenous people
in the United Nations system

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts

Recalling the recommendati ons pertaining to indi genous peopl e included
in the Vienna Decl arati on and Programe of Action adopted by the World
Conference on Human Rights (A/ CONF.157/23), in particular the reconmendation
that the establishment of a permanent forum for indigenous people in the
Uni ted Nations system should be considered in the franework of the

I nternati onal Decade of the World' s Indi genous Peopl e,
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Noting the holding of two United Nations workshops on the subject
matter, in Copenhagen in June 1995 and in Santiago in June/July 1997, as wel
as a series of indigenous peoples’ conferences on a permanent forumin 1997,
1998 and 1999,

Recogni zi ng the growing interest and concern for indigenous issues in
organi zati ons and departments of the United Nations system as docunented in
the report of the Secretary-General on the review of the existing nmechanisns,
procedures and progranmes within the United Nations concerning indi genous
peopl e (A/51/493), and noting the need to ensure coordination and regul ar
exchange of information anong the concerned and interested parties —
Governnents, the United Nations and indi genous people — on an ongoi ng basi s,

Bearing in nmindits resolutions 1994/28 of 4 March 1994, 1995/30 of
3 March 1995, 1996/41 of 19 April 1996, 1997/30 of 11 April 1997 and 1998/ 20
of 9 April 1998, as well as Ceneral Assenbly resol utions 49/214 of
23 Decenber 1994, 50/157 of 21 Decenber 1995, 51/78 of 12 Decenber 1996,

52/ 108 of 12 Decenber 1997 and 53/129 and 53/130 of 9 Decenber 1998,

1. Notes that the General Assembly, in its resolution 53/129,

reaffirmed anong the objectives of the International Decade of the Wirld's
I ndi genous Peopl e the consideration of the establishnment of a permanent forum
for indigenous people in the United Nations system and urged Governnents to
partici pate actively in the open-ended inter-sessional ad hoc working group
establ i shed by the Conmm ssion on Human Rights in resolution 1998/ 20;

2. Wel cones the report of the ad hoc working group (E/ CN.4/1999/83)
which met for five working days in Ceneva from 15 to 19 February 1999 to
el aborate and consider further proposals for the possible establishnent of a
permanent forum for indigenous people within the United Nations system

3. Takes note of the constructive debate and di al ogue whi ch took
pl ace during the session of the ad hoc working group, indicating a trend
t owar ds possi bl e consensus with regard to the various aspects of the subject
matter,;

4, Decides to re-establish the open-ended inter-sessional ad hoc
wor ki ng group established in accordance with resolution 1998/20 to neet for
ei ght working days prior to the fifty-sixth session of the Commi ssion on Human
Ri ghts, and requests the working group to submt, with a view to conpl eting
its task, one or nore concrete proposals on the establishment of a pernmanent

forum for consideration by the Conm ssion at that session;
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5. Invites the Chairman- Rapporteur of the open-ended ad hoc working
group to submit a working paper to Menmber States and other participants in the
ad hoc working group containing suggestions and possible alternatives on al
aspects of this matter, based on the result of the debate of the previous
session and further informal consultations, in preparation for the next
session of the ad hoc working group;

6. Urges Governnents, United Nations organi zations and bodies,
speci al i zed agenci es, organi zations representing indi genous people and the
Wor ki ng Group on I ndi genous Popul ations to consider this issue further and to
express their views in preparation for the next neeting, and requests the
Secretary-Ceneral to transmt the report of the ad hoc working group to
Governnments, United Nations organi zati ons and bodi es, specialized agenci es,
organi zati ons representing indi genous people and the Wrking G oup on
I ndi genous Popul ations and to invite their comments in tinme for circulation
prior to the next session of the ad hoc working group;

7. Requests the ad hoc working group to take into account in its work
any comments received from Governnents, United Nations organi zations and
bodi es, specialized agencies, organi zations representing indi genous people and
the Worki ng Group on I ndigenous Popul ati ons, as well as such ideas as the
Hi gh Comm ssi oner for Human Rights, in her role as Coordinator for the Decade,
may wi sh to present to the ad hoc working group

8. Decides to continue its consideration of this matter at its
fifty-sixth session under the sane agenda item

56th neeting

27 April 1999
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XV.]

1999/ 53. Forumon econom c, social and cultural rights:
the Social Forum

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts

Taking note of Sub-Comr ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities resolution 1998/14 of 20 August 1998,

Bearing in mindits fundanmental role in the defence of human rights and

its specific mandate in the prevention of situations relating to the ful

enj oynent of those rights,
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Deci des that the Sub-Conmm ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation and
Protection of Mnorities should further review, in the |light of the ongoing
di scussions by the Comm ssion on its working nmethods, the establishnment of a
forum on econom ¢, social and cultural rights, to be called the Social Forum
to neet during its annual sessions with the follow ng objectives:

(a) To exchange information on the enjoynent of econom c, social and
cultural rights and its relationship to the process of globalization

(b) To follow up on the relationship between inconme distribution, the
fem ni zati on of poverty and human rights at both the international and
national |evels;

(c) To follow up on situations of poverty and destitution in the
wor | d;

(d) To anal yse and di scuss possi bl e guidelines on violations of
econom ¢, social and cultural rights;

(e) To propose |legal standards and initiatives, guidelines and other
reconmendati ons to be considered by the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts, the
open-ended working group on the right to devel opnent established by the
Commission at its fifty-fourth session, the Committee on Econom c, Socia
and Cultural Rights, the specialized agencies and other entities of the
Uni ted Nations system

56th neeting

27 April 1999
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. XVl.]

1999/54. Strengthening of the Ofice of the United Nations
Hi gh Conmi ssi oner for Hunman Ri ghts

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts

Recalling all relevant resolutions of the General Assenbly and the
Centre for Human Rights, in particular Assenbly resolution 48/ 141 and its own
resol utions 1997/ 76 and 1998/ 83,

Underscoring the inportance of the Ofice of the United Nations

Hi gh Conmm ssioner for Human Rights for all States,

Reaffirm ng the universal support for the creation of the post of
Hi gh Conmmi ssi oner for Human Rights and affirmng, in order to pronote and
protect human rights, the need for continuing support by all States for the

O fice of the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts,
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Reaffirm ng also that all human rights are universal, indivisible,

i nterdependent and interrelated and that the international comunity nust
treat human rights globally in a fair and equal manner, on the sanme footing
and with the sane enphasi s,

Recalling that the nmandate of the Hi gh Comn ssioner for Human Ri ghts
i ncl udes pronotion and protection of the effective enjoynent by all of al
civil, cultural, economc, political and social rights,

Recalling also that the mandate of the High Comm ssioner for Human

Ri ghts confers on her a central role in the realization of the Right to
Devel opnent ,

Recalling further that the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action

recogni zed the necessity for an adaptation and strengthening of United Nations
human rights machinery in accordance with current and future needs in the
pronoti on and protection of human rights,

Recogni zi ng the need for further and conti nued support and consi deration
of the programmes and activities of the Ofice of the United Nations
Hi gh Comm ssi oner for Human Rights,

1. We| cones the report of the United Nations H gh Commi ssioner for
Human Ri ghts (E/ CN.4/1999/9);

2. Supports fully the Secretary-Ceneral and the Hi gh Comm ssioner in
their efforts to strengthen the human rights activities of the United Nations;

3. Reaffirnms the inportance of ensuring universality, objectivity and
non-sel ectivity in the consideration of human rights issues, and requests the
Hi gh Conmi ssioner to continue to ensure that the fulfilment of her mandate and
the activities of her Ofice are guided by these principles;

4, Encour ages the Hi gh Comm ssioner, within her nandate as set out in
Ceneral Assenbly resolution 48/141 of 20 December 1993, to continue to play an
active role in pronoting and protecting all human rights, including in the
prevention of human rights violations throughout the world;

5. Reiterates the need to ensure that all necessary financial
mat eri al and personnel resources are provided fromthe regul ar budget of the
United Nations without delay to the United Nations human rights programe to
enable the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conmm ssioner for Hunman Rights to

carry out its mandates efficiently, effectively and expeditiously;
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6. Wel cones the increased voluntary contributions to the Ofice of
the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights, in particular those
from devel opi ng countri es;

7. Reaffirnms that the tasks of the H gh Commi ssioner include the
pronotion and protection of the realization of the right to devel opnent and
that the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conmmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts
shoul d provi de adequate resources and staff for its follow up;

8. Calls upon the Hi gh Conm ssioner to continue to enphasi ze the
pronoti on and protection of econom c, social and cultural rights in the
activities of her Office and in that regard encourages the Hi gh Conm ssi oner
to continue to strengthen her relationship with the appropriate bodies, funds
and speci alized organi zations of the United Nations;

9. Recommends that the Economic and Social Council and the
Ceneral Assenbly provide the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Comr ssioner
for Human Rights with ways and neans comrensurate to its increasing tasks, as
wel |l as nore resources for special rapporteurs;

10. Invites all Governments considering voluntary contributions to the
O fice of the United Nations Hi gh Commr ssioner for Human Rights to consider
provi di ng unearmarked contributions to the extent possible with a viewto
treating all human rights in a fair and equal manner;

11. Calls upon the Hi gh Conm ssioner to continue to provide to States,
t hrough informal briefings as well as in her report to the Comm ssion on Human
Ri ghts, information on voluntary contributions, including their share in the
overal |l budget of the human rights programre and their allocation;

12. Decl ares that advisory services and technical cooperation provided
at the request of Governnents with a view to devel opi ng national capacities in
the field of human rights constitute one of the nost efficient and effective
means of pronoting and protecting all human rights and denpcracy;

13. Enphasi zes the need for an increase in the allocation of resources
fromwi thin the United Nations regul ar budget for advisory services and
techni cal cooperation in the field of human rights;

14. Notes with interest the increase in the nunmber of human rights

field presences throughout the world and encourages the H gh Comm ssioner to
consi der their further inprovenment in cooperation with other relevant

components of the United Nations system
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15. Wel cones the open-ended informal briefings provided by the Ofice
of the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts and takes note with
appreciation of these opportunities to discuss openly all aspects of the work
of the Ofice while reiterating the need to analyse the effectiveness of field
presences, and requests the High Comm ssioner to subnit a separate report
contai ning a conprehensive assessnent of field presences to the Conm ssion on
Human Rights at its fifty-sixth session;

16. Invites the High Comm ssioner to continue to provide information
on cooperation with other United Nations bodies and with Governments and
invites her to nmake avail able information concerning agreenents with States
and ot her United Nations bodies and their inplenmentation, in an open and
transparent nmanner, as appropriate;

17. Calls upon the Ofice of the United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for
Human Rights to seek ways and nmeans by which voluntary funds can be used to
provi de support to all mechanisnms of the Comm ssion;

18. Invites the High Comm ssioner to submt information pursuant to
the present resolution in her annual report to the Commi ssion;

19. Decides to consider the inplementation of the present resolution
at its fifty-sixth session under the rel evant agenda item

56th neeting

27 April 1999
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. 1V.]

1999/55. Situation in occupied Pal estine

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Gui ded by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the
United Nations, in particular the provisions of Articles 1 and 55 thereof,
which affirmthe right of peoples to self-determ nation, and scrupul ous
respect of the principle of refraining in international relations fromthe
threat or use of force, as specified in the Declaration on Principles of
I nternational Law concerning Friendly Relations and Cooperation anong States,
adopted by the General Assenbly in its resolution 2625 (XXV) of
24 Cctober 1970,
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Gui ded also by the provisions of article 1 of the International Covenant
on Econom ¢, Social and Cultural Rights and article 1 of the Internationa
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which affirmthat all peoples have the
right of self-determ nation

Gui ded by the provisions of the Vienna Decl aration and Programre of
Action adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights in June 1993
(A/ CONF. 157/ 23), and in particular Part 1, paragraphs 2 and 3, relating to the
right of self-deternmination of all peoples and especially those subject to
foreign occupation,

Recal I i ng General Assenbly resolutions 181 A and B (I11) of
29 Novenber 1947 and 194 (111) of 11 Decenber 1948, as well as all other
resol utions which confirmand define the inalienable rights of the Pal estinian
people, particularly their right to self-determ nation

Recalling also its previous resolutions in this regard, the |atest of
which is its resolution 1998/ 4 of 27 March 1998,

Reaffirm ng the right of the Pal estinian people to self-determ nation in
accordance with the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations, the
rel evant United Nations resol utions and decl arations, and the provisions of
i nternational covenants and instruments relating to the right to
sel f-determ nation as an international principle and as a right of all peoples
in the world, as it is ajus cogens in international |aw,

1. Reaffirnms the continuing and unqualified Palestinian right to
sel f-determ nation, including the option of a State, and | ooks forward to the
early fulfilnment of this right;

2. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to transmt the present
resolution to the Governnent of Israel and all other Governments, to
distribute it on the w dest possible scale and to nmake avail able to the
Commi ssion on Human Rights, prior to the convening of its fifty-sixth session,
all information pertaining to the inplenmentation of the present resolution by
t he Governnent of |srael;

3. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-sixth

session the itementitled “The right of peoples to self-determ nation and its
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application to peoples under colonial or alien dom nation or foreign
occupation” and to consider the situation in occupied Pal estine under that
item as a matter of high priority.
56th neeting
27 April 1999

[ Adopted by a roll-call vote of 44 votes to 1,
with 8 abstentions. See chap. V.]

1999/56. Situation of human rights in the Denpbcratic
Republic of the Congo

The Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts,

Reaffirm ng that all Menmber States have an obligation to pronpte and
protect human rights and fundanmental freedons as stated in the Charter of the
Uni ted Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, the Internationa
Covenants on Human Ri ghts and ot her applicable human rights instrunents,

M ndful that the Denpcratic Republic of the Congo is a party to the
I nternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the Internationa
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the International Convention
on the Elimnation of Al Forms of Racial Discrimnation, the Convention on
the Rights of the Child, as well as to the African Charter on Human and
Peopl e' s Ri ghts,

Noti ng General Assenbly resolution 53/160 of 9 Decenber 1998 and
recalling resolution 1998/61 of 21 April 1998 previous resolutions of the
Ceneral Assenbly and the Conm ssion on the subject, as well as Security
Council resolution 1234/1999 of 9 April 1999,

Concerned at all violations of human rights and internationa
humani tarian law in the territory of the Denocratic Republic of the Congo,

i ncluding acts of and incitenent to ethnic hatred and violence by all parties

to the conflict,

Taking into account the regional dinmension of the human rights issues
and stressing the inportance of technical cooperation with a viewto
strengt heni ng regi onal cooperation for the pronotion and protection of human
rights,

1. We| cones:

(a) The report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in the Denocratic Republic of the Congo (E/CN. 4/1999/31) and of the

update he provided in his oral presentation to the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts;



E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ L. 11/ Add. 4
page 38

(b) The recent visit of the Special Rapporteur to the Denocratic
Republic of the Congo at the invitation of the Governnent and the
cooperation of the Government of the Denocratic Republic of the Congo in
this regard;

(c) The activities of the Human Rights Field Ofice in the Denocratic
Republic of the Congo;

(d) Commitments of the Governnent of the Denocratic Republic of the
Congo to a process of denocratization, |eading, through the creation of
denocratic institutions and the holding of elections, to the creation of a
State based on the rule of | aw and respect for human rights;

(e) The intention of the Government of the Denocratic Republic of the
Congo to hold an all-inclusive national debate as a precursor to el ections,
and encourages further progress in this respect;

(f) The recognition by the authorities that massacres were conmtted
agai nst refugees and internally displaced persons in 1996 and 1997,

(9) The appointnment of the Mnister for Human Rights within the
Governnment of the Denocratic Republic of the Congo, and expresses the hope
that this appointment will contribute to an inprovenent of the human rights
situation;

(h) The rel ease of a nunber of prisoners whose arrest was irregular or
politically notivated, and certain inmprovenents in the penitentiary system

(i) The deci sion of the Governnent of the Denocratic Republic of the
Congo to establish a national commi ssion of inquiry to investigate all eged
human rights violations and breaches of international humanitarian law in the
Denocratic Republic of the Congo (fornmerly Zaire) between 1996 and 1997 and
the mandate of that comm ssion to cooperate with the United Nations in this
regard;

(j) The announcement by the Governnent of its intention to ratify
Addi tional Protocol Il to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and
i nternational human rights treaties;

(k) The setting up of human rights education progranmes for nenbers of
the mlitary and the police, and the begi nning of distribution of the

Uni versal Declaration of Human Ri ghts in national |anguages;
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2. Expresses its concern

(a) At the adverse inpact of the continuing conflict on the situation
of human rights and its severe consequences for the security and well-being of
the civilian popul ation throughout the territory of the Denocratic Republic of
t he Congo;

(b) At the preoccupying situation of human rights in the Denocratic
Republic of the Congo, particularly in the eastern parts of the country, and
the continuing violations of human rights and international humanitarian | aw
committed throughout the territory of the Denpcratic Republic of the Congo
often with inpunity, in particular:

(i) The perpetration of massacres in the course of the
conflicts, including nore recently, in 1998, those in
Kasi ka, Makobol a, Kam tuga, Kavunu, Kilungutwe, Kasanga,
Kazi ma, Mooko, Kabare, Mwmenga and Li benge;

(ii) At the occurrence of cases of summary or arbitrary
executions, disappearances, torture, beatings, arbitrary
arrest and detention without trial, including of
journalists, opposition politicians and human rights
def enders;

(iii) At reports of sexual violence against wonen and children and
the forcible recruitnment and use of children as soldiers
and conbat ant s;

(iv) At the trial of civilians and the inposition of the death
penalty by the Mlitary Court;

(v) At the situation of human rights defenders;

(c) At the | arge nunmbers of refugees and di spl aced persons in the
Denocratic Republic of the Congo who di sappeared between 1994 and 1997, as
well as in 1998, and at serious allegations of killings and other human rights
abuses in this connection;

(d) At the proliferation and the illicit distribution, circulation and
trafficking of arms in the region and their negative inpact on human rights;

3. Affirms that all persons who conmit or authorize violations of
human rights or international humanitarian |law are individually responsible
and accountable for those violations and that the international community will

exert every effort to bring those responsible to justice;
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4, Recogni zes that pronotion and protection of human rights for al
are essential for achieving stability and security in the region and wl|l
contribute to the creation of the necessary environnent for cooperation anong
States in the region;

5. Takes note with great concernof the report of the Internationa

Commi ssion of Inquiry on the sale, supply and shipment of arnms and rel ated
material in the Geat Lakes region of Central Africa, and of the report of the
I nvestigative Team of the Secretary-General charged with investigating serious
vi ol ati ons of human rights and international humanitarian law in the
Denocratic Republic of the Congo (S/1998/581, annex);

6. Urges all parties to the continuing conflict in the
Denocratic Republic of the Congo:

(a) To work towards a rapid and peaceful settlement of the conflict
and, in particular, to sign imediately a ceasefire agreenent allow ng the
orderly withdrawal of all foreign forces and the re-establishnment of the
authority of the Government of the Denpcratic Republic of the Congo throughout
its territory, and stresses, in the context of a lasting peaceful settlenent,
the need for the engagenent of all Congolese in an all-inclusive process of
political dialogue with a view to achieving national reconciliation and the
hol di ng, at an early date, of denocratic, free and fair el ections;

(b) To protect human rights and to respect international humanitarian
law, in particular, as applicable to them the Geneva Conventions of
12 August 1949 and the Additional Protocols thereto of 1977 and the Convention
on the Prevention and Puni shment of the Crine of Genocide, in particular to
respect the rights of wonen and children and i nmedi ately stop the use of
children as soldiers, and to ensure the safety of all civilians;

7. Wel cones the appointnment by the Secretary-General of his Special
Envoy for the Denocratic Republic of the Congo Peace Process;

8. Calls upon the Government of the Denocratic Republic of the Congo

(a) To conply with its obligations under international human rights
instrunents to which the Denocratic Republic of the Congo is a party and to

pronmote and protect human rights and fundamental freedons;
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(b) To fulfil its responsibility to protect the human rights of the
popul ation on its territory, as well as to take a leading part in efforts to
prevent conditions that mght lead to further flows of internally displaced
persons and refugees within the Denpcratic Republic of the Congo and across
t he border;

(c) To fulfil its commtnent to reformand restore the judicial
system and particularly to reformmlitary justice in conformty with the
provi sions of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;

(d) To inplement fully its commitnent to the denocratization process
and the rule of law and to create, in this context, conditions that would
allow for a denocratization process that is genuine and all-inclusive and that
fully reflects the aspirations of the people of the country;

(e) To prepare for the holding of free and fair elections, draw ng,
where appropriate, on assistance fromthe international comunity, and to
allow wi thout delay the full restoration of political party activity to
provi de a meani ngful choice for the people of the Denpcratic Republic of the
Congo;

(f) To renove remmi ning adm nistrative restrictions on the activities
of political parties, in furtherance of its recent nove to |lift the ban on the
activities of political parties;

(9) To renove the restrictions that still affect the work of
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons;

(h) To ensure further full respect for freedom of opinion and
expression, including freedomof the press in relation to all types of mass
media, as well as freedom of association and assenbly, throughout the
territory of the Denocratic Republic of the Congo;

(i) To work closely and strengthen further its cooperation with the
Human Rights Field Ofice in the Denocratic Republic of the Congo;

(j) To cooperate fully with the International Tribunal for Rwanda in
ensuring that all those responsible for the crime of genocide, crines against
humani ty and ot her grave violations of human rights are brought to justice in
accordance with international principles of due process;

(k) To promote human rights awareness, including by strengthening
cooperation with civil society including human rights non-governnent al

organi zati ons;
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(1) To follow up on the interimreport on the alleged nmassacres of a
| arge nunmber of refugees and di splaced persons in the Denocratic Republic of
the Congo (formerly Zaire) between 1994 and 1997 subnitted to the
Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations on 15 Cctober 1998, to submt a
further report as soon as possible to the Secretary-CGeneral on the progress of
its investigations and to cooperate fully with the Secretary-General and the
Uni ted Nations Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights in addressing the
al |l egations in question;

9. Deci des

(a) To extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the situation
of human rights in the Denocratic Republic of the Congo for a further year,
to request the Special Rapporteur to submit an interimreport to the
Ceneral Assenbly at its fifty-fourth session and to report to the Comm ssion
at its fifty-sixth session on the situation of human rights in the
Denocratic Republic of the Congo and on the possibilities for the
international conmunity to assist with | ocal capacity-building, and also to
request the Special Rapporteur to continue to keep a gender perspective in
m nd when seeking and anal ysi ng i nformation;

(b) To request the Special Rapporteurs on the situation of human
rights in the Denocratic Republic of the Congo and on extrajudicial, sunmary
or arbitrary executions and a nenber of the Wirking G oup on Enforced or
I nvol untary Di sappearances to carry out, immediately after the signing of a
ceasefire agreenent or as soon as security considerations pernmt and, where
appropriate, in cooperation with the National Conm ssion of Inquiry to
i nvestigate alleged human rights violations and breaches of internationa
humani tarian law in the Denocratic Republic of the Congo (fornerly Zaire)
bet ween 1996 and 1997, a joint mission to investigate all nmassacres carried
out on the territory of the Denocratic Republic of the Congo, including those
in the province of South Kivu and other atrocities as referred to in the
report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the
Denocratic Republic of the Congo (E/CN.4/1999/31), with a viewto bringing to
justice those responsible, and to report to the General Assembly at its
fifty-fourth session and to the Commission at its fifty-sixth session;

(c) To request the Secretary-General to give all necessary assistance
to the Special Rapporteur and to the joint mssion, to enable themto

di scharge their mandates fully;



E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ L. 11/ Add. 4
page 43

(d) To request the High Comm ssioner for Human Rights to provide
appropriate technical expertise to enable the joint mssion to fulfil its
mandat e

(e) To request the international conmmunity to support the Human Ri ghts
Field Ofice in the Denmpcratic Republic of the Congo in order, in particular

(i) To strengthen its involvenent in progranmes of technica

cooperation, advisory services and human rights advocacy
programmes, including supporting efforts by the Governnment
of the Denocratic Republic of the Congo towards
strengthening the judicial system
(ii) To strengthen its support for, and continue and expand
cooperation with, human rights non-governnenta
organi zations in the Denocratic Republic of the Congo;
and to facilitate the activities of the joint mssion, including through
fundi ng;

10. Recomends the followi ng draft decision to the Econom ¢ and
Soci al Council for adoption:

“The Econom ¢ and Soci al Council, taking note of Commi ssion on Human

Ri ghts resolution 1999/56 of 27 April 1999, endorses the Comm ssion's

deci si ons

(a) To extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the
situation of human rights in the Denocratic Republic of the Congo for a
further year and requests himto report to the Conmi ssion at its
fifty-sixth session on the situation of human rights in the
Denocrati c Republic of the Congo and on the possibilities for the
i nternational conmmnity to assist with |ocal capacity-building, and to
keep a gender perspective in mnd when seeking and anal ysi ng
i nformation;

(b) To request the Special Rapporteurs on the situation of human
rights in the Denocratic Republic of the Congo and on extrajudicial
summary or arbitrary executions and a nenber of the Working G oup on
Enforced or Involuntary D sappearances to carry out, imrediately after
the signing of a ceasefire agreenent or as soon as security
consi derations permt and, where appropriate, in cooperation with the
Nat i onal Commi ssion of Inquiry to investigate alleged human rights

viol ati ons and breaches of international humanitarian law in the



E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ L. 11/ Add. 4
page 44

Denocrati c Republic of the Congo (fornmerly Zaire) between 1996 and 1997,
a joint mssion to investigate all nassacres carried out on the
territory of the Denocratic Republic of the Congo, including those in
the province of South Kivu and other atrocities as referred to in the
report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the
Denocratic Republic of the Congo (E/CN.4/1999/31), with a viewto
bringing to justice those responsible, and to report to the
General Assenbly at its fifty-fourth session and to the Conmi ssion at
its fifty-sixth session;”.

56th neeting

27 April 1999
[ Adopted without a vote. See chap. |X]




