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Right to self-deternmination for the Syrian Kurds

1. Every right to self-deternmination is being withheld fromthe Kurds
living in the Syrian Arab Republic, whose areas of settlement in the north of
the country lie on the borders with Turkey and Iraq. Their nunbers are
estimated to be between 1 and 2 million. They live predominantly in three
encl aves: in the area around Afrin (the massif of Kurd Dagh), in the region
of Ain al-Arab (Kobani), north-east of Aleppo, and in the province of Djazira,
rich in raw materials, in the north.

2. I n August 1962, a special census was carried out in the province of
Djazira. Afterwards, 120,000 Kurds were expelled. They are now stateless.
Left with only special identification papers, these Kurds are deprived of

normal civil rights. In addition, according to official details,
approxi mately 70,000 Kurds have been declared foreigners, together with
75, 000 maktouneen, |ikew se statel ess Kurds who, unlike those who have been

expel | ed, have never been included in the popul ation register.

3. These people are not allowed to own | and, houses, shops or businesses.
They are not enployed by authorities of State organizations. Education in the
school s and universities is closed to them These statel ess Kurds are not

adm tted to public hospitals. They have no right to food aid during states of
energency. Marriage contracts with Syrian partners are invalid. 1In addition,
they do not possess active or passive rights to vote. Because they do not
receive travel docunents, they are unable to | eave the country legally.

4, In 1963, after the seizure of power by the Baath Party, the head of
security of the province of Djazira, Mhanmed Talab Hilal, published a
12-point plan, aimed at wi ping out the cultural identity of the Kurds. The
pl an provided for the establishnent of a 15-km wi de so-called “Arabian belt”
al ong the borders with Turkey and lIraq, as a buffer against the | ocal Kurdish
areas. The Kurdi sh popul ation was to be replaced with Arab dam buil ders | oyal
to and armed by the reginme, forcibly resettled on the Iand. This programe
was partly realized and allegedly finished in 1976. |t continues secretly.
From January 1997, the expropriation of 600 famlies of stateless Kurds is
said to have started in northern Syria. The policy of Arabization is pursued
si ngl e-m ndedl y.

5. The Kurdi sh | anguage is not recognized officially. Since 1967, Kurdish
pl ace nanes have been Arabized. Kurdish publications are forbidden, and
Kurdi sh | anguage nmedia are not allowed. Since 1992, children have not been
able to be registered with Kurdi sh nanes. Whoever professes hinself a Kurd in
Syria, or demands cultural and political rights for Kurds, is persecuted,

i mprisoned and mi streated. Anong such political prisoners are those who have
merely taken part if officially permitted cerebrations of the Kurdi sh New Year
(Newr 0z) or have spoken Kurdish openly. The Kurdish New Year celebration is
only all owed occasionally.

6. In 1995, in the town of Kamishli, 16 men fromthe Syrian secret service
were arrested because they had protested agai nst the expul sion of Syrian Kurds
by distributing leaflets. |If they ever do cone to an official trial, they
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will be charged with “opposition to the ains of the revol ution” or
“publication of false information in order to cause unrest”. Torture is
commonpl ace in prison.
7. The Kurds living in Syria are not recognized as a mnority, some not

even as Syrian citizens. Their cultural and civil rights are withheld from
them The political parties and organi zations of the Syrian Kurds are
forbidden in Syria and nust work underground. Therefore, they have no chance
to defend the rights of their people in a denocratic way. The right to
self-determnation is refused them

8. The Society for Threatened Peopl es therefore demands that the Syrian
State recogni ze the Kurds as a mnority and as equal citizens. It nust return
citizenship to the Kurds who have been declared foreigners and stateless. The
barriers against the Kurds on the | abour market and in the education sector
must be lifted, and advice and care with regard to nedical treatnent nust be
guaranteed. It must be possible for Kurds to speak their |anguage w thout
restriction and to be able to use and maintain the names given to their
children and their place nanes. The policy of Arabization nust be stopped.

For this, the continuation of the “Arabian belt” nust be halted, and if
possi bl e cancell ed. Kurdish publications, newspapers or even radi o programres
nmust be all owed, and Kurdish events, such as theNew oz, should be pernmtted
Finally, the Kurdish parties in Syria should be able to represent thenselves
in Parliament and to defend their interests and rights on a parlianentary

| evel .



