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1. INTRODUCTION

1. The item entitled:
“Questions relating to information:
(a) Report of the Committee on Information,

(b) Rercrts of the Secretary-General:

(c) Report of the Director-General of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization"

was included in the provisional agenda of the thirty-sixth session of the General
Assembly in accordance with Assembly resolution 35/201 of 16 December 1980.

2. At its Lt plenary meeting, on 18 September 1981, the General Assembly, on
the recommendation of the General Committee, decided to include the item in its

"~tnda and to allocate 1t to the Special Political Committee.

3. The Special Political Committee examined the item at its 6th to 12th,
1ith and L8th meetings, held between 15 October and 3 December.

L. The Committee had before it the following documents:

(a) Report of the Committee on Information: 1/

—————

1/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-sixth Session,
Supplement No. 21 (A/36/21).
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(b) Renort of the Secretary General (A/3(G/50L)

(c) Tote hy the Secretary General transmitting a renort of the Director
Ceneral of the United NWations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Orpanization
(UNESCO) prepared in accordance with section I, marasraph . of Ceneral Assembly
resolution 35/201 of 1( December 1980 (A/36/530).

5. At its Clhith meeting, on 15 October the Cormittee heard introductory
statements bv the Under -Secretary -General for Public Information. the Assistant
Director -Ceneral, Sector of Culture and Communication of UWESCO and the Chairman
of the Committee on Information.

6. At its Bth meeting. on 10 October, the Committce decided to establish an oren-
an2ed  Worline Croun on questions relatins to information  under the chairmanship
of 'ir. iiichael R, Sherifis (Cyprus) Vice Chairman of the Conmittec.

II. COWSIDERATION OF DRATT RTSOLUTIONS A/SPC/36/L.25
NID A/SPC/3G/L.26

T. At the L8th meetinr . on 3 December, the renrescntative of Cvnrus, Chairman of
the Torking Group introduced two draft resolutions (A/SPC/3G/L.25 and
A/SPC/35/1..26) based on the deliberations in the Committec's onen ended Vorking
Grour on cuestions relatine to information.

8. At the same meeting, the Comiittee had before it document A/SPC/36/L.30
containins the statement by the Secretarv General on the administrative and
financial immlications of draft resolution A/SPC/3G/L.25. The Under Secretaryv-
Cencral for Public Information made a statement in resmonse to auestions relatin®
to document A/SPC/3G/L.30.

9. At its L3th meetins. on 3 December the Committec adonted drafi resolutions
£/SPC/30/L.25 and A/SPC/36/L.26 vithout a vote (see para. 12).

10. ‘hereafter, statemenis in connexion with their positions on the draft o
resolutions were made by the revresentatives of the United Kinpdom of Great Britair
and TMorthern Ireland (on behalf or the States members of the Turopean communitv)j
Jaman  the Cerman Democratic Rerublic (also on behalf of Bulparia, the . relorussat
soviet Socialist Fepublic, Czcchoslovaliia  Ilinrary . Uoland, the Ulrainian Soviet
Socinlist Repubaic and the Unicn of Soviet Socialist Republics). Canada, the
United States of America., Spain_ Sveden, the Philippines (on bchalf of the Asian
Group), Cuinea (on behalf of the African Group) India WNicaragua (on behalf of ths
Latin American Croun) and Ecuador.

ITI. RECOMMENDATIONS O THE SPLCIAL POLITICAL COITIITTER

11. The “pccial Political Committee recommends to the General Assembly the
adontion of the following draft resolutions:
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Questions relating to information
A
The Ceneral Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 34/181 and 34/182 of 18 December 1979 and

35/201 of 1€ December 1980,

Recalling, the relevant provisions of the Final Declaration of the Sixth
Conference of Heads of State and Government of the Won-Aligned Countries, held
at Havana from 3 to 9 September 19790, 2/ of the Declaration of the Conference of
liinisters for Foreign Affairs of Non--Aligned Countries, held at New Delhi from
9 to 13 February 1981, 3/ and of the Fifth Meeting of the Inter-Governmmental Council
of Ministers of Information of Non Aligned Countries, held at Georgetoim in

Vay 1981

Recalling the relevant resolutions adopted by the Assembly of Feads of State
and Government of the Organization of African Unity at its eighteenth session. held
at llairobi in June 1981, L/

Recalling the relevant provisions of the Final Act of the Conference on
Security and Co operation in Europe, signed at Helsinki on 1 August 1975,

Recallinp also the relevant provisions of the Declaration of the Preparation
of Societies for Life in Peace, 5/

Rggg;lipg the intergovernmental conferences on communication policies held‘
respectively at San José in July 1976, Kuala Lumpur in February 1979 and Yaoundé
in July 1980, the preparatory meeting of experts for the intergovernmental.planning
conference to develop institutional arrangements and systematic collaborative
consultation on communication development activities, needs and plans, held at )
"ashington in Tlovember 1979, and the Intergovernmental Conference for Co operation
on Activities Needs and Programmes for Communications Development, held in Paris
from 1l to 21 April 1980, as vell as the international seminars on the develonment
of communication held under the auspices of the United Vations Fducational,
Sclentific and Cultural Organization. such as that which took place at Tashkent in
September 1979,

Recalling resolution L/21 adopted by the General Conference of the Ugited
Mations Educational . Scientific and Cultural Organization at its twenty -first

2/ See A/3L4/542, annex, sect. I.

3/ See A/36/116, annex.

L/ See A/36/56k4, annex II.

5/ General Assembly resolution 33/73.
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session, G/ in which it resolved to establish. within the framevork of the
orpanization. the International Programme for the Develonment of Communication and
to elect the Intergovernmental Council of the Programme.

Recalling also that the implementation of the objectives of the International
Procramne for the Develonment of Communication requires the co operation of all
those interested and concerned,

Considering that communication plays a fundamental role as a vehicle for
information and an instrument of acquiring knowledge and know how and,
consequently. represents an important dimension in the life of societies,

Conscious of the important contribution which the media of mass information
and communication and the free circulation and wider and better balanced
dissemination of information can make in co operation between all countries, the
strensthening of international Deace and security, the promotion of human rights
international understanding, nrogress of education and science, the Dreservatlon
of theilr cultural identities and promotion of their socio cultural values,

Recognizing the central role of United Nations Tducational, Secientific and
Cultural Organization in the field of communication and information, yithin its
mandate, as vell as the pruogress accomplished by the organization in that field,

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the Director- Ceneral of
United Mations Tducatlonal, Scientific and Cultural Organization on the
implementation of the International Programme for the Development of
Communication; 7/

2. Considers that resolution No. 1 adopted by the Intergovernmental Council
of the International Programme for the Development of Communication of the United
lations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization at its first session.
held in Paris from 15 to 22 June 1981, 8/ constitutes an important step in the
imnlementation of the Programme;

3 Expresses its appreciation to all Member States that announced their
contributions to the Pro"ramme in the form of financial means, manpover,
materials. technology and training for the develovmment of communlcatlon especiall¥
takins note of the contributions in this regard from developing countriess;

b, Calls upon ilember States ~ develoned and developing alike .- and
orrsanizations and hodies of the United Hations system, as wrell as other
intercovernmental orfanizations and concerned public and private enterprises. to
lend their support to the exnansion of the Programme's resources:

G/ £/35/362/Add.1, annex I,
7/ £/36/530. annex.

6/ Ibid  eppendix I.
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5. Invites llember States to take the necessary stens, within the
organizations and bodies of the United VFations system and other organizations of
vhich they are mewbers. to secure satisfactory implementation of the Programme
through the allocation of additional resources-

G. Tndorses the appeal of the Director—General of the United Nations
"ducational, Scientific and Cultural Organization addressed to llember States,
international organizations and bodies of the United Nations system. as well as
other intergovernmental and non -covernmental organizations, professional groups or
other available sources, to make contributions to the Programme as soon as
nrossible:

T Invites the Director~General of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization to submit to the General Assembly at its
thirty seventh session a progress report on the implementation of the Programme as
vell as on the efforts of the orpanization for the establishment of a new world
information and communication order.

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 3535 (XXX) of 17 December 1975, 31/139 of
16 December 1976, 33/115 A to C of 18 December 1978, 34/181 and 3L4/182 of
18 December 1979 and 35/201 of 16 December 1980 on questions relating to
information,

Recalling article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 9/ which
provides that"éveryone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression and that
this risht includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek.
receive and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of
frontiers, and article 29 . which stipulates that these rights and freedoms may in
no case be exercised contrary to the purposes and principles of the United Wationms,

Recalling also articles 19 and 20 of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political R Rights, lO/

Recalling its resolutions 3201 (S VI) and 3202 (S -VI) of 1 ilay 107k,
containing the Declaration and the Programme of Action on the Establishment of a
"ev International Economic Order 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974, containing the
Charter of Economic Rizhts and Dutles of States, and 3362 (S8 -VII) of
15 September 1975 on development and 1nternat10nal economic co -Operation,

Recalllnﬁ the Final Declaration of the Sixth Conference of Heads of State and
Government of Non-Aligned Countries held at Havana from 3 to O September 1979, 2/

e ——————— e

9/ General Assembly resolution 217 A (III).
10/ General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
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tthich stressed that co operation in the field of information is an integral part of
the strugsle for the creation of nev international relations in general and of a
nev vorld information order in narticular, and also recalling the Declaration of
the Conference of Ilinisters for Toreisn Affairs of Mon--Aligned Countries, held at
Mey Delhi from O to 13 February 1901, 3/ which re emphasized the importance of the
interrelationship betveen information and communication svstems and the developmert:
processes in the develoning countries .

Recallinm the Declaration on Funcdamental Principles concerning the
Contribution of the ilass Media to Strengthening Peace and International
Undergtandinp to the Promotion of Human Rights and to Countering Racialism,
Confercnce of the United ﬂntlons dUCﬁtlonal %c1ent1f1c and Cultural Organlzatlw%
as vell as the relevant resolutions on 1nformat10n and mass cormmunications adonted
by the General ConTerence at its nineteenth twenticth and tventy -first sessions.

Recalling the Final fct of the Conference on Security and Co .oneration in
Eurone, sirned at [elsinki on 1 Aurust 1975,

Recalling also the Declaration on the Preparation of Societies for Life in
Peace. 5/

Conscious of the need for all to collaborate in the establishuent of a nev
vorld information and communication order based. inter alia on the free
circulation and wider and better balanced dissemination of information,
guaranteeins the diversity of the sourcos of information and free access to
information and, in particular, the urgent need to change the dependent status
of the developing countries in the field of information and communication. and
intended also to strenpthen veace and international understanding

eafflrmlnp the primary role which the Ceneral Assembly is to play in .
elaboratlnb, co ordinating and harmonizing United Nations policies and activities
in the Tield of information and recognizing the central and immortant role of the
United Nations Educational., Secientific and Cultural Ormanization in the field of
information and communication,

Rcafflrmlnp that the establishment of a nev world information and
communication order is linlied to the new international economic order and is an
interrnl part of the interrational development process,

Tmphasizing the complementarity of the activities in the field of information
and cormunication and the need to strengthen co--operation and co ordination betwvee:
the orsans, organizations and bodies of the United Nations system that deal with
different asnects of information and communication.

11/ United Nations Educational. Scientific and Cultural Orzanization,
Records of the General Conference Tventieth Session. vol. I. Resolutions,
»n. 100 10k,
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nnhas 121nv that the establishnient of the International Programme for the
Develonnent of Communlcatlons ithin the United Nations Fducational, Scientific and
Cultural Orsanization constitutes an important step in the develonment of the
infrastructures of communications in the developing countries,

Ixpressing its satisfaction wvith the work of the Committee on Information as
reflected in its renort to the General Assembly at its thirty sixth session, 12/

Fxnressing its appreciation to the Joint United Nations Information Committee
for‘lts efforts tovards improving co-ordination of the public information
activities of the various orpanizations of the United Mations system,

Tallnr_note vlth satlsfactlon of the report of the Secretarv-General on
auestions relating to information 13/

Also taklnp note Ulth satlsfactlon of the report of the Director-General of
the Unlted Nations Pducatlonal Sc1ent1flc and Cultural Organization, 7/

1. Annroves the renort of the Committee on Information and its

recommendations 12/

2. Re%ffirms the mandate given to the Committee on Information by the
General Assembly in its resolution 34/182 namely:

(a) To continue to examine United Nations public information policies and
activities in the light of the evolution of international relations, particularly
during the past two decades, and of the imperatives of the establishment of the new
international economic order and of a new world information and communication
order

(b) To evaluate and follow up the efforts made and the progress achieved by
the United Nations system in the field of information and communications-

(¢) To promote the establishment of a new, more just and more effective
vorld information and communication order, intended to strengthen neace and
international understanding and based on the free circulation and wider and better
balanced dissemination of information and to make recommendations thereon to the
General Assembly-

3. Reouests the Committee on Information, keeming in mind its mandate. the

essential tasks of which are to continue to examine the policies and activities
of the Department of Public Information and to promote the establishment of a new,

12/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-sixth Bession,

SuDDlement Wo. 21 (A/36/21).
13/ A/36/50k.
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more just and more effective world information and communication order, to avoid
any overlanning of its activities on this subject with those of the United Vations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, while stressing at the same time
the ever-groving significance of the close working co -operation betveen the United
Nations and the latter ormanization:

4.  Requests the Committee on Information to seek the co ovneration and active
participation of all organizations of the United Mations system, particularly the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Orpanization, in the fulfilmer
of its mandate;

5. Affirms its strong support for the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization and for its efforts to promote the establishment of a n&i
vorld information and communication order;

6.  Reiterates its ampeal to llember States. to the information and
communication media, both public and private, as well as to non -governmental
organizations, to disseminate more widely information about the activities of the
United Hations and, inter alia, about the efforts of the develoning countries
towards their economic social and cultural progress and about the efforts of the
international community to achieve international social justice and economic
develomnment, international neace and security and the progressive elimination of
international inequities and tensions:

7. Reauests that the Joint United NWations Information Committee, as the .
essential instrument for interagency co ordination and co-operation in the field ol
public information and for the development of a common nublic information approach
covering all asnects of the activities of the organizations within the United
Nations system, should continue with its task and that it should he strengthened
and made more effective:

0. TReaffirms the importance of the rapidly increasing role of United Mations
nublic information nrogrammes in fostering mublic understanding and support of
United Mations activities and requests the Secretarv General to continue to revie¥
the current activities of the Department of Public Information with a viev to
ensuring a better and more efficient use of its available resources:

0. Reiterates the recommendation contained in its resolution 35/201 that
additional resources for the Department of Public Information should be
cormensurate vith the increase in the activities of the United I'ations vhich the
Derartment is called unon to cover for the purpose of public information, and that
the Secretary -General should nrovide such resources to the Department to this end
vhere neceded;

10. Requests the Secretary General to ensure that the activities of the
Departmnent of Public Information as the focal voint for the co--ordination and
implementation of the public information tasks of the United Hations, should Dbe
strensthened along the lines established in the nertinent resolutions of the
General Assembly and recommendations of the Committee on Information, to ensure a

/...
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nore coherent coverage of, and a better knowledge about, the United Nations and its
vorki  esnecially in its priority areas, such as international peace and security,
disarmament , peace keeping and peace making operations, decolonization, the
promotion of human rights. the struggle against racial discrimination, the
integration of iomen in the struggle for peace and development , the establishment
of the nev international economic order and the establishment of a new world
information and communication order, activities against apartheid, the work of the
United Nations Council for Namibia and the continuation of broadcast media
Programmes on women, due regard being given at the same time to economic and social
issues

11. Requests the Secretary-General to take measures to ensure that the
existing imbalance in the staff of the Department of Public Information should be
rectified and, until eguitable reosraphical distribution is achieved, to take
urzent steps to increase the representation of the group of developing countries,
particularly at senior and policy making levels, by a policy of recruiting from
amonZ, their nationals, taking into account also the interests of other
under- renresented groups of countries, in accordance with Article 101, paragranh 3,
of the Charter of the United Nations and General Assembly resolutions 33/1L3 of
20 December 1978 and 35/210 of 17 December 1980, and to submit a progress report to
the Committee on Information at its next session:

12. Requests the Secretary General-

(a) To ensure that the Department of Public Information makes a more
streruous effort to ensure balance in the use of official languages in the
Publications and programmes of the Department:

(b) To strengthen the competent unit in the Department of Public Information
for the production of United Nations information material in Spanish for
dissemination through United Nations information centres and United Nations
Development Prosramme offices located in Spanish--speaking countries:

(c) To report on the above to the Committee on Information at its next
session; '

13. Reguests the Secretary General:

(a) To submit a plan for the regionalization of the Radio and Visual Seyvices
Division of the Department of Public Information to the Committee on Information
for its decision, at the Committee's next substantive session, keeping in mind '
General Assembly resolution 35,/201 and following the views expressed and suggestions
rade in the course of the debate on this subject;

(b) Without prejudice to the above plan for regionalization of the Radio and
Visual Services Division, to take necessary action for the establishment of a
separate Caribbean Unit in the Radio Service and the expansion of its African Unit.
to consider the enlargement of the Arabic Unit in the Radio Service as far as
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possible throush redeployment of existing resources and to maintain and enhance
its functions as the producer of radio and television prosrammes to the Arabic.-
spealkting countries:

(c) To make smecific promosals to the Committee on Information at its next
session for the purpose of enablinsg the Asian Unit to undertal:e nrogramming at a
meaningful level in other major languares of the region:

(d) To submit to the Committee on Information at its next substantive
session a comprehensive report on the immlementation of subnaragranphs (b) and
(c) above:

1h, Further requests the Secretary General to implement fully his proposals
presented to “and endorsed by the Committee on Information, for the expansion of
United Nations shortwave broadcasts; ;}/

15. Reaquests the Secretary -General to ensure that the Department of Public
Information continues to develop active links with a broad spectrum of
international and regional news organizations to encourage more media coverage of
United Tlations activities

16. Requests the Secretary (eneral to ensure that the Department of Public
Information continues and further strengthens its co -operation with the non aligned
countries in the field of information., particularly with the Pool of Mon Aligned
Neus Agencies as well as with repional neus apencies of developling countries: and
in this regard, requests that the Department should be adequately equipped to
supplv the Pool of flon Aligned ilews Agencies, as vell as regional nevs arencies of
the developing countries, with inforiiation on the activities of the United Nations
system vhich they are redlssemlnatlng,

17. Requests the Seeretary- Ceneral to consider the nossibility that the
Departnent of Public Information receive the daily dispatches of the Pool of
Hon-Mipned Wews Arencies and regionnl nevs arencies of develoning countries in
the interest of more balance in the sources of infTormation used bv the Department

10. Reouests the Secretary General to cnsure that the Denartment of Public
Information extends and strengthens its co -operation with the national nevs
arenciecs of develoning countries:

10, Totes the important role of the United Nations information centres and
their unioue nosition to co -operate directly with national media and disseminators
of information in their areas;

1L/ A/AC 108/36.
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20. Rqu§§ﬁ§_the Secretary -General:

{a) To take apnropriate steps to strengthen the capacity of the information
centres vhere needed:

(b) To present . on the basis of consultations between the Department of
Public Information and other United Mations bodies concerned, drauving on the
findinps of the Joint Inspection Unit in its report, 15/ the Secretarv-General's
corlents thereon 16/ and the report of the Joint Inspection Unit on co--ordination
in the field of public Information activities. lj/ a study on the vavs and means
to enhance the role of the information centres and . along policy suidelines set by
the Ceneral Assembly, aiming at measures increasing their functional flexibility,
enabling them to adjust their vork to the needs and wishes of the countries
concerned increasing the effectiveness of their work and improvins the
to ordination of their activities as the decentralized mart of the structure of
the Department of Public Information:

2l. DReaffirms the importance of the role nlayed by Development Forum and its
decision that the continued publication of that perlodlcal as an interagency
nreject is essential and requests the Secretary General to conclude his review of
its financial status, to continue to seel: to ensure long-term financial supnort
for that nublication from the organizations of the United Nations system and to
revort on this subject to the Committee on Information at its next session;

22. BStresses the importance of the presentation in United Nations
nublications of various points of view and experiences, in vparticular information
about the efforts of the developnins countries towards their economic, social and
cultural »rogress;

23. TRequests the Secrctary General as far as possible within existing
resources to implement fully the recommendations of the Committee on Information,
as vell as to continuc implementation of the recommendations set out in section III
07 General Assemblyv resolution 35/201 and of the recormmendations of the Ad lloc
orking Groun of the Committee on Information %Q/ as apnroved by the General
Assembly in its resolution 35/201;

2k, Recuests the Secretary General to report on the vrogress made in
l““lomentlpﬁ the recommendations mentioned in paragranh 23 above to the Committee
on Information at its next substantive session;

15/ £/31/379.
L5/ /RY/370/0aa 1
17/ A/30/218.
17/ 0fficial Tecords of the Cencrol Assembly Thirtr fourth

furnlevent 7o) 0T (A736/3T and Corr 1) annex 111 sect C.
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25. Requests the Committec on Information to report to the Ceneral Assembly
at its thirty seventh session

26. Reguests the Secretary CGeneral to remort on the imnlementation of the
present resolution to the General Assembly at its thirty seventh session’

27. Decides to include in the provisional arenda of the thirty seventh
session the item entitled “"Questions relating to information .





